Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  lhal  w;ls  preserved  for  general  ions  on  library  shelves  before  il  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  pari  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

Il  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  thai  was  never  subject 

to  copy  right  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  dillicull  lo  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  lo  a  library  and  linally  lo  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  lo  partner  with  libraries  lo  digili/e  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  lo  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  panics,  including  placing  Icchnical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  n  on -commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  thai  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non -commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  lo  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  lile  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use.  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 

countries.  Whether  a  book  is  slill  in  copyright  varies  from  country  lo  country,  and  we  can'l  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  I  lie  lull  lexl  of  1 1  us  book  on  I  lie  web 
al|_-.:. :.-.-::  /  /  books  .  qooqle  .  com/| 


I 


brown  calf,  net. 


II 


Adolphus  ft  ■ 
Anstmthfer 
Arnold— 2  vol 
Ball  *  Bean  l 
Baraewali  A 
Barnewall  ft  I 
Bamowall  ft 

Bingham-    I 
Bingham,  N 
Blaokstone, 
Bllgh-4  vote.      .        .       . 
Bligh.  N.  S.-Vol..  ]  loll 

Ml 
Boaanquet  *  Puller-  *  v 
Broderip  ft  Bingham- s 
Ceuapball-4  voli.     . 
Oarrf iiKtoa  *  Payne-  Vo 


IN 
MEMORY  OF 


HENRY  VROOMAN 


RTS. 


CONSIDERED 


ENCE. 

REVISED 
REPORTS. 

CITED    A3     It.     li. 
R.  R.      vols. 

3,  It,  13,  W,  «,  U,  H 


Cooper  tamp.  Broughe 
Cooper,  a. 
Cooper,  Pr.  Can. 

Oral?  ft  Phillies  .  . 
Orompton  ft  Jervls— 2  ■ 
Crompton  *  Meeson— 2 
Orompton.  Meeson  *  Rosooe— 

Danlell 

Danaon  *  Lloyd    . 

Dow  A  Clark- Vol..  1* 
Dowling— Voia.  i  to  ii 
Dowling  ft  Ryland's  E.  B, 
Dow  ling  ft  Ryland's  N.  P. 
Drury  ft  WaIsh-2  v..!*. 
Duraford  ft  Bast— s  vols. 
BW-W  tail.  ■  . 
Esplnasee-O  was,  . 
Forrest  .... 
Gala  ft  Daviaon— Vol.  1 

Haggard's  Ailm.  :i  vols 
Harrison  ft  Wollaaton- 

Hogan         .... 

Holt 

Horn  ft  Hurlatone— Vol. 

Jacob  4  Walker- s  voli. 
Jurlst-Voln.  1  to  3    .        . 

Knapp— 3  vol*    . 

Law  Journal,  O.  B.— o  to 


sa,  m 

43  4,43 


BCsOlalanatYoni  _ 
Meeson  *  Welsh*  — vol 
Merlvale ■— n  vol-. 
Hoody  ft  Malltfn      . 
Moody  ft  Robinson    V, 
Moore,  O.  P.— It!  lola. 
Moore,  P.  0.— V»ln.  I  to; 

Moore  Boott  4  vols. 
Murphy  ft  Hurlstone 
Mylne  ft  Craig  S  vol*. 
Mylne  ft  Keen.— s  vol*. 
N evils  ft  Manni  ng—i  i 
NevlleftParry-Svoli,. 
Peakenv.il..  . 
Perry  ft  Davis  on  i  vol 
Prloe-is  von.  . 
Queen's  Bench     Vol .  i 

Ruaaell  ft  Mylne-:!  von 
Russell  ft  Ryan 
Ryan  ft  Moody 
8c  ho  ales  ft  Lefiroy— 2  v 

Slmona— Vol*.  1  In  12 

ST,  se,  »,  83,  35,  39,  40,  U, 
Simona  ft  Stuart—-'  >o 
Smith    j  vol*.      . 
8tarkte-3  vols.   . 
Swanaton— 3  vols.     . 
Tamlyn 

Turner  ft  Bniiell 
Tyrwhltt-5  ral«, 
Tyrwhltt  a  Granger 

Vesey  ft  Beimea  -:i  H 

West,  H.  L. 

Wight  wick 

Willmore,  Wollaaton  ft  Davison  „ 

W'iUrnore.  Wollanton  &  Hodgea,, 

Wilson's  Chy 

"Wilson's  Ex.  Eo 


48,19,  (1,  61.4*,  M 


41.  IS 

SA4 

,  41,  SO,  U.  64 


4  SI,  64.  SB 

st  &  as 
7&B 


LAW     BOOKS 

SVEET  &  MAXWELL,  LIMIT] 

S,   CBANCERY    LANE,    LONDON. 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA    OF    THE    LAWS    OF   ENGLAND,  hy  IUG 

Ftdl  r 

Capital  and  Income. 

Children.— 'Hie  Law  ruktiu 

ram,     I 
Choses  In  Action,     i 


Admiral:-. 

■     ■ 
■ 

■ 


Agency* 


■ 


American  Law.     Boi 

Annual  Practice,    tiy  T,  Sj 
Arbitration  and  Award. 

...    ,        ■      :       ■     ■     !■        . 

:m..     idM 
Attachment.      Attachment    of    Delta, 
■ 
■   . 

[Hon, 
Auctions.  - 

■    i    ::     .    I 

Bailments 


Common   Law.  - 

■ 
Companies.— LiNiii«v.    A  1 

<;n    Bdit 
Conflict  of  Laws.— A   Digest  of  tin 

Lawof  Kri:-; 

ISM. 

Contracts.— I'" ittv'b  (J. r]iLii.)Treati«! 


Jankrupt  Law.     w 

I'.i  I:.  (V. 
■ 
Is   of  COS 

■ 

kills  of  Exchange,     Rvi 

■ 

W.  ii.  ft,  !;■,. 

■ 

Suilding:  Contracts, 
ng  Societies 

....  ; 

:      I    „,       ..     I      .~ 

[v,j,i 

Surials     i 

1 
IMI, 


Conveyancing.  — Hvrmtwoon  »mi  Jm- 


a  Toh. 


In taction  to  '.. '■  ■  1 1 ■- ■•■ 

KitvftEi  PHI  ■ 

■ 

u.  ioj. 

. 
Coroners.    Sstmn  (Sir  John)  P» 

IV II   0]      ■         ■ 

■■ 


^^.y»  r  r 


•  '-  '  V\  *  r 


i 


<4 


THE    LAW 


RELATING  TO 


WATERS, 


SEA,   TIDAL,   AND  INLAND. 


INCLUDING  RIGHTS  AND  DUTIES  OP  RIPARIAN  OWNERS, 

CANALS,  FISHEEY,  NAVIGATION,  FERRIES,  BRIDGES, 

AND   TOLLS  AND  RATES  THEREON. 


y 


A 


BY 


H'.    J.    W.    COULSON,    B.A., 

NBR  TfMl'LK,   ESQ.,   BARRISTER- AT-LAW, 


OP  THE   INN! 


AND 


URQUHART   A.    FORBES, 

of  Lincoln's  ink,  esq.,  barristkr-at-t.aw, 
Author  of  "  The  Lav*  relating  to  Saving*  Jlauk*." 


SECOND    EDITION. 


LONDON: 
SWEET  AND  MAXWELL,  Limited,  8,  CHANCERY  LANE, 

£ato  Jitblifiljer*. 
1902. 


BRADBURY,   AO.VEW,   &   CO.   LD.,   PRINTERS, 
LONDON  AND  TON  BRIDGE. 


PREFACE  TO  SECOND  EDITION. 


Since  the  publication  of  the  "Law  of  Waters:  Sea,  Tidal, 
and  Inland/'  in  1880,  several  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  the 
various  branches  of  law  of  which  it  treats  have  been  passed. 

Of  these  the  most  important  are  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act, 
1894,  the  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888,  and  the  Thames 
Conservancy  Act,  1894,  which  respectively  consolidate  previous 
legislation  on  the  subjects  to  which  they  relate.  Acts  have 
also  been  passed  for  confirming  the  Conventions  made  in  1882 
and  1887  between  Great  Britain,  Germany,  Denmark,  Holland, 
and  France  respecting  the  police  of  fisheries  and  the  liquor 
traffic  in  the  North  Sea,  and  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  respecting  fur  seal  fisheries  in  the  Behring  Sea ; 
while  provision  has  been  made  for  the  establishment  of  sea  fishery 
boards  in  British  waters  by  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act, 
1888.  Fishery  law  in  inland  waters  has  been  amended  by  the 
Salmon  Fishery  Acts  of  1884  and  1886;  the  law  relating  to 
water  supply  by  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894,  and  the 
Public  Health  (London)  Act,  1891 ;  and  the  law  relating  to 
pollution  by  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  which  empowers 
county  councils  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Rivers  Pollution 
Prevention  Acts.  There  have  also  been  numerous  decisions  of 
the  Courts,  some  of  which  are  of  considerable  importance,  on  the 
branches  of  the  law  treated  of  in  their  work,  and  the  authors 
have  therefore  been  induced  to  think  that  a  new  edition  bringing 
the  law  relating  to  waters  up  to  date  may  be  of  use  to  the  profession 
and  the  public. 

H.  J.  W.  C. 
1,  Bbiok  Court,  Temple.  U.  A.  F. 

July,  1902. 
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THE  LAW  RELATING  TO  WATERS. 


CHAPTER  I. 


OF   THE  SEA,  AND  RIGHTS  THEREIN*. 


The  High  Seat. 

The  high  seas  include  the  whole  of  the  seas  below  low  water  Definition. 
mark  and  outside  the  body  of  a  county.1 

The  realm  of  England  only  extends  to  low  water  mark,  and  all 
beyond  is  the  high  seas.3 

The  reason  of  the  thing,  the  preponderance  of  authority,  and  Property  in 
the  practice  of  nations,  have  decided  that  the  main  ocean,  inas-  bed* 
much  as  it  is  the  necessary  highway  of  all  nations,  and  is  from 
its  nature  incapable  of  being  continuously  possessed,  cannot  be 
the  property  of  any  one  State.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  a 
nation  may  acquire  exclusive  right  of  navigation  and  fishing  of 
the  main  ocean  as  against  another  nation,  by  virtue  of  the  specific 
provisions  of  a  treaty ;  for  it  is  competent  to  a  nation  to  renounce 
a  portion  of  its  rights ;  and  there  have  been  instances  of  such 
renunciations  both  in  ancient  and  modern  times.8  It  would 
appear   also  that  a  nation  may  give  a  tacit  consent  to   the 


1  As  to  this  see /fa/,  v.  Keyn,2Ez.  Div. 
63,46  L.  J.,  M.C.  17,8ee/wjtf;8eealso  Le'tgh 
▼.  Burley,  Ow.  122,  per  Lord  Coke,  C.  J. 

3  It  seems  certainly  to  have  been  the 
general  opinion  of  writers  on  inter- 
national law  that  the  territory  of  a 
State  extends  to  the  distance  of  three 
miles  or  more,  or  the  distance  of  a 
cannon  shot,  seaward  from  low  water 
mark  ;  but  the  case  of  Beg.  v.  Kryn,  2 
Ex.  Div.  63,  which  will  be  noticed  later, 
establishes  the  proposition  stated  in  the 
text,  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  remarking  that 
writers  on  international  law,  however 
valuable  their  labours  may  be  in  elucidat- 
ing and  ascertaining  the  principles  and 
rules  of  law,  cannot  make  the  law.  To 
be  binding,  the  law  must  have  received 
the  assent  of  the  nations  who  are  to  be 

L.W, 


bound  by  it.  This  assent  may  be  ex- 
press, as  by  treaty  or  the  acknowledged 
concurrence  of  governments,  or  may  be 
implied  from  established  usage  ;  p.  201. 
Cf .  per  Lord  Kenyon  in  Ball  v.  Herbert, 
3  T.  R.  253. 1  R.  R.  695,  cited  in  Blumlell 
v.  Catleral,  5  B.  k  A.  268,  24  R.  R.  3.">3. 
Sec  also  as  to  this,  Selden,  Mare  Claus., 
bk.  2 ;  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  Harg.  Tr. 
p.  10 :  Grotius  de  Jure  Belli,  lib.  ii.  c.  2, 
s.  13 ;  Bynkershoekdc  Dom.  Mar. ;  Vattel, 
Droit  des  Gens,  s.  288 ;  Hautefeuille, 
Droit  Maritime,  p.  197  ;  Ortolan,  Dip- 
lomatic de  la  Mer,  li v.  2,  c.  8  ;  Wheaton's 
International  Law,  by  Boyd,  p.  237  ; 
Phillimore's  International  Law,  vol.  1, 
cc.  vi.  and  vii. 

8  Phillimore's  International  Law,  vol. 
1,  pp.210,  211. 
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appropriation  of   certain  portions  of  the   sea  for  fishing  and 
navigation  by  non  veer.1 

The  free  navigation,  commerce,  and  fishery  in  the  high  seas  is 
therefore  the  common  right  of  all  mankind ; 3  and  as  a  physical 
necessity,  the  soil  of  the  bed  of  the  sea  can  be  the  exclusive 
property  of  no  one  individual  or  nation,  except  in  those  rare  cases 
where  a  portion  of  the  bed  of  the  sea  has  been  beneficially  occu- 
pied for  a  sufficient  time  by  any  one  nation  to  give  a  prescriptive 
right  to  that  portion,  by  the  acquiescence  of  the  other  nations. 
The  writers  on  international  law  have  questioned  how  far  that 
particular  species  of  presumption  arising  from  the  lapse  of  time, 
which  is  called  prescription,  is  justly  applicable  as  between 
nation  and  nation ;  but  the  constant  and  approved  practice  of 
nations  shows  that  by  whatever  name  it  is  called,  the  uninter- 
rupted possession  of  territory  or  other  property  for  a  certain 
length  of  time  by  a  State  excludes  the  claim  of  every  other.8  It 
would  also  appear,  that  when  the  sea  or  the  bed  on  which  it  rests 
can  be  physically  occupied  permanently — as  by  the  erection  of 
piers,  harbours,  breakwaters  or  forts — it  may  be  the  subject 
of  occupation,  the  same  as  unoccupied  territory,  independently 
of  prescription  In  point  of  fact,  such  encroachments  are 
generally  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  navigation,  and  are  there- 
fore readily  acquiesced  in.  But  whether,  if  an  encroachment  in 
the  sea  were  such  as  to  obstruct  the  navigation  to  the  ships  of 
other  nations,  it  would  not  amount  to  just  cause  for  complaint  as 
inconsistent  with  international  rights,  might,  if  the  case  arose, 
be  deserving  of  serious  consideration.4 
Navigation  The  high  seas,  as  has  been  said,  are  open  to  all  the  world,  and 

the  ships  of  every  nation  are  free  to  navigate  them.  The  ships 
of  all  nations  while  so  navigating  the  high  seas  are  only  subject 
to  the  laws  of  their  own  country;  and  no  one  nation  has  the 
right  to  exercise  civil  or  criminal  jurisdiction  over  the  ships 
of  other  nations  while  passing  over  the  high  seas  between  one 
foreign  port  and  another.5 

The  English  Court  of  the  Admiralty  has  from  the  earliest  times 
exercised  criminal  jurisdiction  over  English  ships  on  the  high 

1  Vattcl,  Droit  des  Gens,  t.  1,  c.  xxiii.  *  Reg.  v.  Kryn,  2  Ex.  DivM  per  Kelly, 

5  Wheal  oil's  International  Law,   by  C.  B.,  p.  217;  The  Vig  ila  ////'«,  1  C.  Hob. 

Boyd,  p.  251.  1  ;  rJhe  Vrow  Anmi  Cather\na,  5  C.  Rob. 

3  Ibid.  p.  220.  161  ;  The  Sweet*,  1  Dodds,  Ad.  131.     As 

4  Cockbum,   C.  J.,  Reg.  v.    A>y*,  2  to  %k Xavigatlon"  see/Nitf,  Chap.  VII. 
Ex.  Div.  p.  198. 
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seas  all  over  the  world.1  By  stat.  15  Hie.  II.  e.  3,  it  was  enacted 
that  the  admiral  should  have  no  jurisdiction  within  the  body  of 
counties  either  by  land  or  sea,  except  for  mayhem  and  murder 
done  in  great  ships  being  and  hovering  in  estuaries  and  mouths 
of  great  rivers  below  the  bridges,  where  he  should  have  a  con- 
current jurisdiction  with  the  Courts  of  common  law.  Upon  this 
footing  the  criminal  law  has  remained  ever  since,  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  admiral  having  been  transferred  to  the  Central  Criminal 
Court  bv  4  dk  5  Will  IV.  e.  86. 

Although   the   laws  of   trade   and   navigation    cannot  affect  Merchant 
foreigners  beyond  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  a  State  so  as  to  isih^gsh?*' 
render  them  criminally  liable  to  those  laws,  the  English  legis- 
lature has  asserted  a  certain  dominion  over  foreign  ships  by 
sect.  688  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  57  it  58  Vict.  e.  60. 
This  section  provides  that — 

"  (1)  Whenever  any  injury  has  in  any  part  of  the  world  been  rower  to 
*'  caused  to  any  property2  belonging  to  her  Majesty  or  any  of  her  ship  thatTw1 
41  Majesty's  subjects  by  a  foreign  ship,  and  at  any  time  thereafter  occasioned 
"  that  ship  is  found  in  any  port  or  river  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
"  or  within  three  miles  of  the  coast  thereof,  a  judge  of  record  in  the 
"  United  Kingdom  (and  in  Scotland  the  Court  of  Session  and  also 
"  the  sheriff  of  the  county  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  ship 
"may  be)  may,  upon  its  being  shown  to  him  by  any  person 
"  applying  summarily  that  the  injury  was  probably  caused  by 
"  misconduct  or  want  of  skill  of  the  master  or  mariners  of  the 
"  ship,  issue  an  order  directed  to  any  officer  of  customs  or  other 
"  officer  named  by  the  judge,  Court,  or  sheriff,  requiring  him  to 
"  detain  the  ship  until  such  time  as  the  owner,  master  or  con- 
signee thereof  has  made  satisfaction  in  respect  of  the  injury,  or 
"has  given  security,  to  be  approved  by  the  judge,  Court,  or 
"  sheriff,  to  abide  the  event  of  any  action,  suit  or  other  legal 
44  proceeding  that  may  be  instituted  in  respect  of  the  injury,  and 
"  to  pay  all  costs  and  damages  that  may  be  awarded  thereon ; 
"  and  any  officer  of  customs  or  other  officer  to  whom  the  order  is 
"  directed  shall  detain  the  ship  accordingly. 

1  Foreigners  on  board  English  ships  tend  to  injury  to  the  person.  (//<//•/•/>  v. 
are  subject  to  English  law.  See  If  eg.  v.  Owner*  of  the  Franco  nia^  2  0.  P.  D.  173  ; 
tiattler.  Dears.  &  B.,  Cr.  C.525  ;  lUtj.  v.  The  Vera  Cruz,  10  App.  Gas.  59.)  In 
Andcr*ony  L.  R.,  1  Cr.  0.  161.  19  L.  T.  The  Bilbao,  Lush.  Hi),  this  provision 
■M) ;  Reg.  v.  Lexley,  Bell,  Cr.  C.  220.  was  held  to  give  jurisdiction  in  a  case 

2  The  remedy  given  by  the  similar  sec-  of  damage  by  a  foreign  ship  within  the 
tion  of  the  Act  of  1854  is  confined  to  cases  bady  of  a  county. 

of  damage  to  property  and  does  not  ex- 

1—2 
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"  (2)  Where  it  appears  that  before  an  application  can  be  made 
"  under  this  section,  the  ship  in  respect  of  which  the  application 
"  is  to  be  made  will  have  departed  from  the  limits  of  the  United 
"  Kingdom  or  three  miles  from  the  coast  thereof,  the  ship  may  be 
"  detained  for  such  time  as  will  allow  the  application  to  be  made, 
"  and  the  result  thereof  to  be  communicated  to  the  officer 
"  detaining  the  ship ;  and  that  officer  shall  not  be  liable  for  any 
"  costs  or  damages  in  respect  of  the  detention  unless  the  same  is 
"  proved  to  have  been  made  without  reasonable  grounds. 

"  (8)  In  any  legal  proceeding  in  relation  to  any  such  injury 
"  aforesaid,  the  person  giving  security  shall  be  made  defendant 
"  or  defender,  and  shall  be  stated  to  be  the  owner  of  the  ship 
"  that  has  occasioned  the  damage ;  and  the  production  of  the 
"  order  of  the  judge,  Court,  or  sheriff  made  in  relation  to  the 
"  security  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  liability  of  the 
"  defendant  or  defender  to  the  proceedings.'1 1 

Gockburn,  C.  J.,  doubts  whether  a  similar  section  in  the  Act  of 
1864  would  apply  to  a  ship  on  a  foreign  voyage,  as  the  authority 
is  to  detain  and  not  to  seize,  and  would  seem  applicable  only  to  a 
vessel  voluntarily  seeking  our  waters  otherwise  than  for  the  pur- 
pose of  passage,  and  so  bringing  itself  within  our  jurisdiction.3 

Pirates.  Pirates,  being  the  common  enemies  of  all  mankind,  and  all 

nations  having  an  equal  interest  in  their  apprehension  and 
punishment,  may  be  lawfully  captured  on  the  high  sea  by  the 
armed  vessels  of  any  particular  State,  and  brought  within  its 
territorial  jurisdiction  for  trial  at  its  tribunals.8 

Tolls.  The  sea,  being  the  great  highway  of  the  world,  no  tolls  are 

demandable  for  vessels  navigating  it.  This  freedom  is,  however, 
subject  to  exceptions  arising  from  benefits  done  to  the  community 
at  large  which  form  a  just  consideration  for  a  toll — such  as  the 
formation  of  ports,  harbours,  and  the  like — and  the  maintenance 
of  lights,  buoys  and  beacons.4  "  If,"  says  Hale,  C.  J.,  "  any  man 
"  will  prescribe  for  a  toll  upon  the  sea,  he  must  allege  good 
"  consideration ;  because,  by  Magna  Charta  and  other  statutes, 
"  every  man  has  a  right  to  go  and  come  upon  the  sea  without 
"  impediment." 5     An  Act  of   Parliament  will,   of  course,   be 

1  As  to  offences  against  property  or  *  flrg.  v.  Keyn,  2  Ex.  Div.  p.  218. 

person  committal  abioad  or  on  the  high  8  Wheaton's  International  Law,  p.  168. 

seas  by  masters,  seamen  or  apprentices  4  Hale  cle  Jure  Mai  is  Harg.  Tr.  51  : 

belonging  to  British  ships  see  sects.  6S9 —  Gann  v.  Free  Fi*hcr*  of  Whitstablc,  11 

6*.)1.  See  also  Abbot's  Law  of  Merchant  H.  L.  193. 

.shipping  (14th  ed.),  by  J.  P.  Aspinall,  6  1  Med.  105. 
K.  C,  and  H.  S.  Mtoie,  p.  1270. 
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effectual  to  enforce  a  toll  anywhere  within  its  operation.1  The 
right  of  navigation  includes  the  right  of  anchoring ;  and  no  tolls 
can  be  taken  for  anchorage  unless  in  a  port  or  harbour.3 

There  is  no  limit  imposed  by  the  common  law  or  by  interna-  Fishery. 
tional  law,  either  as  to  the  description  of  fish  that  may  be  caught 
on  the  high  seas,  or  the  means  of  catching  them,  or  the  season 
during  which  they  may  be  caught.  But  it  would  appear  that  a 
nation  may  bind  itself  by  treaty,  or,  perhaps,  even  by  non  user, 
from  participating  in  this  common  right  at  certain  places  in 
favour  of  other  nations.3  Where  this  right  is  exercised  by  several 
nations,  the  customs  of  other  nations  must  be  respected,  even  in 
places  which  are  free  to  all  the  world.4 

Although,  as  has  been  stated,  the  realm  of   England  only  Territorial 

extends  to  low  water  mark,  and  all  beyond  is  high  seas,  yet  the  jurisdiction 

common  consent  of  civilized  independent  States,  which  constitutes  of  the  Cr<>wn. 

international  law,  has  undoubtedly  appropriated  a  certain  portion 

of  the  high  seas  washing  the  shore  of  each  State  to  that  State 

for  the   fuller  enjoyment  and  protection  of  its  rights.6    The 

distance  to  which  these  so-called  territorial  waters  extend  appears 

generally  to  be  fixed  at  three  nautical  miles  ;  but  this  distance  is 

not  absolute,  and  is  liable  to  be  altered  by  the  provisions  of 

particular  treaties.6     The  extravagant  doctrine  laid  down  by 

Selden  in  his  Mare  clawum,  and  followed  by  Hale  de  Jure  Maris, 

that  the  four  seas  washing  the  coasts  of  England  were  in  the 

absolute  dominion  and  ownership  of  the  sovereign  of  England, 

has  long  ago  given  way  to  the  influence  of  reason  and  common 

sense ;  but  it  was  up  to  the  decision  of  the  recent  case,  Reg.  v. 

Keyn,  a  vcxata  qnastio,  giving  rise  to  much  difference  of  opinion, 

whether  the  dominion  which  is  admitted  to  exist  by  the  sovereign 


i  Woolrych  on  Waters,  p.  299. 

2  Gattn  v.  Free  Fishers  of  Whitstable, 
supra.  As  to  tolls,  see  farther  p.  53, 
potity  and  Chap.  IX. 

3  Phillimore's  International  Law,  vol. . 
1,  p.  213  ;  Vattel,  1. 1, 1.  1,  c.  xxiii.,  sect. 
286. 

4  Fennings  and  others  v.  Lord  Gren* 
ville,  1  Taunt  248,  9  R.  R.  760.  As 
to  "Fishery?  see  post,  Chap.  VI. 

*  As  regards  the  territorial  waters  of 
foreign  States,  tlje  following  provision 
is  inserted  in  the  King's  Regulations 
and  Admiralty  Instructions  for  their 
due  recognition  by  naval  officers  and 
men: — 

''The  territorial    limits   of    foreign 


"  Powers  in  amity  with  his  Majesty  arc 
* *  to  be  scrupulously  respected .  No  exer- 
11  cise  of  authority  over  the  persons,  the 
"ships,  or  the  goods  of  another  nation  is 
u  permissible  within  such  limits,  nor  is 
"  great  gun  practice  to  take  place  whet  her 
"  at  floating  targets  or  objects  on  shore 
"  within  such  limits  without  the  permis- 
44  sion  of  the  authorities."  (Sect.  455.) 
6  Phillimore's  International  Law,  vol. 
1,  p. 237.  The  limit  agreed  on  by  Great 
Britain,  France  and  the  United  States 
is  three  nautical  miles,  Spain  puts  it  at 
hix  miles,  and  Germany  at  cannon  range. 
See  as  to  this  point  the  Encyclopaedia 
of  the  Laws  of  England  (Rentou),  pp. 
132—134, 44  Territorial  Waters." 
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of  England  over  such  territorial  waters  is  an  absolute  dominion, 
so  as  to  constitute  such  territorial  waters  part  of  the  realm  of 
England,  and  vest  the  property  of  the  soil  below  the  water  in 
the  Crown,  or  whether  it  is  a  more  limited  dominion  dependent 
not  on  original  or  inherent  right,  but  on  the  acquiescence  of 
other  nations,  and  so  limited  by  such  acquiescence  to  the  par- 
ticular purposes  for  which  such  dominion  has  been  acquiesced  in. 
R*g%  v.  K*yn.  In  the  case  of  Reg.  v.  Keyn,1  the  defendant,  a  foreigner, 
commanding  a  foreign  ship  on  a  voyage  to  a  foreign  port,  was 
tried  and  convicted  of  manslaughter  at  the  Central  Criminal 
Court  for  running  down  an  English  ship  within  three  miles  of 
the  shore  of  England,  and  causing  the  death  of  a  passenger 

•  

under  circumstances  which  amounted  to  manslaughter  by  English 
law.  The  learned  judge  at  the  trial,  Pollock,  B.,  reserved  the 
question  of  jurisdiction  for  the  Court  for  Crown  Cases  Reserved. 
The  case  was  twice  argued,  the  second  time  before  fourteen 
judges,  and  the  conviction  was  quashed  by  a  majority  of  seven 
to  six,  one  judge,  Archibald,  J.,  having  died  before  the  judgment 
was  given,  who  would  have  agreed  with  the  majority  of  the  Court. 
It  being  admitted  that  the  defendant  being  a  foreigner  on  board 
a  foreign  ship,  could  not  have  been  tried  by  an  English  Court  if 
the  crime  had  been  committed  on  the  high  seas  out  of  British 
territory,  the  real  question  in  the  case  was  whether  this  spot  on 
the  high  seas  where  the  collision  occurred  was  or  was  not  within 
the  British  territory.  The  minority  of  the  Court,  Lord  Coleridge, 
C.  J.,  Brett  and  Amphlett,  JJ.  A.,  Grove  and  Lindley,  JJ.,  held 
that  by  the  law  of  nations,  the  open  sea  within  three  miles  of  the 
coast  of  England  is  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the  nation  as  much 
and  as  completely  as  if  it  were  land  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the 
nation,  and  that  every  enactment,  whether  of  statute  or  of 
common  law,  applied  to  the  whole  of  such  territory,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  Central  Criminal  Court  which  succeeded  to  the 
criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  admiral  over  the  seas  without  the 
body  of  a  county,  but  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the 
realm,  had  jurisdiction  to  try  the  case.  Denman,  J.,  agreed  with 
the  minority  on  the  ground  that  the  act  causing  death  was 
committed  on  board  the  English  ship,  and  so  constructively  on 
British  territory.  The  majority  of  the  Court,  Cockburn,  C.  J., 
Kelly,  C.  B.,  Bramwell,  J.  A.,  Lush  and  Field,  JJ.,  Sir  R. 
Fhillimore  and  Pollock,  B.,  held  that  the  Central  Criminal  Court 

1  2  Ex.  Div.  63,  46  L.  J.,  M.  C.  17. 
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had  no  jurisdiction,  and  quashed  the  conviction.  The  elaborate  Reg.  v.  Keyn. 
judgment  of  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  with  which  the  majority  of  the 
Court  substantially  agreed,  was  to  the  effect,  that  although  the 
common  consent  of  nations  had  appropriated  the  sea  within 
three  miles  of  the  shore  to  the  adjacent  State  to  deal  with  as 
such  State  might  think  fit  and  expedient  for  its  own  interests, 
yet  such  concurrent  assent  that  a  portion  of  what  was  before 
treated  as  the  high  seas,  and,  as  such,  common  to  the  world, 
should  be  treated  as  British  territory,  could  not  of  itself,  without 
the  authority  of  Parliament,  convert  that  which  before  was  in 
the  eye  of  the  law  high  sea  into  British  territory,  and  so  change 
the  law  or  give  to  the  Courts  of  this  country  a  jurisdiction  over 
the  foreigner  where  they  had  it  not  before.  Sir  B.  Phillimore 
seems  rather  to  imply  a  doubt  as  to  the  power  of  Parliament  to 
legislate  for  these  waters,  so  as  to  bind  other  nations,  except  for 
the  purposes  of  the  protection  and  peace  of  the  State;  but 
Lush,  J.,  particularly  guards  himself  from  seeming  to  imply  any 
doubt  as  to  the  competency  of  Parliament  to  legislate  as  it  may 
think  fit  for  these  waters ;  and  his  short  judgment  expresses  in  a 
few  words  his  view  of  the  law.1  "  I  have  already  announced 
that,  although  I  had  prepared  a  separate  judgment,  I  did  not 
feel  it  necessary  to.  deliver  it,  because,  having  since  perused  the 
judgment  which  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  has  just  read,  I  found 
that  we  agreed  entirely  in  our  conclusions,  and  that  I  agreed 
in  the  main  with  the  reasons  on  which  those  conclusions  are 
founded.  I  wish  however  to  guard  myself  from  being  supposed 
to  imply  a  doubt  as  to  the  competency  of  Parliament  to 
legislate  as  it  may  think  fit  for  these  waters.  I  think  that 
usage  and  the  common  consent  of  nations,  which  constitute 
international  law,  have  appropriated  these  waters  to  the 
adjacent  State,  to  deal  with  them  as  the  State  may  deem 
expedient  for  its  own  interests.  They  are,  therefore,  in  the 
language  of  diplomacy  and  of  international  law,  termed  by  a 
convenient  metaphor  the  territorial  waters  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  same  or  equivalent  phrases  are  used  in  some  of  our 
statutes,  denoting  that  this  belt  of  sea  is  under  the  exclusive 
dominion  of  the  State.  But  the  dominion  is  the  dominion  of 
Parliament,  and  not  the  dominion  of  the  common  law.  That 
extends  no  farther  than  the  limits  of  the  realm.  In  the  reign 
of  Bichard  II.,  the  realm  consisted  of  the  land  within  the  body 

1  2  Ex.  Div.  2H8. 
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"of  the  counties.  All  beyond  low  water  mark  was  part  of  the 
"  high  seas.  At  that  period  the  three  mile  radius  had  not  been 
"  thought  of.  International  law,  which,  upon  this  subject  at 
"  least,  has  grown  up  since  that  period,  cannot  enlarge  the  area 
4 'of  our  municipal  law;  nor  could  treaties  with  all  the  nations 
"of  the  world  have  that  effect.  That  can  only  be  done  by 
"  Parliament.  As  no  such  Act  has  been  passed,  it  follows  that 
"  what  was  out  of  the  realm  then,  is  out  of  the  realm  now,  and 
"  what  was  part  of  the  high  seas  then,  is  part  of  the  high  seas 
"now,  and  upon  the  high  seas  the  Admiralty  jurisdiction  was 
"  confined  to  British  ships.  Therefore,  although  as  between 
"  nation  and  nation  these  waters  are  British  territory,  as  being 
"under  the  exclusive  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  in  judicial 
"language  they  are  out  of  the  realm,  and  any  exercise  of 
"criminal  jurisdiction  over  a  foreign  ship  in  these  waters  must, 
"  in  my  judgment,  be  authorized  by  an  Act  of  Parliament." 

This  appears  to  be  the  view  taken  by  the  legislature,  for 

immediately  after  the  decision  of  the  case,   an  Act  entitled 

41  &  42  Vict.    The  Territorial  Waters  Act,  was  passed,  defining  the  territorial 

waters  of  her  Majesty's  dominions  to  be  so  much  of  the  sea 
adjacent  to  the  coast  as  is  deemed  by  international  law  to  be 
within  the  territorial  waters  of  her  Majesty,  and  declaring  that 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  any  part  of  the  sea  within  a  marine 
league  of  the  coast,  measured  from  low  water  mark,  shall  be 
open  sea  within  the  territorial  waters  of  her  Majesty's  dominions. 
It  then  enacts,  that  any  offence  committed  by  a  person,  whether 
he  is  or  is  not  a  subject  of  her  Majesty,  within  the  territorial 
waters  of  her  Majesty's  dominions,  is  an  offence  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  admiral,  although  it  may  have  been  committed 
on  board  or  by  means  of  a  foreign  ship,  and  the  person  who 
commits  it  may  be  arrested  and  tried  and  punished  accordingly. 
It  is,  however,  provided  that   "  Proceedings  for  the  trial  or 
"punishment  of  a  person  not  being  a  subject  of  her  Majesty 
"  shall  not  be  instituted  in  any  Court  of  the  United  Kingdom 
"  except  with    the  consent  of  one  of  her  Majesty's  principal 
"  Secretaries  of  State,  nor  in  any  of  the  dominions  out  of  the 
"  United  Kingdom  except  with  the  leave  of  the  governor  thereof." 
Title  of  the  This  statute  does  not  enlarge  or  declare  the  law  as  to  the 

befow^ow80  ownership  of  the  bed  of  the  sea  below  low  water  mark,  and 
water  mark  as  ft  wouid  appear,  according  to  the  decision  of  Reg.  v.  Keyn,  that 
natioDB.  as  no  statute  has  been  passed  so  appropriating  it,  except  in  the 
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case  of  an  uninterrupted  occupation  for  a  sufficient  time  to  gain 
a  title  by  prescription,  the  Crown  would  have  no  right  in  the  bed 
of  the  sea  beyond  low  water  mark,  and  within  three  miles  as 
against  other  nations.  The  question  as  to  whether  the  Grown 
is  entitled  to  the  ownership  of  the  soil  beneath  the  sea  within 
three  miles,  has  never  been  directly  raised  apart  from  the  question 
of  jurisdiction;  and  though  it  would  appear  now  to  be  finally 
settled  by  Reg.  v.  Keyn  that  the  Crown  has  no  such  rights  below 
low  water  mark,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  in  the  case  of 
Gammel  v.  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests,1  Lord  Wensley- 
dale,  and  apparently  Lord  Cranworth,  are  of  opinion  that  the 
soil  of  the  shore  within  three  miles  is  in  the  Crown,  as  are  also 
Lord  Chelmsford  and  Erie,  C.  J.,  in  Gann  v.  Free  Fishers  of 
WhiUtaUt* 

It  would  seem  clear  that  by  international  law  the  Crown  has,  Right  of 
independently  of  the  question  of  ownership  of  the  bed  of  the  sea,  l)rot€Ctlon- 
or  of  the  limits  of  the  realm,  all  necessary  powers  of  protection 
and  self-defence  over  subjects  and  foreigners  alike.3  "  A  nation/' 
says  Vattel,4"is  under  an  obligation  to  preserve  itself  and  its 
"  members,  and  has  a  right  to  everything  necessary  for  its  self- 
-preservation and  which  can  assist  it  to  ward  off  imminent 
"  danger  and  to  keep  at  a  distance  everything  capable  of  causing 
"  it  ruin."5 


1  3  McQueen,  H.  L.  419. 

*  11  C.  B.,  N.  S.  387 ;  11  H.  L.  192  ; 
see  also  judgment  of  Brett,  J.  A.,  in 
Reg.  v.  A>y«,  2  Ex.  Div.  p.  124. 

3  See  also  the  Defence  Act,  6  &  7  Vict, 
c.  94,  and  Amending  Acts. 

4  Droits  des  Gens,  t.  1,  pp.  109, 110. 

h  See  also  Reg.  v.Keyn,  2  Ex.  D.  63,  46 
L.  J.,  M.  C.  1 7,  pa*xim.  This  question  has 
been  much  discussed  owing  to  the  English 
Channel  Tunnel  scheme.  On  the  ground 
that  the  tunnel  might  be  a  f  oture  danger 
to  the  nation,  the  Attorney-General  repre- 
senting the  Board  of  Trade,  applied  in 
1882  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  ex- 
tension of  the  works  at  Dover  below  the 
line  of  low  water  mark.  The  application 
was  made  before  Kay,  J.,  and  resulted  in 
a  compromise  and  temporary  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  company  agreed  to 
permit  the  inspection  of  their  works  by 
the  officials  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  to 
discontinue  their  operations  below  low 
watermark  until  the  legal  points  in  dis- 
pute should  be  finally  determined  by 
the  Courts  of  law.  No  further  steps  have 
been  taken  in  the  matter  up  to  the 
present  date  (1902),  but  the  following 


statement  of  the  law  by  M.  Ortolan  in 
his  Diplomatic  de  la  Mer,  ed.  1864,  1. 
pp.  152  etttq.,  seems  conclusive  in  favour 
of  the  Crown  : — 

"  The  security  of  a  State,  its  duty  to 
"  protect  itself,  create  for  it  the  necessity 
"  of  watching  particularly  over  its  fron- 
"  tiers.  In  virtue  of  its  right  of  absolute 
"  independence  it  has  the  right  to  regulate 
11  at  its  pleasure,  with  regard  to  foreigners, 
"the  approaches  to  its  territory.  The 
"maritime  frontiers  of  a  State  arc  by  their 
"  nature  exposed  to  unexpected  attacks, 
"to  sudden  invasion;  contraband  trade 
"and  illicit  commerce  can  be  organised 
"  there  on  a  large  scale.  A  nation  ought 
"then  to  exercise  a  most  vigilant  su|>er- 
"  vision  over  the  vessels  of  all  kinds  which 
"may  attempt  to  effect  a  landing  on  its 
"shores  in  a  clandestine  manner,  and  even 
"over  those  which  approach  too  near. 
"  The  shores  and  banks  of  the  sea,  which 
"  mark  the  coastsof  a  State,are  the  natural 
"maritime  boundaries  of  that  State. 
"But  for  the  protection,  for  the  more 
"effectual  defence  of  these  natural  boun- 
44  claries,  the  general  custom  of  nations, 
"in  accordance  with  numerous  public 
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OF   THE    SEA,    AND   RIGHTS   THEREIN, 


As  against  a 
subject. 


Protection  of 
revenue,  etc. 


That  the  Grown  can  acquire  a  title  to  mines  below  low  water 
mark  as  against  a  subject,  is  shown  by  the  dispute  between  the 
Crown  and  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  which  resulted  in  the  stat. 
21  <fc  22  Vict.  c.  109.  That  statute  enacts  that  the  mines  and 
minerals  below  low  water  mark  are,  as  between  the  Queen's 
Majesty  in  right  of  her  Crown,  and  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  of  Wales  in  right  of  his  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  vested  in  her 
Majesty  in  right  of  her  Crown,  as  part  of  the  soil  and  territorial 
possessions  of  the  Crown.1  In  Johnson  v.  Barrett,2  it  was  held 
that  a  quay  below  low  water  mark  at  Yarmouth  belonged  to  the 
Crown  and  that  an  intruder  on  the  Crown  may  have  an  action 
of  trespass  against  a  stranger ;  whereas  in  Blackpool  Pi^r  Co. 
v.  Fylde  Union,*  the  Court  held,  on  the  authority  of  Reg.  v. 
Keyn*  that  the  part  of  a  pier  below  low  water  mark  was  out  of 
the  realm  and  so  not  rateable  to  the  poor  as  an  extra-parochial 
place  within  81  ct  82  Vict.  c.  122,  s.  27.5 

Various  treaties  and  statutes  for  the  maintenance  of  neutral 
rights  during  war,  and  the  prevention  of  breaches  of  the  revenue 
and  fishery  laws  are  now  in  force,  and  most  of  them  recognize 
three  miles  as  the  limit,  though  this  limit  is  not  universal, 
for  it  is  admitted  by  international  law  that  a  nation  is  entitled 
to  take  such  measures  as  it  may  deem  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  its  revenue  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  its  shores.6 
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treaties,  permits  an  imaginary  line  to  be 
traced  on  the  sea  at  a  suitable  distance 
from  the  coasts,  and  following  their 
contours,  which  is  to  be  considered  as 
an  artificial  maritime  frontier.  Every 
vessel  which  comes  within  this  line 
limiting  the  rights  of  sovereignty  and 
jurisdiction  of  the  State  is  said  to  be 
within  the  waters  of  the  State.  It  is 
this  imaginary  line  which  Finheiro- 
Ferreira  calls  'lignc  de  respect,'  and 
within  which  he  justly  remarks  that 
'  the  foreigner,  even  in  the  absence  of  all 
'force,  ought  to  conduct  himself  as  if  he 
'were  upon  the  territory  of  the  State, 
'and  to  undertake  nothing  which  the 
i  Government  of  the  State  would  have  a 
4  right  to  prevent  as  threatening  the  pro- 
'  pertyorsafety  of  the  nation.'  Charged 
with  this  particular  duty  of  public  de- 
fence over  the  whole  of  this  space,  the 
State  has  the  right  to  make  the  regula- 
tions and  laws  necessary  for  this  end, 
and  to  employ  the  public  force  to  ensure 
their  execution  there.  In  a  word,  the 
State  has  over  this  space  not  the  right 
of  property  but  the  right  of  empire  ;  a 
power  of  legislation  of  supervision  and 


"of  jurisdiction  in 'conformity  with  the 
"  rules  of  International  Jurisdiction." 

1  See  remarks  of  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  on 
this  case,  which  was  much  relied  on  by 
the  defendant  iu  Beg.  v.  Keyn.  See 
also  Lord  Adroeate  v.  Wemy**  (1900). 
App.  Cas.  48,  H.  L.  Sc,  where  it  was  held 
that  the  grant  of  a  barony  with  power  to 
work  minerals  infra  fluxnm  marl*  does 
not  extend  to  minerals  below  low  water 
mark,  as  the  words  of  the  grant  show 
that  it  is  limited  to  minerals  under  the 
foreshore  only. 

2  Aleyn,  10. 

8  46  L.  J.,  M.  C.  189,  36  L.  T.  251. 

4  2  Ex.  D.  68. 

5  As  to  right  to  a  jetty  under  the  laws 
of  New  Zealand  and  the  Public  Works 
Act,  1882,  see  Plimmer  v.  Wellington 
(Mat/or  of),  9  App.  Cas.  699,  714. 

6  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  2  Ex.  D.  p.  216. 
The  question  of  the  sufficiency  of  the 
three-mile  limit  for  purposes  of  protec- 
tion and  security  in  time  of  war  in  view 
of  the  enormous  increase  of  the  range  of 
modem  artillerv  has  been  much  dis- 
cussed  in  late  years. 

The  Institute  of  International  Law  in 
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The  result  of  the  authorities  seems  to  be  briefly  as  follows : — 
1.  The  realm  of  England  only  extends  to  low  water  mark; 
all  beyond  is  the  high  sea. 


1896  drew  up  a  series  of  rules  which 
express  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  of 
specialists  in  international  law.  The 
chief  point  adopted,  namely,  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  fishery  limit  and  that 
for  other  sovereign  rights  and  neutrality, 
is  explained  in  the  following  passage 
from  a  report  to  the  International  Law 
Association  on  the  same  subject  by  Mr. 
T.  Barclay,  to  whose  initiative  the  dis- 
tinction was  due : — 

44  Text-book  writers  are  agreed  that 
"  cannon-shot  range  from  shore  was  the 
'*  original  basis  of  the  existing  three-mile 
"  rule,  and  they  are  also  agreed  that  this 
"  distance  falls  very  far  short  of  contem- 
"  porary  cannon  range.  There  are  thus 
'•practically  two  limits  from  shore 
*•  known,  at  least  historically,  to  inter- 
"  national  law  for  the  determination  of 
14  a  State's  jurisdictional  zone  seawards, 
"  namely,  the  distance  within  which  the 
"  State  can  de  facto  exert  its  authority  by 
"the  use  of  artillery  on  shore,  and  the 
*'  other  a  fixed  distance  of  three  maritime 
*•  miles,  which  most  States  in  practice 
"  apply.  These  two  distances  being  no 
"  longer  identical  it  has  become  a  ques- 
tion whether  there  is  not  in  reality  a 
"distinction  of  principle  between  them  ; 
"whether  the  varying  and  uncertain 
"cannon-shot  limit  can  be  a  proper  basis 
"  for  sovereign  rights ;  and,  if  it  cannot, 
"whether,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  not 
"have  a  juridical  basis  in  respect  of  the 
"  light  of  the  neutral  not  to  be  molested 
"by  acts  between  belligerents.  When 
"the  modern  idea  of  territorial  waters 
"came  into  existence,  neutral  States 
"were  protected  against  acts  between 
"  belligerents  within  a  distance  which  was 
"then  the  cannon  range.  Why  should 
u  they  no  longer  be  protected  within  that 
"  range  ?  No  change  has  taken  place  in 
"the  opinions  of  men  which  would 
"abridge  the  rights  of  neutrals.  Quite 
14  the  contrary.  My  proposal  to  the  insti- 
'•tute,  therefore,  is  to  reaffirm  due  limit 
"  of  cannon  range  as  the  public  law  of 
"Europe,  but  to  confine  its  application 
"  to  the  right  of  the  neutral  as  founded 
"in  reason."  (See  report  of  Brussels 
meeting  of  Association,  1895,  p.  4.) 

If  States  are  not  yet  agreed  whether 
the  proper  limit  is  three  miles  (Great 
Britain,  France,  United  States),  or  six 
miles  (Spain),  or  cannon  range  (Ger- 
many), they  are  all  agreed  that  whatever 
the  limit  be,  fisheries  within  it  arc  re- 
served to  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  the 
adjacent  State  exclusively,  that  all  States 


have  a  right  of  innocent  passage  through 
territorial  waters,  but  are  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  adjacent  State  if  they 
cast  anchor  or  hover  in  them,  and  that 
if  the  adjacent  State  be  neutral,  acts  of 
war  committed  within  them  are  an 
infringement  of  its  neutrality. 

As  regards  waters  which  the  adjacent 
State  can  physically  close  against  navi- 
gation, but  which  arc  in  communication 
with  the  high  sea,  States  practically 
recognise  the  following  distinctions  : — 

1.  Inland  waters  surrounded  by  the 
territory  of  the  same  State,  and  serving 
only  as  a  means  of  access  to  ports  of  the 
State,  by  whose  territory  they  are  sur- 
rounded, though  communicating  with 
the  high  sea,  if  the  breadth  of  the  channel 
of  communication  by  its  narrowness  and 
the  configuration  of  the  coast  practically 
severs  such  waters  from  the  open  sea, 
are  classed  with  national  rivers  and 
their  estuaries  as  inland  waters.  (The 
Zuiderzee,  the  North  German  Haffs,  the 
Sea  of  Azov,  are  instances  of  such  waters.) 

2.  Bays,  the  headlands  of  which,  though 
wider  asunder  than  twice  the  ordinary 
distance  seawards  of  territorial  waters, 
project  so  as  to  place  them  unquestion- 
ably beyond  the  line  of  what  may  be 
called  "inter-foreign "  communication, 
are  territorial  waters.  Such  bays  are 
the  Bay  of  Cancale,  in  France  (seven- 
teen miles  wide)  and  the  Scotch  firths. 
It  is  difficult,  however,  to  reconcile  the 
practice  in  these  instances  with  general 
practice  as  regards  fishery  limit. 

3.  Channels  between  the  territory  of 
the  same  State,  though  they  can  be  used 
in  "inter-foreign"  communication,  if 
not  indispensable  or  even  very  useful  for 
such  navigation,  or  if  they  serve  dc  facto 
only  for  communication  with  ports  of 
the  adjacent  States,  are  territorial  or 
inland,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  St. 
George' 8  Channel  is  an  instance  of  the 
one,  the  Solent  of  the  other. 

4.  Channels  indispensable  or  of  extreme 
utility  for  " inter-foreign  "  communica- 
tion, both  shores  of  which  belong  to  the 
same  State,  however  narrow,  may  beheld 
to  be  territorial  waters.  Such  are  the 
Straits  of  Messina  and  The  Dardanelles 
(subject  to  treaty  stipulations). 

5.  Channels  serving  for  international 
communication  between  shores  belong- 
ing to  different  States,  such  as  the  Straits 
of  Gibraltar,  the  Sound,  the  Lymoon 
Pass,  etc.,  are  also  territorial  waters. 
(Encyclopaedia  of  the  Law  of  England, 
p.  132—134.) 
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OF   THE    SEA,    AND   RIGHTS   THEREIN. 


Navigation. 


41  &  42  Vict, 
c.  73. 


Fishery. 


2.  For  the  distance  of  three  miles,  and  in  some  cases  more, 
international  law  has  conceded  an  extension  of  dominion  over 
the  seas  washing  the  shores. 

3.  This  concession  is  evidenced  by  treaty  or  by  long  usage. 

4.  In  no  case  can  the  concession  extend  the  realm  of  England 
so  as  to  make  the  conceded  portion  liable  to  the  common  law, 
or  to  vest  the  soil  of  the  bed  in  the  Crown.  This  must  be  done 
by  the  act  of  the  legislature. 

The  laws  relating  to  navigation  are,  with  the  foregoing  excep- 
tions, the  same  within  as  without  the  territorial  waters.  These 
waters  are  free  to  the  peaceful  navigation  as  well  by  foreign 
as  by  English  ships.1  According  to  international  law,  it  is 
certainly  the  right  incident  to  each  State  to  refuse  a  passage 
to  foreigners  over  its  territory  by  land,  whether  in  time  of  peace 
or  war ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  a  nation  has  the  same  right 
with  respect  to  preventing  the  peaceful  passage  of  foreign  ships 
in  time  of  peace  over  this  portion  of  the  high  seas.3 

A  foreign  vessel,  therefore,  on  a  voyage  to  a  foreign  port,  and 
having  this  right  of  passage  over  the  sea  within  three  miles  of 
the  English  coast,  is  not  subject  to  the  English  municipal  law  in 
the  absence  of  express  provision  by  Act  of  Parliament ; 8  but  a 
foreign  vessel  seeking  an  English  port  is  liable  to  English  law.4 
By  41  dc  42  Vict.  c.  78,  foreigners  on  board  foreign  ships,  and 
passing  within  three  miles  of  the  English  coast,  are  now  made 
subject  to  the  English  criminal  law. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  by  treaty,  or  by  the  implied 
assent  of  nations,  the  right  of  fishing  within  three  miles  of 
the  coast  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  vested  exclusively  in  the 
inhabitants  subjects  of  his  Majesty.5 

By  31  cfc  82  Vict.  c.  45,  46  d-  47  Vict.  c.  22,  54  <0  55  Vict.  c.  87, 
and  56  <fc  57  Vict.  c.  53,  the  fisheries  on  the  coasts  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  Holland,  Germany,  Belgium  and  Denmark  are 
regulated  as  between  the  inhabitants  of  those  States ;  and  by 
the  conventions  between  the  countries  annexed  to  the  statutes 
it  is  provided  that  British  fishermen  shall  have  the  exclusive 
right  of  fishing  on  the  British  coasts  within  the  distance  of  three 
miles  from  low  water.    The  fisheries  are  regulated  by  various 


>  The  fruronia,  1  Lush.  410. 
2  Sir  It.  Phillimorc,  2  Ex.  Div.  82. 
a  TJie  Saxonia,  1  Lush.  410. 
4  The  Annajwll*,  1    Lush.  295  ;    'fite 
Joanna  Stoll,  1  Lush.29."> ;  Cunningham 's 


case,  Bell,  Cr.  C.  72. 

5  As  to  this  see  Gammel  Y.Wood*  a?id 
Forest*,  3  McQ.  H.  L.  419,  and  post, 
Chap.  VI. 
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statutes  prescribing  the  manner  in  which  fish  may  be  taken,  and  the 
close  seasons,  &c,  which  will  be  treated  fully  in  another  chapter.1 

It  has  been  laid  down  that  the  territory  or  realm  of  England  Creeks  and 
is  that  over  which  the  common  law  of  England  extends,  or,  Rrm8°  8ea- 
in  other  words,  all  that  is  within  the  body  of  a  county,  and  that 
the  county  extends  to  low  water  mark,  where  the  high  seas 
begin.3  Hence  those  creeks  or  arms  of  the  sea  which  lie  within 
th3  body  of  a  county  will  be  governed  by  the  rules  of  law  relating 
to  the  sea  shore  and  inland  tidal  waters,  which  are  treated  of  in 
the  succeeding  pages,  while  those  inlets  of  the  sea  which  do  not 
bo  lie  within  the  body  of  a  county  will  form  part  of  the  territorial 
waters  of  the  State,  and  be  governed  by  the  laws  relating  to 
such  territorial  waters  which  have  been  stated  in  the  preceding 
pages.3 

The  question  as  to  what  portion  of  the  sea  is  so  within  the 
body  of  a  county,  is  a  somewhat  difficult  one,  and  is  one  which, 
it  would  appear,  must  be  decided  by  evidence  in  each  particular 
case.  It  is  said  by  Hale  that  an  arm  or  branch  of  the  sea  which 
lies  intra  fauces  terra,  where  a  man  may  reasonably  discern 
between  shore  and  shore,  is,  or  at  least  may  be,  within  the  body 
of  a  county;*  and  Lord  Coke,  in  the  case  of  Leigh  v.  Burleyf 
observes  that  the  admiral  should  have  no  jurisdiction  where  a 
man  may  see  from  one  side  to  another,  to  which  the  other 
justices  agreed.  This  view  is  confirmed  by  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  in 
Reg.  v.  Keyn,  and  may  be  taken  to  be  settled  law.0  An  estuary 
or  arm  of  the  sea  is  prima  facie  extra-parochial,  but  this 
presumption  may  be  rebutted.7 


1  See  Chap.  VI.,  pout. 

*  Reg.  v.  Keyn,  2  Ex.  D.  67,  197. 

3  A  creek  or  arm  of  the  sea  in  order 
to  be  u  navigable  "  in  the  legal  aerate  of 
the  term  must  be  affected  by  the  ebb  and 
flow  of  the  ordinary  or  mean  tides.  The 
circumstance  that  it  can  be  traversed 
by  small  boats  does  not  make  navig- 
able a  creek  which  is  not  so  affected. 
Ilvkester  v.  Ha*hle\gh,  5  T.  L.  R.  739 ; 
61  L.  T.  477 ;  38  W.  B.  104,  see  jw*t, 
p.  16  (n.  4). 

4  Dc  Jure  Maris,  p.  10,  Harg.  Tracts. 

*  Ow.  122. 

*  2  Ex.  Div.  pp.  164, 168.  It  is  stated 
by  writers  on  international  law  that  the 
exclusive  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the 
British  Crown  has  extended  immemo- 
rial ly  to  those  bays  called  the  King'* 
Chambers — i.e.  portions  of  the  sea  cut 


off  by  lines  drawn  from  one  promontory 
to  another — but  it  would  seem  doubtful 
whether  this  jurisdiction  was  anything 
else  than  the  right  of  defence  before 
mentioned,  which  is  admitted  to  exist 
for  the  protection  of  peace  and  the 
revenue ;  see,  however,  Sir  R.  Phillimore, 
lteg.  v.  KeijH,  2  Ex.  D.  71  ;  see  also 
Wheaton,  Int.  Law,  p.  240;  Vnttel. 
Droit  des  Gens,  liv.  1,  ch.  22,  s.  281  ; 
Phillimore,  Int.  Law,  vol.  i.  p.  239  ;  Life 
of  Sir  L.  Jenkins,  vol.  ii.  pp.  727,  728, 
780.  For  bays  under  the  conventions 
between  Great  Britain  and  France,  as 
well  as  under  the  North  Sea  Fisheries 
Conventions,  the  three-mile  limit  is 
measured  from  a  straight  line  drawn 
from  headland  to  headland  at  the  point 
where  they  are  ten  miles  across. 

'  IjMoich  Dock  Commissioner*  v.  St. 
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Definition  and 
limits. 


Forms  part  of 
the  body  of 


The  Sea  Shore. 

The  sea  shore  may  be  defined  as  that  portion  of  the  land 
adjacent  to  the  sea  which  is  alternately  covered  and  left  dry 
by  the  ordinary  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tides.  Although,  in 
common  parlance,  the  word  shore  has  often  a  more  extensive 
meaning — taking  in  all  that  extensive  belt  of  waste  ground  or 
strand,  shingles,  and  rock  liable  to  the  action  of  every  kind 
of  tide — yet  it  is  now  finally  settled,  that  in  legal  intendment 
no  more  of  that  unclaimed  tract  is  sea  shore  than  that  portion 
which  lies  between  high  and  low  water  mark  at  ordinary  tides.1 
This  point  has  been  finally  settled  by  the  case  of  Attorney- 
General  v.  Chambers,2  in  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  Cranworth, 
assisted  by  Maule,  J.,  and  Alderson,  B.,  held  that  the  sea  shore 
landwards  is,  in  the  absence  of  particular  usage,  prima  facie 
limited  by  the  line  of  the  medium  high  tide  between  the  spring 
tides  and  the  neap  tides ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  part  of  the 
shore  which  for  four  days  in  every  week,  or  for  the  most  part  of 
the  year,  is  reached  and  covered  by  the  tides.8  As  this  line  will 
vary  as  the  sea  recedes  from  or  encroaches  on  the  land,  so 
the  boundaries  of  the  shore  will  vary  with  the  recession  or 
encroachments  of  the  sea.4  Land  above  this  line,  though  over- 
flowed by  high  spring  and  extraordinary  tides,  is  not  shore,  but 
is  presumed  to  be  land  the  property  of  adjoining  owners.5 

The  sea  shore,  as  above  defined,  forms  part  of  the  body  of  the 


Peter"*,  Ijmciclt,  7  B.  &  S.  310  ;  Trustee* 
of  Duke  of  Bridgwater  v.  Boutlc-cum- 
Li /mere,  7  B.  &  S.  348  ;  ifa/.v.  Mujtxon, 
8  E.  &  B.  900  ;  McCannon'v.  Sinclair, 
2  E.  &  E.  53. 

1  Moore's  History  of  the  Foreshore 
(Hall  on  the  Sea  Shore),  3rd  ed.  p.  674. 

2  4  De  Gcx,  M.  &  G.  206,  23  L.  J.  Ch. 
662  ;  see  Lord  Adv.  v.  Wemys*,  (1900) 
A.  C.  48,  H.  L.  Sc. 

3  See  also  Blnndell  v.  Catteral,  5  B. 
&  Aid.  268, 24  K.  R.  353,  per  Holroyd,  J. ; 
and  Lowe  v.  Gorett,  3  B.  &  A.  813,  37  R. 
li.  560,  per  Lord  Tenterden,  C.  J.  ;  see 
Ilchester  v.  Bushleigh, 5  T.  L.  R.  739  ;  61 
L.  T.  477 ;  Beece  v.  Miller,  8  Q.  B.  D. 
626  :  51  L.  J.,  M.  C.  647.  As  to  definition 
of  "  bed"  of  a  tidal  river,  see  Thames  Cvn- 
xerratorsv.  Smced,  (1897)  2  Q.  B.  334. 

4  Scratten  v.  Brown,  4  B.  &  C.  485, 
28  R.  R.  344.  "When  a  landholder  is 
"  bounded  by  the  sea,  it  is  true  he  has  a 
4;  bounding  charter.  But  it  is  a  boundary 
*4  moveable  and  fluctuating  sua  naturae  ; 
"and  when  the  6ea  recedes  he  must  be 
"entitled   still  to    preserve    it  as    his 


"  boundary.  The  shore  is,  indeed,  still 
"publici  juris;  but  when  the  sea  goes 
"  back  the  shore  advances,  and  the  pro- 
"prietor  is  entitled  to  follow  the  water 
44  to  the  point  at  which  it  may  naturally 
44  retire,  or  be  artificially  embanked." 
{Campbell  v.  Brown,  cited  with  approval 
by  Lord  "Watson,  in  Lord  Adc.  v.  Young, 
12  App.  Cas.  544.) 

\V  here  t  he  Crown  seeks  to  recover  lands 
alleged  to  have  been  reclaimed  from  the 
sea  by  encroachments  or  purprestures 
and  the  defendant  disputes  the  Crown's 
title  to  the  soil  between  the  2ff'fsent  high 
and  low  water  marks,  the  Court  will 
direct  an  issue  to  try  that  point  before 
inquiring  into  the  old  boundaries  :  while, 
if  the  defendant  admits  the  Crown's 
title  to  the  soil  between  the  present  high 
and  low  water  marks,  the  burden  is  laid 
upon  the  Crown  of  proving  that  the  high 
water  mark  formerly  extended  further 
than  it  does  at  the  present  time.  (A.-G. 
v.  Chamberlain*,  1858,  4  Kay  k  J.  292.) 

5  Lowe  v.  Gorett,  3  B.  &  A.  813,  37  R. 
R.  560. 
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adjoining  county,  the  justices  of  which,  and  not  the  admiralty,  the  adjoining 

have  cognizance  of  offences  committed  there,  whether  committed  SoTjS/JS1 

when  the  shore  is  or  is  not  covered  with  water;1  it  does  not,  /«<;'>  of  the 

however,  in  the  absence  of  evidence,  form  part  of  the  adjoining  parish1?? 

parish,  but  is  prima  facie  extra-parochial.     It  may  be  in  a  parish  xnanor» 

or  a  manor,  but  there  is  no  presumption  of  law  that  it  is  within 

either.2     Now,  however,  by  81  &  32  Vict.  c.  122,  *.  27,  every 

accretion  from  the  sea,  whether  natural  or  artificial,  and  the 

part  of  the  sea  shore  to  the  low  water  mark,  are  annexed  to  and 

incorporated  with  the  parish  to  which  they  adjoin,  in  proportion 

to  the  extent  of  the  common  boundary,  for  all  civil  parochial 

purposes  ;  and  are  therefore  liable  to  be  rated  to  the  poor.     This 

statute  has  been  held  not  to  apply  to  the  part  of  a  pier  extending 

below  low  water  mark,  and  built  on  iron  piles  driven  into  the 

sands,  so  that  the  water  flowed  under  it,  no  alteration  being 

made  in  the  line  of  low  water  mark — the  Court  holding  that,  on 

the  authority  of  Reg.  v.  Keyn,  this  portion  of  the  pier  was  out  of 

the  realm  and  jurisdiction  of  England,  and  that  it  moreover  was 

not  an  "  accretion  "  within  the  words  of  the  Act.3     The  shore 

was  held   to  be  an  extra-parochial  place  within  the  Nuisance 

Removal  Act,  18  c£-  19  Vict.  c.  121,  «.  22,4  since  repealed  by  the 

Public  Health  Act,  1875,  38  d  39  Vict.  c.  55. 

The  property  in  the  soil  of  the  shore  of  the  sea,  of  estuaries  Property  in 
and  arms  of  the  sea,  and  of  navigable  rivers  between  high  and  shore  between 
low  water  mark,  is  primd  facie  vested  of  common  right  in  the  ni&h  and  ,ow 
Crown  ;5    but  it  may  belong  to  a  subject  by  ancient  grant  or  the  Crown, 
charter  from  the  Crown,  or  by  prescription.6     This  ownership 
of  the  Crown  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  subject,  and  cannot  be  used 
in  any  way  so  as  to  derogate  from  or  interfere  with  the  public 
rights  of  navigation  and  fishery.     The  prima  facie  right  of  the 
Crown  to  the  soil  of  the  bed,  as  distinguished  from  the  shore  of 


1  Embletm  v.  Brown,  3  E.  k  E.  234  ; 
Reg.  v.  Musson,  8  E.  &  Bl.  iiOO. 

2  Reg.  v.  Mutton,  27  L.  J.,  M.  C.  100, 
8  E.  &  Bl.  900 ;  J),  of  Bridgewater's 
Trustee*  v.  Bootle-cum-Linacre,  L.  R.,  2 
Q.  B.  4,  15  L.  T.  351  ;  see  also  Reg.  v. 
Gee,  1  E.  k  E.  1068;  see  Perrott 
v.  Bryant,  2  Yard.  61,  where'  oyster 
layings,  in  respect  of  which  tithe  had 
been  paid  for  sixty  years,  were  held 
intra- parochial  and  titheable. 

*  Blackpool  Pier  v.  Fylde  Union,  46 
L.  J.,  M.  C.  129,  36  L.  T.  251. 

4  Reg.  v.  Gee,  1  E.  &  E.  1068. 

4  Mayor  of  Pcnryn  v.  Holme,  2  Ex. 
Div.  328  ;  Gannv.  FrecFishert  of  Whit- 


stable,  11  H.  L.  192,  35  L.  J.,  C  .P.  29, 12 
L.  T.  150  ;  A.-G.  v.  Par  meter,  10  Price, 
378,  24  R.  It.  723,  745  ;  Smith  v.  Officers 
of  State  if  Scotland,  13  Jur.  713  ;  Blun- 
dell  v.  Catteral,  5  B.  &  Aid.  268,  24  It.  11. 
353  ;  A.-G.  v.  Chamber*,  4  De  G.  M.  &  G. 
206  ;  Bagot  v.  0//\  2  Bos.  &  Pull.  4 72, 
5  R.  R.  668  ;  A.-G.  v.  Emerson,  (1891) 
App.  Oas.  649  ;  A.-G.  v.  Portamouth,  25 
\V.  R.  659  :  llchcster  v.  Rathle'tgh,  5  T. 
L.  R.  739  ;  61  L.  T.  477  ;  see  also  Br i stoic 
v.  Cormican.,%  App.  C.  041  ;  Malcolm  son 
v.  OBea,  10  H.  L.  593. 

6  CalmaAyy.  Rjwc,  G  C.  B.861  :  A.-G. 
v.  Jones,  33  L.  J.,  Ex.  249  ;  see  also  eases 
at  p.  15  of  Hall  on  the  Sea  Shore. 
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estuaries  and  arms  of  the  sea  within  the  body  of  a  county  would 
appear  to  extend  to  the  whole  area  affected  by  the  tides  and  not  to 
depend,  as  in  the  case  of  tidal  rivers,  on  the  question  of  naviga- 
bility.1 This  question  has  never  been  actually  decided  in  this 
country ;  but  it  seems  manifestly  absurd  to  suppose  that  whereas 
the  shores  of  a  tidal  creek  between  high  and  low  water  mark 
prima  facie  belong  undoubtedly  to  the  Crown,  the  soil  of  the  bed 
should  belong  to  any  other  person.2  The  beds  of  these  creeks 
being  within  the  body  of  a  county  are  within  the  realm  and 
therefore  the  property  of  some  one,  and  not  like  the  sea  below 
low  water  mark,  unappropriated.  In  the  case  of  Lord  v.  Com- 
missioners of  Sydney*  a  grant  of  land  by  the  Crown  bounded 
by  a  non-navigable  creek  of  Botany  Bay  has  been  held  to  pass 
the  soil  of  the  creek  ad  medium  filum  aquce,  as  the  description  of 
the  boundaries  in  the  grant  did  not  exclude  from  it  that  portion 
of  the  creek  which  by  the  general  prescription  of  the  law  would 
go  along  with  the  ownership  of  the  land  on  the  banks  of  it.  The 
principle  on  which  this  decision  is  founded  seems  certainly  to 
place  non-navigable  creeks  of  the  sea  on  the  same  footing  as 
non-navigable  rivers,  but  it  is  not  stated  in  the  report  that  the 
creek  was  "  tidal,"  and  the  Crown  being  as  a  matter  of  fact 
owner  of  the  adjoining  land  in  the  locus  in  quo  the  general 
question  of  the  extent  of  the  Crown  ownership  in  tidal  non- 
navigable  creeks  did  not  actually  arise.  In  any  case  the  Crown 
as  owner  of  the  land  next  adjoining  the  bed  of  the  sea,  viz.,  the 
foreshore  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  would  be  the 
natural  owner  of  the  bed  of  such  creeks.* 


1  See  Oann  v.  Free  Fi titer*  of  Whit' 
*table,  11  H.  L.  192,  35  L.  J.,  C.  P.  29,  12 
L.  T.  130  :  JfalcoltHxoM  v.  O'Jhti,  10  H.  L. 
593  :  and  see  Mristotve  v.  Cvrntioan,  3 
App.  Cas.  641,  per  Lord  Blackburn,  at 
p.  666. 

s  See  judgment  of  Lord  Den  man,  C.  J., 
in  Mayor  of  Colchexter  v.  Bnwk,  pitxt, 
p.  41  ;  see  Reg.  v.  Mu*xoh,  4  E.  &  E.  53, 
per  Blackburn,  J. 

s  12  Moo.  P.  C.  473. 

4  In  llchetter  (Kurt)  v.  Rti*hleigh,  5 
T.  L.  R.  739  ;  61  L.  T.  477  ;  38  W.  R.  104, 
before  Kekewich,  J.,  in  the  Chancery 
Division,  the  plaintiff  claimed  to  have  a 
number  of  persons  restrained  by  injunc- 
tion from  committing  trespasses  on  a 
piece  of  water  called  the  Fleet,  adjoining 
Portland  Road,  and  separated  from  the 
English  Channel  by  the  Chesil  Bank  or 
Chesil  Beach,  and  from  committing  cer- 
tain trespasses  on  the  Chesil  Bank  and 


disturbing  a  certain  decoy  and  game  of 
swans.  The  plaintiff  also  claimed  to  be 
entitled  to  the  land  covered  by  water  and 
known  as  the  Fleet,  which  is  of  varying 
width,  and  is  described  in  his  pleadings 
as  extending  from  Portland  Ferry  Bridge 
to  Reeds  End  Boathouae,  near  Abbots- 
bury,  and  also  to  the  Chesil  Beach  and  a 
decoy  in  the  Fleet  in  a  bay  at  the  most 
westerly  end  thereof.  This  decoy  extends 
over  several  acres,  and  in  it  are  a  great 
number  of  swans,  which  the  plaintiff 
claimed  as  his  property.  Within  the 
Fleet  there  has  been,  time  out  of  mind, 
as  the  plaintiff  alleges,  a  game  of  swans 
building,  nesting,  and  breeding  there. 
The  plaintiff  conceded  the  right  of  the 
defendants  and  other  persons  having 
lawful  occasion  to  do  so  to  cross  so  much 
of  the  Fleet  as  is  not  bounded  by  the 
parish  of  Abbotsbury,  but  alleged  that 
the  trespasses  complained  of  were  on 


THE    SEA   SHORE. 


17 


to  public 
rights. 


The  ownership  of  the  Crown  in  the  sea  shore  is  compared  by  But  subject 
Lord  Hale  to  the  ownership  of  lords  of  manors  in  the  common 
and  waste  lands  of  the  manor.  The  soil  and  freehold  of  the 
waste  belong  to  the  lord,  but  subject  to  certain  rights  of  manorial 
tenants ;  so  the  king  is  lord  of  the  great  waste  of  the  sea,  subject 
to  certain  beneficial  rights  and  privileges  of  fishing,  navigation, 
&c,  immemorially  enjoyed  by  his  subjects  therein  by  the  custom 
of  the  realm,  which  is  the  common  law.1  The  grantee  of  the 
Crown   takes   subject  to  this  public  right,  and  he  cannot,  in 


other  parts  of  the  Fleet.  The  Fleet 
is  connected  with  Portland  Road  bv  a 

» 

narrow  passage  called  Portland  Passage 
at  the  east  end  of  the  Fleet,  and  the 
majority  of  the  defendants  contended 
that  the  Fleet  was  a  salt  water  inlet  or 
arm  of  the  sea.  and  along  its  entire  length 
within  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide. 
The  plaintiff  denied  that  it  was  navigable 
in  the  legal  sense  of  the  word,  or  that  it 
was  perceptibly  influenced  by  the  tide. 
At  the  trial,  on  the  suggestion  of  his 
Lordship,  the  plaintiff,  with  regard  to 
his  claim  to  prevent  defendants  from 
landing  upon  or  trespassing  upon  the 
Chesil  Beach,  limited  his  claim  to  an 
injunction  with  respect  to  the  soil  above 
high  water  mark ;  but  as  a  concession 
with  resj)cct  to  the  present  action  only, 
and  not  as  an  abandonment  of  the  fur- 
ther rights  claimed.  Also,  with  respect 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Fleet,  he  sought 
to  protect  his  rights  only  as  regarded  so 
much  of  the  Fleet  as  was  situate  between 
the  westernmost  point  thereof  and  a 
point  250  yards  west  of  the  Abbotsbury 
Stone  above  mentioned.  The  plaintiff's 
title  to  the  Fleet  and  the  Chesil  Beach 
were  by  grant  from  the  Crown. 

Evidence  was  brought  on  the  question 
of  the  tidality  of  the  water  in  the  Fleet, 
and  as  to  how  far  the  ebb  and  flow 
extended,  there  being  evidence  that  at 
times  there  was  a  sufficiency  of  water  all 
along  the  Fleet  to  allow  of  some  boats  of 
light  draught  to  navigate  it,  while  at 
other  times  certain  parts  were  dry  for 
days  together.  The  result  of  the  evi- 
dence, however,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Court,  was  to  establish  that  in  the 
western  part  of  the  Fleet,  being  the  part 
in  question,  there  was  no  diurnal  ebb 
and  flow  of  the  tide. 

Held  that  :— 

A  creek  or  arm  of  the  sea,  in  order  to 
be  navigable,  in  the  legal  sense  of  the 
term,  must  be  affected  by  the  ebb  and 
flow  of  ordinary  or  mean  tides.  The 
circumstance  that  it  can  be  traversed 
by  small  boats  does  not  make  navigable 

L.W. 


a  creek  which  is  not  so  affected.  The 
rights  of  private  owners  over  the  fore- 
shore extend  down  to  ordinary  high 
water  mark,  and  there  is  no  legal  right 
for  fishermen  (apart  from  exceptional 
circumstances,  such  as  stress  of  weather) 
to  draw  or  to  leave  their  boats  above 
that  line.  Land  may  be  said  to  be 
covered  with  "  navigable"  water  although 
at  different  times  of  short  duration  dry 
portions  of  the  land  may  be  seen.  When, 
however,  such  portions  of  the  land  are 
dry  for  days  together  this  excludes  the 
notion  of  navigability. 

The  legal  and  technical  meaning  of 
the  word  "navigable"  requires  not  only 
that  navigation  should  be  possible,  but 
also  that  there  should  be  ebb  and  flow  of 
the  tide.  (Murphy  v.  My  an,  2  Ir.  Rep., 
C.  L.  153,  referred  to  by  Kekewich,  J., 
as  to  the  fact  that  "navigable"  has  a 
popular  as  well  as  a  legal  anil  technical 
meaning,  5  T.  L.  R.  p.  741.) 

"He  (plaintiff)  admits,  as  he  was 
"bound  to  do,  that  deriving  title  to  the 
"  foreshore  by  Royal  grant,  he  can  claim 
"  nothing  that  was  not  originally  vested 
"  in  the  Crown,  and  that  paramount  to 
"  the  right  of  the  Crown  in  the  open  sea 
11  is  the  right  of  the  public  to  navigate 
"  and  fish.  It  has  lung  been  settled  that. 
"  this  right  does  not  extend  to  places 
"only  occasionally  covered  by  water, 
"and  the  necessity  of  laying  down  some 
"  rule  of  reasonable  certainty  has  in- 
"troduced  one  which  fully  supports 
"the  claim  above  mentioned.  It  was 
"solemnly  decided  in  Attorney- General 
"v.  Chambers  (4  De  G.  M.  &  G.  206)  in 
"  1854,  and  it  has  never  since  been 
"questioned,  that  the  average  of  the 
"medium  tides  in  each  quarter  of  a 
"lunar  revolution  during  the  year  gives 
"  the  limit  in  absence  of  usage  to  the 
"  rights  of  the  Crown  on  the  sea  shore. 
'*  There  is  here  no  evidence  of  usage  to 
"interfere  with  the  application  of  this 
"rule." 

1  De  Jure  Maris,  c.  iv. ;  Hall  on  the 
Sea  Shore,  p.  4. 
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Nuisances. 


Wreck,  royal 
fish,  and 
several 
fishery. 


respect  of  his  ownership  of  the  soil,  make  any  claim,  or  demand, 
even  if  it  be  expressly  granted  to  him,  which  in  any  way 
interferes  with  the  enjoyment  of  the  public  right.1 

Any  interference  with  the  public  rights  is  a  nuisance  and  the 
subject  of  indictment  or  information,  and  of  an  action  on  proof 
of  special  damage.2 
Purprestures,  Any  unauthorized  intrusion  or  encroachment  on  the  soil  of 
the  shore,  such  as  the  building  of  quays,  piers,  moles,  &c.,  is 
termed  a  purpresture,  and  may  be  abated  by  the  Crown  or  the 
owner  of  the  shore,3  or  restrained  by  injunction  at  suit  of 
Attorney-General,  whether  they  create  a  nuisance  or  not.4  Such 
puipre8tures  may  or  may  not  be  nuisances  to  the  navigation ; 
whether  they  are  so  or  not  is  a  question  of  fact.5 

The  right  to  take  wreck  and  royal  fish,  and  the  right  before 
Magna  Gharta  to  create  a  several  fishery  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
public,  belong  to  the  Crown  as  a  part  of  the  royal  prerogative 
distinct  from  the  ownership  of  the  shore,  and  may,  as  such,  be 
communicated  to  the  subject  by  grant  or  charter.6 

The  duty  of  administering  the  rights  of  the  Crown  in  the 
foreshores  of  the  kingdom  is  vested  chiefly  in  the  Board  of  Trade, 
to  which  all  the  authority  till  then  exercised  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  and  Forests  (since  1880)  was  transferred  by 
29  dt  80  Vict.  c.  62  (ss.  17,  20,  21  and  sched.) ;  except  the  fore- 
shores in  the  Thames,  Tees,  and  Durham,  and  those  fronting 
and  adjacent  to  Crown  lands,  and  mines  under  the  foreshores. 
Among  the  powers  thus  given  to  it,  are  those  of  leasing  fore- 
shores or  derelict  lands  for  ninety-nine  years  (under  8  c£  9  Vict, 
c.  99),  and  of  compromising  the  Crown's  disputed  claims  with  the 
consent  of  the  Treasury  under  16  <£•  17  Vict.  c.  56,  s.  5.  The 
Board  has  also  the  power,  formerly  vested  by  25  &  26  Vict .  c.  69,  in 
the  Admiralty,  of  preventing  ballast  and  shingle  from  being  taken 
from  the  shores  of  ports ;  and  as  to  this  it  has  been  decided  in 


Management. 


1  Gann  v.  Free  Fishers  of  Whit  stable, 
1 1  H.  L.  192, 35  L.  J.,C.  P.29, 12  L.T.  150. 

2  U.  v.  Grosretwr.  2  Stark.  511,  20 
R.  R.  732  ;  Duke  of  Newcastle  v.  Clark, 
2  Moo.  Rep.  666,  20  R.  R.  583  ;  R.  v. 
Clark,  12  Moo.  615  :  A.-G.  v.  Richards, 
2  Ansti.  613,  S  R.  R.  632;  Rose  v. 
Miles,  4  M.  &  S.  161,  16  R.  R.  405  ;  see 
Smith  v.  Stair  {Earl  of),  2  H.  L.  Cas. 
807  ;  13  Jur.  713.  Where  a  proprietor 
of  a  feu,  described  in  ihe  feu  charter 
as  bounded  by  the  sea  shore,  enclosed  a 
portion  of  the  sands  which  it  was  proved 


that  the  public  had  immemorially  used 
for  purposes  of  enjoyment  and  other- 
wise :  held,  that  the  feuor  being  a 
wrongdoer,  the  officers  of  the  Crown, 
irrespective  of  the  right  of  property, 
were  entitled  to  the  interdict. 

3  4  Blackstone'8  Cotnm.  271,  note  ; 
Angell  on  Tide  Waters,  198. 

4  See  post,  as  to  Remedies,  Chap.  X. 

5  Reg.  v.  Betts,  16  Q.  B.  1022  ;  R.  v. 
Randall,  Car.  &  M.  496  :  A.-G.  v.  Terry, 
L.  R.,  9  Ch.  423,  30  L.  T.  215. 

1  See  post,  p.  42. 
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Nicholson  v.  Williams?  that  the  owner  of  the  foreshore  may  not 
take  shingle  from  the  shores  of  ports,  harbours,  or  havens 
<54  Geo.  III.  c.  59,  *.  14),  and  that  the  word  "ports"  is  here 
used  in  its  wide  sense  of  ports  as  appointed  by  the  Treasury  for 
customs  and  fiscal  purposes.3 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  subject  may  be  owner  of  a  portion  of  Title  by  cx- 
the  sea  shore  by  express  grant  from  the  Crown.3    The  alienation  the  Ciwn  to 
of  Crown  lands  is  now,  however,  prohibited  by  statute  law ; 4  and  a  subject. 
so  much  therefore  of  the  sea  shore  as  has  not  actually  been 
aliened  still  remains  vested  in  the  Crown,  incapable  of  alienation 
except  under  powers  conferred  by  the  above-cited  statutes. 

The  ownership  of  the  Crown  in  the  sea  shore  being,  as  has 
been  said,  for  the  public  benefit,  grants  of  portions  of  it  to  an 
individual  subject  are,  as  it  were,  an  encroachment  on  the  public 
right  and  against  good  policy;  and,  therefore,  the  Courts  are 
inclined  to  construe  such  grants  strictly  in  favour  of  the  Crown 
pro  bono  publico  and  against  the  grantees.5  The  burden  of  proof 
is  in  all  cases  on  the  claimants,  and  unless  they  make  out  a  good 
title  judgment  must  be  for  the  Crown.6  The  same  rules,  however, 
of  common  sense  and  justice  must  apply  in  the  construction  of  a 
deed,  whether  the  subject-matter  of  construction  be  a  grant  from 
the  Crown  or  from  a  subject — it  being  always  a  question  of 
intention  to  be  collected  from  the  language  used  with  reference  to 
the  surrounding  circumstances.7  Thus  in  the  Scotch  case,  Lord 
Advocate  v.  Wemyss*  the  House  of  Lords  held  that  the  doctrine 
of  possession  by  prescriptive  working  for  minerals  applicable 
to  the  foreshore  ex  adverso  of  a  barony  granted  with  parts  and 


1  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  652. 

2  Encyclopaedia  of  Laws  of  England, 
"  Foreshore,"  p.  45 1.  Cf.  as  to  the 
latter  point  Thame*  tbnserrator*  v. 
Steed,  (1897)  2  Q.  B.  334,  and  L.mdon, 
Port  Sanihiry  Authority  v.  Thame* 
Conner  rator*,  (1894)  1  Q.  B.  647;  as 
to  procedure  in  such  cases  see  jwst, 
Chap.  X. 

3  Moore's  History  of  Foreshore  (Hall 
on  Sea  Shore,  3rd  ed.).  pp.  672—683 ; 
A.-G.  v.  Portsmouth,  25  W.  R.  559 ; 
see,  i»lso,  as  to  construction  of  such 
grants,  A.-G.  ▼.  Hanmer,  4  De  G.  &  J. 
200  ;  Ranfnrley.  Ex  parte,  Ir.  R.,  1  Erj. 
128  ;  see  also  A.-G.  v.  Ceeley,  Wight- 
wick,  208:  A.-G.  v.  Plymouth,  Wight- 
wick,  134  ;  12  R.  R.  719,  where  the 
Crown  was  held  entitled  to  Sutton  Pool 
wmhle  under   grant   from    a    subject  ; 

Yyner  v.  Mersey  Dock*,  14  C.  B.,  N.  S.  753, 


where  foreshore  was  granted  to  different 
persons  in  succession  by  the  Crown  : 
held,  that  first  grantee  was  entitled. 

Qutere,  whether  the  Crown  can  grant 
lands  under  sea,  which  after  grant  be- 
come derelict,  and  as  to  what  won  Is  are 
necessary  to  pass  such  lands.  (A.-G.  v. 
Farmer \  2  Lew  172;  Sir  T.  Raymond, 
246  ;  2  Mod.  106.) 

4  1  Anne,  c.  7,  s.  5  ;  Doe  d.  R.  v.  York, 
14  Q.  B.  81. 

5  See  Royal  Fishery  of  the  Ratine, 
Davies'  R.  157  ;  J),  of  Somerset  v.  Fog- 
well,  5  B.  &  C.  875,  29  R.  R.  449  ;  Moore's 
History  of  Foreshore,  p.  682. 

6  A.-G.  v.  Portsmouth,  25  W.  R.  559 
(C.A.). 

7  Lord  v.  Commissioner*  of  Sydrwy,  12 
Moo.  P.  C.  473. 

8  (1900)  App.  Cas.  48,  H.  L.  Sc. 
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pertinents  cannot  be  extended  to  a  barony  granted  with  power 
to  work  minerals  below  low  water  mark,  because  the  words 
showed  that  the  grant  was  limited  to  minerals  under  the  fore- 
shore only.  Nor  can  such  prescriptive  use  be  extended  to  a 
third  barony  where  a  barony  with  boundary  charter  lies  between. 
By  prescrip-  In  absence  of  express  grant  of  the  shore,  the  question  arises 
whether  a  title  to  it  as  against  the  Grown  can  be  acquired  by  a 
subject  by  user  and  prescription,  giving  rise  to  the  presumption 
of  a  grant. 

Hall,  in  his  essay  on  the  Sea  Shore,1  discusses  this  point 
elaborately,  and  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  as  the  shore  is 
land,  it  must  be  governed  by  the  same  rules  of  law  as  to  title  and 
proof  of  title  as  terra  firma ;  and  that  as  prescription  and  user 
can  give  no  title  to  lands,  especially  as  against  the  Crown,  such 
title,  in  the  absence  of  express  grant,  can  only  be  supported  by 
evidence  of  adverse  possession  for  the  full  period  prescribed  by 
the  Statutes  of  Limitations  relating  to  Crown  lands — viz.  sixty 
years.  He  further  argues  that  the  evidence  capable  of  support- 
ing such  adverse  possession  must  be  similar  to  that  which  will 
support  a  claim  by  adverse  possession  to  inland  estates — viz., 
evidence  of  occupation  and  actual  possession ;  and  that,  therefore, 
the  user  of  rights  and  privileges — such  as  the  right  to  wreck, 
several  fishery,  royal  fish,  and,  perhaps,  digging  sand,  which  are 
separable  from  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  and  do  not  imply  a  title 
to  it — cannot  be  evidence  to  support  a  claim  to  absolute  owner- 
ship of  the  soil.1 

Phear,  in  his  Rights  of  Water,  takes  a  view  more  favourable  to 
claimants  against  the  Crown.  "  Almost  all  beneficial  enjoyment 
"  of  land,"  he  says,  "  is  necessarily  so  exclusive  in  its  character 
"as  to  leave  but  little  opening  for  question  as  to  its  possession. 
"  It  is  only  with  regard  to  waste  land,  waters  and  the  sea  shore 
"  that  any  real  doubt  can  arise.  On  the  other  hand,  of  these 
"  latter  the  sea  shore  especially  is,  by  its  very  nature,  so  little 
"  capable  of  exclusive  possession,  that  the  most  undoubted  owner 
"  of  it  finds  it  very  diificult  to  support  his  title  by  user.  In  some 
"  sense,  ownership  may  be  said  to  be  an  aggregate  of  exclusive 
"  easements  ;  the  greater  the  number  of  them  which  are  openly 
"  exercised,  the  stronger  is  the  probability  of  the  greater  right 
"  being  the  true  foundation  of  that  exercise.  Where,  as  in  the 
"  case  of  the  sea  shore,  the  incidents  of  enjoyment  are  very  few, 

1  Moore's  History  of  Foreshore,  pp.  G82— 71 9. 
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"  it  is  not  easy  to  say  whether  the  user  of  one  or  two  of  them  is 
4  *  to  be  referred  to  the  greater  or  the  lesser  right.  No  general 
•'  rules  of  guidance  can  be  laid  down,  but  perhaps  it  may  be 
"  assumed,  that  to  make  acts  evidence  of  ownership,  they  must 
"  appear,  under  the  circumstances  which  surround  them,  to  have 
44  been  done  animo  habendi,  possidendi  et  appropriandi." 1 

Which  of  these  views  of  the  law  would  be  held  correct  in  the 
case  of  a  claim  by  a  subject  to  a  portion  of  the  sea  shore  in  gross, 
where  the  actual  title  as  against  the  Crown  would  be  in  dispute, 
cannot  be  said  to  be  as  yet  determined,3  as  there  appears  to  be 
no  reported  case  in  which  such  a  claim  has  been  advanced  on  the 
ground  of  the  exercise  of  such  rights  alone ;  but  in  the  case  of 
claims  to  foreshore,  as  forming  parcel  of  manors,3  and  even  as 
forming  parcel  of  lands  adjacent  to  the  sea,  where  the  manor  is 
not  expressly  granted/  or  of  a  borough,5  the  Courts  have  adopted 
the  more  liberal  construction,  holding  that  evidence  of  the  user 
of  various  rights  and  privileges  is  admissible  to  show  that  the 
part  of  the  shore  claimed  forms  parcel  of  the  adjoining  manor  or 
lands.  This  proposition  is  stated  with  authority  by  Lord  Watson 
in  a  late  case  which  came  before  the  House  of  Lords  on  appeal 
from  the  Courts  of  Scotland : 6 

"There  is  in  my  apprehension,  or  ought  to  be,  a  practical 
"  distinction  recognized  between  the  prescriptive  possession  which 
"  establishes  a  new  and  adverse  right  in  the  possessor,  and  the 
"  prescriptive  possession  which  the  law  admits,  for  the  purpose 
"  of  construing  or  explaining,  in  a  question  with  its  author,  the 
"  limits  of  an  antecedent  grant  or  conveyance.  In  the  first  case 
"  the  rule  obtains  tantum  prescriptum  quantum  posscssunu  In  the 
"  second,  it  appears  to  me  a  much  more  liberal  effect  has  been 
"  given  to  partial  acts  of  possession  as  evidencing  proprietary 
"  possession  of  the  whole,  in  cases  where  the  subject  of  contro- 
"  versy  has  been  in  itself  a  distinct  and  definite  tenement.  The 
"  foreshore  is  simply  a  tract  of  land,  at  times  covered  by  the  tide, 
"  and  at  other  times  dry,  and  is  in  many  respects  attended  with 
"  the  same  incidents  as  land  estate  situated  above  the  level  of 

»  Phcar  on  the  Rights  of  Water,  p.  88.  A  Chad  v.  Tilwd,  5  Moo.  185,  23  R.  R. 

5  See  Agnew  v.  Lord  Advocate.  11  Ct.  477  ;  Ilrcw  v.  Jfarctt,  Ir.  R.,  1 1  C.  L.  198  ; 

Sesa.  Cas..  3rd  series,  309 ;  Mucai'ntter  v.  Lord  Adroctite  v.  Young,  12  App.  Can. 

Campbell,  15  D.  B.  &  M.  Ses.  Cas.  490.  544. 

8  A.-G.  v.  Jn*fi$,  2  H.  &  C.  347 ;  In  *  A.-O.  v.  Portsmouth,  25  W.  R.  559 

re  Belfast  Dock,  Ir.  R.,  1  Eq.  128  ;  A.-Q.  (C.  A.). 

v.  Cliamber*,  4  De  G.  &  J.  55  ;  A.-G,  v.  6  Lord  Adrocate  v.   Wemys*,  (1900) 

BUntyre,  4  App.  Cas.  770.  A.  C.  48,  H.  L.  Sc. 
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"  high  tide.  When  the  subjacent  minerals  have  not  been  severed 
"  from  it  in  title,  an  absolute  grant  of  foreshore  will,  just  as 
"  in  the  case  of  other  land,  carry  the  whole  materials  below  it 
"  usque  ad  centrum,  and  in  the  absence  of  express  grant,  the  fact 
"  of  the  baron's  having  forked  a  mineral  seam  below  it  might  be 
"  reasonably  regarded  as  a  strong  act  of  possession,  to  be  taken 
"  into  account  along  with  other  acts  and  circumstances,  in  deter- 
"  mining  whether  he  and  his  predecessors  in  title  had  been  in 
"  prescriptive  proprietary  possession  of  the  whole  foreshore. 

"  For  a  definition  of  what  will  constitute  sufficient  evidence  of 
"such  possession,  I  may  refer  to  the  remarks  made  by  Lord 
"Blackburn  in  Lord  Advocate  v.  Ij>rd  Blantyre:1  'Every  act 
shown  to  have  been  done  on  any  part  of  that  tract  by  the 
barons  or  their  agents  which  was  not  lawful  unless  the  barons 
were  owners  of  that  spot  on  which  it  was  done  is  evidence 
that  they  were  in  possession  as  owners  of  that  spot  on  which 
it  was  done.  No  one  such  act  is  conclusive,  and  the  weight 
of  each  act  as  evidence  depends  on  the  circumstances ;  one 
very  important  circumstance  as  to  the  weight  being,  whether 
the  act  was  such  and  so  done  that  those  who  were  interested  in 
disputing  the  ownership  would  be  aware  of  it.  And  all  that 
tends  to  prove  possession  as  owners  of  parts  of  the  tract  tends 
to  prove  ownership  of  the  whole  tract ;  provided  there  is  such 
a  common  character  of  locality  as  would  raise  a  reasonable 
inference  that  if  the  barons  possessed  one  part  as  owners  they 
possessed  the  whole,  the  weight  depending  on  the  nature  of  the 
tract,  what  kind  of  possession  could  be  had  of  it,  and  what  the 
kind  of  possession  proved  was.  This  is  very  clearly  explained 
by  Lord  Wensleydale  (then  Baron  Park)  in  Jones  v.  Williams* 
And  as  the  weight  of  evidence  depends  on  rules  of  common 
sense  I  apprehend  that  this  is  as  much  the  law  in  a  Scotch  as 
in  an  English  Court.  And  the  weight  of  the  aggregate  of 
many  such  pieces  of  evidence  taken  together  is  very  much 
greater  than  the  sum  of  the  weight  of  each  such  piece  of 
evidence  taken  separately.' " 
In  actions  against  mere  trespassers,  a  sufficient  possessory  title 
can  be  established  by  persons  claiming  foreshore,  without  producing 
evidence  sufficient  to  displace  the  title  of  the  Crown.3 

1  4  App.  Cas.  770,  791.  "the  loaw  in  quo  would  have  been  not 

2  2  M.  &  W.  326,  633,  46  R.  R.  611.  "merely  evidence  of  title,  but  actually 
8  Corporation  of  Hasting*  v.  IralU      "  a  title  against  wrongdoers."   Per  Lord 

L.  R.,  19  Eq.  558.    "  Actual  possession  of      Blackburn,  in  Bristow  v.  Cormira*%  3 
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There  is  no  doubt  that  the  foreshore  may  form  parcel  of  a  Foreshore 
manor ; l  and  in  fact  claims  to  foreshore  by  a  subject  are  almost  J^rce^oTa 
invariably  made  by  lords  of  sea-side  manors.2  manor. 

Where  the  grant  of  the  manor  is  express  and  unambiguous,  the  Effect  of 
title  to  the  shore  will  depend  wholly  on  the  construction  of  the  coast  manors. 
metes  and  boundaries  of  the  grant,  which  will,  as  has  been  said, 
be  construed  stricto  jure  in  favour  of  the  Crown  and  against  the 
grantee.3  Thus  if  the  boundary  be  expressed  to  be  down  to  the 
sea,  it  is  presumed  that  the  ordinary  high  water  mark  is  intended 
as  the  boundary  line ;  but  if  it  is  expressed  to  be  down  to  low 
water  mark,  this  will  be  tantamount  to  a  grant  of  the  shore.4 

In  fact  land  granted,  whether  situate  upon  the  sea  coast  or 
inland,  is  co-extensive  with  the  words  of  the  grant,  and  no  more. 
A  grant,  therefore,  of  a  sea  coast  manor  does  not  necessarily 
include  the  foreshore,  though  it  may  do  so.5 

Where  the  owner  of  an  adjoining  manor,  whose  title  to  the  Acts  of 
manor  from  the  Crown  is  not  disputed,  claims  a  portion  of  the  admLabie  to 
sea  shore  as  forming  parcel  of  that  manor,  the  question  is  really  PFove  ext«nt 
one  of  boundary,  and  not  of  title  ;  and  in  such  cases  it  has  been 
decided  that  acts  of  continuous  ownership,  including  under  this 
head  such  rights  as  those  of  taking  wreck  and  royal  fish,  digging 
and  selling  stones  and  sand,  and  cutting  seaweed,  building  a 
retaining  wall,  working  minerals  under  the  foreshore,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  an  exclusive  fishery,  may  be  called  in  to  explain  the 


App.  C.  660.  See  also  Smith  v.  Stair 
{Earl  of),  2  H.  L.  Cas.  807  ;  13  Jur.  713  ; 
Beg.  v.  Downing,  23  L.  T.  398  ;  Johnson 
v.  Barrett,  Aleyn,  10  ;  Moore's  History 
of  Foreshore,  p.  661. 

1  Calm  ad  y  v.  Rowe,  6  C.  B.  861  :  Dulte 
of  Beaufort  v.  Swan*ea,  3  Ex.  413  ;  Sir 
H.  Constable's  case,  5  Rep.  107  ;  Sir  John 
Constable's  ease,  Anderson,  36  ;  Ran  fur- 
ley,  Ex  parte,  Ir.  RM  1  Eq.  128  ;  Halede 
Jure  Maris,  Harg.  Tracts,  27  ;  Case  of 
Barons  of  Barclay,  Harg.  Tracts,  34  ; 
Alstons  Estate,  In  re,  5  W.  R.  189;  A.-G. 
v.  Portsmouth,  25  W.  R.  559  ;  Ltird 
Advocate  v.  Blantyre,  4  App.  Cas.  770  ; 
In  re  To  inline,  28  L.  T.  12. 

*  Primd  facie,  the  foreshore  in  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall  is  within  the  parlia- 
mentary grant  to  the  Black  Prince  and 
inalienable,  but  evidence  of  enjoyment 
by  owners  of  adjoining  manors  may  jus- 
tify the  presumption  of  a  statute  vesting 
it  in  them.  {Lopes  v.  Andrew*,  3  M.  k  R. 
329.) 

*  But  see  ante,  p.  19. 


4  In  Corporation  of  Hastings  v.  Irall, 
L.  R.t  19  Eq.  558,  where  there  was  a 
grant  by  Queen  Elizabeth  of  all  that  her 
parcel  of  land  called  the  "  Stone  Beache," 
it  was  held  that,  as  the  name  Stone 
Beach  now  applied  to  the  entire  beach 
below  as  well  as  above  high  water  mark, 
such  grant,  a*  against  a  person  not 
claiming  any  title  himself,  must  be  pre- 
sumed to  include  the  whole  foreshore. 
In  A.-Q.  v.  Hanmer,  4  Dc  G.  &  J.  200  : 
6  W.  R.  804,  under  a  grant  of  waste 
lands  or  marish  grounds  the  foreshore  of 
a  tidal  rirer  has  passed  on  proof  of  user  ; 
and  a  grant  by  the  Crown  of  "  all  coals 
"under  commons,  waste  grounds  or 
44  marshes  "  of  a  certain  manor  has  been 
held  to  pass  coal  lying  under  the  space 
between  high  and  low  water  mark  on 
the  shore  of  such  manor.  Sec  also  In  re 
Belfast  Dock,  Ir.  R.,  1  Eq.  128. 

4  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  p.  18  ;  Agnew 
v.  lord  Advocate,  11  C't.  Sess.  Cas.,  3rd 
series,  309. 
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grant  and  to  prove  the  portion  of  the  sea  shore  claimed  to  be 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  manor  granted.1 

Thus  it  has  been  held,  that  where  the  Grown  granted  all  the 
regions,  countries,  or  territories  of  C,  and  the  boundary  seaward 
was  the  bank  of  the  bay  of  K.,  as  the  description  did  not  neces- 
sarily exclude  from  the  grant  the  shore  of  the  bay  betweenhigh 
and  low  water  mark,  continuous  acts  of  ownership  were  admis- 
sible against  the  Crown  to  prove  that  the  foreshore  was  included 
in  the  grant.2 

So  in  A.-G.  v.  Jones*  on  the  trial  of  an  information  of  intrusion, 
the  question  being  as  to  the  title  of  the  defendant  as  against  the 
Grown  to  the  sea  shore  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  the 
defendant  gave  in  evidence  a  grant  of  a  manor,  with  fishery, 
wrecks  of  the  sea,  &c. ;  and  also  gave  in  evidence  various  acts  of 
ownership,  such  as  taking  sand  and  gravel,  and  preventing  others 
from  doing  so.  The  learned  judge  told  the  jury  that  the  grant 
of  the  manor  did  not  pass  the  shore,  and  left  it  to  the  jury  to  say 
whether  they  were  satisfied  by  the  evidence  of  user  that  the 
defendant  had  acquired  a  title  as  against  the  Grown;  but  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  held  this  a  misdirection,  and  that  the  proper 
question  for  the  jury  was,  whether  the  evidence  of  user,  coupled 
with  the  grant,  satisfied  the  jury  that  the  defendant  had  such 
title. 

In  The  Duke  of  Beaufort  v.  Swansea,41  it  was  held  that  the  sea 
shore  between  high  and  low  water  mark  may  be  parcel  of  the 
adjoining  manor ;  and  where,  by  an  ancient  grant  of  the  manor, 
its  limits  are  not  defined,  modern  usage  is  admissible  as  evidence 
to  show  that  the  sea  shore  is  parcel  of  the  manor ;  the  Court  in 
this  case  holding  that  a  grant  of  the  Terra  or  Seignory  de  (rower 
was  equivalent  to  the  grant  of  a  manor. 

In  the  case  of  Brew  v.  Haren?  the  Irish  Court  of  Exchequer 

1  A.-G.  v.  Jones,  2  H.  k  C.  347  :  Case  which  are  separated  and  divided  from 

of  the  Baron*  of  Barclay,  Harg.  Tracts,  the  part  in  dispute  by  foreshore  are  not 

34  ;    Calmady   v.  Boioe,  6   C.  B.  861  ;  admissible  to  prove  a  title  to  the  whole 

A.-G.  v.  Tamil  ne,  14  Ch.  D.  58  ;  12  Ch.  D.  tract  of  which  they  form  part.   [A.-G.  v. 

214  ;  Llstraqe  v.  Roue,  4  F.  A:  F.  1048  ;  Portsmouth,  21)  W.  R.  559.) 

Daly    v.   Hurray,    17    L.   It.  Ir.    185;  *  jH  re  Belfast  Dork,  Ir.  R..  1  Eq.  128. 

Lord  Advocate  v.  Young,  12   App.  Cas.  3  2  H.  &  C.  347  ;  see  also  Calmady  v. 

544  ;  Lord  Adrocate  v.   Wemyss,  (1900)  Boioe,  6  U.  B.  861  ;  and  In  re  Belfast 

A.  C.  48  H.  L.  Sc.  ;  A.-G.  v.  Emerson,  Dock,  Ir.  R.,  1  Kq.  128  ;  Healyx.  Thoriw, 

(1891)  App.  Cas.  649  ;  Ay  new  v.  Lord  Ir.  It.,  4  C.  L.  495. 

Adrocate,  11  Ct.  Scss.Cas.,3rd  series,  309 ;  4  3  Exch.  413. 

Donegal  v.  Templenurre,  9  Ir.  C.  L.  R.  *  Ir.  R..  11  C.  L.  198  ;  Ir.  R.,  9  C.  L.  41 ; 

374  ;    Walton~cum~'nnley  Mamtr,  In  re  see  Lee  v.  Brown,  2  Mod.  69;  Pollexfen, 
Tomllne,  28  L.  T.  12.     Evidence  of  acts  #  410.  sub  nomine  Lea  v.  Browne. 
of  ownership  on  parts  of  the  foreshore 
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Chamber  have  held,  that  where  lands  specifically  described  by 
name  adjoining  a  sea  shore  were  granted,  and  also  all  and 
singular  lands,  tenements,  &c,  thereto  belonging,  &c,  evidence, 
such  as  the  taking  of  seaweed  by  the  plaintiff  immemorially,  and 
numerous  convictions  obtained  by  the  plaintiff  at  petty  sessions 
of  persons  whom  he  had  prosecuted  for  taking  seaweed  in  the 
locus  in  quo,  and  also  that  he  had  brought  a  former  action  against 
an  alleged  trespasser,  in  which,  after  a  submission  to  arbitration, 
there  was  an  award  in  his  favour,  which  was  made  a  rule  of 
Court,  was  admissible  as  against  a  mere  trespasser  to  prove  that 
the  shore  passed  under  the  grant,  though  the  grant  was  not  of  a 
manor. 

In  MulhoUand  v.  Killen,1  a  title  to  the  foreshore,  as  it  would 
appear,  in  gross,  was  held,  as  against  a  trespasser,  to  be  supported 
by  proof,  that  for  sixty  years  the  owner  had  let  portions  of  it  at 
yearly  rents,  had  kept  a  bailiff  to  protect  the  seaweed,  had  issued 
regulations  to  govern  the  conduct  of  his  tenants  on  the  shore,  and 
had  issued  licences  to  cut  seaweed  and  dig  gravel. 

In  Chad  v.  Tilted*  where  there  was  a  grant  of  wreck  from 
Hen.  II.  to  the  Abbey  of  Cerna,  by  all  their  lands  upon  the  sea, 
confirmed  by  inspeximvs  of  Hen.  VIII.,  and  a  subsequent  grant 
of  the  island  of  B.  and  its  shores,  belonging  to  the  late  Abbey  of 
C,  supported  by  evidence  that  between  forty  and  fifty  years  ago 
the  owner  of  B.  raised  an  embankment  across  a  small  bay,  and 
had  ever  since  asserted  an  exclusive  right  to  the  soil,  it  was  held 
that  although  the  usage  of  forty  years  could  not  of  itself  establish 
an  exclusive  right  to  the  shore  and  destroy  the  rights  of  the 
public,  yet  it  was  evidence  from  which  prior  usage  to  the  same 
effect  might  be  presumed,  and  which,  coupled  with  the  general 
words  of  the  grant,  served  to  establish  such  right. 

In  Lord  Advocate  v.  LordBkuityre3  parties  holding  barony  titles 
to  lands  situated  on  both  sides  of  the  Clyde,  a  navigable  tidal 
river,  claimed,  as  against  the  Crown  and  the  Clyde  Navigation 
Trustees,  that  the  foreshore  ex  adverso  their  lands  belonged  in 
property  to  them,  subject  to  such  rights  of  navigation  or  other 
rights  which  the  public  and  the  Clyde  Trustees  might  have  over 
the  same.  The  barony  titles  contained  no  express  grant  of 
foreshore,  nor  did  they  contain  any  specific  boundaries  which 
could  be  held  to  include  the  foreshore.     The  parties  rested  their 

1  Ir.  RM  9  Eq.  471  ;  Heahj  v.  Thome,  2  5  Moore,  185,  23  R.  R.  477. 

Ir.  K.,  4  C.  L.  Mo.  a  4  App.  Cas.  77U. 
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claim  on  the  grounds  (1)  that  the  barony  titles  alone  gave  them 
the  property;  (2)  that  coupled  with  their  titles  they  had  exercised 
from  time  immemorial  acts  of  possession  over  the  foreshore : — 

The  House  of  Lords  held,  affirming  the  decision  of  the  Court 
below,  that  the  acts  of  possession  for  the  prescriptive  period 
having  been  proved,  and  following  on  barony  titles  to  lands  so 
situated,  they  constituted  a  right  of  property  in  the  foreshore. 

Held,  also,  that  in  this  case  it  was  not  necessary  to  decide  the 
question  whether  a  barony  title  to  lands  so  situated,  which  does 
not  specify  the  exact  boundary  of  the  lands  or  contain  any 
express  grant  of  foreshore,  could  alone  give  a  right  of  property  in 
the  foreshore. 

From  these  cases  it  is  clear  that  certain  acts  of  ownership  are 
admissible  to  prove  that  the  foreshore  is  within  the  boundaries 
of  a  grant  of  land  on  the  sea  shore ;  what  acts  of  ownership, 
however,  are  sufficient  to  establish  such  a  claim,  it  is  not  so  easy 
to  say. 

In  Lord  Advocate  v.  Lorat,1  Lord  O'Hagan  says:  "As  to 
"  possession,  it  must  be  considered  in  every  case  with  reference  to 
"  the  peculiar  circumstances.  The  acts  implying  possession  in 
"  one  case  may  be  wholly  inadequate  to  prove  it  in  another.  The 
"  character  and  value  of  the  property,  the  suitable  and  natural 
"  mode  of  using  it,  the  course  of  conduct  which  the  proprietor 
"  might  reasonably  be  expected  to  follow  with  a  due  regard  to  his 
"  own  interests — all  these  things  greatly  varying,  as  they  must, 
"  under  various  conditions,  are  to  be  taken  into  account  in 
"  determining  the  sufficiency  of  a  possession." 

"It  is,  in  my  opinion,"  says  Lord  Watson,2  "practically 
"  impossible  to  lay  down  any  precise  rule  in  regard  to  the 
"  character  and  amount  of  possession  necessary  in  order  to  give 
"  a  riparian  proprietor  a  prescriptive  right  to  foreshore.  Each 
"  case  must  depend  upon  its  own  circumstances.  The  beneficial 
"  enjoyment  of  which  the  foreshore  admits,  consistently  with  the 
"  rights  of  navigators  and  of  the  general  public,  is  an  exceedingly 
"  variable  quantity.  I  think  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  in 
"  cases  where  the  sea  shore  admits  of  an  appreciable  and  reason- 
"  able  amount  of  beneficial  possession,  consistently  with  these 
"  rights,  the  riparian  proprietor  must  be  held  to  have  had 
"possession,  ...  if  he  has  had  all  the  beneficial  uses  of  the 


1  6  App.  Cas.  288. 


2  Ltn'd  Adrorrtte  v.   Young,  12  App. 
Cas.  5W,  at  p.  553. 
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"  foreshore,  which  would  naturally  have  been  enjoyed  by  the 
"  direct  grantee  of  the  Crown.  In  estimating  the  character  and 
"  extent  of  his  possession  it  must  always  be  kept  in  view  that 
"  possession  of  the  foreshore,  in  its  natural  state,  can  never  be, 
"  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term,  exclusive.  The  proprietor 
"  cannot  exclude  the  public  from  it  at  any  time ;  and  it  is 
"  practically  impossible  to  prevent  occasional  encroachments  on 
"  his  right,  because  the  cost  of  preventive  measures  would  be 
"  altogether  disproportionate  to  the  value  of  the  subject." 

The  chief  proprietary  acts  for  which  the  sea  and  sea  shore 
afford  scope,  appear  to  be : — 

1.  Taking  wreck. 

2.  Taking  royal  fish. 

3.  The  various  incidents  of  a  port. 

4.  An  exclusive  right  of  fishing. 

5.  Mining,  digging,  and  taking  sand,  seaweed,  &c. 

6.  Taking  salvage  for  grounding  of  ships. 

7.  Embanking  and  inclosing. 

8.  Punishing  purprestures  or  intrusions,  i.e.,  trespasses. 

The  first  three  of  these  are  not  incidents  to  the  possession  of 
the  soil,  but  exist  independently  as  franchises  or  prerogative 
rights  of  the  Crown,  and  though  Phear1  argues  that  they  cannot 
be  adduced  as  evidence  of  title  to  the  shore,  this  statement  of 
the  law  has  not  been  adopted  by  the  Courts,  as  in  the  case  of 
Dickens  v.  Shaw,2  though  it  was  held  that  the  right  of  the  lord 
of  a  manor  to  take  wreck  was  not  sufficient  alone  to  confer  a 
title  on  him  by  presumption  of  law  to  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  yet 
the  Court  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  might  be  evidence  of  such 
ownership,  particularly  if  coupled  with  other  acts  of  enjoyment. 

In  Hamilton  v.  A.-G.for  Ireland?  in  the  absence  of  a  special 
grant  of  the  sea  shore,  evidence  of  a  custom  to  take  wreck  of  the 
sea,  "flotsam  and  jetsam,  waifs  and  strays/'  was  held  admissible 
to  prove  a  title  to  the  shore. 

With  regard  to  the  ownership  of  a  several  or  exclusive  right  of 
fishery,  as  giving  a  right  to  the  soil  of  the  sea  shore,  in  the  case 
of  The  Duke  of  Somerset  v.  Fog  well?  the  Court  seemed  to  be  of 

1  Page  89.  note  (1),  p.  24,  ante. 

*  Moore's  History  of  Foreshore  (Hall  4  5  B.  Ac  C.  375,  29  JR.  R.  449  ;  see  also 

on  the  Sea  Shore),  pp.  651,   889  ;  see  Srrotten  v.  Brown,  4  B.  k  C.  485,  28  K.  R. 

also  List  rage  v.  R»we,  4  H.  &  F.  1048.  344  :  B.  v.  EM*,  1M.&S.  «52  ;  Gray  v. 

3  5  L.  R.,  Ir.  C.  L.  555  ;  see  also  A.-G.  Bond,  5  Moo.  527,  23  R.  R.  530  ;  Hale 

v.  Jones,  2  H.  &  C.  347,  and  cases  in  do  Jure  Maris,  Harg.  Tracts,  34. 
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opinion,  that  though  the  owner  of  a  several  fishery  in  tidal 
waters  may,  in  an  ordinary  case,  be  presumed  to  be  the  owner 
of  the  soil,  as  in  the  case  of  non-tidal  water,  yet  that  a  grant  of 
such  a  fishery  does  not  necessarily  import  the  ownership  of  the 
soil. 

In  A.~G.  v.  Emerson1  it  was  held  by  the  House  of  Lords  that 
though  prima  facie  the  Crown  is  entitled  to  every  part  of  the 
foreshore,  proof  by  the  lord  of  an  adjoining  manor  of  the 
ownership  of  a  several  fishery  over  part  of  it  exercised  by 
"  kiddles,"  i.e.,  a  series  of  stakes  fixed  in  the  ground,  raises  a 
presumption  that  the  freehold  of  the  soil  of  that  part  of  the 
foreshore  is  in  the  owner  of  the  several  fishery. 

In  Lord  Advocate  v.  Young2  the  pursuer  brought  an  action  to 
establish  his  title  as  against  the  defenders  and  the  Grown  to  the 
foreshore  of  the  sea  ex  adverso  land  of  which  he  was  the 
proprietor.  He  claimed  a  grant  of  feu  made  to  his  ancestor  in 
1804,  which  described  the  property  granted  as  land  bounded  by 
the  sea,  but  he  did  not  endeavour  to  show  that  the  grantor  had 
an  express  title  from  the  Crown.  He,  however,  endeavoured  to 
establish  his  right  to  the  foreshore  by  prescriptive  possession 
following  on  his  own  title,  and,  inter  alia,  adduced  evidence  to 
show  that  his  predecessor  in  1827  built  a  retaining  wall  upon  a 
portion  of  the  foreshore;  that  he  and  his  predecessors  had  taken 
stone  and  sand  from  the  shore ;  and  that  they  and  their  tenants 
had  exclusively  carried  away  the  drift  sea-ware.  The  Crown,  on 
the  other  hand,  adduced  evidence  to  show  that  stones  and  sand 
were  taken  from  the  shore  to  build  a  harbour,  and  that  the 
villagers  had  carried  away  in  creels  drift  sea-ware : — 

The  House  of  Lords  held,  affirming  the  decision  of  the  Court 
of  Session,  that,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of  an  express  title 
in  the  superior,  the  pursuer  had  given  sufficient  proof  that  he 
and  his  predecessors  had  been  in  possession  of  the  foreshore  in 
question  for  the  prescriptive  period  specified  in  the  Scottish  Act 
of  1617,  c.  12,  and  the  Act  of  87  <£•  88  Vict.  c.  94,  by  virtue  of 
their  heritable  infeftments,  and  that  he  had  consequently  a  valid 
right  of  property  in  the  solum  of  the  foreshore,  as  against  the 
Crown. 

"  With  regard  to  the  relative  importance,"  says  Lord  Watson,3 

1  (1891)  App.   Cas.  G49;     see  pott,  2  (1887)  12  App.  Cas.  544. 

Chap.  VI.  n  page  554, 
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"  of  taking  loose  ware  and  the  cutting  of  tangle,  as  acts  evidenc- 
ing proprietary  right,  I  can  only  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
"  it  depends  not  so  much  upon  attachment  or  non-attachment  to 
"  the  foreshore,  as  upon  the  beneficial  character  of  the  right.  I 
"  should  certainly  consider  the  exclusive  taking  of  a  valuable 
"  annual  supply  of  loose  ware  to  be  at  least  as  emphatic  an 
"  assertion  of  his  right  of  property,  by  one  having  an  express  title 
"  to  the  foreshore,  as  his  taking  from  it  a  yearly  crop  of  growing 
"  tangle  of  less  value.  ...  I  attach  not  the  slightest  weight  to 
"  the  fact  that  some  old  women  carried  off  sea-ware  in  creels,  for 
"  the  purpose  of  manuring  their  gardens,  which  were  not  upon  the 
"  lands  of  Colinswell.  The  removal  of  clay  and  stones  from  the 
"  foreshore,  which  is  proved  to  have  taken  place  at  three  several 
"  periods,  is  a  very  different  matter.  These  were  in  no  proper 
"  sense  acts  of  the  Crown;  but  acts  of  that  description,  although 
"  done  without  title,  tend  to  derogate  from  the  possession  of  the 
"  riparian  proprietor,  and  if  carried  far  enough  will  deprive  his 
"  possession  of  that  exclusive  character  which  is  necessary  in  order 
"  to  establish  a  prescriptive  right." 

All  these  acts  of  ownership,  therefore,  when  exercised  exclu- 
sively, tend  to  show  ownership  of  the  soil.  The  strength  of 
the  claim  will,  in  all  cases,  depend  on  the  number  of  exclusive 
acts  exercised  by  the  claimant.1 


'wn. 


Land   formed    bv    alluvion,    or    gradual    and    imperceptible  property  in 

"  iii.  i        land  formed 

accretion  from  the  sea,  and  land  gained  by  dereliction,  or  the  by  alluvion 
gradual  and  imperceptible  retreat  of  the  sea,  belongs  to  the  an<1<,"w"-- 
owner  of  the  adjoining  terra  firrna.  "Where  the  increase  is 
sudden  or  perceptible,  the  land  gained  belongs  to  the  Crown.3 
This  question  has  been  carefully  considered  in  the  case  of 
Hex  v.  Lord  Yarborough ;  and  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  delivered  by  Lord  Tenterden,  C.  J.,  establishes 
the  propositions  above  stated,  and  further  defines  the  word 
"imperceptible"  as  meaning  imperceptible  in  progress,  and  not 


1  Phear,  p.  89.  As  to  meaning  of 
"  exclusively,"  see  Lord  Advocate  v. 
Young,  and  Hamilton  v.  A,-G,  for 
Irehind,  suj/ra. 

*  Iter  v.  Lord  Yarborovgh,  2  Bligh, 
N.  S.  1 62 :  affirmed  by  the  H .  L.  in  Gifford 
v.Lord  Yarborongh,h  Bing.l63t  27  R.  R. 
292  ;  2  Blackstone's  Com.  261  ;  Callis  on 
Sewers,  462;  Roll.  Ab.  170;  Dy.  326; 


Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  ch.  iv.  s.  2  ;  Moore's 
History  of  Foreshore,  p.  785 ;  Woolrych 
on  Waters,  p.  34  ;  Seebkristo  v.  Eaxt 
Jnd.  ComjKtny,  10  Moo.  P.  C.  140; 
Muswmat  Imavtn  Bendi  v.  Hergoxind 
Gho*ey  4  Moo.  Indian  App.  405.  See 
also  A  bbof  of  Peterborough  '*  cane  ;  A  bbot 
of  'Ratn*ay 'x  raw  ;  Jf.  r.  Oldavrey  quoted 
in  Moore's  History  of  Foreshore,  p.  157. 
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in  result, — that  is  to  say,  where  the  increase  cannot  be  observed 
as  actually  going  on,  though  a  visible  increase  is  observable 
every  year.1  The  law  thus  stated  would  appear  to  hold  good, 
whether  the  accretion  is  caused  by  natural  or  artificial  causes, 
provided  it  does  not  arise  from  acts  done  with  a  view  to  the 
acquisition  of  the  shore.3 

Following  this  case  it  has  been  held  in  A.-G.  v.  Reeve?  that 
where  the  accretion  was  owing  to  the  erection  of  piers  and 
harbour  and  other  works  constructed  on  the  sea  shore  under 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  the  removal  of  sand,  shingle  and  ballast 
by  license  from  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests,  and 
the  accretion  was  perceptible  by  marks  and  measures,4  the  land 
gained  belonged  to  the  Crown  and  not  to  the  lord  of  the 
adjoining  manor.  Coleridge,  C.  J.,  in  delivering  judgment,  after 
remarking  that  the  rule  of  law  governing  the  matter  has  long 
been  established  without  any  material  variation  in  its  expression, 
observes  that,  "  although  the  same  principle  governs  throughout 
"  with  regard  to  the  older  authorities,  had  they  been  called  forth 
"  at  a  later  period,  when  property  became  more  valuable  and 
"  human  observation  as  to  its  accretion  more  exact,  it  is  probable 
"  that  the  expressions  used  with  reference  to  the  gradual  increase 
"  of  the  land  or  recess  of  the  sea  would  have  been  less  vague 
"  and  general,  especially  if  they  had  been  applied  to  results  in 
"  part  produced  as  they  were  in  the  case  now  before  the  Court, 
"  by  artificial  causes."5 

Where  the  sea,  or  an  arm  of  the  sea,  by  gradual  and 
imperceptible  progress  encroaches  on  the  land  of  a  subject,  the 
land  thereby  covered  belongs  to  the  Crown ; 6  but  where  land  is 
suddenly  overflowed,  and  any  marks  remain  by  which  its  limit 
can  be  recognized,  it  remains  to  the  original  owner,  and  may  be 
regained  by  art  or  industry ;  or  if  the  sea  retire  again  it  is  his 
as  before.7     It  is  very  doubtful  whether  any  length  of  time 


1  Bex  v.  Lord  Yarborough,  2  Bligh, 
N.  S.  162  ;  Gifford  v.  Lord  Yarborovgh, 
5  Bing.  163,  27  R.  R.  292.  See  also  Ford 
v.  Lary,  7  H.  &  N.  151.  and  Foster  v. 
Wright,  4  C.  P.  D.  438,  49  L.  J.,  C.  P.  97, 
as  to  rivers,  &nd  post,  pp.  69  et  seq. 

3  A.-G.  v.  Chambers,  4  De  G.  k  J.  55. 
As  to  this  see  Scebkristo  v.  East  Ind.  Co.. 
10  Moo.  P.  C.  159  :  Blackpool  Pier  y. 
Fylde  Union,  46  L.  J.,  M.  C.  189. 

3  1  L.  T.  R.  675. 

*  See  as  to  "  accretion  "  in  a  non- tidal 
river,  perceptible  by  marks  and  measures, 


ITindson  v.  Ashby,  (1896)  2  Ch.  1,  po*t, 
pp.  69,  73. 

5  As  to  mode  of  procedure  in  such 
cases  by  English  information,  see  jtosty 
Chap.  X. 

6  In  re  Hull  and  Selby  Rail  Co..  5 
M.  &  W.  327. 

'  Blackstone's  Com.  262;  Hale,  c. 
iv. ;  Dyer,  326  ;  Vin.  Abr.  Prerogative, 
B.  a  2 ;  Comyns'  Dig.  Prerog.  D.  62  : 
Callis,  51  ;  see  Moore's  History  of 
Foreshore,  pp.  785 — 808  ;  Anon.,  Dyer. 
3266. 
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daring  which  lands  are  submerged  will  bar  the  owner's  right  to 
them  when  the  waters  have  again  retired.1 

With  regard  to  islands,  where  the  island  is  formed  by  being,  islands. 
as  it  were,  torn  from  the  mainland  and  surrounded  by  the  sea, 
the  land  so  surrounded  continues  to  be  the  property  of  the 
former  owner.3  Islands  arising  in  the  sea  are  said  by  Hale  to 
belong  of  common  right  and  prima  facie  to  the  Grown ;  but 
where  they  arise  in  a  part  of  the  sea,  or  in  an  arm  of  the  sea, 
or  creek,  or  haven,  which  is  the  property  of  a  subject,  the 
islands  which  happen  within  the  precincts  of  such  private 
property  of  a  subject  will  belong  to  the  subject  according  to  the 
limits  and  extent  of  such  property.3 

The  rules  by  which  the  right  to  lands  gained  gradually  from 
the  sea  belongs  to  the  adjoining  owner  are  thought  by  Lord 
Chelmsford 4  not  to  depend  on  the  principle  "  De  minimis  non 
curat  lex"  but  to  be  those  stated  in  the  case  of  The  Hull  and 
Selby  Rail.  Co* — viz.,  1st.  That  that  which  cannot  be  perceived 
in  its  progress  is  taken  to  be  as  if  it  had  never  existed;  and 
2nd.  The  necessity  for  some  such  rule  of  law  for  the  permanent 
protection  and  adjustment  of  property;  for  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  owner  of  lands  does  not  derive  benefit  alone,  but 
may  suffer  loss  from  the  operation  of  the  rule ;  for  if  the  sea 
gradually  steals  upon  the  land,  he  loses  so  much  of  his  property.6 

The  reason  for  assigning  lands  gained  suddenly  from  the  sea 
and  islands  to  the  Crown  is  stated  by  most  writers  to  be,  that 
the  king  is  owner  of  the  soil  of  the  sea,  and  the  universal 
occupant  of  what  was  unclaimed.7 

The  king  has  probably  from  the  very  earliest  times  had  a  right  Protection 
as  part  of  the  prerogative  to  defend  the  realm  against  the  waste  SujJe  bm!?*8 
of  the  sea,  and  to  order  the  construction  of  defences  at  the 
expense  severally  of  those  who  are  to  be  benefited  by  them.8 


1  Mustumat  Imaum  Bendl  v.  Her- 
govind  Gfu)*e,  4  Moo.  Intl.  App.  405. 

*  Hale,  part  1,  ch.  vi. ;  Fleta,  lib.  3, 
c.  2,  s.  6  ;  see  Angeli,  Tide  Waters,  268 ; 
Woolrych,  36. 

3  Hale,  supra, 

*  A.-G.  v.  Cluimhers,  4  De  G.  &  J.  68. 
See  further  as  to  this  question,  the 
elaborate  judgment  of  Lindley,  J.,  in 
Foster  v.    Wright,  4  C.  P.  D.  438,  and 

JHfKty     p.     71. 

*  5  M.  k  W.  827. 

*  See  judgment  of  Lindlev,  L.  J.,  in 
Jlindwn  v.  Athby,  (1896)  2  Ch.  1,  pott, 


p.  73,  on  the  question  of  "  accretion " 
when  the  boundaries  are  defined  and 
known. 

7  See  Hale,  pp.  17,  36 ;  Callis,  44  ;  2 
Blackstone,  251.  But,  as  Callis  says, 
such  islands  are  not  within  a  county, 
and  so  without  the  realm  ;  Rfg.  v.  Keyn, 
2  Ex.  Div.  63.  The  king  is  not  universal 
occupant  of  unclaimed  dry  land  ;  Bris- 
towe  v.  Cbrmicafi,  3  App.  C.  641,  per 
Lord  Blackburn. 

8  Per  Coleridge,  C.  J.,  in  Hudson  v. 
Tabor,  2  Q.  B.  D.  290,  46  L.  J.,  Q.  B. 
463  ;  36  L.  T.  492  ;  see  Woolrych  on 
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Prerogative  of 
the  Crown. 


Commissions 
of  sewers. 


Powers  and 
duties  of 
Commis- 
sioners of 
Sewers. 


The  power  to  erect  a  sea-wall  or  embankment  as  a  protection 
against  the  sea,  or  from  the  influx  of  the  tide  in  rivers,  is  one- 
of  those  things  which  emanate  from  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown  for  the  general  safety  of  the  public ;  and  no  doubt  the 
ordinary  rights  of  property  must  give  way  to  that  which  is  done 
for  the  protection  and  safety  of  the  public,  but  only  to  the 
extent  to  which  it  is  necessary  that  private  rights  and  public 
rights  should  be  sacrificed  for  the  larger  public  purposes — the 
general  common  weal  of  the  public  at  large.1 

We  therefore  find  in  the  very  earliest  records  that  commissions 
of  sewers  were  issued  by  the  king  for  this  purpose.  The  various 
statutes  of  sewers,  beginning  with  6  Hen.  VI.  c.  5,9  do  but 
regulate  the  exercise  of  the  prerogative  in  this  respect,  and 
prescribe  forms  of  commissions  for  the  ordering  and  execution 
of  the  necessary  works,  which  forms  have  been  from  time  to 
time  varied.  In  early  times,  probably,  the  king  ordered  the 
construction  of  such  sea  walls  as  he  judged  necessary,  very 
much  according  to  his  own  discretion.  In  process  of  time, 
however,  this  discretion  came  to  be  limited  by  established  rules, 
and  at  last  by  statute.  The  Statute  of  Sewers,  23  Hen.  VIII.  c.  5, 
is  the  most  important  of  these.  By  it  commissions  of  sewers 
were  to  be  issued  from  time  to  time  as  need  required,3  and  their 
powers  and  duties  were  confined  to  the  particular  districts  issued 
in  each  particular  commission,  which  formerly  only  lasted  for 
three  years.  But  now,  by  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  188,  a  commission  of 
sewers  once  issued  shall  be  deemed  to  continue  until  such  time 
as  it  shall  be  superseded  by  his  Majesty,  who  may  from  time  to 
time  fill  up  any  vacancies  therein  under  his  sign  manual. 

The  Commissioners  of  Sewers  were  required  by  23  Hen.  VIII. 
c.  5,  in  the  first  place,  to  make  a  survey  of  the  various  defences 
against  the  sea,  and  obstructions  to  navigation  or  the  flow  of 
rivers,  and  to  hear  and  determine  concerning  the  same,  through 
whose  default  such  defences  were  out  of  repair,  or  such  obstruc- 
tion caused,  and  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  owners  of  the 
various  lands  where  offences  have  occurred,  and  also  of  such  as 
have  suffered  inconvenience.     They  were  empowered  to  assess 


Sewers,  pt.  1,  p.  42 ;  Callis  on  Sewers, 
p.  80  ;  see  also  per  Lord  Coke,  10  Coke, 
143 ;  see  also  per  Lord  Holt,  12  Mod. 
321  ;  Holt's  Cases,  643. 

1  Greenwich     Board    of    Worki    v. 
Mavdslay,    L.    R.,  5    Q.    B.   397,    23 


L.  T.  121. 

2  The  most  important  are — 23  Hen. 
VIII.  c.  5  ;  13  Eliz.  c.  9  ;  S  &  4  Will.  IV. 
c.  22  ;  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  133.  See  also 
pout,  Chap.  VII. 

8  See  Woolrych  on  Sewers,  pp.  8,  9. 
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the  lands  of  all  individuals  in  their  district,  whether  damaged 
or  not,  for  repairs  which  they  are  directed  to  execute,  and  to 
take  labourers,  carriages,  timber,  and  other  necessaries,  on  paying 
a  reasonable  price.  They  are  empowered  to  make  such  orders, 
ordinances,  and  decrees  as  may  be  expedient,  and  by  the  judicial 
authority  with  which  they  are  invested  they  may  sit  in  judgment 
upon  their  own  orders,  subject,  however,  to  the  correction  of  the 
higher  Courts.  They  may  issue  writs  and  precepts  to  the  sheriffs, 
bailiffs,  and  others,  and  may  punish  by  distress,  fine,  and,  in 
some  cases,  by  imprisonment,  any  one  showing  negligence  or 
disobeying  their  orders.1  Their  powers  are  confined  to  the  sea, 
and  to  navigable  rivers,  and  to  public  sewers,  and  to  things 
which  interfere  with  the  public  convenience.2 

The  authority  to  be  exercised  by  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers  Property  in 
on  the  behalf  of  the  public,  does  not,  however,  vest  in  them  o™^ftn^ments 
such  a  property  in  the  embankments  or  walls  which  they  have  erected  not 
erected,  as  will  enable  them  to  maintain  an  action  of  trespass  J^m. 
against  a  trespasser  for  breaking  them  down — the  remedy  must 
be  by  indictment  in  the  name  of  the  king.3  Sect.  10  of  the 
Sewers  Act,  1838  (8  A  4  Will.  IV.  c.  22),  by  which  all  walls, 
banks,  &c,  adjoining  the  sea  or  tidal  rivers  are  to  be  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  commissioners,  does  not  vest  such  walls,  &c, 
in  the  commissioners  until  they  have  taken  them  within  their 
jurisdiction  in  the  manner  described  in  sect.  47. 4  It  has  further 
been  held  that  there  is  nothing  inconsistent  with  the  purposes  of 
a  sea  or  river  wall  or  embankment  erected  to  protect  the  neigh- 
bouring lands,  in  a  public  right  of  way  along  the  surface ;  and 
that  the  same  evidence  of  user  will  raise  the  presumption  of  a 
dedication  of  a  right  of  way  by  the  owner  of  the  soil  in  the  case 
of  such  embankment,  as  in  any  other  case  of  uninterrupted  and 
open  user  by  the  public ;  but  that,  if  it  was  necessary  for  public 
purposes  or  for  the  public  safety  of  a  district  that  the  level  of  the 
wall  should  be  altered,  so  as  to  interfere  with  and  obstruct  the 
public  right  of  way,  the  right  of  way  must  yield  to  the  larger 
and  more  important  purpose  for  which  the  powers  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Sewers  were  given.6 

The  navigable  rivers,  ports,  harbours  and  docks  of  the  kingdom  Their  powers 

,  m    ,  -  limited  to 

1  Woolrych  on  Sewers,  pp.  54—62.  4  West  Norfolk  Farmers'  Manure  Co. 

*  Ibid.  p.  68  ;  per  Buller,  J.,  in  Jean  v.  Areldale,  16  Q.  B.  D.  754  ;  55  L.  J., 

v.  Holland,  2  T.  R.  365.  Q.  B.  230  ;  54  L.  T.  561. 

3  Duke    of   Neiocastle    v.    Clark,    2  *  Greenwich    Hoard    of    Work*    v. 

Moore,  R.  666  ;  20  R.  R.  583  ;  see  Driver  Maudslay,  L.  R.,  5  Q.  B.  397. 
v.  Simpwn,  Ibid,  note  on  p.  682. 

L.W.  3 
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coast  not 
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any  conser- 
vators or  har- 
bour trustees. 


Liability  to 
repair  not 
enforceable 
against  the 
Crown  or  at 
common  law 
against  a 
frontager, 


But  the 
Crown  may 
prevent  de- 
struction of 
natural  bar- 
riers. 


A.-O.  v. 
Tomline. 


are  now  almost  universally  vested  in  corporate  bodies  of  con- 
servators, who  have  all  the  powers  of  permanent  Commissioners 
of  Sewers,  unless  there  is  stipulation  to  the  contrary  in  their 
particular  Act.1  The  powers,  therefore,  of  Commissioners  of 
Sewers  at  the  present  day  are  restricted  to  those  parts  of  the 
coast  not  under  the  regulation  of  any  body  of  conservators  or 
trustees  of  ports,  harbours  or  docks. 

Though  it  has  been  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  king  to 
guard  and  protect  the  shores  and  lands  adjoining  the  sea  from 
being  overflowed  by  the  sea,  there  is  no  liability  in  this  respect 
which  can  be  enforced  against  the  king,  and  no  mode  of  enforcing 
it.2  There  is  also  no  liability  at  common  law  apart  from  prescrip- 
tion upon  a  frontager  to  maintain  a  sea-wall  for  the  protection  of 
his  neighbours ;  nor  is  the  fact  that  a  frontager  had  always 
maintained  a  wall  in  front  of  his  land,  and  that  no  one  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  erect  a  wall  to  protect  his  land  from  the 
water  which  might  come  from  his  neighbour's  land,  sufficient 
evidence  to  establish  a  prescriptive  liability  on  a  frontager  to 
maintain  the  wall  for  the  protection  of  the  adjoining  landowners.3 
So  a  parish  has  been  held  not  liable  to  repair  part  of  a  highway 
washed  away  by  the  sea.4 

But  there  exists  in  the  Crown  a  prerogative  right  and  a  duty 
to  protect  the  lands  of  the  realm  from  the  inroads  of  the  sea  for 
the  benefit  of  the  commonwealth ;  and  such  prerogative  right 
and  duty  import  a  right  in  an  owner  of  land  protected  from  the 
sea  by  a  natural  barrier  to  have  such  barrier  preserved  from 
destruction  by  the  owner  of  the  land  on  which  it  exists ;  and  this 
right,  though  not  enforceable  against  the  Crown,  is  enforceable 
against  a  subject  who  is  the  owner  of  land  on  which  such  natural 
barrier  exists.  Thus  in  A.~G.  v.  Tomline*  the  plaintiff  and" 
relator,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  was  seised  in  trust  for  the 
Crown  of  a  piece  of  land  near  the  shore  of  the  estuary  of  a  tidal 
river.  The  defendant  was  lord  of  the  manor  and  owner  of  the 
adjoining  land  and  foreshore  lying  between  the  plaintiff's  land 
and  the  estuary.  On  the  shore  on  the  defendant's  land  was  a 
natural  bank  of  shingle  formed  by  the  sea.  The  defendant  and 
his  predecessors  had  for  many  years  sold  large  quantities  of 

1  Woolrych  on  Sewers,  p.  49.  port,  ch.  vii. 

3  Hudson  v.  Tabor,  2  Q.  B.  D.  290  ;  8  Hudson  v.  Tabor ;  A.-G.v.  Tomlinr, 

A.-  O.  v.  Tomline,  14  Ch.  1).  58 ;  12  Ch.  D.  supra. 

214.    As  to  liability  of  River  Commis-  4  lisg.  v.  Hornsea,  2  C.  L.  R.  596  ;  23 

sioners  under   Acts  of   Parliament  to  L.  J.,  M.  C.  59  ;  6  Cox,  C.  C.  279. 
repair,  see  Bramlcttv.  Tees  Conservancy,  *  12  Ch.  D.  214  ;  40  L.  T.,  N.  S.  775. 
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shingle,  and  in  consequence  of  this  removal  the  plaintiff's 
property  was  overflowed  by  a  very  high  tide  in  1877,  and  its 
safety  became  endangered.  On  information  and  action  to  restrain 
defendant  from  removing  any  shingle  so  as  to  endanger  the 
plaintiff's  land,  Fry,  J.,  granted  the  injunction  prayed,  and  based 
his  judgment  on  the  ground  of  the  duty  of  the  Grown  to  protect 
the  land  of  the  subject,  and  on  the  absurdity  which  would  result 
if  the  subject  was  allowed  to  destroy  what  the  Crown  is  bound  to 
maintain ;  and,  remarking  on  the  case  of  Hudson  v.  Tabor,  he 
admits  that  a  great  distinction  may  exist  between  a  liability  to 
repair  an  artificial  bank  or  wall,  and  the  right  to  destroy  a 
natural  protection.  This  judgment  was  affirmed  on  appeal,1  the 
Court  holding  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Crown  to  protect  the 
realm  from  the  inroads  of  the  sea  by  maintaining  the  natural 
barriers  or  by  raising  artificial  barriers,  and  that  no  subject  is 
entitled  to  destroy  a  natural  barrier  against  the  sea  ;  and  if  the 
destruction  of  such  natural  barrier  would  cause  an  injury  to  a 
neighbouring  landowner,  he  is  entitled  to  an  injunction  to 
restrain  it,  although  the  removal  of  shingle  and  its  sale  is  a 
natural  and  ordinary  user  of  the  land.2 

By  prescription,  however,  the  liability  to  repair  a  sea-wall  and  Liability  to 
to  defray  all  the  expenses  may  be  imposed  upon  an  individual  ISpoaedty 
owner.  If  the  injury  to  a  sea-wall  is  occasioned  by  the  default  of  prescription. 
him  who  is  bound  to  repair  it  and  is  not  irremediable,  and  he 
cannot  repair  it,  every  one  charged  with  the  repairs  may  have  an 
action  on  the  case  against  him.3  Thus  it  has  been  held  in  Lyme 
llegis  Corj)oration  v.  Henley*  that  an  individual  who  had  suffered 
loss  by  decay  of  sea-walls  which  a  corporation  was  directed  to 
repair  under  terms  of  a  grant  from  the  Crown  conveying  borough 
and  pier  or  quay  tolls,  may  sue  the  corporation  for  damages ;  so 
also,  as  the  obligation  concerns  the  public,  an  indictment  will  lie. 
Where  a  farm  has  been  subject  rat'tone  tenura  to  the  repair  of  a 
sea-wall,  such  liability  attaches  to  every  part  of  the  land  com- 
prising the  farm  though  the  farm  has  been  sold  and  has  become 
vested  in  several  different  purchasers.6  If  the  injury  is  caused 
by  a  sudden  tempest  without  any  default  on  his  part,  then  the 
Commissioners  of  Sewers  may  order  a  new  one,  even  in  a  different 

1  14  Ch.  D.  58.  1  Scott,  29 ;    1  Bing.,  N.  C.  222  ;   2  CI. 

J  See  Crompton  v.  Lea,  31  L.  T.,  N.  S.  &  F.  331 ;  8  Bligh,  N.  S.  090 ;  37  H.  R.  12o. 

469.  *  L.  and  X.  W.  IUij.  v.  Fobbing  Level 

•  Kehjhhys  case,  10  Coke,  139.  Commissioners,  G6  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  127 ;  75 

4  3  B.  &  A.  77  ;  5  Bing.  71  ;  affirmed  L.  T.  629  ;  but  see  post.  p.  38. 
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form  if  necessary,  to  be  erected  at  the  expense  of  all  the  owners 
of  land  who  would  be  damaged  by  the  nuisance,  or  may  be 
benefited  by  the  repair,  according  to  the  quantity  of  their  lands.1 
At  common  law  the  king  might  issue  commissions  to  repair 
ancient  walls,  but  not  to  build  new  ones.  If  a  man  would  make  a 
new  wall,  he  must  sue  an  ad  quod  damnum  to  know  what  damage 
it  shall  be  to  the  king  and  others.  By  stat.  28  Hen.  VIII.  c.  5, 
new  inventions  are  not  warranted,  but  some  alterations  might  be 
made ;  when  an  old  wall  by  violence  of  the  sea  is  broken  down, 
another  wall  in  the  case  of  inevitable  necessity  may  be  made, 
but  if  the  damage  may  be  avoided  by  the  reparation  of  the  old 
one,  a  new  one  ought  not  to  be  erected.2 
Where  In  the  absence  of  evidence  that  the  prescriptive  liability  of  a 

causeTby        frontager  extends  to  the  repair  of  damage  caused  by  extraordinary 
extraordinary  violence  of  the  sea,  the  liability  to  repair  the  damage  thus  caused 

falls  on  all  the  landowners  in  a  level.5 

The  landowners  of  a  level  cannot,  however,  be  called  upon 
to  contribute  to  the  repairs  of  a  sea-wall,  although  it  has  been 
injured  by  an  extraordinarily  high  tide  and  tempest,  unless  the 
damage  has  been  sustained  without  the  default  of  the  party 
generally  bound  to  repair.4  A  landowner  may,  moreover,  be 
bound  by  prescription  to  repair  a  sea-wall,  even  though  it  be 
destroyed  by  an  extraordinary  tempest,  and  it  is  a  question  for 
the  jury  whether  he  is  bound  to  provide  against  the  effects  of 
ordinary  tempests  only  or  of  extraordinary  ones  also.5 
Negligence  Where   an  obligation   is   imposed  on  a  frontager,   either  at 

common  law  or  by  statute,  to  keep  a  wall  at  a  certain  height,  and 

he  fails  to  do  so,  he  is  guilty  of  negligence  and  responsible  for  all 

damage  caused  by  such  negligence,  even  though  the  damage  is 

caused  by  the  overflow  of  an  extraordinarily  high  tide.    Thus,  in 

Mtro-P/ios-      The  Nitro-Pltosphate  Co.  v.  London  Docks,6  the  defendants,  the 

Jj7/d>C°'y'      owners  °*  a  dock  on  the  river  Thames,  were,  prior   to   1875, 

Ifock*.  required  by  the  Dagenham  and  Havering  Commissioners  of  Sewers 

to  maintain  a  river-wall  in  front  of  their  land  at  a  height  of  four 
feet  two  inches  above  Trinity  high  water  mark.  They  were 
authorized  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  make  and  maintain  a  dock 

1  R.  v.  Com missi oners  of  Sewer*  for  *  R.  v.   Commissioner*  of  Sewer*  for 

S»mrr*et,  8  T.  R.  312  ;   4    R.   R.  659  ;  JBwm,  1  B.  &  C.  477  ;  25  R.  R.  467. 

Keighletf*  r«*ey  10  Coke.  139.  *  R.  v.  Leigh.  10  A.  &  E.   398  ;   50 

8  Me  of   Ely   case,   10    Coke,    140  ;  R.  R.  463  ;  and  see  per  Cairns,  L.  C,  in 

Rooked  s  rate,  5  Coke,  99.  Rirer  Wear  Commissioners  v.  Adamsoft, 

3  Htbbing  Sewer*  Com  minsionersr.  Reg.,  2  App.  C.  750. 

11  App.  Cas.  449  ;  56  L.  J.,  M.  C.  1  ;  55  «  9  Ch.  Div.  503  ;  37  L.  T.,  N.  S.  330. 
L.  T.  498. 
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and  works  according  to  levels  defined  in  plans  and  sections 
deposited  with  the  clerk  of  the  peace.  The  sections  showed  the 
retaining  banks  of  the  new  works  to  be  of  a  uniform  height  of 
four  feet  above  Trinity  high  water  mark.  The  defendants 
allowed  their  retaining  bank  to  be  at  one  point  several  inches 
below  the  level  of  four  feet.  In  November,  1875,  an  extraordinarily 
high  tide,  which  rose  to  four  feet  five  inches  above  Trinity  high 
water  mark,  overflowed  the  defendants'  bank  and  damaged  the 
plaintiffs*,  adjoining  landowners.  The  tide  had  never  been  known 
to  rise  bo  high  before.  In  an  action  for  damages  the  defendants 
urged  that  they  were  not  liable,  as  the  extraordinarily  high  tide 
was  the  act  of  God,  and  that,  even  if  they  were  liable  for  some 
damages  for  not  keeping  the  wall  of  the  height  of  four  feet,  they 
were  not  liable  for  the  whole  damage  caused  by  a  tide  which 
rose  to  four  feet  five  inches,  which  would  have  overflowed  the 
plaintiffs'  premises,  even  if  they,  the  defendants,  had  maintained 
their  wall  at  the  proper  height.  Fry,  J.,  held,  that  a  duty  was 
imposed  on  the  defendants  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  keep 
their  wall  at  a  uniform  height  of  four  feet  above  Trinity  high 
water  mark ;  that  they  had  failed  to  do  so,  and  were  guilty  of 
negligence,  and  liable  for  the  whole  of  the  damage ;  and  that 
though  the  unprecedented  high  tide  might  be  the  act  of  God,  yet 
no  man  who  has  a  duty  cast  on  him,  and  who  does  not  perform  it, 
can  rely  upon  the  act  of  God  as  any  excuse  at  all.  He  held 
further,  that  as  he  could  not  tell  whether  any  of  the  damage  did 
accrue  from  the  act  of  God,  and  could  not  analyze  the  total 
amount  of  damage  between  the  defendants'  negligence  and  the  act 
of  God,  the  defendants  must  pay  the  whole  damage  done.1 

On  appeal3  the  Lords  Justices  affirmed  the  decree  of  Fry,  J., 
with  a  variation.  They  held,  that,  independently  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  the  defendants  were  bound  at  common  law  to  maintain 
their  bank  up  to  the  level  of  four  feet  two  inches,  the  height  of  the 
rest  of  the  river  wall,  and  were  liable  to  the  plaintiffs  for  negligence 
in  not  doing  so ;  that  the  extraordinarily  high  tide  in  question, 
though  the  act  of  God,  did  not  excuse  the  defendants  from  their 
liability,  but  that  they  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  showing 
that  the  damage  done  by  the  act  of  God  and  the  damage  occa- 
sioned by  their  negligence  could  be  ascertained  and  apportioned.9 

1  Xitro-Phonphtite  Co.y.  London  Docks,  Wear  (bmmis*i oners  v.  Adamxon,  L.  11., 

37  L.  T.,  N.  8.  330.  2  App.  C.  780  ;  47  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  193  ;  37 

3  9  Ch.  1).  921  ;  39  L.  T.  453.  L.  T.  513  ;  McholU  v.  Maryland,  2  Ex. 

*  As  to  the  "act  of  God,"  see  Hirer  Div.  1 ;  &nd  post,  Chap.  III. 
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Liability  of 
tenants  for 
life  and 
mortgagees. 


Presentment 
by  a  jury 
necessary. 


If  a  tenant  for  life  suffer  a  sea-wall  to  be  out  of  repair,  so  that 
by  his  fault  the  land  is  drowned,  it  is  waste  in  him ;  but  if  the  land 
be  drowned  by  the  rage  and  extraordinary  violence  of  the  sea,  it  is 
not  waste.1  A  mortgagee  not  in  actual  possession,  but  in  receipt 
of  rents  and  profits  of  land  charged  with  the  repair  of  a  sea-bank, 
is  liable  for  default  of  reparation,  although  notice  has  not  been 
given  him  to  repair  under  8  tt  4  If  111.  IV.c.%%  s.  15,  as  the  power 
given  by  the  old  statute  28  lien.  VIII.  c.  5,  to  assess  and  impose 
fines  and  pecuniary  impositions  still  exists,  although  the  statute 
8  dc  4  Will.  IV.  c.  22,  8.  15,  enacts  that  after  notice  given  the 
commissioners  may  in  default  repair  themselves  at  the  defaulter's 
expense.2 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  commissioners  set  out  in  28 
Hen.  VIII.  c.  5,  s.  8,  before  an  order  can  be  made  upon  a  person 
to  repair  a  sea-wall,  there  must  be  a  presentment  by  a  jury  that 
he  is  the  person  by  whose  default  tbe  sea-wall  is  out  of  repair.8 
Stat.  8  tO  4  Will.  IV.  c.  22,  to  a  certain  extent  modifies  that 
enactment,  because,  whereas  under  the  old  statute  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  jury  should  find  on  each  occasion  who  was  liable  to 
do  repairs,  the  later  statute  enacts  that  it  shall  no  longer  be 
necessary  during  the  continuance  of  the  same  commission  to  have  a 
presentment  of  a  jury  upon  subsequent  wants  of  repair,  and  that 
the  first  presentment  of  any  given  individual,  or  body  politic, 
shall  be  sufficient.  It  says  that  not  only  an  individual  once 
presented,  but  the  owners  and  occupiers  for  the  time  being  of 
such  lands,  shall  continue  liable  from  time  to  time  to  repair  the 
defence  according  to  the  presentment.  But  when  it  empowers  the 
commissioners  to  make  their  order  it  only  mentions  such  person, 
body  politic  or  corporate,  i.e.,  the  person  or  body  politic  originally 
presented.  It  was  held,  therefore,  that  an  order  on  an  owner 
to  whom  the  land  had  been  transferred  since  the  presentment 
was  bad.4 

The  commissioners  may  proceed  to  order  repairs  under  a  com- 
mission and  presentment  of  a  jury  on  their  own  view  (or  by 
survey — that  is,  upon  their  own  view) — or  assisted  by  measure- 
ment and  by  conference  with  competent  persons,  whom  they  may 


1  Griffith's  case,  Moore,  Rep.  62. 

2  Beg.  v.  Baker,  L.  R.,  2  Q.  B.  621  ; 
36  L.  J.,  Q.  6.  242. 

1  Wingate.  v.  Waite,  6  M.  &  W.  739  ; 
Beg.  v.  Wharton,  2  B.  &  S.  719  ;  9  Jur., 
N.  S.  325. 


4  Beg.  v.  Wharton,  2  B.  &  S.  719.  As 
to  liability  on  purchasers  after  sale  of 
lands,  see  L.  und  N.  W.  Big.  v.  Fobbing 
Level  C\*mmh9to)wr»,  66  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  12  ; 
75  1..  T.  629. 
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call  in,  or  by  view  and  survey  combined,  or  possibly  on  the  report 
of  a  surveyor  appointed  for  the  purpose ;  but  the  information 
of  a  marsh  bailiff  and  the  expenditor  and  another  seems  not 
sufficient  to  justify  an  order  to  repair.1  A  mandamus  is  unneces- 
sary to  enable  Commissioners  of  Sewers  to  enforce  liability  on 
persons  liable  ratiane  tennra.* 

In  the  absence  of  any  prescriptive  liability  on  any  individual,  In  absence  of 
all  the    owners  and  occupiers  benefited  by  the  wall,  and  they  aU  owners'1 
alone,  are  liable  to  be  rated  to  its  repair.3    Where  five  owners  of  ?*d  ^ipiere 
lands  below  the  sea  level  covenanted  with  each  other  that  a  certain  liable  to  be 
sea-wall  should  be  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  estates  to  be  ™^i^r 
borne  rateably,  a  purchaser  of  one  part  of  the  estate  who  had  no 
actual  notice  of  the  covenant  was  held  liable  to  contribute  to  its 
maintenance  on  the  following  grounds: — 1st.  The  covenant  ran 
with  the  land ;  2nd.  The  defendant  was  bound  to  inquire  how  the 
wall  was  kept  up,  as  it  was  manifest  that  the  land,  when  he 
bought  it,  was  protected  by  the  sea-wall  in  question ;  3rd.  That 
as  m  defendant  was  protected  by  the  sea-wall,  he  was  liable  at 
common  law  to  contribute  to  its  support,  unless  he  could  prove 
he  was  not  so  liable.4 

All  owners  of  land  exposed  to  the  inroads  of  the  sea,  or  Com-  Necessary 
missioners  of  Sewers  acting  for  a  number  of  landowners,  have  a  ^  erected  *y 
right  to  erect  such  works  as  are  necessary  for  their  own  protection  though  in- 
even  although  they  may  be  prejudicial  to  others,  and  they  will  adjoining 
not  be  liable  to  pay  compensation  for  injury  to  lands  not  within  owners- 
the  level,  in  the  absence  of  negligence  or  malice.6     It  does  not 
appear  that  the  Court  in  the  last-cited  case  meant  to  lay  down  the 
principle  that  a  riparian  owner  has  a  right  as  against  the  Crown 
to  erect  defences  against  the  sea  on  the  shore  below  low  water 
mark  when  the  shore  is  the  property  of  the  Crown,  and  so  to 
justify  a  purpresture ;  this  right  would  seem  confined  to  the  soil 
above  high  water  mark,  which  is  primd  facie  his  own.     The 
question  did  not  arise  in  the  case,  as  the  works  were  executed  by 


1  Beg.  v.  Wharton,  2  B.  &  S.  719, 
per  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  and  Crompton,  J. ; 
Callis,  p.  107. 

*  Beg.  v.  Gamble,  3  P.  &  D.  122 ;  11 
A.  &  E.  69  ;  9  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  2. 

3  Keighley's  case,  10  Coke,  130;  Isle 
of  Ely  case,  10  Coke,  HO  ;  Booke's  case, 
5  Coke,  99.  In  Bex  v.  Inliahitants  of 
Paul,  2  Moo.  &  Hob.  307,  it  was  held,  at 
nisi  prius,  by  Maule,  J.,  that  a  parish 
cannot  be  indicted  for  not  rebuilding  a 
sea-wall  over  which  an  alleged  highway 


used  to  pass  ;  for  it  could  not  be  said  to 
have  been  at  the  time  of  the  default  a 
highway  which  the  public  were  pre- 
vented from  using  for  want  of  reparation. 

4  Mori  and  v.  (Awke,  L.  R.,  6  Kq.  252  ; 
37  L.  J.  Ch.  852  ;  J 8  L.  T.  496. 

4  B.  v.  Commissioners  of  Setters  of 
Pagltam  Level,  8  B.  &  C.  355  ;  82  R.  R. 
406.  This  would  not  seem  to  hold  good 
in  tidal  rivers ;  see  A.-O.  v.  Lonsdale, 
L.  R.f  7  Eq.  387  ;  38  L.  J.  Ch.  335 ; 
20  L.  T.  64  ;  post,  p.  154. 
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Public  right 


the  Commissioners  of  Sewers,  and  the  action  was  by  an  adjoining 
landowner  for  damage  done  to  his  land  by  the  works. 

The  ownership  of  the  Crown  in  the  soil  of  the  shore  is 
naviga  ion.  BUi)Bervient  to  the  public   right  of  navigation,  and  cannot  be 

used  in  any  way  so  as  to  derogate  from  and  interfere  with  such 
right.  The  grantees  of  the  Crown  take  subject  to  this  right, 
and  any  grant  to  a  subject  so  as  to  be  detrimental  to  the  public 
right  is  void  as  to  such  parts  as  are  open  to  such  objections,  if 
acted  upon  so  as  to  effect  nuisance  by  working  injury  to  the 
public  right.1  All  such  nuisances  may  be  abated  on  information.3 
The  right  of  navigation  extends  over  every  part  of  a  navigable 
river,  and  a  fortiori  of  the  sea,3  and  includes  the  right  to  anchor 
and  fix  moorings  without  paying  toll  as  a  necessary  part  of  the 
right  which  is  essential  for  its  full  enjoyment.4 

This  right  of  passage  has  been  said  not  to  extend  to  the  right 
of  crossing  the  shore  at  low  water,  for  the  purpose  of  landing 
goods,  or  fishing,  where  the  shore  is  the  property  of  a  subject, 
in  the  absence  of  necessity  or  of  a  prescriptive  right  to  do  so ;  * 
but  this  doctrine  is  not  now  supported  by  the  Courts,  and 
decisions  have  been  given  in  modern  cases  which  overrule  it. 
Thus  it  has  been  held  that  the  right  of  navigation  includes 
all  such  rights  as  are  necessary  for  the  full  enjoyment,  not- 
only  of  the  right  of  passage,6  but  of  the  rights  of  trade  and 
commerce;7  and  that  the  private  property  of  the  Crown  and 
its  grantees  is  in  every  way  subservient  to  this  public  right.8 
Thus  in  the  case  of  A.-G.  v.  Wemyss9  the  Judicial  Committee 
have  laid  down,  on  appeal  from  the  Courts  of  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments, that  the  right  of  the  proprietor  in  the  foreshore  is 
subject  to  the  obligation  of  allowing  the  owner  or  occupier  of 
lands  adjoining  the  sea  free   access  and  egress  to  and  from 


Right  of  pas- 
sage over  the 
shore. 


1  A.-G.  v.  Pur  meter,  10  Price,  378, 
412;  24  R.  R.  723—745  ;  Gann  v.  Free 
Fishers  of  Whitstable,  11  H.  L.  192  ; 
.1.-6*.  v.  Burridge,  10  Trice,  350  ;  24 
R.  R.  705. 

2  A.-G.  v.  Richards,  2  Anst.  603  ; 
3  R.  R.  632. 

8  R.  v.  Ward,  4  Atk.  384. 

4  Gann  v.  Free  Fishers  of  Whitstable, 
11  H.  L.  208;  A.-G.  v.  Wright,  (1897) 
2  Q.  B.  318. 

5  Blundell  v.  Catteral,  5  B.  &  Ad.  268 ; 
24  R.  R.  353.  The  sea  shore  is  not  a 
"  street,  highway  or  public  place  "  within 
the  Gas  and  Waterworks  Clauses  Act, 
1847:  MaddocItY.  Wallasey  LjcuI  Board, 


55  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  267  ;  50  J.  P.  404. 

6  Gann  v.  Free  Fi*hers  of  Whitstable, 
11  H.  L.  192 ;  Mayor  of  Colchester  v. 
Brooke,  7  Q.  B.  339. 

7  Rex  v.  Russell,  6  B.  &  C.  566  ;  30 
R.  R.  432  ;  Original  Hartlepool  Colliers 
v.  Gibb,  5  Ch.  D.  713  ;  46  L.  J.,  Ch.  311; 
36  L.  T.  433. 

8  Gann  v.  Free  Fishers  of  W7titstable, 
11  H.  L.  192;  A.-G.  v.  Parmeter,  10 
Price,  378  ;  24  R.  R.  723—745  ;  A.-G.y. 
Burridge,  10  Price,  350  ;  24  R.  R.  705  ; 
A.-  G.  v.  Johnson,  2  Wils.  87;  18  R.  R.  156. 

•  3  App.  Cas.  192,  P.  C. ;  see  also 
North  Shore  Rly.  v.  Pion,  14  App.  Gas. 
612,  post,  p.  95. 
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the  sea  to  his  lands,  and  to  beach,  land,  and  haul  up  boats  upon 
the  shore.  In  the  case  of  The  Mayor  of  Colchester  v.  Brooke,1  Mayor  of  ed- 
it was  held  that  the  right  of  passage  in  a  river  exists  at  all  Brooke. 
times  and  states  of  the  tide,  and  that  it  is  no  excess  of  this 
right  if  a  vessel,  which  cannot  reach  its  destination  at  a  single 
tide,  remains  aground  till  the  tide  serves.  Lord  Denman,  C.  J., 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  says : 
44  Now  if,  in  such  rivers  (i.e.,  navigable  tidal  rivers),  it  was  held 
"  that  the.  character  (i.e.,  of  being  public  and  navigable  in  the 
44  sense  of  a  highway)  did  not  extend  higher  up  than  the  water 
"  sufficed  to  float  vessels  at  all  times,  or  was  suspended  during 
4 'such  periods  of  the  tide  as  left  the  channel  too  shallow  for 
"that  purpose,  rights  of  the  public  invaluable  and  immemorial 
"  in  numerous  rivers  would  be  abridged  and  rendered  in  many 
44  particulars  vexatiously  uncertain,  and  in  many  cases  be  made 
44  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  useless.  ...  To  say,  then,  that  the 
44  river  ceased  to  be  navigable,  ceased  to  be  a  highway,  at  the  ebb 
"  or  other  states  of  the  tide  when  such  vessels  could  not  float,  is 
44  in  effect  to  say,  that  except  for  a  short  period  of  every  month, 
4*  they  should  not  use  the  river  at  all  for  the  purpose  of  trading 
44  with  Colchester.  It  is  more  reasonable  to  hold  that  the  term 
44  navigable  is  arelative  and  comprehensive  term,  containing  within 
"  it  all  such  rights  upon  the  waterway  as,  with  relation  to  the 
44  circumstances,  are  necessary  for  the  full  and  convenient  passage 
*'  of  vessels  and  boats  along  the  channel.  .  .  .  The  right  of  soil 
**  in  arms  of  the  sea  and  public  navigable  rivers,  which  the  Crown 
"  prima  facie  has,  independently  of  any  ownership  in  the  adjoin- 
44  ing  lands,  must  be,  in  all  cases,  considered  as  subject  to  the 
44  public  right  of  passage,  however  acquired;  and  any  grantee  of 
44  the  Crown  must  of  course  take  subject  to  such  right." 

In  the  case  of  Marshall  v.  Ulleswater  Company*  it  was  held  Marshall t. 
that  persons  having  a  right  to  navigate  on  a  non- tidal  lake  company? 
were  entitled  to  pass  over  a  pier  belonging  to  the  plaintiff,  the 
owner  of  the  soil  of  the  bed  of  the  lake,  which  had  been  wrong- 
fully erected  by  a  third  party,  but  was  maintained  by  the 
plaintiff,  and  which  prevented  persons  having  a  right  of  access 
from  coming  down  to  the  brink  of  the  lake,  for  the  purposes 
of  going  on  it  to  exercise  the  public  right  of  navigation.  In 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  Blackburn,  J.,  says  :  "It 

1  7  Q.  B.  373  ;  15  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  59.  *  L.  R.,  7  Q.  B.  166  ;   41  L.  J.,  Q.  B. 

413  ;  25  L.  T.  793. 


42  OF    THE    SEA,    AND   RIGHTS   THEREIN. 

"  is  well-established  law,  that  where  there  is  a  public  highway, 
"  the  owners  of  land  have  a  right  to  go  upon  the  highway 
"  from  any  spot  on  their  own  land.  They  cannot,  of  course, 
"  pass  over  the  soil  of  another  without  his  leave,  and  he  who 
"  has  dedicated  the  road  to  the  public  at  large  has  no  right  to 
"  complain  that  a  particular  individual  has  come  upon  it  at  one 
"  spot,  rather  than  at  another ;  consequently  every  person  in 
"  the  vicinity  of  Ulleswater,  whose  land  abuts  on  the  edge  of 
"  the  lake,  has  a  right  to  come  down  to  the  brink  of  the  water 
"  for  the  purpose  of  going  upon  it  to  exercise  the  public  right  of 
"  navigation  where  it  is  admitted  to  exist.  Now  I  apprehend 
"  that  where  there  is  a  right  of  that  kind,  the  necessary  inci- 
"  dents  are  involved  in  it,  and  therefore,  that  in  a  navigable 
"  river  like  the  Thames,  where  a  person  with  his  barge  has  come 
"  to  the  land,  it  is  not  essential  that  he  shall  find  some  spot 
"  where  the  water  is  so  deep  that  the  barge  can  float  up  to  the 
"  bank  close  enough  to  enable  him  to  step  ashore,  but  that  he  has 
"  the  reasonable  and  usual  modes  of  disembarking  incidental  to 
"  the  navigation  of  vessels ;  if  the  water  were  a  few  feet  in  depth 
"  he  would  probably  use  a  boat,  if  very  shallow  he  could  wade,  or 
"  if  his  vessel  lay  conveniently  near,  he  might  place  a  plank  across 
"  it  to  the  land ;  and,  therefore,  the  rule  of  law  is  that  the  owner 
"  of  the  adjoining  land,  or  those  whom  he  permits  to  go  thereon, 
"  have  a  right  of  access  to  and  from  their  vessels  either  by  walking, 
"  or  wading,  or  walking  over  a  plank,  but  that  they  have  no  right 
"  to  disturb  the  soil  covered  with  water,  as  by  permanently  fixing 
"  anchors.*'1  This  right  of  crossing  the  sea  shore  as  incident  to 
the  public  right  of  navigation  gives  no  right  to  trespass  on  land 
above  high  water  mark,  and  there  is  no  legal  right  for  fishermen 
(apart  from  exceptional  circumstances,  such  as  stress  of  weather) 
to  draw  or  to  leave  their  boats  above  that  line.3  Such  a  right 
may,  however,  be  acquired  by  prescription,  as  it  has  been  held 
that  where  fishermen  had  immemorially  been  used  to  beach  their 
boats  upon  land  near  the  sea,  and  the  owner  of  such  land  had 
obtained  an  Act  authorizing  him  to  levy  a  yearly  sum  for  such 
boats  beached,  the  owner  could  not  exclude  the  fishermen  without 
assigning  to  them  other  land  equally  suited  for  beaching  boats.3 

1  L.  R.,  7  Q.  B.  172.    See  also  Lyon  v.  Wood,  V.-C. 

Fishmongers  Co.,  1  App.  Cas.662;  Aorth  *  llchester    v.    llashleigh,    (1889)    5 

Shore  lily.  v.  Pion,  14  App.  Caa.  612  ;  T.  L.  R.  73U ;  61  L.  T.  477  ;   33  W.  R. 

South  Eastern  Itail.   Co.  v.  Darling,  5  104. 

C.  B.,  N.  S.  821  ;  A.-O.  v.  Conservator*  8  Aitim  v.  Stephen,  1  App.  Cas.  456, 

of  the  Thames,  1  Hem.  &  M.  p.  32,  per  H.  L.  8c. 
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The  right  of  fishing  in  the  sea  and  upon  the  shore  between  Public  right 
high  and  low  water  mark  is  prima  facie  vested  in  all  the  subjects  ery' 

of  the  realm  as  a  common  right.1 

But  in  some  cases  statute  law  has  set  bounds  to  the  exercise 
of  this  right  in  respect  of  seasons,  particular  kinds  of  fish,  and 
the  manner  of  fishing. 

The  right  of  the  public  to  fish  includes  the  right  to  take  shell 
fish  on  the  sea  shore  between  high  and  low  water  mark.3  It 
seems  doubtful  whether  it  includes  the  taking  of  shells.2  It  may 
be  carried  on  by  the  use  of  lawful  nets.*  This  right  is  sub- 
servient to  the  right  of  navigation,4  and  has  been  held  not  to 
include  a  right  for  fishermen  apart  from  exceptional  circum- 
stances, such  as  stress  of  weather,  to  draw  up  or  leave  their  boats 
above  high  water  mark.5 

Prior  to  Magna  Charta  the  Crown  had  power  to  exclude  the 
public  from  this  right,  and  to  grant  a  several  and  exclusive 
right  of  fishing  to  individual  subjects.  This  right  cannot  now 
be  granted  by  the  Crown,  and  a  several  fishery  in  the  sea  can 
now  only  be  claimed  by  prescription,  or  ancient  usage  presup- 
posing a  grant,  or  by  express  grant  from  the  Crown  prior  to 
Magna  Charta.6  Where  an  immemorial  usage  is  proved,  a  lawful 
origin  for  the  usage  ought  to  be  presumed  where  reasonably 
possible.7  The  right  of  several  fishery  is  independent  of  the  owner- 
ship of  the  soil  of  the  shore  by  the  subject,  and  may  exist  either 
with  or  without  such  ownership.  A  grant,  therefore,  of  the  shore 
alone  will  not  of  itself  pass  the  fishery,  which  will  remain  in  the 
public ; 8  nor  will  a  grant  of  a  several  fishery  necessarily  pass  the 
soil,9  though  it  is  evidence,  coupled  with  the  grant  of  a  manor, 
that  the. soil  was  intended  to  pass.10 


1  Fitzwultcrs  cttse,  1  Mod.  103 ; 
Anongtmnts,  6  Mod.  73  ;  Warren  v. 
Matthews,  1  Salk.  357  ;  6  Mod.  73  ; 
Smith  v.  Kemp,  2  Salk.  637  ;  Ward  v. 
Cresswell,  Willes,  265;  Bagot  v.  Orr, 
2  Bos.  fc  Pul.  472  ;  5  R.  R.  668  ;  Carter  v. 
Murcott,  4  Burr.  2163  ;  Magorof  Orford 
v.  Richardson,  4  T.  R.  437  ;  3  R.  R.  579. 

J  Bagot  v.  Orr,  2  Bos.  &  Pul.  472 ; 
5  R.  R.  668.  See  as  to  oyster  fishery 
Goodman  v.  Saltash  Corporation,  7  A  pp. 
Cas.  633. 

8  Warren  v.  Matthew*,  6  Mod.  73  ;  1 
Salk.  357. 

4  A.-G.  v.  Parmeter,  10  Price,  378 ; 
24  R.  R.  723—745;  A.-G.  v.  Johnson, 
2  Wils.  87  ;  18  R.  R.  156. 

*  Ilchester  v.  ltashUigh,  5  T.  L.  R.  739. 


6  Carter  v.  Murcott,  4  Burr.  2163; 
Hale,  ch.  5 ;  Warren  v.  Matthews,  1 
Salk.  357 ;  Malcolmson  v.  O'Uea,  10 
H.  L.  593  ;  Allen  v.  Donrllg.  5  Ir.  C.L. 
R.  292  ;  O'AYtll  v.  Allen,  9  lr.  C.  L.  R. 
132  ;  Kent's  Com.  489  ;  Moore's  History 
of  the  Foreshore,  715 ;  Woolrych  on 
Waters,  c.  5,  p.  75. 

7  Goodman  v.  Salt  ash  Corporation,  7 
App.  Cas.  633. 

8  Per  Hale,  C.  J.,  Fitzioalter's  case,  1 
Mod.  105. 

•  A.-G.  v.  Emerson,  (1891)  App.  Cas. 
649  ;  Duke  of  Somerset  v.  Fog  well,  5  B. 
&  C.  875  ;  29  R.  R.  449. 

10  For  a  full  account  of  the  right  of 
fishery  and  the  incidents  thereto,  see 
post,  Chap.  YI. 
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Wreck. 


What  is 
wreck. 


By  general  law  all  goods  found  afloat  and  derelict  belong  to  the 
king  in  bis  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral.1  The  right  to  take 
wreck  is  not  claimed  by  the  Crown  as  part  of  or  appurtenant  to 
the  ownership  of  the  sea  shore,  but  in  virtue  of  the  royal  prero- 
gative.2 The  right  to  take  wreck  on  the  shore  may  be  granted 
to  a  subject  apart  from  the  shore  itself,  but  it  frequently  exists 
as  a  franchise  attached  to  a  manor  on  the  sea  coast,  though  in 
such  cases  it  is  still  prescribed  for  on  the  ground  of  immemorial 
usage  or  proved  by  express  grant.3 

A  grant  of  the  shore  alone  does  not,  therefore,  pass  the  right 
of  wreck,  nor  does  a  grant  of  wreck  alone  pass  the  shore,  though 
it  may  be  called  in  as  evidence  in  support  of  a  claim  to  the  shore.4 
The  right  to  wreck  will  not  pass  by  the  general  words  of  a  grant.5 
Wreck  appurtenant  to  a  manor  by  prescription  does  not  pass 
under  a  grant  of  the  office  of  admiral  with  wreck  and  profits 
appertaining  to  the  office,  though  the  manor  is  in  the  king's 
hands  at  date  of  the  grant.6  The  right  to  take  wreck  implies 
a  right  of  crossing  the  shore  for  the  purpose  of  taking  it.7 

By  the  stat.  of  West.  I.  c.  4,  it  is  provided  that  no  ship 
or  anything  in  it  shall  be  adjudged  wreck  where  any  man 
or  domestic  animal  escape  alive.8  In  such  cases  the  goods  are 
to  be  saved  and  kept  by  the  coroner,  sheriff,  or  king's  bailiff : 
the  owner  may  claim  them  within  a  year  and  a  day :  if  he  does 
not  so  claim  them,  they  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  officers  of  the 
Crown.9  Where  goods  are  perishable,  they  may  be  sold  sooner, 
to  prevent  loss.10  Where  wreck  belongs  to  another  than  the 
king,  he  is  to  have  them  in  the  same  way.  Flotsam,11  jetsam,1* 
and  ligan 13  being  on  the  land  pass  by  grant  of  wreck,  but  this 
only  when  the  ship  perishes,  or  the  owner  of  goods  is  not  known; 
and  goods  cast  into  the  sea  for  fear  of  tempest  are  not  forfeited 
unless  the  ship  be  lost.14 


1  Hex  v.  49  Cask*  of  Brandy,  3  Hagg. 
270  ;  The  liebeckah,  1  C.  Rob.  227  ;  A.-&. 
v.  Emerson,  (1891)  App.  Cas.  649. 

2  Moore's  History  of  Foreshore,  713; 
Bracton,  2  ;  Vent.  188  ;  5  Coke,  108  ; 
Sutton  v.  Buck,  2  Taunt.  355 ;  1 1 R.  R.  585. 

3  See  Talbot  v.  Lewis,  6  C.  &  P.  606. 

4  As  to  this,  see  Dickens  v.  Shaw, 
Moore's  History  of  Foreshore,  3rd  ed.  454, 
889,  and  cases  ante,  p.  24. 

*  Alcock  v.  Cooke,  2  M.  &  P.  625  ;  30 
R.  R.  625. 

6  IViggin  v.  Brauthwaite,  1  Ld.  Ray- 
mond, 473  ;  Holt,  758  ;  12  Mod.  259. 


7  6  Mod.  149,  Anon. 

8  See  Hamilton  v.  Da  vies,  5  Burr. 
2732 

•  Woolrych,  12  ;  Phcar,  99  ;  see  Sutton 
v.  Buck,  2  Taunt.  302  ;  11  R.  R.  585. 

10  2  Inst.  168. 

11  When  the  ship  sinks  and  goods 
float.    (5  Coke,  106.) 

15  Where  the  goods  are  thrown  over- 
board to  lighten  the  ship  and  the  ship 
perishes.    (Ibid.) 

13  Heavy  goods  cast  in  the  sea  and 
buoyed  up  by  corks.    (Ibid.) 

m  46  Edw.  III.  c.  15. 
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Further,  to  constitute  wreck  of  the  sea  which  will  pass  by 
grant  to  a  subject,  not  only  must  there  be  no  life  saved,  and  no 
vestige  remaining  by  which  the  property  can  be  identified,  but 
the  goods  must  be  cast  or  left  on  land  by  the  sea,1  touching 
the  ground,2  though  they  need  not  have  been  left  dry.1 

A  log  of  wood  floating  in  the  sea  near  the  shore,  and  drawn 
on  a  rock  by  a  person  wading,  and  another  log  which  having 
been  cast  on  the  beach  and  marked  by  the  grantee  of  wreck, 
and  then  carried  out  to  sea  again  and  taken  the  second  time 
while  floating,  were  both  held  in  a  late  case  to  be  droits  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  not  to  belong  to  the  grantee  of  wreck  on  the 
coast.8  The  grantee  of  wreck  has,  however,  a  special  property  in 
all  goods  stranded  in  his  liberty,  and  may  maintain  trespass  against 
a  wrongdoer  for  taking  them  away,  though  such  goods  were  part 
of  a  cargo  of  a  ship  from  which  some  persons  had  escaped  alive, 
and  though  the  owners  within  the  prescribed  time  identified 
them,  and  before  any  seizure  had  been  made  by  the  grantee.4 

To  constitute  wreck  under  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  17  tO 
18  Vict.  c.  104,  and  to  entitle  the  finders  to  salvage,  the  goods 
must  have  been  to  sea  in  a  ship  ;  and  timber  which  had  drifted 
from  the  place  where  it  had  been  moored  is  not  wreck  within  the 
Act.5  This  Act  is  repealed  by  sect.  745  and  schedule  22  of  57  if  58 
Vict.  c.  60  (the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894),  but  the  definition  of 
wreck  given  in  sect.  2  of  the  earlier  Act  is  re-enacted  by  sect.  510 
of  the  later  Act.  The  goods  must  also  have  been  wrecked — 
i.e.,  cast  on  the  shore,  for  goods  landed  from  a  ship  which  was 
abandoned  and  driven  on  shore  are  not  wreck  within  8  <£  4 
Will.  IV.  c.  52,  8.  50,  so  as  to  be  liable  to  pay  under  that  statute.6 

It  has  been  held  that  between  high  and  low  water  mark  Jurisdiction 
when  the  tide  is  high  the  Court  of  Admiralty  has  jurisdiction  Admiral?/* 
over  wreck,  and  when  it  is  low  the  Courts  of  Common  Law ;  »n<1  Common 
Sir  J.  Nicholls  thus  stating  the  law :  "  Above  high  water  mark 
"  it  [wreck]  belongs  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  as  grantee  of  the 
"  Crown ;  beyond  low  water  mark  he  can  have  no  claim ;  it  is  on 
"  the  high  seas,  and  belongs  to  the  Admiralty.  It  is  equally  clear 
"  that  between  high  and  low  water  mark  it  is  di visum  imperium ; 

1  Bex  v.  49  Cad*  of  Brandy,  3  Hagg.  B.  &  A.  831  ;  35  R.  R.  471. 

257  ;  1  Hen.  IV.  c.  16  ;  Tlte  Bebeckah,  1  *  Palmer  v.  Bonne,  3  H.  k  N.  505. 

1  C.  Rob.  227.  •  Legge  v.  Boyd,  1  C.  B.  92  :  sec  Clark 

4  The  Pauline,  2  Rob.  Adm.  858.  v.  Chamberlain,  2  M.  &  W.  78.     As  to 

3  StacJtjmile  v.  The  Queen,  Ir.  R.,  9  Eq.  customs  duty,  see  Barry  v.  Arnavd,  10 
119.  A.  &  E.  646  ;  50  R.  R.  516. 

4  Bailiff  of   Bunwich  v.   Sterry,   1 
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"  when  the  tide  covers  this  space  it  is  sea,  when  it  recedes  again 
"  it  is  land,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  manor." l 

Spanish  dollars  one  hundred  years  old  found  on  the  shore 
must  be  presumed  to  have  come  from  a  vessel  which  had  been 
wrecked,  though  no  part  of  the  vessel  is  found.2 

Royal  fish.  Royal  fish — i.e.,  whale,  sturgeon  and  porpoise — whether  thrown 

on  the  shore  or  caught  on  the  sea  within  the  realm,  are  the 
property  of  the  Crown  and  not  of  the  finder.  They  may  be 
the  property  of  a  subject  by  grant  or  prescription  in  the  same 
way  as  wreck.8 

Bathing.  Bathing  in  the  open  sea  and  in  tidal  rivers  has  been  held  by  the 

Court  of  King's  Bench,  by  a  divided  opinion,  not  to  be  a  com- 
mon law  right,  so  as  to  justify  the  public  in  passing  over  those 
parts  of  the  shore  which  are  private  property,  in  order  to  gain 
access  to  the  water  for  that  purpose.4  The  plaintiff  in  this 
case  was  lord  of  the  manor  and  owner  of  the  shore  by  grant 
from  the  Crown,  on  the  river  Mersey,  an  arm  of  the  sea,  and 
had  also  the  exclusive  right  of  fishing  on  the  shore  with  stake 
nets.  The  defendant  was  servant  of  an  innkeeper  on  the  shore, 
who  kept  bathing  machines,  and  he  drove  the  machines  across 
the  shore  to  the  water.  No  prescriptive  right  was  claimed  for  the 
passage  of  machines,  though  it  was  proved  to  be  the  custom 
for  people  to  pass  on  foot  for  the  purpose  of  bathing.  The 
defendant  claimed  a  common  law  right  for  all  the  king's  subjects 
to  bathe  in  the  sea,  and  to  cross  the  shore  for  that  purpose  on 
foot,  and  with  horses  and  carriages.  Best,  J.,  took  the  defen- 
dant's view  of  the  case,  on  the  broad  ground  of  the  sea  being 
the  great  highway  of  the  world,  of  the  importance  of  a  free 
access  to  the  sea,  and  of  a  necessity  of  a  right  to  bathe  in  the  sea 
$s  essential  to  the  health  of  so  many  persons  ;  but  the  majority 
of  the  Court,  Abbott,  C.  J.,  Holroyd  and  Bayley,  JJ.,  held  that 
there  was  no  such  common  law  right,  and  that  in  the  absence 
of  prescription  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  for  the  tres- 
pass.6    This  decision  is  protested  against  by  Mr.  Hall,  in  his 

1  R.  v.  7\oo  Caxht  of  Tallow,  2  Hagg.  ed.  753  :   Stephen's  Blackstone,  toI.  ii. 

2'.)4  ;  rJ7te  Pauline,  2  Rob.  Ad.  858  ;  see  p.  540,  7th  ed.     See  Paterson's  Fishery 

however  Emhlcton  v.  Brown,  3  E.  &  E.  Laws,  24, 165  :  Woolrych  on  Waters,  83. 

234  ;  and  Reg.  v.  Mu**on,  8  E.  &  B.  800.  ■»  Blvndell  v.  Catteral,  5  B.  &  Ad.  268  ; 

as  to  criminal  jurisdiction,  and  31  A:  32  24  R.  R.  353.    See  llchexter  v.  Kadileigh, 

Vict.  c.  122.  5  T.  L.  R.  739  ;  61  L.  T.  477. 

*  Talbot  v.  Lewis,  6  0.  kV.  630.  *  See  Angell  on  Tidal  Waters,  28. 

8  Moore's  History  of  Foreshore,  3rd 
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Essay  on  the  Sea  Sliore,  on  the  ground  that  the  custom  of  bathing 
is  as  ancient  and  general  a  custom  as  that  of  fishing  in  the  sea; 
and  that,  therefore,  the  rights  of  private  property  should  be 
subservient  to  this  public  'right,  in  the  same  way  as  they  are 
to  the  right  of  fishing.1 

Following  the  case  of  Bhindett  v.  Catteral,  it  has  been  held  in 
Llandudno  Urban  District  Council  v.  Woods2  that  a  clergyman 
has  no  right  to  hold  services  on  the  sea  shore  between  high  and 
low  water  mark,  and  a  declaration  to  that  effect  was  made  on  the 
application  of  the  plaintiffs,  lessees  of  the  Crown,  though  an 
injunction  was  refused  on  the  ground  that  the  matter  was  too 
trivial.  Cozens-Hardy,  J.,  in  delivering  judgment,  says,  at  p.  208 
of  the  report :  "  I  think  I  am  bound  by  the  decision  of  the 
*'  majority  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  in 
"  1821,  in  Blundell  v.  Catteral,9  to  hold  in  strict  law,  this  pro- 
"  position  is  well  founded.  The  public  are  not  entitled  to  cross 
"  the  shore  even  for  the  purposes  of  bathing  or  amusement. 
"  The  sands  on  the  sea  shore  are  not  to  be  regarded  as,  in  the  full 
"sense  of  the  word,  a  highway.  A  more  extensive  right  may 
"  possibly  have  been  gained  by  prescription  or  by  custom,  either 
"  by  individuals  or  by  the  permanent  or  temporary  inhabitants 
"  of  Llandudno ;  but  the  existence  of  this  more  extensive  right 
"  must  be  proved,  and  will  not  be  presumed  in  the  absence  of 
"  proof.  The  plaintiffs  have,  therefore,  every  right  to  treat  every 
*'  bather,  every  nursemaid  with  a  perambulator,  every  boy  riding 
"  a  donkey,  and  every  preacher  on  the  shore  at  Llandudno  as  a 
"  trespasser.  In  the  present  case  there  is  no  evidence  from 
"  which  I  can  find  the  existence  of  a  legal  usage  or  custom 
"  entitling  the  defendant  to  deliver  sermons  or  addresses  on  the 
"  shore  at  Llandudno.  ...  I  feel  bound  to  say  that  I  consider 
"  this  action  wholly  unnecessary,  and  one  which  ought  not  to 
"  have  been  brought.  It  is  no  part  or  duty  of  the  council,  as 
*"  lessees  from  the  Crown  for  "an  unexpired  term  of  two  years,  to 
"  prevent  a  harmless  user  of  the  shore.  .  .  .  This  action  is  an 
"attempt  to  assert  rights  which  the  Crown  would  never  have 
"  thought  of  putting  forward,  and  which  are  in  no  way  necessary 
"  for  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  town  of  Llandudno.  ...  I 
"  cannot  refuse  to  make  a  declaration  that  the  defendant  is  not 
"  entitled  without  the  consent  of  the  plaintiffs  to  hold  meetings 

1  Hall,   156—186  ;    Angell  on    Tidal  *  (1899)  2  Ch.  705. 

Waters,  28.    See  Laird  y.  Briggt,  19  »  5  B.  &  Ad.  268. 

Ch.  D.  22. 
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"  or  deliver  addresses,  lectures  or  sermons  on  any  part  of  the 
"  foreshore  in  lease  from  the  Crown.  But  I  decline  to  go  further. 
"  I  decline  to  grant  an  injunction.  That  is  a  formidable  legal 
"  weapon  which  ought  to  be  reserved  for  less  trivial  occasions. 
"  And  I  make  no  order  as  to  costs." 

It  would  appear  that  the  only  restraint  which  by  the  common 
law  is  imposed  upon  the  common  liberty  of  bathing  in  the  sea 
and  tide  waters,  where  no  right  of  private  property  is  involved,  is 
that  which  is  imposed  by  decency  and  a  respect  for  public  morals. 
The  laws  of  decency  must  be  enforced  in  all  places  which  become 
the  habitations  of  civilized  man.1  Hence  it  has  been  held  that  it 
is  an  indictable  offence  for  a  man  to  undress  himself  on  the  beach 
and  to  bathe  in  the  sea  near  inhabited  houses,  from  which  he 
may  be  distinctly  seen,  although  the  houses  may  have  been 
recently  erected,  and  although  it  may  have  been  usual  up  till  then 
for  men  to  bathe  in  great  numbers  at  the  place  in  question.2 

It  has  been  held  in  a  later  case  that  where  the  shore  is  held  by 
lease  from  the  Crown,  an  immemorial  custom  of  bathing  along 
the  shore  gives  no  right  to  persons  availing  themselves  of  it  to 
place  machines  there,  whether  drawn  by  horses  or  by  means  of  a 
capstan  ;  and  that  a  prohibition  in  a  provisional  order  under  an 
Act  of  Parliament  to  bathe  without  a  machine,  does  not  operate 
to  confer  a  right  to  place  a  machine  on  such  land  for  the  purpose 
of  bathing.8 


Rights  to 
sand,  shells 
and  seaweed. 


Sand,  shells,  and  seaweed,  being  natural  products  of  the  shore, 
belong,  it  would  seem,  prima  facie  to  the  Crown  or  its  grantees,* 
and  there  is  no  general  right  in  the  public  to  enter  the  shore  and 
take  them.5  When,  however,  the  soil  is  in  the  Crown,  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  taking  of  them  would  be  permitted  if  it  was 
not  injurious  to  the  navigation.6  A  lord  of  a  manor  cannot 
claim  an  exclusive  right  to  cut  seaweed  below  low  water  mark 
except  by   grant  or  prescription   from   the   Crown.7     Seaweed 


1  Angell,  34. 

8  Rex  v.  Crunden,  2  Camp.  89;  11 
R.  R.  671. 

8  Mace  v.  Phi  tour,  15  C.  B.,  N.  S.  600. 

4  See  per  Rest,  JM  in  Bin  nd  ell  v.  Cat- 
teral,  24  R.  It.  353  ;  Howe  v.  St  a  well, 
1  AL  &  Nnp.  356,  and  note  at  p.  357  : 
Angell  on  Tidal  Waters,  260.  Sec  also 
Daly  v.  Murray,  17  L.  R.,  Ir.  185,  where 
evidence  of  user  of  foreshore  by  taking 
seaweed  was  held  admissible  to  establish 
title  to  the  foreshore. 


'  Howe  v.  Stawell,  1  Al.  &  Nap.  856  ; 
Hagot  v.  Orr,  2  Bos.  &  Pul.  472  :  5  R.  R. 
668  ;  Hamilton  v.  A.-G.  for  Ireland, 
5  L.  RM  Ir.  555. 

8  Per  Best,  J.,  in  D\ client  v.  Sftaw, 
Hall  on  the  Sea  Shore,  App.  68. 

'  Be  next  v.  Pipon,  1  Knapp,  P.  C.  60. 
As  to  duty  to  remove  decomposed  sea- 
weed which  had  become  a  nuisance,  see 
Margate  Local  Board  v.  Margate  Har- 
bour Co.,  2  L.  T.  564. 
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thrown  on  the  land  by  extraordinary  tides  belongs  to  the  owner 
of  the  property  on  which  it  is  thrown  j1  so  does  sand  drifted  by 
the  wind.2  Seaweed  cast  on  a  private  shore  between  high  and 
low  water  mark  is  not  the  subject  of  larceny,  but  trover  will  lie 
for  it.3 

A  right  to  take  sand  and  shingle  may  exist  and  be  claimed  by  By  prescrip- 
prescription.  As  such  a  claim  is,  however,  the  claim  to  a  profit 
a  prendre  in  the  soil  of  another,  it  cannot  be  supported  by  proof 
of  a  custom  in  the  inhabitants  of  a  township ;  for  such  a  custom 
would  be  void,  as  a  profit  a  prendre  can  only  be  claimed  by  grant 
or  prescription.4  Nor  could  it  be  claimed  by  such  inhabitants  by 
prescription,  as  it  was  a  claim  by  persons  not  a  corporation,  and 
thus  incapable  of  taking  by  grant ;  and,  moreover,  was  not 
claimed  by  them  in  a  que  estate.*  Where,  however,  the  custom 
was  for  the  good  of  the  navigation,  a  custom  for  the  freemen  of 
an  ancient  borough  and  the  proprietors  of  ships  to  dig  gravel 
was  held  good.6 

A  claim  of  this  kind  may,  however,  be  supported  by  prescrip- 
tion by  an  individual  through  his  ancestors,  or  in  the  name  of  a 
corporation  and  its  predecessors,  or  as  appurtenant  to  some  estate 
holden  by  the  claimant.7 

A  tenant  under  a  building  agreement  with  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  who  has  only  a  right  of  entry  upon  the  foreshore  for  the 
purposes  of  that  agreement,  cannot  maintain  an  action  against  a 
defendant  who  sets  up  a  forty  years'  uninterrupted  use  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  foreshore  by  taking  shingle  thereon  and  putting 
bathing  machines  thereon.8 

By  7  Joe.  I.  c.  18,  the  taking  of  sand  from  the  shore  for 
agricultural  purposes  by  the  inhabitants  of  Cornwall  and  Devon 
is  made  lawful ;  but  whether  this  was  in  confirmation  of  a  prior 
custom  so  to  do  seems  doubtful.9 


»  Loux  v.  Gorett  3  B.  &  Ad.  863  ; 
37  R.  It.  560  ;  Baird  v.  Fortune,  7  Jur., 
N.  S.  926,  per  Lord  Campbell,  C.  J. 

2  Blewett  ▼.  Tregonning,  3  A.  &  E. 
554  :  42  R.  R.  463. 

3  lleg.  v.  Clinton,  Ir.  R.,  4  C.  L.  6. 

4  As  to  claim  of  inhabitants  to  dredge 
for  oysters,  see  Goodman  v.  Salt  ash 
Corporation,  7  App.  Cas.  633,  and  re- 
marks of  Kay.  J.,  on  this  case  in  Tilbury 
▼.  Silva,  45  Ch.  D.  98,  pott,  Chap.  VI. 

6  Constable  ▼.  Nicholson,  14  C.  B.,  N.  S. 
230  ;  Pitts  v.  Kingsbridge,  19  W.  R.  884 .; 
see  also  Bland  v.  Lipscombe,  24  L.  J., 
Q.  B.  155,  n. ;  Race  v.  Ward,  ibid. ;  All- 

L.W. 


good  v.  Gibson,  34  L.  T.,  N.  S.  883  ;  A.-G. 
v.  Mathias,27  L.  J., Ch.761  ;  Gatewar&s 
case,  Cro.  Jac.  152  ;  Macymmara  v.  Hig- 
gins,  4  Ir.  C.  L.  R.  326  ;  as  to  right  of 
surveyors  of  highways  to  take  shingle, 
see  Clowes  v.  Beck,  20  L.  J.,  Ch.  505. 

6  Mayor  of  Lynn  y.  Tayler,  3  Lev. 
160. 

'*  Angell  on  Tidal  Waters,  273  ;  Con- 
stable v.  Nicholson,  14  C.  B.,  N.  S. 
230. 

8  Laird  v.  Briggs,  19  Ch.  D.  22. 

9  See  Hall  on  the  Sea  Shore,  95  ;  Hale 
de  Jure  Maris,  c.  6. 
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Ports  and  Harbours. 

Definition.  A  harbour  or  haven  is  a  place  naturally  or  artificially  made 

for  the  safe  riding  of  ships.1  A  port  is  a  haven  and  something 
more ;  it  is  a  harbour  where  customs  officers  are  established,  and 
where  goods  are  either  imported  or  exported  to  foreign  countries.2 
All  ports  comprehend  a  city  or  borough  called  caput  portits,  with 
a  market  and  accommodation  for  sailors/  A  port  is  a  place 
where  a  vessel  can  lie  in  a  position  of  more  or  less  shelter  from 
the  elements,  with  a  view  to  the  loading  or  discharge  of  cargo. 
The  natural  configuration  of  the  land  is,  therefore,  often  a  most 
important  element  in  determining  what  are  the  limits  of  a  port. 
All  the  waters  within  given  boundaries  which  possess  the  common 
character  of  safety  and  protection  would  be  generally  admitted  to 
be  within  its  ambit.  "Where,  however,  a  port  is  one  of  several 
situate  on  the  same  river,  it  is  obvious  that  the  natural  configura- 
tion of  the  land  is  not  of  the  same  importance  and  does  not 
afford  the  same  guidance.4 

The  limits  of  a  port  vary  according  to  the  purpose  for  which  it 
is  instituted  ;  and  a  port  for  fiscal  purposes  is  not  the  same  as  it 
is  for  municipal  or  local  purposes  or  for  pilotage  or  for  commercial 
purposes.6 
Privilege  of         The  privilege  of  erecting  ports  at  which  customable  goods  may 
partof  prero?  be  landed,  and  of  taking  dues  and  tolls  as  incident  thereto,  is 
gative  of  the    part  of  the  royal  prerogative,  and  can  only  belong  to  a  subject  as 
rown'  a  franchise  by  grant  or  prescription  from  the  Crown,  or  by  Act  of 

Parliament.6  No  subject  has  therefore  a  right  to  land  custom- 
able goods  on  his  own  land,  or  elsewhere  than  at  a  public  port. 
There  is  no  restriction  in  the  landing  of  goods  not  customable  at 
private  wharves,  even  in  public  ports,  on  the  taking  of  such  tolls 
for  landing,  &c,  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  parties  ;7 
but  no  general  toll  can  be  taken  at  such  wharves,  a  right  to  a 
toll  depending  in  all  cases  on  grant,  prescription,  or  Act  of 
Parliament. 


1  Hale  De  Portibus  Maris,  c.  2. 

3  Houck's  Navigable  Rivers,  175. 

*  Hale  de  Port.  Maria,  c.  11. 

4  Per  Lord  Herschell  in  Hunter  v. 
Northern  Marine  Insurance  Company, 
13  App.  Cas.  717,  H.  L.  Sc. 

*  See  Sailing  Ship  "  Garxtin  "  Co.  v. 
ffickie,  15  Q.  B.  D.  580 ;  Hunter  v. 
Northern  Marine  Insurance  Co.%  IS  App. 
Cas.  717,  H.  L.  Sc.    See  also  Encyclo- 


paedia of  Laws  of  England,  art.  "  Port," 
pp.  215  et  *eq. 

•  Hale  de  Port.  Maris,  c.  2 ;  Houck, 
176  ;  2  Stephen's  Blackstone,  7th  ed. 
499  ;  Foreman  v.  Free  Fishers  of  Whit- 
stable,  L.  R.,  4  H.  L.  266. 

7  Hale  de  Port.  Maris,  c.  6  ;  Houck 
on  Navigable  Rivers,  184 ;  Balti- 
more Wharf  case,  3  Bland  Rep.  383 
(American). 
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The  Crown  may  grant  to  a  subject  the  right  to  erect  a  port  on  May  be 
his  own  land,  or  on  the  land  of  another,  provided,  in  the  latter  f^cf.  *°  * 
case,  no  vested  interests  are  interfered  with.1 

The  ownership  of  the  soil  of  all  ports,  as  well  as  of  the  sea  Ownership  of 
shore  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  is  vested  prima  facie  in  8Gl1  of  P0*8* 
the  Grown,  and  the  Crown  might  formerly  have  conveyed  the  soil 
to  a  subject  by  grant  or  royal  charter,  either  apart  from  or  in 
conjunction  with  the  franchise.2  Where  a  subject  has,  by  grant 
or  prescription,  the  franchise  of  a  port,  it  would  appear  to  be 
evidence  that  he  has  the  soil  also,  though  this  evidence  will  not 
be  conclusive,  as  the  franchise  may  exist  apart  from  the  soil.8  A 
port  may,  it  would  seem,  pass  as  parcel  of  a  manor.1 

The  ports  of  this  country  are  now  almost  exclusively  the  Torts  now 
property  of  corporate  bodies  by  ancient  grant  or  charter  from  the  f^JJii? 
Crown,  or  by  Act  of  Parliament,  by  which  the  powers  and  duties  trustees. 
of  the    trustees    and  the  public  in  each  particular  port  are 
regulated,  and  to  which,  in  all  cases  of  disputes,  reference  must 
be  made. 

The  Crown,  in  virtue  of  its  prerogative,  and  of  its  office  of  Lord  Conservancy 
High  Admiral,  is  conservator  of  all  ports,  havens,  creeks,  and  ofiK>rt8- 
arms  of  the  sea,  and  protector  of  the  navigation  thereof.5 

Although,  formerly,  the  king  had  a  power  of  granting  the 
franchise  of  havens  and  ports,  yet  he  had  not  the  power  of 
narrowing  and  confining  their  limits  when  once  established  ;  but 
any  person  had  a  right  to  load  or  discharge  his  merchandize  in 
any  part  of  the  haven,  whereby  the  revenue  of  customs  was  much 
impaired  and  diminished  by  fraudulent  landing  in  obscure 
corners.  This  abuse  caused  statutes  to  be  passed,  enabling  the 
Crown  to  ascertain  the  limits  of  all  ports,  and  to  assign  proper 
quays  for  the  exclusive  landing  and  loading  of  merchandize ;  and 
this  duty,  as  well  as  those  of  appointing  ports  and  sub-ports,  and 
declaring  the  limits  thereof,  was  confided,  by  16  d-  17  Vict. 
r.  107,  *.  9,  to  the  Commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  Treasury.6 
This  Act  was  repealed  by  the  Customs  Consolidation  Act,  1876, 
39  it  40  Vict.  c.  86,  which  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Customs  Board  under  the  control  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  latter 

»  Mayor  of  Exeter  v.  Warren,  5  Q.  B.  3  0.  P.  584  ;  21  L.  T.  804. 

773.  5  See  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  Harg.  Tr. 

*  See  ante,  p.  17.  23. 

*  See  ante,  pp.  21-29.  •  2     Stephen's     Blackstone's     Com. 

*  See  Hale  de  Port.  Maris,  67  ;  Fore-  p.  535,  7th  ed. 
man  v.  Free  Fighers  of  Whitstable,  L.  R., 
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Act  has  been  further  amended  by  the  Customs  Consolidation 
Acts,  1877,  1878,  1881,  1882,  1888,  1884,  1887,  1889  and  1890. 
By  10  d 11  Vict.  c.  27,1  the  provisions  ordinarily  inserted  in  local 
Acts  of  Parliament,  passed  for  the  construction  and  improvement 
of  particular  harbours,  docks  and  piers,  are  consolidated  into  a 
single  statute,  so  as  to  be  embodied  by  way  of  reference  in  any 
special  Act  without  needless  repetition ;  and  with  the  object  of 
obviating  the  necessity  in  certain  cases  of  obtaining,  at  great 
expense,  a  special  local  Act  for  such  construction,  the  Board  of 
Trade  is  now  enabled,  by  24  d  25  Vict,  c.  45,  to  make  provisional 
orders  authorizing  the  construction  of  any  pier,  harbour,  quay, 
wharf,  jetty,  or  excavation  by  private  undertakers,  upon  applica- 
tion made  to  the  Board,  but  such  orders  are  of  no  validity  or 
force  until  confirmed  by  Act  of  Parliament.2  By  25  d  26  Vict 
c.  69,  various  powers  and  duties  relative  to  harbours  and  naviga- 
tion were  transferred  from  the  Admiralty  to  the  Board  of  Trade ; 
sect.  5  of  which  enacts,  "  that  with  respect  to  any  special  Act 
"  that  may  be  passed  after  the  end  of  the  present  session  of 
"  Parliament,  the  following  sections  of  the  Harbour,  Docks  and 
"  Piers  Clauses  Act,  1847,  and  all  provisions  relative  thereto  in 
"  that  Act,  or  in  any  future  special  Act  contained,  shall  be 
"  construed  as  if  the  Board  of  Trade  were  named  in  the  said 
"  sections  instead  of  the  Admiralty,  viz.,  in  sects.  12,  18,  16, 
"  18,  19."  Harbour  authorities  have  also  special  facilities  for 
keeping  their  harbours  in  good  order  and  clear  of  obstructions. 
Thus  by  28  Hen.  VIII.  c.  8  and  27  Hen.  VIIL  c.  28  pro- 
vision was  made  for  guarding  harbours  in  Devon  and  Cornwall 
from  being  injured  by  tin  workings  near  them  ;  and  54  Geo.  III. 
c.  159  prohibits  the  removal  of  ballast  or  shingle  from  the 
shores  or  banks  of  any  port,  harbour  or  haven,  and  no  ballast 
or  rubbish  may  be  thrown  into  them.8  No  obstruction  to 
navigation  is  allowed,  and  the  act  of  discharging  water  con- 
taining solid  matter  in  suspension  into  a  tidal  brook  which 
flowed  into  a  tidal  river,  and  was  carried  down  and  deposited 


1  The  Harbour,  Docks  and  Piers 
Clauses  Act,  1847,  extends  to  such 
harbours,  docks  or  piers  as  shall  be 
authorized  by  Acts  hereafter  to  be 
passed  which  shall  declare  that  this 
Act  shall  be  incorporated  therewith 
(sect.  1).  The  Lands  Clauses  Con- 
solidation Acts,  1845,  are  to  apply  as  to 
the  purchase  of  lands,  and  the  Kail  ways 
Clauses  Consolidation  Acts,  1845,  with 


respect  to  recovery  of  damages.  Plans 
are  to  be  deposited  with  clerks  of  the 
peace,  and  approved  by  the  Admiralty 
and  Commissioners  of  Woods  and 
Forests.  Powers  are  also  given  to 
the  undertakers  to  make  and  enforce 
bye-laws. 

2  2  Stephen's  Blackstone,  p.  501. 

3  Xicholsoti  v.  WUl'mm*)  L.  R., 6  Q.  B. 
632. 
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in  the  tidal  river,  though  not  so  as  to  obstruct  its  navigation, 
has  been  held  punishable  by  penalty.1  By  28  d-  29  Vict.  c.  126 
(the  Regulation  of  Dockyard  Ports  Act,  1865)  special  provision  is 
made  for  the  regulation  of  dockyard  ports.2  Under  sect.  9  and 
sched.  I.  of  the  Public  Works  Loans  Act/3  the  Loan  Commissioners 
are  empowered  to  make  loans  to  any  person  authorized  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  and  improving  docks,  harbours  and 
piers,  and  any  work  for  which  the  Public  Works  Loan  Commis- 
sioners are  anthorized  to  lend  by  24  Jc  25  Vict.  c.  47. 4  By  the 
Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  57  d-  58  Vict.  c.  60,  **.  580—584, 
harbour  and  conservancy  authorities  are  empowered  to  remove 
vessels  sunk,  stranded  or  abandoned  in  harbours  or  tidal  waters, 
where  such  wreck  is  or  is  likely  to  become  an  obstruction.5 

The  most  important  incident  to  the  ownership  of  a  port  is  the  Tolls  and 
right  to  take  various  dues  and  tolls  for  the  use  of  it,  such  as 
anchorage  and  tonnage  dues  which  arise  from  the  ownership  of 
the  soil  of  the  port,  or  from  the  ownership  of  the  franchise  apart 
from  the  soil,6  and  wharfage  dues  which  arise  generally  from 
the  ownership  of  the  adjoining  lands.7 

The  right  to  take  dues  for  the  use  of  a  port  exists  only  by  can  only  be 
Act  of  Parliament,  by  express  grant   from  the  Crown,  or  by  |f\enfbJ  ^ 
immemorial  usage  which  presupposes  such   a  grant,  and  from  mentor  by 
which,  if  uncontradicted,  a  grant  must  be  presumed.8    Thus,  pS^^^t1"" 
where  by  Act  of  Parliament  the  plaintiffs  were  authorized  to  from  the 
make  a  dock,  and  all  goods  which  should  be  landed  or  discharged 
upon  any  of  the  quays  should  be  liable  to  pay  the  like  rates 
of   wharfage  as  were   usually  taken  for  goods,  &c,  loaded  or 
discharged  on  quays  in  the  port  of  London,  it  was  held,  that 
as  the  premises  were  only  vested  in  the  company  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Act,  they  had  no  common  law  right  to  compensation  for 
the  use  of  them,  and  that  the  statute  did  not  give  them  any  right 
to  claim  wharfage  for  goods  shipped  off  from  their  quays.9 

In  no  case  can  a  claim  for  dues  and  tolls  be  supported,  unless  Consideration 

necessary  to 

1  United  Alkali  Co.  v.  StwyMiw,  (1894)  ▼.  Free  Fislter*  of  WhiMable,  L.  R..  4 

2  Q.  B.  116.  H.  L.  281  ;  21  L.  T.  804. 
5  See    Encyc.    Laws    England,    art.  7  Hale  dc  Port.  Maris,  c.  6  ;  Woolrych 

"  Harbour."  on  Waters,  p.  301  ;  see  Sargent  v.  Heed, 

3  38  &  39  Vict.  c.  89.  1  Wila.  91 ;    Colton  v.  Smith,  1  Cowp. 

4  Harbours  and    Tossing  Tolls  Act,  47. 

1861.  »  See  Jenkin*  v.  liar  try,  1  C,  M.  &  K. 

5  As  to  duty  to  remove  seaweed  which       877  ;  40  R.  R.  769. 

decomposed  and  became  a  nuisance,  see  °  Khiffston-im-Ilull     Dorks    v.      La 

Margate  Local  Board  v.  Margate  liar-  Man-he',  8  B.  &  C.  42  ;  32  R.  R.  387  ; 

bow  Ch.f  2  L.  T.  564.  1  Mod.  105,  per  Hale,  0.  J. 

6  Hale  de  Port.  Maris,  c.  6  ;  Foreman 
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some  consideration  can  be  shown  on  which  to  found  the  claim, 
an  express  grant  from  the  Crown  being  void  unless  founded  on 
sufficient  consideration,  for  the  creation  of  a  toll  is  only  a  mode 
of  paying  for  a  public  service.1  It  has,  however,  been  held  that 
the  making  of  a  port  is  of  itself  a  sufficient  consideration  for  such 
a  claim,2  even  when  the  soil  is  in  another.3  So  is  the  right  to 
bring  ships  into  a  port  for  safety,  and  the  liberty  to  unload  goods 
there.4 

The  maintaining  a  wharf  and  keeping  a  measure  for  measur- 
ing salt  has,  however,  been  held  not  to  be  sufficient  to  support 
a  claim  to  have  a  bushel  of  salt  from  every  ship  laden  with  salt 
passing  by  the  wharf ;  Hale,  G.  J.,  in  that  case  saying,  "  the 
"  prescription  is  not  for  a  port  but  for  a  wharf.  If  any  man 
"  prescribe  for  a  toll  upon  the  sea,  he  must  allege  a  good  con- 
"  sideration,  because  by  Magna  Charta  and  other  statutes  every 
"  one  hath  a  liberty  to  go  and  come  upon  the  sea  without 
"  impediment."3 

No  toll,  therefore,  can  be  claimed  outside  a  port,  unless  some 
actual  benefit  is  given  as  an  equivalent  for  the  payment ;  and  a 
claim  for  toll,  to  be  for  the  right  of  passage  and  anchorage, 
merely  as  incident  to  the  ownership  of  the  soil  of  the  sea  beyond 
the  limits  of  a  port,  cannot  be  sustained,6  though  possibly  a 
customary  payment  might  be  claimed  in  such  a  case  for  actual 
injury  done  to  property,  as  by  a  grounding  of  a  ship  on  an  oyster 
bed.7  Where  any  actual  benefit  can  be  shown  to  the  navigation, 
such  as  the  keeping  of  a  capstan  and  rope  to  assist  boats  in  bad 
weather,  a  sufficient  consideration  exists  to  support  a  prescriptive 
right  to  take  toll  from  all  boats  frequenting  a  cove  (not  within 
a  port),  whether  such  boats  use  the  capstan  or  not,  the  existence 
of  the  capstan  being  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  navigation 
in  bad  weather,8  and  it  not  being  necessary  that  the  benefit 
conferred  should  be  precisely  that  in  respect  of  which  the  toll  is 
claimed.9 


1  Falmouth  v.  George,  5  Bing.  286  ;  30 
R.  R.  597 ;  Gunn  v.  Free  Fitter*  of  Whit- 
stable,  11  H.  L.  192 ;  Brett  v.  Beales,  10 
B.  &  C.  508  ;  34  R.  R.  499  ;  Hill  v.  Smith, 
4  Taunt,  520 ;  10  R.  R.  357  ;  Warren  v. 
Pr idealise,  1  Mood.  104 ;  Haspurt  v. 
Wills,  1  Mod.  47  ;  Vinkenstern  v.  Ebden, 
1  Ld.  Rayra.  384  ;  1  Salk.  248. 

2  Mayor  of  Yarmouth  v.  Eaton,  3 
Burr.  1402. 

8  Mayor  of  Fxeter  v.  Warren,  •*>  Q.  B. 
773. 


4  Mayor  of  London  v.  Hunt,  2  Lev. 
37;  Wilkes  v.  Kirby,  2  Lutw.  1519; 
Woolrych  on  Waters,  p.  300. 

5  Haspurt  v.  Wills,  1  Mod.  47. 

6  Gann  v.  Free  Fishers  of  Whitstable, 
11  H.  L.  192. 

'  Mayor  of  (blchetfer  v.  Broote,  7 
Q.  B.  339. 

8  Falmouth  v.  George,  5  Bing.  280  ; 
30  R.  R.  597. 

9  See  Foreman  v.  Free  Fistersof  Whit" 
stable,  L.  R.,  4  H.  L.  285  ;  21  L*  T.  804. 
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The  right  to  take  dues  and  tolls  implies  a  corresponding  duty  Duty  to  rc- 
on  the  owner  of  the  port  to  keep  it  in  repair,1  and  the  owner  pair* 
of  a  port  or  dock  will  be  liable  for  damage  caused  by  his  neglect 
in  so  doing,  even  where  the  tolls  taken  are  not  for  his  benefit, 
but  are  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  the  port  or  dock.3  It  is 
not,  however,  necessary  for  an  owner  of  a  port  to  show  that  he 
has  actually  kept  the  port  in  repair  to  enable  him  to  recover  the 
dues,  the  consideration  for  such  dues  not  being  the  actual  repair, 
but  the  fact  of  the  owner  being  bound  by  custom  so  to  repair,* 
and  it  being  possible  that  the  port  may  never  need  repairs.4 

It  has  further  been  decided  in  a  late  case  that  anchorage  dues  Foreman  v. 
may  be  claimed  in  a  port  which  is  a  natural  roadstead  and  not  0jr\vhiV*r* 
artificially  formed,  although  there  be  no  obligation  to  repair  it  *«W*». 
and  keep  it  accessible,  so  as  to  form  a  consideration  for  the  toll.'* 
This  last  case  is  one  of  considerable  importance,  as  in  it  the 
question  of  tolls  was  very  fully  considered,  and  it  may  be  well 
to  state  it  at  some  length.  The  Company  of  Free  Fishers  of 
Whitstable,  lords  of  the  manor  of  Whitstable,  brought  an  action 
against  one  Foreman  to  recover  tolls  in  respect  of  the  anchorage 
of  his  ship  within  their  manor  below  high  water  mark.  In  a 
former  action  they  had  claimed  this  toll  solely  as  a  customary 
payment  for  the  use  of  the  soil ;  and  the  House  of  Lords  held 
that  Buch  a  claim  could  not  be  supported,  for  the  right  of  free 
passage  and  the  use  of  the  sea  as  a  highway,  including  the  right 
of  anchorage,  is  paramount  to  the  right  of  property  in  the  soil, 
and  cannot  be  interfered  with,  either  by  the  Crown  as  owner  of 
a  manor,  or  by  a  subject  to  whom  such  ownership  had  been 
transferred.6  In  the  present  case  the  toll  was  claimed  generally 
by  the  respondents  as  owners  of  the  manor,  and  the  point  on 
which  the  whole  question  turned  was  whether  the  locus  in  quo 
was  or  was  not  a  port.  It  appeared  from  the  special  case  stated 
for  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  that  the  soil  and  fishery  of  the  locus 
in  quo  belonged  to  the  plaintiffs,  the  lords  of  the  manor ;  that 
though  there  was  no  direct  evidence  that  it  was  a  port,  yet  tolls 


1  Jenkin*  v.  Uarrey,  1  C,  M.  k  R. 
877 ;  40  R.  R.  769  ;  Mayor  of  Exeter  v. 
Warren,  5  Q.  B.  773. 

2  Mersey  Dock  Co.  v.  Qibb,  L.  R.,  1 
H.  L.  93  ;  U  L.  J.,  Ex.  225  ;  14  L.  T. 
677  ;  and  see  post,  Chap.  VII. 

1  Vinkenstern  v.  Ebden,  1  Salk.  248  ; 
1  Ld.  Raym.  384. 

4  Mayor  of  Yarmouth  v.  Eaton,  3 
Burr.  1402.  *  As  to  liability  of  a  dock 


company  for  negligence  of  its  servants, 
see  Mersey  Dock  Co.  v.  O'ihb,  L.  R.,  1 
H.  L.  93  ;  and  for  liability  to  repair 
under  statutory  provisions,  Reg.  v. 
Bristol  Dock  CiL  2  Rail.  Cas.  f>99  ;  ibid. 

I  Rail.  Cam.  *>48  ;  and  pout,  Chap.  VII. 

6  Foreman  v.  Free  Either*  of  Whit- 
stable,  L.  R.,  4  H.  L.  26<> ;  21  L.  T.  804. 
6  Gann  v.  Free  Fisher*  of  Whitstable, 

II  H.  L.  192. 
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had  been  taken  from  time  immemorial  for  vessels  casting  anchor 
there  by  the  lords  of  the  manor  ;  that  the  lords  had  the  right  to 
wreck  and  toll  for  merchandize  landed  within  the  manor ;  and 
that  they  had  immemorially  maintained  beacons  and  buoys, 
partly,  however,  for  the  protection  of  their  oyster  beds.  The 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  held  that  the  maintenance  of  the  buoys 
and  beacons,  taken  in  connection  with  the  ownership  of  the  soil 
of  the  anchorage  and  the  benefit  of  the  public  therefrom,  was 
sufficient  consideration  to  support  the  claim  for  anchorage  dues.1 
On  appeal,  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber — Bramwell  and 
Martin,  BB.,  diss. — affirmed  this  judgment;  Kelly,  C.  B.,  thus 
stating  the  grounds  on  which  the  opinion  of  the  Court  was  based: 
"  We  think  there  is  ample  evidence  to  justify  the  presumption 
"  both  that  there  was  here  by  prescription  an  ancient  port,  and 
"  that  before  the  time  of  legal  memory  the  lord  of  the  manor, 
"  being  also  owner  of  the  fishery  and  soil  under  the  sea,  had 
"  consented  to  the  formation  of  the  port  on  the  terms  that  he 
"  should  have  toll  on  merchandize  landed  and  anchorage  from 
*'  vessels  anchoring  or  grounding  in  the  haven,  he  at  the  same 
"  time  agreeing  to  keep  up  the  buoys,  chiefly,  in  all  probability, 
"  for  the  object  of  protecting  the  oysters,  but  incidentally  guiding 
"  vessels  to  a  safe  anchorage.  If  this  was  so,  there  was  ample 
"  consideration  to  support  the  customary  payment,  and  we  think, 
"  in  order  to  support  an  immemorial  payment,  we  ought  to  make 
"this  presumption."2  The  House  of  Lords,  on  appeal,  unani- 
mously affirmed  the  judgment,  holding  that,  exclusive  of  the 
evidence  as  to  buoys  and  beacons,  there  was  sufficient  evidence 
to  show  the  former  existence  of  a  port  in  the  locns  in  qua,  from 
the  immemorial  payments  of  the  tolls  for  merchandize  and 
anchorage  dues ;  for  as  anchorage  dues  were  almost,  if  not 
universally,  incident  to  the  ownership  of  a  port,  and  as  every 
intendment  should  be  made  in  favour  of  a  payment  uninter- 
ruptedly made  time  out  of  mind,  they  were  justified  in  drawing 
the  inference  of  fact  that  a  port  did  exist,  and  therefore  that  the 
toll  had  a  legal  origin  ;  and  that  this  inference  was  not  rebutted 
by  the  fact  that  the  port  was  not  artificially  formed,  but  was  a 
natural  roadstead,  imposing  no  obligation  on  the  owner  to  repair 
it  and  keep  it  accessible,  so  as  to  form  a  consideration  for  the 
anchorage  toll,  for  that  the  repair  of  a  port  was  not  a  necessary 


1  L.  R.,  2  C.  P.  688. 


8  L.  R.,  3  C.  P.  586. 


PORTS   AND    HARBOURS.  57 

consideration  for  such  a  toll.1  Lord  Chelmsford,  in  his  judg- 
ment, went  even  further  than  this,  holding  that  from  the 
immemorial  payment  of  the  anchorage  toll  alone,  the  Courts, 
in  the  absence  of  anything  to  compel  them  to  assign  a  different 
foundation  for  it,  were  bound  to  presume  that  the  lords  of  the 
manor  were  the  owners  of  a  port  to  which  such  a  toll  would  be 
lawfully  incident.3 

No  general  toll  can,  as  has  been  said,  be  taken  in  any  public  Tolls  must  be 
ports,  or  at  any  wharves  which  have  been  dedicated  to  the  public,  rcasona 
and  at  which  customable  goods  are  necessarily  landed,  except 
by  grant,  prescription,  or  Act  of  Parliament,  founded  on  some 
corresponding  benefit  to  the  public  as  a  quid  pro  quo.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  the  toll  taken  must  be  reasonable  in  amount,  and 
must  not  be  unreasonably  enhanced.3  This,  of  course,  does  not 
refer  to  private  wharves  where  the  rates  charged  in  each  particular 
case  are  a  matter  of  bargain  between  the  parties.4 

1  L.  R..  4  H.  L.  266.  as  to  tolls.  The  Baltimore  rase,  3  Bland, 

J  L.  R.,  4  H.  L.  286.  383  (American)  ;  Brunc  v.  Thorn pton,  4 

*  Heddy   ▼.     Wktelhoute,  Cro.    Eliz.  Q.  B.  543. 

558  ;  Falmouth  v.  George,  5  Bing.  286  ;  4  As    to    toll*    generally    see    jwst, 

30  R.  R.  597  ;  Hale  de  Port.  Mar.,  Harg.  Chap.    VIII.,    and    as    to*  navigation, 

Tr.  78;    Chitty  on    Prerogative,   195;  Chap.  VII. 

Comyns'  Dig.  Market ;  Inst.  220  ;  see  also 
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CHAPTER  II. 

OF  INLAND  WATERCOURSES  ;  THE  OWNERSHIP  OF  THE  SOIL 

THEREOF,  AND  OTHER  MATTERS. 

A  watercourse  may  be  defined  as  a  body  of  water  issuing  ex  jure 
naturce  from  the  earth,  and  by  the  same  law  pursuing  a  certain 
direction  in  a  defined  channel,  till  it  forms  a  confluence  with  the 
sea.1  "  A  spring  of  water,  both  in  law  and  in  ordinary  language, 
"  is,  as  I  understand  it,"  says  Jessel,  M.  R.,3  "a  natural  source 
"  of  water,  of  a  definite  and  well-marked  extent.  A  stream  of 
"  water  is  water  which  runs  in  a  defined  course,  so  as  to  be 
"  capable  of  diversion ;  and  it  has  been  held  that  the  term 
"  does  not  include  the  percolation  of  water  underground."  "  A 
"  spring,"  says  Brett,  L.  J.,3  "  is  not  an  artificial  space,  but  a 
"  natural  chasm  in  which  water  has  collected,  and  from  which  it 
"  either  is  lost  by  percolation,  or  rises  in  a  defined  channel." 

A  watercourse,  Jiumen  vel  cnrsus  aqn<e,  has  been  defined  by 
Lord  Tenterden,  G.  J.,  as  water  flowing  in  a  channel  between 
banks  more  or  less  defined.4 

Woolrych  defines  a  river  as  a  running  stream  pent  in  on  either 
side  with  walls  and  banks,  and  it  bears  that  name  as  well  where 
the  waters  flow  and  reflow,  as  where  they  have  their  current  one 
way.5  This  definition  includes,  therefore,  all  natural  streams, 
however  small,  which  have  a  definite  and  permanent  course, 
and  excludes  all  bodies  of  water,  however  large,  which  are  of  a 
temporary  character,  i.e.,  which  are  dependent  on  the  will  or 
convenience  of  individuals  for  their  volume  or  duration.6 

A  subterranean  stream  may  flow  in  such  a  known  and  defined 
channel  as  to  give  rise  to  similar  rights  as  would  exist  above  ground. 


1  Angell  on  Watercoui-ses,  2 ;  Wool- 
rych on  Waters,  40 ;  Woolrych  on 
Sewers,  31  ;  Phear,  Rights  of  Water,  31. 

2  Taylrr  Y.St.  Ifelen\  C  Ch.  Div.  264 
(C.  A.)  ;  4G  L.  J.  Ch.  857  ;  37  L.  T.  253. 

3  Brain  v.  JfarfrU.  41  L.  T..  N.  S. 
457. 

4  Rexy.  Inhabitant*  of  Oxfordshire,  1 
B.  &  A.  301  ;  35  R.  R.  302  ;  Callis  on 
Sewers,  77.  The  river  Parrett  at  Bridg- 
water, though  an  arm  of  the  sea,  assumed 


to  be  a  "watercourse"  within  the 
meaning  of  a  drainage  Act  by  Lord 
Macnaghteu  :  Somerset  Drainage  Gnn- 
inisxioners  v.  Bridgwater  Corporation^ 
81  L.  T.  721),  H.  L.  (1900),  at  p.  730. 

4  Woolrych  on  Waters,  40  ;  Callis  on 
Sewers,  77  ;  Houck  on  Navigable  Rivera, 
1  ;  Phear  on  Rights  of  Water,  31. 

6  Briscoe  v.  Draught,  Ir.  R.,  11  C.  L. 
204  ;  Arhicright  v.  Gell,  5  M.  &  W. 
203  :  8  L.  J..  Ex.  201. 
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"If/'  says  Pollock,  C. B.,  "the  course  of  a  subterranean  stream 
"  were  well  known,  as  is  the  case  with  many  which  sink 
"  underground,  pursue  for  a  short  space  a  subterraneous  course, 
"  and  then  emerge  again,  it  could  never  be  contended  that  the 
"owner  of  the  soil  under  which  the  stream  flowed,  could  not 
"  maintain  an  action  for  the  diversion  of  it,  if  it  took  place  under 
"  such  circumstances  as  would  have  enabled  him  to  recover,  if 
"  the  stream  had  been  wholly  above  ground."  l  "  According  to 
"my  apprehension/'  says  Lord  Watson  in  a  late  case  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  "the  word  'stream*  in  its  primary  sense 
"  denotes  a  body  of  water  having,  as  such  body,  a  continuous 
"  flow  in  one  direction.  It  is  frequently  used  to  signify  running 
"  water  at  places  where  its  flow  is  rapid,  as  distinguished  from 
"  its  sluggish  current  in  other  places.  I  see  no  reasoa  to  doubt 
"  that  a  subterraneous  flow  of  water  may  in  some  circumstances 
"  possess  the  very  same  characteristics  as  a  body  of  water  running 
"  on  the  surface ;  but  in  my  opinion,  water,  whether  falling  from 
"  the  sky  or  escaping  from  a  spring  which  does  not  flow  onward 
"  with  any  continuity  of  parts,  but  becomes  dissipated  in  the 
"earth's  strata,  and  simply  percolates  through  or  along  those 
"strata,  until  it  issues  from  them  at  a  lower  level,  through 
"dislocation  of  the  strata  or  otherwise,  cannot  with  any  pro- 
priety be  described  as  a  stream,  and  I  may  add  that  the 
"insertion  of  a  common  rubble  or  other  agricultural  drain  in 
"these  strata,  whilst  it  tends  to  accelerate  percolation,  does  not 
"  constitute  a  stream  as  I  understand  the  expression."  2 

The  principles  which  regulate  the  rights  to  water  flowing  in  Surface  and 
known  and  defined  channels,  whether  upon  or  below  the  surface  of  water*11^ 
the  ground,  do  not  apply  to  water,  whether  under  or  above  ground, 
having  no  certain  course  or  defined  limits,  such  as  that  merely 
percolating  through  the  strata  of  the  earth,  or  that  diffused  over  its 
surface,  such  water  not  being  subject  to  the  law  of  watercourses.3 

A  stream  begins  at  the  point  where  the  water  palpably  rises  to  Limits  of  a 
the  surface  and  forms  a  channel/  and  extends  till  it  mingles  with  wa 
the  sea  outside  the  body  of  a  county.6 

1  Dickenson  v.  Grand  Junction  Canal,  MeXab  v.  Robertson,  (1897)  App.  Cas., 
7  Ex.  300  ;  21  L.J.,  Ex.  201  ;  Chasenwre  H.  L.  Sc.  129  ;  Bradford  Corporation 
v.  Richard*,  7  H.  L.  374,  per  Lord  v.  Pickles,  (1895)  App.  Cas.  587,  and 
Chelmsford;   Bud-den  v.  ilutton  Union,  cases  post,  pp.  188  et  «eq. 

11  Ex.  627  ;   26  L.  J.,  Ex.  146.  4  Dudden  v.  Clutton  Union,  26  L.  J., 

2  McXab  v.   Robertson,   (1897)  App.  Ex.  146,  11  Ex.  627  ;  Phcar,  33. 
Cas..  H.  L.  Sc.  129.  *  See  Reg.  v.  Keyn*  2  Ex.  Div.  62. 

3  Acton  v.  BlundeU,  7  M.  &  W.  324  ; 
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A  watercourse 
must  flow  in 
a  regular 
channel,  but 
may  be 
occasionally 
dry. 


In  a  late  case  in  the  Exchequer  it  appeared  that  the  water  from 
a  spring  flowed  in  a  gully  or  natural  channel  to  a  stream  on 
which  was  a  mill.  The  spring  was  cut  off  at  its  source,  and  the 
water  was  received  into  a  tank  as  it  <rose  from  the  earth,  by  the 
licence  of  the  owner  of  the  soil  on  which  the  spring  rose.  The 
action  was  for  diversion  by  the  mill-owner.  The  judge  at  the 
trial  told  the  jury  that  the  questions  for  them  were,  whether 
there  was  a  natural  or  defined  watercourse  from  the  spring-head 
to  the  stream,  and  if  so,  whether  the  defendant  had  diverted 
water  from  this  watercourse.  Pollock,  C.  B.,  said:  "The  real 
"  question  is,  whether  there  is  a  natural  watercourse  which,  but 
"  for  the  acts  done  by  the  defendant,  would  have  conveyed  water 
"  to  the  stream,  and  from  thence  to  the  mill  of  the  plaintiff.  If 
"  there  is  a  natural  spring,  the  waters  of  which  flow  in  a  natural 
"  channel,  it  cannot  be  lawfully  diverted  by  any  one  to  the  injury 
44  of  the  riparian  proprietors.  The  law  of  the  case  is  clear  and 
44  undoubted.  This  was  a  natural  spring,  the  waters  of  which 
4 'had  acquired  a  natural  channel  from  its  source  to  the  river. 
44  It  is  absurd  to  say  that  a  man  might  take  the  water  of  such  a 
44  stream,  four  feet  from*  the  surface.' '  Martin,  B. :  "A  river 
'4  begins  at  its  source  when  it  comes  to  the  surface,  and  the  owner 
4'  of  the  land  on  which  it  rises  cannot  monopolize  all  the  water  at 
4  the  source,  so  as  to  prevent  its  reaching  the  lands  of  other 
'4  proprietors  lower  down."  1 

In  the  case  of  Mostyn  v.  Atherton'2  it  was  held  that  the  prin- 
ciple laid  down  in  Dudden  v.  Chttton  Union  was  not  affected  by 
the  fact  that  the  source  of  the  spring  had  been  built  round 
and  formed  into  a  well,  thus  making  an  artificial  channel  for  a 
short  distance. 

It  is  not,  however,  necessary  to  constitute  a  watercourse  that 
the  water  should  flow  continually,  as  a  channel  may  be  occa- 
sionally dry,3  but  it  must  appear  that  the  water  flows  usually 
in  a  regular  channel,  and  has  a  well-defined  and  substantial 
existence,4  the  law  making  a  distinction  between  a  regular  flowing 
stream  which  at  certain  seasons  is  dried  up  and  those  occasional 
bursts  of  water  which  in  times  of  freshets  and  melting  of  snows 


1  Duddrn  v.  ClutUm  Union,  11  Ex. 
(►27;  Rtiwstron,  v.  Tayler,  11  Ex.  369; 
25  L.  J.,  Ex.  33  ;  Wood  v.  Wand,  3  Ex. 
748,  779  ;  18  L.  J.,  Ex.  305  ;  Angell  on 
Watercourses,  5,  6  ;  see  also  Beg.  v.  Met- 
ropolitan Board  of  Works,  8  B.  &S.  710  ; 
32  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  105  ;  8  L.  T.  238. 


2  (1899)  2  Ch.  360  ;  68  L.  J.,  Ch.  621* ; 
81  L.  T.  356  ;  48  W.  R.  168.  See  as  to 
percolating  water,  i>o*t,  pp.  196  et  seq. 

*  See  Dremtt  v.  Shtard,  7  Car.  &  P. 
465  ;  48  R.  R.  797 ;  Trafford  v.  i?/^.,  8 
Bing.  204  :  34  R,  R.  680. 

4  Angell  on  Watercourses,  5. 
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descend  from  the  hills  and  inundate  the  country.1  So  also  the 
waste  water  from  a  canal,  allowed  to  pass  out  of  the  canal,  is 
not  a  watercourse  to  which  any  of  the  doctrines  either  as  to 
natural  or  artificial  streams  will  apply.3  "  The  water  passing 
"  from  the  Wolverhampton  Level  to  the  Atherly  Junction,"  says 
Lord  C  ran  worth,  "  is  not  a  natural,  nor  even  an  artificial,  stream 
"  in  the  sense  in  which  these  words  are  understood  in  the  many 
"  cases  in  which  the  law  relating  to  flowing  water  has  been  con- 
"  sidered.  The  water  in  this  canal  is  not  flowing  water.  It  is 
"  water  accumulated  under  the  authority  of  the  legislature  in 
"  what  is  in  fact  only  a  tank  or  reservoir,  which  the  respondents 
"  are  bound  to  economize,  and  use  in  a  particular  manner  for 
"  the  convenience  of  the  public.  It  never  flows.  It  is  let  down 
"  artificially,  for  the  convenience  of  persons  wishing  to  pass  with 
"  boats,  by  what  may  be  called  steps,  till  it  reaches  the  Atherly 
"  Level,  and  so  enables  the  boats  to  pass  into  appellant's  canal. 
"  To  such  water  none  of  the  doctrines  either  as  to  natural  or 
"  artificial  streams  is  applicable." 

Every  watercourse,  says  Mr.  Angell,3  consists  of — 1.  The  bed ;  A  water- 
2.  The  bank  or  shore ;  8.  The  water.  The  bed  is  covered  by  SSTSm, 
the  water,  and  is  the  space  subjacent  to  the  water  through  which  bank  and 
it  flows,  and  is  that  which  contains  the  water  at  its  fullest  when 
it  doeB  not  overflow  its  banks.  It  is,  generally  speaking,  all  the 
soil  below  the  high  water  mark  either  of  the  ordinary  daily  tides 
or  of  the  ordinary  floods.4  "  The  bed  of  a  river  is  the  aliem, 
"  as  distinguished  from  the  shore,  and  from  places  where  flood 
"  waters  occasionally  collect."  3  The  bank  is  the  outermost  part 
of  the  bed  in  which  the  river  naturally  flows.  The  bed  and 
the  water  may  be  said  to  be  correlative  terms,  as  one  cannot  be 
owned  without  touching  the  other.6  "  The  bed  of  the  river  is 
"  that  portion  of  its  soil  which  is  alternately  covered  and  left  bare 
"  as  there  may  be  an  increase  or  diminution  in  the  supply  of 
"  water,  and  which  is  adequate  to  contain  it  at  its  average  and 
"mean  stage  during  the  entire  year  without  reference  to  the 


water. 


1  Ibid. ;  aee  also  Drewett  v.  Skeard,  7 
Car.  fc  P.  465  ;  48  R.  R.  797. 

2  Staffordshire  Canal  v.  Birmingham 
Canal,  L.  R.,  1  H.  L.  254,  272  ;  35  L.  J., 
Ch.  757  ;  Rochdale  Canal  v.  Radvliffe, 
18  Q.  B.  287;  21  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  297;  McEroy 
v.  Great  Northern  Rly.,  (1900)  3  Ir.  R. 
325.  See  pod,  pp.  23o  et  seq.,  and  also 
Chap.  V. 

3  Angell  on  Watercourses,  30 ;  Grotius 


de  Jur.  Belli,  2,  8,  9. 

4  As  to  this,  see  Menzics  v.  Breadal- 
bane,  3  Wile.  &  Shaw,  243  ;  32  R.  R.  103. 

*  Per  Lord  Campbell,  C.  J.,  in 
Abraham  v.  Great  Northern  lily.,  lt> 
Q.  B.  592.  See  R.  v.  Oxfordshire,  1 
B.  &  A.  289  ;  35  R.  R.  302  ;  Reg.  v. 
Derbyshire,  2  Q.  B.  745,  755. 

0  Angell  on  Watercourses,  30. 
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The  right  to 
the  use  of  the 
water  of  a 
watercourse 
does  not  arise 
from  the 
ownership  of 
the  soil 
thereof. 


"  extraordinary  freshets  of  the  winter  or  spring,  or  the  extreme 
"  droughts  of  the  summer  or  autumn." l  This,  when  applied  to  a 
tidal  river,  means  without  reference  to  extraordinary  tides  at 
any  time  of  the  year — and  includes,  therefore,  the  portion  of  the 
bed  between  high  and  low  water  mark  of  ordinary  tides,  or,  in 
other  words,  the  soil  between  ordinary  high  water  mark  on  one 
side  and  ordinary  high  water  mark  on  the  other  side.3 

It  is  generally  laid  down  in  the  text-books  and  in  the  earlier 
reported  cases  that  the  right  of  private  property  in  a  watercourse 
is  derived  as  a  corporeal  right  and  hereditament  from  or  is 
embraced  in  the  ownership  of  the  soil  over  which  it  naturally 
passes,  according  to  the  well-known  maxim,  at  jus  est  solum,  ejus 
ext  usque  ad  caelum?  "A  watercourse,"  says  Woolrych,4  "may 
"  be  either  a  real  or  a  corporeal  hereditament.  If  by  grant, 
"  prescription,  or  otherwise,  one  should  have  an  easement  of  this 
"  kind  in  the  land  of  another  person,  it  would  partake  of  the 
"  latter  quality ;  but  if  the  water  flow  over  the  party's  own  land, 
"  although  indeed  it  cannot  be  claimed  as  watei;  yet  it  is  in  effect 
"identified  with  the  realty,  because  it  passes  over  the  soil,  and 
"  cujus  est  solum  ejus  est  usque  ad  ccelum."  "  An  action  cannot," 
says  Blackstone/  "  be  brought  to  recover  the  possession  of  water 
"  by  the  name  of  water  only,  but  it  must  be  brought  in  respect 
"  of  the  land  which  lies  at  the  bottom,  and  the  description  of 
"  it  must  be — so  much  land  covered  with  water."  From  this 
identification  of  the  land  with  the  water  a  grant  of  a  field  or 
meadow  will  carry  all  the  timber  and  water  standing  and  being 
thereupon.6  This  doctrine  is  supported  by  modern  authority 
•with  regard  to  standing  and  percolating  water,  and  also,  it  would 
appear,  with  regard  to  running  water  which  rises  and  remains 
for  the  whole  of  its  course  on  the  land  of  a  single  owner,  for  in 
such  cases  the  water  is  the  absolute  property  of  such  owner,  and 
no  one  is  entitled  to  share  the  use  of  it  with  him ; 7  but  with 

1  State  of  Alabama  v.  State  of 
Georgia,  64  U.  S.  515 ;  cited  by  A.  L. 
Smith,  L.  J.,  in  Thame*  Conservators  v. 
Sneed  <$•  Co.,  (1897)  2  Q.  B.  334,  and 
/Hudson  v.  Ashhy,  (1896)  2  Ch.  1,  at 
p.  25. 

5  Thames  Conservators  v.  Sneed  $  Co., 
(1897)  2  Q.  B.  334,  overruling  Prarcey. 
Bunting,  (1896)  2  Q.  B.  MO,  post,  Chap. 
VII.  See  also  Howard  v.  /ngermll,  54 
U.  S.  38,  cited  and  adopted  by  Romer, 
L.  J.,  in  Hindson  v.  Ashby,  (1896)  1  Ch. 
78,  at  pp.  84,  85. 

■  Angoll  on  Watercourses,  8 ;  Wool- 


rych  on  Waters,  146  ;  Phear  on  Waters, 
p.  22  ;  1  Stephen's  Black.,  7th  ed., 
pp.  659,  693 ;  Co.  Litt.  4 ;  /fear  v. 
Wharton,  Holt,  499. 

4  Page  146. 

5  2  Comm.  18. 

6  Angell  on  Watercourses,  9 ;  1  Green- 
leafs  ed.,  Cruise's  Dig.  37. 

7  See  Holker  v.  Porrit,  L.  R.,  10  Ex. 
59  ;  Cltasemore  v.  Richards,  7  H.  L.  349  : 
29  L.  J.,  Ex.  81  ;  Acton  v.  Blvndell,  12 
M.  &  W.  324  ;  Xeio  Rirer  Co.  v.  Johnson, 
2  E.  k  E.  435  ;  and  post,  Chap.  III. 
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regard  to  natural  streams  flowing  through  adjoining  lands,  the 

enjoyment   of   which   is  only  usufructuary   and  not  absolute, 

the  right  to  use  the  water  has  been  held  in  modern  cases  not 

to  arise  from  the  ownership  of  the  soil  on  the  stream,  but  from  But  from  the 

the  right  of  access  to  it  which  landowners  on  its  banks  have  by  "newto.*00**8 

the  law  of  nature.1     "  With  respect  to  the  ownership  of  the  bed 

"  of  the  river,"  says  Lord  Selborne  in  Lyon  v.  Fishmongers'  Co., 

"  this  cannot  be  the  foundation  of  riparian  rights  properly  so 

"  called,  because  the  word  riparian  is  relative  to  the  banks  and 

"  not  to  the  bed  of  the  stream ;  and  the  connection,  when  it 

"  exists,  of  property  on  the  banks  with  property  in  the  bed  of 

"  the   stream  depends  not  upon  nature,  but  on  grant  or  pre- 

"  sumption  of  law.     The  title  to  the  soil  constituting  the  bed  of 

"  a  river  does  not  carry  with  it  any  exclusive  right  of  property 

"  in  the  running  water  of  the  stream,  which  can  only  be  appro- 

"  priated  by  severance,  and  which  may  be  lawfully  so  appropriated 

"  by  every  one  having  a  right  of  access  to  it.     It  is,  of  course, 

"  necessary  for  the  existence  of  a  riparian  right  that  the  land 

"should  be  in  contact  with  the  flow  of  the  stream;  but  lateral 

"  contact  is  as  good  jure  naturae  as  vertical ; 2  and  not  only  the 

"  word   '  riparian/  but  the  best  authorities,  such  as  Miner  v. 

"  Gilmour*  and  the  passage  which  one  of  your  Lordships  has 

"  read   from  Lord   Wensleydale's    judgment    in    Chasemore  v. 

"  Richards,*  state  the  doctrine  in  terms  which  point  to  lateral 

"  rather  than  vertical.     It  is  true  that  the  bank  of  a  tidal  river, 

"  of  which  the  foreshore  is  left  bare  at  low  water,  is  not  always  in 

"  contact  with  the  flow  of  a  stream,  but  it  is  in  such  contact  for 

"  a  great  part  of  every  day  in  the  ordinary  and  regular  course  of 

"  nature,  which  is  an  amply  sufficient  foundation  for  a  natural 

"  riparian  right.*'    Lord  Cairns,  L.  C,  says,  in  the  same  case : & 

"  I  cannot  admit  that  the  right  of  a  riparian  owner  to  the  use 

"  of   the  stream  depends  on  the  ownership  of  the  soil  of  the 

"  stream.     The  late  Lord  Wensleydale  observed  in  this  House, 

"  in  the  case  of  Chasemore  v.  Richards,6  '  The  subject  of  right  to 

1  Lyon  t.  Fithmvngn s*    Co.,   1  App.  adjoining  the  stream  with  a  grant  from 

Cas.  662  ;    45  L.  J.,  Ch.  68 ;  36  L.  T.  the  surface  owner  of  the  use  of  the 

569.      An  allegation    that    the    plain-  water  for  colliery  purposes :  Iittole  v. 

tiff  was  possessed  of  mines,  lands  and  Jams*,  1  H.  &  N.  243  ;  4  W.  R.  680. 

premises,  and  of  right  ought  to  haye  *  See  Aorth  Shore  Illy.  v.  Phnt  14 

had  and  enjoyed  and  still  of  right  ought  App.  Cas.  612. 

to  hare  and  enjoy  the  water  of  a  stream  3  12  Moo.,  P.  C.  131. 

alongside  the  lands  and  premises,  is  not  4  7  H.  L.  349  ;  29  L.  J.,  Ex.  81 . 

supported  by  proof  that  the  plaintiff  *  Page  673. 

was  the  lessee  of  mines  under  lands  6  7  H.  L.  382. 
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"  '  streams  of  water  flowing  on  the  surface  has  been  of  late 
"  'years  fully  discussed,  and  by  a  series  of  carefully  considered 
"  'judgments  placed  upon  a  clear  and  satisfactory  footing.  It 
44 '  has  been  now  settled  that  the  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  a 
'* '  natural  stream  of  water  on  the  surface,  ex  jure  naturte,  belongs 
** '  to  the  proprietor  of  the  adjoining  lands,  as  a  natural  incident 
"  'to  the  right  to  the  soil  itself,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  the 
"  '  benefit  of  it,  as  he  is  to  all  the  other  natural  advantages 
"  '  belonging  to  the  land  of  which  he  is  the  owner.  He  has  the 
"  '  right  to  have  it  come  to  him  in  its  natural  state,  in  flow, 
*'  '  quantity  and  quality,  and  to  go  from  him  without  obstruction, 
"  '  upon  the  same  principle  as  he  is  entitled  to  the  support  of 
"  '  his  neighbour's  soil  for  his  own  in  its  natural  state.  His  right 
"  '  in  no  way  depends  on  prescription  or  the  presumed  grant  of 
"  '  his  neighbour.'  "  In  the  case  of  Embrey  v.  Owen,1  the  same 
learned  judge,  then  Baron  Parke,  says :  "  The  right  to  have  the 
"  stream  to  flow  in  its  natural  state  without  diminution  or 
"  alteration  is  an  incident  to  the  property  in  the  land  through 
"  which  it  passes;  but  flowing  water  is  pullici  juris,  not  in  the 
"  sense  that  it  is  bonum  uacans,  to  which  the  first  occupant  may 
"  acquire  an  exclusive  right,  but  that  it  is  public  and  common  in 
"  this  sense  only,  that  all  may  reasonably  use  it  who  have  a 
"  right  of  access  to  it,  that  none  can  have  any  property  in  the 
"  water-  itself  except  in  the  particular  portion  which  he  may 
"  choose  to  abstract  from  the  stream  and  take  into  his  possession, 
"  and  that  during  his  possession  only  :  see  5  B.  <&  A.  24.  But 
"  each  proprietor  of  the  adjacent  land  has  the  right  to  the 
"  usufruct  of  the  stream  which  flows  through  it."3 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  the  ownership  of  the  bed  of 
a  watercourse,  not  being  the  natural  foundation  of  the  right 
to  the  use  of  the  water,  the  grantee  of  lands  through  which 
there  was  a  watercourse  would  have  the  full  use  of  the  water 
therein,  although  the  bed  of  the  watercourse  were  reserved  to 
the  grantor. 

The  natural  and  acquired  rights  to  the  use  of  water  are  fully 
treated  of  in  subsequent  chapters.*  It  is  proposed  in  the  present 
chapter  to  consider  the  rights  of  property  in  the  bed  of  water- 

1  6  Ex.  369.  3  See  also  judgment  of  Leach,  V.-C, 

2  Except  by  statute  ;  see  Medtcayt'o.  in  Wright  v.  Hi*ward,  1  S.  &  St.  190  ; 
v.  Earl  of  Bomney,  9  C.  B.,  N.  S.  575  ;  24  R.  B.  169  ;  and  Maton  v.  Hill,  5  B. 
30  L.  J.,  C.  P.  236  ;  4  L.  T.  89  ;  see  po*t,  &  A.  1 ;  39  B.  B.  354. 

Chap.  III.  *  See  Chaps.  III.  and  IV.  pott. 
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courses,  apart  from  the  use  of  the  water.     The  subject  will  be 
best  treated  of  under  the  following  heads  : — 

1.  Tidal  Navigable  Kivers  ; 

2.  Private  Rivers  and  Streams ; 

3.  Lakes  and  Pools  ; 

4.  Artificial  Watercourses. 

Tidal  Xarigable  Rivers. 

A  public  navigable  river  is  a  river  which  is  actually  navigable,    Definition, 
and  in  which  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  ;  all  other  rivers  on  which 
navigation  is  carried  on  are  private  rivers  over  which  the  public 
have  acquired  a  right  or  easement  of  navigation.1 

The  bed  of  all  navigable  rivers  where  the  tide  flows  and  Ownership  of 
reflows,2  and  of  all  estuaries  and  arms  of  the  sea3  is  by  law  vested  ^  of 
prima  facie  in  the  Crown.  But  this  ownership  of  the  Crown  is 
for  the  benefit  of  the  subject,  and  cannot  be  used  in  any  way  so 
as  to  derogate  from  or  interfere  with  the  right  of  navigation 
which  belongs  by  law  to  the  subjects  of  the  realm,4  or  the  right 
of  fishery,  which  is  prima  facie  common  to  all.5 

Much   discussion  has  arisen   both  in  this  country  and  in  Rights  of  the 
America,  whether  or  not  this  ownership  of  the  Crown  and  the  fined  to  tidal 
public  rights  above  stated  are  confined  to  tidal  rivers,  or  whether  watcr8* 
they  may  also  exist  in  non-tidal  rivers  which  are  in  fact  navig- 
able, and  have  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  commerce  from 
time  immemorial.     In  America  the  Courts  of  some  of  the  States 
have  adopted  one  rule  and  some  the  other,  the  decision  of  the 
question  appearing  to  depend  much  on  the  magnitude  of  the 
river  in  question.0    In  this  country  a  series  of  modern  decisions 
has  at  last  settled  the  law,  and  confined  the  rights  of  the  Crown 
and  of  the  public  to  tidal  waters. 

1  The  word  navigable  in  a  legal  sense,  4  Mayor  of  Colchester  v.  Brooke,   7 

as  applied  to  a  river  in  which  the  soil  Q.  B.  339  ;  William*  v.  Wilcajr,  8  A.  & 

//runa  facie  belongs  to  the  Crown  and  E.  337  ;  47  R.  It.  595  ;  Carter  v.  .Vurcott. 

the  fishing  to  the  public,  imports  that  4  Burr.  2163  ;  Oann  v.  Free  Fishers  of 

the  river  Is  one  in  which  the  tide  ebbs  Whitstable,  11  H.  L.  192  ;  Maleolmson  v. 

and  Hows  :  Murphy  v.  Ryan,  Ir.  R.,  2  C.  O'Dea,  10  H.  L.  593  ;  Lord  Advocate,  v. 

L.  143  ;  llchester  v.  Rashlcigh,  5  T.  L.  R.  Hamilton,  1  Macqueen,  H.  L.  47  ;  Seeh- 

739;  61  L.  T.  477  ;  see  also  Bloom  field  kristo  v.  East  India  Co.,  10  Moo.  P.  C. 

v.  Johnson,  Ir.  R.,  8  C.  L.  63  ;  and  per  140  ;  see  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  p.  1. 

Whiteside,  C.  J.,  in   Bristowe  v.   Cor-  4  Maleolmson  v.  O'Dea,  10  H.  L.  593 

miean,  Ir.  R.,  10  Ch.  434.  9  L.  T.  93. 

J  The  word  tide  is  not  confined  to  salt  6  See  Houck,  p.  26  ;  Angell  on  Water 

water,   but    includes    the  fresh    water  courses,  c.  13,  and  per   Dowse,  B.,  in 

ponded  back  ;  R.  v.  Smith,  2  Doug.  441  ;  Bristowe  v.  Cor  mi  can,  Ir.  R.,  10  C.  L. 

Hume  v.  M'Kenzie,  6  CI.  &  F.  628.     See  68  :  and  per  Lord  Hatherley  in  Lyon  v. 

however  Reece  v.  Miller,  post,  p.  66.  Fishmongers1  Co.,  1  App.  C.  662. 

1  See  ante,  p.  15. 

L.W.  5 
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In  the  case  of  Murphy  v.  Ryan,1  in  which  an  action  was  brought 
for  trespass  to  a  fishery  in  a  non-tidal  part  of  a  navigable  river, 
and  defendant  pleaded  that  the  river  was  a  royal  river,  and  the 
right  of  fishery  was  in  the  public,  on  demurrer  to  this  plea, 
O'Hagan,  J.,  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  held  that 
above  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide,  the  soil  and  fishing  of 
rivers  was  vested  jmmd  facie  in  the  riparian  owners,  and  not  in 
the  Grown  and  the  public,  and  this  none  the  less  because  the 
river  was  navigable,  and  had  been  immemorially  navigated  for 
commercial  and  other  purposes. 

In  Hargreaves  v.  Diddams*  and  Mtisset  v.  Burch*  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench  have  held,  that  where  a  river  above  the  tide  is 
made  navigable  by  Act  of  Parliament,  which  does  not  expressly 
touch  the  rights  of  the  riparian  owners,  none  of  the  incidents 
attaching  to  a  navigable  river,  up  to  the  flow  and  reflow  of  the 
tide,  can  properly  attach  ;  and  that,  therefore,  a  claim  by  one  of 
the  public  to  fish  there  cannot  exist  in  law.  In  the  case  of 
Pearce  v.  Scotcher*  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  have  fully  adopted 
the  law  as  laid  down  in  Murphy  v.  Ryan  and  held  that  there  can 
be  no  public  right  of  fishery  in  non-tidal  waters  even  where  an 
immemorial  usage  has  been  proved.  So  it  has  been  held  in 
Recce  v.  Miller 5  that  in  the  part  of  a  navigable  river  where  the 
water  was  not  salt  and  in  ordinary  tides  unaffected  by  any  tidal 
influence,  though  upon  the  occasion  of  very  high  tides  the  rising 
of  the  salt  water  in  the  lower  part  of  the  river  dammed  back  the 
fresh  water  and  caused  it  upon  those  occasions  to  rise  and  fall 
with  the  flow  and  ebb  of  the  tide,  no  public  right  of  fishing 
could  exist. 

In  Bristowe  v.  Cormicanf  the  House  of  Lords  held  that  the 
Crown  has  no  dejure  right  to  the  soil  or  fisheries  of  inland  non- 
tidal  lakes,  Lord  Blackburn  thus  stating  the  law :  "  The  property 
"  in  the  soil  of  the  sea,  and  of  estuaries  and  of  rivers,  in  which 
"  tide  ebbs  and  flows,  is  prima  facie  of  common  right  vested  in 
"the  Crown;  but  the  property  of  dry  land  is  not  of  common 
"  right  in  the  Crown.  It  is  clearly  and  uniformly  laid  down  in 
"  our  books,  that  where  the  soil  is  covered  with  the  water  forming 

1  Ir.  R.,  2  C.  L.  143.  Andrews,  (1899)  2  Ch.  678. 

*  L.  R.,  10  Q.  B.  527  ;  44  L.  J.,  M.  C.  *  (1882)  8  Q.  B.  D.  626  ;   51   L.  J.. 

1 78  ;  32  L.  T.  600.  M.   0.  64  :  see  also  Ilhulwn  ▼.  A*hby, 

5  35  L.  T.,  N.  S.  486  ;  see  also  Ilvdton  (1896)  2  Ch.  1,  per  Lindley,  L.  J.,  at 

v.  McRae,  4  B.  &  S.  585  ;  33  L.  J.,  M.  C.  65.  p.  9. 

4  9  Q.  B.  D.  162  ;  see  also  Smith  v.  6  3  App.  C.  641. 
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"  a  river  in  which  the  tide  does  not  flow,  the  soil  does  of  common 
"  right  belong  to  the  owners  of  the  adjoining  land,  and  there  is 
"no  case  or  book  of  authority  to  show  that  the  Crown  is  of 
f*  common  right  entitled  to  land  covered  by  water,  where  the 
"  water  is  not  running  water  forming  a  river,  but  still  water 
"  forming  a  lake."  1  Again,  in  Orr  Ewing  v.  Colquhoun,  where 
it  is  laid  down  by  the  House  of  Lords  that  the  public,  who  have 
acquired  by  user  the  right  to  navigate  on  an  inland  non-tidal 
water,  have  no  right  of  property  in  the  bed — Lord  Blackburn 
observes,  that  the  right  of  the  Crown  as  regards  the  soil  of  the 
alreus,  and  of  the  public  to  navigate,  are  not  the  same  in  such  a 
river  as  they  are  in  the  sea  or  in  a  tidal  estuary.2  It  may  now 
therefore  be  said  to  be  clear  law,  that  up  to  the  point  where  the 
tide  ebbs  and  flows  in  a  navigable  river,  the  soil  is  prima  facie  in 
the  Crown ;  and,  above  that  point,  whether  in  rivers  navigable 
or  not,  the  soil  is  presumed  to  belong  to  the  riparian  owners  to 
the  middle  line  of  the  stream.3 

Though  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide  is  prima  facie  evidence  What  is 
that  a  river  is  navigable,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow,  that  ^^^^^ 
because  the  tide  flows  and  reflows  in  any  particular  place,  it  is  navigable. 
therefore  a  public  navigation,  although  of  sufficient  size.  The 
strength  of  the  evidence  arising  from  the  flux  and  the  reflux  of 
the  tide,  must  depend  on  the  situation  and  nature  of  the  channel. 
If.it  is  a  broad  and  deep  channel,  calculated  to  serve  for  the 
purpose  of  commerce,  it  will  be  natural  to  conclude  that  it  has 
been  a  public  navigation ;  but  if  it  is  a  petty  stream  navigable 
only  at  certain  states  of  the  tide,  and  then  only  for  a  short  time, 
and  by  very  small  boats,  it  is  difficult  to  suppose  that  it  has  ever 
l>een  a  public  navigable  channel.1  It  is  more  reasonable  to  hold 
that  navigable  is  a  relative  and  comprehensive  term  containing 
within  it  all  such  rights  upon  the  water  way  as  with  relation 
to  the  circumstances  of  each  river  are  necessary  for  the  full 
and  convenient  passage  of  vessels  and  boats  along  the  channel.5 


1  3  App.  C.  666. 

2  2  App.  C.  839 ;  see  also  per  Lord 
Selbome  in  Lyon  v.  Fishmongers'  Co.,  1 
App.  C.  682  ;  and  Bloom  field  v.  Johnson, 
Ir.  R.,  8  C.  L.  68. 

*  See  Biekett  v.  Morris,  L.  R.,  1  Sc. 
App.  47 ;  14  L.  T.  835. 

4  Rex  v.  Montague,  4  B.  &  C.  598  ;  28 
R.  R.  420  ;  Ilehesttr  v.  Rashleigh,  5  T.  L. 
R.  739  ;  61  L.  T.  477  ;  see  also  Mayor  of 
Lynn  v.  Turner,  1  Cowp.  36 ;    JRose  v. 


Miles,  5  Taunt.  705  ;  15  R.  R.  623.  For 
definition  of  a  navigable  river  according 
to  the  French  law  existing  in  Canada, 
see  Bell  v.  Corporation  of  Quebec,  41 
L.  T„  N.  S.  451  (P.  C.)  ;  49  L.  J.  P.  C. 
1 :  according  to  American  law,  see 
Angcll  on  Watercourses,  ch.  13  ;  and  as 
to  the  distinction  between  "  navigable  " 
and  "  boatable." 

5  Mayor  of  Colchester  v.  Broohe,  7 
Q.  B.  339. 
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Limits  of  the 
property  of 
the  Crown. 


The  actual  user  of  a  tidal  river,  for  the  purposes  of  navigation, 
is  of  course  the  strongest  evidence  of  its  navigability.1  From 
this  it  follows  that,  whenever  a  river  ceases  to  be  navigable 
either  by  natural  causes,  such  as  the  silting  up  of  the  channel, 
or  by  virtue  of  Act  of  Parliament,  or  by  order  of  Commissioners 
of  Sewers,  or  by  the  writ  ad  quod  damnum,  and  an  inquisition 
found  thereon  by  a  jury,  the  public  right  of  navigation  will  cease, 
at  any  rate  till  the  obstruction  be  removed;3  the  public  right  will 
not,  however,  be  barred  by  an  artificial  obstruction  which  has 
existed  for  more  than  twenty  years.3  Where  a  river  was  formerly 
navigable,  but  became  silted  up,  and  by  Act  of  Parliament  power 
was  given  to  commissioners  to  restore  the  navigation,  and  they 
were  authorized  to  make  and  made  a  new  cut,  the  navigation  of 
which  was  to  be  open  to  the  public  on  payment  of  tolls  ;  it  was 
held  that  the  new  cut  was  a  public  navigable  river,  the  obstruc- 
tion of  which  was  an  indictable  nuisance,  and  that  the  public 
had  the  same  rights  over  it  as  over  the  original  stream.4 

The  right  of  the  Crown  to  the  alveus  of  navigable  rivers  is 
limited  to  the  line  of  ordinary  high  water  mark,  as  is  the  case 
on  the  sea  shore,  and  the  adjoining  land  beyond  this  line  is 
presumed  to  belong  to  the  adjoining  owners.5  It  has  been 
held  that  the  word  tide  is  not  confined  to  salt  water,  but  includes 
the  fresh  water  ponded  back ; 6  but  in  the  case  of  Reece  v. 
Miller,1  which  was  a  claim  by  the  public  to  fish  in  a  navigable 
river  at  a  place  where  the  water  was  not  salt  and  unaffected  by 
any  tidal  influence  in  ordinary  tides,  though  upon  the  occasion 
of  very  high  tides  the  rising  of  the  salt  water  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  river  dammed  back  the  fresh  water  and  caused  it  on  those 
occasions  to  rise  and  fall  with  the  flow  and  ebb  of  the  tide,  the 
locus  in  quo  was  held  not  to  be  tidal  within  the  meaning  of  the 
rule  of  law,  which  gives  the  public  the  right  to  fish  in  navigable 
tidal  rivers.8    This  line  is    clearly  liable  from  natural  causes 


1  Miles  v.  Rime,  5  Taunt.  705  ;  15  R.  R. 
623  ;  sec  per  Bay  ley,  J.,  in  Vaoght  v. 
Winch.  2  H.  &  Aid.  662  ;  21  R.  R.  446. 

8  R.  v.  Montague,  4  B.  &  C.  598  ;  28 
R.  R.  420.  See  also  R.  v.  Dovgla*,  2  Lord 
Keny.  499,  and  Woolrych  on  Waters,  p. 
237/ 

'*'  Vooght  v.  Which,  2  B.  &  Aid.  662  : 
21  R.  R'.  446. 

*  Reg.  v.  Rett*,  16  Q.  B.  1022  ;  19  L.  J. 
Q.  B.  531. 

5  See  ante,  p.  14. 

6  R.  v.  Smith,  2  Doug.  441. 


"*  8  Q.  B.  D.  626  :  51  L.  J.,  M.  C.  647. 

8  Upon  an  issue  whether  certain  defen- 
dants had  wrongfully  fished  for  salmon 
by  means  of  stake-nets,  placed  in  a  situa- 
tion prohibited  by  statute,  where  the 
question  was,  what  was  to  be  considered 
"river,"  and  what  "sea,"  a  direction 
that  the  "  thing  to  be  looked  to  is  the  fact 
"  of  the  absence  or  prevalence  of  the  fresh 
"  water,  though  strongly  impregnated 
"  with  salt,"  is  erroneous. 

The  mouth  of  a  river  comprehends 
the  whole  space  between  the  lowest  ebb 
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to  a  shifting  of  position  from  time  to  time : l  if  the  alteration 
take  place  by  imperceptible  degrees,  the  boundary,  as  between 
the  Crown  or  its  grantees  and  the  adjoining  owners,  wilt  follow 
the  line,  whether  it  gain  upon  the  land  or  not ;  bat  if  the  new 
position  be  taken  suddenly,  whether  in  advance  or  recession,  the 
old  line  continues  to  be  the  boundary  between  the  territory  of 
the  Crown  and  that  of  the  shore  proprietors.2 

Following  this  principle,  it  would  appear  that  where  a  tidal  Where  a  river 
river  gradually  and  imperceptibly  changes  its  course,  the  Crown  ^ours^8  ' 
will  remain  the  owner  of  the  bed;  but  where  the  change  is 
sudden  and  perceptible,  or  where  by  the  irruption  of  the  waters 
of  a  tidal  river  an  entirely  new  channel  is  formed  in  the  land  of 
a  subject,  the  right  to  the  soil  of  the  new  channel  remains  as 
before  in  the  subject. 

This  point  was  raised  in  the  case  of  The  Mayor  of  Carlisle  v. 
Graham?  which  was  an  action  for  trespass  to  plaintiffs'  several 
fishery  in  the  navigable  tidal  river  Eden.  It  appeared  that  about 
the  year  1693  the  river  began  to  leave  its  former  bed  where 
plaintiffs'  fishery  was  situate,  and  to  flow  down  a  channel  which 
was  formerly  a  ditch  on  the  land  of  the  Earl  of  Lonsdale,  under 
whom  defendants  claimed.  The  plaintiffs  claimed  to  have  the 
several  fishery  in  the  new  channel,  but  the  Court  held,  follow- 
ing Murphy  v.  Ryan?  that  the  right  of  the  Crown  to  grant  a 
several  fishery  in  a  tidal  river  depends  on  its  proprietorship 
of  the  bed,  and  that  the  bed  in  this  case  remained,  as  before, 
the  property  of  the  former  owner.  Kelly,  C.  B.,  delivering  the 
judgment  of  the  Court,  says  :  "  All  the  authorities  ancient  and 
"  modern  are  uniform  to  the  effect  that,  if  by  the  irruption  of 
"  the  waters  of  a  tidal  river,  an  entirely  new  channel  is  formed 
"  in  the  land  of  a  subject,  although  the  rights  of  th'e  Crown  and 
"  of  the  public  may  come  into  existence,  and  be  exercised  in 
"  what  has  thus  become  a  portion  of  a  tidal  river,  the  right  to 
"  the  soil  remains  in  the  owner,  so  that  if  at  any  time  thereafter 
"  the  waters  should  recede  and  the  river  again  change  its  course, 
"  leaving  the  new  channel  dry,  the  soil  becomes  again  the  exclu- 
"  sive  property  of  the  owner,  free  from  all  rights  whatsoever  in 
"  the  Crown  or  in  the  public." 6 

and  the  highest  flood  mark  :  Honu*  v.  21  L.  T.  133. 
Marhenzle,  6  CI.  &  F.  628  ;  49  K.  It.  162.  4  Ir.  It.,  2  C.  L.  68. 

1  See  nxte,  p.  14.  5  See  also  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  pp.  5, 

2  Phear,  p.  43.   See  ante,  pp.  29/t#>y.  6,  11,  13,  16,  37,  and  lieg,  v.  Bett*%  1(8 
*  L.  B.,  4  Ex.  361  ;  38  L.  J.  Ex.  226  ;  Q.  B.  1022. 
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Fordv.Larf/.  jn  faQ  case  0f  por^  v.  Lacy1  a  question  arose  as  to  the 
ownership  of  some  land  on  the  river  Lea ;  and  though  it  appears 
that  the  river  in  the  locus  in  quo  was  not  navigable,  the  principles 
involved  in  the  decision  of  the  case  would  seem  nevertheless  to 
apply  to  land  on  navigable  rivers  as  well.  It  was  proved  that 
formerly  the  river  was  the  boundary  of  the  two  counties  Middle- 
sex and  Essex ;  but  that  the  bed  was  wholly  in  Essex.  The  piece 
of  land  in  question  was  a  narrow  strip  on  the  Middlesex  side  of 
the  river,  extending  from  the  river  to  some  posts,  and  had 
formerly  been  part  of  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  plaintiff,  the 
owner  of  a  farm  on  the  Essex  side,  had  exercised  rights  of 
ownership  over  the  land  claimed  since  1814.  Vicarial  tithes  had 
been  taken  for  the  parish  of  Walt  ham,  in  Essex,  and  it  had  been 
rated  to  the  said  parish.  The  defendant  occupied  land  adjoining 
the  land  claimed,  and  proved  an  award  under  the  Inclosure  Act, 
1804,  by  which  all  the  land  up  to  the  river  was  allotted  to  his 
landlord.  The  learned  judge  at  the  trial  asked  the  jury — 
1st.  Whether  the  pieces  of  land  in  question  were  in  Essex; 
2nd.  Whether  they  were  in  the  parish  of  Waltham ;  3rd. 
Whether  they  were  in  possession  of  plaintiff;  4th.  Whether 
they  were  the  property  of  defendant's  landlord.  The  jury  found 
for  the  plaintiff.  On  motion  for  a  new  trial — on  the  ground 
that  the  learned  judge  should  have  directed  the  jury  that  land 
left  by  a  river  becomes  part  of  the  adjoining  property  and  county 
— the  rule  was  refused ;  the  Court  approving  of  the  doctrine  laid 
down  by  Lord  Hale,2  that  if  the  change  was  sudden  and  per- 
ceptible, and  if  the  former  marks  remained,  and  the  extent  could 
Reasonably  be  ascertained,  the  soil  remains  in  the  former  owner  ; 
and  Pollock,  C.  B.,  remarking  in  the  course  of  the  argument  that, 
if  for  fifty  years  the  land  had  been  treated  as  part  of  Essex,  it 
must  be  presumed  that  the  water  had  receded  suddenly. 
F(*terv.  In  the  late  case  of  Foster  v.  Wright*  the  question  as  to  the 

Wright.  ownership  of  the  bed  of  a  river  which  had  gradually  and  imper- 

ceptibly changed  its  course  was  raised  and  fully  discussed.  The 
plaintiff  was  lord  of  a  manor  under  grants  from  the  Crown, 
giving  him  the  right  of  fishing  in  all  the  waters  of  the  manor. 
Some  manor  land  near,  but  not  adjoining,  a  river  in  the  manor, 
was  enfranchised  and  became  the  property  of  the  defendant. 
Subsequent  to  this  enfranchisement  the  manor  was  forfeited  to 

1  7  H.  &  N.  151  ;  30  L.  J.  Ex.  351.  *  4  C.  P.  1).  438  ;  49  L.  J.  G.  P.  97. 

8  See  p.  69,  note  5. 
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the  Crown,  but  was  regranted  with  free  liberty  of  fishing  in  all 

its  waters.      The   river,  which   then  ran  wholly  within   lands 

of  the  plaintiff,  afterwards  wore  away  its  bank,  and  by  gradual 

progress,  not  visible  but  periodically  ascertained,  during  twelve 

years,  approached  and  eventually  encroached  upon  the  defendant's 

land,  until  a  strip  of  it  became  part  of  the  river.      The  extent  of 

the  encroachment  could  be  defined  and  identified.     An  action  of 

trespass  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  against  the  defendant  for 

fishing  on  this  strip  of  land  covered  with  water.  The  Court  held 

that  the  action  would  lie  on  the  ground  that  at  the  time  of  the 

grant,  and  of  the  regrant  of  the  manor,  the  whole  of  the  bed  of 

the  river,  and  of  the  exclusive  right  of  fishing  therein,  was  the 

property  of  the  plaintiff ;  and  that  this  property  in  the  bed  was  not 

lost  by  the  gradual  and  imperceptible  change  of  the  bed,  although 

the  former  boundaries  could  be  ascertained.  Lindley,  J.,  delivering 

the  judgment  of  the  Court,  says  :  "  Since  the  regrant  of  the  manor, 

the  course  of  the  river  between  the  points  above  referred  to  has 

gradually  changed :  its  bed  has  gradually  approached  nearer  and 

nearer  to  the  defendant's  land ;  and  now  some  portion  of  that  land 

has  become  part  of  the  river  bed.   This  part  can  still  be  identified , 

and  its  boundary  can  be  ascertained.     The  question  we  have 

'  to  determine  is,  whether  the  plaintiffs  exclusive  right  of  fish- 

1  ing  extends  over  so  much  of  the  water  as  flows  over  land  which 

'  can  be  identified  as  formerly  part  of  the  defendant's  property. 

'  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  does.     The  change  of  the  bed  of  the 

1  river  has  been  gradual ;  and  although  the  river  bed  is  not  now 

c  where  it  was,  the  shifting  of  the  bed  has  not  been  perceptible 

'  from  hour  to  hour,  from  day  to  day,  from  week  to  week,  nor  in 

'  fact  at  all,  except  by  comparing  its  position  of  late  years  with 

'  its  position  many  years  before.     Under  these  circumstances,  I 

'  am  of  opinion  that,  for  all  purposes  material  to  the  present 

1  case,  the  river  has  never  lost  its  identity,  nor  its  bed  its  legal 

1  owner.     Gradual  accretions  of  land  from  water  belong  to  the 

'owner  of  the  land  gradually  added  to:   Rex  v.  Yarhorou-gh ;x 

1  and,  conversely,    land   gradually  encroached  upon   by  water 

'  ceases  to  belong  to  the  former  owner :  In  re  Hull  and  Selby 

'  Rail.  Co. 2     The   law   on    this   subject    is    based    upon    the 

'  impossibility  of  identifying  from  day  to  day  small  additions 

*  to  or  subtractions  from  land  caused  by  the  constant  action  of 

*  running  water.     The  history  of  the  law  shows  this  to  be  the 

1  3  B.  &  C.  91  ;  5  Bing.  1G3  ;  27  R.  R.  292.  *  5  M.  &  W.  327. 
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"  case.  Our  owu  law  may  be  traced  back  through  Blackstone  x 
"  Hale*  Britton*  Fleta,4  and  Bracton,*  to  the  Institutes  oj  Jus- 
"  tinian*  from  which  Bracton  evidently  took  his  exposition  of 
"  the  subject.  Indeed,  the  general  doctrine,  and  its  application 
"  to  non -tidal  and  non-navigable  rivers  in  cases  where  the  old 
"  boundaries  are  not  known,  was  scarcely  contested  by  the 
1 '  counsel  for  the  defendant,  and  is  well  settled :  see  the  authori- 
"  ties  above  cited ;  but  it  was  contended  that  the  doctrine  does 
"  not  apply  to  such  rivers  where  the  boundaries  are  not  lost ;  and 
' '  passages  in  Britton,7  in  the  Year  Books,8  and  in  Hale  de  Jure 
"  Maris,9  were  referred  to  in  support  of  this  view.  Ford  v.  Lacy l0 
"  was  also  relied  upon  in  support  of  this  distinction.  Britton 
"  lays  down  as  a  general  rule  that  gradual  encroachments  of  a 
"  river  enure  to  the  benefit  of  the  owner  of  the  river ;  but  he 
"  qualifies  this  doctrine  by  adding,  '  if  certain  boundaries  are 
"  '  not  found.'  The  same  qualification  is  found  in  22  Ass.  pi. 
"  98,  which  case  is  referred  to  in  Hale,  nbi  supra.  But,  curiously 
"  enough,  this  qualification  is  omitted  by  Gallis  in  his  statement 
"  of  the  same  case  :  see  Callis,  p.  51 ;  and,  on  its  being  brought 
"  to  the  attention  of  the  Court  in  Re  Hull  and  Selby  Rail.  Co.,11 
"  the  Court  declined  to  recognize  it,  and  treated  it  as  inconsistent 
"  with  the  principle  on  which  the  law  of  accretion  rests.  Lord 
"  Tenterden's  observations  in  Rex  v.  Yarborough  12  are  also  in 
"  accordance  with  this  view;  and,  although  Lord  Chelmsford  in 
"Attorney-General  v.  Chambers™  doubted  whether,  where  the 
"  old  boundaries  could  be  ascertained,  the  doctrine  of  accretion 
"  could  be  applied,  he  did  not  overrule  the  decision  of  In  re 
"  Hull  and  Sellnj  Rail.  Co.,u  which  decided  the  point  so  far  as 
"  encroachments  by  the  sea  are  concerned. 

"  Upon  such  a  question  as  this,  I  am  wholly  unable  to  see  any 
"  difference  between  tidal  and  non-tidal  or  navigable  or  non- 
"  navigable  rivers ;  and  Lord  Hale  himself  says  there  is  no 
"  difference  in  this  respect  between  the  sea  and  its  arms  and 
"  other  waters :  Dc  Jure  Maris,  p.  6.  The  question  does  not 
"  depend  on  any  doctrine  peculiar  to  the  royal  prerogative,  but 
"  on  the  more  general  reasons  to  which  I  have  alluded  above. 

1  Vol.  ii.  c.  16,  pp.  261,  262.  «  22  Ass.  p.  106,  pL  93. 

2  De  Jure  Maris,  cc.  1,6.  •  Book  i.  c.  1,  citing  22  Ass,  pL  93. 

3  Book  ii.  c.  2.  »  7  H.  &  N.  151. 

4  Book  iii.  c.  2,  sh.  6,  kc.  "  5  M.  &  W.  327. 

b  Book  ii.  c.  2.  b  3  B.  &  C.  106  ;  27  R.  B.  292. 

6  Inst.  ii.  1,  20.  "4DeG.&J.  69—71. 

7  Ubl  hMjra.  "5M.&  W.  327. 
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"  In  Ford  v.  Lacy}  the  ownership  of  the  land  in  dispute  was 
"determined  rather  by  the  evidence  of  continuous  acts  of 
"  ownership  since  the  bed  of  the  river  had  changed,  than  by 
"  reference  to  the  doctrine  of  gradual  accretion,  and  I  do  not 
"  regard  that  case  as  throwing  any  real  light  on  the  question  I 
"  am  considering."  - 

In  the  case  of  Hindson  v.  Ashby*  the  plaintiffs,  under  an  IIh!^onY* 
inclosore  award  made  in  1803,  were  entitled  to  a  piece  of  land 
at  Wraysbury  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  Thames,  which  is 
there  navigable  but  not  tidal.  The  land  ended  in  an  almost 
perpendicular  bank  five  or  six  feet  high,  and  the  bed  of  the 
river  reached  to  its  foot,  the  water  often  reaching  some  height 
above  the  foot.  The  defendant  was  entitled  to  a  several  fishery 
in  the  river  and  to  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  water  of  the  river, 
owing  to  the  removal  of  a  weir,  sank,  and  at  the  foot  of  the 
bank  a  deposit  took  place  forming  a  strip  on  which  some  large 
trees  grew,  and  which  during  some  part  of  the  year  was  left  dry, 
but  it  was  overflowed  during  a  considerable  part  of  the  year.  At 
the  foot  of  the  bank  the  defendant  dug  a  ditch  which  he  regularly 
cleaned  out  for  more  than  twelve  years,  and  afterwards  filled 
up  with  concrete  so  as  to  make  a  footpath.  The  plaintiffs 
brought  an  action  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  him  from 
trespassing,  and  it  was  held  by  Romer,  J.,  that  whether  the  strip 
had  ceased  to  be  part  of  the  bed  of  the  river  was  a  question 
to  be  determined,  not  by  any  hard  and  fast  rule,  but  regarding 
all  the  material  circumstances  of  the  case,  including  the 
fluctuations  of  the  river,  the  nature  of  the  land,  and  its  growths 
and  uses,  and  that,  in  the  present  case,  the  strip  had  ceased 
to  be  part  of  the  bed  and  belonged  to  the  plaintiffs  as  having 
been  formed  by  gradual  accretion. 

The  Court  of  Appeal,  however,  held  that,  though  the  principle 
on  which  Bomer,  J.,  had  proceeded  in  determining  whether  the 
strip  was  part  of  the  bed  of  the  river  was  sound,  on  the  facts 
the  strip  had  not  ceased  to  form  part  of  the  bed,  and  therefore 
belonged  to  the  defendant ;  but  that  when  it  was  dry  the  rights 
of  the  plaintiffs  as  riparian  proprietors  were  not  affected,  and 
they  had  right  of  access  over  it  to  the  water,  and  could  use  it 
to  the  same  extent  as  they  could  use  the  bed  of  the  river  in 
its  old  state. 

1  7H.&H.  151.  cha*e,  60  L.  T.  819, and^orf,  p.  101. 

2  See  A.-G.  v.  Reeve,  1  T.  L.  R.  67.~>,  '  (181)6)  2  Ch.  1. 
Q.  B.  D.,  ante,  p.  80  ;  Whither*  v.  Pur- 
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The  judgment  of  Lindley,  L.  J.,  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  is  of 
importance  not  only  with  regard  to  the  law  as  to  accretions,  but 
as  explaining  the  law  generally  as  to  the  rights  of  riparian 
owners  and  owners  of  the  beds  of  rivers. 

"The  owners  of  the  allotment  made  in  1803  were  clearly 
"  riparian  proprietors,  and  the  river  being  a  public  navigable  river 
"  they  had  a  right  as  members  of  the  public  to  use  the  river  as 
"  a  public  highway.  They  had  also  as  riparian  proprietors  the 
"  right  to  pass  to  and  fro  between  the  water  and  their  own  land, 
"  and  to  pull  their  boats  up  from  the  water  on  to  their  own  land, 
"  and  to  push  them  down  again  from  their  own  land  into  the 
"  water.  They  had  also  as  riparian  proprietors  the  right  to  take 
"  water  from  the  river  provided  they  did  not  injure  others  by 
"  so  doing.  These  rights,  at  least,  the  allottees  acquired,  and 
"  to  these  rights,  at  least,  the  plaintiffs  are  now  entitled :  see 
"Lyon  v.  Fishmongers'  Co.1  The  right  of  navigating  a  non- 
"  tidal  river  does  not,  however,  entitle  the  public  to  fish  in  it : 
"  see  Smith  v.  Andrews,2  and  the  authorities  there  cited." 

"But,  further,  it  must  be  taken  as  now  settled  that,  if  the 
"  right  to  a  several  fishery  in  a  public  navigable  river  is  proved 
"  to  exist,  the  owner  of  the  fishery  is  to  be  presumed  to  be  also 
"  the  owner  of  the  soil  over  which  his  fishery  extends,  unless 
"  there  is  evidence  to  the  contrary.  The  reasoning  on  which 
"  this  presumption  is  based  is  not  satisfactory,  and  the  difficulties 
"  involved  in  it  were  very  forcibly  pointed  out  by  Cockburn,  C.  J., 
"  in  Marshall  v.  Ulleswater  Steam  Navigation  Co. ; 3  but  the  pre- 
"  sumption  is  supported  by  Mr.  Butler  in  his  note  to  Coke  upon 
"  Littleton  ;  4  and  it  has  the  great  authority  of  Bay  ley,  J.  and 
"  the  other  judges  who  decided  the  Duke  of  Somerset  v.  Fog  well ; 5 
"  it  was  deliberately  sanctioned  by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench 
"  and  by  the  Exchequer  Chamber  in  Holford  v.  Bailey  \*  it  was 
"  recognised  as  law  and  was  acted  upon  as  such  by  Cockburn,  C.  J., 
"  himself  and  by  his  colleagues  in  Marshall  v.  Ulleswater  Steam, 
"  Navigation  Co. ; 7  and  lastly  it  was  treated  by  the  House  of 
"  Lords  in  Attorney-General  v.  Emerson  8  as  no  longer  open  to 
"  question.  But  treating  this  presumption  as  established,  what 
''does  it  involve?  Is  the  owner  of  a  several  fishery  to  be 
"  treated  as  if  he  were  the  grantee  of  a  defined  strip  of  land, 


1  1  App.  Cas.  662. 

2  (1891)  2  Ch.  678. 
8  3  B.  &  S.  746. 

4  122  a. 


*  5  B.  &  C.  875  ;  29  R.  R.  449. 

6  3  Q.  B.  1000  ;  13  Q.  B.  426. 

7  3  B.  &  S.  746. 

8  (1891)  A.  C.  649. 
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"  with  all  subjacent  mines  and  minerals?    Or  is  his  presumed 

"  ownership  of  the  soil  to  be  limited  to  the  right  to  make  such 

"a  use  of  it  as  is  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  his  fishery? 

"  Are  the  limits  of  his  soil  fixed  by  metes  and  bounds,  or  do 

"  they  change  as  the  bed  of  the  river  changes  ?    Again,  what 

"  are  his  rights  as  regards  riparian  owners  ?    What  as  regards 

"  accretions  to  the  banks  or  to  the  bed  of  the  river?    And  what 

"  are  his  rights  as  regards  soil  from  which  the  bed  of  the  river 

"  has  permanently  receded  ?    The  answer  to  all  these  questions 

"  must  depend  primarily  on  the  real  meaning  of  the  doctrine 

"  under  consideration,  and  on  the  extent  to  which  the  owner 

"  of  a  several  fishery  is  to  be  treated  as  the  owner  of  the  bed 

"  of  the  river  within  the  limits  of  his  fishery ;    and  on  this 

"  subject  there  is  as  yet  very  little  authority  in  our  books. 

"  Scratton  v.  Brown1  is  a  very  important  authority  to  show  that 

"  water  boundaries  of  land  may  fluctuate  in  law  as  well  as  in  fact. 

"  In  Foster  v.  Wright2  it  was  decided  that  the  owner  of  a  several 

"fishery  had  the  exclusive  right  to  fish  in  a  river  which  had 

"  gradually  encroached  upon  and  into  the  land  of  a  riparian  pro- 

"  prietor,  the  limits  of  which  land  were  known.     This  decision 

"  was,  in  my  opinion,  quite  right,  although  in  one  part  of  my 

"judgment  I  may    perhaps  have    gone  too  far.     I   am  not, 

"  however,  satisfied  that  I  did,  for  in  that  case  the  river  was 

"  the  boundary.     In  the  Mayor  of  Carlisle  v.  Graham  *  it  was  held 

"  that  the  owner  of  a  several  fishery,  in  a  part  of  the  river  which 

"  had  been  permanently  left  dry,  had  no  right  to  fish  in  an  entirely 

"  new  channel  which  the  river  had  made  for  itself  in  quite  a 

"  different  place.     No  such  questions  arise  here ;  but  these  cases 

"  are  useful  as  throwing  some  light  on  the  rights  of  owners  of 

"  several  fisheries.' ' l   As  to  accretions  he  says : 5  "  Whether,  apart 

"  from  the  Statute  of  Limitations,  the  accretions,  or  the  land  left 

"  by  the  water,  can  become  the  property  of  the  plaintiffs  or  cease 

"  to  be  the  property  of  the  defendant  is  a  question  of  considerable 

"  difficulty,  and  one  which,  in  my  view  of  the  facts,  it  is  not  now 

"  necessary  to  decide.   Passages  were  cited  from  Bracton,  Britton, 

"  Fleta,  and  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  c.i.  and  vi.,  and  the  Year  Book, 

"  22  Ass.  fo.  106,  pi.  98,  to  show  that  the  doctrine  of  accretion 

"  does  not  apply  where  boundaries  are  well  defined  and  known. 

1  4  B.  &  (\  4*."* ;  28  11.  11.  344.  4  (1806),  2  Ch.  p.  10. 

2  4  C.  V.  D.  438.  *  lh\d,  p.  13. 

3  L.  K.t  H  Ex.Sfil. 
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Bed  of  a 
public  navig- 
able river  is 
presumably 
within  the 
county. 


Not  presum- 
ably within 
the  parish. 


"  This  may  be  if  the  boundary  on  the  waterside  is  a  wall  or 
44  something  so  clear  and  visible  that  it  is  easy  to  see  whether 
'the  accretions,  as  they  become  perceptible,  are  on  one  side 
*  *  of  the  boundary  or  on  the  other.  But  I  am  not  satisfied  that 
*'  the  authorities  referred  to  are  applicable  to  cases  of  land 
'•having  no  boundary  next  flowing  water,  except  the  water 
"  itself.  The  cases  of  Ilex  v.  Lord  Yarborouf/h,1  affirmed  by  the 
"  House  of  Lords  in  ( afford  v.  Lord  Yarhorough,-  and  In  re  Hull 
'■  and  Selbi/  Rail.  Co.*  seem  opposed  to  these  authorities  if  applied 
'•  to  fluctuating  water  boundaries.  The  judgments  in  Scratton  v. 
"Brown*  point  in  the  same  direction.  On  the  other  hand, 
4t  Attorney-General  v.  Chambers*  seems  the  other  way.  But  it  is 
'•  unnecessary  to  dwell  more  on  this  question,  and  I  leave  it  for 
"  reconsideration  and  decision  when  it  shall  arise." 

A  public  navigable  river,  intra  fauces  terra,  where  a  man  may 
reasonably  discern  between  shore  and  shore,  it  has  been  said  by 
Lord  Hale,  is  or  may  be  within  the  body  of  a  county  ;6  and  will 
thus  be  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  of  the  county, 
and  of  the  Common  Law,  except  in  the  cases  of  murder,  and 
mayhem  done  in  great  ships,  where  formerly  the  admiral,"  and 
now  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  has  a  concurrent  jurisdiction 
with  the  Courts  of  Common  Law.8  The  shore  between  high  and 
low  water  mark  on  rivers  and  estuaries  is  within  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  justices  of  the  adjoining  county,  whether  the 
offence  be  committed  when  the  shore  is  or  is  not  covered  with  water.9 

The  bed  and  shore  of  a  public  navigable  river  does  not,  in  the 
absence  of  evidence,  form  part  of  the  adjoining  parish,  but  is 
prima  facie  extra-parochial.10  Evidence  may  be  given  to  show 
that  it  is  within  the  parish.11  Now,  however,  by  81  &  82  Vict, 
c.  122,  s.  27,  every  accretion  of  the  sea,  whether  natural  or 
artificial,  and  the  part  of  the  sea  shore  to  the  low  water  mark, 
and  the  bank  of  every  river  to  the  middle  of  the  stream,  which  at 
the  date  of  the  Act  were  not  incorporated  with  any  parish,  are, 


1  3  B.  &  0.  91. 

4  5  Bing.  163  :  27  K.  R.  292. 

3  5  M.  &  W  327 

4  4  B.  &  C.  485,  499,  502,  50:>  ;  28 
It.  H.  344. 

*  4  De  G.  &  J.  55,  71. 

6  De  Jure  Maris,  Harg.  lYacts,  p.  10 ; 
0\v.  122  ;  see  also  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  in 
Reg.  v.  Xeytt,  2  Ex.  D.  164. 

7  Stat.  15  Ric.  II.  c.  3. 

8  4  &  5  Will.  IV.  c.  36  ;  Reg.  v.  Keyn, 
*uj)ra. 


9  EutbletvH  v.  Brown.  3  E.  &  E.  224  ; 
Reg.  v.  Mutton,  8  E.  &  B.  900  :  27  L.  J., 
M.C.I  00. 

10  Reg.  v.  JtfuxAon,  tnpra ;  Duke  of 
Bridgwater  v.  Rootle  -  evm  -  Linaere. 
L.  R.,  2  Q.  B.  4. 

11  R*g.  v.  Mumrn,  wjrra ;  Cory  v. 
Br'txtow,  2  App.  C,  H.  L.  262 ;  46  L.  J., 
M.  C.  273  ;  36  L.  T.  595  ;  M' Cannon  v. 
Sinelatr,  2  E.  &  E.  53 ;  R.  v.  Landulph, 
1  Moo.  &  Rob.  393 ;  42  R.  R.  812. 
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for  all  civil  parochial  purposes,  annexed  to  and  incorporated  with 
the  next  adjoining  parish  with  which  it  has  the  longest  common 
boundary. 

The  word  "  bank  of  every  river  to  the  middle  of  the  stream  " 
is  somewhat  misleading — one  would  have  expected  ''bank  and 
bed  " — but  it  is  impossible  to  construe  the  words  as  other  than 
meaning  "  bank  and  bed."  The  word  "  rivers  "  clearly  includes 
"  tidal  rivers,"  and  consequently  by  this  Act  the  whole  of  the  bed 
of  such  rivers  is  incorporated  with  the  adjoining  parishes.  It  is 
now  the  practice  of  the  Ordnance  Survey  Department,  in  fixing 
parochial  boundaries  on  tidal  rivers  to  include  in  the  adjoining 
parishes  the  bed  of  such  rivers  ad  medium  Jilttm  aqtue  down  to 
the  point  where  the  river  enters  the  sea  level  at  low  water  mark. 

It  may,  therefore,  be  presumed  that  where  a  tidal  river  forms 
the  boundary  of  two  counties,  the  boundary  line  of  the  two  counties 
will  pass  through  the  centre  of  the  stream,  though  this  presumption 
may  be  rebutted ;  but  that  where  it  forms  the  boundary  between 
two  parishes,  the  presumption  is  that  the  bed  up  to  high  water 
mark  is  extra-parochial,  except  for  certain  statutory  purposes.1 


1  The  subject  of  the  rights  of  different 
nations  whose  territories  are  washed  by 
the  same  river,  is  one  connected  with 
international  law,  and  does  not,  there- 
fore, properly  fall  within  the  scope  of 
this  work.  It  may,  however,  be  of  in- 
terest to  the  reader  to  note  some  points 
with  regard  to  it. 

The  territory  of  a  State  includes  the 
lakes,  seas,  and  rivers  entirely  inclosed 
within  its  limits.  .  .  .  Where  a  navig- 
able river  forms  the  boundary  of  con- 
tinous  States,  the  middle  of  the  channel 
or  thalweg  is  generally  tnken  as  the  line 
of  separation  between  the  two  States, 
the  presumption  of  law  being,  that  the 
right  of  navigation  is  common  to  both  ; 
bat  this  presumption  may  be  destroyed 
by  actual  proof  of  prior  occupancy  and 
long-undisturbed  possession  giving  to 
one  of  the  riparian  proprietors  the 
exclusive  title  to  the  entire  river. 
(Wheaton,  Elements  of  Internationl 
Law,  p.  346 ;  Wheaton,  Law  of  Nations, 
pp.  577—583.) 

Things  of  which  the  use  is  inexhaustible, 
such  as  the  sea  and  running  water,  can- 
not be  so  appropriated  as  to  exclude 
others  from  using  these  elements  in  any. 
manner  which  does  not  occasion  a  loss 
or  inconvenience  to  the  proprietor ;  this 
is  what  is  called  an  innocent  use.  Thus 
we  have  seen  that  the  jurisdiction  pos- 
sessed by  one  nation  over  sounds,  straits 


and  other  arms  of  the  sea  leading  through 
its  own  tenitory  to  that  of  another,  or  to 
other  seas  common  to  all  nations,  does 
not  exclude  others  from  the  right  of 
innocent  passage  through  these  com- 
munications. The  same  principle  is 
applicable  to  rivers  flowing  from  one 
State  through  the  territory  of  another 
into  the  sea,  or  into  the  territory  of  a 
third  State.  The  right  of  navigating  for 
commercial  purposes  a  river  which  flow* 
through  the  territories  of  different  States, 
is  common  to  all  nations  inhabiting  the 
different  parts  of  its  banks ;  but  this 
right  of  innocent  passage  being  what 
text  writers  call  an  imperfect  right,  its 
exercise  is  necessarily  modified  by  the 
safety  and  convenience  of  the  State 
affected  by  it,  and  can  only  be  effec- 
tually secured  by  mutual  convention 
regulating  the  mode  of  its  exercise. 
(Grotius  de  Jur.  Bel.  ac  Pac.  lib.  ii.  cap. 
2,§§  12,  14  ;  Vattel,  Droit  des  Gens,  liv. 
ii.  ch.  9,  ss.  126— 130 ;  ch.  10,  ss.  132— 
134 ;  Puffendorf  de  Jur.  Naturae  et 
Gentium,  lib.  iii.  cap.  3,  ss.  3 — 6 ; 
Wheaton,  Elements  of  International 
Law,  pp.  346,  347.) 

It  seems  this  right  draws  after  it  the 
incidental  right  of  using  all  the  means 
which  are  necessary  to  the  secure  enjoy- 
ment of  the  principal  right  itself — e.g., 
according  to  Roman  law,  right  to  use 
of  shore  to  moor,  to  lade  and  unlade, 


International 
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Property  of 
Crown  in  the 
bed  may  be 


The  property  of  the  Crown  in  the  soil  of  tidal  navigable  rivers 
may  be  communicated  to  a  subject  in  the  same  way  as  may  the 


incident  to  right  to  navigate ;  and  public 
jurists  apply  this  principle  to  the  same 
case,  between  nations. 

These  rights  are  imperfect,  and  can 
be  modified  by  compact.  Cf.  the  case 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  and  of 
the  rivers  whose  navigation  was  regu- 
lated by  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  1815, 
Neckar,  Mayne,  &c.  (Wheaton's  Ele- 
ments of  International  Law,  pp.  347, 
348.) 

By  Treaty  of  Vienna,  1815,  the  com- 
mercial navigation  of  rivers  which 
separate  different  States,  or  flow  through 
their  respective  territories,  was  declared 
to  be  entirely  free  in  their  whole  course 
from  the  point  where  each  river  becomes 
navigable  to  its  mouth ;  provided  that 
the  regulations  relating  to  the  police  of 
the  navigation  should  be  observed,  which 
regulations  were  to  be  uniform,  and  as 
favourable  as  possible  to  the  commerce 
of  all  nations.  (Wheaton's  Elements  of 
International  Law,  pp.  348,  n.,  et  fteq,") 
Cf.  also  the  case  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Rhine,  p.  350,  the  case  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi,  pp.  352  et  «v/., 
the  case  of  the  navigation  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  pp.  356  et  seq.,  the  case  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Plata  and  Parana 
rivers,  p.  360,  n.  1  ;  and  see  the  discus- 
sion as  to  the  freedom  of  navigation  of 
the  Amazon,  which  took  place  between 
the  United  States  and  Brazil,  and  the 
arguments  thereon.    (Ibid.) 

Treaty  of  Vienna,  1815.  June  9th 

(extracted  from  Hertslett's  Collection 

of  Treaties,  vol.  i.  pp.  3,  5,  15,  16.) 

General  Treaty  signed  in  Congress 

at  Vienna,  9th  June,  1815,  and 

since  acceded  to  by  all  the  other 

powers  of  Europe. 

Art.  108. — The  powers  whose  States 
are  separated  or  crossed  by  the  same 
navigable  river,  engaged  to  regulate,  by 
common  consent,  all  that  regards  its 
navigation.  For  this  purpose  they  will 
name  commissioners,  who  shall  assemble, 
at  latest,  within  six  months  after  the 
termination  of  the  congress,  and  who 
shall  adopt,  as  the  basis  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, the  principles  established  by 
the  following  articles. 

Art.  109. — The  navigation  of  the  rivers 
along  their  whole  course,  referred  to  in 
the  preceding  article,  from  the  point 
where  each  of  them  becomes  navigable 
to  its  mouth,  shall  be  entirely  free,  and 
shall  not,  in  respect  to  commerce,  be 
prohibited  to  any  one  :  it  being  under- 
stood that  the  regulations  established 


with  regard  to  the  police  of  this  naviga- 
tion shall  be  respected  ;  as  they  will  be 
framed  alike  for  all,  and  as  favourable 
as  possible  to  the  commerce  of  all 
nations. 

These  articles  provided,  besides,  for 
the  liberty  of  navigation,  a  uniform 
system  for  the  collection  of  duties,  and 
for  the  maintenance  of  police,  as  well  as 
for  regulations  as  to  tariff,  the  establish- 
ment of  offices  for  the  collection  of 
duties,  custom  houses,  and  the  repair,  &c. 
of  towing  paths.  Harbour  duties  were 
prohibited,  and  such  as  existed  were  to 
be  preserved  for  such  time  only  as  was 
necessary  for  navigation.  Everything 
in  the  articles  was  to  be  settled  by  a 
general  arrangement,  which  being  once 
settled  was  not  to  be  changed. 

With  regard  to  towing  paths,  each 
State  bordering  on  the  rivers  shall  be  at 
the  expense  of  keeping  in  good  repair 
those  passing  through  its  territory,  and 
of  maintaining  the  necessary  works 
through  the  same  extent  in  the  bed  of 
the  river,  in  order  that  no  obstacle  may 
be  experienced  in  the  navigation. 

The  intended  regulation  was  to  deter- 
mine the  manner  in  which  States 
bordering  on  rivers  were  to  participate 
in  these  latter  works,  where  opposite 
banks  belonged  to  different  Govern- 
ments. 

The  principles  laid  down  in  this 
treaty  were  those  suggested  in  a  memoir 
by  Baron  Von  Humboldt,  plenipoten- 
tiary of  Prussia,  and  presented  on  the 
3rd  February,  1815.  Inter  alia,  he 
states  that,  "  In  order  to  conciliate  the 
"  interests  of  commerce  with  those  of  the 
"  riparian  iState,  it  would  be  necessary, 
»;  on  the  one  hand,  that  every  regulation 
"  indispensable  to  the  freedom  of  naviga- 
tion from  the  point  where  a  river 
"  becomes  navigable,  to  its  mouth,  should 
"  be  adopted  by  common  consent,  in 
"  a  convention  subject  to  be  altered 
"only  by  the  unanimous  consent  of 
"  the  parties :  and  on  the  other  hand, 
"  that  no  riparian  State  should  be 
"  disturbed  in  the  exercise  of  its  rights 
"  of  sovereignty  in  respect  to  commerce 
"  and  navigation  beyond  the  stipulations 
"of  this  convention,  and  at  the  same 
"time  should  be  entitled  to  its  share 
"  of  the  net  revenues  collected  upon  the 
"  navigation  in  proportion  to  the  extent 
"  of  it*  territory  along  the  banks  of  the 
"  river.  It  would  be  necessary  to 
"  establish  upon  those  bases  principles 
"so   general    that    the    difference  in 
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property  in  the  sea  shore,  and  may  be  claimed  by  a  subject  granted  to  a 
either  in  gross  or  as  parcel  of  an  adjoining  manor.     The  grantees  8ubJect 


••  localities  should  only  require  modifica- 
**  tioiiB  in  their  detailed  Application." 
(Wheaton,  History  of  the  I^aw  of 
Nations,  p.  499.) 

These  principles  have  been  applied  by 
detailed  convention  to  regulate  the 
navigation  of  the  Rhine,  Scheldt,  Meuse, 
Moselle,  Elbe.  Oder,  Weser,  and  the 
To,  and  their  confluent  rivers.  (Ibid, 
p.  501.) 

The  principles  established  by  the 
Congress  of  Vienna,  and  applied  to 
the  navigation  of  the  great  European 
rivers,  had  been  long  before  asserted  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
in  respect  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  at  the  time  when  both  banks 
of  that  river  for  a  considerable  distance 
above  its  mouth  were  in  possession  of 
Spain.  Since  1783,  "when  the  whole 
*•  navigable  river  was,  by  the  Treaty  of 
44  Paris  of  that  year,  declared  open  to 
'•  the  traffic  of  the  two  Powers  (Great 
*■  Britain  and  the  United  States)  estab- 
lished on  its  banks.''  the  right  of 
navigating  the  Mississippi  is  now  vested 
exclusively  in  the  United  States  and 
their  citizens.    (Ibid.  506  et  *w.) 

"The  right  of  the  United  States  to 
*•  participate  with  Spain  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  River  Mississippi  previously 
•*  to  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  was  rested 
4*  by  the  American  Government  on  the 
"sentiment  written  in  deep  characters 
-  on  the  heart  of  man,  that  the  ocean  is 
*•  free  to  all  men,  and  its  rivers  to  all 
"  riparian  inhabitants.  This  natural 
*•  right  was  found  to  be  acknowledged 
"  and  protected  in  all  tracts  of  country 
••  united  under  the  same  political  society, 
'•by  laying  the  navigable  rivers  oj)en 
44  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  their  banks. 
44  When  these  rivers  enter  the  limits 
**of  another  society,  if  the  right  of 
•*  the  upper  inhabitants  to  descend  the 
4*  stream  be  in  any  case  obstructed, 
44  it  is  an  act  of  force  by  a  stronger 
44  society  against  a  weaker  condemned 
*'  by  the  judgment  of  mankind."  (Ibid, 
p.  508.) 

Cf.  the  account  of  discussion  between 
American  and  British  Governments  as 
to  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 
(Ibid.  511  et  seq.) 

The  Treaty  of  Paris,  1856,  extended 
the  principle  of  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  to 
the  Danube  (Art.  15  of  the  treaty  of  the 
30th  March),  and  furthermore  declared 
that  "this  provision  henceforth  forms 
part  of  the  public  law  of  Europe,"  and 
the  signatory  Powers  u  take  it  under  their 
guarantee."  (Art.  15.)    The  general  Act 


of  Berlin  (26th  February,  1885)  applied 
the  same  principle  as  regards  the  Congo 
(Arts.  2 — I  and  13 — 25),  declaring  that 
not  only  this  river  and  its  tributaries 
shall  be  open  "  to  all  flags,  without  dis- 
tinction of  nationality, "  but  also  all  the 
lakes  ami  ports  situated  on  its  banks, 
and  the  canals  bv  which  thev  or  different 
parts  of  the  river  may  be  connected  (Art. 
2),  and  roads  or  railways  which  may 
supplement  these  means  of  communica- 
tion. (Art.  16.)  Similar  provisions  are 
made  as  regards  the  Niger  (Arts.  26 — 33) ; 
and  Arts.  25  and  23  of  the  general  Act  also 
provide  for  the  neutralization  of  the 
Congo  and  Niger,  traffic  on  which  and 
on  their  tributaries  is  to  remain  free  in 
spite  of  war,  as  well  as  on  the  territorial 
waters  facing  their  estuaries,  and  the 
roads,  railways,  lakes,  and  canals  above 
mentioned. 

Territorial  changes  may  convert  an 
international  into  a  national  river,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  Mississippi  above  men- 
tioned ;  but  the  rights  acquired  when  it 
was  free  subsist  in  spite  of  the  change, 
and  the  Po  has  thus  remained  inter- 
national. (Cf .  Encyclopaedia  of  Laws  of 
England,  art.  4t  Rivers.  International.") 

The  right  of  navigating  waters  open 
to  all  includes  the  right  of  passing 
through  straits  which  serve  for  com- 
munication between  such  waters. 

44  There  is  no  reason,"  observes  Mr.  Interoceanic 
Ferguson  (International  Law,  London,  canals. 
1884,  s.  91),  '•  for  not  including  in  this 
'•  general  rule  all  canals  or  narrow  straits 
'•connecting,  for  the  benefit  of  outside 
44  and  international  navigation,  two  open 
44  and  internationally  free  seas,  although 
11  such  a  canal  may  be  an  entirely  or  par- 
4itially  artificial  channel  dug  out  for 
11  the  said  purpose,  and  passing  entirely 
44  through  the  territory  of  one  Power. 
"  The  legal  status  of  such  a  canal  in  the 
"eye  of  international  law  is  but  the  state 
44  it  actually  occupies  in  the  intercourse 
'•of  nations  independent  of  its  origin. 
44  Being  once  de  facto  established  as  an 
44  intewatiomil  highway,  whether  with  or 
44  without  tolls,  the  only  concern  of  inter- 
"  national  jurisprudence  regarding  it  is 
14  its  ration  d'etre :  This  is  exclusively  the 
44  connection  of  two  open  seas.  Such  a 
41  highway  having  once  been  declaied 
14  open  to  all  nations  can  therefore  not 
14  be  legally  closed  again,  except  on  the 
44  principles  which  govern  all  natural 
44  narrow  passages  between  open  seas." 
(See  also  Macdonell,  "  The  Legal  Posi- 
44  tion  of  the  Dardanelles  and  the  Suez 
44  Canal,"  Frasers  Magazine,  May,  1878.) 
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of  the  Crown,  of  course,  take  subject  to  all  the  public  rights,  and 
any  grant  of  the  Grown  detrimental  to  the  public  right  is  void  as 
to  such  parts  as  are  open  to  such  objections,  if  acted  upon  so 
as  to  effect  nuisance  by  working  injury  to  the  public  right.1 


Theoretically  this  may  seem  true  ;  yet 
the  rules  applicable  to  artificial  water- 
courses may,  with  equal  reason,  be  held 
to  differ  from  those  applicable  to  natural 
watercourses,  owing  to  the  very  fact  that 
they  are  artificial,  have  come  into  exist- 
ence at  a  determinate  moment,  and  are 
dug  upon  territory  over  which  the  sove- 
reign State  has  paramount  dominion. 
In  any  case  oceanic  canals  are  considered 
in  practice  to  form  part  of  the  territory 
tbey  traverse,  and  it  is  only  by  treaty 
that  the  territorial  authority  abdicates 
any  part  of  its  sovereign  power  within 
its  own  frontiers. 

No  question  has  ever  been  raised  in 
this  connection  except  as  regards  the 
Sues  Canal,  which,  from  the  immense 
saving  of  distance  it  has  effected  as  com- 
pared with  alternative  maritime  routes, 
could  not  be  closed  without  an  essential 
disturbance  of  the  course  of  European 
trade  with  the  East. 

The  Powers  have  therefore  by  a  treaty 
signed  at  Constantinople,  October  29th, 
1888,  by  the  representatives  of  Great 
Britain,  Germany,  Austria,  Hungary, 
Spain,  France,  Italy,  the  Netherlands, 
Russia  and  Turkey,  as  the  preamble 
thereto  states,  established  "a  definite 
"system  destined  to  guarantee  at  all 
"  times  and  for  all  the  Powers  the  free  use 
"  of  the  Suez  Maritime  Canal."  The  chief 
articles  of  this  treaty  are  as  follows  : — 

The  Suez  Maritime  Canal  shall  always 
be  free  and  open,  in  time  of  war  as  in 
time  of  peace,  to  every  vessel  of  com- 
merce or  of  war,  without  distinction  of 
flag.  Consequently  the  high  contracting 
parties  agree  not  in  any  way  to  interfere 
with  the  free  use  of  the  canal,  iu  time 
of  war  as  in  time  of  peace.  (Art.  1.)  The 
maritime  canal  remaining  open  in  time 
of  war  as  a  free  passage,  even  to  ships 
of  war  of  belligerents,  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  agree  that  no  right  of 
war,  no  act  of  hostility,  nor  any  act 
having  for  its  object  to  obstruct  the 
free  navigation  of  the  canal,  shall  be 
committed  in  the  canal  and  in  its  ports 
of  access,  as  well  as  within  a  radius  of 
three  marine  miles  from  those  ports,  even 
though  the  Ottoman  Empire  should  be 
one  of  the  belligerent  Powers.  Vessels  of 
war  of  belligerents  shall  not  revictual  or 
take  in  stores  in  the  canal  and  its  ports  of 
access,  except  in  so  far  as  may  be  strictly 


necessary.  The  transit  of  the  aforesaid 
vessels  through  the  canal  shall  be  effected 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  in  accord- 
ance  with  the  regulations  in  force,  and 
without  any  other  intermission  {arret) 
than  that  resulting  from  the  necessities 
of  the  service.  Their  stay  at  Port  Said 
and  in  the  roadstead  shall  not  exceed 
twenty -four  hours,  except  in  case  of 
distress.  In  such  case  they  shall  be 
bound  to  leave  as  soon  as  possible.  An 
interval  of  twenty-four  hours  shall 
always  elapse  between  the  starting  of  a 
belligerent  ship  from  one  of  the  ports  of 
access  and  the  departure  of  a  ship  be- 
longing to  the  hostile  Power.  (Art.  4.) 
In  time  of  war  belligerent  Powers  shall 
not  disembark  nor  embark,  within  the 
canal  and  its  ports  of  access,  either 
troops,  munitions,  or  materials  of  war. 
But  in  case  of  an  accidental  hindrance 
in  the  canal,  men  may  be  embarked  or 
disembarked  at  the  ports  of  access  by 
detachments  not  exceeding  1,000  men, 
with  a  corresponding  amount  of  war 
material.  (Art.  5.)  The  Powers  shall  not 
keep  any  vessel  of  war  in  the  waters  of 
the  canal  (including  Lake  Timsah  and 
the  Bitter  Lakes).  Nevertheless,  they 
may  station  vessels  of  war  in  the  ports 
of  access  of  Port  Said  and  Suez,  the 
number  of  which  shall  not  exceed  two 
for  each  Power.  This  right  shall  not  be 
exercised  by  belligerents.  (Art.  7.)  See 
Pari.  Papers,  C.  5,623  (1889). 

The  position  of  the  proposed  Central 
American  Oceanic  Canal,  when  it  is 
completed,  will  probably  be  regulated 
in  some  similar  way.  The  so-called 
Clayton-Bulwer  Treaty,  a  convention 
relative  to  a  ship  canal  by  way  of 
Nicaragua,  Costa  Rica,  the  Mosquito 
Coast,  or  any  part  of  Central  America, 
concluded  April  19th,  1850,  already  de- 
termines that  as  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States  no  exclusive  con- 
trol over  the  canal  shall  be  exercised  by 
either  Power  (Art.  1)  ;  also  provides  for 
the  guaranteeing  of  the  neutrality  of  the 
canal  (Art.  5),  and  for  the  entering  of 
other  States  hito  similar  stipulations. 
(Art.  6.) 

Art.  "  Canals,  Interoceanic."  Encyclo- 
paedia of  Laws  of  England,  by  J.  S. 
Henderson,  p.  849. 

1  A-  O.  y .  Parmeter,  10  Price,  378, 41 2, 
H.  L. ;  24  R.  R.  723,  745  ;  Gannv.Frce 
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Such  grants  of   the  soil  can  now  only  be  made  by  Act  of 
Parliament.1 

It  has  been  shown3  that  the  shore  of  the  sea  between  high  and  Limits  of 
low  water  mark  may  form  parcel  of  the  adjoining  manor,  and  crownon 
may  so  pass  by  grant  from  the  Crown  to  a  subject.  There  would  pjjbiic  navig- 
appear  to  be  no  distinction  as  to  this  between  the  shore  of  the 
sea  and  of  tidal  rivers.8  But  as  the  soil  of  the  bed  of  tidal  rivers 
beloiv  low  water  mark  is  vested  prirnd  facie  in  the  Crown,  indepen- 
dently of  any  ownership  in  the  adjoining  land,  and  as  this 
ownership  of  the  soil  below  low  water  mark  may  be  granted  to 
a  subject,  questions  might  arise  as  to  the  boundaries  of  such 
grants  when  the  Crown  is  also  owner  of  the  adjoining  land.  A 
grant  of  lands  on  non-tidal  waters,  in  the  absence  of  evidence  to 
the  contrary,  conveys  the  soil  of  the  bed  usque  ad  medium  JUum 
aqua  ;4  and  this,  independently  of  the  breadth  of  the  stream.6  A 
grant  of  land  by  the  Crown,  bounded  by  a  non-navigable  creek 
of  Botany  Bay,  has  been  held  to  pass  the  soil  of  the  creek  ad 
medium  filum  aqua,  as  the  description  of  the  boundaries  in  the 
grant  did  not  exclude  from  it  that  portion  of  the  creek  which,  by 
the  general  presumption  of  the  law,  would  go  along  with  the 
ownership  of  the  land  on  the  banks  of  it ;  and  as  the  same  rules 
of  common  sense  and  justice  must  apply  in  the  construction  of  a 
deed,  whether  the  subject-matter  of  construction  be  a  grant  from 
the  Crown  or  from  a  subject,  and  it  being  always  a  question  of 
intention  to  be  collected  from  the  language  used  with  reference 
to  the  surrounding  circumstances.6  Following  this  principle,  it 
would  appear  that  as  there  is  no  presumption  of  law  that  the 
ownership  of  the  bed  of  a  tidal  navigable  river  goes  along  with 
the  ownership  of  the  shore,  a  grant  of  lands  by  the  Crown  on  the 
banks  would  prima  facie  be  bounded  by  the  line  of  high  water 
mark  ;  but  that,  by  evidence  to  that  effect,  it  might  be  shown  to 
include  both  the  shore  between  high  and  low  water  mark  and  the 
bed  below  low  water  mark. 

A  navigable  river  is  a  public  highway  navigable  by  all  his  a  navigable 

river  is  a 

Fi*her*  of  Wiitrtable,  11  H.  L.  192  ;  see  cum-Linacre,  L.  RM  2  Q.  B.  4  ;  Blnndell    public  bigh- 

ante,  p.  17.    As  to  implied  grants,  &c,  v.  Catteral,  5  B.  k  Aid.  268  ;  24  R.R.853.    way. 
see  ante,  pp.  20  et  tea.  4  See  Orr  Euring  v.  Colquhoun,  2  App. 

1  The  liabilities  of  a  foreshore  owner  C.  839  ;  Bickett  v.  Morri*,  L.  R.,  1  H.  L. 

under  a  statute  may  be  limited  like  Sc.  47  ;    W'uthart  v.    Wyllie,   1    M'Q., 

his    powers  :     London    Port    Sanitary  H.  L.  839. 
Authority     v.     Tfiames     Conservator*,  *  Dicyer  v.  Bich,  Ir.  R.,  4  C.  L.  414. 


(1894)  1  Q.  B.  647;  see  port,  Chap.  VII.  8  Lord  v. Commi**hner*  of  Sydney, 

*  Ante,  pp.  16— 23.  12  Mo 

*  See  Duke  of  Bridgewater  v.  Bootle-      p.  16. 


*  Ante,  pp.  16—23.  _  12  Moo.  P.  C.  473  ;  3  L.  T.  1 ;  see  ante, 

tie  of 


L.W.  6 
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Majesty's  subjects  in  a  reasonable  way  and  for  a  reasonable 
purpose.1  The  public  right  of  free  passage  extends  to  the  whole 
of  the  navigable  channel,3  which  it  appears  may  be  used  as  a 
highway  by  the  public  whenever  it  suits  their  convenience, 
whether  such  navigation  be  valuable  or  not.3  It  includes  all 
such  rights  as,  with  relation  to  the  circumstances  of  each  river, 
are  necessary  for  the  convenient  passage  of  vessels4 — such  as 
the  right  of  stopping  for  a  reasonable  time  to  unload,6  and  of 
grounding  and  anchoring  free  of  toll,6  and  of  fixing  moorings.7 
The  right  of  navigation  is  paramount  to  the  right  of  property  of 
the  Grown  and  its  grantees  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  such 
property  cannot  be  used  in  any  way  so  as  to  derogate  or  interfere 
with  the  public  right  of  navigation ; 8  and  any  grant  by  the 
Grown  which  interferes  with  the  public  right  is  void  as  to  such 
parts  as  are  open  to  such  objections,  if  acted  upon  so  as  to  effect 
nuisance  by  working  injury  to  the  public  right.9  The  public 
right  can  only  be  abridged  by  Act  of  Parliament,  by  writ  ad  quod 
damnum,  followed  by  an  inquisition,  or  by  natural  causes — such  as 
the  recess  of  the  sea,  or  the  accumulation  of  soil  or  mud  ;10  in 
which  case  the  river  ceases  to  be  navigable,  at  least  until  such 
causes  are  by  some  means  counteracted.11  Where  a  navigable 
river  changes  its  bed,  though  the  soil  of  the  bed  and  the  right  of 
fishing  may  be  vested  in  the  owner  of  the  adjoining  land,  it  would 
appear  that  the  right  of  navigation  will  follow  to  the  new  channel, 
Obstructions  — the  test  being  whether  the  river  remains  tidal.12  An  artificial 
to  navigation,  obstruction  to  a  navigable  river,  though  of  more  than  twenty 

years'  duration,  will  not  operate  as  a  bar  to  the  public  right.13 
Rights  of  the        Any  erection  on  the  bed  of  a  navigable  river  obstructing  the 
Sant«e^U8  navigatlon,  even  if  erected  by  the  authority  of  the  Crown,  is 
the  bed.  illegal,  and  is  a  public  nuisance,14  and  the  subject  of  an  indict- 

1  Original  Hartlepool  Colliers  v.Gibb,      24  R.  R.  723,  745. 
1  Ch.  D.  713.  10  Reg.  v.  Montague,  4  B.  &  C.  598  : 

*  A.-G.  v.  Terry,  L.  R.,  9  Ch.  423 ;  Orr      28  R.  R.  420. 

Hiving  v.   Colf/uhwtn,  2  App.  C.  839  ;  "  Mayor  of  Colchester  v.  Brooke*  7 

Williams  v.  Wilcox,  8  A.  &  E.  314  ;  47  Q.  B.  339. 

R.  R.  595.  «  Mayor  of  Carlisle  v.  Graham,  L.  R._ 

1  A.-G.  v.  Lonsdale,  L.  R.,  7  Eq.  377.  4  Ex.  366  ;  Hale  de  Jure  Mar.  pt.  1,  c  6, 

4  Mayor  of  Colchester  v.  Brooke,  7  p.  34  ;   Rolle,  Abr.  390 ;  Roscoe,  Crim. 

Q.  B.  339.  Ev.  p.  535. 

»  Original  Hartlepool  Colliers  v.Gibb,  »  I  might  v.  Winch,  2  B.  &  Aid.  662; 

I  Ch.  D.  713.  21    R.  R.  446.     As  to  navigation,  see 

6  Gann  v.  Free  Fishers  of  Whitstable,      further  post,  Chap.  VII. 

II  H.  L.  192.  "  A.-G.  v.  Parmeter,  10  Price.  412 ; 

7  A.-G.  v.  Wright,  (1897)  2  Q.  B.  318.  24  R.  R.  723,  745  ;  A.-G.  v.  Bur  ridge, 

8  Ibid. ;  Foreman  v.  Free  Fishers  of  10  Trice,  350  ;  24  R.  R.  705 ;  A.-G.  v 
Whitstable,  L.  R.,  4  H.  L.  266.  Johnson,  2  Wils.  Ch.  C.  87  :    18  R.  R 

•  A.-G.  v.  Parmeter,  10  Price,  412  ;  156. 


TIDAL   NAVIGABLE   RIVERS.  83 

ment l  and  information,9  and  of  an  action  on  proof  of  special 
damage.3  Any  unauthorized  erection  on  the  bed  of  a  navigable 
river  by  any  person  other  than  the  owner  of  the  soil  is  a  piuyres- 
ture,  and  is,  per  se,  illegal,  even  though  it  cause  no  actual 
obstruction  to  the  navigation  ;  though  there  may  be  cases  of  so 
trifling  a  nature  that  the  Courts  will  not  interfere  by  injunction 
to  restrain  or  abate  them.4    The  question  whether  the  owner  of  l 

the  soil  of  the  bed  of  a  navigable  river  may  erect  on  the  bed  of 
the  river  works  which  cause  no  obstruction  to  the  navigation, 
and  no  injury  to  the  rights  of  the  riparian  owners,  or  whether 
such  erections  are  illegal  per  se,  is  a  question  which  has  given 
rise  to  some  apparently  conflicting  decisions ;  but  it  would  now 
seem  settled  that  such  erections  are  not  illegal  in  themselves,  if 
they  cause  no  actual  or  probable  injury  either  to  the  public 
rights  or  to  the  adjoining  riparian  proprietors.  The  cases  of 
Bickett  v.  Monis,  and  Orr  Ewing  v.  Colquhaun,  cited  below,  do 
not  relate  to  tidal  rivers ;  but  as  they  define  the  rights  of  the 
owners  of  the  beds  of  rivers  generally,  and  state  broadly  the 
laws  with  regard  to  such  rights,  it  is  submitted  that  the  principles 
established  by  them  will  apply,  mutatis  mutandis,  to  the  Grown 
and  its  grantees,  as  owners  of  the  bed  of  tidal  navigable  rivers. 

In  the  case  of  Menzies  v.  Breadalbane,*  an  embankment  on  the  Mmzies  v. 
flood-channel  of  a  river,  which  might  have  the  effect  of  diverting 
the  stream  in  times  of  flood,  and  throwing  it  upon  the  land  of 
an  opposite  proprietor,  has  been  held  illegal,  though  it  was 
intended  to  protect  the  lands  of  the  owner  who  made  it  from  the 
flood.  But  where  a  riparian  proprietor  erected  a  mound,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  altering  the  old  course  of  the  river,  but  to 
prevent  the  old  course  from  being  altered,  and  so  encroaching 
on  his  lands,  there  being  also  evidence  to  show  that  at  least 
part  of  the  mound  was  erected  on  old  foundations,  and  that  it 
was  the  custom  of  the  country  for  proprietors  so  to  embank,  the 
Court  held  that  the  erection  was  legal.6 

Where,  however,  an   opposite  proprietor   complained  of    an 
erection  in  the  ahem  of  the  river,  and  was  unable  to  prove  that 

1  R.  ▼.  Grosretwr,  2  Stark.  511  ;  20  *  A.-G.  v.  Terry,  L.  R.,  9  Ch.  423  ;  It. 

R.  R.  732.  v.  Ttndall,  6  A.  &  E.  143  ;  45  It.  R.  426  ; 

3  A.-G.  v.  Richard*,  2  Anstr.  603  ;  3  Riff.  v.  Russell,  3  El.  &  Bl.  942  ;  23  L. 

R.  R.  632.  J.tM.  C.  175. 

3  Rim  v.  Miles,  4  M.  &  S.  101  ;  16  R.  5  3  WUb.&  Shaw,  235. 

R.  405  ;  Booth  v.  Ratte,  15  App.  Cas.  188 ;  6  Fa rquharson s  vane,  June  25,  1741  ; 

62  L.  T.  198  ;  59  L.  J.,  P.  C.  41 ;  Palmer  v.  cited  in  Menzies  v.  Breadalbatie,  supra  ; 

Persse,  Ir.  R.,  1 1  E«j.  616  ;  Belfaxt  Rope  32  R.  R.  103. 


Works  v.  Boyd,  21  L.  R.,  Ir.  560  (C.  A.). 
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Biekett  v. 
Morris. 


A.-G.w 

Lonsdale. 


any  damage  had  actually  happened  to  him  by  the  erection,  it 
was  held  that,  nevertheless,  as  the  encroachment  was  not  of  a 
slight  and  trivial,  but  of  a  substantial/description,  it  must  always 
involve  some  risk  of  injury.1     "  Mere  apprehension  of  danger," 
says  Lord  Chelmsford,  "  will  not,  however,  be   sufficient,  but 
"  any  operation  extending  into  the  stream  itself  is  an  inter- 
"  ference  with  the  common  interest  of   the  opposite  riparian 
"proprietor;   and   therefore,    the    act    being   prima  facie    an 
"  encroachment,  the  onus  seems  properly  to  be  cast  upon  the 
"  party  doing  it,  to  show  that  it  is  not  an  injurious  obstruction." 
In  Bickett  v.  Morris*  an  application  was  made  by  a  riparian 
owner  on  the  banks  of  a  non-navigable  stream  to  the  Court  of 
Session  in  Scotland  for  an  interdict,  and  an  action  was  brought 
to  have  it  declared  that  the  opposite  riparian  owner  had  no 
right  to  erect  buildings  in  the  alvetts  of  the  river  to  his  injury. 
It   was  contended    by   the   defender  that  unless  the  erection 
complained  of  did  some  material  damage  to  the  pursuers,  the 
Court  could   not  interfere   by   action  or  interdict ;   on  appeal 
the  House  of  Lords  held,  affirming  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Session,  that  though  each  proprietor  on  the  banks  of  a  non- 
tidal  river  had  a  property  in  the  soil  of  the  alvcus  from  his  own 
side  to  the  medium  filum  fluminis,  neither  is  entitled  to  use  the 
alveits  in  such  a  manner  as  to  interfere  with  the  natural  flow  of 
the  water  nor  to  abridge  the  width  of  the  stream,  or  to  interfere 
with  its  regular  course,  but  that  anything  done  in  alreo,  which 
produces  no  sensible  effect   on  the  stream,  is  allowable;  and 
further,  that  even  though  immediate  damage  cannot  be  described, 
nor  actual  loss  predicated,  yet,  if  an  obstruction  be  made  to  the 
current  of  a  stream,  that  obstruction  is  one  which  constitutes  an 
injury  which  the  Courts  will  take  notice  of  as  an  encroachment 
which  the  adjacent  proprietors  have  a  right  to  have  removed.8 
In  A.-G.  v.  Lonsdale*  Malins,  V.-C,  held  that  a  riparian  owner 
who  was  also  owner  of  the  soil  of  a  public  navigable  river,  had 
no  greater  rights  to  use  the  alceus  of  a  tidal  river  than  of  a  non- 
tidal  river,  and  that,  therefore,  he  was  not  authorized  to  erect  a 
jetty  reaching  across  one-third  of  the  width  of  the  river ;  for, 
although  the  damage  proved  by  the  plaintiff,  an  opposite  riparian 
owner,  was  not  sufficient  to  call  for  the  interference  of  the  Court, 


1  Bickett  v.  Morrix,  L.  R.,  1 II.  L.  Sc.  47. 

2  L.  R.,  1  H.  L.  Sc  47. 

s  See  Eddlextonx.  Crowley,  18  L.  T.  15; 
Palmer  v.  Persse,  Ir.  JR.,  11    E  j.  016; 


Belfast  Rope  Work*  v.  Boyd,  21  L.  R., 
Ir.  560. 

4  L.  R.,  7  Eq.  377. 
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yet  the  erection  of  the  jetty,  which  was  a  solid  pier  extending 
fifty-three  yards  across  the  river,  was  such  an  injury  to  the 
plaintiff's  rights  as  would  justify  the  Court  to  interfere  without 
proof  of  such  damage ;  and  that  further  the  defendant,  as  owner 
of  the  bed  of  the  river,  had  no  right  to  erect  the  works  in 
question,  as  they  might  interfere  with  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  if  not  at  present,  yet  at  some  future  time.1 

In  the  case  of  Orr  Eicing  v.  Colquhoun,*  the  appellants,  the  Orr  Ewing  t. 

owners  of  the  bed  of  a  non-tidal  river  over  which  the  public  had       qu  i4m*' 

by  prescription  a  right  of  free  navigation,  erected  a  bridge  on 

piers  resting  on  the  bed  of  the  liver.    The  House  of  Lords  on 

appeal  reversed  an  order  of  the  Inner  House,  which  had  affirmed 

an  interlocutor  of  the  Lord  Ordinary,  and  held  that  the  piers 

of  the  bridge  complained  of  were  no  actual  obstruction  to  the 

navigation  of  the  river  as  prescriptively  enjoyed  by  the  public  ; 

and  that,  therefore,  the  interlocutor  ordaining  that  the  piers 

should   be  removed  should  be  reversed.     Lord  Blackburn,   in 

commenting  on  the  case  of  Bickett  v.  Morris?  and  the  Scotch 

cases  therein  affirmed,4  thus  explains  the  law :   "I  think  and 

"  submit  to  your  Lordships  that  the  principle  on  which  they 

"  were  really  decided  was,  that  where  any  unauthorized  erection 

"  is  a  sensible  injury  to  the  proprietary  rights  of  an  individual, 

"  there  is  injuria  for   which  he  might,  in  a  Court   of  law  in 

"  England,   recover  at  least  nominal  damages.     A  Court  of 

4*  Equity  in  England,  or  the  Court  of   Session  in   Scotland, 

44  in  the  exercise  of  its  equitable  jurisdiction,  would  not  order 

<k  the  removal  of  the  erection,  if  convinced  that  the   damage 

44  was  only  nominal  ;5   but   where  there  is  an   injury  to  the 

"proprietary    rights  in   running  streams,  the  present  injury 

"  now   producing  no  damage    may   hereafter    produce  much. 

"And   I  understand  the  principle  of  Bickett  v.  Morris  °  to  be, 

"  that  where   an  erection  is  a  present  sensible  injuria  to  the 

44  proprietary  right  of  the  owner  of  the  other  part  of  the  alveus, 

44  or  of  the  opposite  bank  of  a  running  stream,  he  may  have  it 

"  removed  on  the  ground  that  there  is  a  present  injury  to  the 

f(  right  of  the  property,  if  it  is  impossible  to  predicate  that  it 

1  See  also  Jessel,  M.  R.,  in  A.-G.  v.  Dunlop,  542;   Hamilton  v.  Kddinyton, 

Terry,  L.  R.,  9  Ch.  425  ;  30  L.  T.  215.  Morr.  Diet.  12,  826  ;    Jiurni*  v.  Broun, 

3  2  App.  Cas.  839.  Hume's  Diet.  504  ;  Orllatly,  1  Macphers. 

3  J,.  R.,  1  H.  L.  Sc.  47.  592 ;  Farguharson,  Morr.  Diet.  12,  7S7. 

4  Menzietv. Breadalbane,$'WiU.&&h.  *  See  £ddlestvn  v.  Crowley,  18  L.  T. 
238  ;  32  R.  R.  103  ;  Aberdeen  v.  Menzie*,  15. 

Morr.  Diet.  12, 787  ;  Blantyre  v.  Boon,  10  6  L.  R.,  1  H.  L.  Sc.  47. 
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"  may  not  produce  serious  damage  in  future,  though  the  com- 

"  plaining  party  is  not  yet  in   a  position  to  qualify  present 

"  damage.     And  I  think  the  same  principle  will  apply  where 

"  the  complaining  party  is  not  a  proprietor  ex  adrerso  of  the 

"  spot  where  the  erection  is  made,1  but  is  a  proprietor  of  land 

"  on  the  banks  of  the  stream  below  the  spot,  but  so  near  to  it 

"  that  the  erection  in  aluco  alters  the  natural  flow  of  the  water 

"  on  the  complaining  parties'  land ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  was 

"  intended  to  be  decided,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  law,  that 

"  an  erection  in  alreo  of  a  natural  stream  is  illegal  per  set  if  all 

"  who  have  property  on  the  banks  of  the  stream  consent  to  the 

"erection;  nor  do  I  think  it  was  meant  to  be  decided,  nor  do 

"  I  think  it  law,  that   a   riparian   proprietor  on  the  water  of 

"  Kilmarnock,  or  on  the  water  of  Irvine,  into  which  it  flows,  ten 

"  miles  below  the  town,  on  whose  land  the  flow  of  water  would 

"  be  in  no  way  affected,  could  have  maintained  the  action  against 

"  Bickett  for  altering  the  line  of  his  building  in  the  town  on  the 

"  water  side,  which  Morris,  the  proprietor  of  the  houses  and 

*'  building  ground   immediately  opposite,  did  maintain;  for  I 

"  think  there  would  be  no  injury  to  the  proprietary  right  of  the 

"  party  complaining  in  respect  of  such  land,  no  injuria  to  him." 

At  page  861  the  learned  Lord  continues,  "  In  the  case  of  A.-G. 

"  v.  Lonsdale  the  obstruction  was  in  a  tidal  river,  but  it  occu- 

"  pied  one-third  of  the  bed  of  the  river.     In  A.-G.  v.  Terry  there 

"  was  an  actual  occupation  by  the  piles  put  in  by  the  defendant 

"  of  part  of  what  was  used  for  the  navigation  and  wanted  for 

"  navigation  ;  the  Master  of  the  Bolls  submitted  an  opinion  that 

"  the  Court  of  Equity  might  order  the  piles  to  be  removed, 

"  though  doing  no  present  damage  to  the  navigation,  if  there 

"  might  be  a  damage  hereafter — I  apprehend,  on  the  ground  of 

"the  piles  being  placed  on  the  soil  of  the  Crown,  and,  there- 

"  fore,  a  wrong  to  the  Crown.     How  that  may  be  in  such  a  case, 

"  it  is  unnecessary  to  consider.      I  think  it  clear  law  in  England, 

"  that  except  at  the  instance  of  a  person  (including  the  Crown), 

"  whose  property  is  injured,  or  of  the  Crown  in  respect  of  an 

"  injury  to  a  public  right,  there  is  no  power  to  prevent  a  man 

"  making  an  erection  on  his  own  land,  though  covered  with 

"  water,  merely  on  speculation  that  some  change  might  occur 

"  that  would  render  that  piece  of  land,  though  not  now  part  of 

"  the  waterway,  at  some  future  period  available  as  part  of  it.    I 

1  See  Palmer  v.  Pcrsse,  Ir.  R.,  11  Eq.  616. 


TIDAL   NAVIGABLE   RIVERS. 


87 


"  think  that  the  land  being  covered  with  water  is,  in  such  a 
"  case,  a  mere  accident ;  and  that  the  defenders  are  as  much  at 
"  liberty  to  build  on  the  bed  of  the  river  (if  thereby  they  occa- 
"  sion  no  obstruction)  as  they  would  be  to  build  on  an  island, 
"  which  might  at  some  future  period  be  swept  away." l 

From  these  cases  it  would  seem,  that  the  owner  of  the  bed  of 
a  public  navigable  river  may  exercise  all  the  rights  of  property  in 
the  soil  of  its  bed,  though  covered  with  water,  provided  that  he  does 
not  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  public  or  of  the 
riparian  owners.  It  must,  however,  be  kept  in  mind,  that  as  in  a 
public  river  the  right  of  navigation  extends  to  the  whole  of  the  navi- 
gable channel,  any  erection  in  it  which  might  become  from  time  to 
time  an  actual  obstruction  would  become  a  nuisance  and  illegal.3 

The  right  of  navigation  is  a  simple  right  of  way,  similar  to  Ownership  of 
the  right  which  the  public  have  to  passage  along  a  public  road,  "ndn^h^of 
and  involves  no  right  of  property  in  the  bed  or  banks.8     The  landing  and 
banks  of  a  tidal  river  above  high  water  mark  remain  private  thereon. 
property,  and  are  not  "publici  juris"  so  as  to  give  the  public  navi- 
gating the  river  a  right,  in  the  absence  of  prescription,  to  land 
themselves  or  their  goods,  or  to  moor  their  vessels  thereon.4    It  is 
now,  however,  undoubted  law  that  the  right  of  passing  over  the 
foreshore  of  a  tidal  river  at  low  water  mark,  being  a  necessary 
incident  to  the  right  of  navigation,  is  involved  in  it  ;5  and  that 
where  a  person  having  a  right  to  land  on  the  banks  has  come  to 
shore,  he  may  disembark  in  a  usual  or  reasonable  way,  as  by 
wading  or  by  means  of  a  plank  placed  on  the  bed  of  the  river.6 

The  banks  of  navigable  rivers   not  being  publici  juris,  but  Right  of 
remaining  private   property,    the  public  are    not   entitled   at  towinK' 
common  law  to  tow  on  the  banks.7     The  right  of  passage  over 


1  In  Booth  v.  Matte,  15  App.  Cas.  188  ; 
62  L.  T.  198  ;  59  L.  J.f  P.  C.  41,  it  was 
held,  that  the  respondent  as  a  riparian 
owner  was  entitled  to  construct  and 
moor  to  his  bank  a  floating  wharf  and 
boathonse,  the  same  not  being  an  ob- 
struction to  navigation,  and  to  maintain 
an  action  for  damages  in  respect  thereof, 
caused  by  any  unauthorized  interference 
with  the  flow  and  purity  of  the  stream. 

*  See  jHwt,  Chap.  VI  I. ;  see  also  J  easel, 
If.  11.,  A.-O.  v.  'Jerry,  L.  R.,  9  Ch.  425. 

*  See  Orr  Jawing  v.  Colqvhuvn,  2  App. 
C.  839 

'«  Ball  v.  Herbert,  3  T.  R.  262  ;  1  R- 
R.  695  ;  Blvndell  v.  Catteral,  5B.&A 
268 ;  24  R.  R.  353,  per  Bay  ley,  J.    See 
Halede  Portions  Mar.  p.  84;  Biacton,  lib. 


1,  c.  12,  s.  6  ;  Callis  on  Hewers,  p.  73. 

•  A.-(r.  v.  Wemyw,  3  App.  Cas.  192, 
ante,  p.  4u. 

6  Marshall  v.  Ullesuater  Co.,  L,  R.,  7 
Q.  B.  172  ;  41  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  41  ;  25  L.  T. 
793  ;  Bluttd*ll  v.  Catteral,  5  B.  &  A.  268  ; 
24  R.  R.  353  ;  per  Best,  J.  See  also  Uann 
v.  Free  Msher*  of  Whitstable,  11  H.  L. 
192. 

7  Ball  v.  Herbert,  3  T.  R.  253 ;  1  R.  R. 
695  ;  Pvirve  v.  Lord  Fauconberg,  1  Bulst. 
292  ;  Vernon  v.  Prior,  cited  in  Ball  v. 
Herbert,  supra  ;  1  R.  R.  696  ;  Prior  of 
Tyncmovth  t  cane,  Harg.  Tr.  79 ;  see 
/Mug as  v.  Whhkeard,  38  Eliz.  C.  B. 
MSS., cited  in  Ball  v.  Herbert ;  1  R.  R. 
695,  p.  261. 
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Conservancy 
of  navigable 
rivers. 


the  banks  of  a  navigable  river  for  the  purpose  of  towing  vessels 
is  an  easement  or  right  of  way  only,  similar  in  all  respects  to 
ordinary  rights  of  way.  A  towing-path  may  be  a  highway  to  be 
used  only  for  towing  barges  or  vessels.1  The  right  of  towing, 
therefore,  depends  on  usage  or  custom. 

"  That  there  is  such  a  custom,"  says  Lord  Kenyon,  C.  J., 
"  on  most  navigable  rivers  no  persons  doubt,  but  still  the  right 
"  is  founded  solely  on  the  custom."  •  .  ,  "  If  navigation  has  been 
"  carried  on  for  a  series  of  years,  and  this  right  of  towage  con- 
"  stantly  exercised,  there  would  be  abundant  usage  on  which 
"  it  might  be  supported."2  ..."  Perhaps  small  evidence  of 
"  usage  before  a  jury  would  establish  a  right  by  custom,  on  the 
"  ground  of  public  convenience." 8  Thus,  with  regard  to  the  river 
Thames,  it  appears  that  previous  to  the  early  statutes  for  the 
improvement  of  the  river  there  were  originally  towing-paths 
along  the  river  banks,  the  owners  of  which  took  tolls  from  the 
public  for  the  use  of  them.4 

The  regulation  and  protection  of  the  rights  of  navigation  in 
all  the  principal  rivers  of  the  kingdom  is  now  vested  in  Boards 
of  Conservators,  who  are  made  the  guardians,  as  it  were,  of  the 
navigation,  and  the  protectors  of  the  bed  and  soil  for  the 
purposes  of  navigation.5 

It  may  be  here  noted  that  in  the  river  Thames,  which  by  its 
size  and  position  is  the  most  important  of  our  rivers,  the  owner- 
ship of  the  soil  of  the  bed  up  to  high  water  mark,  which  had 
long  been  a  subject  of  contention „  between  the  Crown  and  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  London,  is  by  the  Thames  Conservancy 

public  and  private  roads  and  ways  as 
they  shall  think  necessary,  and  directs 
that  all  roads  and  ways  not  so  set  out 
shall  be  deemed  parts  of  the  lands  to  be 
allotted,  an  ancient  towing-path  upon 
the  banks  of  the  river,  though  not  set 
out  by  the  commissioners,  still  subsists, 
for  it  is  not  within  their  jurisdiction  : 
Simpson  v.  Scale*,  2  Bos.  &  P.  496 ;  5 
R.  R.  685. 

2  Ball  v.  Herbert,  3  T.  R  p.  261  ;  1  R. 
R.  695. 

3  See  also  per  Bovill,  C.  J.,  in  Winch 
v.  Conservators  of  Thames,  L.  R.,  7  C.  P. 
471. 

4  Winch  v.  Conservators  of  Thames, 
L.  R.,  9  C.  P.  378  ;  L.  R.,  7  C.  P.  471; 
43  L.  J.,  C.  P.  167  ;  31  L.  T.  128.  See 
Bath  Hirer  v.  Willis,  2  Rail.  C.  7  : 
19  Hen.  IV.  c.  18. 

*  Cory  v.  Bristow,  2  App,  C.  262.  As  to 
conscrrancy,  see  further  Chap.  YlI.,post. 


1  See  Winch  v.  Conservators  of  'Thames, 
L.  R.,  7  C.  P.  471  ;  43  L.  J.,  C.  P.  167  ; 
31  L.  T.  128  ;  Bex  v.  Severn  and  Wye, 
2  B.  &  A.  648.  Where  a  canal  com- 
pany acquired  land  under  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  used  it  for  the  purposes 
of  a  towing-path,  and  it  appeared  that 
the  use  of  it  as  a  public  footpath  was  not 
inconsistent  with  its  use  as  a  towing-path 
by  the  company,  it  was  held  that  the 
company  could  dedicate  the  land  as  a 
public  footpath,  subject  to  its  use  by 
them  as  a  towing-path  :  Grand  Junc- 
tion Canal  v.  Petty,  21  Q.  B.  D.  273  ;  57 
L.  J.,  Q.  B.  572  ;  69  L.  T.  767  (C.  A.). 
See  also  11.  v.  Leehe,  5  B.  &  Ad.  469 ; 
39  R.  R.  521  ;'  Mvllincr\.  Mid.  Bail.  Co., 
11  Ch.  D.  611. 

If  an  Act  for  inclosing  and  allotting 
the  common  and  waste  lands  of  a  parish 
through  which  a- navigable  river  flows, 
empowers  commissioners  to  set  out  such 
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Acts  vested  in  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London,  who  in  their 
turn  convey  all  their  interest  and  title  to  the  conservators  under 
the  Acts.1 

"Where,  however,  a  river  or  navigation  has  been  vested  by  Act  Ownership  of 
of  Parliament  in  a  Board  of  Conservators  for   the  purposes  of  not  ^neraliy 
navigation,  if  the  words  of  the  Act  are  applicable  to  the  acqui-  nested  in  con- 
sition  by  the  conservators  of  the  right  or  easement  of  passage 
only,  and  where  the  acquisition  of  the  soil  of  the  river  and  its 
banks  is  not  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  the  owner- 
ship of  the  soil  must  be  taken  not  to  pass,  the  Courts  not  being 
inclined  to  infer  that  a  statute  of  this  kind  gives  more  than  such 
a  use  of  the  soil  as  is  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  navigation.3 

In  The  Lee  Conservancy  Board  v.  Button?  the  plaintiffs,  Lee  Q>nser- 
conservators  of  the  river  Lee,  brought  an  action  to  restrain  ™ "i&ttoiu* 
the  defendant,  who  was  the  owner  of  property  adjoining  a 
towing-path,  from  using  the  towing-path  for  the  passage  of 
horses  and  carts,  and  the  carriage  of  goods  and  merchandize, 
or  in  any  manner  inconsistent  with  the  free  and  convenient 
navigation  of  the  river.  The  Kiver  Lee  Navigation  was 
originally  formed  in  1570,  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  the 
18th  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth;  and  it  was  provided  therein 
that  the  trustees  and  their  successors  should  have  the  ground 
therein  set  out  along  the  whole  length  of  the  navigation  for 
such  composition  as  they  should  make  with  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  the  soil  and  ground..  Several  other  Acts  were 
passed  previous  to  the  1th  Geo.  III.  c.  51.  By  that  Act  trustees 
were  empowered  to  extend,  improve  and  maintain  the  naviga- 
tion, and,  amongst  other  things,  to  set  out  and  make  towing- 
paths,  making  compensation  for  any  messuages,  &c.  which  the 
trustees  should  adjudge  necessary,  convenient  or  proper  to 
become  seised  or  possessed  of  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act. 
The  navigation  and  use  of  the  towing-paths  was  to  be  free  to 
the  public  on  payment  of  tolls;  and  any  person  who  wilfully 
damaged  or  destroyed  any  banks  or   other  works   erected  or 

1  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  147  ;  57  &  58  Vict.  v.  Aire  and  Calder  Xavigation,  9  B.  k  C. 
c.  187,  s.  68.  See  Cory  v.  Bristow,  2  820  ;  33  K.  R.  344  ;  11.  v.  Mersey  and 
App.  C.  262  ;  Watkins  v.  Milton,  L.  R.,  Irwell  Navigation,  9  B.  &  C.  95  ;  32  R. 
3  Q.  B.  350  ;  Forrest  v.  Greenwich,  8  R.  591  ;  B.  v.  Thomas,  9B.&C.  114  ;  32 
E.  &  B.  390.  As  to  the  Thames  at  R.  R.  601  ;  Chelsea  Water  Co.  v.  Bowleg 
Oxford,  see  Grant  v.  Oxford,  L.  R.,  4  17  Q.  B.  358  ;  Bruce  v.  Willis,  11  A.  & 
Q.  B.  9.     See  also  Bex  v.  Mayor  of  E.  463. 

London,  4  T.  R.  21.  *  12   Ch.    Div.   383  ;    41  L.   T.    481, 

2  Badger  v.   Yorkshire  Rail.  Co.,  5      affirmed  6  App.  0.  685  ;  51  L.J.  Ch.  17  ; 
Jur.,  N.  S.  459  ;  Ifollis  v.   Goldfinch,  1       45  L.  T.  385. 

B.  &  C.  205  ;  25  R.  R.  857.    See  also  B. 


90  OF   INLAND   WATERCOURSES. 

made  for  the  purposes  of  the  navigation  was  liable  to  certain 
penalties.  In  1767,  the  trustees  made  a  new  cut,  altering 
the  course  of  the  river,  and  adapted  the  towing-path  to  the 
alteration.  Under  powers  of  the  Act,  81  A  82  Vict.  c.  154,  the 
trustees  made  bye-laws,  providing  that  no  person  should  allow 
any  horse  or  cattle  to  trespass  on  the  towing-paths.  The 
defendant  bought  his  property  in  1871,  and  the  towing-paths 
had  never  been  used  by  his  predecessor  for  horses,  carts  or 
carriages ;  but  defendant  used  the  towing-path  of  the  new  cut 
for  carting  bricks,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  cut  up  and  destroy 
the  *to wing-path,  and  materially  to  interfere  with  the  navigation. 
The  defendant  alleged  that  he  and  his  predecessors  had  always 
had  the  soil  of  the  towing-path  vested  in  them  and  he  did  not 
admit  that  the  plaintiffs  had  any  easement  over  it;  but  even 
if  they  had  such  an  easement,  they  were  not  entitled  to  the 
exclusive  use  thereof,  and  had  no  authority  to  prevent  the 
towing-path  from  being  used  for  all  lawful  purposes — such  as 
carting  lawful  goods  and  merchandize.  Malins,  Y.-C,  held 
that  the  plaintiffs  were  entitled  by  their  Acts  of  Parliament 
to  the  freehold  of  the  towing-path,  and  granted  an  injunction 
to  restrain  the  defendant  as  prayed.  On  appeal,  the  Lords 
Justices  varied  this  decree,  holding  that  by  the  various  Acts 
of  Parliament  the  plaintiffs  did  not  acquire  the  freehold  of  the 
land  forming  the  towing-path,  which  remained  in  the  original 
owners,  nor  any  easement  over  it,  but  only  the  right  and  the 
duty  to  keep  it  in  a  fit  state  for  the  public  to  use  as  a  towing- 
path  ;  but  that,  by  reason  of  this  right  and  duty,  the  plaintiffs 
were  entitled  to  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendant  from  so 
using  the  towing-path  as  to  interfere  with  its  use  by  the  public 
for  the  purposes  of  navigation. 

Brett,  L.  J.,  says :  "  The  Act  of  Parliament  gives  them  (the 
"  plaintiffs)  no  easement,  the  Act  of  Parliament  gives  them  no 
"  possession,  but  it  gives  them  a  mere  legal  right  of  entry  with- 
"  out  possession,  and  it  imposes  upon  them  the  duty,  as  long  as 
"  they  take  tolls,  to  keep  the  towing-paths  in  such  a  state  that  the 
"  navigation  of  the  canal,  and  the  use  of  the  towing-path  by  the 
"  public,  may  not  be  impeded.  Apply  that  to  the  case  of  the 
* '  towing-path  opposite  to  the  defendant's  land,  and  it  leaves 
*'  him  the  owner  of  that  land.  It  is  not  properly  a  towing-path 
"  opposite  his  land,  but  it  is  a  towing-path  on  his  land,  and  the 
' '  plaintiffs'  only  right  being  to  use  that  towing-path  and  to  keep 
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M  it  in  a  fit  state  for  the  public  to  use  it.  He  has  every  right 
"  over  that  land  which  is  his  own,  other  than  a  right  to  impede 
"  the  navigation.  The  only  prohibition  against  hiin  by  virtue  of 
"  the  Act  is,  that  the  plaintiffs  have  a  right — a  duty  to  see  that 
"  there  is  a  free  towing-path  over  his  land." 

In  the  case  of  Mollis  v.  Goldfinch,1  which  was  an  action  of  H**M*t  v 
trespass  by  the  conservators  of  the  river  Itchen  against  the  *°  '  nct' 
defendant,  the  owner  of  land  adjoining,  for  cutting  trees  on  the 
bank  of  a  channel  made  under  their  Act  (16  it  17  Car.  II.), 
the  Court  held  that  the  defendant  was  not  liable  to  an  action  :  for 
that,  first,  by  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  the  proprietors  of  the 
navigation  did  not  necessarily  acquire  such  an  interest  in  the 
soil  in  a  bank  adjoining  to  and  formed  of  earth  excavated  out  of 
the  new  channel,  as  to  enable  them  to  maintain  trespass ;  and, 
secondly,  that  as  the  purchase  of  the  soil  was  not  necessary  for 
any  of  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  it  was  to  be  inferred  that  no  such 
purchase  had  been  made ;  and,  thirdly,  that  acts  of  ownership  by 
the  proprietors  of  the  navigation  upon  different  parts  of  the  bank 
contiguous  to  the  new  channels,  were  not  admissible  in  evidence 
to  show  that  the  soil  of  the  bank  in  question  belonged  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  navigation. 

In  the  case  of  Bruce  v.  Willis,-  a  canal  company  were  enabled  Bruce  v. 

W'll' 

by  Act  of  Parliament  to  purchase  lands,  paying  full  satisfaction ; 
and  commissioners  were  appointed  to  settle  the  amount  of  satis- 
faction payable  in  each  case,  and  in  certain  cases  to  summon 
juries  to  assess  damages.  Judgments  of  the  commissioners  and 
verdicts  of  the  juries  were  to  be  transmitted  to  the  clerk  of  the 
peace,  and  to  be  deemed  records  of  Sessions.  By  an  inquisition,  a 
jury  assessed  damages  at  thirty  years'  purchase  for  certain  lands 
necessary  for  making  a  cut,  &c,  part  of  the  navigation,  and  an 
annual  payment  was  awarded  for  certain  land  required  for  a  towing- 
path.  The  canal  company  made  a  lock,  canal,  and  towing-path  on 
the  land  aforementioned,  but  no  conveyance  was  ever  executed. 
The  Court  held  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  vested  the  soil  used 
for  these  works  in  the  canal  company  without  a  conveyance. 

There  is  no  common  law  liability  on  the  owner  of  the  bed  No  duty  at 

common  law 

1  1  B.  &  C.  205  ;  25  It.  K.  357  ;  I  L.  J.  Jieg.  v.  Archbishop  of  York,  14  Q.  B.  81  ;    to  cleanse 

(O.  b.).,  K.  B.  94.  Patrick  v.  Beavjort,  6  Ex.  498  ;  Jtobins   rivers. 

*  11  A.&  E.463  ;  9  L.  J.,M.(\  43  ;  It.  v.   Warwick,  2  Biug.  N.  C.  483  ;  42  R. 

v.  Mersey  and  Irwtll  Navigation,  9  B.  k.  R.  642  ;  JJarboroug/i  v.  Shadlow,  7  M.& 

C.  95  ;  32  It.  R.  591  ;  It.  v.  nomas,  9  B.  W.  37  ;  Dimes  v.  brand  Junction  Canal, 

&  C.  114  ;  32  R.  It.  601.     See  Somerset  3  H.  L.  794  ;  Simpson  v.  Staffordshire 

Canal  v.  Hareourt,  2  De  0.  &  J.  596  ;  Water  Co.,  4  De  U.,  J.  &  S.  679. 
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of  a  navigable  river  or  navigation  to  cleanse  it  or  keep  it  free 
of  obstructions,  or  to  compensate  adjoining  owners  for  damage 
done  by  overflow  of  the  water,  even  in  cases  where  tolls  are 
taken  for  navigating  thereon.1  It  would  seem,  moreover,  that  at 
common  law  neither  the  owners  of  the  bed  of  a  navigable  river 
or  navigation,  nor  a  board  of  conservators,  are  bound  to  keep 
the  navigation  open  or  in  a  proper  state  of  repair ;  but  that  so 
long  as  they  choose  to  keep  the  navigation  open  and  to  take  tolls 
for  its  use,  even  where  those  tolls  are  not  for  their  own  profit,  but  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  navigation,  they  are  under  an  obligation 
to  take  reasonable  care  that  persons  using  it  are  exposed  to  no 
undue  danger ; s  where  no  tolls  are  taken,  it  has  been  held  that 
there  is  no  liability  to  repair  or  remove  obstructions.3 

Riparian  owners  on  the  banks  of  tidal  navigable  rivers  have 
similar  rights  and  natural  easements  to  those  which  belong  to  a 
riparian  proprietor  above  the  flow  of  the  tide,  underlying  and 
controlled,  but  not  extinguished  by,  the  public  right  of  navigation.4 
These  rights  do  not  depend  on  the  ownership  of  the  soil  of  the 
stream,  but,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  a  natural  stream,  exist  jure 
naturce,  because  the  land  has  by  nature  the  advantage  of  being 
washed  by  the  stream.  It  is,  of  course,  necessary  for  the 
existence  of  a  riparian  right,  that  the  land  should  be  in  contact 
with  the  flow  of  the  stream ;  but  lateral  contact  is  as  good  jure 
natura  as  vertical.  It  is  true  that  the  bank  of  a  tidal  river,  of 
which  the  foreshore  is  left  bare  at  low  water,  is  not  always  in  con- 
tact with  the  flow  of  the  stream,  buy  t  is  in  such  contact  for  a  great 
part  of  every  day  in  the  ordinary  and  regular  course  of  nature, 
which  is  amply  sufficient  foundation  for  a  natural  riparian  right.4 

The  various  rights  of  riparian  owners  will  be  treated  of  fully 
in  another  chapter,5  and  it  may  suffice  to  say  that  the  owner  of 
the  bed  of  a  natural  stream  has  the  right  to  have  the  water  of 
the  stream  come  to  him  in  its  natural  state  in  flow,  quantity  and 
quality,  and  go  from  him  without  obstruction,  as  a  right  incident 
to  his  property,  which  in  no  way  depends  on  prescription  or  the 


1  Hodgson  v.  Mayor  of  York,  28  L.  T., 
N.  S.  886  ;  Cracknell  v.  Thetford,  L.  R., 
4  C.  P.  029  ;  38  L.  J.,  C.  P.  353  ;  Parrett 
JVtt ligation  v.  Robins,  10  M.  &  W.  593  ; 
12  L.  J.,  Ex.  81 ;  Bridge's  case,  10  Rep. 
33. 

2  Mersey  Docks  v.  Gibb,  L.  R.,  1  H.  L. 
93  ;  Partuiby  v.  Lancaster  Canal,  11  A. 
&  E.  223  ;  Winch  v.  Conservators  of 
T/iamcs,   L.  R.,  9  C.  P.  378  ;     L.    R., 


7   C.  P.  456;   Manby  v.  St.  Helens,  2 
H.  &  N.  840 ;  27  L.  J.,  Ex.  159. 

3  Forbes  v.  Lee  Conservancy,  4  Ex. 
Div.  116;  48  L.  J.,  Ex.  402. 

4  Lyon  v.  Fishmongers'  Co.,  1  App.  C. 
662  ;  jYorth  Shore  Rail.  Co.  v.  Pion,  14 
App.  Cas.  612  ;  A.-G.  v.  Wemyss,3  App. 
Cas.  192,  P.  C. ;  Ham  el  in  v.  Banner  man, 
(1895)  App.  Cas.  237. 

*  See  j«Mrf,  Chap.  II T. 
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presumed  grant  of  his  neighbours.1  He  is  entitled  to  have  the 
water  flow  to  him  in  its  natural  state,  so  far  as  that  is  a  benefit 
to  him,  and  is  bound  to  submit  to  receive  it,  so  far  as  it  is  a 
nuisance  to  him.3  He  is  entitled,  by  having  a  right  of  access  to 
it,  to  the  reasonable  use  of  the  water  for  his  domestic  purposes, 
and  for  his  cattle ;  and  also  he  may  dam  it  up  for  a  mill  or  divert 
it  for  irrigation,  provided  he  does  not  interfere  with  the  rights 
of  other  riparian  proprietors,  either  above  or  below  him.3 

The  most  important  right,  however,  belonging  to  an  owner  on  Right  of 
the  banks  of  a  navigable  river  is  the  right  of  access  from  his  land  acces>* 
to  the  river,  for  the  purposes  of  exercising  the  public  right  of  navi- 
gation ;  and  it  may  be  well  here  to  consider  this  right  more  fully. 
A  public  navigable  river  is  a  public  highway ;  and  where  there 
is  a  public  highway,  the  owners  of  land  bounded  by  it  have  a 
right  to  go  on  the  highway  from  any  spot  on  their  own  land.4 
"  Unquestionably,"  says  Lord  Cairns,  "  the  owner  of  a  wharf  on 
"  the  bank  of  a  public  navigable  river  has,  like  every  other 
"  subject  of  the  realm,  the  right  of  navigating  the  river  as  one 
"  of  the  public.  This,  however,  is  not  a  right  coming  to  him 
"  qua  owner  or  occupier  of  any  lands  on  the  bank,  nor  is  it  a 
"  right  which,  per  set  he  enjoys  in  a  manner  different  from  any 
"  other  member  of  the  public.  But  where  the  right  of  navigation 
"  is  connected  with  an  exclusive  right  of  access  to  and  from  a 
"particular  wharf,  it  assumes  a  very  different  character.  It 
"  ceases  to  be  a  right  held  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  public, 
"  and  it  becomes  a  form  of  enjoyment  of  the  land,  and  of  the 
"river  in  connection  with  the  land,  the  disturbance  of  which 
"  may  be  vindicated  in  damages  or  restrained  by  an  injunction."5 
In  the  above  case  of  Lyon  v.  Fishmongers*  Co.,  a  suit  was 
brought  by  the  appellant,  the  owner  of  a  wharf  on  the  Thames. 
The  river  bounded  this  wharf  on  the  south,  and  a  creek  of  the 
river  on  the  west.  The  defendants  owned  a  wharf  at  the  bottom 
of  this  creek.  The  plaintiffs  had  from  time  immemorial  a  right 
of  access  to  their  wharf  from  both  the  main  river  and  the  creek. 
In  1857,  the  Thames  Conservancy  Act  enabled  the  Conservators 

1  Chttsenurre  y.  Richards,  7  H.L.  382,  *  Miner  v.  Qihnmir,  12  Moo.  P    C. 

cited  by  Cairns,  L.  C,  in  Lyon  v.  Fish-  181  ;  3  L.  T.  98. 

mongers'  Co., supra;  Booth  v.  Matte",  15  *  Blackburn,  J.,  in  Marshall  v.  Ulles- 

App.  Cas.  188  ;  62  L.  T.  198  ;  59  L.  J.,  water,  L.  R.,  7  Q.  B.  116  ;  see  ante.  p.  41. 

P.  C.  91.  *  ~      ------           -  f 

1  Per    Blackburn,   J.,   in    Motion    v. 
Shrewsbury  Ely.,  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  582  ;  40      J.,  Ch.  68  ;   35  L.  T.  569. 
L.  J.,  Q.  B.  293  ;  25  L.  T.  239. 


b  Per  Lord  Cairns,  L.  C,  in  Lyon  v. 
Fish  Mongers'  Co.,  1  A  pp.  C.  662;  45  L. 
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of  the  Thames  to  grant  to  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  fronting 
the  Thames  a  right  to  make  quays,  embankments,  &c,  in  front 
of  their  land  on  payment  of  fair  consideration.  The  respondents 
obtained  in  1872  a  licence  to  make  an  embankment  in  front  of 
their  wharf,  which  had  the  effect  of  entirely  displacing  the 
water  from  the  above-mentioned  creek,  and  so  put  an  end  to  the 
use  which  had  always  been  made  by  the  occupants  of  appellants* 
premises.  The  appellant  filed  a  bill  to  restrain  the  respondents 
from  constructing  these  works,  or  obstructing  appellant's  right  of 
access.  Malins,  V.-C,  granted  the  injunction  prayed  for,  but  the 
Lords  Justices  reversed  this  decree ;  on  appeal,  the  House  of 
Lords  reversed  the  judgment  of  the  Lords  Justices,  and  confirmed 
the  decree  of  Malins,  V.-C,  holding  that  though  the  licence  of 
the  conservators  might  be  a  justification  so  far  as  the  public 
right  of  navigation  was  concerned,  it  would  not  authorize  a 
licensee,  being  a  riparian  owner,  to  embank  in  front  of  his  land, 
so  as  to  injuriously  affect  the  land  of  another  riparian  owner  by 
interfering  with  his  right  of  access  to  and  from  it.  "  The  taking 
"  away  of  river  frontage  of  a  wharf,  or  the  raising  of  an  impedi- 
"  ment  along  the  frontage,  interrupting  the  access  between  the 
" wharf  and  the  river,  may,"  says  Lord  Cairns,  L.  C,  "be  an 
"  injury  to  the  public  right  of  navigation,  but  it  is  not  the  less 
"  an  injury  to  the  owner  of  the  wharf,  which,  in  the  absence  of 
"  any  parliamentary  authority,  would  be  compensated  by  damages, 
"  or  altogether  prevented."1 

The  right  of  access  to  a  navigable  river  is,  therefore,  a  right  of 
property  distinct  from  the  public  right  of  navigation,  an  injury 
to  which  is  actionable  without  proof  of  special  damage.  Thus,  in 
Rose  v.  Groves,2  where  the  plaintiff,  a  riparian  owner,  had  a 
public-house  on  the  Thames,  and  complained  that  the  access  to 
and  from  the  river  was  obstructed  by  the  defendant  wrongfully 
and  maliciously  placing  and  keeping  timber  in  the  river,  so  as  to 
drift  opposite  the  plaintiff's  house  ;  the  Court  held,  that,  as  this 
was  an  injury  to  a  private  right,  no  proof  of  special  damage,  such 
as  loss  of  custom,  was  necessary  to  support  the  action;  and  that 
it  was  not  a  question  for  the  jury,  whether  the  plaintiff  had  sus- 
tained special  damage,  for  the  injury  complained  of  was  not  a 


»  1  App.  0.  662  ;  45  L.  J.,  Ch.  68  :  35 
L.  T.  569.  See  also  Nutter  h  Ontnties  Itly. 
v.  Darling,  5  C.  BM  N.  S.  821  :  28  L.  J., 
C.  P.  202. 

2  5  M.  &  G.  613  ;  Dobson  v.  Bhiek- 
mitre,  9  Q.  B.  991  ;  16  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  233. 


See  also  Wilkes  v.  Hungerford,  2  New 
Cases,  281  ;  2  Scott,  440 ;  Irewn  v.  Xfttore, 
cited  in  Chi  ch  enter  v.  Let hb  ridge,  WiUesj 
74  ;  Herbert  v.  Groves,  1  Esp.  N.  P.  C. 
148  ;  Fitievx  v.  Iforeden,  Cro.  Eliz.664 
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public  one  to  the  navigation,  but  a  private  one  to  the  right  of 
access. 

A  count  by  owner  of  a  messuage  abutting  on  a  navigable  river, 
stating  that  defendant  fixed  barges,  planks,  &c.  near  the  messuage, 
and  hindered  the  plaintiff  in  the  free  use  of  the  river,  is  good,  as 
sufficiently  showing  a  particular  injury;  for  even  if  the  jury 
negative  actual  damage,  plaintiff  must  have  judgment.  But  a 
count  stating  plaintiff  to  be  reversioner  is  bad,  while  it  does  not 
show  a  permanent  injury  to  the  reversion.1 

In  a  late  case  in  the  Privy  Council,  on  appeal  from  the  Courts 
in  Canada,  it  was  urged  that,  on  the  authority  of  Lyon  v.  Fish- 
mongers Co.,  every  riparian  proprietor  as  such  has,  beyond  his 
right  as  one  of  the  public,  a  right  to  use  a  navigable  river  in  a 
free  and  uninterrupted  manner,  so  that  any  obstruction  placed 
in  it  would  be  an  invasion  of  a  private  right  for  which  an  action 
would  lie  without  proof  of  special  damage.  Their  Lordships,  how- 
ever, were  of  opinion  that  this  decision  could  not  be  pressed  to  such 
an  extent ;  but  that  it  would  be  a  question  of  fact  to  be  determined 
bv  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  whether  an  obstruction  amounts 
to  an  interference  with  the  right  of  access  to  the  river  frontage.3 

Thus  in  Booth  v.  Ratte*  which  was  an  appeal  from  the  Courts 
of  Canada,  it  was  held  by  the  Privy  Council  that  the  owner  of 
a  floating  boathouse  and  wharf  on  the  navigable  river  Ottawa, 
who  was  also  a  riparian  owner,  had  a  right  to  maintain  an  action 
for  damages  for  any  unauthorized  interference  with  the  flow  and 
purity  of  the  stream  caused  by  the  refuse  from  sawmills  which 
collected  in  front  of  his  wharf  and  boathouse  so  as  to  create  an 
obstruction  and  nuisance. 

In  North  Shore  Ely.  v.  Pion*  which  was  an  appeal  from  the 
Courts  of  Lower  Canada,  it  was  held  by  the  Privy  Council  that, 
where  a  railway  company  had  made  a  railway  upon  the  fore- 
shore of  a  tidal  navigable  river,  cutting  off  the  respondent's 
access  to  the  water  except  through  openings  left  in  their 
embankment,  by  the  French  law  prevailing  in  Lower  Canada 
the  respondents,  as  riparian  owners,  had  the  same  rights  of 
access  and  sortie  as  they  would  have  had  if  the  river  had  not 
been  navigable,  and  that  the  above  obstruction  to  such  rights 

i  Dobson  v.  Blaiknwre,  9  Q.  B.  991  ;  L.  T.,  N.  S.  45.  • 

16  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  233.  a  15  App.  Cas.  188  ;  62  L.  T.  198  ;  59 

'  See  further  as  to  law  of  Canada,  L.  J.,  P.  C.  91  ;    38  W.  It.  737,  P.  C. 

Mayor  of   Montreal   v.   Dm  rum  and,    1  (1899). 

App.   C.   384;    35   L.   T.,  N.   8.   106  ;  4  14  App.  Cas.  612.     See  also  A.-G.  v. 

Brown  v.  Gregg,  2  Moo.  P.  C.  341  ;  10  Wemyu,  3  App.  Cas.  192.  P.  C. 
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without  parliamentary  authority  was  an  actionable  wrong.  The 
Court  also  laid  down  generally  that  there  is  no  distinction  in 
principle  between  riparian  rights  on  the  banks  of  navigable 
or  tidal  and  those  of  non-navigable  rivers.  In  the  former  case, 
however,  there  must  be  no  interference  with  the  public  right 
of  navigation,  but  in  order  to  give  rise  to  riparian  rights  the 
land  must  be  in  actual  daily  contact  with  the  stream  laterally 
or  vertically.  They  also  followed  Lyon  v.  Fishmongers'  Co.} 
and  held  it  to  be  applicable  to  every  country  in  which  the  same 
general  law  of  riparian  rights  prevails,  unless  excluded  by  some 
positive  rule  or  binding  authority  of  the  lex  loci. 
Compensation  The  right  of  access  is,  moreover,  a  portion  of  the  valuable 
unde^sfc^  enjoyment  of  land  on  the  banks;  any  works  which  take  it  away 
Vict.  c.  18.  have  been  held  to  be  an  "  injuriously  affecting  of  the  land," 
so  as  to  give  a  right  to  compensation  under  the  Lands  Clauses 
Consolidation  Act.2  In  the  case  of  Duke  of  Buccleuch  v.  Metro- 
politan  Board  of  Works?  compensation  was  given  for  the  loss  of 
the  use  of  a  causeway  over  the  bed  of  the  Thames,  giving  access 
to  the  river  at  low  water  from  appellant's  garden ;  and  in  The 
Metrojwlitan  Board  of  Works  v.  McCarthy,4  appellant  was  held 
entitled  to  compensation  for  loss  of  access  from  his  house  to  a 
dock  which  was  open  to  the  public.6  The  claim  in  these  cases 
was  founded  on  an  injury  to  an  interest  in  land,  whereby  the 
land  was  rendered  less  valuable  ;  and,  therefore,  where  an  occu- 
pier of  premises  had  been  used  to  draw  water  from  the  river 
and  to  use  a  public  drawdock  merely  as  public  rights,  and  not  as 
rights  connected  with  his  premises,  it  was  held  that  he  could  not 
recover  for  an  interference  with  Buch  rights.6 

1  1  App.  C.  662.  but  having  regard  to  the  provisions  of 

3  See  Plimmer  v.  Wellington  {Mayor  that  Act,  and  of  the  various  Acts 
of\  9  App.  Cas.  699,  714.  incorporated    therewith,    his    right    to 

*  L.  R.,  5  H.  L.  418  ;  42  L.  J.,  C.  P,  compensation  arises  when  his  damage 

385  ;  37  L.  T.  1 82.  is  completed,  and  his  remedy  is  under 

4  L.  R.,  7  H.  L.  243  ;  23  L.  J.,C  .P.  385 ;  sect.  68  of  the  Land  Clauses  Act,  1845, 
37  L.  T.  182.  A  wharf  owner,  who  has  or  by  arbitration  alone  :  Macey  v. 
not  any  special  easement  or  privilege  Metropolitan  Board  of  Work*,  33  L.  J., 
over  the  bed  or  soil  of  the  river,  but  only  Ch.  377  ;  10  L.  T.  66. 

the  common  right  of  passage  to  his  pro-  *  L.  11.,  7  H.  L.  243.    In  the  above- 

perty,ha8  neither  an  easement  over  nor  a  cited   case   of    North    S/wre    Ply.   v. 

right    in  "  land"  within  the  enlarged  Pion,  it  was    further    held    that    the 

definition  given  to  that  word  by  sect.  Quebec    Railway    Consolidation    Act, 

4  of  the  Thames  Embankment  Act,  1862  s.  9,  gave   no  authority  to   a   railway 

(25  &  26  Vict.  c.  93).  company  to  exercise  its  powers  in  such 

A  person  so  situated,  therefore,  whose  a  manner  as  to  inflict  substantial  damage 

land  is  not  taken,  but  whose  right  of  upon  land  not  taken,  without  com  pen - 

passage  is  injuriously  affected  by  the  sation.   Sec  also,  on  this  point,  Corpora- 

works  authorized  by  the  25  &  26  Vict.  turn  of  Parkdale  v '.  West,  12  App.  Cas. 

c.  93,   has   no    right    to  compensation  602. 
before  those  works  are  proceeded  with  ;  6  Peg.   v.    Metropolitan    Board    of 
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In  the  case  of  A.-G.  v.  Conservators  of  the  Thames}  the 
obstruction  was  held  to  be,  if  an  obstruction  at  all,  an  obstruc- 
tion to  the  navigation,  and  not  to  the  public  right  of  access.  In 
a  late  case  the  Master  of  the  Bolls  has  held  that  a  riparian 
owner  has  a  right  to  moor  a  vessel  of  ordinary  size  alongside 
his  wharf  for  the  purposes  of  loading  and  unloading  at  reason- 
able times,  and  for  a  reasonable  time ;  and  that  the  Court  will 
restrain  by  injunction  the  owner  of  adjoining  premises  from 
interfering  with  the  access  of  such  vessel,  even  though  the  vessel 
may  overlap  his  premises;  but  that  such  vessel  would  not  be 
allowed  to  interfere  with  the  proper  right  of  access  to  the  neigh- 
bouring premises,  if  used  as  a  wharf,  nor  to  the  free  entrance 
to  or  exit  from  such  premises,  if  used  as  a  dock  by  other  vessels.2 

It  would  appear  that,  as  a  necessary  incident  to  the  right  of  Right  to  land 
access,  there  must  be  the  right  of  landing  and  of  passing  over  ^horeasinci- 
the  shore  at  all  states  of  the  tide  for  that  purpose,  even  when  d.ei?t  t0  the 
such  shore  is  private  property.3     Thus  in  A.-G.  v.  Wemyss*  it  access, 
was  laid  down  by  the  Judicial  Committee  that  the  owner  of  a 
tenement  adjoining  the  foreshore  of  the  sea  has  the  same  rights 
of  access  to  the  sea  as  a  riparian  owner  on  a  tidal  river,  and  that 
the  right  of  the  owner  of  the  foreshore  is  subject  to  the  obligation 
of  allowing  the  owner  or  occupier  of  land  adjoining  the  sea  free 
access  or  egress  to  and  from  the  sea  from  and  to  his  land,  and  to 
beach,  land  and  haul  up  boats  upon  the  shore.5 

In  the  case  of  Marshall  v.  Ulleswater  Co.6  it  was  held  that 
persons  having  a  right  to  navigate  on  a  navigable  lake  were 
entitled  to  pass  over  a  pier  belonging  to  plaintiff,  the  owner  of 
the  soil  of  the  bed  of  the  lake,  which  had  been  wrongfully  erected 
on  the  soil  of  the  lake  by  a  third  party,  but  was  maintained  by 
plaintiff,  and  which  prevented  persons  having  a  right  of  access 


Works,  L.  R.,  4  Q.  B.  358.  See  Beckett 
t.  Metropolitan  Board  of  Work*,  L.  R., 
3C.  P.  82;  17  L.  T.,  N.  S.  499. 

1  1  Hem.  &  M.  1.  See  also  Kearns  v. 
Cordioaineri  Co.,  6  C.  B.f  N.  S.  388  ;  28 
L.  J.t  C.  P.  285. 

2  Original  Hartlepool  Colliersv.  Qilib, 
8  Ch.  Div.  713. 

*  "Independently  of  authorities,  it 
''appears  to  me  quite  clear  that  the 
right  of  a  man  to  step  from  his  own 
land  on  to  a  highway  is  something 
"quite  different  from  the  public  right 
"of  using  the  highway.  The  public 
"  have  no  right  to  step  on  to  the  land  of 
"  a  private  proprietor  adjoining  the  road. 
"  And  though  it  is  easy  to  suggest  meta- 

L.W. 


it 


k 


"  physical  difficulties  when  an  attempt 
"is  made  to  define  the  private  as  dis- 
**  tinguished  from  the  public  right,  or  to 
"  explain  how  the  one  could  be  infringed 
"without  at  the  same  time  interfering 
"  with  the  other,  this  does  not  alter  the 
"character  of  the  right."  Per  Wood, 
V.-C,  in  A .-  G.  v.  O/nser rotors  of  Thames, 
1  Hem.  &  M.  1.  As  to  this  see  more 
fully  ante,  p.  40. 

«  3  App.  Cas.  192.  See  also  North 
Shore  lily.  v.  Pion,  14  App.  Cas.  612. 

5  See  also  on  this  last  point,  remarks 
of  Lindley,  L.  J.,  in  Uindson  v.  Ashhy, 
(1896)  2  Ch.  1,  at  p.  9  ;  and  A.-G.  v. 
Wright,  (1897)  2  Q.  B.  318. 

8  L.  B.,  7  Q.  B.  166. 
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Public  right 
of  fishery. 


Several 
fishery. 


from  coming  down  to  the  brink  of  the  lake  for  the  purposes  of 
going  on  it  to  exercise  the  public  right  of  navigation.1 

It  must,  however,  be  clearly  understood  that  this  right  of 
access  and  of  landing  is  strictly  a  right  of  property  in  the 
riparian  owner,  and  in  no  way  extends  to  the  public  who  navi- 
gate the  river.  The  public  have  all  such  rights  as  with  relation 
to  the  circumstances  of  each  river  are  necessary  for  the  con- 
venient passage  of  vessels,  such  as  stopping  for  a  reasonable 
time  to  unload,  grounding  and  anchoring,  and  of  fixing  moorings 
in  the  foreshore,  but  it  has  been  held  that  they  have  no  right  of 
landing  on  the  banks,  or  of  drawing  up  or  leaving  fishing  boats 
above  high  water  mark,  apart  from  exceptional  circumstances 
such  as  stress  of  weather.8 

The  right  of  fishery8  in  estuaries  and  arms  of  the  sea,  and  in 
navigable  tidal  rivers,  so  far  as  the  tide  flows  and  reflows,  is 
prima  facie  common  to  all  the  subjects  of  the  realm.4  It  seems 
somewhat  doubtful  whether  this  right  is  to  be  considered  as 
belonging  to  the  public  of  common  right,  or  whether  they  derive 
it  from  the  Crown  as  owner  of  the  bed  and  soil  of  tidal  waters.6 
This  public  right  cannot  exist  at  law  in  non-tidal  waters,  even 
though  navigable,  the  right  of  navigation  giving  no  right  to 
fish.6  The  right  of  fishing  includes  the  right  to  take  shellfish,7 
and  may  be  carried  on  by  lawful  nets.8 

Though  the  right  of  fishing  in  tidal  waters  is  primd  facie  in 
the  public,  yet  the  right  to  exclude  the  public  therefrom  and  to 
create  a  several  and  exclusive  fishery  existed  in  the  Crown,  and 
might  lawfully  have  been  exercised  by  the  Crown  before  Magna 
Charta.9  The  Crown  cannot  now  exclude  the  public  or  create  a 
several  fishery,10  and  therefore  all  claims  to  a  several  fishery  in 
a  tidal  river  must  now  be  supported  by  proof  of  a  grant  or  by 


1  See  Eastern  Counties  Bly.  v.  Dor~ 
ling,  5  C.  B.,  N.  S.  821  ;  28  L.  J.,  C.  P. 
202. 

*  llehester  v.  Bashleigh,  5  T.  L.  R. 
739  ;  61  L.  T.  477  ;  38  W.  R.  104,  and 
cases  on  p.  46,  ante. 

3  See  pout,  Chap.  VI. 

4  Malcolmson  v.  (TDea,  10  H.  L.  598  ; 
9  L.  T.  93;  Crichton  v.  (\dley,  19 
W.  R.  167  ;  Carter  v.  Mnrcott,  4  Burr. 
2163  ;  Fitzwalter's  case,  1  Mod.  106. 

6  See  Woolrych  on  Waters,  p.  76  ; 
Mayor  of  Carlisle  v.  Graham,  L.  R.,  4 
Ex.  361  ;  Murphy  v.  Ryan,  Ir.  R.,  2 
C.  L.  143.  Quare,  whether  the  Crown 
ever  could  have  as  part  of  its  prerogative 
an  exclusive  right  of  fishery  in  a  non- 


tidal  river  flowing  over  the  soil  of  a 
subject  :  Devonshire  v.  Pattinson,  20 
Q.  B.  D.  263  ;  57  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  189  ;  58 
L.  T.  392. 

6  Murphy  v.  Ryan,  supra  ;  Musset  v. 
Burch,  35  L.  T.,  N.  S.  486  ;  Hargreate* 
v.  D'rddams,  L.  R.,  10  Q.  B.  687  ;  Pearce 
v.  Seotcher,  9  Q.  B.  D.  162  :  Smith  v. 
Andreios,  (1891)  2  Ch.  678  :  Hindson  v. 
Ashby.  (1896)  2  Ch.  1. 

7  Bagot  v.  Orr,  2  Bos.  &  Pull.  472  ;  5 
R.  R.  668. 

8  Warren  v.  Mathews,  6  Mod.  73. 

•  Malcolmson  v.  (TDea.  10  H.  L.  593  ; 
9  L.  T.  93. 

10  Warren  v.  Mathews,  supra. 
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immemorial  custom  or  prescription,  such  as  will  raise  the 
presumption  of  such  a  grant,  and  from  which  such  a  grant  will 
be  inferred,  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  to  show  that  its  origin 
was  modern.1 

A  several  fishery  in  a  public  navigable  river  is  subject  to  the 
public  right  of  navigation,  and  a  grantee  takes  subject  to  this 
right,  and  cannot  make  any  claim  or  demand,  even  if  expressly 
granted  to  him,  which  in  any  way  interferes  with  this  right.3 

The  right  of  the  Grown  to  exclude  the  public  from  their 
common  right  of  fishing,  and  to  create  a  several  exclusive  fishery 
in  a  subject  was  formerly  a  part  of  the  royal  prerogative  ;  and 
although  this  right  is  said  in  the  cases  above  cited  to  arise  from 
the  ownership  of  the  Crown  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  yet  such  a 
fishery  may  exist  in  a  subject,  apart  from  the  ownership  of  the 
soil  of  the  bed,  as  an  incorporeal  hereditament.3  As  the  two 
rights  are  thus  divisible,  it  would  appear  that  the  grant  of  a 
portion  of  the  soil  of  the  bed  of  a  tidal  river  will  not  necessarily 
pass  a  several  fishery  in  the  part  granted,  though  it  may  do  so, 
if  the  words  of  the  grant  admit  of  such  a  construction  ;4  and 
further  that  the  grant  of  a  several  fishery  in  a  tidal  river  will 
*  not  necessarily  pass  a  right  to  the  soil,  though  it  is  primd  facie 
evidence  that  the  soil  was  intended  to  be  passed.5 

Private  Rivers  and  Streams. 

All  rivers  and  streams  above  the  flow  and  reflow  of  the  tide  Definition. 
are  primd  facie  private,  though  many  have  become  by  imme- 
morial user  or  by  Act  of  Parliament  subject  to  the  public  rights 
of  navigation.  Where  a  river  has  by  immemorial  user  or  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  which  does  not  expressly  affect  the  rights  of 
the  soil,  become  subject  to  the  public  right  of  navigation,  none 
of  the  incidents  attaching  to  a  navigable  river  up  to  the  flow  and 
reflow  of  the  tide  can  properly  attach.6  The  right  of  navigation 
gives  no  right  of  property,7  nor  of  fishing.8 

1  Edgar  v.  Com  missioners  of  Fisheries,  Somerset  v.  Fog  well,  supra ;  29  R.  R.  449. 
28  L.  T.,  N.  S.  732.  As  to  Fishery,  see  poxt.  Chap.  VI. 

2  Ganitv.Free  FUher*  of  WhitstahU,  •  Murphy  v.  Rym,  lr.  R.,  2  C.  L. 
11  H.  L.  192  ;  35  L.  J.,  C.  P.  29;  12  148  ;  M  unset  v.  Bureh,  33  L.  T.,  N.  S. 
L.  T.  150.  486  ;  Hargreares  v.  I)  id  dam*,  L.  R.,  10 

3  DuJte  of  &*mer*et  v.  Fogxocll,  5  Q.  B.  582  ;  44  L.  J.,  M.  C.  178  ;  32  L.  T. 
B.  &  C.  884  ;  29  It.  R.  449.  600. 

4  SrrottoH  v.  Brown.  4  B.  &  C.  485  ;  7  Orr  Etving  v.  Colquhvun,  2  App.  C. 
28  R.  R. 344  :  R.  v.  Ellis,  1  M.&  S.  652  ;  839. 

Graif  v.  Bond,  5  Moo.  527  :  23  R.  R.  530.  8  Hargreares  v.  Diddams,  L.  R.,  10 

*  A.-G.  v.  Emerxon,  (1891)  App.  Cas.  Q.   B.  582  ;  Hindson  v.  Ashby,  (1896) 

649  ;  Ilindwn  y.  A*hby,  (1896)  2  Oh.  1,  2  Ch.  1. 
per  Li  ml  ley,   L.  J.,  at  p.  9  ;  Duke  of 
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Ownership  of 
soil  of  bed. 


When  the  lands  of  two  conterminous  proprietors  are  separated 
from  each  other  by  a  running  non-tidal  stream  of  water,  each 
proprietor  is  jmrnd  facie  owner  of  the  soil  of  the  alveus,  or  bed  of 
the  river,  ad  medium  filum  aqiue.  The  soil  of  the  alveus  is  not 
the  common  property  of  the  two  proprietors,  but  the  share  of 
each  belongs  to  him  in  severalty,  so  that  if  from  any  cause  the 
course  of  the  stream  should  be  permanently  diverted  the  pro- 
prietors on  either  side  of  the  old  channel  would  have  a  right  to 
use  the  soil  of  the  alveus,  each  of  them  up  to  what  was  the  medium 
filum  aqua,  in  the  same  way  as  they  were  entitled  to  the  adjoining 
land.1  Where  the  same  person  is  the  proprietor  of  the  ground 
on  both  sides  of  the  stream,  he  is  prima  facie  the  proprietor  of 
the  whole  of  the  channel.2  This  presumption  is  liable  to  be 
rebutted,  but  if  not  rebutted  it  is  the  legal  presumption.8 

The  presumption  that,  by  a  conveyance  describing  the  land 
thereby  conveyed  as  bounded  by  a  river,  it  is  intended  that  the 
bed  of  the  river,  usque  ad  medium  filum,  should  pass,  may  be 
rebutted  by  proof  of  surrounding  circumstances  in  relation  to 
the  property  in  question,  which  negative  the  possibility  of  such 
having  been  the  intention.4 

The  more  than  ordinary  breadth  of  a  river  does  not  prevent  a 
conveyance  of  premises  therein  described  as  bounded  by  the 
river  from  operating  to  convey  the  portion  of  the  bed  and  soil  of 
the  river  abutting  thereon  up  to  mid-stream ;  and  therefore  a 
conveyance  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  the 
banks  of  a  river  was  held  to  convey  also  ten  acres  of  the  bed  of 
the  river,  although  the  estimate  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  was  satisfied  by  the  contents  of  the  land,  exclusive  of  the 
bed  of  the  river.5  A  grant  by  the  Crown  of  land  bounded  by  a 
non-navigable  creek  has  been  held  to  pass  the  soil  of  the  creek 
ad  medium  filum  aqxue,  as  the  description  of  the  boundaries  in 
the  grant  did  not  exclude  from  it  that  portion  of  the  creek 
which  by  the  general  presumption  of  the  law  would  go  along 
with  the  ownership  of  the  land  on  the  banks  of  it.6 


1  Birhett  v.  Morris,  L.  R.,  1  Sc.  App. 
47  ;  Wishart  v.  Uyllie,  1  McQ.,  H.  L. 
889  ;  Carter  v.  Mvrcott,  4  Burr.  2162  ; 
Beg.  v.  Inhabitants  of  Landvlph,  1  Moo. 
&  R.  393  ;  42  R.  R.  812  ;  B.  v.  Wharton, 
12  Mod.  510  ;  Eddleston  v.  Crossley,  18 
L.T.15. 

J  Sec  Orr  Ewing  v.  Colquhmm,  2  App. 
C.  856. 

3  Sec    Devonshire    v.    Pattinson^    20 


Q.  B.  D.  263  :  57  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  189  ;  58 
L.  T.  392, /mrf',  Chap.  VI. 

4  Dcroffsh  ire  (Dukr  of)  v.  Pattinson, 
20  Q.  B.  D.  263  ;  57  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  189  ; 
58  L.  T.  392  :  52  J.  P.  276  (C.  A.).  See 
also  Erkroyd  v.  Qntltard,  (1898)  2  Ch. 
358 ;  67  L.  J.,  Ch.  458 ;  78  L.  T.  702 
(C.  A.). 

*  Divyer  v.  Rich,  Ir.  R.,  4  C.  L.  424. 

•  Lord  v.   Commissioners  of  Sydney, 
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Though  the  presumption  that  a  grant  of  land  described  as 
bounded  by  an  inland  river  passes  the  adjoining  half  of  the 
bed  of  the  river  may  be  rebutted  by  circumstances  which  show 
that  the  parties  must  have  intended  it  not  to  pass,  it  will 
not  be  rebutted  because  subsequent  circumstances,  not  contem- 
plated at  the  time  of  the  grant,  show  it  to  have  been  very  disad- 
vantageous to  the  grantor  to  have  parted  with  the  half  bed,  and 
if  contemplated  would  probably  have  induced  him  to  reserve 
it ;  nor  is  the  presumption  excluded  by  the  fact  that  the  grantor 
was  owner  of  both  banks  of  the  river.1 

Whether  a  river  running  along  waste  of  a  manor  is  waste  is  a 
question  of  fact.  An  Act  for  enclosing  moors,  commons,  and 
waste  grounds  of  a  manor  does  not  apply  to  the  bed  of  a  river 
which  is  proved  not  to  be  waste  of  the  manor  but  freehold  of  the 
land  and  not  subject  to  any  commonable  rights.  Therefore  an 
award  under  the  Act  of  waste  bordering  on  the  river  does  not 
carry  with  it  the  bed  of  the  river  ad  medium  filunu* 

In  the  case  of  Tilbury  v.  Silva*  it  was  held  by  Kay,  J.,  affirmed 
by  the  Court  of  Appeal,  that  the  presumption  that  under  a  grant  of 
land  on  the  bank  of  a  river  the  soil  ad  medium  Jilum  aqua  passes 
to  the  grantor  holds  good  in  copyhold  as  well  as  freehold  grants. 

When  a  stream  changes  its  course  by  slow  and  imperceptible  when  a  rirer 
steps,  the  riparian  owners  are  obliged  to  accept  the  consequent  ck*11^  it8 
alteration  in  their  boundaries ;  but  when  the  shifting  is  sudden 
and  well  marked,  the  original  medium  Jilum  continues  to  be  the 
border  line,  and  the  stream  so  faf  passes  entirely  within  the 
land  of  the  one  proprietor.4  Land,  therefore,  gained  gradually 
and  imperceptibly  from  a  stream  belongs  by  accretion  to  the 
owner  of  the  adjoining  soil,  who  must  also  bear  gradual  and 
imperceptible  loss  from  the  same  cause.5  Where  by  long 
continued  natural  accretion  of  gravel  the  bed  of  a  river  and 
consequently  the  flow  of  water  have  become  permanently  altered, 
it  is  not  within  the  rights  of  a  riparian  owner,  by  removing  the 
accretion,  to  restore  the  flow  of  the  water  to  its  former  state  as 
to  velocity  and  direction.6 

12  Moo.,  P.  C.  473  ;  3  L.  T.  1.    See  also  s  45  Ch.  D.  98  ;  62  L.  T.  254. 

Crouley  v.  LightowUr,  L.  R.,  3  Eq.  279.  *  Phear,  Rights  of  Water.  12  ;  Mayor 

1  Micklethwait    v.     Newlay    Bridge  of  Carlisle  v.  Graham,  L.  R.,  4  Ex.  361 ; 

Company,   33    Ch.    D.    133.     See  also  Ford  v.  Lacy,  7H.&N.  151. 

Berridge  v.  Ward,  10  C.  B.,  N.  S.  400 ;  •  See  ante,  pp.  69  et  teq. 

Leigh  v.  Jack,  5  Ex.  D.  264.  •  Whither*  v.  Purchase,  60  L.  T.  819. 

*  Eckroyd  v.  Coultard,  (1898)  2  Ch.  See  also  Hiiidson  v.  Anhby,  (1896)   2 

258  ;  67  L.  J.,  Ch.  458  ;  78  L.  T.  702  Ch.  1,  and  cases  aide,  on  pp.  69  et  *eq. 
(C.  A.). 
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Where,  however,  a  river  suddenly  changes  its  course,  the 
property  remains  as  before,  according  to  the  former  bounds.1 

"Where  a  river  had  formerly  flowed  wholly  within  the  lands  of 
one  proprietor,  and  by  gradual  and  imperceptible  degrees  wore 
away  its  banks,  and  approached  and  eventually  encroached  upon 
the  land  of  the  defendant,  a  proprietor  adjoining,  it  was  held 
that  as  the  former  proprietor  originally  owned  the  whole  of  the 
bed,  he  had  not  lost  his  property  in  it  by  the  gradual  change  of 
the  course  of  the  river,  and  could  maintain  an  action  of  trespass 
against  the  defendant  for  fishing  on  a  strip  of  the  bed  which 
before  the  encroachment  had  been  his  (defendant's)  property.2 

Where  a  river  is  bisected  into  two  courses  by  an  island  in  its 
middle,  the  medium  filum  for  boundary  purposes  is  that  which 
bisects  the  island ;  but  if  the  island  be  nearer  to  one  side  than 
the  other,  it  appears  that,  in  America  at  least,  where  such  cases 
have  been  much  considered,  no  account  is  taken  of  the  smaller 
branch — the  other  alone  represents  the  river,  and  its  medium 
filum  constitutes  the  prima  facie  line  of  division.8  If  an  island  is 
formed  by  natural  causes,  the  property  in  it  remains  apportioned 
in  the  same  manner  as  was  before  its  appearance  the  properly 
in  the  soil  on  which  it  stands.4 

If  a  shifting  island  springs  up  in  the  channel  so  as  to  impede 
or  embarrass  the  fishing  of  one  of  the  proprietors,  he  must 
submit,  and  hope  for  a  change.  The  law  can  give  him  no 
redress.  But  if  the  shifting  island  becomes  fixedly  annexed  to, 
and  incorporated  with,  his  bank,  the  permanent  accretion  will 
give  rise  to  a  new  medium  filum* 

Though  the  owner  of  land  on  the  banks  of  a  non-tidal  river  is 
prima  facie  the  owner  of  half  the  bed,  yet  this  is  but  a  presump- 
tion, and  may  be  rebutted ;  °  and  it  is  clear  upon  the  authorities 
that  the  soil  of  land  covered  with  water  may,  together  with  the 
water  and  the  right  of  fishing  therein,  be  specially  conveyed  and 
appropriated  to  a  third  person,  whether  he  have  land  or  not  on 
the  borders  thereof  or  adjacent  thereto.7 
Bights  of  Though  the  soil  of  the  aliens  of  non-tidal  rivers  is  the  property 

°^er8  °         prima  facie  of  the  respective  owners  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the 

river,  neither  of  them  is  entitled  to  use  it  in  such  a  manner  as 

1  Foi-d  v.  Lacy,  7H.&N.  151.  tion,  L.  R.,  2  H.  L.  (Sc/)  701. 

2  Fatter  v.  Wright,  4  C.  P.  D.  438  ;  49  •  Bloomjield    v.    Johnson,    L.    R.f   8 
L.  J.,  C.  P.  97.                                                 C.  L.  104. 

8  Phear,p.  11;  Angell,  Tide  Waters,  42.  7  Marshall  v.  Ulletwater  Cv.,3  B.&S. 

4  Ibid. ;  Angell,  Tide  Waters,  43.  732  ;  see  BHttowe  v.  Cormican,  3  App. 

5  Zetland  (Earl)  v.  Olorer  Incorjiora-      C  668. 
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to  interfere  with  the  natural  flow  of  the  stream,  to  the  injury 
of  the  other  riparian  owners,  or  of  any  right  of  navigation  which 
has  been  acquired  by  the  public.1  Subject  to  this  restriction 
they  are  entitled  to  protect  their  property  from  the  invasion 
of  the  water,  by  building  a  bulwark,  ripa  munienda  causa ;  but 
even  in  this  necessary  defence  of  themselves  they  are  not  at 
liberty  to  conduct  their  operations  so  as  to  do  any  actual  injury 
to  the  property  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.2 

Though  rivers  above  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide  are  prima  Right  of 
facie  private  rivers,  yet  the  public  may  acquire  a  right  or  easement  nRV1^atlon- 
to  navigate  such  waters  by  express  grant,  or  dedication  by  imme- 
morial user,  which  presumes  a  grant,  or  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
Where  such  right  has  been  acquired,  the  obstruction  of  it  is  a  public 
nuisance  and  indictable  in  the  same  way  as  it  is  in  tidal  rivers. 

This  right  of  navigation  is  simply  a  right  of  way,  similar  to 
the  right  the  public  have  to  passage  along  a  public  road  or 
footpath— a  right  for  those  persons  who  may  require  the  use 
of  it  to  pass  as  fully  and  freely  and  as  safely  as  they  have  been 
wont  to  do.8  From  this  it  would  appear  that  this  easement 
differs  from  the  public  right  of  navigation  in  the  sea  and  tidal 
waters :  for  whereas,  in  the  latter,  the  right  is  a  right  unlimited 
to  pass  in  all  parts  of  the  channel,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  species 
of  vessel ; 4  in  the  former,  the  right  would  seem  to  be  limited  to 
the  extent  of  the  grant  or  user  proved.5 

The  public  who  have  acquired  the  right  to  navigate  on  an 
inland  water  have  no  right  of  property  in  the  bed.6  This  right 
of  navigation  does  not  carry  with  it  the  right  of  public  fishery ; 
for  it  has  been  held  that  neither  in  the  case  where  a  non-tidal 
river  has  been  navigated  from  time  immemorial,7  nor  in  the  case 
where  a  river  has  been  made  navigable  by  Act  of  Parliament,8 
has  the  Crown  any  right  to  the  soil,  or  the  public  to  the  fishery, 
which  still  remains  private. 

It  appears  that  the  king  has  an  interest  of  jurisdiction  to  Obstruction 
reform  and  punish  nuisances  in  all  rivers,  whether  fresh  or  salt,  n^Ece.  c 

1  Orr  Ewing  v.  Culquhoun,  2  App.  C.  *  See  farther  as  to  Xarigation,  pott, 

839 ;  Bickctt  v.  Morris,  L.  RM   1    Be.  Chap.  VII. 

App.  47.  •  Orr  Hiving  v.  Colquhoun,  supra. 

1  Bickett  ▼.   Morris,  sup.,  per  Lord  7  Murphy  v.  Ryan,  Ir.  R.,  2  C.  L.  68  ; 

Chelmsford.    See  ante,  pp.  82  et  seq.,  and  Pearce  v.  Scotcher,  9  Q.  B.  D.  162  ;  Sm ith 

post,  Chap.  III.  t.  Andrews,  (1899)  2  Ch.  678 ;  see  ante, 

*  Orr  JSwing  v.  Colquhoun,  2  App.  C.  p.  67. 

839.  8  Hargreates  v.  Did  dam* ,  L.  R.,  10 

«  R.  v.  Randall,  Car.  &  M.  496,  per  Q.  B.  582  ;  44  L.  J.,  M.  C.  178  ;  32  L.  T. 

Wightman,  J.  600 ;  Musset  v.  Burch,  35  L.  T.,  N.  S.  486. 
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Fishery. 


that  are  a  common  passage  not  only  for  ships  and  great  vessels, 
but  also  for  smaller,  as  barges  and  boats,  to  reform  the  obstruc- 
tion or  annoyance  that  are  therein  to  such  common  passage.1 

The  right  of  fishery  being  a  right  of  property,  the  presumption 
is  that  each  owner  of  land  abutting  on  a  non-tidal  stream  has 
the  right  of  fishing  in  front  of  his  land,2  usque  ad  medium  JUum 
aquae;  and  where  a  man  possesses  land  on  both  sides  of  the  water, 
he  has  the  sole  right  of  fishing. 

"  According  to  the  well-established  principles  of  the  common 
"law,"  says  O'Hagan,  J.,  "the  proprietors  on  either  side  of  a 
"  river  are  presumed  to  be  possessed  of  the  bed  and  soil  of  it 
"  moietively  to  a  supposed  line  in  the  middle,  constituting  their 
"  legal  boundary,  and  being  so  possessed  have  an  exclusive  right 
"  to  the  fishery  in  the  water  which  flows  above  their  respective 
"  territories."  8  This  presumption,  as  has  been  said,  holds  good 
in  private  rivers,  though  subject  to  the  public  right  of  navigation, 
and  a  claim  by  the  public  to  fish  in  such  water  has  been  held 
such  a  claim  as  cannot  exist  at  law.4 

If  the  lord  of  a  manor  would  intrude  his  claim,  he  must  make 
it  out  by  evidence  of  his  own — as  by  deed.  But  the  presumption 
that  a  several  fishery  passed  to  the  lord  as  appurtenant  to  a 
manor  under  a  deed  is  rebutted  by  proof  that  before  the  date  of 
the  deed  the  owners  of  land  within  the  manor  had  the  right  of 
free  fishery.6 

The  owner  of  land  on  a  river  may  grant  the  right  of  fishing  to 
another— either  exclusively,  in  which  case  the  fishing  is  called  a 
several  fishery,  or  not  excluding  himself,  in  which  case  it  would 
be  called  a  free  fishery.  In  both  cases  the  fishery  is  an  incor- 
poreal hereditament,  and  can  only  pass  by  deed.6  A  valid  licence 
to  fish  exclusively  for  a  time  certain,  even  for  an  hour,  must  be 
by  deed.7  Where  a  man  has  a  several  fishery,  the  presumption 
is  that  he  has  also  the  soil.8 


1  Hale  de  Jure  Maria,  c.  2  ;  William* 
v.  Wilcox,  8  A.  &  E.  333  ;  47  R.  R. 
595,  per  Lord  Denman,  C.  J. 

3  Lamb  v.  Nnvbiggen,  1  Car.  &  K.  549  ; 
Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  1 . 

3  Murphy  v.  Ryan,  Ir.  R.,  2  Ch.  148. 
See  also  Mayor  of  Carlisle  v.  Graham, 
L.  R.,  4  Ex.  361 ,  and  Bristowe  v.  Cormican, 
L.  R.,  3  App.  C.  641. 

4  Ilargreares  v.  DidJams,  L.  R.,  10 
Q.  EL  587  ;  Mvssct  v.  Burch,  85  L.  T., 
N.  S.  486  ;  Hudson  v.  McCrae.  4  B.  &  S. 
585  :  Pearce  v.  Scotcher,  9  Q.  B.  D.  162  ; 
Smith  v.  Andrews,  (1899)  2  Ch.  678. 


*  Lamb  v.  Newbiggen,  1  Car.  &  K. 
549.  See  also  Grand  Junction  Canal  v. 
Ashby,  7  H.  &  N.  403.  As  to  right  of 
copyholders,  see  Tdbury  v.  Silta,  post. 
Chap.  VI. 

•  Dulte  of  Somerset  v.  Fogwell,  5  B.  & 
C.  875  ;  29  R.  R.  449. 

7  Holfard  v.  Bailey.  18  Q.  B.  426  ;  18 
L.  J.,  Q.  B.  109. 

8  See  post,  Marshall  v.  Ulleswater  Co. 
3  B.  &  S.  732  ;  Bloomjield  v.  Johnson, 
Ir.  R.,  8  C.  L.  105.     As  to  Fishery,  Bee 
post,  Chap.  VI. 
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Lakes  and  Pooh. 

A  pool  is  defined  by  Colli*  as,  "a  mere  standing  water,  with  Definition. 
"  no  current  at  all ;  "  and  is  distinguished  from  a  pond  as  being 
a  work  of  nature,  and  not  of  art.1 

"  A  pond,"  says  Angell,  "  is  a  lake  of  small  size.  The  outlet 
*'  of  a  lake  may  be  a  river,  but  the  lake  does  not  lose  its  distinc- 
"  tive  character,  because  there  is  a  current  in  it  for  a  certain 
"  distance  tending  towards  its  outlet." 2 

It  does  not  appear  that  by  the  English  law  there  is  any  differ-  Ownership 
ence  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  soil  between  land  covered  with  °  801  * 
still  and  running  water,  except  perhaps  in  the  case  of  large  inland 
lakes  or  seas,  where  the  rule  that  the  adjoining  riparian  owner 
is  owner  ad  medium  filum  aqua,  might  cause  inconvenience. 
Where,  therefore,  a  lake  or  pool  lies  wholly  within,  and  is 
surrounded  by,  a  manor  or  estate,  the  presumption  is,  that  the 
owner  of  the  manor  or  estate  is  also  the  owner  of  the  soil  of  the 
lake  ;  and  where  the  boundary  of  two  properties  passes  along  the 
pool,  it  is  taken  to  coincide  with  the  medium  filum  of  the  pool ; 
although,  of  course,  it  may  be  proved  expressly  to  have  some 
other  direction.3 

With  regard  to  the  large  inland  lakes  in  this  country,  the  law  in  large 
seems  less  settled,  though  several  modern  cases  have  removed  j2^a  e 
much  of  the  doubt  hitherto  felt  with  regard  to  them.  In  the 
case  of  Bristowe  v.  Cormican*  the  House  of  Lords  has  held  that 
the  Grown  has  no  de  jure  right  to  the  soil  and  fisheries  of  large 
non-tidal  navigable  lakes,  such  as  Lough  Neagh  in  Ireland ; 
Cairns,  L.  C,  remarking  that  he  was  not  aware  of  any  rule  which 
would  prima  facie  connect  the  soil  or  fishing  with  the  Crown,  or 
disconnect  them  from  the  private  ownership  either  of  riparian 
proprietors  or  others.  So  far  the  case  is  clear,  but  it  is  left  in 
doubt  whether  the  presumption  of  ownership  ad  medium  filum 
aqua,  which  exists  with  regard  to  owners  of  land  on  the  banks 
of  non-tidal  streams  of  running  water,  exists  also  on  large 
navigable  lakes.  In  the  judgment  of  Lord  Blackburn  this 
question  is  touched  upon,  and  though  the  particular  point  was 
not  necessary  for  the  decision  of  the  case,  it  may  be  well  to  cite 

1  Callis  on  Sewers,  p.  82 ;    Woolrych  211;  1  Bing.,  N.  C.  589. 

on  Sewers,  p.  80.  :Phear,   Rights  of  Water,  p.  1.  See 

*  Angellon  Watercourses,  p.  8.    As  to  Woolrych,  p.  121. 

diversion  of  water  from  a  pond  by  a  4  3  App.  C.  641.    As  to  American  law. 

sewer,  see  Duke*  v.  Qostling,  4  L.  J.,  C.  P.  see  Angell's  Watercourses,  §  41. 
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at  some  length  the  words  of  the  very  learned  Lord.  "  The 
"  property  in  the  soil  of  the  sea  and  estuaries,  and  of  rivers  in 
"  which  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows,  is  prima  facie  of  common  right 
'•  vested  in  the  Crown,  but  the  property  of  dry  land  is  not  of 
4i  common  right  in  the  Crown.  It  is  clearly  and  uniformly  laid 
"  down  in  our  books,  that  where  the  soil  is  covered  with  water, 
"  forming  a  river  in  which  the  tide  does  not  flow,  the  soil  does 
'*  of  common  right  belong  to  the  owners  of  the  adjoining  land ; 
"  and  there  is  no  case  or  book  of  authority  to  show  that  the 
"  Crown  is  of  common  right  entitled  to  land  covered  by  water, 
"  where  the  water  is  not  running  water  forming  a  river,  but  still 
'*  water  forming  a  lake.  In  Marshall  v.  The  Ullcstvater  Steam 
"  Navigation  Co.,1  it  is  true  that  Mr.  Justice  Wightman,  in 
"  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  majority  of  the  Queen's  Bench, 
"  says,  '  Whether  the  soil  of  lakes,  like  that  of  fresh  water 
"  '  rivers,  primd  facie  belongs  to  the  owners  of  the  land  or 
"  '  of  the  manors  on  either  side  ad  medium  filum  aqua,  or 
'" '  whether  it  belongs  prima  facie  to  the  king  in  right  of  his 
"  '  prerogative,3  it  is  not  in  this  case  necessary  to  determine ;  for 
"  *  it  is  clear  upon  the  authorities  that  the  soil  of  land  covered 
"  '  with  water  may,  together  with  the  water  and  the  right  of 
"  '  fishing  therein,  be  specially  appropriated  to  a  third  person, 
"  '  whether  he  has  land  or  not  on  the  borders  thereof,  or  adjacent 
"  '  thereto.'  This  is  the  only  case  cited,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  find, 
4 'the  only  case  which  exists  where  there  is  even  a  suggestion 
"  that  the  Crown  of  common  right  is  entitled  to  the  soil  of  lakes. 
"  Neither  the  passage  in  Comyns,  nor  that  in  Hale  de  Jure  Maris, 
"  cited  by  Mr.  Justice  Wightman,  gives  any  countenance  to  such 
"  a  doctrine.  But  it  does  appear  that  the  learned  judge  did 
"  not  think  that  the  law  as  to  land  covered  by  still  water  was  so 
"  clearly  settled  to  be  the  same  as  the  law  as  to  land  covered  by 
"  running  water,  as  to  justify  him  in  unnecessarily  deciding  that 
"  it  was  the  same  ;  I  own  myself  to  be  unable  to  see  any  reason 
"  why  the  law  should  not  be  the  same,  at  least  where  the  lake  is 
"  so  small,  or  the  adjoining  manor  so  large,  that  the  whole  lake 
• '  is  included  in  one  property.  Whether  the  rule  that  each  adjoin- 
"  ing  proprietor,  where  there  are  several,  is  entitled  usque  ad 
"  medium  filum  aquae  should  apply  to  a  lake,  is  a  different 
"  question.     It  does  not  seem  convenient  that  each  proprietor  of 

1  3  B.  &  S.  782  ;  41  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  41  •  *  Com.  Dig.  Prerogative  (D.  50);  Hale 

25  L.  T.  793.  de  Jure  Maris,  c.  10. 
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"  a  few  acres  fronting  on  Lough  Neagh,  should  have  a  piece  of 
"  the  soil  of  the  lough,  many  miles  in  length,  tacked  on  to  his 
"  frontage."  In  America  this  question  has  been  of  more  import- 
ance than  in  this  country,  but  the  decisions  of  the  different 
States  vary  considerably  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  great  lakes,  the 
question  has  been  considered  more  in  a  territorial  and  natural, 
than  in  a  legal  point  of  view.1  In  this  country  there  are  but  few 
cases  on  the  subject.  In  the  case  of  Lord  v.  Commissioners  of 
Sydney,  cited  before,  it  was  held  that  a  grant  by  the  Grown  of 
lands  bounded  by  a  non-navigable  creek  passed  the  soil  usque  ad 
medium  filum  aquce? 

In  Bloomfield  v.  Johnson*  the  Irish  Court  of  Exchequer 
Chamber,  reversing  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  has  held  that  a  grant  from  King  James  I.,  who 
was  the  owner  of  the  whole  soil  and  bed  of  Lough  Erne,  of 
lands  adjacent  to  the  lake,  with  certain  islands  in  it,  and 
also  a  free  fishery  in  the  lakes,  and  all  waters,  watercourses, 
fisheries,  &c,  within  the  same,  did  not  pass  the  soil  of  the 
lake,  distinguishing  the  case  from  that  of  Lord  v.  Commis- 
sioners of  Sydney,  on  account  of  the  sizei  and  navigability  of 
the  lake ;  and  Fitzgerald,  B.,  was  of  opinion  that,  assuming 
that  the  presumption  that  by  a  grant  of  lands  adjacent  to  a  fresh 
water  river  (the  grantees  being  the  owners  of  the  soil  of  the 
river)  the  soil  of  the  river  passes  ad  medium  filum  aqua,  applied 
to  such  lakes  as  Lough  Erne,  the  grant  of  a  free  fishery  when 
a  several  and  exclusive  fishery  might  have  been  granted  was 
sufficient  to  rebut  the  presumption  that  the  soil  was  intended 
to  pass  ad  medium  filum  aquce.  In  Marshall  v.  Ulleswater  Co.,  the 
plaintiff,  who  proved  a  grant  to  him  of  a  several  and  exclusive 
fishery  in  the  Lake  of  Ulleswater,  was  held  on  that  account  to 
be  the  owner  of  the  soil  of  the  lake  ;  the  majority  of  the  Court, 
however,  expressing  a  doubt  whether  the  soil  of  lakes,  like  fresh 
water  rivers,  belonged  prima  facie  to  the  adjoining  owners  or  to 
the  Crown.4 

There  seems  no  doubt  but  that  the  public  may  acquire  a  right  Navigation. 

1  See  per  Dowse,  B.,  in  the  same  case         4  3B.&S.  732.  See  also  Beg.  v.  Barrow, 

in  the  Irish  Court  of  Exchequer,  Ir.  R.,  34  Justice  of  Peace,  p.  53.    See  as  to 

10  C.  L.  412,  and  per  Whiteside,  C.  J.,  in  this   the  remarks  of  Lindley,  L.  J.,  in 

Bloomfield  v.  Johnson,  Ir.  R.,  8  C.  L.  89  ;  Uindson  v.  AMy,  (1896)  2  Ch.  1,  ante, 

Angell  on  Tide  Waters,  p.  76.  p.  74.   See  also,  as  to  the  Norfolk  Broads, 

1 12  Moo.,  P.  C.  473  ;  3  L.  T.  1.     See  Blower  v.  Elli*,  50  J.  P.  326;  and  Mickle- 

ante,  pp.  16,  81  et  seq.  thwaite  v.  Vincent,  67  L.  T.  228,  post, 

» Ir.  R.,  8  C.  L.  89.  Chap.  VI. 
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of  navigation  in  a  non-tidal  lake  in  the  same  way  as  on  a  non- 
tidal  river.1 
Fishing.  In  pools  and  small  non-navigable  lakes,  the  right  of  fishing  of 

coarse  belongs  prima  facie  to  the  riparian  owners  ad  medium 
filum  aqiue.  It  seems  somewhat  doubtful,  however,  whether  this 
presumption  extends  to  large  navigable  lakes,  or  whether  a  public 
right  of  fishery  may  not  exist  in  such  waters.  The  Irish  Court 
of  Exchequer  Chamber  have  held,  in  the  case  of  Bloomfield  v. 
Johnson?  that  the  public  right  of  fishery  cannot  exist  in  non- 
tidal  navigable  lakes  ;  and  in  the  subsequent  case  of  Bristowe  v. 
Cormican?  the  Irish  Court  of  Exchequer  held  that  they  were 
bound  by  this  decision  ;  but  the  judges  in  this  case,  both  in  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  and  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber, 
strongly  dissented  from  this  view  of  the  law,  though  without 
overruling  it.  The  case  went  to  the  House  of  Lords  on  another 
ground ;  and  their  Lordships,  though  not  deciding  the  point,  seem 
doubtful  as  to  whether  the  decision  in  Bloomfield  v.  Johnson  could 
be  supported.4 

Artificial  Watercourses. 

Ownership  of       We  have  spoken  hitherto  exclusively  of  natural  bodies  of  water 
soil  of.  flowing  ex  jure  natura  from  the  earth  ;    but  it  is  necessary  to 

add  a  few  words  with  regard  to  watercourses  which  owe  their 
existence  to  artificial  means.  Where  an  artificial  watercourse 
is  made  by  a  man.  on  his  own  land,  of  course  no  question  as  to 
the  ownership  of  the  soil  of  it,  or  the  rights  over  it,  can  arise  ; 
but  the  case  will  be  different  where  such  a  watercourse  is  made 
on  the  land  of  another.  In  such  a  case  the  right  to  the  water- 
course can  only  be  created  by  grant  or  by  long  continued  enjoy- 
ment, from  which  the  existence  of  a  former  grant  may  be 
reasonably  presumed,5  or  by  Act  of  Parliament.6  "A  grant 
"of  a  watercourse  in  law  may,"  says  Jessel,  M. E.,  "  mean  one 
"of  three  things,  especially  when  coupled  with  other  words.  It 
"  may  mean  the  easement,  or  the  right  to  the  running  of  water ; 
"  and  it  may  mean  the  channel,  pipe  or  drain  which  contains  the 

1  See  Marshall  v.  Ulletwater  Co.,  8  B.  Barrow,  84  Just,  of  Peace,  53  ;  Pery  v. 

&  S.  782  ;  Bloomfield  v.  Johnson,  Ir.  R.,  Thornton,  23  L.  R.,  Ir.  402  ;  Blower  v. 

8  C.  L.  68  ;    Bristowe  v.   Cormican,  3  Elllt,  <>0  J.  P.  326  ;   Micklethwaite  v. 

App.    C.  641  ;  Marshall  v.    Ulleswater  Vincent,  67  L.  T.  228  ;  Bndpost,  Chap. 

Co.,  L.  R.,  7  Q.  B.  582  ;  aiidjwst,  Chap.  VI. 

VII.  5  See  Rame&kur  Singh  v.  Koonj  Behari 

3  Ir.  R.,  8  Ch.  68.  Pattuok,  4  App.  Cas.  121. 

3  Ir.  R.,  10  C.  L.  398,  412.  6  See    Mason    v.    Shrewsbury    Bly., 

4  3  App.  Cas.  641.     See  also  Beg.  v.  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  586.  per  Cockburn,  0.  J. 
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"  water ;  and  it  may  mean  the  land  over  which  the  water  flows. 
"Which  it  does  mean  must  be  shown  by  the  context;  and  if 
"  there  is  no  context,  I  apprehend  that  it  would  not  mean  any- 
"  thing  but  the  easement  or  right  to  the  flow  of  the  water."1 
The  right,  therefore,  to  the  ownership  of  the  bed  of  such  water- 
courses depends  entirely  on  the  words  of  the  instrument  which 
creates  them,  interpreted  according  to  the  usual  rules  of  con- 
struction.2 The  most  important  of  these  artificial  watercourses 
— viz.,  canals,  sewers,  and  waterworks — are  wholly  the  creatures 
of  statute  ;  and  the  rights  of  property  in  them  of  course  depend 
on,  and  are  regulated  in  each  case  by,  the  individual  statute  to 
which  it  owes  its  origin,  and  by  those  statutes  which  apply  to 
such  works  generally.  The  full  consideration  of  such  artificial 
watercourses  will  be  given  in  a  later  chapter.3 

1  Taylor  v.  St.  Helens,  6  Ch.  D.  (C.  *  See  as  to  rights  in  artificial  water- 
A.)  264.  courses,  pott.  Chap.  IV.,  and,  as  to  canals, 

2  Badger  v.  Yorkshire  Rail.  Co*,  28  jwst,  Chap.  V. 
L.  J..  Q.  B.  118  ;  7  Jur.,  N.  S.  459. 
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Natural  Rights  and  Duties  of  Riparian  Owners. 

Hitherto  we  have  treated  almost  exclusively  of  the  ownership 
of  the  soil  over  which  water  flows,  and  of  those  rights  incident 
to  and  arising  out  of  the  ownership  of  soil.  In  the  present 
chapter  we  purpose  to  consider  what  are  usually  termed  riparian 
rights,  or  rights  of  proprietors  of  land  on  the  banks  of  streams, 
arising,  strictly  speaking,  not  from  the  ownership  of  the  bed  over 
which  the  water  flows,  but  from  the  right  of  access  which  such 
proprietors  have  to  the  water.  In  the  case  of  non-tidal  waters, 
where  the  owner  of  land  on  the  banks  is  prima  facie  owner  of 
half  the  bed,  this  may  appear  a  fine-drawn  distinction ;  but  on  the 
banks  of  tidal  waters,  where  the  ownership  of  the  bed  is  prima 
facie  in  the  Crown,  the  distinction  will  be  manifest — as  the 
origin  of  such  rights  cannot  be  referred  to  ownership  of  the  bed. 

"  With  respect  to  the  ownership  of  the  bed  of  the  river/'  says 
Lord  Selborne  in  Lyon  v.  Fishmongers*  Company}  "  this  cannot 
"  be  the  natural  foundation  of  riparian  rights  properly  so  called, 
"  because  the  word  '  riparian  '  is  relative  to  the  bank,  and  not  to 
"  the  bed,  of  the  stream ;  and  the  connection,  when  it  exists,  of 
"  property  on  the  bank  with  property  in  the  bed  of  the  stream 
"  depends  not  upon  nature,  but  on  grant  or  presumption  of  law. 
"  In  some  tidal  navigable  rivers  (as  the  Severn),  parts  of  the  bed 
"  of  the  tidal  stream  belong  to  riparian  owners;  and  it  appears 
"from  Mr.  Angell's  book  (often  quoted  in  our  Courts),  that  in 
"Pennsylvania  and  Alabama,  States  whose  jurisprudence  is 
"founded  generally  on  English  law,  the  whole  property  in  the 
"  beds  of  large  non-tidal  navigable  rivers  is  in  the  State.  The 
"  title  to  the  soil  constituting  the  bed  of  a  river  does  not  carry 
"  with  it  any  exclusive  right  of  property  in  the  running  water  of 

1  1  App.  Cas.  683 ;  45  L.  J.,  Ch.  68  ;  35  L.  T.  569. 
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"  the  stream,  which  can  only  be  appropriated  by  severance,  and 
"  which  may  be  lawfully  so  appropriated  by  every  one  having  a 
"  right  of  access  to  it." 

The  principles  of  law  to  be  hereafter  stated  apply  to  all  water-  Only  exist  as 
courses  flowing:  in  a  certain  and  definite  channel,  whether  above  1°  water? 

°  flowing  in  a 

or  below  ground  ;  for  if  the  course  of  a  subterranean  stream  be  defined 
well  known,  the  rights  with  regard  to  it  will  be  the  same  as  if  it  c  A,me " 
had  been  wholly  above  ground.  But  waters,  whether  above  or 
below  ground,  having  no  certain  course  or  defined  limits,  such  as 
those  merely  percolating  through  the  strata  of  the  earth,  and 
those  diffused  over  its  surface,  are  not  watercourses,  nor  are 
they  subject  to  the  law  of  watercourses.1  The  law  relating  to 
percolating  water,  and  water  without  a  defined  course,  will  be 
considered  at  the  end  of  this  chapter. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  property  of  riparian  owners  may  exist  Rights  on 
on  the  banks  of  tidal  navigable  rivers  as  well  as  on  non-navigable  non-na^g^ 
streams.     Riparian  owners  on  the  former  have  similar  rights  and  able  T}yen 
natural  easements  to  those   belonging  to  riparian  proprietors  whmooii"™ 
above  the  flow  of  the  tide,  underlying  and  controlled,  though  not  tr°u«i  by 
extinguished,  by  the  public  right  of  navigation.2     This  latter  of  navigation. 
right  the  proprietor  on  a  navigable  river  enjoys,  "  superadded  to 
"  his  riparian  rights."     His  riparian  rights  are  subordinated  to 
the  public  right "  in  this  respect,  that  whereas  in  a  non -navigable 
"  river  all  the  riparian  owners  might  combine  to  divert  or  pollute 
"  or  diminish  the  stream ;  in  a  navigable  river,  the  public  right 
"  of  navigation  would  intervene  and  prevent  this  being  done."3 

A  riparian  proprietor,  notwithstanding  that  the  river  is  navig- 
able, can  acquire  an  interest  in  its  water  power,  as  derived  from 
a  reservoir  artificially  formed  by  a  dam  across  its  channel,  and 
sell  the  same  along  with  and  as  appurtenant  to  his  land.  Even  if 
such  sale  should  not  be  effectual  against  the  public,  the  vendor 
cannot  himself  impeach  it  on  that  ground.4  Such  a  power,  how- 
ever, could  not  be  exercised  if  it  interfered  in  any  way  with  the 
public  right  of  navigation,  which  is  paramount  to  all  private  rights.5 


1  Cliasemvre  v.  Richard*,  7  H.  L.  3-19  ; 
29  L.  J.,  Ex.  81  ;  Acton  v.  Blundell,  12 
M.  k  W.  324  ;  13  L.  J.,  Ex.  289  ;  Dicken- 
si/a  ▼.  Grand  Junction  Canal,  7  Ex.  282  ; 
&nd post,  pp.  188  et  *eq.  For  definition  of 
a  "  Watercourse,"  see  ante,  pp.  58  etseq. 

*  Lyon  t.  Fishmonger*  Company,  1 
App.  Cas.  662 ;  45  L.  J..  Ch.  68  ;  35 
L.  T.  569 ;  North  Shore  Illy.  v.  Pion, 
14  App.  Cas.  612 ;  Booth  v.  JUttte,  15 


App.  Cas.  188  ;  62  L.  T.  198  ;  59  L.  J., 
P.  C.  91. 

8  Lyon  v.  Fishmongers"  Company,  1 
App.  Cas.  662,  per  Lord  Cairns,  L.  C. 
Compare  Orr  Ewing  v.  Colquhoun,  2 
App.  Cas.  656. 

4  Hamelin  v.  Banner  man.  (1895) 
A.  C.  237. 

6  Gannv.  Free  Fishers  of  Whitstable, 
1 1  H.  L.  1 92,  and  cases  in  Chap. VII.,  post. 
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necessary. 


In  tidal 
rivers. 


Natural  right 
to  water  not 
an  easement. 


Artificial 
watercourses. 


Acquired 
rights. 


"  It  is  of  course,"  says  Lord  Selborne,1  "  necessary  to  the  exist- 
"  ence  of  such  riparian  rights  that  the  land  should  be  in  contact 
"  with  the  flow  of  the  stream,  but  lateral  contact  is  as  good  jure 
"  naturae  as  vertical,  and  not  only  the  word  '  riparian/  but  the 
"  best  authorities,  such  as.il/ine?-  v.  Gilmour?  and  Lord  Wensley- 
"  dale  in  Chasemore  v.  Richards?  state  the  doctrine  in  terms. 
"  which  point  to  lateral  contact  rather  than  vertical.  It  is  true 
"  that  the  bank  of  a  tidal  river,  of  frhich  the  foreshore  is  left  bare 
"  at  low  water,  is  not  always  in  contact  with  the  flow  of  the 
"  stream,  but  it  is  in  such  contact  for  a  great  part  of  every  day 
"  in  the  ordinary  and  regular  course  of  nature,  which  is  an 
"  amply  sufficient  foundation  for  a  natural  riparian  right." 

A  watercourse  may  be  either  natural  or  artificial,  and  the 
rights  of  the  riparian  proprietors  on  the  banks  thereof  are  in  the 
one  case  corporeal,  and  in  the  other  incorporeal  rights.  The 
right  to  the  use  of  the  flow  of  the  water  in  its  natural  course,  and 
to  the  momentum  of  its  fall  on  the  land  of  the  proprietor,  is  not 
what  is  called  an  easement,  because  it  is  inseparably  connected 
with  and  inherent  in  the  property  in  the  land  :  it  is  parcel  of  the 
inheritance,  and  passes  with  it.4 

Where  a  stream  is  artificial,  that  is,  does  not  arise  ex  jure 
natnra  from  the  soil,  or  flows  in  a  channel  cut  by  artificial  means 
through  the  lands  of  adjoining  proprietors,  the  rights  of  such 
proprietors  are  not  prima  facie  the  same  as  those  of  proprietors 
on  the  banks  of  natural  streams.  The  mutual  rights  of  the 
parties  in  such  cases  are  not  natural,  but  acquired  rights,  and 
are  dependent  for  their  existence  entirely  on  the  words  of  the 
grants  by  which  they  have  been  acquired,  or  on  the  nature  of  the 
user,  which  can  be  proved  if  the  claim  is  by  prescription.5  A 
watercourse,  however,  though  an  artificial  one,  may  have  been 
made  under  such  circumstances  as  to  confer  all  such  rights  as  a 
riparian  owner  would  have  had  in  the  case  of  a  natural  stream.6 
Moreover,  the  natural  rights  to  water  are  liable  to  be  abridged, 
enlarged  or  modified  in  many  ways  by  grant  or  prescription. 
Thus  a  right  may  be  acquired  to  throw  back  upon  the  land  of  the 


1  Lyon  v.  Fishmonger**  Company,  I 
App.  Cas.  at  p.  683  ;  Xorth  Shore  Bly.  v. 
Pion,  14  App.  Cas.  612. 

*  12  Moo.,  P.  C.  131. 

s  7  H.  L.  C.  349. 

4  Angell  on  Watercourses,  pp.  96, 98  ; 
Woolrych  on  Waters,  p.  146. 

6  Phear,  Rights  of  Water,  p.  39.     See 


remarks  of  Bowen,  L.  J.,   in  Chamber 
Colliery  Co.  v.  Ilopwwd,  po*t,  p.  249. 

6  See    ltametlntr    Perxhad   Singh   v. 

Koonj  Beha ri  Pattuck,  4  App.  Cas.  121  ; 

Wood  v.  Wand,  3  Ex.  748  ;  Svtclijfe  v. 

Booth,  32  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  136  ;  9  Jur.,  X.  S. 

1037,  and  cases  post.  pp.  250  et  seq. 
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proprietor  higher  op  the  stream  the  water  which,  unless  so 
reflected,  would  by  the  force  of  gravity  pass  from  it ;  or  to  dis- 
charge the  water  upon  the  land  lying  lower  down  the  stream 
either  injured  in  quality,  or  with  a  degree  of  force  greater  or  less 
than  the  natural  current.1  All  such  acquired  rights  are  termed 
easements.  It  is  purposed  in  the  present  chapter  to  consider  the 
natural  rights  of  water  only,  leaving  to  a  subsequent  chapter  all 
acquired  rights.2 

"  The  subject  of  right  to  streams  of  water  flowing  on   the  Rights  in 
'surface,"  says   Lord  Wensleydale,8  " has  been  of   late  years  streams, 
'fully  discussed,  and,  by  a  series  of  carefully  considered  judg- 
'  ments,  placed  upon  a  clear  and  satisfactory  footing.    It  has  been  not  founded 
'settled  that  the  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  natural  stream  of  on 0CC,1Pailcy- 
'  water  on  the  surface  ex  jure  natures  belongs  to  the  proprietor 
'  of  the  adjoining  lands,  as  a  natural  incident  to  the  right  to  the 
'  soil  itself ;  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it,  as  he  is 
'  to  all  the  other  advantages  belonging  to  the  land  of  which  he 
'  is  the  owner.    He  has  the  right  to  have  it  come  to  him  in  its 
'  natural  state,  in  flow,  quantity  and  quality,  and  to  go  from 
'  him  without  obstruction,  upon  the  same  principle  that  he  is 
'entitled  to  the  support  of  his  neighbour's  soil  for  his  own  in 
'  its  natural  state.    His  right  in  no  way  depends  on  prescription 
'  or  the  presumed  grant  of  his  neighbour." 

It  was  at  one  time  contended  that  a  title  to  the  use  of  running 
water  was  not  a  right  of  property ;  but  that  water  was  publici 
juris,  and,  as  such,  the  right  to  use  it  could  only  be  acquired  by 
occupancy.  This  view  seems  to  have  been  favoured  by  Black - 
stone,4  and  there  are  dicta  in  some  of  the  earlier  cases5  to 
the  effect  that  by  the  law  of  England  the  possessor  who  first 
appropriates  any  part  of  water  flowing  through  his  land  to  his 
own  use,  has  a  right  to  use  so  much  as  he  has  appropriated  as 
against  the  world.  The  cases  of  Mason  v.  Hill  and  Embrey  v. 
Owen  have  now,  however,  finally  negatived  this  contention. 
In  Mason  v.  Hill?  Lord   Denman,  delivering  the  judgment  M<**on  v. . 

Hill. 

1  Sampson  v.  Hodditwt,  1  C.  B.,  N.  S.  190 ;  24  R.  R.  169. 
p.  611 ;  26  L.  JM  C.  P.  148r  See  Gale  on  «  2  Black.  Com.  402.  As  to  the  Dutch- 
Easements,  p.  270  ;  Goddard  on  Ease-  Roman  Law  on  this  point  as  practised 
ments,  p.  53.  in  Cape  Colony,  see  French  Hoek  v. 

*  Post,  Chap.  IV.  Hvgo,  10  A  pp.  Cns.  336  ;  64  L.  T.  92. 

*  aui*errnrrev. Richard*,! H..L.C. 582;  *  Williams  v.   Holland,  2    B.   &  C. 
29L.J.Ex.81.  See  also  Embreyy.Owen,  913;  26  R.  R.  679  ;  Liggins  v.  Inge,  7 
6  Ex.  363  ;  Sampson  v.  Hoddinot,  1  C.  B.,  Bing.  692  ;  33  R.  R.  615. 
N.S.590;  Mason  v.  Hill,  5  B.  &  A.  1 ;  39  •  5  B.  &  A.  1  ;  39  R.  R.  354. 

R.  R.  354  ;  Wright  v.  Howard \  S.  &  St. 

L.W.  8 
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of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  says,  "  The  proposition  for  which 
"  the  plaintiffs  contend  is  that  the  possessor  of  land,  through 
"  which  a  natural  stream  runs,  has  a  right  to  the  advantage  of 
"  that  stream  flowing  in  its  natural  course,  and  to  use  it  when 
'*  he  pleases  for  any  purpose  of  his  own,  not  inconsistent  with  a 
"  similar  right  in  the  proprietors  of  the  land  above  and  below  ; 
"  that  neither  can  any  proprietor  above  diminish  the  quantity  or 
"  injure  the  quality  of  water  which  would  otherwise  descend, 
"  nor  can  any  proprietor  below  throw  back  the  water  without  his 
"  licence  or  grant ;  and  that  whether  the  loss  by  diversion  of 
"  the  general  benefit  of  such  stream  be  or  be  not  such  an  injury 
"  in  point  of  law  as  to  sustain  an  action  without  some  special 
"  damage,  yet  as  soon  as  the  proprietor  of  land  has  applied  it  to 
"  some  purposes  of  utility,  or  is  prevented  from  so  doing  by  the 
"  diversion,  he  has  a  right  of  action  against  the  person  diverting. 
"  The  proposition  of  the  defendant  is,  that  the  right  to  flowing 
"  water  is  ymblici  juris,  and  that  the  first  person  who  can  get 
"  possession  of  the  stream  and  apply  it  to  a  useful  purpose,  has 
"  a  good  title  to  it  against  all  the  world,  including  the  proprietor 
"  of  the  land  below,  who  has  no  right  of  action  against  him 
"  unless  such  proprietor  has  already  applied  the  stream  to  some 
"  useful  purpose  also,  with  which  the  diversion  interferes ;  and 
"  in  default  of  his  having  done  so,  may  altogether  deprive  him 
"  of  the  benefit  of  the  water.  The  position  that  the  first 
"  occupant  of  running  water  for  a  beneficial  purpose  has  a  good 
"title  to  it,  is  perfectly  true  in  this  sense,  that  neither  the 
"  owner  of  the  land  below  can  pen  back  the  water,  nor  the  owner 
"  of  the  land  above  divert  it  to  his  prejudice.  In  this,  as  in  other 
"  cases  of  injuries  to  real  property,  possession  is  a  good  title 
"against  a  wrongdoer,  and  the  owner  of  the  land  who  applies 
"  the  stream  that  runs  through  it  to  the  use  of  a  mill  newly 
"  erected,  or  other  purposes,  if  the  stream  is  diverted  or 
"  obstructed,  may  recover  for  the  consequential  injury  to  the 
"  mill :  (The  Earl  of  Rutland  v.  Bowler})  But  it  is  a  very 
"  different  question  whether  he  can  take  away  from  the  owner 
"  of  the  land  below,  one  of  its  natural  advantages,  which  is 
"  capable  of  being  applied  to  profitable  purposes,  and  generally 
"  increases  the  fertility  of  the  soil  even  when  unapplied,  and 
"  deprive  him  of  it  altogether  by  anticipating  him  in  its  appli- 
"  cation  to  a  useful  purpose.    If  this  be  so,  a  considerable  part 

1  Palmer,  290. 
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"  of  the  value  of   an  estate,  which,  in  manufacturing  districts 
"  particularly,  is  much  enhanced  by  the  existence  of  an  unap- 
"  propriated  stream  of  water  with  a  fall,  within  its  limits,  might 
"  at  any  time  be  taken  away ;    and  by  parity  of  reasoning,  a 
"  valuable  mineral  or  brine  spring  might  be  abstracted  from  the 
"  proprietor  in  whose  land  it  arises,  and  converted  to  the  profit 
"  of  another.     We  think  that  this  proposition  has  originated  in 
"  a  mistaken  view  of  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  decided 
"  cases  of  Bealey  v.  Sliaiv,1  Saunders  v.  Neivman?  Williams  v. 
"  Morland?    It  appears  to  us  also  that  the  doctrine  of  Black  - 
"  stone  and  the  dicta  of  learned  judges,  both  in  some  of  those 
41  and  in  the  case  of  Cox  v.  Mathews*  have  been  misconceived." 
The  learned  judge  proceeds  to  discuss  the  above  cases,  and  the 
passage  in  Blackstone,6  and  the  Roman  law6  on  the  subject,  and 
then  continues,  at  p.  24 :  "  From  these  authorities,  it  seems, 
4 *  that  the  Roman  law  considered  running  water,  not  as  bonum 
"  vacant,  in  which  any  one  might  acquire  a  property,  but  as 
"  public  or  common,  in  this  sense  only,  that  all  might  drink  of  it, 
"  or  apply  it  to  the  necessary  purposes  of  supporting  life ;  and 
"  that  no  one  had  any  property  in  the  water  itself,  except  in  that 
"particular  portion  which  he  might  have  abstracted  from  the 
"  stream,  and  of  which  he  has  the  possession ;  and  during  the 
"  time  of  such  possession  only.     We  think  that  no  other  inter- 
"  pretation  ought  to  be  put  upon  the  passage  in  Blackstone,  and 
"  that  the  dicta  of  the  learned  judges  above  referred  to,  in  which 
41  water  is  said  to  be  pnblici  juris,  are  not  to  be  understood  in  any 
"  other  than  this  sense ;  and  it  appears  to  us  that  there  is  no 
"  authority  in  our  law,  nor,  as  far  as  we  know,  in  the  Roman 
"  law  (which,  however,  is  no  authority  in  ours),  that  the  first 
"  occupant  (though  he  may  be  the  proprietor  of  the  land  above) 
"  has  any  right,  by  diverting  the  stream,  to  deprive  the  owner 
"  of  the  land  below  of  the  special  benefit  and  advantage  of  the 
•*  natural  flow  of  the  water  therein." 

"  The  right,"  says  Parke,  B.,7  "  to  have  a  stream  flow  in  its 
"  natural  state,  without  diminution  or  alteration,  is  an  incident 
"of  property  in  the  land  through  which  it  passes;  but  flowing 

1  6  East,  208  ;  8  R.  R.  466.  13. 

MB.4A.  258  ;  19  R.  R.  312.  7  Embrey  v.  Otoen,  6  Ex.  353  ;  20  L.  J., 

»  2  B.  &  C.  910  ;  26  R.  R.  579.  Ex.  212.    See  3  Kent's  Comm.,  sect.  52, 

*  1  Ventr.  137.  p.  439 ;  see  also  Wright  v.  Howard,  1 

*  Commentaries,  vol.  ii.  pp.  14,  18.  Sim.  &  S.  190  ;  24  R.  R.  169. 
«  2  Inst.  tit.  1.  s.  1  ;  Dig.,  bk.  43,  tit. 

8—2 
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OF   NATURAL   BIGHTS   OF   WATER. 


Obstruction 
of  rights 
actionable. 


Not  limited 
by  present 
enjoyment. 


"  water  is  pnblici  juris,  not  in  the  sense  that  it  is  bonum  vacant, 
"  to  which  the  first  occupant  may  acquire  an  exclusive  right,  but 
"  that  it  is  public  and  common  in  this  sense  only,  that  all  may 
"  reasonably  use  it  who  have  a  right  of  access  to  it,  and  that 
"  none  can  have  any  property  in  the  water  itself,  except  in  the 
"  particular  portion  which  he  may  choose  to  abstract  from  the 
"  stream  and  take  into  his  possession,  and  that  during  the  time 
"  of  his  possession  only.  But  each  proprietor  has  the  right  to 
"  the  usufruct  of  the  stream  which  flows  through  his  land." 

The  right  to  the  flow  of  running  water,  without  diminution  or 
alteration,  being  common  to  all  those  through  whose  land  it 
flows,  any  unauthorized  interference  with  or  use  of  the  water, 
to  the  prejudice  of  one  entitled  to  its  use,  is  the  subject  of  an 
action  for  damage,1  and  may  be  restrained  by  injunction. 

This  right,  however,  is  not  an  absolute  and  exclusive  right  to 
the  flow  of  all  the  water,  but  only  subject  to  the  right  of  other 
riparian  owners  to  the  reasonable  enjoyment  of  it,  and  con- 
sequently it  is  only  for  an  unreasonable  and  unauthorized  use  of 
this  common  benefit  that  an  action  will  lie,  though  where  there 
is  an  injury  to  a  right,  actual  perceptible  damage  is  not  necessary 
to  maintain  it.2 

The  rights  of  riparian  owners  existing,  as  has  been  said,  ex 
jure  natune,  and  not  depending  on  any  presumed  grant  from  the 
other  riparian  owners,  are  not  limited  by  the  present  mode  of 
enjoyment,  and  a  new  mode  of  enjoyment  gives  a  right  at  once 
to  sue  for  an  injury  done  in  respect  of  such  new  uses.3 

"  All  persons,"  says  Cresswell,  J.,  "  having  lands  on  the 
"  margin  of  a  flowing  stream,  have,  by  nature,  certain  rights 
"  to  use  the  water  of  that  stream,  whether  they  exercise  those 
"  rights  or  not ;  and  they  may  begin  to  exercise  them  when 
"they  will."4 

Thus,  in  Mason  v.  Hill,*  cited  above,  the  proprietor  of  a  mill 
having  appropriated  the  water  of  a  stream  to  the  use  of  a  mill 
newly   erected,  was  held  entitled  to  recover  from  a  proprietor 


1  See  Grand  Junction  Canalv.Shvgar, 
L.  R.,  6  Cb.  483. 

*  Embrey  v.  Own,  6  Ex.  353.  See 
also  3  Kent's  Comm.,  sect.  52,  p.  430; 
Pennington  v.  Brintop  Hall  Co.,  5  Ch.  D. 
769  ;  46  L.  J.,  Ch.  773  ;  37  L.  T.  149  ; 
St.  Lonii  v.  fit.  Lottie  3  Moo.,  P.  C.  298  ; 
Franhum  v.  Falmouth,  4  L.  J.,  K.  B.  26  ; 
2  A.  &  E.  452  ;  and  cases  pott,  pp.  122, 
et  seq. 


s  Holher  v.  Porrit,  L.  R.,  10  Ex.  59  : 
Alaton  v.  Hill,  5B.&A.1;  39  R.  R.  354  : 
Pennington  v.  Brintop  Hall  Co.,  *"> 
Ch.  Div.  769  ;  Chatemore  v.  Richard*, 
7  H.  L.  382  ;  A.-G.  v.  Birmingham,  4 
De  G.  &  J.  528. 

4  Sampton  v.  Hoddinot,  1  C.  B.,  N.  £. 
590. 

*  5  B.  &  A.  1  ;  39  R.  R-.  354. 
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higher  up  the  stream  damages  for  the  injury  to  his  mill 
occasioned  by  the  wrongful  diversion  of  the  stream,  although 
before  the  mill  was  built  the  wrongdoer  could  only  have  been 
liable  to  nominal  damages.  "It  is  the  necessary  effect  of  every 
"  appropriation  of  running  water  to  a  new  and  beneficial  use, 
"  that  a  wrongful  diversion  or  abstraction  entails  a  larger 
"measure  of  liability."1 

Where  the  continuance  of  a  wrongful  act  causes  fresh  damage, 
the  continuance  of  the  wrongful  act  which  caused  the  damage 
constitutes  a  fresh  cause  of  action.2  Thus  where  prior  to 
1866  a  stream  was  conveyed  by  a  canal  company  under  and 
across  a  canal  through  two  wooden  tunnels  for  which  in  1866 
the  company  substituted  metal  tunnels  of  less  capacity,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  after  heavy  rains  the  stream  in  1873  flooded 
the  plaintiff's  land,  the  Irish  Court  of  Common  Pleas  held  that 
the  substitution  of  the  smaller  for  the  larger  tunnels  was  in  its 
inception  an  innocent  act,  without  either  injuria  or  damnum,  and 
only  became  tortious  upon  the  subsequent  flooding,  and  that  the 
Statute  of  Limitations  began  to  run  from  the  time  of  the  flood- 
ing in  1873.  On  appeal  the  Exchequer  Chamber  affirmed  this 
decision,  but  on  a  different  ground,  holding  that  the  obstruction 
to  the  stream  in  1866  was  a  wrongful  act,  and  the  continuance 
of  the  wrongful  obstruction  causing  fresh  damage  in  1873, 
constituted  a  fresh  cause  of  action  in  1873,  and  that  therefore 
the  Statute  of  Limitation  applicable  to  the  case  began  to  run 
from  the  time  of  the  damage  in  1873.3 

It  would  seem  that  the  rights  of  a  riparian  proprietor,  with  Limited  only 
respect  to  a  stream,  are  limited  only  by  those  of  persons  in  a  pjrrofwin0 
similar  or  analogous  position  with  himself.4     Thus,  where  the  similar  poei- 
same  person  is  proprietor  of  the  ground  on  both  sides  of  a  non- 
navigable  stream,  he  can  change  a  channel  as  he  pleases,  pro- 
vided he  restores  the  water  to  the  old  channel  before  it  leaves  his 
ground,  and  provided  that  it  flows  out  of  his  ground  into  the 
lands  below  as  it  was  wont  to  do,  neither  increased  nor  diminished 
in  quantity,  quality,  or  direction.5    In  the  case  of  Whaley  v. 


1  Per  Lush,  J.,  delivering  judgment  of 
the  Exchequer  Chamber  in  JHolker  v. 
Pen-it,  L. R.,  10  Ex.  59;  44  L.  J.,  Ex.  52  ; 
33  L.  T.  125,/Nirf,  p.  119. 

*  Devey  v.  Grand  Canal  Co.,  Ir.  R.,  8 
C.  L.  511. 

3  Ir.  R.,  9  C.  L.  194. 

4  Per  Channel].,  B.,  in  Nuttal  v.  Brace- 
icell,  L.  R.t  2  Ex.  13 ;  36  L.  J.,  Ex.  1  ;  15 


L.  T.  313.  Mere  possession  of  rights  cor- 
]K>real  and  incorporeal,  however,  is  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  an  action  against  a 
wrongdoer :  Pullan  v.  Roughfort  Bleach- 
ing Co.,  21  L.  R.,  Ir.  73  ;  Mason  v.  Hill,  6 
B.  &  A.  1  ;  39  R.  R.  354 ;  Xuttal  y. 
Bracewell,  L.  R.,  2  Ex.  1. 

*  Per  Lord  Blackburn,  Orr  Ewing  v. 
Colquhoun,  2  App.  Cas.  839. 
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Laing,1  it  was  held  that  the  mere  possession  or  taking  of  water 
by  a  person  not  a  riparian  owner  is  not  sufficient  to  enable  the 
possessor  to  maintain  an  action  for  polluting  it.  In  the  case  of 
The  Stockport  Waterworks  Co.  v.  Pottei;*  where  the  plaintiffs, 
a  water  company,  who  had  by  grant  a  right  to  take  water 
from  the  Mersey,  for  supplying  the  inhabitants  of  Stockport 
with  water,  brought  an  action  against  defendants  for  polluting 
such  water;  it  was  held  by  Pollock,  C.  B.,  and  Channell,  B., — 
Bramwell,  B.,  diss., — that  the  rights  which  a  riparian  owner 
has  with  respect  to  the  water  are  entirely  derived  from  his 
possession  of  land  abutting  on  the  stream,  and  that  if  by  a  deed 
which  conveys  only  land  not  abutting  on  the  stream  he  affects 
to  grant  water  rights,  such  grant,  though  valid  against  the 
grantor,  can  create  no  rights  for  an  interruption  of  which  the 
grantee  can  sue  a  third  party.  In  the  subsequent  case  of  Nuttal 
v.  Bracewell*  this  view  is  confirmed  by  the  majority  of  the  Court 
of  Exchequer. 

In  the  case  of  Ormerod  v.  The  Todmorden  Mill  Co*  the  question 
raised  in  Stockjnrt  Waterworks  Co.  v.  Potter  was  again  considered, 
and  the  Court  of  Appeal  held  that  a  riparian  owner  cannot  except 
as  against  himself  confer  on  one  who  is  not  a  riparian  owner  any 
right  to  use  the  water  of  a  stream,  and  that  any  user  by  a  non- 
riparian  proprietor  even  under  a  grant  from  a  riparian  pro- 
prietor is  wrongful  if  it  sensibly  affects  the  flow  of  the  water  by 
the  land  of  other  riparian  proprietors. 

In  the  case  of  Kensit  v.  Great  Eastern  Rail.  Co.,6  where  the 
owner  of  land  not  abutting  on  a  river  with  the  license  of  a  lower 
riparian  owner  took  water  from  the  river,  and  after  using  it  for 
cooling  certain  apparatus  returned  it  to  the  river  unpolluted  and 
undiminished,  the  Court  of  Appeal  held,  affirming  Pollock,  B., 
that  the  lower  riparian  owner  could  not  obtain  an  injunction 
against  the  higher  riparian  owner  or  his  licensee.  Remark- 
ing on  the  cases  cited  in  argument,  Lindley,  L.  J.,  says,  at 
p.  186:  "Stockport  Waterworks  Co.  v.  Potter*  simply  decides 
"  that  the  grantee  of  a  riparian  proprietor  must  take  the  water 
"  as  he  finds  it.  .  .  .  In  Ormerod  v.  Todmorden  Joint  Stock 
"Mill  Co.4  the  decision  was  that  the  grantee  of    a   riparian 

1  3  H.  k  N.  675  ;  Ex.  Ch.,  2  H.  &  N.  Lighttnoler,  L.  R.,  2  Ch.  478. 
476.    See  per  Bramwell,  B.,  in  Stockport  *  11  Q.  B.  D.  155. 

v.  Patter,  3  H.  &  C.  800.  *  27  Ch.  D.  122  ;  54  L.  J.  Ch.  19  ;  51 

8  3  H.  &  C.  300 ;  10  L.  T.  748.  L.  T.  862. 

8  L.  R.,  2  Ex.  1.    See  also  Cro»$ley  v. 
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"  proprietor  could  not  take  water  and  return  it  in  a  state  so  as 
"  to  do  injury  to  those  below  him.  .  .  .  Neither  of  these  cases 
"  decides  that  a  licensee  or  grantee  of  a  riparian  proprietor 
"  cannot  take  any  water  from  the  stream ;  they  decide  nothing  of 
"  the  sort,  nor  do  they  warrant  any  such  inference.,, 

In  certain  exceptional  cases  there  may  exist  an  absolute  right  Sole  right  to 
to  the  whole  of  the  water  of  a  stream,  so  as  to  entitle  a  man  to 
sue  for  the  division  of  any  part  of  it.1  Thus  in  Holker  v.  Porrit,* 
where  a  natural  stream  had  been  divided  immemorially,  and  one 
branch  ran  into  a  farmyard  where  it  supplied  a  trough,  and  the 
overflow  from  the  trough  was  formerly  diffused  and  discharged 
itself  by  percolation,  and  the  owner  connected  the  trough  with 
reservoirs,  and  used  the  surplus  water  for  a  mill;  it  was  held 
that  this  grantee  could  maintain  an  action  against  an  upper 
riparian  proprietor  on  the  stream  above  the  diversion  for 
obstructing  the  flow  of  the  water.  Lush,  J.,  delivering  the 
judgment  of  the  Court,  said :  "  The  water  which  came  down 
"  to  him  at  the  farm  was  his  own,  to  use  it  how  he  pleased. 
"  There  was  no  one  entitled  to  share  with  him  in  its  use,  and  no 
"  one  who  could  call  him  to  account  for  any  use  he  chose  to 
"  make  of  it.  In  this  respect  his  position  was  different  from 
"  that  of  a  riparian  owner,  who  only  shares  the  use  of  the 
"  water  with  other  riparian  owners.  In  collecting  the  overflow 
"  at  the  trough  and  conveying  it  to  the  mill  he  clearly  did 
"  nothing  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  any  other  person,  or 
"  which  he  was  not  entitled  to  do  in  the  lawful  use  and 
"  enjoyment  of  his  own  property ;  nor  did  he  thereby  lose  any 
"  right  which  he  then  before  had.  While  the  water  overflowed 
"  the  trough  and  ran  to  waste,  he  had  a  right  to  complain  of  any 
"  undue  diversion  or  obstruction  of  the  stream  which  diminished 
"  the  accustomed  supply  to  the  trough,  and  he  acquired  no 
44  greater  right  by  conveying  it  to  the  mill.  No  doubt  the  conse- 
"  quences  to  a  wrongdoer  became  more  serious  after  the  drain 
"  was  made  than  they  were  before,  because  the  wrongful  act  was 
"  more  injurious,  and  larger  damages  would  have  been  paid  for 
"  it ;  but  it  is  a  fallacy  to  say  that  a  man's  rights  are  abridged, 
"  if,  when  he  abuses  them,  he  has  to  make  larger  compensation."  8 

1  As  by  Act  of  Parliament.    See  post,  Breda  v.  Silberbaver,  L.  R.,  3  P.  C.  84. 

p.  120.    As  to  sole  rights  to  water  under  '  L.  R.,  10  Kx.  59  (Ex.  Ch.)  ;  L.  B.,  8 

the  fioman-Dutch  Law  of  Cape  Colony,  Ex.  107  ;   44  L.  J.,  Ex.  52  ;   33  L.  T. 

see  French  Hoek  Commissioners  v.  Hugo,  125. 

1U  App.  Cas.  336;   54  L.  T.  92 ;  and  s  Holker  t.  Porrit,  L.  B.,  10  Ex.  59  ; 
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Special  statu- 
tory property 
in  water. 


In  the  case  of  Medway  Co.  v.  Earl  of  Romney}  the  plaintiffs 
were  incorporated  by  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  Medway  navigable;  and  "  the  said  river  and  streams 
"  so  as  to  be  made  navigable,  and  all  lands,  &c.  to  be  used  for 
"  the  benefit  of  the  navigation  were  vested  in  the  company  for 
"  ever."  The  defendants  constructed  works  on  the  river,  and 
raised  water  from  the  river  to  supply  a  county  lunatic  asylum 
and  gaol  not  on  riparian  lands.  On  action  brought  for  this 
diversion,  the  Court  held  that  the  action  would  lie.  Mr.  Justice 
Willes  says,  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court:  "Looking  to 
"  the  objects  which  were  contemplated  by  the  Acts  of  Parliament, 
"  to  which  our  attention  has  been  directed,  we  cannot  construe 
"  the  statute  13  Geo.  II.  c.  26,  a.  2,  as  giving  the  plaintiffs  any 
"  such  a  limited  right  in  the  river  as  a  private  grant  of  the  '  said 
"  '  river  and  stream '  might  have  conveyed,  but  as  creating  a  new 
"  species  of  statutory  property  and  interest  in  the  water,  which, 
"  in  our  opinion,  was  interfered  with  by  the  abstraction  of  it  for 
"  the  purposes  to  which  it  was  applied  by  the  defendant;  which 
"  purposes  were  more  extensive  than  those  for  which  a  riparian 
"  proprietor,  as  such,  could  insist  upon  appropriating  the  stream 
"  as  it  passed  by  his  land.  In  our  view  of  the  true  construction 
"  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  it  is  not  necessary  that  there  should 
"  be  an  actual  damage  to  the  navigation  ;  because  we  think  that 
"  the  legislature  intended  to  give  the  company  such  an  interest 
"  in  all  the  water  of  the  river  for  the  purposes  of  the  navigation 
"as  is  interfered  with  by  the  abstraction  of  any  part  thereof. 
"  Whether  or  not  the  riparian  proprietors  can  exercise,  for  the 
"  benefit  of  their  land  adjoining  the  river,  the  rights  which 
"  ordinarily  belong  to  such  proprietors,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
"express  &n  opinion. " 


Natural  right 
to  flow  of 
water. 


It  is  proposed  now  to  consider  the  natural  rights  of  riparian 
owners  to  the  flow  of  water  through  or  past  their  lands,  and 
the  injuries  which  may  be  sustained  by  them  by  a  wrongful 
interference  with  such  flow  so  as  to  injuriously  affect — 1st.  The 
natural  quantity  of  the  water — as  by  diversion  and  obstruction ; 
and  2ndly.  The  natural  quality  of  the  water — as  by  pollution.2 


and  see  Ma  ton  v.  Hill,  5  B.  &.  A.  1 ; 
39  R.  R.  354  ;  Orr  Hiving  v.  Colquhoun, 
2  App.  Cas.  584. 

1  9  C.  B.,  N.  S.  575.     See  Rochdale 
Canal  v.  Kitiq,  14  Q.  B.  122. 


*  The  right  of  access  which  a  riparian 
owner  has  on  a  navigable  river,  from  his 
land  to  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of 
exercising  the  public  right  of  navigation, 
is  treated  of  in  Chap.  II.,  p.  93. 
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The  Right  to  Water  in  its  Natural  Quantity. 

A  riparian  owner  in  a  natural  stream  is,  in  the  absence  of  a 
prescriptive  right  to  the  contrary,  entitled  to  have  the  water  flow 
to  him  in  its  natural  state,  so  far  as  that  may  be  a  benefit  to 
him — as,  for  instance,  to  turn  his  mill l  and  water  his  cattle ; 
and  he  is  bound  to  submit  to  receive  the  water,  so  far  as  it  is  a 
nuisance  by  its  tendency  to  flood  his  lands.2  "  By  the  general 
"  law  applicable  to  running  streams,"  says  Lord  Eingsdown,8 
"  every  riparian  proprietor  has  a  right  to  what  may  be  called  the 
"  ordinary  use  of  the  water  flowing  past  his  land — for  instance,  Ordinary  use. 
"  to  the  reasonable  use  of  the  water  for  his  domestic  purposes 
"  and  for  his  cattle ;  and  this  without  regard  to  the  effect  which 
"  such  use  may  have  in  case  of  a  deficiency  upon  proprietors 
"  lower  down  the  stream." 

With  regard  to  what  is  meant  by  "  domestic  purposes,"  Lord  Domestic 
Romilly,  M.  R,  says,  in  A.-G.  v.  Great  Eastern  Railway*  that  PurP0fle8- 
the  term  "  unquestionably  would  extend  to  culinary  purposes ;  to 
"  the  purposes  of  cleansing  and  washing,  feeding  and  supplying 
"  the  ordinary  quantity  of  cattle,  and  so  on ;  "  but  he  held  that 
a  railway  company,  as  riparian  owners,  were  not  entitled  ,to 
take  water  for  the  purpose  of  watering  their  engines  so  as  to 
injuriously  affect  the  navigation  of  a  stream,  such  use  not  being 
a  "  domestic  use,"  and,  moreover,  that  the  fact  that  the  railway 
company  did  not  require  the  water  for  domestic  uses  did  not 
entitle  them  to  take  it  for  other  purposes  of  a  different  character.5 
The  washing  of  carriages  has  been  held  to  be  a  domestic  use 
under  a  local  Act  of  Parliament  regulating  a  water  company.0 
" Brewing"  would  also  appear  to  be  a  domestic  use.7 

"  But  every  riparian  proprietor  has  also  a  further  right  to  the  Extraordi- 
"  use  of  the  water  for  any  purpose,  or  what  may  be  deemed  the  mMs'frriga- 
"  extraordinai-y  use  of  it,  provided  he  does  not  interfere  thereby  tion ; 


1  See  Eranhvm  v.  Falmouth,  2  A.  &  E. 
452 ;  4  L.  J.,  K.  B.  26. 

8  Per  Blackburn,  J.,  in  Ma  tan  v. 
Shrewsbury  Railioay,  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  582  ; 
40  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  293 ;  25  L.  T.  239. 

3  Miner  v.  Qilmaur,  12  Moo.,  P.  C. 
131 ;  3L.T.  98  ;  cited  with  approval  by 
Lord  Blackburn  in  French  Hoek  Corn- 
mi ssi oners  v.  Hugo,  10  App.  Cas.  336  ; 
64  L.  T.  92 ;  Swindon  Water  Co.  v. 
Wiltt  Canal  Co.,  L.  R.,  7  H.  L.  697 ; 
L.  B.,  9  Ch.  451  ;  Embrey  v.  Owen,  6  Ex. 
353  ;  Chasemore  v.  Richard*,  7  H.  L. 
349  ;  Sampson  v.  Hoddinot,  1  C.  B.,  N.  S. 


590  ;  Maton  v.  Hill,  5  B.  &  A.  1 ;  39  R.  B. 
354  ;  Wright  ▼.  Howard,  1  S.  &  S.  190  ; 
24  R.  R.  169;  Earl  of  Xorbury  v. 
Kitchin,  3  F.  &  F.  292  ;  9  Jur.,  N.  8.  132. 

*  23  L.  T.,  N.  S.  344  ;  affirmed  L.  R. 
6  Ch.  572. 

8  8ee  Earl  of  Sandwich  v.  Great 
Northern  Railway,  10  Ch.  1).  707,  and 
2>o*t,  p.  124. 

•  Butby  v.  Chetterjield  Water  Co., 
E.,  B.  &  E.  176. 

7  Per  James,  L.  J.,  in  Wiltt  and  Berks 
Canal  v.  Swindon  Water  Co.,  L.  R.,  9 
Ch.  457. 
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must  be 
reasonable  ; 


Swindon 
Water  Co.  v. 
Wilt*  and 
Berks  Canul. 


"  with  the  rights  of  other  proprietors  either  above  or  below. 
"  Subject  to  this  condition  he  may  dam  it  up  for  the  purpose 
"  of  a  mill,1  or  divert  the  water  for  the  purpose  of  irrigation. 
"  But  he  has  no  right  to  interrupt  the  regular  flow  of  the  stream, 
"  if  he  thereby  interferes  with  the  lawful  use  of  the  water  by 
"  other  proprietors,  and  inflicts  upon  them  a  sensible  injury." s 

Such  "extraordinary  use,"  in  order  to  be  justifiable,  however, 
must  be  a  reasonable  use,  and  one  for  which  a  riparian  pro- 
prietor is  entitled  to  take  the  water  from  its  natural  course  ;s 
for  where  an  unreasonable  use  is  made  of  the  water  by  one 
riparian  proprietor,  the  others  are  entitled  to  have  it  restrained, 
even  though  they  prove  no  actual  damage,  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  an  interference  with  a  right  which  unless  restrained  would 
in  the  course  of  twenty  years  confer  on  the  claimant  a  right  by 
prescription  in  derogation  of  the  prior  right.4  The  law  on  this 
point  is  very  clearly  stated  by  Cairns,  L.  C,  in  the  case  of  The 
Swindon  Water  Co.  v.  Wilts  and  Berks  Canal.*  In  this  case  the 
directors  of  a  waterworks  company  purchased  a  mill  on  the 
upper  part  of  a  stream,  and  so  became  riparian  owners.  They 
not  only  used  the  water  for  the  purposes  and  in  the  manner 
allowed  by  the  law  to  every  riparian  owner,  but  collected  it  into 
a  permanent  reservoir  for  the  supply  of  an  adjacent  town,  and 
claimed,  as  their  legal  right,  such  user  of  it.  The  House  of 
Lords  held  that  the  use  of  the  water  was  not  a  reasonable  use 
such  as  could  justifiably  be  made  by  an  upper  riparian  owner, 
and  that  a  canal  company,  who  were  riparian  owners  below, 
were  entitled  to  an  injunction  to  restrain  this  use  of  the  water. 
"  Undoubtedly,"  says  Lord  Cairns,  "  the  lower  riparian  owner 
"  is  entitled  to  the  accustomed  flow  of  the  water  for  the  ordinary 
"  purposes  for  which  he  can  use  it ;  that  is  quite  consistent  with 
"  the  right  of  the  upper  owners  also  to  use  the  water  for  all 
"  ordinary  purposes,  viz.,  as  has  been  said,  ad  lavandum  et  ad 


1  See  Bel/aU  Hope  Worts  v.  Boyd, 
21  L.  R.,  Ir.  560  ;  Ward  v.  Robbins,  15 
M.  &  W.  237. 

*  Miner  t.  Gilmonr,  12  Moore,  P.  C.  C. 
131  ;  3  L.  T.  98  ;  French  Hoek  Coniwis- 
*  toners  v.  Hvgo,  10  App.  Cas.  836  ;  54 
L.  T.  92.  See  also  Chasemore  v. 
Richards,  7  H.  L.  349 ;  Embrey  v.  Owen, 
6  Ex.  353  ;  3  Kent's  Comm.,  sect.  52, 
pp.  439 — 445,  cited  in  Embrey  v.  Owen, 
svp.j  at  p.  369 ;  and  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson, 
4  Mason's  U.  S.  Rep.  400,  per  Story,  J. 

3  Per  James,  L.  J.,  in  Wilts  and  Berks 


Canal  v.  Swindon  Water  Co.,  L.  R.,  9 
Ch.  457. 

4  L.  R.,  7  H.  L.  697. 

6  Swindon  Water  Co.  v.  Wilts  Canal, 
L.  R.,  7  H.  L.  697  ;  45  L.  J.,  Ch.  638  ; 
33  L.  T.  513  ;  Grand  Junction  Canal  v. 
Shvgar.  L.  R.,  6  Ch.  577  ;  Embrey  v. 
Owen,  6  Ex.  353,  per  Parke,  B. ;  Elwell 
v.  Ciiwther,  31  Beav.  163 ;  Robinson 
v.  Lord  Byron,  1  Bro.  C.  C.  588; 
Rochdale  Canal  v.  King,  2  Sim.,  K.  S. 
79. 
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"  potandum,   whatever  portion  of  the  water  may  be  thereby 

*'  exhausted  and  may  cease  to  come  down  by  means  of  that  use. 

"  But  further,  there  are  uses,  no  doubt,  to  which  the  water  may 

*'  be  put  by  the  upper  owner,  e.g.,  uses  connected  with  the  tenement  and  con- 

"  of  that  upper  owner.     Under  certain  circumstances,  and  pro-  tenement  of 

"  vided  no  material  injury  is  done,  the  water  may  be  used  and  the  uPl*r 

"  may  be  diverted  for  a  time  by  the  upper  owner  for  the  purpose 

"  of  irrigation.     This  may  well  be  done,  and  the  exhaustion  of 

"  the  water  which  may  thereby  take  place  may  be  so  incon- 

"  siderable  as  not  to  form  a  subject  of  complaint  by  the  lower 

"owner;   and  the  water  may  be  restored,  after  the  object  of 

"  irrigation  is  answered,  in  a  volume  substantially  equal  to  that 

"  in  which  it  passed  before.    Again,  it  may  well  be,  that  there 

"  may  be  a  use  of  the  water  by  the  upper  owner  for,  I  will  say, 

"  manufacturing  purposes,  so  reasonable  that  no  just  complaint 

"  can  be  made  on  the  subject  by  the  lower  owner.     Whether 

"  such  a  use  in  any  particular  case  could  be  made  for  manufac- 

"  turing  purposes,  connected  with  the  upper  tenement,  would.  I 

"  apprehend,  depend  upon  whether  the  use  was  a  reasonable 

"  use.    Whether  it  was  a  reasonable  use  would  depend,  at  all 

"  events,  in  some  degree,  on  the  magnitude  of  the  stream  from 

"  which  the  deduction  was  made  for  this  purpose  over  and  above 

"  the  ordinary  use  of  the  water.     But  my  Lords  and  your  Lord- 

"  ships  will  find  that  in  the  present  case  you  have  no  difficulty 

"  in  saying  whether  the  use  which  has  been  made  of  the  water 

"  by  the  upper  owner  comes  under  the  range  of  these  autho- 

"  rities,  which  deal  with  cases  such  as  I  have  supposed — cases 

"of  irrigation  and  cases  of  manufacture.     Those  were  cases 

44  where  the  use  made  of  the  stream  by  the  upper  owner  has 

44  been  for  purposes  connected  with  the  tenement  of  the  upper 

"  owner.     But  the  use  which  here  has  been  made  by  the  appel- 

"  lants,  and  the  use  which  they  claim  the  right  to  make  of  it,  is 

"  not  for  the  purpose  of  their  tenements  at  all,  but  is  a  use 

44  which  virtually  amounts  to  a  complete  diversion  of  the  stream 

"  — as  great  a  diversion  as  if  they  had  changed  the  watershed 

11  of  the  country,  and  in  place  of  allowing  a  stream  to  flow 

44  towards  the  south,  had  altered  it  near  its  source  so  as  to  make 

44  it  flow  towards  the  north.    My  Lords,  that  is  not  a  user  of  the 

44  stream  that  could  be  called  a  reasonable  user  by  the  upper 

'k  owner ;  it  is  a  confiscation  of  the  rights  of  the  lower  owner ;  it 

14  is  an  annihilation,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  of  that  portion 
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"  of  the  stream  which  is  used  for  those  purposes,  and  is  done 
"  not  for  the  sake  of  the  tenement  of  the  upper  owner,  but  that 
"  the  upper  owner  may  make  gains  by  alienating  the  water  to 
"  other  parties  who  have  no  connection  with  any  part  of  the 
"  stream.  It  is  a  matter  quite  immaterial  whether,  as  riparian 
"  owner  of  Wayte's  tenement,  any  injury  has  now  been  sus- 
"  tained,  or  has  not  been  sustained,  by  the  respondents.  If  the 
"  appellants  are  right,  they  would  at  the  end  of  twenty  years,  by 
"  the  exercise  of  this  claim  of  diversion,  entirely  defeat  the 
"  incident  of  the  property — the  riparian  right  of  Wayte's  tene- 
"  ment.  That  is  a  consequence  which  the  owner  of  Wayte's 
"  tenement  has  a  right  to  come  into  the  Court  of  Chancery  to 
"  get  restrained  at  once  by  injunction  or  declaration,  as  the  case 
"  may  be." 

From  this  case  it  would  seem  that  an  "  extraordinary  use,"  as 
well  as  being  reasonable,  must  be  for  the  use  of  the  riparian 
tenement.1  This  point  does  not  appear  to  have  been  pressed  in 
the  case  of  Earl  of  Norbury  v.  Kitchin*  where  it  was  held  that  a 
riparian  owner  had  a  right  by  means  of  water-wheels  and 
machinery  to  pump  water  from  a  stream  flowing  past  his  land 
to  a  reservoir,  and  to  convey  it  thence  to  his  dwelling-house  on 
another  estate,  and  there  to  apply  it  to  his  domestic  use  and 
other  purposes  of  utility,  provided  he  took  only  a  reasonable 
quantity  with  reference  to  the  size  of  the  stream — but  that  he 
had  no  right  to  take  by  means  of  machinery  more  water  than  he 
would  have  a  right  to  otherwise. 

In  Earl  of  Sandwich  v.  Great  Northern  Rail.  Co.,3  Bacon,  V.-C, 
held  that  a  railway  company,  as  riparian  owners,  were  entitled 
to  take  a  reasonable  quantity  of  water  for  supplying  their 
engines,  and  for  the  several  purposes  of  their  station,  returning 
what  they  did  not  want  to  the  stream,  and  dismissed  a  bill  by 
a  mill-owner  lower  down  the  stream,  who  failed  to  prove  any 
damage  to  his  mill  by  the  abstraction. 

In  Owen  v.  Davies*  it  was  held,  following  the  Swindon  case, 
that  a  local  board  of  health  who  had  purchased  a  piece  of  land 
adjoining  a  brook  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  water  for  their 
reservoir  had  only  the  ordinary  rights  of  a  riparian  proprietor 

1  As  to  this  see  Xuttal  v.  JSraceicell,       L.  T.  685. 

L.  R.,  2  Ex.  1  ;    Stockport   Water  Co.  MO  Ch.  Div.  707.    See  Kemit  v.  Gt. 

v.   Potter,  3  H.   &  C.  300,   and  ante%  East.  Ely.  Co.,  ant*,  p.  118. 

pp.  117,  120.  *  W.  N.  (1874)  175. 

2  3  F.  &  F.  292  ;  9  Jur.,  N.  S.  132  ;  7 
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and  could  not  divert  the  water  so  as  to  injuriously  affect  the 
land  of  another  riparian  owner.  In  the  case  of  Roberts  v. 
Guryrfai  District  Council1  the  Court  of  Appeal  held,  affirming 
Kekewich,  J.,  that  under  sect.  51  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
a  local  authority  have  no  power  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  water 
to  their  district,  to  alter  the  flow  of  water  in  a  stream,  without  the 
consent  in  writing  of  the  riparian  proprietors  lower  down  the 
stream,  as  required  by  sect.  832  of  the  Act,  and  that  by  so 
altering  the  flow  of  water  the  local  authority  are,  within  the 
meaning  of  sect.  332,  "  injuriously  affecting  "  the  common  law 
right  of  such  a  riparian  proprietor,  and  they  will  be  restrained 
from  so  doing  without  any  proof  of  sensible  damage  caused  to 
him. 

A  riparian  owner  is  therefore  at  liberty  to  pen  back  and 
divert3  temporarily  the  waters  of  a  stream  flowing  through  his 
lands  in  a  reasonable  way,  and  for  reasonable  purposes  connected 
with  his  tenement,  provided  he  does  not  thereby  injure  his 
neighbours,  and  no  action  will  lie  for  such  obstruction  unless 
the  complainant  can  prove  actual  damage.3  Where,  however, 
the  purpose  for  which  the  water  is  taken  is  not  reasonable,  or 
not  a  use  connected  with  the  riparian  tenement,  the  taking  it  is 
an  invasion  of  a  right  of  property ;  and  whenever  an  injury  is 
done  to  a  right,  actual  perceptible  damage  is  not  indispensable 
as  the  foundation  of  an  action,  but  it  is  sufficient  to  show  the 
violation  of  the  right,  and  the  law  will  presume  damage.4 

Whether  a  riparian  proprietor  may  use  the  water  of  a  stream  Irrigation, 
for  the  purposes  of  irrigation,  if  he  again  return  it  to  the  stream 
with  no  other  diminution  than  that  caused  by  the  evaporation 
and  absorption  attendant  on  irrigation,  appears  to  depend  on  the 
circumstances  of  each  particular  case.  Thus  in  Embrey  v. 
Owen,*  where  it  was  proved  that  the  diversion  was  not  con- 
tinuous, and  that  it  caused  no  diminution  cognizant  to  the 
senses,  the  Court  held  that  this  was  not  under  the  circumstances 
such  an  unreasonable  use  as  to  be  prohibited  by  law.     Where 

1  (1899)  2  Ch.  608 ;  68  L.  J.,  Cli.  757  ;       26  R.  R.  679  ;  Mamm  v.  Hill,  5  B.  &  A. 
81  L.  T.  445  ;  48  W.  R.  51.  1 ;  39  R.  R.  354  ;  Eddle*ton  v.  Crossley, 

*  A  count  for  diverting  and  turning  a      18  L.  T.  15. 

stream  held  not  to  be  supported  by  proof  *  Embrey  v.    Owen,  6  Ex.  353,  per 

of  penning  back  and  checking  its  course  Parke,  B.,  at  p.  363  ;  20  L.  J.,  Ex.  212  ; 

whereby  the  water  was  made  to  overflow  Swindon  Water  Co.  v.  Wilt*  and  Berk* 

plaintiffs  meadow  :  Griffith*  v.  Mann,  Canal,  L.  R.,  7  H.  L.  697  ;  45  L.  J.,  Ch. 

6  Price.  1.  638  :  33  L.  T.  513. 

*  William*  y.  Norland,  2  B.  &  C.  910  ;  »  6  Ex.  353. 
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the  defendant  diverted  water  from  a  river  for  the  purposes  of 
irrigation,  and  the  amount  of  water  was  not  thereby  diminished, 
but  the  water  arrived  so  late  at  the  plaintiff's  land  below  that  he 
could  not  use  it  fully  for  irrigation  purposes,  it  was  held  that 
this  detention  of  the  water  by  the  defendant  was  a  use  of  it 
which  was  in  its  character  necessarily  injurious  to  the  natural 
rights  of  the  plaintiff  as  a  riparian  owner,  and  therefore  a  ground 
of  action.1 
Mills.  The  owner  of  a  mill  on  the  banks  of  a  running  stream  may,  as 

has  been  stated,  divert  and  use  the  water  for  the  purposes  of  his 
mill,  provided  he  does  not  thereby  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
other  riparian  owners  above  or  below  him.  He  cannot,  however, 
unless  he  has  gained  a  prescriptive  right  to  do  so,  interfere,  by 
his  user  of  the  water,  with  the  rights  of  other  riparian  owners.2 

"The  owner  on  the  banks  of  a  non-navigable  river,"  says 
Lord  Blackburn,8  "  has  an  interest  in  having  the  water  above 
"  him  flow  down  to  him,  and  in  having  the  water  below  him  flow 
"  away  from  him  as  it  has  been  wont  to  do,  yet  I  apprehend  that 
"  a  proprietor  may,  without  any  illegality,  build  a  mill-dam 
"  across  the  stream  within  his  own  property,  and  divert  the 
"  water  into  a  mill  lade  without  asking  leave  of  the  proprietors 
"  above  him  ;  provided  he  builds  it  at  a  place  so  much 
"below  the  lands  of  those  proprietors  as  not  to  obstruct  the 
"  water  from  flowing  away  as  freely  as  it  was  wont,  and  without 
"  asking  leave  of  the  proprietors  below  him,  if  he  takes  care  to 
"  restore  the  water  to  its  natural  course  before  it  enters  their 
"land."* 

So  where  a  riparian  owner  has  so  appropriated  in  a  reasonable 
manner  the  water  of  a  stream  to  a  beneficial  use,  he  may  at  once 
maintain  an  action  for  any  infringement  of  this  new  use  by 
other  riparian  owners,  above  or  below  him.  He  cannot,  however, 
unless  he  has  gained  a  prescriptive  right  so  to  do,  interfere  by 
his  user  of  the  water  with  the  rights  of  other  riparian  owners. 

The  occupier  of  a  mill  may  maintain  an  action  for  infringing 
his  water-right,  though  he  has  not  enjoyed  it  for  twenty  years  in 
precisely  the  same  state ;  and  it  is  no  defence  that  the  occupier 

1  Simpson  v.  Hodd'nwt,  1  C.  B.,  N.  S.  Lower   Canada,   see    St.   Louis   v.    St. 

590.     See  per  Cairns,  L.  C.  in  Swindon  Limit,  3  Moo.,  P.  C.  398. 

Water  Co.  v.   Wilts  and  Berks  Canal,  3  Orr  Ewing  v.  Colqnhoun,  2  App.  Cas. 

ante,  p.  122.  856 ;  cf.  Miner  v.   Gilnwur,  12  Moore, 

*  See  per  Martin,   B.,  in   Xvttal  v.  P.  C.  C.  181. 

Bracewell,  h.  R.,2Ex.  1.  See  ]n>*t,  Chap.  *  As  to  Weirs  and  Dams  under  the 

IV. ;  as  to  the  rights  of  seigneurs  in  Fishery  Laws,  see  post,  Chap.  VI. 
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bad  within  a  few  years  erected  on  bis  mill  a  wheel  of  different 
dimensions,  bat  req  airing  less  water.  Bay  ley,  J.,  said :  "  The 
*'  plaintiff  proved  that  he  was  possessed  of  a  mill,  that  the  water 
"  had  flowed  from  time  immemorial  in  a  particular  channel,  and 
"  that  the  defendant  had  obstructed  it.  If  a  person  stop  a 
"  stream  which  has  immemorially  flowed  in  a  given  direction, 
"and  thereby  prejudices  another,  he  subjects  himself  to  an 
4<  action."1 

In  an  action  for  diverting  a  stream,   it  was  alleged  that  Plea  of 
defendant  placed  a  dam  across  the  stream,  and  thereby  diverted  howsut^ 
the  water  from  its  usual  course.     Held,  that  such  allegation  was  ported, 
supported  by  proof  that  in  consequence  of  the  dam  the  water  was 
prevented  from  being  regularly  supplied  to  the  mill,  though  the 
stream  was  not  diverted,  and  returned  to  its  course  before  it 
reached  the  mill,  and  there  was  no  waste  of  water.3     But  a 
count  for  diverting  and  turning  a  stream  is  not  supported  by 
proof  of  penning  back  and  checking  it,  whereby  water  was  made 
to  overflow  plaintiff's  land.8 

A  riparian  owner  on  a  natural  stream,  who  has,  without  Diversion  of 
infringing  the  rights  of  the  other  riparian  owners,  diverted  for  2!Iwun  by 
the  purposes  of  his  mill  a  portion  of  the  water  by  means  of  an  artificial 
artificial  conduit  or  goit,  does  not  from  the  fact  that  the  goit  is 
artificial  lose  his  natural  rights  with  regard  to  the  water  so 
supplied,  but  may  maintain  an  action  for  diversion  or  pollution 
of  the  stream,  whereby  his  rights  with  regard  to  the  water  in  the 
goit  are  infringed.  Where  the  conduit  or  goit  is  on  the  land  of 
the  mill-owner  himself,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  the  law 
is  as  above  stated;4  but  where  the  artificial  channel  has  been 
constructed  by  license  across  the  land  of  another,  some  difference 
of  opinion  has  arisen  as  to  whether  a  riparian  owner  has 
sufficient  interest  in  such  artificial  channel  to  enable  him  to 
maintain  an  action  for  an  interference  with  the  water  therein  by 
a  higher  riparian  owner  on  the  natural  stream.  This  question 
seems  to  depend  on  whether  the  diversion  amounts  to  the 
division  of  the  stream  into  two  channels,  so  as  to  make  the  lower 
owner  a  riparian  owner  on  the  new  channel. 

1  Sounder*  v.  Xewman,  1  B.  k  Aid.  *  Gnf/UJuiY.  Mann,  6  Price,  1. 

258  ;  19  R.  R.  312  :  Cox  v.  Mathews,  1  «  See   per   Lord   Campbell,  C.  J.,  in 

Ventr.  137.  Beeston  v.  Weate,  5   E.  &  B.  986  ;  and 

9  Shears  v.  Wood,  7  Moore,  345.    See  per  Kelly,  C.  B.,  in  Holker  v.  Pttrrit, 

Sampson  v.  Hoddinot,   1   C.  B.,  N.  B.  L.  R.,  8  Ex.  114. 
690. 
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It  has  been  decided  in  the  case  of  The  Stockpoi-t  Water  Co. 
v.  Potter,1  by  the  majority  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer — Bram- 
well,  B.,  di88entiente — that  if  a  riparian  owner  grants  to  a  non- 
riparian  owner  lands  not  abutting  on  the  stream,  this  grant, 
though  valid  as  against  the  grantor,  can  create  no  right  for  an 
interruption  of  which  the  grantee  can  sue  a  third  party;  and 
that,  therefore,  the  Stockport  Water  Company,  who  had  bought 
from  a  riparian  owner  certain  waterworks  not  on  riparian  lands, 
and  also  the  use  of  certain  tunnels  and  conduits  running  through 
the  riparian  lands  from  a  natural  stream  to  the  waterworks, 
could  not  sue  a  higher  riparian  owner  for  polluting  the  stream.3 
Bramwell,  B.,  dissented  from  this  view  of  the  law,  and  held  that 
the  grantees  could  recover,  on  the  general  principle  that  where 
a  man  has  property  he  may  grant  to  others  estates  in  and 
enjoyment  of  it. 
XuttalY.^  In  Nuttal  v.  Bracewell*  the  plaintiff  owned  a  mill  situate  on 

riparian  lands,  which  was  supplied  with  water  by  an  open  goit, 
made  in  1804  by  agreement  in  writing  with  the  adjoining  higher 
riparian  owner,  Mr.  Bagshaw,.  diverting  water  from  the  stream 
on  which  the  mill  was  situate,  by  means  of  a  weir  at  a  point 
called  Tom  Milner's  Ing  on  that  upper  owner's  land.  The  water 
was  again  returned  to  the  stream  below  the  mill.  The  action 
was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  against  a  higher  riparian  owner  for 
diverting  water  from  the  stream  above  the  weir.  A  verdict  was 
given  for  the  plaintiff;  but  a  rule  was  obtained  for  a  new  trial, 
on  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff  was  a  mere  licensee,  and  not  a 
riparian  owner,  and  could  not,  therefore,  on  the  authority  of 
Stockport  Waterworks  v.  Potter,  recover  for  the  diversion.  The 
Court  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  and  discharged  the  rule. 

Martin,  B.,  says :  "  The  application  and  use  of  flowing  water 
"  to  work  machinery  is  as  old  as  the  law.  Corn  mills  have 
"  existed  from  time  immemorial,  and  it  appears  from  old  legal 
"  authorities  that  fulling  and  other  mills  worked  by  water  for 
"  the  purpose  of  manufacture  are  of  a  very  ancient  date.  Until 
"  the  last  century,  steam  as  a  power  was,  if  known,  not  much  in 
"  ubo;  and  until  it  was  introduced,  water  power  was  very  generally 

1  3  H.  in  C.  31)0.  See  Whalry  v.  Laing,  make  of  it.      See  Swindon  Waterworlut 

3  H.  &  N.  675,  901  ;  27  L.  J.,  Ex.  422.  v.  Wilts  and  Berk*  Canal,  L.  R.,7  H.  L. 

*  The  water  in  this  case  was  diverted  697. 
for  the  purjXHe  of  supplying  the  town  8  L.  R.,  2  Ex.  1  ;  36  L.  J.,  Ex.  1  ;  15 

of  8tockport  with  water,  which  was  an  L.  T.  313. 
unreasonable  use  for  a  riparian  owner  to 


THE   RIGHT   TO   WATER   IN    ITS   NATURAL   QUANTITY.  129 

"  used;  and  it  is  still  the  cheapest  one  available.  The  mill  is 
"  sometimes  situated  upon  the  bank  of  the  natural  stream,  but 
"  more  usually  at  some  little  distance  from  it ;  the  water  is 
"  conveyed  to  it  by  a  goit  or  artificial  cut,  leading  from  the 
"  stream,  and  then,  after  turning  the  wheel  of  the  mill,  flows 
"  away  in  what  is  commonly  called  the  tail  goit.  So  also,  water 
"  was  and  is  very  frequently  conveyed  from  the  natural  stream 
"  in  the  same  manner,  for  purposes  of  irrigation.  And  it  is  not 
"  too  much  to  say,  that  the  value  of  actual  or  supposed  water 
"  rights  of  this  character  throughout  England  may  be  estimated 
"  by  hundreds  of  thousands,  if  not  millions."  His  Lordship 
then  cites  Lord  Kingsdown's  exposition  of  the  law  relating  to 
riparian  rights,  in  Miner  v.  Gilmour,1  and  continues :  "  Accord- 
"  ing  to  the  law  so  enunciated,  and  which  no  doubt  is  the  law, 
"  it  would  be  competent  for  Mr.  Bagshaw,  or  his  successor  in 
"  the  ownership  of  Tom  Milner's  Ing,  to  erect  a  mill  upon  it, 
"  and  take  the  water  irom  the  stream  to  work  it,  provided  he 
"neither  penned  back  the  water  upon  his  neighbour  above, 
"  nor  injuriously  affected  the  volume  and  flow  of  the  water  of 
"  the  stream  to  his  neighbour  below.  And  the  law  favours  the 
"  exercise  of  such  a  right ;  it  is  at  once  beneficial  to  the  owner 
"  and  to  the  commonwealth.  And  if  this  be  so,  why  may  not 
"  the  owners  of  two  adjoining  closes  agree  together  for  their 
"  mutual  benefit  to  take  water  through  a  goit  from  the  close  of 
"  the  one  into  the  close  of  the  other,  returning  the  water  to 
"  the  stream  in  the  close  of  the  latter,  and  thereby  doing  no 
"injury  to  any  one?  In  point  of  fact,  very  many  goits  pass 
"  through  the  land  of  different  landowners,  between  the  place 
"  where  the  water  is  taken  from  the  stream  and  the  mill  where 
"  it  works  the  machinery."  The  learned  Baron  went  on  to  say, 
that  as  the  right  to  the  flow  of  water  in  a  goit  was  a  well-known 
easement,3  he  was  of  opinion  that  although  such  an  easement 
could  be  only  binding  as  against  the  grantor  if  by  deed,  that  the 
actual  possession  of  the  goit  by  the  plaintiff  gave  him  a  right  of 
action  against  defendant,  a  wrongdoer. 

Pollock,  C.  B.,  and  Channell,  B.,  arrived  at  the  same  conclu- 
sion, but  upon  different  grounds,  holding  that  the  diversion  of 
the  stream  by  means  of  the  goit  was  lawful,  and  amounted  to 

1  12  Moo.  P.  C.  156.  See  ante,  pp.  121,  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  586  ;  and  per  Lord  Camp- 

122.  bell,  C.  J.,  in  Beeston  t.  WeaUy  5  E.  &  B. 

3  Astothissee/«w/,Chap.IV. ;  and  per  986  ;  25  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  115. 
Cockburn,  C.  J.,  in  Mason  v.  Shrewsbury, 

L.W.  9 
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Crowley  v. 
Lightowler. 


a  division  of  the  stream  into  two  channels;  and  that  the 
plaintiff,  as  a  riparian  owner  on  the  goit,  had  all  the  rights 
which  a  riparian  owner  would  have  had  on  a  natural  stream. 
"  The  Stockport  case"  says  Channell,  B.,  delivering  the  joint 
judgment  of  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  and  himself,  "in  effect 
decided  that  a  riparian  proprietor  cannot  grant  away  his 
water  rights  apart  from  his  estate,  so  as  to  place  the  grantee 
in  the  same  position  with  respect  to  the  other  riparian 
proprietors  as  he  occupied  himself.  ...  If,  however,  two 
adjoining  riparian  proprietors  agree  to  divert  the  stream  so 
that  it  shall  run  in  two  channels  instead  of  one,  the  water 
passing  again  into  the  old  stream  below  their  land,  and  flowing 
down  to  the  lower  proprietors  as  before,  the  case  is,  I  think, 
different.  What  is  done  is  apparent  to  all,  and  any  use  that 
may  be  made  of  the  new  stream,  as  to  turn  a  mill  for  instance, 
is  as  apparent  as  if  the  mill  were  upon  the  old  stream.  What 
is  done  by  the  two  proprietors  may  be  supposed  to  be  a  more 
convenient  way  of  using  the  flow  of  the  water,  while  it  in  no 
way  diminishes  or  affects  the  rights  of  the  other  proprietors." 
This  distinction  is  alluded  to  in  the  judgment  of  the  majority 
in  Stockport  Waterworks  v.  Potter,1  where  it  is  said :  "  The  case 
"  where  a  riparian  proprietor  makes  two  streams  instead  of  one, 
"  and  grants  land  on  the  new  stream,  seems  analogous  to  a 
"  grant  of  a  portion  of  the  river  bank,  but  not  analogous  to  a 
"  grant  of  a  portion  of  the  riparian  estate  not  abutting  on  the 
"  river.  In  the  case  of  a  grant  of  land  on  a  new  stream,  the 
"  grantee  obtains  a  right  of  access  to  the  river,  and  it  is  by  virtue 
"  of  that  right  of  access  that  he  obtains  his  water  rights." 

Br  am  well,  B.,  also  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs  on  the 
same  ground  as  in  the  Stockport  case. 

In  Crossley  v.  Lightowler  the  plaintiffs,  owners  of  mills  on  the 
river  Hebble,  by  agreement  with  a  higher  riparian  owner  named 
Pilling,  laid  down  a  pipe  in  that  higher  riparian  owner's  land, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  supply  of  pure  water  from  the 
river  above  Pilling's  dye  works.  A  suit  was  brought  to  restrain 
the  defendant,  a  higher  riparian  owner,  from  polluting  the 
river  to  the  plaintiff's  injury,  and  an  injunction  granted  by 
Wood,  V.-C. ; 2  but  on  appeal  so  much  of  the  decree  as  related 
to  fouling  of  the  water  received  through  the  pipe  on  Pilling's 
land  was  reversed  by  Lord  Chelmsford,  L.  C.8     "  From  what  has 

1  3  H.  &  C.  300.  a  L.  R.,  3  Eq.  279,  »  L.  R.,  3  Ch.  478. 
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"  been  already  said,"  says  the  learned  Lord,  "it  may  be  collected 
"  that,  in  my  opinion,  if  the  plaintiffs  had  proved  the  pollution 
"  of  the  Hebble  opposite  to  their  mills  by  the  defendants,  they 
"  would  have  had  good  ground  for  an  injunction,  although  they 
"  were  not  actually  using  the  water  for  their  business.  But, 
"  although  the  plaintiffs  by  their  bill  assert  their  rights  as 
"  riparian  proprietors,  the  case  which  they  prove  is  of  an 
"  entirely  different  description.  Whether  the  agreement  with 
"  Messrs.  Pilling,  however  binding  upon  them,  would  enable  the 
"  plaintiffs  to  assert  the  right  acquired  under  it  in  their  own 
"  names  against  any  person  fouling  the  waters  thus  artificially 
"  obtained  is,  perhaps,  doubtful :  but  the  plaintiffs  do  not  claim 
"  as  the  grantees  of  Filling,  but  in  their  character  as  riparian 
"  proprietors,  and  the  fouling  which  they  prove  is  not  of  the 
"  water  which  flows  between  the  banks  at  Dean  Clough  (i.e.,  past 
"  plaintiffs'  mill),  but  of  the  supply,  which  they  draw  to  the  mills 
"from  a  higher  source.  This  is  clearly  not  an  injury  to  the 
*'  rights  of  the  plaintiffs  as  riparian  owners."  l 

In  the  recent  case  of  Ormerod  and  another  v.  The  Todmorden  Onnerod  ▼. 
Joint  Stock  Mill  Company,  Limited*  in  which  it  was  held  by  the  ™morie* 
Court  of  Appeal  that  a  riparian  owner  cannot,  except  as  against 
himself,  confer  on  one  who  is  not  a  riparian  owner  any  right  to 
use  the  water  of  the  stream,  and  any  user  by  a  non-riparian  pro- 
prietor, even  under  a  grant  from  a  riparian  owner,  is  wrongful, 
if  it  sensibly  affects  the  flow  of  the  water  by  the  lands  of  other 
riparian  proprietors,  the  foregoing  cases  were  fully  discussed, 
and  the  judgment  of  Brett,  M.  It.,  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  is 
instructive  as  to  riparian  rights  in  artificial  channels. 

In  this  case  the  plaintiffs,  who  were  riparian  owners  on  the 
Burnley  river,  from  which  they  for  many  years  had  conducted 
water  to  their  mill,  complained  that  their  rights  were  injuriously 
affected  by  the  defendants,  who  were  not  riparian  owners,  but 
conducted  water  by  means  of  a  pipe  laid  through  the  land  of  a 
riparian  owner  about  fifty  yards  above  the  plaintiffs'  intake  to 
their  works,  where  some  of  it  was  used  or  lost,  and  the  remainder 
returned  to  the  river  in  a  heated  condition,  thus  sensibly 
diminishing  its  quantity  and  deteriorating  its  quality  when  it 
arrived  at  the  plaintiffs'  land. 

1  See  also  Hotter  v.  Porrit,  L.  R.f  3  11  A.  &  E.  571  :    9  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  159  ; 

Ex.  107  ;  44  L.  J.,  Ex.  52  ;  33  L.  T.  125  ;  Sutcliffe  v.  Booth,  9  Jur.,  N.  S.   1037  ; 

Beezton  v.   Weatc,  per  Lord  Campbell,  Wood  v.  Wawd,  3  Ex.  748. 

C.  J.,  5  E.  fc  B.  986  ;  Mayor  v.  Chadwick,  2  1 1  Q.  B.  D.  155. 
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Cave,  J.,  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs  with  costs  and  an 
injunction  restraining  defendants,  and  judgment  was  affirmed 
by  the  Court  of  Appeal  (Brett,  M.  R.,  and  Lindley  and 
Bowen,  L.  33.). 

"  The  question  whether  the  defendants  are  or  are  not  riparian 
"  owners  depends,"  says  Brett,  M.  B.,  "on  Nuttall  v.  Braceivett1 
"  and  Holker  v.  Porrit,*  rather  than  upon  Stockport  Waterworks 
"Co.  v.  Potter*  In  those  two  cases  the  questions  between  the 
"  parties  depended  upon  riparian  ownership  ;  at  least  this  was  the 
"  view  of  some  of  the  judges  who  took  part  in  the  decisions.  It 
"  was  contended  in  Nuttall  v.  Bracewell l  that  a  riparian  owner 
"  could  not  confer  his  own  rights  upon  another  person ;  but 
"Pollock,  C.  B.,  and  Channell,  B.,  held  that  by  the  construc- 
"  tion  of  the  goit  the  course  of  the  river  was  altered,  a  new 
"  channel  was  created,  and  thenceforward  the  stream  ran  in  two 
"  channels  or  branches  ;  and  these  judges  held  that  because  the 
"  stream  flowed  in  two  branches,  the  owner  of  the  land  along 
"  which  the  new  branch  passed  was  a  riparian  owner.  The  case 
"  was  decided  on  the  ground  that  the  new  stream  was  a  branch  of 
"  the  river.  That  was  not  a  case  where  a  mere  easement  had 
"  been  created,  where  a  mere  pipe  had  been  laid  in  the  ground. 
"In  Holker  v.  Porrit*  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
"appear  to  have  acted  upon  somewhat  similar  reasonings, 
"  although  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber  the  judgment  was  affirmed 
"  on  a  different  ground.  Neither  of  these  two  cases  fully  defines 
"  what  is  a  riparian  owner :  in  the  present  case  the  question 
"  depends  to  some  extent  upon  the  facts  of  the  case.  .  .  .  The 
"  defendants  have  taken  nothing  in  the  soil  which  abuts  upon 
"  the  river ;  they  do  not  own  a  single  inch  of  the  bank,  they 
"  are  not  riparian  owners :  then  are  they  entitled  to  the  rights 
"  of  riparian  owners?  The  answer  depends  upon  whether  the 
"  decision  of  the  majority  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Stockport 
"  Waterworks  Co.  v.  Potter*  can  be  supported :  we  must  take  the 
"  ground  of  the  decision  to  be  that  which  is  stated.  The  ques- 
"  tion  there  was  whether  the  rights  of  a  riparian  proprietor  can 
"  be  assigned  ;  and  the  following  doctrine  was  laid  down  in  the 
"judgment :  *  '  There  seems  to  be  no  authority  for  contending 
"  '  that  a  riparian  proprietor  can  keep  the  land  abutting  on 
"  '  the  river,   the    possession  of    which   gives  him  his  water 

1  L.  R,  2  Ex.  1.  »  3H.&C.  300. 

2  L.  R.,  8  Ex.  107  ;  L.  R.,  10  Ex.  59.  4  8  H.  &  C,  pp.  326,  327. 
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"  '  rights,  and  at  the  same  time  transfer  those  rights,  or  any 
" '  of  them,  and  thus  create  a  right  in  gross  by  assigning  a 
"  '  portion  of  his  rights  appurtenant.  It  seems  to  us  clear 
" '  that  the  rights  which  a  riparian  proprietor  has  with  respect 
"  *  to  the  water  are  entirely  derived  from  his  possession  of  land 
"  '  abutting  on  the  river.  If  he  grants  away  any  portion  of  his 
"  '  land  so  abutting,  then  the  grantee  becomes  a  riparian  pro- 
"  '  prietor,  and  has  similar  rights.  But  if  he  grants  away  a 
"  '  portion  of  his  estate  not  abutting  on  the  river,  then  clearly 
"  '  the  grantee  of  the  land  would  have  no  water  rights  by  virtue 
"  '  merely  of  his  occupation.  Can  he  have  them  by  express 
"  '  grant  ?  It  seems  to  us  that  the  true  answer  to  this  is  that 
"  '  he  can  have  them  against  the  grantor,  but  not  so  far  as  to 
" '  sue  other  persons  in  his  own  name  for  an  infringement  of 
"  *  them.'  This  passage  contains  the  reason  of  the  decision  of 
"  the  majority.  The  grantee  has  his  rights  as  against  the 
"  grantor,  but  not  as  against  any  one  besides.  Bramwell,  B.9 
"dissented;  and  no  doubt  we  ought  to  carefully  consider  any 
"  objection  coming  from  him.  In  Nuttall  v.  Bracewell  it  was 
"  held  that  the  plaintiff  was  a  riparian  proprietor  in  respect  of  a 
"  goit ;  but  Pollock,  G.  B.,  and  Channell,  B.,  did  not  alter  the 
"  opinion  which  they  had  formed  in  Stockport  Waterworks  Co. 
"v.  Potter;  they  adhered  to  the  ground  of  their  judgment  in 
"  that  case.  They  pointed  out  that  the  rights  of  a  riparian 
"  proprietor  can  be  easily  ascertained,  but  that  one  riparian 
"proprietor  may  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  who  are  the 
"grantees  of  another  riparian  proprietor:  they  repeated  that 
"  the  grantee  of  a  riparian  proprietor  can  sue  only  the  grantor 
"  for  any  interference  with  him.  I  am  prepared  to  say  that, 
"for  the  reasons  given  by  Pollock,  C.  B.,  and  Channell,  B., 
"  I  agree  with  the  judgment  of  the  majority  of  the  Court  in 
"  Stockjxyrt  Waterworks  Co.  v.  Potter;  the  grant  of  a  right  to 
"  flowing  water  by  a  riparian  owner  is  valid  only  against  hini- 
"  self,  and  cannot  confer  rights  as  against  others.  The  law  as 
"  to  flowing  water  is  part  of  the  common  law  of  England ; 
"but  it  only  exists  as  between  riparian  owners;  it  does  not 
"  extend  to  those  whose  lands  do  not  abut  on  streams  and  rivers. " 
So  far  as  these  cases  go  the  following  principles  seem  clear, 
viz.,  that  no  person  but  a  riparian  owner  can  sue  a  riparian 
owner  for  injury  to  the  flow  of  water  in  a  stream  ;  that  where  the 
stream  is  artificial  no  owner  on  it  can  be  called  a  riparian  owner 
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unless  the  artificial  stream  amounts  to  a  branch  or  division  of 
the  natural  stream ;  and  that  the  mere  grantee  of  a  riparian 
owner  has  no  right  to  sue  any  riparian  owner  at  all  except  his  own 
grantor,  and  is  not  entitled  to  use  the  water  as  a  riparian  owner 
if  his  use  thereof  sensibly  affects  the  flow  of  the  water  by  the  lands 
of  other  riparian  owners.  A  non-riparian  owner,  however,  who 
under  license  from  a  riparian  owner  takes  water  from  a  stream 
and  returns  it  unpolluted  and  undiminished  is  not  liable  to  be 
restrained  by  injunction  at  the  suit  of  a  lower  riparian  owner.1 
It  must,  however,  be  kept  in  mind  that  it  has  been  laid  down  by 
the  highest  authority  that  permanent  artificial  channels  may  be 
so  enjoyed  as  to  confer  rights  to  the  use  of  the  water,  especially 
in  cases  where  from  the  antiquity  of  such  channels  there  is  a 
doubt  as  to  whether  they  were  not  part  of  a  natural  stream.3 
Such  rights  are,  however,  not  properly  called  natural  rights,  but 
are  acquired  by  prescription,  and  as  such  are  fully  considered 
in  another  chapter.3 
Rights  as  The  above  cases  have  all  been  decided  as  between  persons 

^pMsereor  claiming  rights  on  artificial  watercourses  and  riparian  owners 
wrong-doers,  on  the  natural  streams  from  which  the  water  in  the  artificial 
watercourses  originally  came,  and  would  not,  it  is  submitted, 
though  the  language  of  some  of  the  judgments  is  very  compre- 
hensive, affect  the  right  which  a  person  enjoying  the  benefit  of 
water  in  an  artificial  channel  which  he  has  legally  appropriated 
would  have  to  sue  a  mere  trespasser  or  wrongdoer  for  a  direct 
interference  with  his  enjoyment.  "  No  one,"  says  Brett,  M.  K.,4 
"  is  justified  in  injuring  the  right  of  appropriation  which  every- 
"body  else  has.1'  "Mere  possession  of  rights  corporeal  and 
"  incorporeal  is  sufficient  to  maintain  an  action  against  a  wrong- 
"  doer." 5  The  only  case  which  seems  to  be  directly  against  this 
contention  is  that  of  Whaley  v.  Laing,  where  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  Chamber  held,  reversing  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
that  the  licensee  of  a  canal  company  who  took  water  from  the 
canal  for  his  engines  could  not  sue  the  defendant,  who  polluted 
the  water  of  the  canal,  which  passed  to  and  injured  the  boilers  of 

1  Kentit  v.  G.  B.  Bail.  Co.,  27  Ch.  D.       239  :  (1902)  18  T.  L.  II.  364. 

122  ;  54  L.  J.,  Ch.  19  ;  51  L.  T.  862.  3  Pott,  Chap.  IV.,  pp.  204  et  teg. 

2  Bamethur  Pershad  Singh  v.  Koonj  *  Ballard  v.  Tomlinton,  29  Ch.  D.  115, 
Bchari  Pattuck,  4  App.  Cas.  121    ;  Wood      at  p.  122.     iSee  pott.  p.  201 . 

v.  Wand,  3  Ex.  748  ;  18  L.  J.,  Ex.  305  ;  *  Pullan  v.  Bovghfort  Bleaching  «#., 
Huberts  v.  Bichardt,  51  L.  J.,  Ch.  944  21  L.  R.,  Ir.  73  ;  see  Ma  ton  v.  Hill,  5  B. 
(C.  A.)  ;  50  L.  J.,  Ch.  297  ;  44  L.  T.  271  ;  k  A.  1  ;  39  R.  R.  354  ;  Xnttall  v.  Brace- 
Blackburn  v.   Somert,  5   L.  R.,  Ir.  1  :  well,  L.  R.,  2  Ex.  1. 
Baily  v.    Clark,  (1901)    17   T.    L.   1\. 
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the  plaintiff.  The  question  was,  whether  the  plaintiff,  as  he  had 
no  legal  right  to  the  water,  but  merely  a  license  to  use  it,  could  sue 
the  defendant  for  the  damage.  The  declaration  stated  that  the 
plaintiff  used  and  had  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  water,  which 
water  had  been  used,  and  then  ought  to  have  run  and  flowed 
without  pollution.  The  Court  of  Exchequer l  held,  without 
deciding  whether  the  plaintiff  had  any  possessory  title  in  the 
water  of  the  canal — so  that  if  the  defendant  had  stopped  the 
flow  of  it  to  the  plaintiff,  or  if  the  plaintiff,  in  order  to  get  the 
water,  had  to  go  to  the  canal  and  draw  it  with  a  bucket,  any 
action  could  have  been  maintained — that  he  was  entitled  to 
judgment  on  the  ground  that  the  defendant  caused  foul  water  to 
flow  on  to  the  plaintiff's  premises  without  justification.  They 
held,  further,  that  the  declaration  did  not  mean  an  assertion  of 
title  in  the  plaintiff,  but  that  the  defendant  had  no  right  to  foul 
the  water.  On  appeal  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber2  were 
divided  in  opinion :  "Willes  and  Crowder,  JJ.,  held  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  below  ought  to  be  affirmed,  on  the  ground 
that  the  plaintiff  was  in  possession  of  the  water,  and  the  defen- 
dant was  a  wrongdoer.  Crompton  and  Erie,  JJ.,  held  that  the 
declaration  was  bad,  as  it  claimed  indirectly  a  right  to  the  flow 
of  the  water  which  was  not  supported  by  evidence  of  any  legal 
right ;  but  they  added  that  they  did  not  say  that  an  action  might 
not  lie  if  a  man  had  permission  from  the  owner  of  a  pond  to 
get  water  for  his  cattle,  and  if  a  stranger,  knowing  the  probable 
and  natural  effect  of  his  act,  poisoned  the  water  so  that  the 
cattle  were  injured,  that  probably  in  such  a  case  an  action 
would  lie ;  but  that  the  right  of  action  would  be  founded,  not 
on  the  title  or  right  to  the  water,  but  on  the  injury  to  the  pro- 
perty of  the  plaintiff.  Williams,  J.,  held  the  declaration  bad  in 
substance,  and  that  the  judgment  should  he  arrested ;  but  that 
the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the  verdict.  Wightman,  J.,  thought 
the  defendants  were  entitled  to  judgment,  as  the  plaintiff  had  no 
legal  right  to  the  water,  and  that,  as  against  him,  the  defendants 
could  not  be  considered  wrongdoers.  The  result  was  that  the 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff  was  directed  to  stand,  but  judgment 
was  arrested. 

In  the  case  of  Stockport  v.  Potter*  Bramwell,  13.,  who  dissented 
from  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  holding  that  grantees  could 

1  2  H.  &,  N.  476.  3  S  H.  k  C.  300  ;  bcc  Xuttall  v.  Brace- 

••3H.&N.  675.  well,  L.  R.,  2  Ex.  I. 
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escape  and 
overflow  of 
water. 


recover,  on  the  general  principle  that  where  a  man  has  property, 
he  may  grant  to  others  rights  in  it,  for  which  the  grantees  can 
sue,  says  :  "  In  this  case,  however,  the  plaintiffs  cannot  rely  on 
"  their  mere  possession  of  the  water  they  take,  or  perhaps,  I 
"  ought  to  say,  on  their  mere  taking  of  it.  For  whatever  IVlialey 
"v.  Lalng  may  have  decided,  it  certainly  decided  this,  that  such 
"possession  was  not  enough  to  enable  the  possessor  to  maintain 
"an  action.  For  that  case  decides  that  the  plaintiff  had  not 
"  alleged,  or  having  alleged  had  not  proved,  a  right  to  the  water, 
"  and  so  could  not  recover." 

The  case  of  Whaley  v.  Ijaing1  was  therefore  decided  by  a  bare 
majority  of  the  judges,  and  was  clearly  against  the  opinion  of 
the  late  Lord  Bramwell.2  It  was,  moreover,  a  claim  by  a  mere 
licensee,  whose  interest  in  the  water  was  possibly  less  than  that 
of  a  grantee,  who  could  sue  his  grantor  for  interfering  with  the 
subject  of  his  grant.  It  seems  also  against  the  principles  stated 
in  Ballard  v.  Tomlinson'6  and  WomersUy  v.  Church,*  viz.,  that  the 
right  to  sue  a  wrongdoer  for  a  direct  injury  done  to  water 
which  has  been  appropriated  does  not  depend  on  property  in 
that  water.5 

A  riparian  owner  is  not  only  entitled  to  havo  the  waters  of  a 
stream  passing  through  his  lands  flow  to  him  in  its  natural  state 
so  far  as  it  is  a  benefit  to  him,  but  he  is  also  bound  to  submit  to 
receive  it  so  far  as  it  is  a  nuisance  to  him  by  its  tendency  to 
flood  his  lands.6  Unless,  therefore,  the  flow  of  the  stream  is 
increased  or  diverted  to  his  prejudice  by  some  unauthorized  act, 
either  of  proprietors  above  or  below  him,  he  has  no  remedy,  but 
must  submit  to  what  is  the  result  of  natural  causes. 

Thus  where  a  stream  becomes  by  natural  causes  silted  up  or 
choked  with  reeds,  and  in  consequence  overflows  adjoining  land, 
there  is  no  common  law  liability  on  the  owner  to  clear  the 
channel  or  to  compensate  the  adjoining  landowners  who  may 
be  damaged  thereby.7 

The  principles  of  law  regulating  the  duties  and  liabilities  of 


1  3  H.  &  N.  075. 

8  The  opinion  of  Bramwell,  B.,  in 
Stockportx.  Putter,  that  a  grantee  can  sue 
tttwther  riparian  owner,  is  overruled  in 
Ormerod  v.  Todntarden  Co.,  11  Q.  B.  D. 
155,  ante.  p.  131. 

8  29  Ch.  D.  115 ;  54  L.  J.,  Ch.  404  ; 
52  L.  T.  41)2  ;  pott,  p.  201. 

4  17  L.  T.,  N.  S.  190. 

5  See   Itochdiile    Qtnal    v.  King,    14 


Q.  B.  122,  136,  pott,  p.  302  ;  a>ckbur*n  v. 
Erewask  Canal,  11  W.  R.  34  ;  Sfmnd  v. 
Henderson,  2  Dow,  H.  L.  C.  519;  14 
R.  R.  202. 

6  Per  Blackburn,  J.f  in  Mason  v. 
Shrewsbury  Bail.  Co.,  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B. 
582.  See  also  Wilson  v.  Waddell,  2 
App.  Cas.  95  ;  35  L.  T.  639. 

7  I/od/js<m  v.  Mayor  of  York,  28 
L.  TM  N.  S.  836.    See  also  Crackntll  v. 
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the  owners  of  land  with  regard  to  the  escape  and  overflow  of 
water,  and  the  rights  they  have  of  protecting  their  land  from 
such  overflow,  have  been  discussed  of  late  in  a  series  of  important 
cases,  and  seem  now  to  be  settled  on  a  satisfactory  basis.  The 
general  principle  regulating  the  liabilities  of  landowners,  with 
regard  to  the  escape  and  overflow  of  water,  seems  to  be  as 
follows :  Where  the  owner  of  land,  without  wilfulness  or  negli- 
gence, uses  his  land  in  the  ordinary  manner  of  its  use,1  though 
mischief  thereby  accrues  to  his  neighbour,  he  will  not  be  liable 
for  damages ;  but  where  for  his  own  convenience  he  diverts  or 
interferes  with  the  course  of  a  stream,  or  where  he  brings  upon 
his  land  water  which  would  not  naturally  have  come  upon  it, 
even  though  in  so  doing  he  act  without  wilfulness  or  negligence, 
he  will  be  liable  for  all  direct  and  proximate  damages,2  unless  he 
can  show  that  the  escape  of  the  water  was  caused  by  an  agent 
beyond  his  control,  or  by  a  storm,  which  amounts  to  vis  major 
or  the  act  of  God,  in  the  sense  that  it  is  practically,  if  not 
physically,  impossible  to  resist  it.8  His  liability,  moreover,  in  no 
way  depends  on  his  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  nuisance.4 

Negligence  is  defined  by  Alderson,  B.,6  as  follows :  "  Negligence  Negligence 
"  is  the  omission  to  do  something  which  a  reasonable  man,  guided  defined» 
"  upon  those  considerations  which  ordinarily  regulate  the  conduct 
"of  human   affairs,  would   do;   or   doing  something  which  a 
"prudent  or  reasonable  man  would  not  do." 

"  It  is  now  thoroughly  established/'  says  Lord  Blackburn,0 
"  that  no  action  will  lie  for  doing  that  which  the  legislature  has 
"authorized,  if  it  be  done  without  negligence,  although  it  does 
"  occasion  damage  to  any  one ;  but  an  action  does  lie  for  doing  that 


Thetford,  L.  R.,  4  C.  P.  629  ;  Barrett 
Navigation  Co.  v.  Bobins,  10  M.  &  W. 
593  ;  Bridge1 1  case,  10  Rep.  33. 

1  With  regard  to  natural  streams,  it 
is  the  undoubted  right  of  the  owner  of 
the  banks  and  bed  to  build  on  the  bed 
or  banks  in  the  same  way  as  he  may  on 
any  part  of  his  land  not  covered  with 
water ;  provided  that  he  does  not  inter- 
fere with  either  the  rights  of  navigation 
or  of  the  other  riparian  owners  above  or 
below  him  ;  he  cannot,  however,  obstruct 
the  course  of  a  stream  by  building  on 
the  ordinary  or  flood  channel,  so  as  to 
throw  the  waters  in  the  times  of  ordi- 
nary flood  on  the  grounds  of  another 
proprietor  to  his  injury :  Orr  Firing  v. 
Cdqvhvuji,  2  App.  C.  839  ;  Menziet  v. 
Breadulbane,  3  Bli.,  N.  S.  414  ;  32  It.  H. 


103.    See  ante,  Chap.  II.,  pp.  82,  et  seq. 
8  Cattle  v.  Stockton  Water  Co.,  L.  H., 
10  Q.  B.  453 ;  44  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  139  ;  33 
L.  T.  475. 

3  Bylands  v.  Fletcher,  L.  R.,  3  H.  L. 
330;  L.  R.,  1  Ex.  265;  Fletcher  v. 
Smith,  2  App.  C.  781  ;  Box  v.  Jubb,  4 
Ex.  D.  76  ;  Kiclutlls  v.  Maryland,  L.  R., 
10  Ex.  255  ;  L.  R.,  2  Ex.  D.  1  ;  35  L.  T. 
725  ;  Bought  on  v.  Mid.  and  G.  W.  Bail. 
Co.,  Ir.  R.,  7C.L.  169. 

4  See  Mersey  Bocks  v.  Gibb,  L.  R.,  1 
H.  L.  93  ;  Hipkin*  v.  Birmingham  Go* 
Co.,  6  H.  k  N.  250. 

*  Blyth  v.  Birmingham  Water  Co.,  11 
Ex.  734. 

fi  Geddis  v.  Bann  Beserroir  Co.,  3 
App.  Cas.  430. 
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Fletcher. 


"  which  the  legislature  has  authorized,  if  it  be  done  negligently* 

"  I  think  that  if  by  a  reasonable  exercise  of  the  powers,  either  given 

"  by  statute  to  the  promoters,  or  which  they  have  at  Common  Law, 

"  the  damage  could  be  prevented,  it  is,  within  this  rule,  *  negli- 

"  gence'  not  to  make  such  reasonable  exercise  of  their  powers/  * 

"  The  ideas  of  negligence  and  duty,"  says  Lord  Justice  Bowen, 

in  Thomas  v.  Quatermaine}  "are  strictly  correlative,  and  there 

"is  no  such  thing  as  negligence  in  the  abstract;  negligence  is 

"  simply  neglect  of  some  care  which  we  are  bound  by  law  to 

"  exercise  towards  somebody."     Ignorance  of  the  existence  of  a, 

cause  of  mischief  has,  moreover,  been  held  to  be  no  excuse, 

where  the  ignorance  is  the  result  of  culpable  negligence.2 

Liability  The  principles  of  law  above  stated  have  been  held  to  apply 

to  surface  and  equally  to  water  upon  the  surface  and  underground,  and  in  fact 

underground    most  0f  the  important  decisions  have  arisen  with  regard  to  the 

effects  of  mining  operations.  A  series  of  cases  has  of  late 
fully  settled  the  law  on  this  most  important  subject,  of  which 
Uplands  v.  Fletcher 3  is  the  first.  The  facts  of  the  case  and  the 
principles  of  law  are  thus  stated  by  Lord  Cairns,  L.  C. :  "  The 
"plaintiff  is  the  occupier  of  a  mine  and  works  under  a  close 
"of  land.  The  defendants  are  the  owners  of  a  mill  in  his 
"  neighbourhood,  and  they  proposed  to  make  a  reservoir  for  the 
"  purposes  of  keeping  and  storing  water  to  be  used  about  their 
"  mill  upon  another  close  of  land,  which  for  the  purposes  of  this 
"  case  may  be  taken  as  being  adjoining  to  the  close  of  the 
"  plaintiff,  although  in  point  of  fact  some  intervening  land  lay 
"  between  the  two.  Underneath  the  close  of  land  of  the  defen- 
"  dants,  on  which  they  proposed  to  construct  their  reservoir, 
"  there  were  certain  old  and  disused  mining  passages  and  works. 
44  There  were  five  vertical  shafts,  and  some  horizontal  shafts 
"  communicating  with  them.  The  vertical  shafts  had  been  filled 
"  up  with  soil  and  rubbish,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
"  person  was  aware  of  the  existence  of  either  of  the  vertical 
"  shafts  or  of  the  horizontal  works  communicating  with  them. 
"  In  the  course  of  the  working  by  the  plaintiff  of  his  mine,  he 
"  had  gradually  worked  through  the  seams  of  coal  underneath 
"  the  close,  and  had  come  into  contact  with  the  old  and  disused 
"  works  underneath  the  close  of  the  defendants.     In  that  state 


»  18  Q.  B.  D.  685,  694. 
2  Mer*ey    Docks   v.    Gibby  L.    R.,   1 
H.  L.  03. 


3  L.  R.,  3  H.  L.  330 ;  37  L.  J.,  Ex.  161  ; 
19  L.  T.  220. 
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"  of  things,  the  reservoir  of  the  defendants  was  constructed.  It 
"  was  constructed  by  them  through  the  agency  and  inspection  of 
"  an  engineer  and  contractor.  Personally,  the  defendants  appear 
"  to  have  taken  no  part  in  the  works,  or  to  have  been  aware  of 
"  any  want  of  security  connected  with  them.  As  regards  the 
"  engineer  and  the  contractor,  we  must  take  it  from  the  case  that 
"  they  did  not  exercise,  as  far  as  they  were  concerned,  that 
4 '  reasonable  care  and  precaution  which  they  might  have  exercised, 
"  taking  notice,  as  they  appear  to  have  taken  notice,  of  the 
"  vertical  shafts  filled  up  in  the  manner  which  I  have  mentioned. 
"  However,  my  Lords,  when  the  reservoir  was  constructed  and 
"  filled,  or  partly  filled  with  water,  the  weight  of  the  water  bear- 
"  ing  upon  the  disused  and  imperfectly  filled  up  vertical  shafts, 
"  broke  through  those  shafts.  The  water  passed  down  them  and 
"  into  the  horizontal  workings,  and  from  the  horizontal  workings 
"  under  the  close  of  the  defendants  it  passed  on  into  the  workings 
"  under  the  close  of  the  plaintiff  and  flooded  his  mine,  causing 
"  considerable  damage,  for  which  this  action  was  brought.  The 
"  Court  of  Exchequer,  when  the  special  case  stating  the  facts  to 
"  which  I  have  referred  was  argued,  was  of  opinion  that  the 
"  plaintiff  had  established  no  cause  of  action.  The  Court  of 
"  Exchequer  Chamber,  before  which  an  appeal  from  this  judg- 
"ment  was  argued,  was  of  a  contrary  opinion;  and  the  judges 
"  there  unanimously  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  there  was  a 
"  cause  of  action,  and  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  damages. 
"  My  Lords,  the  principles  on  which  the  case  must  be  determined 
"  appear  to  me  to  be  extremely  simple.  The  defendants,  treating 
"  them  as  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  close  on  which  the 
"  reservoir  was  constructed,  might  lawfully  have  used  that  close 
"  for  any  purpose  for  which  it  might,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
"  the  enjoyment  of  land,  be  used ;  and  if,  in  what  I  may  term 
"  the  natural  user  of  that  land,  there  had  been  any  accumulation 
"  of  water,  either  on  the  surface  or  underground,  and  if,  by  the 
"  operation  of  the  laws  of  nature,  that  accumulation  of  water  had 
"  passed  off  into  the  close  occupied  by  the  plaintiff,  the  plaintiff 
"  could  not  have  complained  that  that  result  had  taken  place. 
"  If  he  had  desired  to  guard  himself  against  it,  it  would  have 
"  lain  upon  him  to  have  done  so,  by  leaving,  or  by  interposing, 
"  some  barrier  between  his  close  and  the  close  of  the  defendants, 
"  in  order  to  have  prevented  that  operation  of  the  laws  of  nature. 
"  As  an  illustration  of  that  principle,  I  may  refer  to  a  case 
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which  was  cited  in  the  argument  before  your  Lordships,  the 
case  of  Smith  v.  Kcnrick,1  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  the  defendants,  not  stopping  at  the  natural 
use  of  the  close,  had  desired  to  use  it  for  any  purpose,  which  I 
may  term  a  non-natural  use,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  into 
the  close  that  which  in  its  natural  condition  was  not  in  or  upon 
it,  for  the  purposes  of  introducing  water,  either  above  or  below 
ground,  in  quantities  and  in  a  manner  not  the  result  of  any 
work  or  operation  on  or  under  the  land ;  and  if,  in  consequence 
of  their  doing  so,  or  in  consequence  of  any  imperfection  in  the 
mode  of  their  doing  so,  the  water  came  to  escape  and  to  pass 
off  into  the  close  of  the  plaintiff,  then  it  appears  to  me  that 
that  which  the  defendants  were  doing  they  were  doing  at  their 
own  peril ;  and  if,  in  the  course  of  their  doing  it,  the  evil  arose 
to  which  I  have  referred,  the  evil,  namely,  of  the  escape  of  the 
water  and  its  passing  away  to  the  close  of  the  plaintiff  and 
injuring  the  plaintiff,  then  for  the  consequence  of  that,  in  my 
opinion,  the  defendants  would  be  liable.  As  the  case  of  Smith 
v.  Kcnrick  is  an  illustration  of  the  first  principle  to  which  I 
have  referred,  so  also  the  second  principle  to  which  I  have 
referred  is  well  illustrated  by  another  case  in  the  same  Court 
— the  case  of  Baird  v.  Williamsons  which  was  also  cited  in  the 
argument  at  the  bar.  My  Lords,  these  simple  principles,  if 
they  are  well  founded,  as  it  appears  to  me  they  are,  really 
dispose  of  this  case.  The  same  result  is  arrived  at  on  the 
principles  referred  to  b}r  Mr.  Justice  Blackburn  in  his  judgment 
in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber,  where  he  states  the 
opinion  of  that  Court  as  to  the  law  in  these  words :  '  We 
'  think  that  the  true  rule  of  law  is,  that  the  person  who,  for 
'  his  own  purposes,  brings  on  his  land,  and  collects  and  keeps 
'  there  anything  likely  to  do  mischief  if  it  escapes,  must  keep 
'  it  at  his  peril ;  and  if  he  does  not  do  so,  is  prima  facie  answer- 
'  able  for  all  the  damage  which  is  the  natural  consequence  of 
'its  escape.8  He  can  excuse  himself  by  showing  that  the 
'escape  was  owing  to  the  plaintiff's  default;  or,  perhaps,  that 
'  the  escape  was  the  consequence  of  vis  major,  or  the  act  of 
'  God ;  but  as  nothing  of  this  sort  exists  here,  it  is  unnecessary 
c  to  inquire  what  excuse  would  be  sufficient.     The  general  rule, 


1  7  C.  B.  515  ;  18  L.  J.,  C.  P.  172. 

*  15  G.  B.,  N.  S.  876. 

3  As  to  this  see  Jones  v.  Ffestiniog 


Bail.  Co.,  L. R.,  3  Q.  B.  733 ;  37 L.  J.,  Q.  B. 
214  ;  18  L.  T.  902. 
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"  '  as  above  stated,  seems,  on  principle,  just.  The  person  whose 
'"grass  or  corn  is  eaten  down  by  the  escaping  cattle  of  his 
"'neighbour,  or  whose  mine  is  flooded  by  the  water  from  his 
"  *  neighbour's  reservoir,  or  whose  cellar  is  invaded  by  the  filth 
'"from  his  neighbour's  privy,  or  whose  habitation  is  made 
" '  unhealthy  by  the  fumes  and  noisome  vapours  of  his  neighbour's 
" *  alkali  works,  is  damnified  without  any  fault  of  his  own ; 
4' '  and  it  seems  but  reasonable  and  just  that  the  neighbour  who 
"  'has  brought  something  on  his  own  property  (which  was  not 
"  'naturally  there),  harmless  to  others,  so  long  as  it  is  confined 
"'to  his  own  property,  but  which  he  knows  will  be  mischievous 
'"if  it  gets  on  his  neighbour's,  should  be  obliged  to  make  good 
"  '  the  damage  which  ensues  if  he  does  not  succeed  in  confining 
" '  it  to  his  own  property.  But  for  his  act  in  bringing  it  there 
"  'no  mischief  could  have  accrued,  and  it  seems  but  just  that  he 
" '  should,  at  his  peril,  keep  it  there,  so  that  no  mischief  may 
"  '  accrue,  or  answer  for  the  natural  and  anticipated  consequence. 
'"And  upon  authority  this,  we  think,  is  established  to  be  the 
" '  law,  whether  the  things  so  brought  be  beasts,  or  water,  or 
"  'filth,  or  stenches.'  My  Lords,  in  that  opinion,  I  must  say,  I 
"entirely  concur.  Therefore  I  move  your  Lordships  that  the 
"judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber  be  affirmed,  and 
"  the  present  appeal  be  dismissed  with  costs." 

Following  this  decision,  the  Courts  have  held  that,  if  any  one, 
by  artificially  raising  the  surface  of  his  own  land,  causes  water, 
even  though  arising  from  natural  rainfall,  to  pass  to  his  neigh- 
bour's land,  and  thus  substantially  to  interfere  with  his  enjoyment, 
he  will  be  liable  to  an  action  at  the  suit  of  him  who  is  injured. 
This  liability  is  limited  to  liability  for  allowing  things,  in  them- 
selves offensive,  to  pass  to  a  neighbour's  property,  and  for  causing, 
by  artificial  means,  things,  in  themselves  inoffensive,  to  pass  to  a 
neighbour's  property,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  enjoyment  thereof.1 

So,  where  water  and  sewage  came  on  the  defendant's  land  by 
an  artificial  drain  made  for  the  convenience  of  the  defendant, 
and,  passing  thence,  flooded  the  plaintiff's  adjoining  premises,  it 
was  held  that  the  defendant  was  liable,  although  unaware  of 
the   existence  of  the  drain,   and   consequently  of  its  want  of 


Liability  for 
bringing  rain- 
water on  the 
lands  of 
another  by 
means  of 
artificial 
erection. 


1  See  Herdman  v.  iV.  JF.  Rail.  Co.,  3 
C.  P.  D.  168  (C.  A.) ;  FUzsimmmsY.  Inglis, 
5  Taunt.  534.  Cf.  Wilson  v.  Waddell, 
2  App.  C.  95,  post,  p.  143,  where  the 
excavation  of  minerals  was  held  to  be 


a  natural  use  of  the  land.  (Here,  semblc. 
raising  the  surface  is  not  a  natural  use.) 
Gf.  MenzUi  v.  Breadalbane,  3  Bli.,N.  S. 
414  (H.  L.) ;  32  R.  R.  103. 
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repair.1  Following  these  decisions,  it  has  been  laid  down  by 
Wright,  J.,  in  a  late  case,3  that  where  damage  results  to  an 
occupier  of  land  from  water  or  other  injurious  matter  collected 
on  adjoining  land,  no  action  lies  if  the  occupier  of  the  land  upon 
which  the  injurious  matter  is  collected  can  show  that  the  damage 
resulted — (1)  from  the  neglect  or  default  of  some  third  party,  or 
(2)  without  wilfulness  or  negligence  on  his  part  whilst  using  his 
land  in  an  ordinary  and  reasonable  manner,  or  (3)  without  negli- 
gence on  his  part,  the  injured  party  consenting  to  what  was  done, 
or  (4)  from  water  or  other  injurious  matter,  which  was  stored  for 
the  common. benefit  of  both  parties. 

In  the  above  case,  the  rain-water  from  the  plain  tiff's  and 
defendant's  adjoining  roofs  drained  on  to  the  roof  of  the  defen- 
dant's area,  and  so  down  a  pipe  into  the  defendant's  drain,  this 
arrangement  being  with  the  assent  and  for  the  benefit  of  both 
parties,  and  it  was  held  that  the  defendant  was  not  liable,  in  the 
absence  of  negligence  on  his  part,  for  damage  arising  to  the 
plaintiff's  premises  from  an  accumulation  of  water  on  the  area 
roof  owing  to  an  obstruction  in  the  pipe.  It  has  also  been  held 
that  the  occupier  of  a  house  is  liable  for  the  continuance  of  such 
a  nuisance  as  the  penetration  of  damp  from  an  artificial  mound 
on  which  his  stable  stood,  though  it  had  been  put  there  before 
he  took  possession.3  In  Snotv  v.  Whitehead,1  the  defendants  had 
fitted  their  house  with  pipes  which  did  not  communicate  with 
any  drain.  The  water  flowing  down  their  pipes  settled  in  their 
cellar,  and  thence  percolated  into  the  plaintiff's  cellar,  and  did 
some  injury.  The  Court  held  that  the  defendants  had,  by 
allowing  the  water  to  escape  from  their  cellar,  committed  an 
actionable  wrong.  But  where  fair  water  flowed  into  a  neighbour's 
premises  without  default  of  the  defendant,  but  owing  to  a  defect 
in  the  pipes  which  supplied  him  with  water  from  waterworks, 
and  caused  damage,  the  defendant  was  held  not  liable,  in  the 
absence  of  negligence,  such  mode  of  supply  being  the  ordinary 
way  of  using  a  man's  property.5  Where  persons  occupy  two 
floors  of  the  same  house,  the  upper  occupier  is  not  responsible 

1  Humphries  v.  Cousins,  2  C.  P.  D.  766;  Tenant  v.  Gold 'win ,  2  Lord  Ray- 
239  ;  By  lands  v.  Fletcher,  L.  R.,  3  H.  L.       mond,  1089. 

330.  4  27  Ch.  D.  588  ;   51  L.  T.  253  ;  33 

2  Gill  v.  Edvuin,  (1895)  15  R.  109;  L.  J.,  Ch.  885 ;  see  Ballard  v.  Tomlinson, 
see  also   Anderson  v.    Oppenheimer,  5       29  Ch.  D.  115,  jwtf,  p.  201. 

Q.  B.  D.  602.  *  Sutton  and  Ash  v.   Card,  W.   X. 

3  Broder  v.  Saillard,  2  Ch.  Div.  692,  (1886)  120  ;  see  also  Blake  v.  Land  and 
M.  R.  ;  see  also  Hodqhinson  v.  Bnnor,  4  House  Corporation,  3  T.  L.  R.  667  (1887). 
B.  &  S.  229  ;  Bell  v.  Twentytnan,  1  Q.  B. 
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to  the  lower,  in  the  absence  of  negligence,  for  an  escape  of  water 
from  his  water-closet,  whereby  the  lower  occupier  is  injured.1 

So  the  discharging  of  rain-water  from  the  roof  of  a  house,   Drip, 
either  by  means  of  a  spout,  or  by  drip,  on  the  premises  of  a 
neighbour,  is  a  nuisance,  and  actionable,  in  the  absence  of  a 
prescriptive  right  to  such  discharge.3 

In  the  case  of  Cattle  v.  Stockton  Waterworks?  it  was  decided  Liability  only 

extends  to 

that  the  liability  for  the  escape  of  water  only  extends  to  the  proximate 
proximate  and  direct  consequences  of  the  escape,  and  that  where  ancl  direct 
a  landowner  had  employed  a  contractor  to  excavate  a  tunnel  on 
his  land,  and  the  works  were  stopped  by  the  overflow  of  water 
from  the  defendant's  pipes,  even  assuming  that  the  landowner 
could  recover,  which  point  the  Court  did  not  decide,  the  contractor 
had  no  right  of  action  for  any  loss  which  he  might  have  sustained 
through  being  delayed  in,  or  prevented  from,  completing  his 
contract.  In  Sharp  v.  Powell?  the  defendant  washed  his  van  in 
a  street,  and  the  water  flowed  down  into  another  street  and  froze, 
and  it  was  held  that  though  the  washing  of  the  van  was  an 
offence  under  the  Metropolitan  Police  Act,  2  <£  8  Vict.  c.  47, 
damage  caused  to  the  plaintiff,  whose  horse  slipped  on  the  ice 
and  was  injured,  was  too  remote. 

In  Wilson  v.  II Taddell*  the  pursuer  and  defender  were  lessees  Right  to  work 
of  coal  mines  under  one  landlord.     The  seam  of  coal  lay  at  a  ^"^ised uly 
high  inclination,  and  cropped  out  at  the  surface  in  defender's  begets  no 
holding.     The  seam  of  coal  entered  the  pursuer's  holding  at  ru*l)0nsi      y* 
many  fathoms  below  the  surface,  so  that  any  water  which  fell  on 
and  percolated  into  the  defender's  holding  would  necessarily,  by 
force  and  gravitation,  descend  to  the  pursuer's  holding,  unless 
stopped  by  the  minerals  or  soil  from  doing  so.     The  surface  soil 
above  the  coal  was  an  impervious  clay,  so  that,  while  it  was 
undisturbed,  it  held  the  water,  and  very  little  filtered  down  into 
the  seam.     Under  these  circumstances,  the  House  of  Lords  held 
that,  as  the  right  to  work  mines  is  a  right  of  property,  which, 
if  duly  exercised,  begets  no  responsibility,  the  defender  having 


1  Ros*  v.  Fedden,  L.  R.,  7  Q.  B.  661  ; 
41  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  270 :  26  L.  T.  966 ; 
OirttairsY.  Taylor,  L.  R.,  6  Ex.  217  ; 
40  L.  J.  Ex.  129.  As  to  liability  for 
negligence  of  servants  for  escape  of  water 
from  lavatories,  see  Stevens  v.  Woodward, 
«  Q.  B.  D.  318  ;  50  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  231  ;  44 
L.  T.  153 ;  and  Buddintan  v.  Smith,  60 
L.  T.  708. 

*  Tucker  v.  Xewman.  11  A.  &  E.  40 ; 
Fay  v.    Prentice,  14  L.  J.,  C.  P.  298 ; 


liolfe  v.  llolfe,  cited  in  Jiemvick  v. 
Cumbrian,  Moo.  353  ;  5  Rep.  101. 

3  L.  R.,  10  Q.  B.  453  ;  44  L.  J.,  Q.  B. 
139  ;  33  L.  T.  475  ;  see  Lumley  v.  Gye,  2 
E.  &  B.  252  ;  22  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  479  ;  Latuj- 
ridge  v.  Levy,  2  M.  &  W.  519  ;  46  R.  R. 
689  ;  4  M.  &  W.  337. 

<  L.  R.,  7  C.  P.  253  ;  41  L.  J.,  ('.  P. 
45  ;  26  L.  T.  437. 

6  2  Apo.  Cas.  95  ;  35  L.  T.  639. 
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worked  out  all  his  coal,  and  so  caused  a  subsidence  of  the  surface 
and  a  flow  of  rainfall  into  the  pursuer's  lower  coal  field,  was  not 
liable  for  any  damage  thereby  caused,  the  injuries  being  entirely 
owing  to  gravitation  and  percolation. 

In  West  Cumberland  Iron  Co.  v.  Kenyon,  the  defendants, 
owners  of  mining  property,  sunk  a  shaft,  by  which  they 
tapped  water  which  had  formerly  found  its  way  into  certain 
old  workings  on  their  own  ground,  and  had  thence  percolated 
into  plaintiffs'  mines.  The  defendants  then  made  a  borehole  at 
the  bottom  of  the  shaft.  It  was  admitted  that  the  making  of 
it  was  not  in  the  due  course  of  mining,  but  only  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  rid  of  the  water.  The  effect  of  the  borehole  was  to  let 
off  the  water  into  the  above-mentioned  old  workings  on  defen- 
dants' ground,  whence  it  percolated  into  plaintiffs'  works  in  the 
same  way  in  which  it  would  have  done  if  neither  the  shaft 
nor  borehole  had  ever  been  made.  The  Court  of  Appeal1  held, 
reversing  the  decision  of  Fry,  J.,2  that  the  defendants  had  not, 
by  making  the  shaft,  so  appropriated  the  water  as  to  lay  them- 
selves under  an  obligation  to  keep  it  from  coming  to  plaintiffs' 
land  ;  and  that,  as  the  effect  of  defendants'  operations  was  not  to 
throw  upon  plaintiffs'  land  any  burden  which  it  had  not  borne 
before,  the  plaintiffs'  case  failed.  So  in  Smith  v.  Kenrick,  where 
the  owner  of  a  coal  mine  on  a  higher  level  worked  out  the  whole 
of  his  coal  in  the  ordinary  way,  leaving  no  barrier  between  his 
mine  and  the  mine  on  the  lower  level,  so  that  the  water  per- 
colating into  the  upper  mine  flowed  into  the  lower  mine  and 
obstructed  the  owner  in  getting  his  coal,  it  was  held  that  the 
owner  of  the  lower  mine  had  no  ground  of  complaint.8 
Liability  for  But  where  the  owner  of  an  upper  mine  did  not  merely  suffer 
throwing  on  ^q  water  to  flow  through  his  mine,  but  pumped  up  quantities  of 
which  would  water  which  passed  into  plaintiff's  mine,  in  addition  to  that  which 
hat^come117  wou^  hftve  naturally  reached  it,  and  so  occasioned  him  damage, 
there.  it  was  held  that,  though  this  was  done  without  negligence,  and  in 

the  due  working  of  the  defendant's  mine,  yet  he  was  responsible 
for  damage  so  occasioned.4  In  the  Scotch  case  of  Young  v. 
Bankier  Distillery  Co.,6  the  respondents  were  riparian  proprietors 

1  11  Ch.  D.  782  ;  46  L.  J.,  Ch.  850.  341  ;  see  Hipkins  v.  Birmingham  and 

2  6  Ch.  D.  773.  Stafford  Go*  Co.,  6  H.  &  N.  250  ;  see 

3  7  C.  B.  564.  also  Crompton  v.  Lea,  L.  R.,  19  fiq.  115  ; 
*  Baird    v.    William**,  15    C.    B.,  44  L.  J.,  Ch.  69  ;  31  L.  T.  469. 

X.  S.  376;  and  see  per  Lord  Cranworth  *  (1893)  A.  C.  691  ;  69  L.  T.  838  ;  58 

in  Rylands  v.  Fletcher,  L.  R.,  3  H.  L.      J.  P.  100,  H.  L.  (8a). 
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on  one  side  of  a  stream,  and  the  appellants,  without  any  pre- 
scriptive right  so  to  do,  poured  into  the  stream  a  large  body 
of  water  which  they  pumped  up  from  their  mines,  which  water,  if  it 
had  been  left  to  the  law  of  gravitation,  would  never  have  reached 
the  stream.  The  respondents  did  not  complain  of  the  increased 
volume  of  the  stream,  but  that  the  foreign  water  was  of  a  character 
and  quality  different  from  that  of  the  natural  stream  and  that  it 
prejudicially  affected  the  water  of  the  stream  for  distillery  pur- 
poses :  The  House  of  Lords  held,  affirming  the  decision  of  the  Court 
of  Session,1  that  the  respondents  were  entitled  to  have  the  appellants 
interdicted  from  discharging  the  mine  water  into  the  stream. 

Lord  Shand  says  (at  p.  701) :  "  I  am,  however,  clearly  of 
"opinion  that,  while  a  lower  proprietor  must  submit  to  the  flow 
**  of  water  coming  down  upon  his  lands  by  the  natural  force  of 
"  gravitation,  he  is  not  bound  to  receive  water  brought  up  from  a 
"depth  by  artificial  means,  such  as  pumping.  The  appellants 
"  would,  no  doubt,  be  entitled  in  mining  to  excavate  and  remove 
"  the  strata  of  minerals  in  the  lands  leased  to  them  to  any  depth 
"  practicable  to  which  they  might  choose  to  go.  If  in  doing  so 
"  they  should  happen  to  tap  springs  or  a  water  waste  from  which 
''  the  water  by  gravitation  rose  to  the  surface  and  flowed  down  to  a 
"  lower  proprietor's  land,  this  must  be  submitted  to  ;  but  the  mine 
"  owner  is  not  entitled  by  pumping  to  increase  this  servitude  or 
"  burden  on  one  unwilling  to  submit  to  it  by  pumping  up  water 
"  which  might  never  rise  to  the  surface,  or  which  might  only  do  so 
"  more  gradually  and  slowly  and  in  much  smaller  volume.  This 
"  is,  I  think,  the  rule  or  principle  on  which  the  Court  decided  the 
"case  of  Baird  v.  Williamson*,  the  decision  in  which  has  been 
"  approved  of  by  your  Lordships.  I  know  of  no  distinction 
"  between  the  law  of  Scotland  and  the  law  of  England  in  the 
"  efess  of  questions  relating  to  the  common  interests  and  rights 
"of  upper  and  lower  proprietors  on  the  banks  of  a  running 
"  stream.  The  whole  series  of  authorities  in  both  countries  seem 
"  to  be  entirely  against  the  claim  or  pretension  of  the  appellants 
"  for  their  own  profit  to  pump  up  water  from  the  depths  of  their 
"  pit  and  send  it  into  the  stream,  greatly  enlarging  the  quantity  of 
"  water  in  the  bed  and  impairing  its  quality/' 

In  Fletcher  v.  Smith3  the  defendants'  mine  was  on  a  higher  Liability  for 
level  than  the  plaintiff's  and  on  the  surface  of  defendants'  land  ^epre°iiere 

1  19    Cour.    Sees.    Cas.,    4th    series  8  2  App.  Cas.  781  ;  47  L.  J.f  Ex.  4  ;    an  artificial  is 

(Bettie),  1083.  37  L.  T.  367. 

3  15  C.  B.,  N.  S.  376. 

L.W.  10 
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substituted 
for  a  natural 
channel. 


Exceptional 
rainfall. 


were  certain  hollows  or  openings  partly  caused  by,  and  partly 
made  to  facilitate,  the  defendants'  workings.  Across  the  surface 
of  their  land  ran  a  watercourse  which,  in  the  year  1865,  the 
defendants  diverted  into  a  new  channel.  In  1871  the  banks 
of  this  watercourse,  which  were  sufficient  for  all  ordinary 
occasions,  burst,  owing  to  exceptionally  heavy  rains,  and  the 
water  escaped  into  the  hollows,  and  thence  by  cracks  and  fissures 
passed  into  plaintiff's  mine.  The  defendants  were  not  guilty  of 
any  actual  negligence.  On  the  trial  of  an  action  for  damages, 
Lush,  J.,  held  that  the  case  was  governed  by  Fletcher  v.  Rylands,1 
and  that  the  defendants  were  absolutely  liable  ;  he  refused  to 
receive  evidence  that  the  defendants  had  taken  every  reasonable 
precaution  to  guard  against  ordinary  emergencies,  and  directed 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff.  This  ruling  was  upheld  by  the  Court 
of  Exchequer2;  but  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber  directed 
a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  that  the  case  was  not  beyond  all 
question  governed  by  Fletcher  v.  Rylands,  and  that  if  evidence 
had  been  received  there  might  have  been  questions  for  the  jury.3 
On  the  second  trial,  Pollock,  B.,  left  five  questions  to  the  jury : — 
1st.  Was  the  mine  flooded  from  natural  causes,  or  from  anything 
done  by  the  defendants  ?  Answer :  From  the  acts  of  defendants. 
2nd  (a).  Was  the  flooding  occasioned,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by 
the  diversion  of  the  stream?  Answer:  In  part,  and  chiefly,  by 
the  diversion  of  the  stream.  2nd  (b).  Or  by  the  deficient  condi- 
tion of  the  new  channel,  and  the  banks  thereof  ?  Answer  :  And 
by  the  condition  of  the  new  channel.  2nd  (c).  Was  the  stream 
in  its  diverted  course  more  likely  to  overflow  in  time  of  flood  ;  and 
would  its  overflow  do  more  damage  to  the  plaintiff  than  if  it  had 
been  allowed  to  flow  in  its  former  channel  ?  Answer  :  The  stream 
in  its  diverted  course  would  be  more  likely  to  overflow,  and  so  do 
more  damage  to  the  plaintiff.  3rd.  Was  the  flooding  occasioned 
by  the  failure  of  the  diverted  channel,  or  other  means,  to  inter- 
cept the  surface  water  on  the  broken  ground  ?  Answer  :  Yes. 
4th.  Was  the  flooding  caused  not  by  the  insufficiency  of  the 
channel,  but  by  the  result  of  the  exceptional  rainfall  ?  Answer  : 
The  rainfall  was  exceptional,  but  the  new  channel  was  insuffi- 
cient. 5th.  Was  what  was  done  by  the  defendants  in  the  ordinary, 
reasonable,  and  proper  working  of  their  mine  ?  Answer :  Yes,  if 
diversion  of  the  stream  had  been  properly  executed.    The  verdict 


1  Rylands  v.  Fletcher,  ante,  p.  138. 

2  L-  R.,  7  Ex.  315. 


3  L.  R.,  9  Ex.  64. 
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was  entered  for  plaintiff,  and  a  rule  for  a  new  trial  discharged ; 
and  on  appeal  that  decision  was  affirmed. 

On  appeal  to  the  House  oi  Lords  this  decision  was  again 
affirmed.1  Their  Lordships  were  oi  opinion  that  as  the  jury  had 
found  the  new  channel  not  to  be  so  efficient  as  the  old  one,  and, 
therefore,  not  sufficient  to  carry  off  rainfall,  not  exceptional,  the 
defendants  were  responsible  at  all  events.  With  regard  to  the 
duty  imposed  upon  persons  so  altering  a  natural  channel,  Lord 
Penzance,  in  whose  opinion  the  remainder  of  the  House  con- 
curred, thus  expresses  himself:  "In  diverting  it,  what  were 
"these  obligations?  Was  it  enough  to  make  the  new  and 
"  artificial  watercourses  as  efficient,  but  no  more  so  than  the 
"old  and  natural  one,  so  that  whatever  defects,  incapacity,  or 
"  otherwise,  the  old  one  might  have  had,  might,  without  respon- 
"  sibility,  be  produced  in  the  new  one?  or,  secondly,  were  they 
"  bound  (as  they,  for  their  own  convenience,  were  making  a  new 
"and  artificial  watercourse)  to  construct  it  in  such  a  manner 
"  that  it  would  be  capable  of  conveying  off  the  water  that  might 
"flow  into  it  from  all  such  floods  and  rainfalls  as  might  reason - 
"ably  be  anticipated  to  happen  in  that  locality?  or,  thirdly, 
"  were  they  bound  to  make  provisions  for  any  such  quantities 
"  of  water  as  might  possibly  be  discharged  into  it  from  any  mere 
"  rainfall,  however  heavy,  however  unusual,  and  however  con- 
"  trary  to  all  previous  experience  ?  For  my  own  part,  I  incline 
"  to  think  that  the  second  proposition  defines  the  true  measure 
"  of  the  defendants'  obligations,  but  I  desire  to  express  no  positive 
"opinion  to  that  effect."2 

In   the  case  of  Nichols  v.  Marsland,*  where  the  defendant  Extraor- 
formed  artificial  ornamental  pools  by  damming  up  a  natural  fn.li ;  «*  major 
stream,  and  an  extraordinary  rainfall  burst  the  dams  and  injured  q^\^^t 
the  plaintiff's  property,  and  the  jury  found  that  there  was  no  an  excuse  at 
negligence  in  the  maintenance  and  construction  of  the  pools,  and  common  law- 
that  the  flood  was  so  great  that  it  could  not  reasonably  have 
been  anticipated,  though  if  it  had  been  anticipated,  the  effect 
might  have  been  prevented ;  it  was  held,  affirming  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  that  this  was  in  substance  a  finding 
that  the  escape  of  water  was  caused  by  the  act  of  God,  or  m 
major,  and  that  the  defendant  was  not  liable.     Hellish,  L.  J., 

1  2  App.  Cas.  781.  are  discussed  by  Fry,  J. 

2  See  A.-G.  v.  Timline,  40  L.  T..  N.  S.  3  2  Ex.  Div.  1  (C.  A.)  :  L.  R.,  10  Ex. 
775,  where  this  and  the  preceding  cases      255  ;  46  L.  J.,  Ex.  174  ;  35  L.  T.  725. 
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delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  says:  "  It  appears  to  us 
"  that  we  have  two  questions  to  consider : — First,  the  question 
"  of  law  which  was  left  undecided  in  Rylands  v.  Fletcher, — Can 
"  the  defendant  excuse  herself  by  showing  that  the  escape  of 
"  the  water  was  owing  to  vis  major,  or,  as  it  is  termed  in  the  law 
"  books,  the  '  act  of  God '  ?  and,  secondly,  If  she  can,  did  she  in 
"  fact  make  out  that  the  escape  was  so  occasioned?  Now  with 
"respect  to  the  first  question,  the  ordinary  rule  of  law  is,  that 
"  when  the  law  creates  a  duty,  and  the  party  is  disabled  from 
"  performing  it  without  any  default  of  his  own — by  the  act  of 
"  God  or  the  king's  enemies — the  law  will  excuse  him ;  but 
"  when  a  party  by  his  own  contract  creates  a  duty,  he  is  bound 
"  to  make  it  good,  notwithstanding  any  accident  by  inevitable 
"  necessity.1  We  can  see  no  good  reason  why  that  rule  should 
"  not  be  applied  to  the  case  before  us.  The  duty  of  keeping 
"  the  water  in  and  preventing  its  escape  is  a  duty  imposed 
"  by  the  law,  and  not  one  created  by  contract.  If,  indeed,  the 
"  making  a  reservoir  was  a  wrongful  act  in  itself,  it  might  be 
"  right  to  hold  that  a  person  could  not  escape  from  the  conse- 
"  quences  of  his  own  wrongful  act.  But  it  seems  to  us  absurd 
"to  hold  that  the  making  or  the  keeping  a  reservoir  is  a 
"  wrongful  act  in  itself.  The  wrongful  act  is  not  the  making 
"or  keeping  the  reservoir,  but  the  allowing  or  causing  the 
"  water  to  escape.  If,  indeed,  the  damages  were  occasioned  by 
"  the  act  of  the  party  without  more — as  where  a  man  accumu- 
"  lates  water  on  his  own  land,  but  owing  to  the  peculiar  nature 
"  or  condition  of  the  soil  the  water  escapes  and  does  damage  to 
"  his  neighbour — the  case  of  Rylands  v.  Fletcher  establishes  that 
"  he  must  be  held  liable.  The  accumulation  of  water  in  a 
"reservoir  is  not  in  itself  wrongful;  but  the  making  it  and 
"  suffering  the  water  to  escape,  if  damage  ensue,  constitute  a 
"  wrong.  But  the  present  case  is  distinguishable  from  that  of 
"Rylands  v.  Fletcher  in  this, — that  it  is  not  the  act  of  the 
"  defendant  in  keeping  this  reservoir — an  act  in  itself  lawful — 
"  which  alone  leads  to  the  escape  of  the  water,  and  so  renders 
"  wrongful  that  which  but  for  such  escape  would  have  been 
"  lawful, — it  is  the  supervening  vis  major  of  the  water  caused 

1  See  Hirer  Wear  Commi**ioner*  v.  waves,  at  a  time  when  the  master  and 

Adamton,  2  App.  Cas.  743,  where  it  was  crew  had  been  compiled  to  leave  the 

held  that  under  the  Pier  and  Harbour  vessel,  and  had,  consequently,  no  control 

Act,  10  Vict.  c.  27,  where  damage  had  over  her,  the  owners  were  not  liable, 

been  occasioned  to  a  pier  by  a  vessel  SeejMtgt,  Chap.  VII. 
through  the  violence  of  the  wind  and 
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"  by  the  flood  which,  superadded  to  the  water  in  the  reservoir 
"  (which  would  of  itself  have  been  innocuous),  causes  the  disaster. 
"  A  defendant  cannot,  in  our  opinion,  be  properly  said  to  have 
"  caused  or  allowed  the  water  to  escape,  if  the  act  of  God  or  the 
"  queen's  enemies  was  the  real  cause  of  its  escaping  without  any 
"  fault  on  the  part  of  the  defendant.  If  a  reservoir  was  destroyed 
"  by  an  earthquake,  or  the  queen's  enemies  destroyed  it  in 
"  conducting  some  warlike  operations,  it  would  be  contrary  to 
"  all  reason  and  justice  to  hold  the  owner  of  the  reservoir  liable 
"  for  any  damage  which  might  be  done  by  the  escape  of  the 
"  water.  We  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  defendant  was 
"  entitled  to  excuse  himself  by  proving  that  the  water  escaped 
"  through  the  act  of  God.  The  remaining  question  is,  did  the 
"  defendant  make  out  that  the  escape  of  water  was  owing  to 
"  the  act  of  God  ?  Now  the  jury  have  distinctly  found,  not  only 
"  that  there  was  no  negligence  in  the  construction  or  the  main- 
"  tenance  of  the  reservoirs,  but  that  the  flood  was  so  great  that 
"  it  could  not  reasonably  have  been  anticipated,  although  if  it 
"  had  been  anticipated,  the  effect  might  have  been  prevented ; 
"  and  this  seems  to  us  in  substance  a  finding  that  the  escape  of 
"  water  was  owing  to  the  act  of  God.  However  great  the  flood  had 
"  been,  if  it  had  not  been  greater  than  floods  that  had  happened 
"  before,  and  might  be  expected  to  occur  again,  the  defendant 
"  might  not  have  made  out  that  she  was  free  from  fault ;  but 
"  we  think  she  ought  not  to  be  held  liable  because  she  did  not 
"  prevent  the  effect  of  an  extraordinary  act  of  nature  which  she 
"could  not  anticipate.  In  the  late  case  of  Nugent  v.  Smith,1  we 
"  held  that  a  carrier  might  be  protected  from  liability  for  a  loss 
"occasioned  by  the  act  of  God,  if  the  loss  by  no  reasonable 
"  precaution  could  be  prevented,  although  it  was  not  absolutely 
"  impossible  to  prevent  it.3  It  was,  indeed,  ingeniously  argued 
"  for  the  appellant  that  at  any  rate  the  escape  of  the  water  was 
"  not  owing  solely  to  the  act  of  God  ;  because  the  weight  of  the 
"  water  originally  in  the.  reservoirs  must  have  contributed  to 
"  break  down  the  dams  as  well  as  the  extraordinary  water 
"  brought  in  by  the  flood.     We  think,  however,  that  the  extra- 

1  1  C.  P.  D.  423.     James,  L.  J.,  there  '•  expected." 
defines  the  act  of  God  as  "  Any  accident  *  JSee  per  B  mm  well,  B.,  in  this  case 

"dne  to  natural  causes  directly  and  ex-  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  L.  R.,  10  Ex. 

"clusively  without  human  intervention,  255,  where  he  defines  the  act  of  God  as 

"  such  as  could  not  hare  been  prevented  "A  state  of  circumstances  practically, 

"  by  any  amount  of  foresight  and  pains  "  if  not  physically,  impossible  to  pre- 

"and   care    reasonably   to   have  been  ■•vent." 
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"  ordinary  quantity  of  water  brought  in  by  the  flood  is,  in  point 
"  of  law,  the  sole  proximate  cause  of  the  escape  of  the  water. 
"It  is  the  last  drop  which  makes  the  cup  overflow/'1 

In  the  case  of  Nield  v.  London  and  North  Western  Railway  it  was 
held,  that  where  water  causing  damage  was  not  brought  there  by 
the  owner  of  an  artificial  watercourse,  but  was  the  result  of  circum- 
stances over  which  he  had  no  control — such  as  the  sudden  over- 
flow of  an  adjoining  stream — he  was  not  liable  for  the  damage.2 

In  Harrison  v.  Great  Northern  Railway?  where  the  defendants 
were  charged  with  repairing  a  drain,  and  the  drain  burst  during 
a  period  of  extraordinary  rainfall,  Pollock,  C.  B.,  delivering  the 
judgment  of  the  Court,  says:  "  There  was  nothing  in  the  weather 
"of  so  extraordinary  a  character,  that  the  defendants  were  not 
"  bound  to  anticipate  it.  The  storm,  though  unusual  and  extra - 
"  ordinary  in  a  sense — yet,  as  happening  once  in  a  year,  or  in  a 
"few  years,  was  not  unusual ; "  and  the  defendants  were  held 
responsible.  But  where  pipes  burst,  owing  to  an  unprecedented 
frost,  such  as  no  reasonable  man  could  have  provided  against,  a 
water  company  were  held  not  liable  for  the  damage  caused.4  So 
where  defendant,  the  landlord  of  a  house,  let  the  lower  floor  to 
plaintiff,  and  without  any  default  in  defendant,  a  rat  ate  a  hole 
in  a  cistern,  and  plaintiff's  goods  were  damaged  by  the  water,  he 
was  held  not  liable ;  Kelly,  G.  B.,  being  of  opinion  that  the 
damage  was  caused  by  vis  major?  In  Box  v.  Jubb*  the  owner  of 
a  reservoir  was  held  not  responsible  for  damage  done  by  the 
overflow  of  his  reservoir,  caused  by  the  emptying  of  a  reservoir 
belonging  to  a  third  person,  and  by  an  obstruction  in  a  drain  not 
under  his  control. 
Where  liabi-  From  the  above  cases  there  is  no  doubt  that  where  a  duty  is 
b/coiitrartOT  cas*  on  an  individual  by  common  law,  he  may  excuse  himself  by 
ActofParlia-  showing  that  the  performance  of  this  duty  was  prevented  by 
circumstances  over  which  he  had  no  control,  amounting  to  vis 


1  See  Madras  Bail.  Co.  v.  Zemindar 
of  Curretitenagarum,  L.  R.,  1  Ind.  App. 
364,  where  it  was  held  that,  where  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  zemindar  to  maintain 
the  tanks  on  his  zemindary  which  are 
part  of  the  national  system  of  irrigation 
recognized  by  the  laws  of  India,  and  the 
bauks  of  the  tank  are  washed  away  by 
an  extraordinary  flood  without  negli- 
gence on  his  part,  the  zemindar  is  not 
liable  for  damage  caused  by  the  escape 
of  the  water. 

2  L.  R.,  10  Ex.  4  ;  44  L.  J.,  Ex.  15. 


a33L.J.?Ex.266;  10L.T.621  ;  lOJur., 
X.  S.  992  ;  see  also  Forward  v.  Pitta  rd, 
per  Lord  Mansfield,  C.  J.  ;  1  T.  R.  33  ; 
Bell's  Diet.  &  Dig.  of  Sc.  Law,  p.  11  ; 
Broom's  Legal  Maxims,  5th.  etL,  p.  530. 

4  See  Blyth  v.  Birmingham  Water 
Co.,  11  Ex.  781  ;  see  Withers  v.  Xorth 
Kent  Bail.  Co.,  27  L.  J.,  Ex.  417. 

5  Carstairs  v.  Taylor,  L.  R„  6  Ex. 
217  ;  sec  also  Bmighton  v.  Mid.  <£•  6. 
W.  Bail.  Co..  Ir.  R..  7  C.  L.  169. 

6  4  Ex.  Div.  76  ;  Btmgltii>n  v.  Mid.  $ 
G.  W.  Bail.  Co.,  Ir.  R.,  7  C.  L.  168. 
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major,  or  the  act  of  God.  Where,  however,  he  contracts  that  he 
will  be  liable  at  all  events,  or  where  a  contract  is  made  which 
does  not  expressly  or  impliedly  except  the  act  of  God,  the  Courts 
cannot  introduce  that  exception  by  intendment  of  law.1  "  If," 
says  Cairns,  L»  C,  in  The  River  Wear  Commissioners  v.  Adamson, 
"  a  duty  is  cast  on  an  individual  by  common  law,  the  act  of  God 
"  will  excuse  him  from  the  performance  of  that  duty.  No  man 
k'  is  compelled  to  do  that  which  is  impossible.  If,  however,  a 
"  man  contracts  that  he  will  be  liable  for  the  damage  occasioned 
"  by  a  particular  state  of  circumstances,  or  if  an  Act  of  Parliament 
"  declares  that  a  man  shall  be  liable  for  the  damages  occasioned 
"  by  a  particular  state  of  circumstances,  I  know  of  no  reason  why 
"  a  man  should  not  be  liable  for  the  damage  occasioned  by  that 
"  state  of  circumstances,  whether  the  state  of  circumstances  is 
"  brought  about  by  the  act  of  man,  or  by  the  act  of  Godw- 
in the  case  of  Hie  Nitro-Phosphate  Co.  v.  London  Docks*  the  The  act  of 
defendants  were  required  by  Commissioners  of  Sewers  and  by  Act  jn  ca^oT186 
of  Parliament  to  keep  the  wall  of  their  dock  at  a  certain  height,  negligence. 
They  failed  to  do  this,  and  an  extraordinarily  high  tide  over- 
flowed their  wall  and  caused  damage  to  the  plaintiffs.  The 
plaintiffs  contended  that  defendants  were  bound  at  common  law 
to  keep  their  wall  at  a  reasonable  height.  The  defendants  alleged 
that  the  wall  was  high  enough  to  keep  out  all  ordinary  tides,  and 
that  the  damage  was  caused  by  the  act  of  God.  They  also 
contended  that  if  they  were  liable  for  any  damage  at  all,  they 
could  not  be  held  responsible  for  the  damage  which  was  caused 
by  the  water  which  would  have  come  over  their  wall  if  it  had 
been  at  the  prescribed  height. 

Fry,  J.,  held  that  as  the  wall  had  hyeen  high  enough  to  keep 
out  all  previous  floods,  and  as  the  flood  in  question  was  of  such 
an  extraordinary  character  as  to  amount,  in  his  opinion,  to  the 
act  of  God,  he  would  have  had  great  difficulty  in  coming  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  defendants  were  responsible  at  common  law, 
but  that  as  the  Act  of  Parliament  imposed  upon  them  the  duty 


1  Per  Lord  Blackburn  in  Hirer  Wear 
Commissioners  v.  Ad  am  mom,  2  App.  Cas. 
771  ;  per  Lord  Watson  in  lloihes 
(Countex*)  v.  Kirkcaldy  Waterworks,  7 
App.  Cas.  694,  at  p.  707  ;  Paradine  v. 
Jane,  Aleyn.  26 ;  It.  v.  Leigh,  10  A.  & 
E.  398  ;  2  App.  Cas.  750 ;  50  K.  R.  463. 

s  Hirer  Wear  Com missioners  v.  Adam- 
son,  2  App.  Cas.  750  ;  cf.  judgment  of 
Lord  Blackburn   in  the  same  case,  and 


hits  remarks  on  Parad'uic  v.  Jane,  Aleyn. 
26 :  lluthes  (Count?**)  v.  Kirkcaldy 
Wutermirk*.  7  App.  Cas.  694.  H.  L.  Sc.  : 
Carstair*  v.  Tai/lor,  L.  K.,  6  Ex.  217  ; 
Mc/tol*  v.  Maryland,  2  Ex.  D.  1  (C.  A.)  ; 
L.  11.,  10  Ex.  255  ;  Harrison  v.  G.  i\\ 
Rail.  Co.,  10  Jur.,  N.  S.  992  ;  Blyth  v. 
Birmingham  Water  Cf*.,  11  Ex.  781. 
8  9  Ch.  1).  503  ;  37  L.  T.,  N.  S.  330. 
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of  keeping  the  wall  at  a  certain  height,  and  they  had  failed  to 
do  so,  they  were  guilty  of  negligence,  and  responsible  for  the 
whole  damage ;  for  that  where  a  person  has  a  duty  cast  upon 
him,  and  does  not  perform  it,  he  cannot  rely  on  the  act  of  God 
as  any  excuse  at  all.  The  Court  of  Appeal  affirmed  the  decree  of 
Fry,  J.,  with  a  variation.  They  held  that  the  defendants  were 
bound  at  common  law,  independently  of  the  statute,  to  keep  their 
part  of  the  wall  at  the  height  prescribed  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Hewers,  and  that  the  extraordinarily  high  tide,  though  the  act  of 
God,  did  not  excuse  them  from  their  liability;  but  that  they 
ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  showing  that  the  damage  done 
by  the  act  of  God  and  the  damage  caused  by  their  negligence 
could  be  ascertained  and  apportioned.1 
Liability  Where  the  bringing  or  storing  up  of  water  is  authorized  by 

areauthorized  Act  °f  Parliament,  there  is  no  liability  on  the  persons  so 
by  Act  of  Par-  authorized  for  damage  done  in  the  due  exercise  of  their  statutory 
powers,2  in  the  absence  of  negligence ;  but  an  action  will  lie  for 
doing  that  which  the  legislature  has  authorized,  if  it  be  done 
negligently.  The  law  as  above  stated  was  laid  down  in  the 
House  of  Lords  in  a  late  case,  in  which  Lord  Blackburn  further 
defines  negligence  as  follows  :3  "  I  think  that  if,  by  a  reasonable 
"  exercise  of  the  powers,  either  given  by  statute  to  the  promoters, 
"  or  which  they  have  at  common  law,  the  damage  could  be 
"  prevented,  it  is  within  this  rule  c  negligence '  not  to  make  such 
"  reasonable  exercise  of  their  powers."* 


1  9  Ch.  D.  921  ;  34  L.  T.  453 :  see 
ante.  Chap.  I„  p.  36. 

3  Persons  obtaining  from  the  legisla- 
ture powers  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
property  are  bound  strictly  to  adhere  to 
the  powers  so  conceded  to  them,  to  do 
no  more  than  the  legislature  has  sanc- 
tioned, and  to  proceed  only  in  the  mode 
which  the  legislature  has  pointed  out ; 
but  (except  in  a  proceeding  at  the 
instance  of  the  Attorney-General)  any 
one  seeking  the  assistance  of  a  Court  of 
Equity  to  res  train  the  violation  of  such 
a  contract  with  the  legislature  is  bound 
to  show  that  he  has  a  private  interest 
in  the  matter.  Therefore;-  where  a 
Waterworks  Act  empowered  a  company 
to  divert  the  water  of  a  stream  (without 
limit  as  to  quantity),  by  means  of  an 
open  channel  filled  with  loose  stones, 
and  they  were  diverting  it  by  means  of 
a  culvert :  I/eld.  that  another  company, 
which  was  entitled  to  the  water  of  a 
stream  into  which  the  diverted  stream 


had  flowed,  was  not  entitled  to  an 
injunction  to  restrain  a  violation  of  the 
terms  of  the  Act  as  to  the  mode  of 
diversion :  Liverpool  Corporation  t. 
Charley  Watcncorks  Co.,  2  De  G.,  M. 
&  G.  852. 

3  (redd is  v.  Bonn  Reservoir,  3  App. 
C.  430  H.  L.  Ir. ;  Hammersmith  Rail.  Ot. 
v.  Brand,  L.  R„  4  H.  L.  171 ;  Lawrence  v. 
G.  X.  Rail.  Co.,  16  Q.  B.  643  ;  Weld  v. 
Gaslight  Co.,  1  Stark.  189.  See  also 
(vllins  v.  Middlesex  Lerel,  L.  R.,  4 
C.  P.  279 ;  R.  v.  Pease,  4  B.  &  A.  30  ; 
38  R.  R.  207  ;  Jones  v.  Ffestiniog  Rail. 
Co.,  L.  R.,  3  Q.  B.  733 ;  Bagnall  v. 
L.  Sr  N.  IF.  Rail.  Co.,  1  H.  &  C.  544  : 
Whitehoute  v.  Birmingham  Canal,  27 
L.  J.,  Ex.  25  ;  Cochhnrn  v.  Eretcash 
Canal,  11  W.  R.  34  ;  Madras  Rail.  Co. 
v.  Zemindar  of  Carrentenagarum,  22 
W.  R.  865  ;  Green  v.  Chelsea  Water- 
works Co.,  70  L.  T.  541.  See  also  post. 
Chap.  V.,  pp.  268  et  seq. 

4  See  also  Etans  v.  Manchester,  S.  .{• 
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In  the  case  of  Geddis  v.  Bonn  Reseiroir,1  the  defendants  were 
authorized  to  collect  water  into  a  reservoir,  and,  when  necessary, 
to  send  the  waters  down  a  channel  to  the  river  Bann.  They 
were  empowered  to  enter  on  lands  to  scour  and  cleanse  channels 
and  watercourses.  They  neglected  to  keep  the  channel  in  ques- 
tion cleared  and  scoured,  so  that  at  times  it  overflowed,  and 
did  damage  to  the  lands  of  the  adjoining  proprietors.  It  was 
held  that  they  were  responsible  for  the  damage  so  occasioned. 
In  a  similar  case,  where  the  damage  was  caused  by  an  obstruc- 
tion in  a  public  sewer  not  under  the  control  of  the  defendants, 
they  were  held  not  responsible.3  A  canal  was  made  under  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  the  minerals  being  reserved  to  the  owners  of 
the  land  over  which  it  passed,  who  might  work  them  on  giving 
three  months'  notice  to  the  canal  owners,  who,  in  their  turn, 
might  prevent  the  working  on  payment  to  the  owners  of  the 
value  of  the  minerals.  The  plaintiffs,  the  landowners,  gave  due 
notice,  and  the  canal  company  refused  to  purchase  the  mines. 
Thereupon  the  plaintiffs  worked  the  mines  without  negligence, 
but  without  any  regard  to  supporting  the  surface  under  the  canal. 
The  canal  owners  did  all  in  their  power  to  keep  the  canal  water- 
tight, but  the  water  escaped  and  flooded  the  plaintiff's  mines. 
The  Court  held  that  no  action  would  lie  for  the  damage  so 
caused,  for  that,  striking  out  the  charge  of  negligence,  which  was 
negatived,  the  canal  company  were  charged  with  nothing,  but 
that  they  brought  water  into  the  canal  near  the  plaintiff's  minew, 
and  that  they  had  full  powers  under  their  Act  to  bring  the  water 
there.3 

Where  a  railway  was  constructed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
carried  along  an  embankment  in  lowlands  adjoining  a  river, 
between  the  river  and  plaintiff's  lands,  the  lowlands  were 
separated  from  plaintiff's  land  by  an  embankment  which,  before 
the  railway  embankment  was  made,  was  sufficient  to  protect  his 
land  from  the  flood  waters  of  the  river,  but,  in  consequence  of 
the  railway  embankment,  the  flood  waters  were  unable  to  spread 
over  the  lowlands  as  formerly,  and  flowed  over  the  bank  into 
plaintiff '8  lands: — held,  that,  although  the  railway  company 
were  not,  by  their  Act,  to  make  flood  openings,  yet,  as  they 

L.  Bly.,  36  Ch.  D.  626  ;  57  L.  J.,  Ch.  Co.,  Ir.  R.,  7  C.  L.  169. 

153 ;  57   L.   T.   194  ;    and    remarks  of  3  Dunn  v.  Birmingham  Canal,  L.  R., 

Bowen,  L. J., in  Thomasv.  Quartermainr,  8  Q.  B.  42  ;  42  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  34  ;   27  L.  f. 

18  Q.  B.  D.  685,  at  p.  694.  683.      For  farther   cases    as    to    the 

1  3  App.  C.  430  H.  L.  Ir.  liability  of  canal  and  water  companies, 

1  Bought  on  v.  Mid.  &  Q.   W.  Rttil.  sec  Chap.  V.,  pout. 


154 


OF   NATURAL    RIGHTS   OF   WATER. 


Right  of  ripa- 
rian owner  to 
protect  his 
land  from 
floods. 


No  right  to 
throw  the 
water  on  to 
the  opposite 


might,  by  proper  caution,  have  prevented  the  injury  to  plaintiff, 
an  action  was  maintainable ;  and  that  the  compensation  awarded 
to  the  owner  of  the  land,  before  the  railway  was  made,  did  not 
include  the  unforeseen  damage  in  the  present  case.1 

A  riparian  owner  on  inland  waters  has,  it  would  seem,  an 
ordinary  right  prima  facie  to  protect  his  land  from  the  inroads  of 
flood  water,  provided  he  can  do  so  without  injury  to  others.2  It 
has  been  already  stated  with  regard  to  the  sea,  that  every  land- 
owner exposed  to  its  inroads  has  a  right  to  protect  himself  by 
erecting  such  works  as  are  necessary  for  that  purpose  ;  and  that 
if  he  acts  Ixnid  fide,  he  is  not  liable  for  any  damage  thereby 
occasioned  to  his  neighbours,  who  must  protect  themselves.* 
The  law  does  not  appear — except,  perhaps,  in  the  case  of  extra- 
ordinary floods — to  give  such  large  powers  for  protection  to  the 
owners  on  the  banks  of  inland  waters,  whether  tidal  or  not. 
Thus  it  has  been  laid  down  by  the  House  of  Lords,  that  riparian 
owners  on  the  banks  of  a  non-tidal  river  may  protect  their 
property  from  the  invasion  of  the  water  by  building  a  bulwark 
ripae  munienda  causa  ;  but  that  even  in  this  necessary  defence  of 
themselves,  they  are  not  at  liberty  to  conduct  their  operations  so 
as  to  do  any  actual  injury  to  the  property  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  or  above  or  below  them.*  "  Mere  apprehension,  how- 
"  ever,"  says  Lord  Chelmsford,  "  will  not  be  sufficient  to  found  a 
"  complaint  of  the  acts  done  by  the  opposite  proprietor ;  because, 
"  being  on  the  party's  own  ground,  they  were  lawful  in  them- 
"  selves,  and  only  became  unlawful  in  their  consequences,  upon 
"  the  principle  of  sic  utere  tuo  at  aliennm  non  hedas.  But  any 
"  operation  extending  into  the  stream  itself  is  an  interference 
k(  with  the  common  interest  of  the  opposite  riparian  proprietor  ; 
"  and  therefore,  the  act  being  prima)  facie  an  encroachment,  the 
"  onus  seems  properly  to  be  cast  upon  the  party  doing  it  to  show 
"  that  it  is  not  an  injurious  obstruction." 

"  A  proprietor  on  the  banks  of  a  river,"  says  Lord  Lyndhurst,5 
"  has  no  right  to  build  a  mound  which,  according  to  the  opinion 
"  and  report  of  an  engineer,  would,  if  completed,  in  times  of 


1  Lawrence  v.  O.  N.  Rtiil.  Co.,  16 
Q.  B.  643. 

*  R.  v.  Trafford,  8  Ring.  204  :  34 
It.  R.  680  ;  1  *B.  &  A.  874  ;  Ridge  v. 
Midland  My.,  53  J.  P.  55. 

8  See  ante,  Chap.  I.,  p.  39  ;  R.  v. 
Commits'toner*  of  Pagham  Lerel,  8  B. 
&  C.  355  ;  32  R.  R.  406. 

4  Bickett  v.  Morris,  L.  RM  1  Sc.  App. 


47  :  Orr  Swing  v.  CoJt/nhonn,  2  App.  C 
830.  Sec  A,.(t.  v.  Loiudttle,  L.  R.f  7 
Eq.  377. 

b  Menzic/t  v.  Jireadalbanc,  3  Bli.,  N.  S. 
414  (H.  L.)  ;  32  R.  R.  103  ;  3  Wils.  & 
Shaw,  235  ;  Orr  Eic'tng  v.  Qdquhonn, 
2  App.  C.  839  ;  Biclutt  v.  Morri*,  L.  R., 
1  Sc.  47,  ante,  pp.  82  vt  seq. 
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"  ordinary  flood  throw  the  water  of  the  river  on  the  grounds  of  a  proprietors 

«  proprietor  on  the  opposite  bank,  so  a3  to  overflow  and  injure  ^<* 

"  them.     It  is  clear  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt  that  by  the  flood. 

"  law  of  England  such  an  operation  could  not  be  carried  on. 

"  The  old  course  of  the  flood  stream  being  along  certain  lands,  it 

"  is  not  competent  for  the  proprietors  of  those  lands  to  obstruct 

"  that  old  course  by  a  sort  of  new  water  way,  to  the  prejudice  of 

"  the  proprietors  on  the  other  side.     The  ordinary  course  of  the 

"  river  is  that  which  it  takes  at  ordinary  times ;  there  is  also  a 

"  flood  channel.    I  am  not  talking  of  that  which  it  takes  in 

"  extraordinary  or  accidental  floods  ;  but  the  ordinary  course  of 

"  the  river  at  the  different  seasons  of  the  year  must,  I  apprehend, 

"  be  subject  to  the  same  principles.     Erskine,  in  his  Institutes, 

"  says :    '  When  a  river  threatens  an  alteration  of  its  present 

"  '  channel,  by  which  damage  may  arise  to  the  proprietor  of  the 

" '  adjacent  or  opposite  ground,  it  is  lawful  for  him  to  build  a 

"  '  bulwark  "  ripa  munienda  causa  "  to  prevent  the  loss  of  ground 

"  '  that  is  threatened  by  that  encroachment.'     Though  the  river 

"  threatens  to  change  its  channel  and  to  encroach  upon  your 

"  land,   you  cannot  protect  yourself  to  the  prejudice  of  the 

"  opposite  proprietor.    It  is  true  that  passages  may  be  found  in 

"  the  Diyest  (Roman)  appearing  to  have  a  contrary  tendency,  but 

"  I  think  they  may  all  be  reconciled ;  and  I  consider  the  subject 

"  in  this  light — that  these  passages  to  which  I  am  now  alluding 

"have    reference   to    accidental   and    extraordinary    casualties 

"  from    the  flood   suddenly   bursting  forth ;    and    they   go  to 

4 'this — that  in  such  a  case  the  parties  may,  for  the  sake  of 

"  self-preservation,  guard  themselves  against  the  consequence. 

"  Farqnharson  v.  Farquharson1  is  distinguishable  in  every  par- 

"  ticular.     There  it  was  held,  that  where  Invercauld  had  erected 

"  a  mound  on  his  ground  to  prevent    the  old  course  of  the 

"  river   being  (gradually)   altered,   and  there  was  evidence  to 

"  show  that  a  great  part  of  the  bank  was  built  on  old  founda- 

"  tions,  and  of  a  custom  of  the  county  for  opposite  proprietors 

"  to  embank  under  these  circumstances,  the  Court  gave  their 

"  opinion  in  favour  of  Invercauld." 

In  the  case  of  Ridge  v.  Midland  Hail.  Co.?  it  was  held,  that 
a  riparian  owner  on  a  natural  stream  has  the  right  to  raise  the 
banks  of  the  river  from  time  to  time  as  it  becomes  necessary, 

1  Cited  in  Menzic*  v.  Breadulfowe,  3       3  Wils.  &  Shaw,  235. 
Bli.  X.  tf.  414  (H.  L.)  ;  32  R.  R.  103  :  2  53  J.  P.  55. 
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so  as  to  prevent  it  from  overflowing  his  lands,  so  long  as  he  does 
not  injure  the  property  of  others.  Lord  Coleridge,  C.  J.,  in 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  says,  at  p.  56  of  the  report : 
"  The  only  question  that  remains  and  was  seriously  argued  by  the 
"plaintiffs  is  as  to  the  raising  of  the  level  of  the  defendants' ground 
"  and  its  effects.  The  argument  of  the  plaintiffs  was  to  this  effect : 
"  There  are  two  riparian  proprietors  and  occupiers  of  land  on  the 
"  opposite  banks  of  the  same  river,  the  land  of  one  being  some 
"  feet  lower  than  that  of  the  other.  In  ordinary  times  this  makes 
"no  difference,  because  the  level  of  the  plaintiffs'  land  is  much 
"  above  the  surface  of  the  stream,  but  in  times  of  flood,  occurring 
"at  uncertain  intervals  and  with  uncertain  volume  and  force, 
"if  the  river  overflows  its  banks  at  all,  it  always  overflows  the 
"  lower  bank.  That  bank  was  the  defendants'.  The  defendants 
"  wanted  to  build  upon  the  land  subject  to  flood  ;  they  had  a  right 
"  to  build  upon  the  land,  and,  according  to  all  the  cases,  including 
"those  which  have  been  adjudicated  upon  by  such  lawyers  as 
"  Tenterden,  Tindal,  and  Lord  Esher,  it  is  a  matter  of  common- 
"  law  right  that  every  riparian  owner  is  justified  in  preventing  the 
"river  overflowing  his  land.  Tindal,  C.  J.,  expresses  his  view 
"thus:.  'At  common  law  the  landowners  would  have  the  right 
"  'to  raise  the  banks  of  the  river  and  brook  from  time  to  time, 
"  '  as  it  became  necessary,  upon  their  own  lands,  so  as  to  confine 
"  '  the  flood  water  within  the  banks,  and  to  prevent  it  from  over- 
"' flowing  their  own  lands.'1  That  is  a  right  everybody  may 
"exercise  without  the  slightest  objection.  But  in  improving 
"  his  property  the  owner  must  not  injure  that  of  another. 
"  That,  of  course,  assumes  that  the  other  has  rights.  Sic  titer? 
"  tuo  tit  alicni  (as  I  prefer  to  express  it,  not  alienum)  non  hedas. 
"But  that  was  not  the  contention  of  the  plaintiffs.  Their  view 
"was  a  new  view  to  me;  it  was  this:  I  shall  not  take  the 
"  smallest  care  of  my  land ;  mine  is  the  dominant  tenement  to 
"  yours ;  yours  is  the  servient  tenement ;  anything  you  do  in  this 
"  connection  must  be  by  my  leave  and  license.  Such  a  doctrine 
"  is  preposterous,  to  say  the  least.  The  case  of  Bickett  v.  Morris 
"  et  [fa.2  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  case  at  all.  The  facts  there 
"  were  widely  different.  Similarly  with  the  other  cases  cited  by 
"  the  plaintiffs ;  I  agree  with  them  entirely,  but  they  do  not  seem 
"  to  me  to  be  any  authority  in  support  of  the  contention  submitted 
"  to  us.  Judgment  must  therefore  be  entered  for  the  defendants." 

1   Trafford  v.  77te  King,  8  Bing.,  at  p.  211.  2  L.  R..  i  Sc.  App.  47. 
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With  regard   to  such  extraordinary  floods  as   would  come  Extraordi- 
within  the  definition  of  extraordinary  casualties,  it  would  seem,       J 
from  the  opinion  of  Lord  Lyndhurst  in  the  case  just  cited,1 
as  well  as  from  the  words  of  Bramwell,  B.,  in  a  late  case,  that 
a  riparian  owner  may  exercise  a  reasonable  selfishness  in  pro- 
tecting himself  from  such  a  common  enemy. 

In  the  case  of  Nield  v.  L.  d-  N.  W.  Rail.  Co.,3  where  a  flood 
occurred  in  a  canal  from  the  bursting  of  the  banks  of  an 
adjoining  river,  and  the  defendants,  the  canal  company,  placed 
a  barricade  across  the  canal  above  their  premises,  and  thereby 
flooded  the  plaintiff's  premises,  it  was  held  they  were  not 
liable  for  the  damage.     "  The  flood,"  says  Bramwell,  B.,  "  is  a  The  flood  is 

0  •*  a  common 

"  common  enemy  against  which  every  man  has  a  right  to  defend  enemy. 
"  himself,  and  it  would  be  mischievous  if  the  law  were  otherwise, 
"  for  a  man  must  then  stand  by  and  see  his  property  destroyed, 
"  out  of  fear  lest  some  neighbour  might  say,  *  You  have  caused 
"'me  an  injury!'  The  law  allows,  I  may  say,  a  kind  of 
"  reasonable  selfishness  in  such  matters ;  it  says,  '  Let  every 
" '  one  look  out  for  himself,  and  protect  his  own  interest/  and  he 
"  who  puts  up  a  barricade  against  a  flood  is  entitled  to  say  to 
"  his  neighbour  who  complains  of  it,  *  Why  did  not  you  do  the 
"  '  same  ? '  I  think  what  is  said  in  Mcnzies  v.  Earl  of  Breatlalbanc 
"  is  an  authority  for  this,  and  the  rule  so  laid  down  is  quite 
"  consistent  with  what  one  would  understand  to  be  the  natural 
"rule.  Where,  indeed,  there  is  a  natural  outlet  for  natural 
"  water,  no  one  has  a  right  for  his  own  purpose  to  diminish 
' '  it,  and  if  he  does  so,  he  is,  with  some  qualification,  perhaps, 
"liable  to  any  one  who  has  been  injured  by  his  act,  no  matter 
"  where  the  water  which  does  the  mischief  comes  into  the  water- 
"  course — I  say  with  some  qualification,  because  it  may  be  that, 
"  even  in  the  case  of  a  natural  watercourse,  the  riparian  owner 
"  is  entitled  to  protect  himself  against  extraordinary  floods  by 
"  keeping  off  extraordinary  water." 

It  would  seem,  however,  that  to  justify  such  "  reasonable 
"selfishness"  that  the  acts  done  in  self-defence  must  be  done 
to  avoid  a  common  danger,  and  that  no  one  can  transfer  such 
a  danger  coming  on  to  his  land  to  the  land  of  another.  Thus 
in  Thomas  v.  Birniingliam  Canal*  where,  on  the  occasion  of  an 
extraordinary  rainfall,   the   defendants  opened    a    sluice    and 

1  Menzie*  v.Breafalbant.ante,  pp.  154,  s  L.  R.,  10  Ex.  4. 

155.  "    •  49  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  851  ;  43  L.  T.  435. 
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discharged  from  their  canal  into  a  brook  more  water  than  the 
latter  was  able  to  carry  off,  the  consequence  being  that  the  brook 
overflowed  into  the  plaintiffs'  mines,  and  it  was  found  that  if 
the  sluice  had  not  been  so  opened  the  canal  bank  would  shortly 
have  burst ;  that  the  adjacent  country  and  the  plaintiffs'  mines 
would  have  been  inundated ;  that  the  course  which  the  defendants 
adopted  to  avert  such  a  catastrophe  was  a  prudent  one,  and  the 
only  effectual  one  which  could  have  been  adopted  in  the  emer- 
gency ;  that  so  far  as  the  plaintiffs'  mines  were  concerned  the 
opening  of  the  sluices  caused  them  to  be  flooded  sooner  than 
they  would  otherwise  have  been,  but  that  no  additional  damage 
was  caused  thereby  to  the  plaintiffs,  the  inundation  being  inevit- 
able by  reason  of  the  excessive  rainfall  and  consequent  accumu- 
lation of  water : — The  Court  held,  upon  these  findings,  that  even 
assuming  the  defendants'  act  to  have  been  a  wrongful  one,  it 
was  injuria  absque  damno,  and  therefore  not  a  ground  of  action ; 
and,  secondly,  that  the  compensation  clauses  of  the  Acts  of 
Parliament  did  not  apply  to  such  a  case. 

But  in  a  more  recent  case,  WhaUey  v.  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire 
Rail.  Co.,1  where  owing  to  an  excessive  rainfall  a  quantity  of 
water  accumulated  on  the  upper  side  of  .the  defendants'  railway 
embankment,  which  crossed  some  sloping  land,  and  they,  finding 
that  the  pressure  of  water  was  causing  danger  to  their  embank- 
ment, cut  trenches  through  the  embankment  and  thereby  caused 
the  water  to  flow  through  and  on  to  the  land  of  the  plaintiff, 
which  lay  at  a  lower  level;  although  the  jury  found  that  the 
defendants  had  acted  reasonably,  regard  being  had  to  the  safety 
of  their  own  property,  and  that  there  was  no  negligence : — 
The  Court  of  Appeal  held  that  the  defendants  were  liable,  for 
what  they  had  done  was  not  to  ward  off  a  common  danger,  but 
to  transfer  to  the  land  of  the  plaintiff  the  danger  and  mischief 
already  existing  on  their  own  land.2 

The  Right  to  Water  in  its  Natural  Quality. 

With  regard  to  this  subject,  we  propose  to  treat,  in  the  first 
place,  of  the  common  law  rights  and  liabilities  of  riparian 
owners  with  regard  to  water  in  its  natural  quality,  and  then 
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to  consider  the  various  statutes  which  have  been  passed  imposing 
penalties  on  the  pollution  oi  streams,  and  the  modifications 
made  by  them  in  the  common  law. 

A  riparian  proprietor  on  a  natural  stream  has  a  right  to  the  At  common 
flow  of  the  stream  through  or  by  his  land  in  its  natural  state  Jo^heTand* 
as  an  incident  to  the  land  through  or  by  which  it  flows,  and  through 
ii  the  water  be  polluted,  so  as  to  occasion  damage  in  law,  though  flows. 
not  in  fact,  it  gives  him  a  good  cause  of  action,  unless  a  right 
to  pollute  the  stream  has  been  acquired  by  the  person  causing 
the  pollution,  by  long  enjoyment  or  grant.1    A  right  to  pollute 
a  stream  can  only  be  acquired  by  a  continuance  of  a  perceptible 
amount  of  pollution  for  the  full  period  of  twenty  years.-    A 
riparian  proprietor  can  therefore  maintain  a  suit  to  restrain  Pollution 
the  fouling  of  the  water  without  showing  that  the  fouling  is  without  proof 
actually  injurious  to  him,  and  the  fact  that  the  stream  is  also  P*.*^1*1 
fouled  by  others  is  no  defence.8     The  rights  of  a  riparian  pro- 
prietor are,  moreover,  not  restricted  to  the  present  modes  of  enjoy- 
ment of  the  water,  and  a  new  mode  of  enjoyment  gives  a  right  at 
once  to  sue  for  an  injury  done  in  respect  of  such  new* uses.1 

In  the  case  of  Crossley  v.  Lightowlerf  the  plaintiffs,  who 
owned  a  carpet  manufactory  near  the  river  Hebble,  purchased 
from  the  defendants  a  piece  of  land  abutting  on  the  river  and 
higher  up  the  stream.  The  defendants  erected  dye  works  still 
higher  up  the  stream,  and  the  plaintiffs  filed  a  bill  to  restrain 
the  defendants  from  fouling  the  water  of  the  river,  both  with 
respect  to  the  carpet  manufactory  and  with  respect  to  the  piece 


injury. 


1  WW  v.  Wavd,  3  Ex.  748  ;  Embrry 
v.  Owen.  6  Ex.  153  ;  Tenant  v.  Goldtcin, 
2  Lord  Raymond,  1039.  Damages 
cannot  be  recovered  for  "depreciation 
"  of  property  "  assessed  separately  from 
"damages11  in  an  action  for  polluting 
a  stream :  Tatton  v.  Staffordshire 
Potteries  ('v.,  44  J.  P.  106. 

*  A.-G.  v.  Halifax,  39  L.  J.,  Ch.  129  ; 
Goldsmith  v.  Tunbridge  Wells,  L.  R.,  1 
Oh.  349  ;  Cater  v.  Lewisham,  11  Jur., 
N.  S.  340  ;  and  jtww*.  Chap.  IV. 

3  Crossley  v.  Lightmcler,  L.  R.,  2  Ch. 
478  ;  3  Eq.  279  ;  St.  Helens  v.  Tipping, 
11  H.  L.  642  ;  A.-6.  v.  Leeds,  L.  R.,  5 
Ch.  583  ;  Pennington  v.  Brinsop  Hall 
(Jo.,  5  Ch.  D.  769. 

4  Pennington  v.  Brinsop,  5  Ch.  D. 
769  ;  Holker  v.  Porrit,  L.  R.,  10  Ex. 
r>9  ;  A.-G.  v.  Birmingham^  4  De  G. 
&  J.  528. 

*  L.  R.,  2  Ch.  478  ;  L.  R.,  3  Eq.  279. 
In  the  case  of  Duke  of  Bueeleuch  v. 


Cmoan  (Court  of  Session  Cases  (Scotch), 
3rd  series,  Vol.  5,  p.  214),  it  was  held 
that  an  upper  proprietor  is  not  entitled 
to  throw  impurities,  and  especially 
artificial  impurities,  into  a  stream  so  as 
to  pollute  the  water  as  it  passes  through 
the  estate  of  a  lower  proprietor ;  that 
the  lower  proprietor  is  entitled  to  com- 
plain of  such  pollution  as  renders  the 
water  unfit  for  primary  purposes ;  but 
that  it  will  be  a  good  defence  against 
such  a  complaint  that  the  stream  has 
been  from  time  immemorial  devoted  to 
secondary  purposes,  such  as  manufac- 
tories, so  as  to  supersede  and  abrogate 
the  primary  purposes.  See  L.  R.,  2  App. 
C.  344,  where  the  judgment  was  affirmed, 
and  it  was  held  that,  by  the  law  of 
Scotland,  in  the  case  of  the  pollution  of 
a  stream,  the  several  sufferers  may  com- 
bine and  bring  a  joint  action  against 
the  several  authors  of  the  nuisance. 
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of  land.  The  plaintiffs  failed  to  prove  pollution  opposite  to  the 
carpet  manufactory,  but  as  they  proved  pollution  opposite  the 
piece  of  land  higher  up  the  stream,  Wood,  V.-C,  and  Lord 
Chelmsford,  L.  C,  on  appeal,  both  held  that  they  were  entitled 
to  an  injunction,  although  they  proved  no  actual  injury.  It  was 
held,  moreover,  in  the  same  case,  following  the  case  of  The  St. 
Helens  Smelting  Co.  v.  Tipping?  that  it  was  no  defence  that  the 
water  was  also  fouled  by  other  manufacturers.  "  Where  there 
"  are  many  existing  nuisances,"  says  Chelmsford,  L.  C,  "  either 
"to  air  or  water,  it  may  be  very  difficult  to  trace  to  its  source 
"  the  injury  occasioned  by  any  one  of  them ;  but  if  the  defen- 
"  dants  add  to  the  former  foul  state  of  the  water,  and  yet  are  not 
"  to  be  responsible  on  account  of  its  previous  condition,  this 
"  consequence  would  follow — that  if  the  plaintiff  were  to  make 
"  terms  with  the  other  polluters  of  the  stream,  so  as  to  have 
"  water  free  from  impurities  produced  from  their  works,  the 
"  defendants  might  say,  *  We  began  to  foul  the  stream  at  a 
"  *  time  when,  as  against  you,  it  was  lawful  for  us  to  do  so, 
"  '  inasmuch  as  it  was  unfit  for  your  use,  and  you  cannot  now, 
"  '  by  getting  rid  of  the  existing  pollutions  from  other  sources, 
"  '  prevent  our  continuing  to  do  what,  at  the  time  when  we 
"  '  began,  you  had  no  right  to  object  to.'  " 3 

WTith  regard  to  this  last  point,  Fry,  J.,  observes  in  a  late  case:3 
"  I  may  observe  in  passing,  that  the  case  of  a  stream  affords  a 
"  very  clear  illustration  of  the  difference  between  injury  and 
"  damage ;  for  the  pollution  of  a  clear  stream  is,  to  a  riparian 
"  proprietor  below,  both  an  injury  and  damage,  whilst  the  pollu- 
"  tion  of  a  stream  already  made  foul,  unless  by  other  pollutions, 
"  is  an  injury  without  damage,  which  would,  however,  at  once 
"  become  both  injury  and  damage  on  the  cessation  of  the  other 
"  pollutions."  On  the  same  principle  that  the  right  to  the  flow 
of  pure  water  is  a  natural  right  of  property,  it  is  no  defence  to 
an  action  for  polluting  a  stream  to  show  that  the  trade  causing 
the  nuisance  was  carried  on  in  a  proper  and  lawful  manner.4 

The  pollution  of  water  then  is,  in  itself,  an  unlawful  act  and  a 
nuisance,  and  in  this  differs  from  the  diversion  or  obstruction 
of  a  stream,  which  when  done  in  a  reasonable  manner  and  on  a 


1  11  H.  L.  C.  642  ;  35  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  66  ; 
12  L.  T.  776. 

3  L.  R.,  2  Ch„  p.  482. 

8  Pennington  v.  Brinxop  Hall  Co.,  5 
Ch.  D.  769. 


*  Stockport  v.  Potter,  7  H.  &  N.  160  ; 
see  Jfipkins  v.  Birmingham,  6  H.  &  X. 
250  ;  5  H.  &  N.  74  ;  St.  Helens  v.  Tipping, 
11  H.  L.  642. 
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man's  own  land  is  a  lawful  use  of  property.1   It  is  established  from  diver- 
law,  that  if  filth  is  created  on  any  man's  land,  then  he  whose  it  obstruction. 
is  must  keep  it,  that  it  may  not  trespass ;  *   and   that,   there- 
fore,  where    a    man,   by  an    artificial   channel  or  otherwise, 
discharges  directly  on    to  his  neighbour's  premises   polluted 
water  to  his  injury,  he  is  liable   to  an  action  for  nuisance.3 
For  no  man  can  have  a  right  to  send  dirty  water  on  to  another's 
land,  unless  he  can  prove  a  prescriptive  right  so  to  send  dirty 
water.4    It  has  been  further  decided  that  there  is  no  difference  Pollution  of 
with  regard  to  the  natural  right  to  purity  of  water  between  the  percolating 
cases  of  water  flowing  openly  on  the  surface  of  land  in  a  defined  water  action- 
channel,  and  water  trickling  over  the  ground  without  any  defined 
course,   or  water  percolating  through  the  soil  in  unknown  or 
undefined    channels.5      This    is    established    by   the    case    of 
Hodgkinson  v.  Ennor*  where  it  was  urged  that  the  principles 
of  law  relating  to  the  diversion  or  obstruction  of  percolating 
water  established  in  Chasemore  v.  Richards  7  applied  equally  to 
pollution  of  such  water ;  and  that,  therefore,  no  action  would  lie 
for  injury  to  a  landowner  by  the  pollution  of  percolating  water, 
by  washing  lead  on  his  land  in  the  ordinary  way.     The  Court, 
however,  held,  that  though  the  person  polluting  the  water  might 
have  a  right  to  use  it  for  lead- washing,  yet  according  to  the 
maxim,  sic  utere  tuo  ut  aliemcm  non  ladas,  he  could  not  so  use  it 
as  to  injure  and  cause  a  nuisance  to  his  neighbour.8 

The  rights  of  owners  on  artificial  channels  and  of  grantees  of  Pollution  of 
water  have  been  fully  discussed  in  an  earlier  part  of  this  chapter,  "atercoun c» 
pp.  127  et  seq.  It  remains  to  be  considered  whether  the  pollution 
of  the  water  in  such  artificial  channels  is  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  diversion  and  obstruction  of  it.  The  result  of  the 
cases  seems  to  be  that  though  neither  the  owner  of  land  on  an 
artificial  watercourse  which  is  not  a  branch  or  division  of  a 
natural  stream,9  nor  the  grantee  or  licensee  of  a  riparian  owner, 

1  See  ante,  p.  122  et  seq.  Ho, pott,  p.  201.    See  Goddard  on  Ease- 

*  Tenant   v.   Goldvnn,  2  Ld.  Raym.       ments,  p.  97. 

1089  ;  Salk.  21,  360;   Mod.  311  ;  Holt,  •  4  B.  &  S.  229  ;  32  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  231  ; 

MO;  Hodgkinson  v.  Ennor,  4  B.  &  S.  8L.T.451;  Womerxleyv.  Church, 17  L.T., 

229  ;  Fletcher  v.  Uplands,  L.  R.,  3  H.  L.  N.  S.  190  ;  see  also  Manchester  and  Shcf- 

330.  Jleld  Bail.  Co.  v.  Worksop,  23  Beav.  198. 

*  Herdmanv.  N.  E  Rail.  Co.,  3  0.  P.  MR  L.  349  ;  29  L.  J.,  Ex.  81 ;  see 
D.   168,  C.  A. ;   Humphries  v.  Cousins,  post,  p.  191. 

2    C.  P.   D.  239 ;  Broder  t.  Saillard,  8  As  to  the   pollution  of  percolating 

2  Ch.  D.  692  ;  Bell  ▼.    Twenty  man,  1  water,  see  Ballard  v.  Tomlinson,  29  Ch. 

Q.  B.  768.  D.  115  :  54  L.  J.,  Ch.  404  ;  52  L.  T.  942, 

4  See  Cawkvoell  v.  Russell,  26  L.  J.,  post,  p.201. 

Kx.  34.  •  As  to  this  see  Baihj  v.  Clark  Sf  Mor- 

1  Ballard    v.  Tomlinson,  29   Ch.    D.  land,  18  T.  L.  R.  364,  post  p.  252. 

L.W.  11 
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can  sue  a  higher  riparian  owner  for  polluting  the  water  in  the 
natural  stream,1  a  non-riparian  owner  who  has  legally  appro- 
priated part  of  the  water  is  not  debarred  by  the  fact  that  he  has 
no  property  in  the  water  from  suing  a  wrongdoer  who  discharges 
foul  water  directly  upon  his  premises.2  In  Ballard  v.  Tomlinson* 
the  Court  of  Appeal  have  held,  affirming  Womersley  v.  Church,* 
Hodgkinson  v.  Ennor*  and  Tenant  v.  Goldwin*  that  no  one 
has  a  right  to  use  his  own  land  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  a 
nuisance  to  his  neighbour,  and,  therefore,  if  a  man  puts  filth  or 
poisonous  matter  on  his  land  he  must  take  care  that  it  does  not 
escape  so  as  to  poison  water  which  his  neighbour  has  a  right  to 
use,  although  his  neighbour  may  have  no  property  in  such  water 
at  the  time  it  is  fouled. 

In  the  case  of  Wood  v.  Waud,7  which  was  the  case  of  an 
artificial  watercourse  made  for  the  purpose  of  draining  certain 
mines,  the  Court  held,  that  as  the  watercourse  was  of  a  temporary 
and  uncertain  nature,  no  rights  existed  or  could  be  acquired  on 
it  so  as  to  prevent  its  diversion  or  obstruction,  but  expressed  an 
opinion  that  the  injury  caused  by  fouling  water  did  not  stand  on 
the  same  footing  as  abstraction  or  diversion ;  and  that  though  a 
mine  owner  might  stop  a  stream  of  water  which  flowed  artifi- 
cially from  his  mines,  it  did  not  follow  that  he  or  any  other 
could  pollute  it  whilst  it  continued  to  run — and  again,  "  If  they 
"  polluted  *the  water,  so  as  to  be  injurious  to  the  tenant  below, 
"  the  case  would  be  different."  8 

The  modern  cases  hardly  support  this  view  of  the  law ;  and, 
after  much  difference  of  opinion  among  the  learned  judges  who 
have  considered  the  question,  it  would  seem  that  the  injury  by 
pollution  is  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  other  injuries  to  riparian 
rights,  and  that  though  actual  injury  caused  by  the  direct  discharge 
of  foul  water  on  the  premises  of  another  is  actionable  as  a  nuisance, 
the  pollution  of  the  water  in  a  stream  by  a  riparian  owner 
can  only  be  complained  of  by  those  entitled  to  the  water  as  of 
right.  In  the  case  of  Whaler/  v.  Laing*  it  appeared  that  a  canal 
had  been  formed  through  land  belonging  to  one  Anderton ;  and 


1  Nuttal  v.  Bracewell,  L.  R.,  2  Ex.  1 ; 
Stockport  v.  Potttr,  1  H.  &  C.  300 ; 
Oruterod  v.  Todmoiden  Mill  Co.,  11 
Q.  B.  D.  155. 

2  Ballard  v.  Tomlinsan,  29  Ch.  D. 
115  ;  54  L.  J.,  Ch.  404  ;  52  L.  T.  942. 

8  29  Ch.  D.  115  ;  54  L.  J.,  Ch.  404  ;  52 
L.  T.  942,;wrf,  p.  201. 
4  17  L.  T.,  N.  S.  190. 


1  4  B.  &  S.  229. 

6  1  Salk.  21,  360. 

7  3  Ex.  748  ;  18  L.  J.  Ex.  305. 

8  See  also  Magor  v.  Chadwick,  11  A. 
&  E.  571  ;  Sutcliffe  v.  Booth,  9  Jur., 
N.  S.  1037  ;  32  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  136. 

•  2  H.  &  N.  476  ;  3  H.  &  N.  675,  Ex. 
Chamb.  See  remarks  on  this  case  ants, 
pp.  134—136. 


THE   RIGHT    TO   WATER   IN   ITS   NATURAL   QUALITY.  163 

the  plaintiff,  by  leave  of  Anderton  and  of  the  canal  company,  made 
a  cat  through  the  land  to  the  canal,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
water  from  the  canal  to  supply  his  engines.     Chemical  works 
were  afterwards  erected  by  the  defendants,  and  they  commenced 
pouring  muriatic  acid  into  the  canal,  which  mixed   with   the 
water  and  passed  to  the  plaintiff's  boilers,  which  were  thereby 
injured.     The  question   was,  whether  the  plaintiff,  as  he  had 
no  legal  right  to  the  water,  but  merely  a  licence   to  use  it, 
could  sue  the  defendants  for  the  damage.   The  declaration  stated 
that  the  plaintiff  used  and  had  and  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the 
water,  which  water  had  been  used,  and  then  ought  to  have  run 
and  flowed  without  pollution.     The  Court  of  Exchequer1  held, 
without  deciding  whether  the  plaintiff  had  any  possessory  title 
in  the  water  of  the  canal — so  that  if  the  defendant  had  stopped 
the  flow  of  it  to  the  plaintiff,  or  if  the  plaintiff,  in  order  to  get 
the  water,  had  to  go  to  the  canal  and  draw  it  with  a  bucket,  any 
action  could  have  been  maintained — that  he  was  entitled  to 
judgment  on  the  ground  that  the  defendant  caused  foul  water  to 
flow  on  to  the  plaintiff's  premises  without  justification.     They 
held,  further,  that  the  declaration  did  not  mean  an  assertion  of 
title  in  the  plaintiff,  but  that  the  defendant  had  no  right  to  foul 
the  water.    On  appeal  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber3  were 
divided   in  opinion.    Willes   and   Crowder,  JJ.,  held  that  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  below  ought  to  be  affirmed,  on  the  ground 
that  the   plaintiff  was  in   possession   of    the  water,   and  the 
defendant    was  a  wrongdoer.      Crompton  and  Erie,  JJ.,  held, 
that  the  declaration  was  bad,  as  it  claimed  indirectly  a  right  to 
the  flow  of  the  water  which  was  not  supported  by  evidence  of 
any  legal  right ;  but  they  added  that  they  did  not  say  that  an 
action  might  not  lie  if  a  man  had  permission  from  the  owner  of 
a  pond  to  get  water  for  his  cattle,  and  if  a  stranger,  knowing  the 
probable  and  natural  effect  of  his  act,  poisoned  the  water  so  that 
the  cattle  were  injured,  that  probably  in  such  a  case  an  action 
would  lie  ;  but  that  the  right  of  action  would  be  founded,  not  on 
the  title  or  right  to  the  water,  but  on  the  injury  to  the  property 
of  the   plaintiff.      Williams,  J.,  held   the   declaration   bad   in 
substance,  and  that  judgment  should  be  arrested;  but  that  the 
plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the  verdict.    Wightman,  J.,  thought  the 
defendants  were  entitled  to  judgment,  as  the  plaintiff  had  no  legal 
right  to  the  water,  and,  that  as  against  him,  the  defendants  could 

i  2  H.  &  N.  476.  *  3  H.  &  N.  675. 
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not  be  considered  wrongdoers.     The  result  was  that  the  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff  was  directed  to  stand,  but  judgment  was  arrested.1 

In  the  case  of  Stockport  v.  Potter,*  the  majority  of  the  Court 
of  Exchequer,  Pollock,  C.  B.,  Channell  and  Wilde,  BB.,  held, 
that  where  a  landowner  on  a  natural  stream  conveyed  to  the 
plaintiffs,  a  water  company,  land  not  on  riparian  lands,  and  also 
the  use  of  certain  conduits  and  tunnels  through  the  riparian 
lands,  the  grantees  had  no  natural  rights  with  regard  to  the 
stream,  and,  therefore,  could  not  sue  a  higher  riparian  owner  on 
the  natural  stream  for  the  pollution  of  the  stream,  whereby  the 
water  flowing  through  their  conduits  was  also  polluted.  Bram- 
well,  B.,  dissented  from  this  view,  holding  that  the  grantees 
could  recover,  on  the  general  principle  that  where  a  man  has 
property,  he  may  grant  to  others  rights  in  it,  for  which  the 
grantees  can  sue.  "  In  this  case,"  he  says,  however,  "  the 
"plaintiffs  cannot  rely  on  their  mere  possession  of  the  water 
"  they  take,  or  perhaps,  I  ought  to  say,  on  their  mere  taking  of 
"  it.  For  whatever  Whaley  v.  Laing  may  have  decided,  it 
"  certainly  decided  this,  that  such  possession  was  not  enough  to 
"  enable  the  possessor  to  maintain  an  action.  For  that  case 
"  decides  that  the  plaintiff  had  not  alleged,  or  having  alleged 
"  had  not  proved,  a  right  to  the  water,  and  so  could  not  recover." 

In  Crossleyv.  Lightowler*  cited  above,  Lord  Chelmsford,  L.  C, 
held  that  the  pollution  of  the  water  of  a  natural  stream,  which 
was  conveyed  to  a  mill  by  means  of  an  artificial  goit,  was  not  an 
injury  to  the  riparian  rights  of  the  owner  of  the  mill,  as  the  mill 
owner  was  not  a  riparian  owner  on  the  goit. 

In  the  case  of  Ormerod  v.  Todmorden  Mill  Co.,1  in  which  the 
judgment  of  Lord  Esher,  M.  R.,  is  set  out  at  p.  182,  ante,  the 
case  of  Stockport  v.  Potter  was  approved  and  followed,  by  the 
Court  of  Appeal,  on  the  ground  that  the  grant  of  a  right  to 
flowing  water  by  a  riparian  owner  is  valid  only  against  himself 
and  cannot  confer  rights  as  against  others. 

Where  an  action  for  damages  by  a  riparian  owner  lies  for 
pollution  of  a  stream,  the  Courts  will  interfere  by  injunction  to 
restrain  the  nuisance,  even  where  no  actual  damage  is  proved, 
to  prevent  the  inconvenience  of  repeated  actions  for  damages  ;* 


»3H.&  N.  901. 

8  3  H.  &  C.  300  ;  10  L.  T.  748  ;  see 
Nuttal  v.  Brarewell,  L.  R.,  2  Ex.  1. 

»  L.  R.,  2  Ch.  476,  36  L.  J.  Ch.  584  ; 
16  L.  T.  638,  ante,  p.  159. 


4  11  Q.  B.  D.  155;  see  also  Bally  v. 
Clark,  (1901)  Ch.  D.  17  T.  L.  R.  239  ; 
18  T.  L.  R.  364. 

*  Cloices  v.  Staffordshire  Water  Co., 
L.  R.,  8  Ch.  125,  143  :  42  L.  J.  Ch.  107  ; 
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and  also  where  the  act  done  is  claimed  as  of  right,  on  the  ground 
that  the  repetition  of  the  act  would,  at  the  end  of  twenty  years, 
establish  a  right  in  the  claimant  in  derogation  of  the  prior 
right.1 

When  the  right  and  its  violation  are  clearly  established,3  a 
man  is,  in  general,  entitled  as  of  course  to  a  perpetual  injunction 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  injury;3  and  in  the  case  of  an 
injury  to  riparian  rights  by  pollution,  the  Courts  will  not, 
except  in  special  cases,  award  damages  in  lieu  of  an  injunction.4 
Where  the  mischief  complained  of  is  an  injury  to  a  private 
right,  the  balance  of  convenience  and  inconvenience  cannot  be 
considered,  the  question  being  simply,  whether  such  private 
rights  exist,  and,  if  so,  whether  the  Court,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
judicial  discretion,  can  interfere  to  protect  them.5 

Where  the  plaintiff  has  proved  a  right  to  an  injunction,  it  is 
no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Court  to  inquire  how  the  defendant 
can  best  remove  the  nuisance.  The  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  an 
injunction  at  once,  unless  the  removal  of  the  cause  of  injury  is 
physically  impossible ;  and  the  defendant  must  find  his  way  out 
of  the  difficulty,  whatever  the  inconvenience  and  expense  may 
be.6  Where  the  difficulty  of  removing  the  injury  is  great,  the 
Court  will  suspend  the  injunction  for  a  time,  to  render  its 
removal  possible.7  Where  an  injunction  was  granted  to  restrain 
defendants  from  pouring  sewage  into  a  river,  and  execution  of 
the  order  was  stayed  till  July   1st,  and  defendants  did  not, 


27  L.T.  521 ;  Pennington  v.  Brinsop  Hall 
Co.,  5  Ch.  Div.  769 ;  see  also  24  &  25 
Vict.  c.  42  ;  Anon.,  2  Eq.  Abr.  522. 

1  Young  v.  Bankier  Distillery  Co., 
(1893)  A.  C.  691  ;  69  L.  T.  853  ;  58  J.  P. 
100  (H.  L.  Sc.)  ;  Swindon  Water  Co.  v. 
Wilt*  and  Berks  Canal,  L.  R.,  7  H.  L. 
705  ;  Goldsmid  v.  Tunbridge  Well*,  L. 
B.,  1  Ch.  349  ;  Crowley  v.  Lightowler, 
L.  R.,  2  Ch.  478  ;  llarrop  v.  Hirst, 
1*.  R.,  4  Ex.  43.  See  also  cases  post, 
pp.  243  et  »eq ;  as  to  injunctions  generally 
see  post,  Chap.  X. 

1  A  Court  of  Equity  will  not  exercise 
its  jurisdiction  by  injunction  at  the 
instance  of  an  individual  against  an 
alleged  nuisance,  without  a  previous 
trial  at  law  or  without  its  being  clearly 
proved  that  the  plaintiff  has  sustained 
such  substantial  injury  as  would  have 
entitled  him  to  a  verdict  for  damages  in 
an  action  at  law:  Elmhirst  v.  Spencer, 
2  Mac.  &  G.  45. 

*  Wood  v.  Sutcliffe,  2  Sim.,  N.  S.  166 ; 


Imperial  Qas  Co.  v.  Broadbent,  7  H.  L. 

612  ;  see  Kerr  on   Injunctions,  p.  44  ; 

and/wtf,  Chap.  X. 

4  Pennington  v.  Brinsop  Hall  Co.,  5 

Ch.  D.  769. 
*  A.-  G  v.  Birmingham,  4  Kay  &  J.  528, 
6  Golds  mid  v.  Tunbridge  Wells,  L.  R., 

I  Ch.  163  ;  1  Eq.  349  ;  35  L.  J.  Ch.  382 ; 
14   L.  T.  154  ;   A.-G.  v.  Birmingham, 

4  K.  &  J.  528;   A.-G.   v.   Sheffield,  3 
D.,  M.  &  G.  304  ;  A.-G.  v.  Leeds,  L.  R., 

5  Ch.  583  ;  A.-G.  v.  Halifax,  39  L.  J.,  Ch. 
129:  17W.R.  1088;  Cater v.  Lewisham, 

II  Jur.,  N.  S.  340  ;  A.-G.  v.  Hackney, 
L.  R.,  20  Eq.  631.  As  to  balance  of  con- 
venience where  important  public  interests 
are  involved  see  A.-G.  v.  Birmingliam, 
post,  p.  169,  and  cases  cited  post,  p.  171. 

"*  A  -G.  v.  Colney  Hatch,  L.  R.,  4  Ch. 
146  ;  A.~G.  v.  Halifax,  29  L.  J.,  Ch.  129  ; 
Pennington  v.  Brinsop  Hall  Co.,  5  Ch. 
D.  769  ;  A.-G.  v.  Birmingham,  4  K.  &  J. 
328. 
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subsequently  to  July  1st,  stop  the  nuisance,  alleging  that  they 
had  not  yet  found  a  way  of  deodorizing  it,  and  that  compliance 
with  the  order  was  physically  impossible,  it  was  held  to  be  a 
gross  and  wilful  contempt  of  Court,  and  sequestration  was 
ordered  to  issue.1 

In  granting  an  injunction  to  restrain  pollution  by  sewage 
matter,   it  is  the  practice  to  grant  an  immediate  injunction 
restraining  any  new  communications  with   the  river,  and  to 
suspend  the  operation  of  the  order  for  a  time  to  enable  defendants 
to  comply  with  the  order  by  altering  their  works.2    In  the  case 
PefmingtvM      of  Pennington  v.  Brinsop  Hall  Co.,3  the  plaintiffs,  as  riparian 
Hall!**0*'       owners,  sought  a  perpetual  injunction  to  restrain  defendants,  the 
owners  of  a  colliery,  from  polluting  the  waters  of  a  stream  with 
sulphuric  acid  and  other  deleterious  matters ;  and  the  defendants 
pleaded  that  their  operations  caused  no  appreciable  injury  to  the 
plaintiffs ;  and  further,  that  if  the  injunction  was  granted,  they 
would  have  no  means  of  getting  rid  of  the  water  from  their 
mines,  and  would  have  to  shut  up  their  colliery,  and  that  the 
water  would  still  find  its  way  into  the  stream  by  natural  causes  ; 
and  that  the  closing  of  the  colliery  would  cause  a  loss  of  190,000/. 
and  the  ruin  of  their  company.     They  further  urged  that  in  lieu 
of  an  injunction  damages  ought  to  be  awarded.4    Fry,  J.,  how- 
ever, held,  that  the  plaintiffs  had  a  good  cause  of  action,  though 
the  injury  to  their  riparian  rights  was  unaccompanied  by  damage, 
and  awarded  a  perpetual  injunction.    In  delivering  judgment  he 
says,  "  The  plaintiffs  claim  both  as  riparian  proprietors,  and  also 
"  as  having  a  prescriptive  right  to  the  use  of  the  water  of  the 
"  stream  for  the  purposes  of  their  mill.     These  rights  are  not 
"  denied  by  the   defendants.      The  plaintiffs  allege  that  the 
"  defendants  pollute  the  stream  so  as  to  create  an  injury  to  the 
"plaintiffs'   rights;    and  they   say,   first,   that  this  injury   is 
"  accompanied  by  damage  ;  and,  secondly,  that  if  it  be  unaccom- 
"  panied   by  damage,  they  have  nevertheless  a  good  cause  of 
"  action.      This  second  proposition  of  the  plaintiffs  is,  in  my 
"  judgment,   well  founded,   and   has   scarcely,   if  at  all,   been 

1  Spiker  v.  Banbury,  L.  RM  1  Eq.  42.  L.  R.,  4  Ch.  146. 

J  Uoldxmid    v.    Tunbridge  Well*,  L.  *  5  Ch.  D.  769. 

R.,  1    Ch.  163  ;  1    Eq.    349  ;    A.-G.  v.  4  As  to  this,  see  Aynsley  v.  Glover, 

Birmingham,  4  K.  &  J.  528 ;  19  W.  R.  L.  R.,  18  Eq.  544  ;   L.  R.,  10  Ch.  283 ; 

561  ;  Pennington  v.  Brinsop  Hall  Co.,  5  Embrey  v.  Otren,  6  Ex.  353,  368  ;   Wood 

Ch.  D.  769  ;  A.-G.  v.  Halifax,  17  W.  R.  v.  Sutcliffe,  2  Sim.,  N.  S.  163, 165  ;  Dent 

1088  ;  39  L.  J.,  Ch.  129  ;  A.-G.  v.  Leed*,  v.  Auction  Mart,  L.  R.,  2  Eq.  238 ;  Leech 

L.  R.,  5  Ch.  583  ;  A.-G.  v.  Colney  Hatch,  v.  Schiceder,  L.  R.,  9  Ch.  463. 
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"  contested  by  the  defendants.  The  injury  alleged  by  the 
"plaintiffs  is  denied  by  the  defendants,  and  the  first  question 
"  which  I  have  to  decide  is,  do  the  operations  of ,  the  defendants 
"  cause  an  injury  to  the  plaintiffs?  I  may  observe,  in  passing, 
"  that  the  case  of  a  stream  affords  a  very  clear  illustration  of  the 
"  difference  between  injury  and  damage ;  for  the  pollution  of  a 
"  clear  stream  is  to  a  riparian  proprietor  below  both  injury  and 
"  damage,  whilst  the  pollution  of  a  stream  already  made  foul  and 
"  useless  by  other  pollutions  is  an  injury  without  damage,  which 
"  would,  however,  at  once  become  both  injury  and  damage  on 
"  the  cessation  of  the  other  pollutions."  (His  lordship  then 
reviewed  the  evidence,  upon  which  he  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  proved  that  the  water  pumped  by  the  defendants  into  the 
stream  caused  both  injury  and  damage  to  the  plaintiffs.  He 
continued) : — "  It  has,  in  the  next  place,  been  urged  upon  me 
"  that  in  lieu  of  an  injunction  I  ought  to  award  damages  in  this 
"  case.  The  argument  has  assumed  this  form.  It  has  been 
"  said,  and  the  case  of  Embrey  v.  Owen l  has  been  referred  to  as 
"  an  authority,  that  the  cases  of  rights  to  running  water,  and  of 
"  rights  to  air  and  light,  are  analogous ;  that  in  the  case  of 
"  injury  done  to  the  right  to  air  and  light  the  Court  has  frequently 
"  granted  an  inquiry  as  to  damages  in  lieu  of  an  injunction,  and 
"  that  it  would  be  right  and  proper  to  follow  the  same  course  in 
"  this  case.  I  am  of  opinion  that  I  ought  not  to  accede  to  this 
"  argument.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the 
"  injury  to  air  and  light  proceeds  in  almost  all  cases  from  a 
"  permanent  structural  obstruction ;  whereas  the  injury  to  water 
"  in  the  present  case  proceeds  from  a  cause  which  varies  from 
"  day  to  day,  and  may  cease  or  may  increase  at  any  time. 
"  Hence  follows  a  difference  in  the  measure  of  damages  in  the 
"  two  cases.  In  the  case  of  an  obstruction  to  light  and  air, 
"  the  damages  would  represent  the  depreciation  in  value  of 
"  the  injured  property,  and  so  would  be  in  the  nature  of  a 
"  compensation  for  the  injury  done;  whilst  in  the  case  of 
"  injury  to  the  right  to  running  water,  the  damages  given  only 
"  represent  the  past  injury  to  the  plaintiff's  right,  and  are, 
"  consequently,  no  compensation  for  the  future  injury.  Again, 
"  the  rights  of  the  plaintiffs,  as  riparian  owners,  are  not  limited 
"  to  their  present  modes  of  enjoyment ;  and  a  new  mode  of 
"  enjoyment  gives  a  right  at  once  to  sue  for  the  injury  done  in 

1  6  Ex.  353 ;  20  L.  J.  Ex.  212. 
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'  •  respect  of  such  new  use,  as  was  determined  in  HoUcer  v.  Porritt,1 
"  and  the  cases  there  cited.  It  is  impossible  to  foresee  what 
"  modes  of  enjoyment  the  plaintiffs,  or  their  successors  in  title, 
"  may  resort  to,  or  the  extent  of  damages  which  would  be  a 
"  compensation  for  the  injury  which  the  continued  pollution 
"  might  cause  to  such  new  modes  of  enjoyment.  I  shall  not,  of 
"  course,  say  that,  in  no  case  of  injury  to  riparian  rights, 
"  damages  should  be  awarded  in  lieu  of  an  injunction ;  but  I 
*'  know  of  no  case  in  which  it  has  been  done.  In  the  case  of 
hi  Clowes  v.  Staffordshire  Potteries  Waterworks  Co.,2  the  point  was 
"  considered  by  Lord  Justice  Mellish ;  and  although  he  was  of 
"  opinion  that  in  that  case  the  plaintiff  could  only  have  recovered 
"nominal  damages,  he  nevertheless  held  that  an  injunction 
"  ought  to  issue,  upon  the  ground  of  the  inconvenience  of  leaving 
"  the  parties  to  repeated  and  successive  actions  for  damages. 
"  If,  therefore,  in  the  present  case,  there  had  been  no  evidence 
"  of  actual  damage,  but  merely  evidence  of  injury  to  the  riparian 
"  and  prescriptive  rights  of  the  plaintiffs,  I  should  have  followed 
"  this  authority ;  but  there  is  evidence  before  me  which  satisfies 
"  me  that  the  damage  accruing  to  the  plaintiffs  is  by  no  means 
"  inconsiderable.  It  has  been  suggested  that  there  are  no  known 
"  modes  of  purifying  the  defendants'  water;  and  that  obedience 
"  to  the  injunction  will  be  impossible,  or  possible  only  by  stopping 
' '  the  defendants'  works,  and  throwing  out  of  employment  a 
"  large  number  of  workmen.  I  cannot  yield  to  these  suggestions, 
%i  nor  can  I  find  any  such  balance  of  inconvenience  resulting 
"  from  the  granting  of  the  injunction  as  would  have  induced  me 
"  to  refuse  it,  even  if  I  could  have  assessed  damages  in  the 
"  nature  of  a  compensation,  which,  for  the  reasons  I  have  given, 
44 1  am  of  opinion  that  I  cannot  do.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  I 
"  am  of  opinion  that  a  perpetual  injunction  should  be  awarded 
"  to  restrain  the  defendants  from  discharging  water  from  their 
"  mines  and  colliery  into  the  stream,  so  as  to  cause  an  injury  to 
"  the  plaintiffs'  mill,  engine,  boilers,  and  works,  or  other  their 
"  premises  in  the  pleadings  mentioned,  or  so  as  to  cause  the  stream 
"  to  flow  to  the  plaintiffs'  mill  and  premises,  in  a  state  less  pure 
"  than  that  in  which  it  flowed  thither  previously  to  the  commence- 
"  ment  of  the  defendants'  pumping.  If  the  defendants  desire  it, 
• '  and  will   undertake  to  indemnify  the  plaintiffs  to  such  an 

1  Law  Rep.,  10  Ex.  59 ;  44  L.  J.  Ex.    *  Law  Rep.,  8  Ch.  125  ;  42  L.  J.  Ch. 
52  ;  88  L.  T.  125.  107  ;  27  L.  T.  521. 
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"extent,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  Court  may  direct,  the 
"  injunction  may.  be  suspended  for  three  months.  There  must 
"  be  a  reference  as  to  damages  sustained  by  the  plaintiffs,  and, 
41  in  my  opinion,  the  measure  of  these  damages  will  be  the 
"  expenses  to  which  the  plaintiffs  have  been  put  by  the  pollution 
"  of  the  stream.  The  defendants  must  pay  the  costs  of  the  action." 

In  the  case  of  A.-G.  v.  Birmingham,1  an  injunction  was  granted  a.-Q.v. 
to  restrain  the  defendants  from  carrying  out  their  drainage  trmin9  m» 
operations,  so  as  to  drive  away  fish  and  prevent  cattle  from 
drinking  the  water  of  a  river  seven  miles  below  the  town,  where 
it  belonged  to  the  plaintiff.  Wood,  V.-C,  was  of  opinion  that 
the  defendants  were  not  justified  in  causing  a  nuisance  by  their 
local  Act  of  Parliament,  which  incorporated  the  Towns  Improve- 
ment Act,  1847,3  and  that  public  works  must  be  so  executed  as 
not  to  interfere  with  private  rights  of  individuals.  It  was  urged, 
on  behalf  of  the  defendants,  that  if  the  drains  were  stopped  the 
whole  sewage  of  the  town  would  overflow  and  cause  a  pestilence, 
by  which  250,000  people  would  suffer,  and  that,  moreover,  the 
sewage  would  empty  itself  into  the  river  as  before.  The  Vice- 
Chancellor  says,  "  It  has  been  urged  upon  me,  more  than  once, 
1  during  the  argument  by  the  counsel  for  the  defendants,  that 

*  there  are  250,000  inhabitants  in  the  town  of  Birmingham,  and 
'  that  this  circumstance  must  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
'  determining  the  question  of  the  plaintiff's  right  to  an  injunction. 

"I  say  the  plaintiff's  right,  rather  than  the  right  of  those 
'  other  members  of  the  community  on  whose  behalf  the  informa- 
'  tion  is  exhibited,  because,  as  regards  the  latter,  there  may  be 

*  circumstances  to  be  taken  into  consideration  which  do  not 

*  affect  the  question,  so  far  as  it  regards  the  plaintiff.  There 
'  are  cases  at  law  in  which  it  has  been  held  that  where  the 
'  question  arises  between  two  portions  of  the  community,  the 
1  convenience  of  one  may  be  counterbalanced  by  the  incon- 
'  venience  to  the  other,  where  the  latter  are  far  more  numerous. 
'  But  in  the  case  of  an  individual  claiming  certain  private  rights 
'  and  seeking  to  have  those  rights  protected  against  an  infraction 

*  of  the  law,  the  question  is  simply,  whether  he  has  those  rights, 
'  and,  if  so,  whether  the  Court,  looking  to  the  precedents  by 
'  which  it  must  be  governed  in  the  exercise  of  its  judicial 
'  discretion,  can  interfere  to  protect  them. 

1  4  K.  &  J.  528  ;   see  also  A.-G.  v.  *  10  &  11  Vict.  c.  34. 

Birmingham,  19  W.  R.  561. 


170  OP   NATURAL   RIGHTS   OF   WATER. 

"  Now,  with  regard  to  the  question  of  the  plaintiff's  right  to 
"  an  injunction,  it  appears  to  me  that  so  far  as  this  Court  is 
"  concerned,  it  is  a  matter  of  almost  absolute  indifference 
"  whether  the  decision  will  affect  a  population  of  250,000,  or 
"  a  single  individual  carrying  on  a  manufactory  for  his  own 
"  benefit.  The  rights  of  the  plaintiff  must  be  measured  precisely 
"  as  they  are  left  by  the  legislature.  Now  the  plaintiff's  rights 
"  are  these : — He  has  a  clear  right  to  enjoy  the  river,  which, 
"  before  the  defendants'  operations,  flowed  unpolluted — or,  at  all 
"  events,  so  far  unpolluted  that  fish  could  live  in  the  stream,  and 
"  cattle  would  drink  of  it — through  his  grounds  for  three  miles  and 
"  upwards,  in  exactly  the  same  condition  in  which  it  flowed 
"  formerly,  so  that  the  cattle  may  drink  of  it  without  injury,  and 
"  fish,  which  were  accustomed  to  frequent  it,  may  not  be  driven 
"  elsewhere.  He  is  entitled  to  the  full  use  and  benefit  of  the 
"  water  of  the  river  just  as  he  enjoyed  them  before  the  passing 
"  of  the  Municipal  Act,  unless  there  be  in  that  Act  something 
"  which  says  he  is  not  to  enjoy  them  any  longer.  That  is  the 
"  only  question  I  have  to  try;  and  when  I  have  tried  that 
"  question,  I  arrive  at  the  measure  of  the  rights  of  the  parties. 
"As  regards  the  discretion  the  Court  should  exercise  where  such 
"  rights  exist,  if  the  plaintiff  finds  the  river  so  polluted  as  to  be 

a  continuous  injury  to  him, — if,  in  order  to  assert  his  right,  he 

would  be  obliged  to  bring  a  series  of  actions — one  every  day  of 
"  his  life — in  respect  of  every  additional  injury  to  his  cattle,  or 
"  every  additional  annoyance  to  himself  (not  to  mention  the 
c '  permanent  injury  which  he  would  sustain  in  having  the  water — 
"  which,  as  it  passes  along  the  course  of  his  land,  is  his  property 
"  — so  damaged  that  he  cannot  use  it), — then  the  Court  will 
"  properly  exercise  its  discretion  by  granting  him  an  injunction 
"  to  relieve  him  from  the  necessity  of  bringing  a  series  of 
"  actions,  in  order  to  obtain  the  damages  to  which  such  con- 
"  tinual  and  daily  annoyance  entitles  him. 

"  In  one  respect  it  is  true,  arguments  as  to  the  discretion 
"  which  the  Court  should  exercise  in  a  case  like  the  present  may 
"  very  properly  be  addressed  to  it — viz.,  that  before  granting 
"  an  injunction  and  compelling  the  sudden  stoppage  of  works 
"  like  these,  inasmuch  as  such  an  injunction  might  produce  a 
"  considerable  injury,  the  Court,  by  way  of  indulgence,  would 
"  afford  the  defendants  every  conceivable  facility  to  enable  them 
"  to  remedy  the  evil  complained  of.     But  when  I  am  told  that 
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"  they  have  already  done  their  utmost  and  spent  all  their  money 
"  in  endeavouring  to  remedy  that  evil,  and  that  now,  in  order 
"  to  discharge  the  duties  imposed  upon  them,  they  have  no 
"  alternative  but  to  override  the  rights  of  private  individuals, 
"  the  answer  is  this — If  they  have  not  funds  enough  to  make 
"  further  experiments,  they  must  apply  to  Parliament  for  power 
"  to  raise  more  money.  If  after  all  possible  experiments  they 
"  cannot  drain  Birmingham  without  invading  the  plaintiff's 
"private  rights,  they  must  apply  to  Parliament  for  power  to 
"  invade  his  rights ;  and  if  the  case  bq  one  of  such  magnitude  as 
"  it  is  represented  to  be,  Parliament,  no  doubt,  will  take  measures 
"  accordingly ;  and  the  plaintiff  will  protect  himself  as  best  he 
"  may." 

In  cases,  however,  where  important  public  interests  are 
involved,  such  as  the  improvement  of  the  drainage  of  a  town, 
the  Court  will  protect  the  private  rights  of  the  individual  if 
affected  in  any  material  degree,  but  will  at  the  same  time  have 
regard  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  alleged  injury  or  nuisance 
and  to  the  balance  of  inconvenience.1 

The  Courts  will  also  interfere  by  injunction  to  prevent  bodies  injunctions 
possessing  parliamentary  powers  from  exceeding  or  abusing  those  ^jjrevent. 
powers  to  the  prejudice  of  riparian  owners,  it  being  a  principle  scaring  par- 
of  law  that  persons  interfering  with  the  property  of  others  by  an  j^era^rom 
Act  of  Parliament  are  strictly  tied  down  to  the  limits  of  the  abusing 
powers  granted  by  the  Act,2 — the  question  in  such  cases  being, 
whether  the  nuisance  complained  of  is  or  is  not  the  necessary 
result  of  the  works  authorized  by  the  Act.3     Thus  in  Clowes  v. 
Staffordshire  Potteries  Water  Co.,4  where  defendants  had  power 
to  take  the  water  of  certain  springs  which  supplied  a  river  on 
which  certain  mills  were  situate,  and  to  make  a  compensation 
reservoir  for  storing  water  during  floods  for  the  benefit  of  the 
mill-owners,  and  they  erected  a  reservoir  which  had  the  effect  of 


1  Lilly  white  v.  Trimmer,  36  L.  J.,  Ch. 
525  ;  16  L.  T.  318 ;  16  W.  R  763 ;  see  also 
JSlmhirst  v.  Spencer,  2  Macn.  &  G.  45  ; 
JSdleston  v.  Crowley,  18  L.  T.  15 ;  see  also 
as  to  this  point  A.~G.  v.  Guardians  of 
Dai-king  Union,  20  Ch.  D.  595,  per  Jessel, 
M.  R.,  at  p.  607  ;  A.-G.  v.  Acton  Local 
Board,  cited  at  p.  175,  post. 

*  OUaker  v.  Hunt,  19  Beav.  425; 
Glossop  v.  HeUton  Local  Board,  12 
Ch.  D.  102 ;  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works  v.  L.  4'  X.  W.  Ely.  Co.,  17  Ch.  D. 
246 ;  A.-G.  v.  Guardians  of  Dorking,  20 


Ch.  D.  595 ;  A.-G.y.  Acton  Local  Board, 
22  Ch..  D.  221  ;  52  L.  J.,  Ch.  108 ;  47 
L.  T.  510  ;  and  for  cases  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  see  post,  pp.  178  et  seq. 

8  A.-G.  v.  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works,  11  W.  R.  820 ;  see  also  Black- 
burn, J.,  in  Mersey  Docks  v.  Gibb,  L.  R., 
1  H.  L.  93  ;  A.-G.  v.  Colney  Hatch, 
L.  R.,  4  Ch.  146 ;  Rex  v.  Pease,  4  B.  & 
A.  30  ;  38  R.  R.  207. 

*  L.  R.,  8  Ch.  125  ;  42  L.  J.  Ch.  107  ; 
27  L.  T.  521. 
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making  the  water  of  the  river  more  muddy  than  it  was  before, 
and  unfit  for  dyeing  purposes ;  it  was  held  that  the  Act  gave  the 
defendants  no  power  to  foul  the  water,  and  an  injunction  was 
granted;  and  further,  that  the  compensation  clauses  of  the 
Watencorks  Act  of  1847  did  not  apply  to  the  plaintiff's  case, 
inasmuch  as  the  injury  was  such  as  the  water  company  were  not 
authorized  to  commit.  "  I  am  of  opinion,"  says  James,  L.  J., 
"  that  this  is  a  case  pre-eminently  for  an  application  to  this 
"  Court  for  an  injunction  upon  two  grounds.  To  one  of  these 
"  Mellish,  L.  J.,  has  referred — the  absolute  necessity  of  pre- 
"  venting  a  series  of  .actions  which  would  be  the  sole  result  if 
"  we  remitted  the  party  to  what  used  to  be  called  the  other  side 
"  of  Westminster  Hall.  Beyond  that,  it  has  always  been  the 
"  practice  of  this  Court,  and  one  of  the  main  duties  of  this  Court, 
"  to  take  care  that  the  public  bodies  who  obtained  authorities 
"  under  Acts  of  Parliament  do  not  abuse  their  powers."1 

So  it  was  held  in  A.-G.  v.  Hackney  Local  Board,  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Metropolitan  Management  Act,  25  <k  26  Vict. 
c.  102,  8.  6,  requiring  a  month's  notice  to  be  served  before 
commencing  proceedings  against  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works,  did  not  affect  the  right  of  a  riparian  proprietor,  whose 
stream  is  being  polluted  by  the  drainage  works  of  a  district 
board  incorporated  under  the  Act,  to  a  summary  relief  by 
injunction,  as  the  nuisance  was  not  an  exercise  of  their 
parliamentary  powers.3  Similarly  it  has  been  held  that  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  are  not  authorized  by  sect.  185 
of  18  cC  19  Vict.  c.  120,  to  turn  into  a  navigable  river  the  whole 
sewage  of  a  district,  not  previously  drained  into  it,  so  as  to 
create  a  nuisance.3  So  a  district  board  under  the  Metropolitan 
Management  Act,  18  d-  19  Vict,,  are  not  empowered  by  their 
Act  to  pollute  water  beyond  the  district  over  which  the  board 
have  authority.4  So  in  A.-G.  v.  Cockermouth,  Jessel,  M.  B., 
granted  an  injunction  to  restrain  a  local  board  under  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1861  (24  d-  25  Vict.  c.  61),  from  discharging 
sewage  by  an  outfall  out  of  their  district  into  a  river  so  as  to 
affect  or  deteriorate  the  water  at  the  point  of  discharge,  though 
such  pollution  was  imperceptible  at  a  town  six  miles  lower  down 
the  river.3     "Now,  if  I  understand  the  law  upon  the  subject," 

1  L.  R.  8  Oh.  US.  mingham,  4  K.  &  J.  628 ;  see  A.-G.  v. 

2  L.  It.,  20  Eq.  626.  Kingston,  13  W.  R.  888. 

3  A.-G.  v.    Metropolitan    Board    of  4  Cater  v.  Lewi  sham,  5  B.  &  S.  115. 
Work*,  11  W.  R.  820 ;  A.-G.  v.  Cohwy  *  L.  R.,  18  Eq.  172. 

Hitch,  L.  R.,  4  Ch.  146  ;  A.-G.  v.  B\r- 
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says  the  learned  judge,  at  p.  178  of  the  report,  "  it  is  not  neces- 
"  sary  for  the  Attorney-General  to  show  any  injury  at  all.  The 
"  legislature  is  of  opinion  that  certain  acts  will  produce  injury,  and 
"  that  is  enough."  Moreover,  when  statutory  powers  are  con- 
ferred under  circumstances  in  which  they  may  be  exercised  with  a 
result  not  causing  any  nuisance,  and  new  and  unforeseen  circum- 
stances arise  which  render  the  exercise  of  them  impossible 
without  causing  a  nuisance,  the  persons  so  causing  such 
nuisance  are  liable.  Thus,  where  lessees  of  a  canal  company 
were  empowered  to  take  water  from  certain  brooks  for  their 
canal,  and  the  brooks  became  polluted  and  so  caused  the  canal 
to  become  a  public  nuisance,  they  were  held  liable  to  an 
indictment,  as  their  Act  of  Parliament  did  not  enjoin  but  only 
empowered  them  to  take  the  water  in  its  pure  state,  and  the 
legislature  did  not  contemplate  their  taking  it  in  a  polluted 
state.1  The  Court  of  Chancery  in  the  same  case  granted  an 
injunction  restraining  the  nuisance,  holding  that  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  was  correct,  and  that  the  fact  that 
an  appeal  was  pending  was  no  bar  to  an  injunction ;  and  further, 
that  it  was  no  defence  for  the  company  to  say  that  they  did  not 
pollute  the  water,  they  having  the  power  to  draw  it  in  or  not  as 
they  pleased.3 

A  local  board  who  do  not  act  themselves  so  as  to  cause  a 
nuisance  but  neglect  to  perform  their  duty  of  providing  a  satis- 
factory system  of  drainage,  are  not  liable  to  an  action  or 
injunction  at  the  suit  of  an  individual;  but  the  remedy  is  by 
prerogative  writ  of  mandamus.3 

In  the  case  of  A.-G.  v.  Leeds  Corporation  an  injunction  was  Acquiescence 
granted  at  suit  of  two  landowners  to  restrain  pollution  by  a 
sewer,  although  the  sewer  had  existed  sixteen  years  before  bill 
filed.  Lord  Hatherley,  L.  C,  remarks  in  his  judgment,  "  The 
"only  point  that  really  seemed  to  me  to  create  any  question  in 
"  the  cause  was  this,  that  all  was  done  sixteen  years  ago ;  that  a 
"  great  deal  of  money  was  laid  out  in  the  construction  of  these 
"works,  and  that  the  landowners  and  other  persons  injured 
"  might  be  affected  by  standing  by  and  seeing  an  expenditure  of 

1  Beg.  v.  Bradford,  6  B.  k  S.  631  ;  see  also  Manchester  and  Sheffield  Bail- 
Bex  v.  Pea*e  distinguished,  as  in  that  way  v.  Worktop,  23  Beav.  198. 
case  the  nuisance  was  the  very  thing  *  Glotsop  v.  HtUtun  Local  Board,  12 
contemplated  by  the   legislature,  and,  Ch.   D.   102  ;    A.-G.  v.    Guardians  of 
therefore,  the  legislature  had  sanctioned  Dorking.  20  Ch.  D.  595. 
it ;  4  B.  &  A.  30  :  38  R.  R.  207.  *  L.  R.,  5  Ch.  683. 

*  A.-G.  v.  Bradford,  L.  R.,  2  Eq.  71 ; 
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"  money  which  they  might  know  could  only  tend  to  one  result, 
''and  was  only  intended  for  one  purpose,  which  purpose  must 
"  necessarily  produce  the  result  in  question,  and  yet  making  no 
"  complaint.    I  think  the  true  answer  is  that  which  had  occurred 
'to  us  before  we  called  on  Sir  Roundell  Palmer,  viz. : — that 
"  when  any  person  finds  that  the  legislature  has  authorized  a 
'*  work  to  be  done  (and  of  course,  the  force  of  this  is  increased  by 
"  the  view  we  have  taken  that  the  true  construction  of  the  Act  is 
"  that  it  is  to  be  done  without  creating  a  nuisance)  he  is  not  to 
"  assume  it  will  create  a  nuisance.    On  the  contrary,  the  presump- 
"  tion  would  be  that  the  board  would  not  do  anything  unlawful." 1 
The  Courts,  moreover,  will  not  interfere  by  injunction  in  the 
case  of  merely  prospective  injury  ;  the  nuisance  must  be  actual 
and  existing,  and  not  future,  however  strongly  the  apprehension 
of  injury  may  be  supported  by  scientific  evidence.     In   The 
Attorney -Qeneral  v.   Kingston*  the  corporation  of  that  town, 
under  the  Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act,  proposed  to   make 
a  single  drain  to  convey  into  the  Thames  the  sewage  of  the  town, 
which  had  formerly  been  drained  by  cesspools,  and  also  by  direct 
communication   with  the  river.     The  evidence  showed  that  at 
least  twice  as  much  sewage  would  be  thus  discharged  into  the 
river,  as  under  the  old  system ;  and  two  scientific  witnesses3  were 
of  opinion  that  the  proposed  works  would,  in  the  course  of  time, 
by  the  formation  of  deposits  of  sewage  matter,  have  a  very 
noxious  effect,   and   render   the  water  unfit  for    drinking    or 
domestic  purposes.     The  Vice-Chancellor  held  that  the  defend- 
ants were  not  authorized  by  the  statute  to  create  a  nuisance,  but 
that,  looking  at  the  Act,  the  mere  fact  of  draining  into  a  navig- 
able river  was  not  to  be  considered  as  a  nuisance,  since  it  was 
authorized   to  be  done,    provided    no    nuisance    was    thereby 
occasioned  ;  that  had  any  case  of  injury  to  cattle  from  drinking 
the  water,   or  to  the  inhabitants  on   the  banks,  been  at  all 
established,  or  established  approximately,  as  likely  to  occur,  then 
he  should  conceive  it  was  a  case  for  interference  by  injunction  ;4 
but  that  nothing  like  such  a  case  was  shown  by  the  evidence,  and 
that  the  information  should  be  dismissed. 
If,  however,  some  degree  of  present  nuisance  exists,  the  Court 


i  See  also  A.-O.  v.  Halifax,  39  L.  J., 
Ch.  129;  17  W.  R.  1088. 

*  13  W.  R.  888. 

5  As  to  value  of  scientific  evidence  in 
cases  of  nuisance,  see  A.-O.  v.  Col  Key 
Hatch,  L.  R.,  4  Ch.  156 ;  Ooldsmid  v. 


Tvnbridge  Wells,  L.  R.,  1  Ch.  349. 

4  See  A.-O.  v.  Hackney,  L.  R.,  20  Eq. 
631 :  Elliot  v.  North  Ettgtcrn  Rail.  (\>., 
10  H.  L.  333  ;  1  J.  &  H.  156  ;  2  D., 
F.  &  J.  423  ;  Elwell  v.  Crotcther,  31 
Beav.  169. 
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will  take  into  account  its  probable  continuance  and  increase.1 
Thus,  where  the  sewage  of  a  town  had  for  many  years  drained 
into  a  stream  passing  through  plaintiff's  land,  without  percep- 
tibly polluting  it,  but,  for  some  years  before  filing  the  bill,  in 
consequence  of  the  increase  of  the  town,  the  stream  became  per- 
ceptibly polluted,  and  continued  to  increase  in  impurity,  the 
Court  of  Chancery  granted  an  injunction  restraining  the  draining 
of  the  sewage  into  the  stream.3  In  the  case  of  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works  v.  London  and  North-Western  Rail.  Co.,3  where  an  injunc- 
tion was  granted  to  restrain  the  defendants  from  draining  certain 
new  cottages  into  a  brook  which  had  been  converted  into  a  sewer, 
James,  L.  J.,  says:  "  If  a  man  has  an  artificial  drain  or  sewer 
"  by  which  he  drains  anything,  either  water  or  sewage,  into  his 
"  neighbour's  land,  he  cannot  use  the  drain  so  as  to  drain  another 
"  close  or  another  house.  It  seems  to  me  impossible  to  suppose 
"  that  there  is  anything  in  the  English  law  to  say  that  a  man  has 
"  the  right  to  pour  in  as  much  sewage  as  can  come  from  anywhere, 
"  limited  only  by  the  size  of  the  particular  drain."  This  principle 
applies  to  a  local  board  just  as  it  does  to  an  ordinary  landowner.4 

Although,  as  has  been  said,  it  is  not  necessary  for  a  riparian  what  is 
owner  to  prove  actual  damage  to  enable  him  to  sue  for  the  inter-  P°llution- 
ference  with  his  right  to  pure  water,  yet  it  would  appear  that  he 
must  prove  actual  pollution  of  some  character  or  another,  and 
that  the  discharge  of  waste  matter  of  an  innocuous  character  is  not 
actionable  at  common  law.5  "It  is  not,"  says  Mr.  Angell,6  u  under 
"  all  circumstances,  an  unreasonable  or  unlawful  use  of  a  stream, 
"  to  throw  or  discharge  into  it  waste  or  impure  matter :  whether 
"  such  an  act  would  be  reasonable  or  not,  in  any  given  case,  would 
"  be  a  question  for  the  jury  upon  its  circumstances.  The  same 
"circumstances  would  be  open  for  consideration,  and  the  same 
"  rules  would  govern  in  this  case,  as  in  respect  to  the  abstraction, 
"  detention,  diversion,  or  obstruction  of  water  in  a  stream.  The 
"  size  and  character  of  the  stream,  the  uses  to  which  it  can  be 
"oris  applied,  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  use  claimed  and 
*'  exercised  by  one  party,  as  well  as  the  inconvenience  or  injury 
"  to  the  other  party,  would  be  subjects  involved  in  the  inquiry."7 

1  Goldsmid  v.  Tunbridge  Wells,  L.R..,  4  A.-G.    v.   Acton  Loral  Board,  22 

1  Ch.  349.  Ch.  D.  221  ;  52  L.  J.,  Ch.  108  ;  47  L.  T. 

3  Ibid. ;  see  also  A.-G.  v.  Sheffield,  510;  31  W.  ft.  153. 

3  D.  M.  &  G.   304  ;    A.-G.   v.  Leed*  *  Remit  v.  G.  E.  Illy,  Co.,  27  Ch.  D 

Corporation,     L.     R.,     5     Ch.     683  ;  122 ;  54  L.  J.  Ch.  19 ;   51  L.  T.  862, 

A.-G.     v.     Halifax,    39    L.    J.,    Ch.  ante,  p.  134. 

129.  8  Angell  on  Watercourses,  p  240. 

1  17  Ch.  D.  246.  7  See  per  Lord  Cairns  in   Stvindon 
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Thus  it  has  been  held  at  nisi  prius  by  Coleridge,  J.,  that  the 
merely  making  water  temporarily  muddy  is  not  sufficient  to 
maintain  an  action.1  So  by  the  20th  section  of  the  Rivers  Pollution 
Act,*  it  is  provided  that  the  word  pollution  shall  not  include,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Act,  innocuous  discoloration.  "  Sand  and 
"silt"  are  not  "sewage  or  filthy  water"  under  sect.  17  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875.3  In  the  case  of  Linywood  v.  Stoir- 
market*  Wood,  Y.-C,  held  that  in  an  order  for  an  injunction  to 
restrain  the  pollution  of  a  stream,  it  is  proper  to  insert  the  words 
"  to  the  injury  of  the  plaintiff,"  in  order  to  establish  a  ground  for 
the  interference  of  the  Court,  and  to  prevent  its  authority  being 
invoked  for  trivial  purposes.  So  in  A.-G.  v.  Cockermouth,* 
J  easel,  M.  B.,  refused  to  grant  an  injunction  at  the  suit  of  a  local 
board  to  restrain  the  defendants  from  discharging  sewage  into  a 
stream  eight  miles  above  the  intake  of  the  plaintiff's  waterworks, 
as  the  evidence  showed  that  chemical  analysis  failed  to  detect 
any  pollution  in  the  water  at  the  intake  of  the  waterworks, 
though  it  was  perceptibly  polluted  at  the  point  of  discharge.6 
An  injunction  was,  however,  granted  at  suit  of  the  Attorney- 
General  on  the  ground  that  the  defendants  had  infringed  the  4th 
section  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1861.  "  Now  as  I  understand 
"  the  law,"  says  the  learned  judge,  "  it  is  not  necessary  to  prove  any 
"  injury  at  all.  The  legislature  is  of  opinion  that  certain  acts  will 
* '  produce  injury,  and  that  is  enough.  The  legislature  is  of  opinion 
"  that  it  is  desirable  to  preserve  our  natural  streams,  at  least,  in 
"  their  present  state  of  purity,  and  it  therefore  was  said  that  you 
"  shall  not  affect  or  deteriorate  the  water  at  all ;  and  the  Court  must 
"  presume  that  the  deterioration  of  the  water  is  an  injury  which 
"  is  prohibited  by  the  legislature  for  good  and  sufficient  cause." 

Various  sources  of  pollution  have  been  held  by  our  Courts  to 
be  actionable.  Thus  it  has  been  held  actionable  to  set  up  a  lime 
pit  for  calf  and  sheep  skins  so  near  water  as  to  pollute  it  ;7  so 
erecting  a  cesspool  so  near  a  well  as  to  contaminate  it  ;8  so  the 

Water  Co.  v.  Wilt*  and  Berk*  Canal,  L.  J.,  Ch.  525  ;  16  L.  T.  318  ;  Ridge  r. 

L  R.,  7  H.  L.  697.  Midland  Ely.  Ok,  53  J.  P.  55  ;  Elmhirat 

1  Taylor  v.  JJennet,  7  C.  &  P.  329.  v.  Spencer,  2  Macn.  &  G.  45  ;  Edletton  v. 

»  39  &  40  Vict.  c.  75,/wrf,  p.  182.  Cnmley,  18  L.  T.  15. 

»  Durrani  v.  Branksowe  Urban  Cottn-  7  Year  Book,  Hen.  IT.  b.  6  ;  see  Moore 

oil,  (1897)  2  Ch.  291  ;  76  L.  T.  739.  t.  Webb,  1  C.  B.,  N.  S.  673. 

4  L.  R.,  1  Eq.  77;  see  Daivwn  v.  Parer,  8  Xorton  v.  Scheie  field,  9  M.   &  W. 

5  Ha.  422.  665 ;    Womersly  v.   Church,  17  L.   T\, 

*  L.  R.,  18  Eq.  172.  N.  S.  190. 

8  8ee  also  Lilly  white  v.  Trimmer,  36 
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letting  off  of  water  made  noxious  by  precipitation  of  minerals  ;l 
or  dye  wares,  or  liquors,  or  madder,  or  indigo,  or  potash,2  or 
sulphuric8  or  muriatic4  acid;  or  discharging  heated  water  into  a 
stream  injuriously,5  or  sewage,6  or  rendering  water  unfit  for 
domestic  or  culinary  purposes  ;7  or  rendering  it  unfit  for  cattle  to 
drink  of,8  or  fish  to  live  in,9  or  for  manufacturing  purposes.10 

Where  the  pollution  of  a  stream  amounts  to  a  public  nuisance,  Public  nuis- 
the  party  causing  it  may  be  prosecuted    by  indictment,   or  ance# 
proceeded  against  by  information  at  the  suit  of  the  Attorney- 
General.11    An  action  will  also  lie  for  a  public  nuisance  on  proof 
of  special  damage.13 

The  statutory  provisions  restricting  the  pollution  of  water  are  statutory 
numerous,  but  with  the  exception  of  the  Hirers  Pollution  Pre-  JJftf1008011 
rention  Act  of  1876,1S  they  are  either  local,  or  deal  with  the 
pollution  of  water  used  for  special  purposes. 

Thus  sect.  1  of  the  Watencorks  Clauses  Act,  1847,u  subjects  to 
a  penalty  not  exceeding  51.  every  person  throwing  rubbish,  &c. 
into  any  stream,  reservoir  or  other  works,  or  bathing  in  any 
stream,  or  causing  the  water  of  any  sink,  sewer,  or  drain,  steam 
engine,  boiler,  or  other  filthy  water  to  flow  into  any  stream  or 
reservoir  belonging  to  any  undertakers  under  the  Act.  Such 
person  to  forfeit  in  addition  20*.  per  diem  for  every  day  that 
such  offence  shall  be  committed. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  and  other  Acts15  empowering  local 
authorities  (the  place  of  which  enactments  has  been  taken  by 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  88  &  89  Vict.  c.  55,  and  the  Public 

1  Hodghinson  y.    Ennor,  4   B.  fc   S.  778  ;  A.-G.  v.  Birmingham,  4  K,  i  J, 

229 ;  32  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  231  ;  8  L.  T.  451  ;  528  ;  A.-G.  v.  Luton,  2  Jur.,  N.  S.  181  ; 

Wright  v.  Williams,  1  M.  &  W.  77.  Oldaher  v.  Hunt,  6  D.,  M.  &  G.  370  ; 

5  Wood  v.  Sutcliffe,  16  Jur.,  N.  S.  75.  AldredVs  case,  9  Rep.  59  a. 

J  Pennington  v.  Brinsop,  5  Ch.  D.  769.  l0  Clowes  v.  Staffordshire,  L.  R.,  8  Ch. 

4  Stockport  v.  Potter,  7  H.  &  X.  160.  142  ;  42  L.  J.,  Ch.  107  ;  27  L.  T.  521  : 

4  Mason  y.  ffiU,  6   B.  &  A.   1  ;    3  Crossley  v.  Lightowler,  L.  R.,  2  Ch.  478  ; 

B.  &  A.  304 ;   39  R.  R.  354 ;  Wood  v.  Ling  wood  v.  Stowmarhet,  L.  R.,  1  Eq. 

Wand,  3  Ex.  748 ;  Tipping  v.  Echersley,  77  ;  Tipping  v.  Echersley,  2  K.  &  J.  264  ; 

2  K.  &  J.  264.  Wood  v.  Sutcliffe,  2  Sim.,  N.  8.  163  ; 

•  A.-G.  v.  Cochermouth,  L.  R.,  18  Eq.  Young  v.  Banhier  Distillery  Co.,  (1893) 
172;  A.-G.  v.  Leeds,  L.  R.,  5  Ch.  533  ;  A.  C.  691;  69  L.  T.  830;  Tatton  v. 
A.-G.  t.  Colney  Hatch,  L.  R.,  4  Ch.  146 ;  Staffordshire  Potteries  Co.,  44  J.  P.  106. 
A.-G.  v.  Birmingham,  4  K.  &  J.  528  ;  "  See  post,  Chap".  X. 

A.-G.  v.  Kingston,  13  W.  R.  888.  1S  Benjamin*.  Stow,  L.  R.,  9  C.  P.  430; 

<    Goldsmid  v.  Tunbridge  Wells,  L.  R.,  and  see  post.  Chap.  X. 
1  Ch.  349.  13  39  &  40  Vict.  c.  75. 

8  A.-G.y.Birmingham,4K.ic  J. 528;  "  10  &  11  Vict.  c.  \1.   Sect.  2  of  this 

Manchester Bailway  v.  Worktop,  23  Beav.  Act  defines  streams  to  include  "  springs, 

198  ;  A.-G.  v.  Luton,  2  Jur.,  N.  S.  181  ;  "brooks,    rivers,    and   other    running 

Oldaher  v.  Hunt,  6  DM  M.  &  G.  376.  "  waters." 

•  Bidder  v.   Croydon,  6  L.  T.,  N.  S.  »  See  post,  Chap.  V.,  pp.  325  et  seq. 
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Health  Amendment  Act,   1890,   58   <£  54    Vict.  c.  59)  do   not 

authorize  local  authorities  to  send  sewage  into  a  river  to  the 

prejudice  of  parties  having  established  interests  in  the  water.1 

Public  Health       By  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,2  sect.  832,  it  is  provided,  that 

Acts.  u  jibing  in  this  Act  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  any  local 

"  authority  to  injuriously  affect  any  reservoir,  canal,  river,  or 
"  stream,  or  the  feeders  thereof,  or  the  supply,  quality,  or  fall  of 
"  water  contained  in  any  reservoir,  canal,  river,  or  stream,  or  in 
"the  feeders  thereof,  in  cases  where  any  body  of  persons  or 
"  person  would,  if  this  Act  had  not  passed,  have  been  entitled  by 
"  law  to  prevent  or  to  be  relieved  against  the  injuriously  affecting 
"  such  reservoir,  canal,  river,  stream,  feeders,  or  such  supply, 
"  quality,  or  fall  of  water,  unless  the  local  authority  first  obtain 
"  the  consent  in  writing  of  the  body  of  persons  or  person  so 
"  entitled  as  aforesaid."  This  provision  comes  in  place  of  sect. 
70  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1858,  and  sect.  45  of  the 
Nuisances  Removal  Act,  1855,  both  repealed  (the  latter  except  as 
to  the  metropolis)  by  the  Act  of  1875.s  By  sect.  64  of  the  Act 
Public  wells,    of  1875  it  is  enacted  that,  "All  existing  public  cisterns,  pumps, 

"  wells,  reservoirs,  conduits,  aqueducts,  and  works  used  for  the 
"  gratuitous  supply  of  water  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of 
"  any  local  authority  shall  vest  in  and  be  under  the  control  of 
"  such  authority,  and  such  authority  may  cause  the  same  to  be 
"  maintained  and  plentifully  supplied  with  pure  and  wholesome 
"  water,  or  may  substitute,  maintain,  and  plentifully  supply 
"  with  pure  and  wholesome  water  other  such  works  equally 
"convenient;  they  may  also  (subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
"  Act)  construct  any  other  such  works  for  supplying  water  for 
"  the  gratuitous  use  of  any  inhabitants  who  choose  to  carry  the 
"  same  away,  not  for  sale,  but  for  their  own  private  use."4    By 

1  See  Oldaker  v.  Hunt,  6  De  (Jr.,  M.  196;    Dm  mint    v.    Branksome    Urban 

&  G.  376  ;  Bidder  v.  Croydon,  6  L.  T.,  Council,  (1897)  2  Ch.  291. 

N.  S.  778  ;   A.-G.  v.  Luton  Board  of  *  38  &  39  Vict.  c.  55. 

Health,  2  Jur.,  N.  S.  180  ;  Manchester  >  Michael  and  Will's  Law  of  Gas  and 

Railway  v.    Worksop,  23   Beav.   198  ;  Water,  p.  212. 

Spokes  v.  Banbury,  L.  R.,  1  Eq.  42;  *  Under  a  similar  section  in  the  Public 

A.-Q.  v.  Birmingham,  4  K.  &  J.  428  ;  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1867,  8.89,  sub-s. 

Cater  v.  Lewisham,  5  B.&  S.  115  ;  R.  v.  4,  "  A  weU  situated  on  private  ground, 

Darlington,  5  B.  &  S.  515  ;    Goldsmid  "  the  water  of  which  has  been  used  for 

v.  Tunbridge  Wells,  35  L.  J.,  Ch.  88  ;  "  domestic  purposes  gratuitously  by  the 

L.  R.,  1  Ch.  349  ;  A.-O.  v.  Leeds,  L.  R.,  u  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  for  the  pre- 

5  Ch.  583  ;  A.-G.  v.  Cockermouth,  L.  R.,  "  scriptive  period,  is  a  public  weU  within 

18  Eq.  172  ;  A.-G.  v.  Richmond,  L.  R.,  "the  meaning  of  the  section  ;  and  the 

2  Eq.  306  ;  A.-G.  v.  Colmey  Hatch,  L.  "local  authority  can  enter  on  the  land 

R.,  4  Ch.  146.    See  also  A.-  G.  v.  Basing-  "  and  do  all  acts  to  the  well  for  continu- 

stoke,  45  L.  J.,  Ch.  D.  726  ;  St.  Helens  "  ing  and  maintaining  it,  which  the 

Clvemical  Works  v.  St.  Helens,  1  Ex.  D.  "  inhabitants  might  have  done  before. 
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sect.  69,  local  authorities,  with  sanction  of  the  Attorney-General, 
may  take  proceedings  by  indictment,  bill  in  chancery,  action  or 
otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  pollution.1 


"  And  this,  notwithstanding  that  there 
"  may  be  a  company  with  a  vested  right 
w  to  supply  the  inhabitants  with  water." 
Smith  v.  Archibald,  5  App.  Cas.  489, 
H.  L.  8c.  (1880).  See  also  St.  Clair 
v.  Magistrate*  of  Dymrt,  Moor,  14,  519. 

In  Hoimjirth  Local  Board  v.  Shvre,  59 
J.  P.  344,  a  trough  or  cistern  receiving  the 
overflow  from  a  spring  at  some  distance 
had  been  used  by  the  public  gratuitously 
for  watering  cattle  and  for  domestic 
purposes  for  a  period  of  over  fifty  years. 
The  defendant  erected  a  gate  to  prevent 
the  access  of  cattle  to  the  trough,  and 
let  a  pipe  into  the  bottom  of  the  trough 
leading  into  his  own  house,  where  it 
terminated  in  a  stopcock,  and  by  means 
of  this  pipe  and  stopcock  he  could  draw 
off  as  much  water  as  he  pleased. 

Held,  that,  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875  (38  fc39Vict.c.55),thetrough 
or  cistern  was  a  public  well  or  work  used 
for  the  gratuitous  supply  of  water  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district  of  the  local 
authority  in  which  it  was  situate,  and 
that  it  was  vested  in  and  was  under  the 
control  of  the  local  authority  by  force 
of  sect  64  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875,.  and  that  the  local  authority  might 
maintain  an  action  in  their  own  name 
in  the  county  court  against  the  defen- 
dant for  damages  for  the  interference 
caused  by  the  insertion  of  the  pipe  in 
the  bottom  of  the  trough. 

In  Ihtngarran  Guardian*  v.  Man*Jicld, 
(1897)  1  Ir.  R.  420,  under  a  similar  section 
in  the  Public  Health  (Ireland)  Act  (41 
&  42  Vict.  c.  52),  where  a  well  situate  on 
private  property  was  freely  used  without 
hindrance  or  interruption,  as  far  back 
as  living  memory  went,  principally  by 
the  inhabitants  of  some  neighbouring 
houses,  but  also  by  all  persons  who  had 
occasion  to  resort  to  the  well,  and  a  path 
existed  during  all  that  time  affording 
access  to  the  weU  from  a  public  road, 
it  was  held  that  a  right  in  the  public  to 
enter  and  take  water  from  the  well  could 
not  be  supported  by  prescription,  that 
it  was  too  wide  to  be  the  subject  of  a 
custom,  and  that  it  could  only  arise 
from  a  dedication  to  the  public  by  the 
owners  from  time  immemorial  of  the 
land  on  which  the  well  existed.  But 
held,  also,  that  Smith  v.  Archibald  (5 
App.  Cas.  489)  applied,  and  the  well  was 
held  to  be  a  public  well  within  the  Act ; 
and  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  the 
plaintiffs  to  establish  such  dedication, 
for  if  they  could  show  that  at  the  time 


of  the  passing  of  the  Act  the  well  was  a 
public  well  used  for  the  gratuitous  sup- 
ply of  water  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district,  it  became  by  the  74th  section  of 
the  Public  Health  (Ireland)  Act,  1878 
(41  &  42  Vict.  c.  52),  vested  in  the 
plaintiffs.  That  to  show  that  the  well 
was  then  a  public  well  the  plaintiffs 
need  not  prove  that  the  soil  and  free- 
hold of  the  well  itself  was  public 
property,  for  if  the  public  had  a  servi- 
tude attached  to  the  soil  and  freehold, 
by  virtue  of  which  they  enjoyed  the 
right  of  full  access  to  the  well  to  obtain 
its  water  for  their  use,  it  would  be  a 
public  weU  within  the  meaningof  the  Act. 

A  local  authority  has  no  power  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  license 
a  stranger  to  take  water  from  a  public 
well  for  commercial  purposes  :  Moxtyn 
v.  Atherton,  (1899)  2  Ch.  360  ;  68  L.  J., 
Ch.  629  ;  81  L.  T.  356;  48  W.  R.  168. 

1  The  following  cases  deal  with  the 
duties  and  liabilities  of  local  authorities 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

A  sanitary  authority  in  whom  sewers 
are  vested  under  the  Act  of  1875  have 
only  a  limited  ownership  in  them  ;  they 
are  not  in  the  same  position  as  to  respon- 
sibility for  fouling  a  stream  as  a  private 
individual,  because  they  cannot  stop  the 
sewers  on  account  of  the  damage  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood.  And 
although,  perhaps,  the  sanitary  authority 
might  obtain  an  injunction  to  restrain 
persons  from  using  the  sewers  who  had 
no  right  to  do  so,  a  landowner  complain- 
ing of  the  nuisance  cannot  bring  an 
action  against  them  for  not  doing  so  ; 
because  an  action  cannot  be  maintained 
either  at  law  or  in  equity  to  compel  a 
person  to  bring  an  action  for  the  purpose 
of  restraining  a  nuisance  which  he  can- 
not himself  prevent. 

Where  a  sanitary  authority  have  not 
themselves  constructed  sewers  which  are 
a  nuisance,  but  only  permitted  them  to 
be  used  as  formerly  by  the  inhabitants, 
they  are  not  doing  an  act  which  can  be 
restrained  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
or  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act, 
1876.  But  if  they  are  neglecting  their 
duty  in  providing  a  sufficient  sanitary 
scheme  for  the  neighbourhood,  the 
remedy  of  the  aggrieved  landowner  is 
by  mandamus.  See  however  56  &  57 
Vict.  c.  31.  Attorney- General  v.  Guar- 
diatis  of  Poor  of  Dorking  Union,  20  Ch. 
D.  595. 

The  duty  of  a  local  authority  under 
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The  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  has  been  amended  by  53  A  54 
Vict.  c.  59  (Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890),  sect.  47  of 
which  prohibits  the  throwing  or  placing  or  suffering  to  be 
thrown  or  placed  into  any  river,  stream,  or  watercourse  within 
any  district  in  which  Part  III.  of  the  Act  is  adopted  of  "  any 
"cinders,  ashes,  bricks,  stones,  rubbish,  dust,  filth,  or  other 
"  matter  which  is  likely  to  cause  annoyance."  Every  person 
offending  against  this  enactment  is  liable  to  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  forty  shillings  for  every  fresh  offence. 

By  sect.  21  of  the  Gasworks  Clauses  Act,  1847,  10  Vict.  c.  15, 
and  by  sect.  68  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  any  person 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  gas  who  shall  cause  or  suffer  to 
be  brought,  or  to  flow  into  any  stream,  reservoir,  aqueduct, 
pond,  or  place  for  water,  or  into  any  drain  or  pipe  communicating 
therewith,  any  washing  or  other  substance  produced  in  making 
or  supplying  gas,  or  wilfully  does  any  act  connected  with  the 
making  or  supplying  of  gas,  whereby  the  water  of  such  stream, 
&c.  is  fouled,  shall  forfeit  for  each  offence  200/.,  and  a  further 
sum  of  20/.  per  diem  for  every  day  during  which  the  offence  is 
committed.1     The  same  penalty  for  wilfully  corrupting  water  by 


Beet.  15  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1 875,  to 
make  such  sewers  as  may  be  necessary 
for  draining  their  district  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Act  extends  to  the  making 
of  sewers  sufficient  not  merely  to  carry 
off  the  ordinary  sewage,  but  also  the 
effluents  from  the  manufactories  in  the 
district,  provided  they  are  not  injurious 
to  health.  This  obligation  may  be  en- 
forced by  mandamus,  the  remedy  by  an 
application  under  sect.  299  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  not  being  exclusive 
nor  a  sufficient  and  appropriate  remedy 
in  the  sense  of  constituting  a  bar  to  an 
application  for  a  mandamus  :  Peebles  v. 
OxwaldwhUtle  Urban  District  Gmncil, 
(1897)  1  Q.  B.  384. 

In  the  year  1885  a  local  authority 
connected  with  one  of  their  sewers  a 
drain  which  carried  the  effluent  from  the 
plaintiffs'  manufactory,  and  this  con- 
nection remained,  and  by  means  of  it 
the  effluent  continued  to  flow  into  the 
sewer,  until  in  1899  the  local  authority 
threatened  to  cut  off  the  connection : — 

Held,  that  under  sect.  21  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  the  plaintiffs  had  an 
absolute  right  to  discharge  their  effluent 
into  the  sewer,  and  that  if  that  right  had 
been  qualified  by  sect.  7  of  the  Rivers 
Pollution  Prevention  Act,  1876,  the 
facilities  given  by  the  local  authority  to 
the  plaintiffs  for  carrying  their  effluent 


into  the  sewer  ought  not  to  be  withdrawn, 
unless  either  of  the  provisoes  to  sect.  7 
applied,  namely,  unless  it  could  be  shown 
that  the  effluent  would  prejudicially 
affect  the  sewers  or  the  disposal  of  the 
sewage  matter  conveyed  along  them,  or 
would  be  injurious  in  a  sanitary  point 
of  view,  or  that  the  sewers  of  the  local 
authority  were  only  sufficient  for  the 
requirements  of  their  district. 

Held,  therefore,  that,  none  of  these 
things  having  been  shown,  the  local 
authority  must  be  restrained  from 
cutting  off  the  connection  between  the 
plaintiffs'  drain  and  the  sewer :  Ea*t- 
tcood  v.  Hanky  Urban  Council,  (1901) 
1  Ch.  645,  C.  A. 

1  A  private  Act  of  Parliament  enacted 
that  "  No  person  shall  without  the  con- 
"sent  of  the  commissioners  .  .  .  open 
"  any  new  drain  or  other  work  into  any 
"  of  the  drainage  works  of  the  com- 
"missioners  .  .  .  and  no  person  shall 
"  cause  any  filthy  or  unwholesome  water, 
"  or  washings  of  manufactories  or  mines, 
"or  other  foul  or  poisonous  liquid  to 
"  flow  into  any  watercourse  within  the 
"  jurisdiction  of  the  commissioners,"  and 
imposed  penalties  for  the  violation  of  the 
prohibitions.  The  section  contained  a 
proviso  that  "This  section  shall  not 
"apply  to  any  person  having  a  legal 
"  right  to  cause  such  water,  washing,  or 
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gas  washings  is  imposed  by  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act,  1855. ' 
By  sect.  25,  where  any  water  shall  be  fouled  by  gas  (other  than 
wilfully),  the  manufacturer  is  to  forfeit  201.  for  each  offence,  and 
10Z.  per  diem  during  continuance  of  offence. 

By  the  Thames  Conservancy  Act,  1894,2  ss.  90  —108,  any  person  Thames  Con- 
causing  any  ballast,  refuse,  or  offensive  matter3  or  sewage  ^ancy 
to  pass  into  the  Thames  or  any  tributary,  is  liable  to  similar 
penalties.  By  sect.  94,  the  conservators  are  to  give  notice 
requiring  the  person  passing  the  offensive  matter  into  the  stream 
to  discontinue  passing  such  matter ;  and,  upon  failing  to  comply 
with  such  notice,  the  person  will  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

Similar  provisions  exist  in  the  Lee  Conservancy  Act,  1868. 

So  also  by  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Act,  1861,4  s.  5,  any  person  Salmon  Fish, 
putting  into  any  water  containing  salmon,  or  into  any  tributary  erie8Acta* 
thereof,  any  liquid  or  solid  matter  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause 


*  *  liquid  as  aforesaid  to  flow  into  any 
4i  existing  river,  stream,  or  watercourse." 

Before  and  at  the  time  of  the  passing 
of  the  Act  the  sewage  of  Bridgwater 
flowed  into  the  Parrett,  a  tidal  river 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Somerset- 
shire Drainage  Commissioners.  The 
urban  authority  proposed  to  remodel 
their  system  of  drainage,  and  to  make 
a  new  outfall  into  the  river,  in  place  of 
those  previously  existing, 

Held  (affirming  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  below)  that,  assuming  the  tidal 
rirer  to  be  a  watercourse  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act,  the  case  fell  within 
the  above-mentioned  proviso,  and  that 
the  commissioners  had  no  power  to 
prevent  the  carrying  out  of  the  new 
drainage  works.  The  exemption  in  the 
proviso  is  not  to  be  restricted  to  the 
precise  amount  or  manner  of  pollution 
going  on  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of 
the  Act :  Somerset  Drainage  Commis- 
sioners v.  Bridgwater  Corporation,  81 
h.  T.  229,  H.  L.  (E.),  1900. 

Under  a  private  Act  of  Parliament, 
with  similar  clauses,  a  manufacturer 
was  held  liable  for  damage  for  escape  of 
gas  washings  into  a  well,  although  the 
site  of  his  tank  was  selected  by  a  com- 
petent engineer ;  and  although  the  escape 
was  caused  by  the  wrongful  act  of  a  third 
party  who  had  worked  mines  under  his, 
the  defendant's,  land,  and  so  caused  a 
subsidence,  which  cracked  the  bottom 
of  the  tank  :  Ifipkins  v.  Birmingham 
Go*  Co.,  6H.&X.  250  ;  see  also  Mil- 
lingston  v.  Griffiths,  30  L.  T.,  N.  S.  65  ; 
see  also  as  to  Metropolitan  Management 
Act,  Metropolitan  Board,  of  Works  v. 
L.  4N.  W.  B/y.,  1 7  Ch.  D.  216  ;  and  as  to 


liability  of  foreshore  owner  under  the 
Public  Health  (London)  Act.  see  London 
Port  Sanitary  Authority  v.  Thames  Con- 
servators,  (1894)  1  Q."  B.  647  ;  post, 
Chap.  VII. 

1  18  &  19  Vict.  c.  121,  still  in  force  as 
to  the  metropolis,  though  repealed  gene- 
rally by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
38  &  39  Vict.  c.  55. 

*  57  k  58  Vict.  c.  187. 

8  Persons  are  not  guilty  of  wilfully 
suffering  offensive  matter  to  pass  into 
the  Thames  by  an  omission  to  do  some- 
thing which  might  have  mitigated  the 
evil 

The  appellants,  the  urban  sanitary 
authority  of  the  borough  of  Chipping 
Wycombe,  have  control  of  sewage  out- 
fall works  and  a  sewage  farm  from 
which  water  percolates  and  passes  into 
the  Wye  stream.  A  large  quantity  of 
offensive  liquid  from  tho  works  of  the 
High  Wycombe  Gas  Company  was  dis- 
charged into  the  sewers,  for  which  the 
gas  company  were  convicted  and  fined. 
The  liquid,  mingled  with  the  sewage, 
found  its  way  into  the  Wye  river,  and 
thence  into  the  Thames,  and  no  special 
precautions  were  taken  to  deal  with  the 
offensive  matter,  though  its  extremely 
offensive  character  was  recognised. 

The  justices  were  of  opinion  that 
there  was  evidence  of  an  offence  by  the 
sanitary  authority  within  the  statute, 
and  the  appeal  was  on  the  case  stated 
by  them  :  High  Wycombe  Corporation 
v.  Thames  Conserrators,  78  L.  T.  463. 
See  Smith  v.  BurnJiam  Local  Board,  1 
Ex.  D. ;  34  L.  T.  274. 

*  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109. 
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the  water  to  poison  or  kill  fish,  shall  incur  penalties  of  51.  for 
the  first ;  10/.  and  21.  a  day  for  the  second ;  and  20/.  a  day  for 
the  third  offence.  If,  however,  he  has  used  all  means  to  render 
such  matter  harmless  he  will  not  be  so  liable,  and  nothing  is  to 
prevent  any  person  from  acquiring  a  legal  right  in  cases  where 
he  would  have  acquired  it  if  the  Act  had  not  passed.  By  sect.  Id 
of  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Act,  1878,1  the  provisions  of  the  S2nd 
section  of  24  it  25  Vict.  c.  97  (the  Malicious  Injuries  to  Property 
Act),  so  far  as  they  relate  to  poisoning  any  water  with  intent  to 
kill  or  destroy  fish,  shall  be  extended  and  apply  to  salmon  rivers, 
as  if  the  words  "or  in  any  salmon  river"  were  inserted  in  the 
said  section  in  lieu  of  the  words  "  private  right  of  fishing,"  after 
the  words  "  noxious  material  in  any  fish  pond."3 

The  most  important  Act,  however,  relating  to  the  pollution  of 
streams  is  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act  of  1876,  89  it  40 
Vict.  c.  75,  amended  by  56  <&  57  Vict  c.  81.  This  Act,  which 
has  for  its  object  the  prevention  of  the  pollution  of  rivers,  and  in 
particular  of  new  sources  of  pollution,  is  divided  into  six  parts. 
Fart  I.  (sect.  2)  contains  the  law  as  to  solid  matters ;  Part  II. 
(sect.  8)  as  to  sewage  pollution;8  Part  III.  (sects.  4 — 6)  as  to 


1  36  &  37  Vict.  c.  71. 

*  Sect.  32  of  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  97 
(1861),  "  An  Act  to  consolidate  and 
"  amend  the  statute  law  of  England  and 
44  Ireland  relating  to  Malicious  Injuries 
"  to  Property,"  provides  that,  whosoever 
shall  unlawfully  or  maliciously  put  any 
lime  or  other  noxious  material  into  any 
fish  pond  or  any  water  which  shall  be 
private  property,  or  in  which  there  shall 
be  any  private  right  of  fishery,  with 
intent  to  destroy  any  of  the  fish,  shall 
be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  being 
convicted  thereof,  shall  be  liable  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court  to  be  kept  in 
penal  servitude  for  any  term  not  exceed- 
ing seven  years,  and  not  less  than  three 
years,  or  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  two  years,  with  or  without 
hard  labour,  and  without  solitary  con- 
finement ;  and,  if  a  malicious  offence, 
with  or  without  whipping. 

Among  other  Acts  the  following  deal 
with  pollution : — 

23  $  24  Vict.  c.  77,  *.  8,  lays  a  i>enalty 
not  exceeding  ~>l.  on  those  fouling  water 
of  any  well,  fountain,  or  pump  ;  and  a 
further  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  shil- 
lings per  diem  for  every  day  during 
which  the  offence  is  continued. 

28  4'  29  Viet.  c.  75,  $.  10,  empowers 
sewers  authorities  (defined  by  sect.  3  to 
be  the  mayor  and  burgesses,  or  lighting 


commissioners,  or  vestry,  or  town  coun- 
cil, or  police  commissioners,  or  parochial 
board)  to  proceed  by  bill,  indictment  or 
action  for  protection  against  pollution 
with  leave  of  the  Attorney-General.  By 
sect.  11,  nothing  in  the  Act  is  to  autho- 
rize any  sewer  to  drain  direct  into  any 
stream. 

37  ,$•  38  Viet.  c.  89  (An  Act  to  amend 
the  Sanitary  Laws,  1874),  *.  50,  provides 
that  "  If  it  shall  be  represented  to  any 
"nuisance  authority  in  the  metropolis, 
"or  to  any  sanitary  authority,  that 
u  within  their  district  the  water  in  any 
44  well,  tank,  or  cistern,  public  or  private, 
44  or  supplied  from  any  public  pump,  and 
44  used,  or  likely  to  be  used  for  domestic 
44  purposes,  is  polluted  so  as  to  be  in- 
44  jurious  to  health,  such  authority  may 
44  apply  to  any  justice  having  jurisdic- 
tion within  their  district  in  petty 
"sessions  assembled  for  an  order  to 
"  remedy  the  same,"  &c.  Sect.  1 2  pro- 
vides for  the  representation  of  riparian 
authorities  at  meetings  of  port  sanitary 
authorities  in  case  of  ports  containing 
more  than  one  sanitary  authority. 

Cf.  the  Towns  Improvement  Clauses 
Act,  1847  (10  &  11  Vict.  c.  34),  ss.  99 
and  121. 

8  By  56  &  57  Vict.  c.  31,  an  Act  of  only 
one  section,  it  is  enacted  that 4t  Where 
4i  any  sewage  matter  falls  or  flows  or  is 
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manufacturing  and  mining  pollutions ;  Part  IV.  (sects.  7 — 20), 
administration  of  the  law  ;  and  Parts  Y.  (sect.  21)  and  VI.  (sect. 
22),  the  application  of  the  Act  to  Scotland  and  Ireland 
respectively.  The  Act  provides  that  it  shall  be  illegal  to  put 
into  any  stream1  (a)  the  solid  refuse  of  any  manufactory, 
manufacturing  process  or  quarry,  or  any  rubbish  or  cinders,  or 
any  other  waste  or  any  putrid  solid  matter 2  to  interfere  with  its 
due  flow  or  to  pollute  its  waters  (sect.  2) ;  (b)  any  solid  or 
liquid  sewage  matter  (sect.  S) ;  (c)  any  poisonous,  noxious,  or 
polluting  liquid  from  any  factory  or  manufacturing  process 
(sect.  4) ;  (d)  any  solid  matter  from  any  mine  in  such  quantities 
as  to  prejudicially  interfere  with  its  due  flow,  or  any  poisonous, 
noxious  or  polluting  solid  or  liquid  matter  proceeding  from  any 
mine  other  than  water  in  the  same  condition  as  that  in  which  it 
has  been  drained  or  raised  from  such  mine  (sect.  4). 

In  the  case  of  sewage  pollution,  channels  used,  constructed  or 
in  process  of  construction  at  the  date  of  the  passing  of  the  Act 


"  carried  into  any  stream  after  passing 
"through  or  along  a  channel  which  is 
"vested  in  a  sanitary  anthority,  the 
"sanitary  anthority  shall,  for  the  pur- 
"  poses  of  sect.  3  of  the  Rivers  Pollution 
"Prevention  Act,  1876,  be  deemed  to 
"  knowingly  permit  the  sewage  matter 
"  so  to  fall,  flow,  or  be  carried." 

1  For  definition  of  "  stream"  see  sect. 
20,  post,  p.  187. 

2  In  the  case  of  Ilibhle  River  Com- 
mittee  v.  Halliwell,  (1899)  2  Q.  B.  388  ; 
68  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  84  ;  81  L.T.  38  ;  48  W.  R. 
22 ;  63  J.  P.  708  (C.  A.),  sect,  2  of  the 
Act,  which  prohibits  the  putting,  or 
causing,  or  knowingly  permitting  to  be 
put,  or  to  fall  into  any  stream,  so  as  to 
pollute  its  waters,  "any  putrid  solid 
44  matter,"  and  sect.  20,  which  provides 
that  "solid  matter"  shall  not  include 
particles  of  matter  in  suspension  in 
water  ;  and  sect.  17,  which  provides 
"the  Act  shall  not  apply  to  or  affect 
"the  lawful  exercise  of  any  rights  of 
"  impounding  or  diverting  water,"  were 
considered. 

The  defendant  owned  weaving  sheds, 
worked  by  steam-power,  on  the  bank  of 
a  river,  and  he  had  for  the  purposes  of 
his  business,  for  many  years  prior  to  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  lawfully  exercised 
the  right  of  diverting  water  from  the 
river  by  means  of  a  goit,  and  dealing 
with  the  same  in  the  following  manner : 
The  water  so  diverted  being  full  of  sub- 
stances discharged  into  the  stream  from 
paper  manufactories,  not  belonging  to 


the  defendant,  higher  up  the  stream,  it 
had,  before  it  could  be  used  by  the 
defendant  for  the  purpose  of  his  busi- 
ness, to  be  impounded  in  a  reservoir  and 
allowed  to  settle.  Whilst  it  was  so 
impounded,  the  substances  contained 
therein  sank  to  the  bottom,  and,  after 
about  three  days,  became  putrescent  in 
the  form  of  sludge.  The  water  at  the 
top,  when  thus  cleared,  was  taken  from 
the  reservoir  and  used  for  condensing 
and  boiler  purposes.  Once  a  week  the 
reservoir  was  cleared  by  opening  the 
sluice  gates  into  the  river,  and  allowing 
the  water  to  flow  through  the  reservoir 
and  out  into  the  stream,  carrying  with 
it  the  sludge  deposited  in  the  reservoir. 
The  effluent  water,  as  it  went  into  the 
stream  through  the  sluice  gates,  con- 
tained 97-6  per  cent,  of  water,  and  2*4 
per  cent,  of  solid  matter.  It  was  held, 
by  A.  L.  Smith,  L.  J.,  and  Rigby,  L.  J. 
(affirming  the  decision  of  Lord  Russell 
of  Killoweu,  C.  J.,  and  Wills,  J.),  that 
the  solid  matter  when  it  entered  the 
stream  from  the  reservoir  was  "  in  sus- 
pension in  water"  within  the  meaning 
of  sect.  20,  and  therefore  not  "solid 
"  matter  "  within  sect.  2  of  the  Act.  Held, 
also  (by  A.  L.  Smith,  L.  J.,  Rigby,  L.  J., 
and  Vaughan-Williams,  L.  J.),  that, 
assuming  that  what  was  put  into  the 
stream  was  "  solid  matter "  within  the 
meaning  of  sect.  2,  the  defendant  was 
protected  by  sect.  17,  and  therefore  not 
liable  to  be  proceeded  against  under  the 
Act. 
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are  excepted  from  it  if  it  can  be  shown  that  the  person  charged 
is  using  the  best  practicable  and  available  means  to  render  the 
sewage  harmless  (sect.  4),  and  time  may  be  given  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  any  sanitary  authority  using  such  channels 
for  the  purpose  of  adopting  such  means.  A  person  other  than  a 
sanitary  authority  is  not  to  be  liable  for  passing  sewage  into  a 
stream  along  a  drain  communicating  with  any  sewer  belonging 
to  or  under  the  control  of  any  sanitary  authority  provided  he  has 
the  sanction  of  the  sanitary  authority  (sect.  8).1 

In  the  case  of  liquid  pollution  from  sewage3  or  a  factory  or 


1  In  Kirkheaton  Board  v.  Ainslie, 
(1892)  2  Q.  B.  274,  the  defendants 
erected  water-closets  on  their  premises, 
the  drains  from  which  they  connected 
with  two  small  natural  watercourses, 
which  had  become  sewers,  and  were, 
therefore,  vested  in  the  plaintiffs,  a 
local  board.  Through  these  sewers  the 
sewage  from  the  water-closets  flowed 
by  natural  gravitation  into  a  larger 
stream.  The  defendants  were  entitled 
as  against  the  plaintiffs  to  connect  the 
drains  from  their  water-closets  with 
these  sewers  under  sect.  21  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875  ;  but  the  plaintiffs 
had  not  sanctioned  their  so  doing.  The 
plaintiffs,  under  sect.  10  of  the  Rivers 
Pollution  Prevention  Act,  1876,  applied 
to  a  county  court  for  and  obtained  an 
order  to  restrain  the  defendants  from 
causing  the  sewage  to  flow  into  the 
stream.  On  appeal  against  this  order, 
it  appeared  to  the  Court  that,  upon  the 
facts  of  the  case,  the  plaintiffs  were 
themselves  in  default  in  not  having 
made  any  provision  for  dealing  with  the 
sewage  in  these  sewers,  as  required  by  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875  :— 

Held,  that  the  making  of  the  order 
was  discretionary,  and  although  the 
defendants  had  offended  against  the 
Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act,  1876, 
as  a  matter  of  discretion,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  an  order  ought 
not  to  be  made  against  them  at  the 
.  instance  of  the  plaintiffs,  who  were 
themselves  offenders  against  that  Act, 
and  were  seeking  to  avoid  performance 
of  their  duty  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875. 

Held,  also,  that  an  appeal  on  the  above- 
mentioned  ground  was  correctly  brought 
by  way  of  motion. 

By  Bo  wen,  L.  J.,  and  A.  L.  Smith, 
L.  J. :  An  appeal  from  a  county  court 
on  the  merits  under  sect.  11  of  the 
Itivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act  is,  by 
sect.  124  of  the  County  Courts  Act, 
1888,  brought  within  the  operation  of 


£ 


sect.  120  of  that  Act. 

Bowen,  L.  J.,  considering  the  3rd 
section  of  the  Act,  "  every  person  who 
"causes  to  fall  or  flow,"  &c.,  says 
(p.  283)  : — "  It  appears  to  me  that  any 
"  person  causes  the  flow  of  sewage  into 
"a  stream  within  this  enactment,  who 
"  intentionally  does  that  which  is  cal- 
culated, according  to  the  ordinary 
"course  of  things  and  the  laws  of 
"nature, to  produce  such  flow.  A  per- 
*'  son  who  causes  the  flow  of  sewage  into  a 
"  channel,  through  which  by  the  ordi- 
"  nary  course  of  gravitation  it  will  find 
"  its  way  into  a  stream,  causes  it  to  flow 
(iinto  the  stream."  Cf.  judgment  of 
Lord  Esher,  M.  R.,  to  the  same  effect, 
.  281,  and  A.-O.  v.  Guardians  of  Dar- 
ing Union,  20  Ch.  D.  595. 

*  In  the  case  of  Yorkshire  West  Riding 
Council  v.  Holm  firth  Urban  Sanitary 
Authority,  (1894)  2  Q.  B.  842,  the 
defendants,  an  urban  sanitary  authority, 
were  charged  under  sect.  3  of  the  Act 
with  permitting  sewage  matter  to  flow 
into  a  stream  within  their  district.  It 
appeared  that  the  sewage  matter  flowed 
from  certain  ancient  sewers,  within  the 
district  of  and  vested  in  the  defendants, 
which  had  been  constructed  and  which 
were  used  for  discharging  sewage  matter 
into  the  stream  before  the  passing  of 
the  Act,  and  before  the  defendants  were 
constituted  a  sanitary  authority.  The 
defendants  had  made  certain  alterations 
in  these  sewers,  but  had  done  nothing  to 
increase  the  pollution  of  the  stream  : — 
The  Court  held  that  there  was  prima 
facie  evidence  that  the  defendants  had 
1  *  knowingly  permitted"  sewage  matter  to 
flow  into  the  stream,  and  that  the  mere 
fact  that  they  had  not  materially  altered 
the  nature  of  the  sewers,  and  had  done 
nothing  to  increase  the  flow  of  sewage 
matters  from  such  sewers  into  the  stream, 
was  not  a  sufficient  answer  to  proceed- 
ings under  the  Act. 

Lindley,  L.  J.,  points  out  (p.  846) 
that  since  sect.  20  defines  "person "  as 
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manufacturing  process,  channels  used  or  constructed  or  in 
process  of  construction  at  the  date  of  the  passing  of  the  Act,  or 
any  new  channel  constructed  in  substitution  thereof  and  having 
its  outfall  at  the  same  spot,  are  excepted  if  it  can  be  shown  that 
the  person  charged  is  using  the  best  practicable  and  reasonably 
available  means  to  render  the  liquid  harmless  (sect.  4). 

In  the  case  of  pollution  from  mines  no  offence  is  committed  if 
the  person  charged  can  show  that  he  is  using  the  best  practicable 
and  reasonably  available  means  to  render  the  matter  harmless 
(sect.  5). 

Further,  no  proceedings  are  to  be  taken  under  Part  III.  of  the 
Act  (in  the  cases  of  manufacturing  and  mining  pollutions) 
except  by  a  sanitary  authority,  with  the  consent  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  If,  however,  the  sanitary  authority  refuse 
to  act,  any  person  interested  alleging  an  offence  to  have  been 
committed  may  apply  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  who 
may  direct  the  sanitary  authority  to  proceed  (sect.  6). 

In  giving  or  withholding  their  consent  to  proceedings  under 
the  Act,  the  Local  Government  Board  are  to  have  regard  to  the 
industrial  interests  of  the  locality,  and  the  practicability  of 
rendering  harmless  the  liquids  from  the  manufacturing  processes 
without  inflicting  material  injury  to  the  industry  of  any 
manufacturing  district,  and  persons  in  such  district  against 
whom  proceedings  are  proposed  to  be  taken  are  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  objecting  and  being  heard  before  the  sanitary 
authority  (sect.  6). 

Part  IV.  provides  that  sanitary  authorities  are  to  give  manu- 
facturers facilities  for  draining  into  their  sewers  any  liquids  not 
prejudicial  to  the  sewers,  or  disposal  of  the  sewage,  or  from  a 
sanitary  point  of  view,  provided  that  the  sewers  are  sufficient 
for  the  purpose1  (sect.  7),  and  gives  sanitary  authorities  (sect.  8) 


including  any  body  of  persons,  whether 
corporate  or  unincorporate,  the  term  as 
used  in  sect.  3  includes  bodies  such  as 
urban  sanitary  authorities  as  well  as 
individuals.  (See  also  Glossop  v.  Isle- 
icorth  Local  Board,  12  Ch.  D.  102 ;  A.-  G. 
v.  Guardians  of  Dorking  Union,  20  Ch. 
D.  595 ;  Derbyshire  .  County  Council  v. 
Derby  {Mayor  of),  (1896)  2  Q.  B.  53, 
297,  where  it  was  held  that  proceedings 
under  sect.  10  being  not  of  a  criminal  or 
penal  nature,  interrogatories  might  be 
administered.) 

1  The  High  Court  will  not  grant  a 


mandamus  to  compel  a  local  authority 
under  sect.  7  of  the  Rivera  Pollution 
Prevention  Act,  1876,  to  give  facilities 
for  enabling  manufacturers  to  carry  the 
liquids  proceeding  from  their  factories 
or  manufacturing  processes  into  the 
sewers,  the  remedy  given  by  sect.  10  of 
that  Act  of  an  application  to  the  county 
court  of  the  district  being  a  sufficient 
and  appropriate  remedy  :  Peebles  v. 
Ottoald whistle  District  Council,  (1897) 
1  Q.  B.  384  ;  see  Eastwood  v.  Hanley 
Urban  Ctmncil,  ante,  p.  180. 
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and  the  Lea  Conservancy  Board  (sect.  9)  powers  to  enforce  the 
Act.1 

Legal  proceedings  under  the  Act  are  regulated  by  sections 
10  to  15.  County  courts  are  empowered  to  make  sum- 
mary orders  to  restrain  offences  and  perform  duties  or  to 
impose  penalties  not  exceeding  50/.  a  day  during  default, 
and  to  carry  into  effect   such   orders  at  the  expense  of  the 


1  51  <fc  52  Viet.  c.  41  (Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  1888),  t.  14,  empowers 
county  councils  (in  addition  to  any- 
other  authority)  to  enforce  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention 
Act,  1876  (39  &  40  Vict.  c.  75),  in  rela- 
tion to  so  much  of  any  stream  as  is 
situate  within,  or  passes  through  or  by, 
any  part  of  their  county ;  and  it  confers 
on  them  for  that  purpose  the  same 
powers  and  duties  as  if  they  were  sani- 
tary authorities  within  the  meaning  of 
that  Act,  or  any  other  authority  having 
power  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  that 
Act,  and  the  county  were  their  district 
(sub-sect.  (1)).  By  sub-sect.  (2),  "  any 
"county  council  shall  have  power  to 
"contribute  towards  the  costs  of  any 
"prosecution  under  the  said  Act  in- 
"  stituted  by  any  other  county  council 
14  or  by  any  urban  or  rural  authority." 
The  Local  Government  Board  is  also 
authorized  by  sub-sect.  (3)  to  constitute, 
by  provisional  order  made  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  council  of  any  of  the 
counties  concerned,  a  joint  committee 
or  other  body,  representing  all  the 
administrative  counties  through  or  by 
which  a  river,  or  any  specified  portion 
of  a  river,  or  any  tributary  thereof, 
passes,  and  may  confer  on  such  com- 
mittee or  body  "  all  of  the  powers  of  a 
"sanitary  authority  under  the  Rivers 
"  Pollution  Prevention  Act,  1876,  or 
••such  of  them  as  maybe  specified  in 
"  the  Order ;  and  the  Order  may  contain 
"such  provisions  respecting  the  con- 
stitution and  proceedings  of  the  said 
"body  as  may  seem  proper,  and  may 
4*  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses 
4,of  such  committee  or  body  by  the 
**  administrative  counties  represented  by 
"  it,  and  for  the  audit  of  the  accounts  of 
,:  such  -committee  or  body,  and  their 
•'  officers." 

Under  this  section  two  important 
local  Acts  have  been  passed,  the  pro- 
visions of  which  contain  some  valuable 
extensions  of  the  principles  of  Act  of 
1876 — The  Mersey  and  Imoell  Joint 
Committee  Act,  1892  (55  &  56  Vict, 
ch.  exci.),  and  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire  Rivers  Act,  1894  (57  &  58 


Vict.  ch.  clxvi.).  These  Acts,  the  pre- 
amble of  both  which  declares  that  the 
restrictions  contained  in  the  Act  of  1876 
"  are  such  as  to  preclude  effective  action 
"by  the  joint  committee  for  the  im- 
"  provement  of  the  said  rivers  or  parts 
"  thereof,  and  their  tributaries,"  respec- 
tively constitute  joint  committees,  con- 
sisting of  representatives  of  the  counties 
of  Lancaster  and  Chester,  and  of  the 
county  boroughs  of  Bolton,  Bury,  Man- 
chester, Oldham,  Rochdale,  Salford  and 
Stockport  for  checking  pollution  in  the 
Mersey  and  Irwell,  and  of  representa- 
tives of  the  county  council  of  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  of  the  county 
boroughs  of  Bradford,  Halifax,  Hudders- 
field,  Leeds,  and  Sheffield  for  providing 
against  that  of  the  rivers  of  the  West 
Riding  and  their  tributaries.  Cf.  as  to 
these  Acts,  and  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  on  the  subject "  The 
"  Statute  Law  relating  to  Rivers  Pol- 
lution," by  C.  J.  Haworth  (Solicitor, 
B.A.Cantab.,  LL.B.). 

The  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  (Bor- 
der Councils)  Act,  1898,  61  &  62  Vict, 
c.  34,  enables  county  councils  on  either 
side  of  the  border  to  act  together  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  Rivers  Pollution 
Prevention  Act,  1876,  by  empowering 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  Eng- 
land, and  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  on 
the  application  of  the  council  of  any  of 
the  counties  concerned,  to  constitute  a 
joint  committee  or  other  body  repre- 
senting all  or  any  of  the  counties 
through  or  by  which  a  river,  or  any 
specified  portion  or  tributary  thereof, 
passes,  and  to  confer  on  it  the  powers 
of  sanitary  authorities  under  the  Act 
(sect.  1).  "  County,"  as  regards  England, 
is  defined  by  sect.  3  to  mean  an  adminis- 
trative county,  and  to  include  a  county 
borough,  and  as  regards  Scotland,  a 
county  or  burgh  defined  by  Local  Govern- 
ment (Scotland)  Act,  1889.  Sect.  2 
provides  for  the  application  of  sect.  297 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  relating 
to  the  making  of  Provisional  Orders  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Act.  As  to  liabilities 
of  sanitary  authorities  see  A.-G.  v. 
Guardian*  of  Dorking,  ante,  p.  179. 
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defaulter  (sect.  10).1  An  appeal  to  the  High  Court  by  special 
case  is  given  by  sect.  11,  and  by  sect.  12  a  certificate  by 
a  Local  Government  Board  inspector  that  .the  means  for 
rendering  the  sewage  or  other  solid  or  liquid  matter  harm- 
less are  the  best  or  only  practicable  and  available  means 
in  the  particular  case  is  to  be  conclusive.  By  sect.  IS  two 
months'  notice  is  necessary  before  commencing  proceedings, 
and  sects.  14  and  15  regulate  costs  and  examination  of 
witnesses,  &c. 

Sect.  16  is  as  follows :  "  The  powers  given  by  this  Act  Saving 
"  shall  not  be  deemed  to  prejudice  or  affect  any  other  rights  lau8C8* 
"  or  powers  now  existing  or  vested  in  any  person  or  persons 
"  by  Act  of  Parliament,  law,  or  custom,  and  such  other 
"  rights  or  powers  may  be  exercised  in  the  same  manner  as 
"  if  this  Act  had  not  passed ;  and  nothing  in  this  Act  shall 
"  legalize  any  act  or  default  which  would  but  for  this  Act 
"be  deemed  to  be  a  nuisance  or  otherwise  contrary  to  law: 
"  Provided  nevertheless,  that  in  any  proceedings  for  enforcing 
"  against  any  person  such  rights  or  powers  the  Court  before 
"  which  such  proceedings  are  pending  shall  take  into  con- 
sideration any  certificate  granted  to  such  person  under  this 
"  Act." 

"17.  This  Act  shall  not  apply  to  or  affect  the  lawful  exercise  Saving  of 
"  of  any  rights  of  impounding  or  diverting  water."2  Sound^gand 

Sect.  18  reserves  rights  under  the  Thames  Conservancy  Acts,  diverting 
the  Lea  Conservancy  Acts,  and  the  Metropolitan  Management  waer' 
Acts. 

Sect.  19  excepts  local  authorities  empowered  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  carry  sewage  into  the  sea  or  tidal  waters  from  liability 
under  the  Act. 

Sect.  20  contains  definitions,  of  which  the  most  important  is 
as  follows : 

" '  Stream'  includes  the  sea  to  such  extent,  and  tidal  waters  to 
"  such  point,  as  may,  after  local  inquiry  and  on  sanitary 
"  grounds,  be  determined  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  by 
"  order  published  in  the  London  Gazette.  Save  as  aforesaid, 
"  it  includes  rivers,  streams,  canals,  lakes,  and  watercourses, 

1  KirMeaton  Board  v.Ainslic,  (1892)  tchutle,  (1897)  1  Q.  B.  384. 

2  Q.    B.  274  ;    Yorks  West  Biding  v.  5  As  to  the  construction  of  this  sec- 

Holmjirth,  (1894)    2    Q.  B.   842;    sec  tion    see    Bibble  Biter   Committee  v. 

Derby  County  Council  v.  Derby,  (1896)  BdUiwell£lWV)  2  Q.  B.  388,  arte,  p.  183. 
2  Q.  B.  53,  297  ;    Peebles  v.   Oswald- 
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"  other  than  watercourses  at  the  passing  of  this  Act  mainly 
"  used  as  sewers,  and  emptying  directly  into  the  sea,  or 
"tidal  waters  which  have  not  been  determined  to  be 
"  streams  wjthin  the  meaning  of  this  Act  by  such  order  as 
"  aforesaid,' ' 

Sects.  21  and  22  provide  for  the  application  of   the  Act  to 
Scotland1  and  Ireland.2 


Abstraction 
and  diversion 
of,  not  action* 
able. 


Right  to 
drain  surface 
water  for 
agricultural 
purposes. 


Percolating  Water  and  Water  having  no  defined  Course. 

The  principles  of  law  which  regulate  the  rights  of  owners  of 
land  in  respect  of  water  flowing  in  known  and  defined  channels, 
whether  upon  or  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  do  not  apply 
to  water  which  runs  in  no  defined  channel,  or  merely  percolates 
through  the  strata,  and  no  action  will,  therefore,  lie  for  the 
abstraction  or  diversion  of  such  water.3 

Thus  in  the  case  of  Rawstron  v.  Taylor,*  it  has  been  held 
that  the  owner  of  land  has  an  unqualified  right  to  drain  it  for 
agricultural  purposes  in  order  to  get  rid  of  mere  surface  water, 
the  supply  of  the  water  being  casual,  and  its  flow  following  no 
regular  or  definite  course  ;  and  a  neighbouring  proprietor  cannot 


1  Sect.  5  (sub-sect.  2)  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Scotland  Act,  1885  (48  &  49 
Vict.c.  61),  transfers  to  the  Secretary  all 
powers  and  duties  previously  "  vested  in 
"or  imposed  on  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
"  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  "  by  the 
enactments  specified  in  Part  1.  of  the 
Schedule  to  the  Act,  among  which  is 
included  the  Rivers  Pollution  Preven- 
tion Act,  1876.  The  powers  of  making 
orders  as  to  costs  of  inquiry  under  sects. 
14  and  21,  sub-sects.  (4)  and  (8)  of  the 
Act,  and  with  regard  to  inspectors  under 
scots.  15  and  21,  sub-sect.  (9),  are 
therefore  now  apparently  vested  in  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland. 

Sect.  55  of  the  Local  Government 
(Scotland)  Act  (52  &  53  Vict.  t3.  50)  em- 
powers county  councils  in  Scotland  to 
enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Rivers  Pol- 
lution Prevention  Act,  1876  (subject  to 
any  restrictions  therein  contained)  "  in 
"  relation  to  so  much  of  any  stream  as  is 
"  situate  within,  or  passes  through  or  by, 
"  any  part  of  their  county, "  and  confers 
on  them  the  powers  and  duties  of  sani- 
tary authorities  or  other  authorities 
having  powers  for  that  purpose,  and  also 
authorises  them  to  contribute  towards 
the  expenses  of  prosecutions  under  the 


Act  instituted  by  any  other  county 
council  or  sanitary  authority  (sub-sects. 
(1)  and  (2)).  The  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land may  also  (by  sub-sect.  (3)),  on  the 
application  of  the  council  of  any  of  the 
counties  and  burghs  concerned,  consti- 
tute by  provisional  order  a  joint  com- 
mittee or  other  body  representing  all 
the  counties  and  burghs  through  or  by 
which  a  river,  or  any  specified  portion 
or  any  tributary  thereof,  passes,  and 
confer  on  it  all  the  powers  of  a  sanitary 
authority  under  the  Kivers  Pollution 
Prevention  Act,  1876,  or  such  of  them  as 
may  be  specified  in  the  order. 

2  Sect,28of  the  Public  Health  (Ireland) 
Act,  1896  (59  &  60  Vict.  c.  54),  enacts 
that  the  expression  Public  Health 
(Ireland)  Act,  1874,  wherever  it  occurs 
in  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act, 
1876,  "  shall  in  the  application  of  the 
"said  Act  of  1876  to  Ireland,  be  con- 
"  strued  as  meaning  the  Public  Health 
"(Ireland)  Acts,  1878  to  1890." 

3  For  definition  of  a  stream  or  water- 
course see  ante,  pp.  58  et  seq.  As  to 
pollution  of  percolating  water,  see  port. 
pp.  200  et  *cq. 

4  11  Ex.  353  ;  25  L.  J.,  Ex.  33. 
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complain  that  he  is  thereby  deprived  of  such  water  which  other- 
wise would  have  come  to  his  land.  So  in  Broadbent  v.  Rains- 
botham,1  where  the  plaintiff's  mill  for  more  than  fifty  years  had 
been  worked  by  the  stream  of  a  brook  which  was  supplied  by 
the  water  of  a  pond  filled  with  rain,  a  shallow  well  supplied  by 
subterraneous  water,  a  swamp  and  a  well  formed  by  a  stream 
springing  out  of  the  side  of  a  hill,  the  waters  of  all  of  which 
occasionally  overflowed  and  ran  down  the  defendant's  land  in  no 
definite  channel  into  the  brook;  it  was  held  that  the  plaintiff 
had  no  right  as  against  the  defendant  to  the  natural  flow  of  any 
of  the  waters.  So  in  Greatrex  v.  Hayward*  it  was  held,  follow- 
ing Wood  v.  Waud?  that  the  flow  of  water  from  a  drain  made  for 
agricultural  purposes  for  twenty-one  years  does  not  give  a  right 
to  the  person,  through  whose  land  it  flowed,  to  the  continuance 
of  the  flow  so  as  to  preclude  the  proprietor  of  the  land  drained 
from  altering  the  level  of  his  drains  for  the  improvement  of  his 
land,  and  so  cutting  off  the  supply.4 

The  same  rules  of  law  have,  after  some  difference  of  opinion,  Subterranean 
been  established  in  a  series  of  cases  to  apply  to  subterranean  water* 
water  percolating  through  the  strata  of  the  earth  in  no  definite  Wells. 
or   known  course,   it  being    now  established  on    the  highest 
authority  that  the  owner  of  land  containing  underground  water 
which  percolates  by  undefined  channels  and  flows  to  the  land  of 
a  neighbour,  has  the  right  to  divert  or  appropriate  the  per- 
colating water  within  his  own  land  so  as  to  deprive  his  neighbour 
of  it ;  and  his  right  is  the  same  whatever  his  motive  may  be, 
whether  bond  fide  to  improve  his  own  land  or  maliciously  to 
injure  his  neighbour,  or  to  induce  his  neighbour  to  buy  him  out.5 
Where  the  course  of  a  stream  is  definite  and  notorious,  the  same 
rules  of  law  will  govern  it,  whether  it  be  above  or  below  ground.6 
In  the  case  of  Acton  v.  Blundell,7  it  was  decided  that  the  owner  Acton  v. 
of  land  through  which  water  flows  in  a  subterraneous  course  has  Blu)ldel1' 


1  11  Ex.  602  ;  25  L.  J.,  Ex.  115. 

2  8  Ex.  291  ;  22  L.  J.,  Ex.  137. 
8  3  Ex.  748  ;  18  L.  J.,  Ex.  305. 

4  See  also  Young  v.  Bankier  Distillery 
Co.,  (1893)  A.  C.  691  ;  69  L.  T.  838  ;  58 
J.  P.  100  (H.  L.  Sc). 

5  Bradford  Corporation  v.  PichU% 
(1895)  A  pp.  Cas.  587.  In  the  above 
case  it  was  held  that  the  prohibition  in 
sect.  49  of  the  Bradford  Waterworks 
Act,  1854,  against  the  illegal  diversion, 
detention  or  appropriation  of  the  flow 
of  water   applies   only  to  the  waters 


when  collected  and  not  to  the  springs 
or  sources  from  which  the  water  pro- 
ceeds ;  see  also  M'Nab  v.  Robertson, 
(1897)  App.  Cas.  H.  L.  Sc  129. 

6  CJtasemore  v.  Ricliards,  7  H.  L.  349  : 
Dickenson  v.  Grand  Junction  Canal,  7 
Ex.  282  ;  21  L.  J.,  Ex.  241  ;  Dudden  v. 
Clutton  Union,  1  H.  &  N.  627,  630  ; 
Wood  v.  Wand,  3  Ex.  748 ;  Etoart  v. 
Belfast  Guardians,  9  L.  R.,  Ir.  172 
(C.  A.)  ;  see  Phear,  p.  33  ;  Angell,  p.  152. 

7  12  M.  &  W.  324  ;  13  L.  J.,  Ex.  289. 
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no  right  or  interest  in  it  which  will  enable  him  to  maintain  an 
action  against  a  landowner  who,  in  carrying  on  mining  opera- 
tions in  his  own  land  in  the  usual  manner,  drains  away  water 
from  the  land  of  the  first-mentioned  owner  and  lays  his  well 
dry.  "  The  question  argued  before  us,"  says  Tindal,  C.  J., 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  "  has  been  in  substance 
this, — whether  the  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  an  underground 
spring,  or  of  a  well  supplied  by  such  underground  spring,  is 
governed  by  the  same  rule  of  law  as  that  which  applies  to  and 
regulates  a  watercourse  flowing  on  the  surface.  In  the  case 
of  a  running  stream,  the  owner  of  the  soil  merely  transmits 
the  water  over  its  surface :  he  receives  as  much  from  his 
higher  neighbour  as  he  sends  down  to  his  neighbour  below : 
he  is  neither  better  nor  worse, — the  level  of  the  water  remains 
the  same.  But  if  the  man  who  sinks  the  well  in  his  own  land 
can  acquire  by  that  act  an  absolute  and  indefeasible  right  to 
the  water  that  collects  in  it,  he  has  the  power  of  preventing 
his  neighbour  from  making  any  use  of  the  spring  in  his  own 
soil  which  shall  interfere  with  the  enjoyment  of  the  well.1  He 
has  the  power  still  further  of  debarring  the  owner  of  the  land 
in  which  the  spring  is  first  found,  or  through  which  it  is 
transmitted,  from  draining  his  land  for  the  proper  cultivation 
of  the  soil ;  and  thus  by  an  act  which  is  voluntary  on  his  part, 
and  which  may  be  entirely  unsuspected  by  his  neighbour,  he 
may  impose  on  such  a  neighbour  the  necessity  of  bearing  a 
heavy  expense,  if  the  latter  has  erected  machinery  for  the 
purpose  of  mining,  and  discovers,  when  too  late,  that  the 
appropriation  of  the  water  has  already  been  made.  Further, 
the  advantage  on  one  side,  and  the  detriment  to  the  other,  may 
bear  no  proportion.  The  well  may  be  sunk  to  supply  a  cottage, 
or  a  drinking  place  for  cattle ;  whilst  the  owner  of  the  adjoin- 
ing land  may  be  prevented  from  winning  metals  and  minerals 
of  inestimable  value.  And,  lastly,  there  is  no  limit  of  space 
within  which  the  claim  of  right  to  an  underground  spring  can 
be  confined.  In  the  present  case  the  nearest  coal  pit  is  at  a 
distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  well.  It  is  obvious  the  law 
must  equally  apply  if  there  is  an  interval  of  many  miles. 
Considering,  therefore,  the  state  of  circumstances  upon  which 
the  law  is  grounded  in  the  one  case  is  entirely  dissimilar  from 
those  which  exist  in  the  other,  and  that  the  application  of 

1  See  Galgay  v.  G.  S.  $  W.  Bail.  Co.,  4  Ir.,  C.  L.  R.  456. 
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"  the  same  rale  to  both  would  lead,  in  many  cases,  to  conse- 
"  quences  at  once  unreasonable  and  unjust,  we  feel  ourselves 
"  warranted  in  holding  upon  principle  that  the  case  now  under 
"  discussion  does  not  fall  within  the  rule  which  obtains  as  to 
"  surface  streams,  nor  is  it  to  be  governed  by  analogy  therewith." 

In  Dickenson  v.  The  Grand  Junction   Canal,1   the   Court  of  Dickenson?. 
Exchequer  held  that  an  action  would  lie  against  a  landowner  t\m  canal. ' 
for  digging  a  well  and  so  preventing  subterraneous  water  from 
reaching  a  natural  surface  stream,  which  it  would   otherwise  . 
have  reached;    and   this,   whether  the  water  was  part  of  an 
underground  watercourse,  or  would  have  reached  the  stream  by 
percolating  through  the  strata ;  but  this  opinion  has  been  over- 
ruled by  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  Chascm&re  v. 
Richards, 

In  the  case  of  Acton  v.  Blundell,  just  cited,  the  questions 
before  the  Court  were  two — viz,,  whether  a  landowner  by  sinking 
a  Bhaft  on  his  own  ground,  first,  might  lawfully  intercept  water 
and  prevent  it  from  percolating  into  another  landowner's  well ; 
or,  secondly,  might  so  actually  abstract  or  withdraw  water  from 
the  well.  Tindal,  C.  J.,  decides  both  in  the  affirmative;  for 
says  he,  "  If  in  the  exercise  of  such  right  he  intercepts  or  drains 
"  off  the  water  collected  from  underground  springs  in  his  neighbour's 
4<  well,  this  inconvenience  to  his  neighbour  falls  within  the  descrip- 
"  tion  of  damnum  absque  injuria,  which  cannot  become  the  ground 
"  of  action." 

The  first  of  these  two  propositions  has  been  re- asserted  in  the 
case  of  Chasemore  v.  Richards 2  by  the  House  of  Lords,  affirming 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber.     This  case,  Long  user 
moreover,  decides  a  point  not  raised  in  Acton  v.  Blundell,  viz.,  j£e^rj)i^0rf" 
that  a  prescriptive  right  by  long  user  to  the  water  of  the  well  or  action, 
surface  stream,  with  which  the  sinking  of  the  shaft  interfered, 
would  give  no  further  right  of  action.3 

In  Chasemore  v.  Richards*  the  plaintiff,  who  owned  an  ancient  Chasemoiev. 
mill  on  the  river  Wandle,  and  had  for  more  than  sixty  years     tCiar  *' 
enjoyed  the  use  of  the  stream,  which  was  chiefly  supplied  by 
percolating  and  underground  water,  lost  the  use  of  the  stream 
after  an  adjoining  landowner  had  dug  on  his  ground  an  exten- 
sive well,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  water  to  the  inhabitants 

>  7  Ex.282  ;  21  L.  J.,  Ex.  241.  XenrickJ  C.  B.  546  ;  18  L.  J.,  C.  P.  172. 

2  7  H.  L.  349  ;  29  L.  J.,  Ex.  81.  4  7  H.  L.  349  ;  29  L.  J.,  Ex.  81. 

3  See  also  per  Maule,  J.,  in  Smith  v. 
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of  the  district,  many  of  whom  had  no  title  as  landowners.  It 
was  urged  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  that,  even  granting  that  the 
defendant  had  a  right  to  dig  a  well,  and  appropriate  the  water 
for  the  use  of  his  own  property,  yet  he  had  no  right  to  such  an 
unreasonable  use  of  it,  as  to  abstract  it  for  the  use  of  persons 
unconnected  with  his  estates.  This  view  seems  to  have  been 
taken  by  Lord  Wensleydale,1  but  the  other  learned  Lords,  Lords 
Chelmsford,  Granworth,  Kin  gad  own,  and  Brougham,  held  that 
the  plaintiff  had  no  right  of  action :  for,  said  Lord  Chelmsford, 
"  Before  the  plaintiff  can  question  the  act  of  the  defendant,  or 
"  discuss  with  him  the  reasonableness  of  the  claim  to  appro- 
"  priate  this  underground  water  for  these  purposes  (whatever 
"  they  may  be),  he  must  first  establish  his  own  right  to  have 
"  it  pass  freely  to  his  mill,  subject  only  to  the  qualified  and 
"  restricted  use  of  it  to  which  each  owner  may  be  entitled, 
"  through  whose  land  it  may  make  its  way.  It  seems  to  me 
"  that  both  principle  and  authority  are  opposed  to  such  a  right. 
"  The  law  as  to  water  flowing  in  a  certain  and  definite  channel 
"  has  been  conclusively  settled  by  a  series  of  decisions,  in  which 
"  the  whole  subject  has  been  very  fully  and  satisfactorily 
"  considered,  and  the  relative  rights  and  duties  of  riparian 
"  proprietors  have  been  carefully  adjusted  and  established.  The 
"  principle  of  these  decisions  appears  to  me  to  be  applicable  to 
"  all  water  flowing  in  a  certain  and  defined  course,  whether  in 
"  an  open  visible  stream  or  in  a  known  subterranean  channel; 
"  and  I  agree  with  the  observation  of  Pollock,  C.  B.,  in  Dickenson 
"  v.  Grand  Junction  Canal  Co.,2  that,  '  If  the  course  of  a  subter- 
"  *  ranean  stream  were  well  known,  as  is  the  case  with  many 
"  '  which  sink  underground,  pursue  for  a  short  space  a  sub- 
"  *  terranean  course,  and  then  emerge  again,  it  never  could  be 
"  '  contended  that  the  owner  of  the  soil,  under  which  the  stream 
"  '  flowed,  could  not  maintain  an  action  for  the  diversion  of  it,  if 
"  '  it  took  place  under  such  circumstances  as  would  have  enabled 
"  '  him  to  recover  had  the  stream  been  wholly  above  ground.'3 
"  But  it  appears  to  me  that  the  principles  which  apply  to  flowing 
"  water  in  streams  or  rivers,  the  right  to  the  flow  of  which,  in 
"  its  natural  state,  is  incident  to  the  property  through  which  it 

1  See  remarks  on  Lord  Wensleydale's         3  See  observations  on  this  case  by 
judgment  in  this  case  per  Lord  Watson,      Palles,  C.  B.,  in  the  Irish  case  of  Ewart 

-in   "Bradford   Corporation  v.   Pickle*.      v.  Belfast  Guardians,  9  L.  R.,  Ir.  172, 
(1895)  App.  Cas.  589,  at  p.  597.  poet,  p.  198. 

2  7  Ex.  300,  301. 
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passes,  are  wholly  inapplicable  to  water  percolating  through 
underground  strata,  which  has  no  certain  course,  no  defined 
limits,  but  which  oozes  through  the  soil  in  every  direction  in 
which  the  rain  penetrates.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  deter- 
mining the  rights  of  the  different  proprietors  to  the  usufruct 
of  the  water  in  a  running  stream.  Whether  it  has  been 
increased  by  floods,  or  diminished  by  drought,  it  flows  on  in 
the  same  ascertained  course,  and  the  use  which  every  owner 
may  claim  is  only  of  the  water  which  has  entered  into  and 
become  a  part  of  the  stream.  But  the  right  to  percolating 
underground  water  is  necessarily  of  a  very  uncertain  descrip- 
tion. When  does  this  right  commence?  Before  or  after  the 
rain  has  found  its  way  to  the  ground  ?  If  the  owner  of  land, 
through  which  the  water  filters,  cannot  intercept  it  in  its 
progress,  can  he  prevent  its  descending  to  the  earth  at  all,  by 
catching  it  in  tanks  or  cisterns  ?  And  how  far  will  the  right 
to  this  water  supply  extend?  In  this  case  the  water,  which 
ultimately  finds  its  way  to  the  River  Wandle,  is  strained 
through  the  soil  of  several  thousand  acres — are  the  most 
distant  landowners,  as  well  as  the  adjacent  ones,  to  be  bound 
at  their  peril  to  take  care  to  use  their  lands  so  as  not  to 
interrupt  the  oozing  of  the  water  through  the  soil,  to  a  greater 
extent  than  shall  be  necessary  for  their  own  actual  wants? 
For  with  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge  I  do  not  see  here  '  how  the 
'  ignorance '  which  the  landowner  has  of  the  course  of  the 
springs  below  the  surface,  of  the  changes  they  undergo,  and 
of  the  date  of  their  commencement,  '  is  material  in  respect  of  a 
'  right  which  does  not  grow  out  of  the  assent  or  acquiescence 
1  of  the  landowner,  as  in  the  case  of  a  servitude,  but  of  the 
'  nature  of  the  thing  itself.1 1  This  distinction  between  water 
flowing  in  a  definite  channel,  and  water,  whether  above  or 
underground,  not  flowing  in  a  stream  at  all,  but  either  draining 
off  the  surface  of  the  land,  or  oozing  through  the  underground 
soil  in  varying  quantities,  and  in  uncertain  directions,  depending 
on  the  variations  of  the  atmosphere,  appears  to  be  well  settled 
by  the  cases  cited  in  argument."  The  learned  lord  goes  on  to 
cite  Broadbent  v.  Ramsboiham*  Raxcstron  v.  Taylor?  and  Acton  v. 
Blundell*  and  continues :  "  Against  this  concurrence  of  autho- 
"  rity,  what  is  there  to  be  offered  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff  but 


1  2  H.  &  N.  191. 

*  11  Ex.  602  ;  25  L.  J.,  Ex.  115. 

L.W. 


8  11  Ex.  353  ;  15  L.  J.,  Ex.  33. 
M2M.&  W.  324  ;  13  L.  J„  Ex.  289. 
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"  the  nisi  prius  case  of  Balston  v.  Bensted,1  and  the  case  of 
"  Dickenson  v.  Grand  Junction  Canal  ?s  With  respect  to  Balston 
"  v.  Bensted,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  question  of  the  right  to 
' '  water  percolating  through  the  strata,  as  contradistinguished 
"  from  water  flowing  in  a  visible  stream,  was  ever  presented 
"  to  Lord  Ellenborough's  mind.  With  respect  to  the  case  of 
"  Dickenson  v.  Grand  Junction  Canal,  upon  which  the  plaintiff 
"  also  relied,  after  the  observations  made  upon  it  by  Mr.  Justice 
"  Cresswell  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber,8  and  by  Mr.  Justice 
"  Wightman  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  judges  to  this 
"  House,4  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  more,  than  that  I 
"  entirely  agree  with  them,  and  think  that  it  can  hardly  be 
"  regarded  as  a  satisfactory  decision  upon  the  point  under  con- 
"  si  deration.  It  appears  to  me  that  reason  and  principle,  as 
"  well  as  authority,  are  opposed  to  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff  to 
"  maintain  an  action  for  the  interception  of  the  underground 
"  water,  which  would  have  ultimately  found  its  way  into  the 
"  River  Wandle ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  judgment  of  the 
"  Exchequer  Chamber  ought  to  be  affirmed." 
Beg.  v.  Metro  Following  this  decision,  it  has  been  held  in  Reg.  v.  Metropolitan 
1}?Worlumrd  ^oar^  °f  Wvrks* that  a  landowner  was  not  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion under  the  Metropolitan  Sewers  Act  (11  d  12  Vict.  c.  112),  for 
the  abstraction  of  water  from  underground  springs,  which  rose 
in  his  lands  and  fed  his  ponds,  by  a  sewer  made  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act,  in  neighbouring  lands. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  founded  on  the  principle  that 
where  compensation  is  given  for  damages  done  from  works 
authorized  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  such  compensation  can 
only  be  claimed  where  the  damage  would  have  been  ground  of 
action  if  arising  from  the  act  of  a  private  individual,  and  that  as 
the  abstraction  of  underground  percolating  water  was  not  action- 
able, compensation  could  not  be  claimed.  Cockburn,  C.  J., 
dissented  from  this  judgment  on  the  ground  that  under  the  50th 
section  of  the  Act,  which  provided  that  compensation  should  be 
given  "  where  any  work  shall  interfere  with  or  prejudicially 
"affect  any  ancient  mill  or  any  right  connected  therewith,  or 
"other  right  to  the  use  of  water,"  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
compensation ;  for  though  he  might  have  no  legal  right  to  the 

i  1  Camp.  463.  *  7  H.  L.  369. 

*  7  Ex.  282.  »  3  B.  &  S.  710  ;  9  Jar.,  N.  S.  1008 ; 

»  2  H.  &  N.  168.  32  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  105. 
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water  till  it  had  risen  into  the  pond,  the  defendants  by  preventing 
the  water  from  rising  and  becoming  the  subject  of  legal  right, 
had  prejudicially  affected  the  plaintiff's  right  to  it. 

Following  this  case,  the  Irish  Court  of  Appeal  has  held  that 
underground  water  not  flowing  in  a  known  channel  is  not  the 
subject  of  property  or  capable  of  being  granted.1 

So  in  Brain  v.  Marfettf  where  defendant  sold  to  plaintiff  a  well, 
and  the  right  of  conveying  water  therefrom  through  defendant's 
land  without  interruption  or  disturbance,  the  Court  of  Appeal 
held  that  defendant  had  only  conveyed  the  flow  of  the  water  after 
it  had  risen  in  the  well,  and  that  no  action  would  lie  for  the 
interception  of  percolating  water  before  it  reached  the  well. 

So  the  Privy  Council3  has  held  that  where  a  landowner  has 
granted  the  surface  to  another,  retaining  the  mines  beneath  it,  the 
mine-owner  is  not  responsible  in  the  absence  of  express  agreement,4 
if  in  working  the  mines  he  drains  the  water  from  the  surface. 

In  the  case  of  Bradford  Corporation  v.  Pickles,*  the  House  of 
Lords,  agreeing  with  Chasemwe  v.  Richards,  decided  that  where  a 
statute  provides  that  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  a  person  other  than 
a  company  authorized  to  supply  water  to  a  town  to  "  divert,  alter, 
"or  appropriate  in  any  manner  other  than  by  law  they  may  be 
"  legally  entitled,"  water  flowing  from  particular  springs,  the 
object  of  the  statute  is  to  give  protection  to  the  supply  of  water 
acquired  by  the  company,  and  not  to  prevent  a  neighbouring 
landowner  from  making  a  legitimate  use  of  water  running  from 
or  percolating  through  his  land  before  it  reaches  the  company's 
supply  and  becomes  part  of  their  undertaking. 

In  the  case  of  M'Nab  v.  Robertson*  a  lessor  demised  by  lease 
a  distillery,  cottages,  thirteen  and  a  half  acres  of  land,  with  two 
ponds,  "  together  with  right  to  the  water  in  the  said  ponds  and 
"  in  the  streams  leading  thereto."  The  lease  also  contained  the 
usual  warrandice  clause.  The  lessor  sank  a  tank  on  ground 
outside  but  adjoining  the  demised  subjects,  and  drew  off  from 
marshy  ground  percolating  water  which  would  have  found  its 
way  eventually  into  one  of  the  ponds.  The  House  of  Lords  held 
(Lord  Halsbury,  L.  C,  dissenting),  affirming  the  decision  of  the 
Second  Division  of  the  Court  of  Session,  that  water  percolating 

1  Eicart  v.  Belfast  Piwr  Law  Guar-  658. 
dians,  9  L.  RM  Ir.  172,  pott ;  p.  198.  *  As  to  effect  of  express  agreement, 

3  41  L.  T.,  N.  S.  455.  seeywwrf,  pp.  210  et  *cq. 

*  Bulla  cork'i  nth  Co.  v.  Harrison,  L.  R.,  *  (1895),  App.  Cas.  587. 

5  P.  C.  49  ;  43  L.  J.  P.  C.  19  ;   29  L.  T.  •  (1897),  App.  Cas.,  H.  L.  Sc.  129. 
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through  the  ground  towards  the  pond  was  not  water  in  any  stream 
leading  to  the  pond :  it  was  held  secondly,  by  the  whole  House, 
that  assuming  an  implied  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  lessor  not  to 
diminish  the  water  supply  to  the  ponds,  there  had  been  no  breach.1 

It  has,  moreover,  been  decided  that  where  water  which  has 
actually  percolated  into,  and  is  in  a  well,  has  been  abstracted  by 
operations  in  the  adjoining  land,  no  action  will  lie.2    Thus,  in 
the  New  River  Co.  v.  Johnson?  where  a  well  of  the  respondent 
was  drained  by  a  sewer  constructed  by  the  appellants  under  a 
local  Act  incorporating  the  Waterworks  Clauses  Act,  10  JtW  Vict. 
c.  17,  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  held  that  as  on  the  authority 
of  Acton  v.  Blundell?  and  Chasemore  v.  Richards?  no  action  would 
have  lain  for  what  was  done,  the  statute  gave  the  respondent  no 
right  to  compensation.     Crompton,  J.,  says,  "  The  only  matter 
"  about  which  there  could  reasonably  be  any  doubt  is  whether, 
"  but  for  the  Act  of  Parliament  giving  the  appellants  power  to 
"  construct  their  works,  the  respondent  would  have  had  a  good 
"  cause  of  action  against  them  for  abstracting  from  the  well 
"  water  which  had  already  percolated  into  it.     Had  this  been 
"  a  case  of  water  running  in  a  defined  stream,  I  should  have 
"  been  sorry  to  give  a  positive  opinion  that  the  abstraction  of  it 
"  might  not  have  afforded  her  a  cause  of  action.     There  may  be 
"  some  distinction  between  such  a  case  and  the  present  one,  of 
"  water  merely  percolating  ;  as  to  which  Acton  v.  Blundell*  shows 
"  conclusively  that  no  action  will  lie,  and  that  the  only  remedy 
"  of  the   owner  of  a  well,  from  which   such  water   has  been 
"  abstracted,  is  to  sink  the  well  deeper.     That  is  a  decision  of 
"  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber  of  great  authority ;  and  the 
"  case  of  Dickenson  v.  Grand  Junction  Canal,  in  the  Court  of 
"  Exchequer,6  not  only  does  not  and  could  not  overrule  it,  but 
"  is  itself  virtually  overruled  by  the  judgment  of  the  House  of 
"  Lords  in  Chasemore  v.  Richards? in  which  Acton  v.  BlundeU*is 
"  approved  and  acted  upon." 

In  conformity  with  the  doubt  expressed  by  Crompton,  J.,  it 
has  been  held  by  Lord  Hatherley,  L.  C,  in  Grand  Junction 
Canal  v.  Shiif/ar?  that  although  a  landowner  will  not,  in  general, 


1  For  Lord  Watson's  definition  of  a 
"  stream  "  in  this  case  see  ante,  p.  59. 

2  A  local  authority  has  no  right  to 
authorize  a  stranger  to  take  water  from 
a  public  well  for  commercial  purposes. 
Per  Byrne,  J.,  in  Mvstyn  v.  Atheiion, 
pott,  p.  197. 


3  2  El.  k  Bl.  435  ;  29  L.  J..  M.  C.  93 ; 
1  L.  T.  295. 

4  12  M.  &  W.  324. 

*  7H.  L.  349;  29  L.  J.  Ex.81. 

6  7  Ex.  282. 

'  L.  R.,  6  Ch.  483 ;  24  L.  T.  402. 
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be  restrained  from  drawing  off  the  subterranean  waters  in  the 
adjoining  land,  yet  he  will  be  restrained  if,  in  so  doing,  he  draws 
off  water  flowing  in  a  defined  surface  channel  through  the 
adjoining  land.  Lord  Hatherley  Bays,  "  The  point  most  closely 
pressed  on  me  by  Mr.  Eddis  and  Mr.  Lindley  was  this — how 
can  you  distinguish  the  case  of  a  well  where  the  water  has 
been  secured,  from  the  case  of  running  water?  That  is 
answered  at  once  by  the  decision  in  the  caBe  of  Cliasemore  v. 
Richards,  and  the  distinction  is  plain.  If  you  are  simply 
using  what  you  have  a  right  to  use,  and  leaving  your  neigh- 
bour to  use  the  rest  of  the  water  as  it  flows  on,  you  are  entitled 
to  do  so ;  but  you  must  not  appropriate  that  which  you  have 
no  right  to  appropriate  to  yourself.  In  this  case  there  is,  ex 
concessit,  a  defined  channel  in  which  this  water  was  flowing, 
and  I  think  the  evidence  is  clear  that  some  of  it  is  withdrawn 
by  the  drain  which  the  local  board  have  made.  As  far  as 
regards  the  support  of  the  water,  all  one  can  say  is  this  :  I  do 
not  think  Cliasemore  v.  Ricliards,  or  any  other  case,  has  decided 
more  than  this,  that  you  have  a  right  to  all  the  water  which 
you  can  draw  from  the  different  sources  which  may  percolate 
underground ;  but  that  has  no  bearing  at  all  on  what  you  may 
do  with  regard  to  water  which  is  in  a  defined  channel,  and 
which  you  are  not  to  touch.  If  you  cannot  get  at  the  under- 
ground water  without  touching  the  water  in  a  defined  channel, 
I  think  you  cannot  get  at  it  at  all.  You  are  not  by  your 
operations,  or  by  any  act  of  yours,  to  diminish  the  water  which 
runs  in  this  defined  channel,  because  that  is  not  only  for 
yourself,  but  for  your  neighbours  also,  who  have  a  clear  right 
to  use  it,  and  have  it  come  to  them  unimpaired  in  quality  and 
undiminished  in  quantity."1  This  right  is  not  affected  by  the 
fact  that  at  some  remote  period  the  source  of  the  spring  has  been 
built  round  and  formed  into  a  well  in  order  to  improve  its  mode 
of  issuing  from  the  earth,  thus  making  an  artificial  channel  for 
a  short  distance.9 

From  a  consideration  of  the  above  cases,  it  seems  that  water  Water 
in  a  defined  and  known  underground  channel  is  placed  on  the  defined111 

1  As  to  rights  and  liabilities  of  mine       Canal  v.  Dudley,  7  H.  &  N.  989  ;  Dunn   channel?011 


"  owners  with  regard  to  water,  see  ante,      v.  Birmingham,  L.  R.,  8  Q.  B.  42,  port, 

eq.;   and  as  to  canals,  6ee      Chap.  V.,  pp.  281 — 294  ;  and  Midla 
Stourbridge  Canal  v.  Dudley,  30  L.  J.,       Riy.  v.  Cfteckley,  L.  R.t  4  Eq.   19 ;  26 


pp.  138  i-t  tea.;   and  as  to  canals,  6ee  Chap.  V.,  pp.  281—294  ;  and  Midland 

Stourbridge  Canal  v.  Dudley,  30  L.  J.,  Riy.  v.  Cfteckley 

Q.  B.  108 ;  Dudley  Canal  v.  Grazebrook,  L.  J.,  C.  P.  386. 

1  B.  &  A.  59 ;  35  R.  R.  212 ;  Cromford  *  Mortyn  v.  Atlwrton,  (1899) 

Canal  v.  Cutts,o  R.  C.  442 ;  Birmingham  360 ;  68  L.  J.  629  ;  81  L.  T.  356. 
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same  basis  as  water  in  a  defined  surface  channel.1  "  I  see  no 
"  reason,"  says  Lord  Watson,2  "  to  doubt  that  a  subterranean 
"  flow  of  water  may  in  some  circumstances  possess  the  very  same 
"  characteristics  as  a  body  of  water  running  on  the  surface."  It 
has  been,  however,  held  in  the  Irish  case  of  Etcart  v.  Belfast 
Guardians*  that  the  principle  of  Chasemore  v.  Richards  as  to 
percolating  water  applies  to  water  flowing  subterraneously  in  a 
channel  which  was  and  by  excavation  could  have  been  ascertained 
to  be  defined,  if  such  channel  is  not  actually  known.  Palles,  C.  B., 
in  his  judgment  quotes  the  judgment  of  Lord  Cranworth  in 
Chasemore  v.  Richards,  as  follows :  "  The  right  to  running  water 
"  has  always  been  properly  described  as  a  natural  right  just  like 
"  the  right  to  the  air  we  breathe.  They  are  the  gifts  of  nature, 
"  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  appropriate  them.  There  is  no 
"  difficulty  in  enforcing  that  right,  because  miming  water  is 
"  something  visible,  and  no  one  can  interrupt  it  without  knowing 
"whether  he  does  or  does  not  do  injury  to  those  who  are  above  or 
"  below  him.  But  if  the  doctrine  were  to  be  applied  to  water 
"  merely  percolating,  as  it  is  said,  through  the  soil,  and  eventually 
"  reaching  some  stream,  it  would  always  be  a  matter  that  would 
"  require  the  evidence  of  scientific  men  to  state  whether  or  not 
"  there  had  been  interruption,  and  whether  or  not  there  had 
"  been  injury.  It  is  a  process  of  nature  not  apparent,  and  there- 
"fore  such  percolating  water  has  not  received  the  protection 
"  which  water  running  in  a  natural  channel  on  the  surface  has 
"  always  received.  If  the  argument  of  the  plaintiff  were  adopted, 
"  the  consequence  would  be  that  every  well  ever  sunk  would  have 
"  given  rise,  or  might  give  rise,  to  an  action."  "All  this  reasoning," 
continues  the  learned  C.  B.,  "  applies  equally  well  to  the  present 
"  case.  Here,  too,  the  evidence  of  scientific  men  is  necessary,  and 
"  has  been  largely  resorted  to.  If  the  doctrine  contended  for  here 
"  were  true,  the  sinking  of  any  well  might  give  rise  to  an  action. 
"  It  might  interfere  with  an  unknown  subterranean  stream." 

In  the  subsequent  Irish  case  of  Black  v.  BatlymenajCommis- 
sioners*  a  "  defined  "  channel  is  said  to  mean  "  a  contracted  and 
"  bounded  channel,  although  the  course  of  the  stream  may  be  un- 
"  defined  by  human  knowledge  ;  "  and  "  known  "  is  said  to  mean 
"  the  knowledge  by  reasonable  inference  from  existing  and 
"  observed  facts  in  the  natural  or  pre-existing  condition  of  the 

1  See  Cliasevwre  v.  Richards,  ante,      H.  L.  Sc.  129. 
p.  191.  *  9  L.  R.,  Ir.  172. 

8  M'Nabv.  Bobertttm,  (1897)  App.  Cas.  <  17  L.  R.,  Ir.  457. 
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"  surface  of  the  ground,"  and  not  to  be  synonymous  with  "visible," 
nor  is  it  restricted  to  knowledge  derived  from  exposure  of  the 
channel  by  excavation. 

As  to  Ewart  v.  Belfast  Poor  Law  Guardians,1  "which,"  the 
Vice-Chancellor  observes,  "approaches  much  more  closely  to 
"the  present  case  than  the  others  which  have  been  referred 
"to;  it  decides  that  in  order  to  apply  the  rule  as  to  riparian 
"  rights  to  subterranean  water,  it  must  flow  not  only  in  a  defined 
"  channel  but  in  a  known  channel,  giving  to  the  word  *  known ' 
"  a  sense  beyond  what  is  conveyed  by  the  word  '  defined.'  In 
"  that  case  the  water  had  not  in  any  case  flowed  in  a  surface 
"  stream  in  a  defined  channel.  It  was  only  discovered  by  deep 
"excavations  made  in  the  land  under  which  the  water  flowed, 
"  and  even  then  it  was  a  matter  of  controversy  and  doubt 
"  whether  there  was  any  defined  channel,  as  to  which  the  experts 
"examined  on  each  side,  as  usual,  expressed  opposite  opinions."8 

An  owner  of  land  has,  on  the  same  principle  as  governs  the  Support  from 
foregoing  cases,  no  right  at  common  law  to  the  support  of  water?*1161111 
subterranean  water. 

In  Popplewell  v.  Hodgkinson*  the  owner  of  land  granted  to 
him  for  building  purposes,  subject  to  a  chief  rent,  granted  a 
portion  of  it  to  the  plaintiff,  subject  to  a  similar  rent,  and  sub- 
sequently granted  the  remaining  adjoining  portion  to  certain 
trustees  for  erecting  a  church.  The  defendant,  a  builder  employed 
by  the  trustees,  by  necessary  excavations  drained  the  land  of  the 
plaintiff,  so  that  the  soil  subsided,  and  certain  cottages  thereon 
became  thereby  cracked  and  damaged.  The  Court  of  Exchequer 
Chamber  held,  affirming  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
that  the  plaintiff  had  no  right  of  action.  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  says, 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court :  "  Although  there  is  no 
"  doubt  that  a  man  has  no  right  to  withdraw  from  his  neighbour 
"  the  support  of  adjacent  soil,  there  is  nothing  at  common  law 
"  to  prevent  his  draining  the  soil,  if  for  any  reason  it  becomes 
"  necessary  or  convenient  for  him  to  do  so.  It  may  be,  indeed, 
"  that  where  one  grants  land  to  another  for  some  special  pur- 
"  pose, — for  building  purposes,  for  example, — then,  since  accord- 
"  ing  to  the  old  maxim  a  man  cannot  derogate  from  his  own  grant, 
"  the  grantor  could  not  do  anything  whatever  with  his  own  land 

1  9  L.  R.,  Ir.  172.  »  L.  R.,  4  Ex.  248  ;  38  L.  J.,  Ex.  126  ; 

*  See  further  as  to  conveyances  of      17  W.  K.  806  (Ex.  Ch.). 
percolating  water,  post,  pp.  210  et  seq. 
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"  which  might  have  the  effect  of  rendering  the  land  granted  less  fit 
"  for  the  special  purpose  in  question  than  it  otherwise  might  have 
"  been."  His  Lordship  goes  on  to  say  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
present  case  from  which  an  implied  condition  could  be  inferred  to 
prevent  the  defendant  using  his  land  in  the  ordinary  manner. 

So  in  Elliot  v.  AT.  E.  Rail.  Co.,1  it  has  been  held  by  the  House 
of  Lords  that,  where  the  owner  of  an  accidentally  drowned  mine 
sold  land  to  a  railway  company  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  bridge 
under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  reserving  to  him  the  right  to  work  the 
minerals,  provided  no  damage  was  done  thereby  to  the  railway,  and 
the  land  sold  derived  additional  support  from  the  water  in  the 
mine,  the  railway  company  was  not  entitled  to  an  injunction  to 
restrain  the  mine  owner  from  draining  the  mine  in  the  ordinary 
way,  and  restoring  it  to  a  working  condition,  although  the  mine 
had  been  in  a  drowned  state  and  abandoned  for  forty  years.9 
PoUution  of  Although  no  action  will  lie  for  the  diversion  or  abstraction  of 
water.*  percolating  water,  the  law  is  otherwise  with  regard  to  its  pollu- 

tion. The  principle  on  which  this  distinction  rests  is  expressed 
by  the  maxim,  "  Sic  utcre  tuo  ut  alunum  non  lada*." 

In  the  case  of  Hodgkinson  v.  Ennor*  the  plaintiff  owned  a 
mill,  and  proved  an  immemorial  right  to  the  pure  flow  of  a  stream 
from  a  natural  cavern  into  which  rain  water  ran  by  underground 
passages.  The  defendant,  the  owner  of  land  on  a  hill  above 
the  cavern,  and  in  the  process  of  lead  working,  discharged 
polluted  water  from  pits  through  drains  and  natural  rents  in  the 
rock  into  the  aforesaid  cavern.  It  was  argued  for  defendant  that 
he  had  a  right  to  work  his  mines  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  that, 
on  the  authority  of  Chasemore  v.  Richards,  no  action  would  lie 
for  any  interference  with  underground  percolating  water;  at 
least,  unless  an  indictable  nuisance  was  created.  The  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  held,  however,  that  the  plaintiff  had  a  cause  of 
action.  Blackburn,  J. :  "  I  take  the  law  to  be  as  stated  in  Tenant 
"  v.  Goldwin*  that  you  must  not  injure  the  property  of  your  neigh - 
"  bour,  and  that,  consequently,  if  filth  is  created  on  any  man's 
"  land,  then,  in  the  quaint  language  of  the  Report  in  Salk.  861, 
"  '  he  whose  dirt  it  is,  must  keep  it  that  it  may  not  trespass.'  " 

1  10  H.  L.  Cas.  333 ;  29  L.  J.,  Ch.  308.  Swindell,  7H.&N.  980,  n. 

See  also  Ear  I  Ripon  v.  Ilobart,  3  Myl.  &  *  For  cases  relating  to  support  under 

K.  169  ;  41  R.  R.  40  ;  Dudley  Canal  v.  Canal  Acts,  see  pott ,  pp.  281  et  teq. 

Graztbrook,  1  B.  &  A.  59  ;  35  R.  R.  212 ;  MB.&B.  229  ;  32  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  231  ; 

Stourbridge  Canal  v.  Dudley,  30  L.  J.,  8  L.  T.  451. 

Q.B.108  ;  Birmingham  Canalv. Dudley,  <  2  Ld.  Raym.  1089;   Salk.  21,  360  ; 

7  H.  &  N.  969 ;  Birmingham  Canal  v.  6  Mod.  311  ;  Holt,  500. 
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So,  in  Womersley  v.  Church,1  Lord  Romilly,  M.  R,  granted 
an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendant  from  deepening  his 
cesspool,  so  as  to  cause  polluting  matter  to  percolate  through 
the  soil,  and  foul  the  plaintiff's  well.  The  cases  of  Magor  v. 
Chadwick,2  and  Wood  v.  Waud*  also  draw  distinction  between 
the  right  to  divert  and  the  right  to  pollute  water  arising  from 
temporary  causes. 

This  question  was  thoroughly  discussed  in  the  case  of  Ballard  Ballard  ▼. 
v.  Tomiinson,4  where  the  Court  of  Appeal  laid  down  that  no  one  om  tnson' 
has  a  right  to  use  his  own  land  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  a 
nuisance  to  his  neighbour,  and  therefore,  if  a  man  puts  filth  or 
poisonous  matter  on  his  land,  he  must  take  care  that  it  does  not 
escape  so  as  to  poison  water  which  his  neighbour  has  a  right 
to  use,  although  his  neighbour  may  have  no  property  in  such 
water  at  the  time  it  is  fouled. 

The  plaintiff  and  defendant  were  adjoining  landowners,  and  had 
each  a  deep  well  on  his  own  land,  the  plaintiff's  being  at  a  lower 
level  than  the  defendant's.  The  defendant  turned  sewage  from 
his  house  into  his  well,  and  thus  polluted  the  water  that  perco- 
lated underground  from  the  defendant's  to  the  plaintiff's  land, 
and  consequently  the  water  which  came  into  the  plaintiff's  well 
from  such  percolating  water  when  he  used  his  well  by  pumping, 
came  adulterated  with  the  sewage  from  the  defendant's  well. 
The  Court  held  (reversing  the  decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Pearson6) 
that  the  plaintiff  had  a  right  of  action  against  the  defendant  for 
so  polluting  the  source  of  supply,  although  until  the  plaintiff 
had  appropriated  it,  he  had  no  property  in  the  percolating  water 
under  his  land,  and  although  he  had  appropriated  such  water  by 
the  artificial  means  of  pumping. 

It  was  argued  for  the  defendants  by  the  Solicitor-General  (Sir 
F.  Herschell)  that  the  plaintiff  had  no  case  :  first,  because  the 
defendants  did  not  pollute  any  water  in  which  the  plaintiff  had 
any  property ;  and  secondly,  because  the  act  complained  of  was 
done  by  the  defendants  on  their  own  land,  as  they  had  a  right  to 
do,  and  nothing  obnoxious  would  have  passed  to  the  plaintiff's  well 
but  for  the  act  of  the  plaintiff  himself.  As  the  water  percolates 
underground  and  does  not  flow  in  a  defined  channel,  no  one 
has  any  property  in  it  {Chasemore  v.  Richards,  7  H.  L.  C.  849). 

>  17  L.  T.,  N.  S.  190.  *  29  Ch.  D.  115  ;  64  L.  J.,  Ch.  404  ; 

2  11  A.  &  E.  571  ;  9  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  159.  52  L.  T.  942. 

3  3  Ex.  748;  18L.  J., Ex.305.  Seealso  *  26  Ch.  D.  194. 
Sutcliffe  v.  Booth,  32  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  136. 
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In  answer  to  this,  Brett,-  M.  B.,  says  : x— "  The  nearest  case  to 
'  the  present  I  take  to  be  the  case  of  Womersley  v.  Church}  I 
4  think  that  that  case  does  show  that  the  first  proposition  of  the 
'  Solicitor-General  is  wrong,  but  I  do  not  think  that  it  governs 
*  the  second  point  taken  by  him,  I  think  that  second  point  is 
'  partly  noticed  in  the  case  of  Whcdey  v.  Laing*  but  it  does  not  in 
"  my  opinion  want  any  authority.  I  disagree  with  the  decision 
;  of  Mr.  Justice  Pearson  on  this  ground,  that  although  nobody 
has  any  property  in  the  percolating  water,  yet  such  water  is  a 
common  source  which  everybody  has  a  right  to  appropriate, 
and  that,  therefore,  no  one  is  justified  in  injuring  the  right 
of  appropriation  which  everybody  else  has."     Cotton,  L.  J., 


.i  « 


iys:x  **I  also  am  of  opinion  that  the  decision  appealed  from 
is  erroneous.  As  I  understand  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Justice 
Pearson  on  the  first  point,  namely,  that  this  was  underground 
water  in  an  indefinite  channel,  he  thought  that  his  decision  was 
a  necessary  consequence  of  Chasemore  v.  Richards.  Now  Chase- 
more  v.  Richards  4  simply  decided  this,  as  I  understand  it,  that 
every  man  has  a  right  to  take  all  the  underground  water  (by 
which  I  mean  water  going  in  no  definite  channel)  which  he  can 
find  in  his  own  land,  notwithstanding  that  the  effect  of  his  doing 
so  may  be  that  his  neighbour  will  have  no  underground  water 
in  his  own  land,  or  that  the  stream  which  he  owns  will  be 
diminished  in  consequence  of  the  underground  water  which  has 
been  so  appropriated  not  coming  into  that  stream.  That  in  no 
way  decides  the  present  case.  .  .  .  All  that  the  House  of 
Lords  decided  was  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  complain  of  a 
defendant  exercising  that  natural  right  in  taking  the  water 
hi;h  for  the  time  being  was  under  his  own  soil.  But  here 
the  defendants  are  not  doing  that,  but  are  simply  putting  filth 
on  their  own  land  in  such  a  way  as  that  it  gets  into  the 
underground  water  in  the  stratum  common  to  themselves  and 
other  persons.  In  my  opinion,  therefore,  it  is  no  necessary 
consequence  of  Chasemore  v.  Richards  4  to  say  here  the  plaintiff 
cannot  complain  of  the  act  of  the  defendants." 
Lindley,  L.  J.,  after  stating  that  the  question  decided  in  Acton 
v.  Blundell,*  and  Chasemore  v.  Richardsf4  was  "  the  right  of  a  land- 
"  owner  to  remove  underground  water  from  his  own  land  when 


1  29  Ch.  D.,  at  p.  122. 

2  17  L.  T.,  N.  8.  190. 

»  2  H.  &  N.  476  ;  3  H.  &  N.  675,  901. 


*  7  H.  L.  C.  349. 
8  12  M.  &  W.  324. 
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"  that  water  did  not  flow  in  any  visible  defined  channel  *'  and 
discussing  these  decisions,  says :  *  "  The  right  to  foul  water  is  not 
"  the  same  as  the  right  to  get  it,  and  in  my  opinion  does  not  depend 
"  on  the  same  principles.  Primd  facie  every  man  has  a  right  to 
"  get  from  his  own  land  water  which  is  naturally  found  there,  but 
"  it  frequently  happens  that  he  cannot  do  this  without  diminish- 
"ing  his  neighbour's  supply.  In  such  a  case  a  man  must 
"  submit  to  the  inconvenience.  But  primd  facie  no  man  has  a 
"  right  to  use  his  own  land  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  a  nuisance 
"  to  his  neighbour,  and  whether  the  nuisance  is  effected  by 
"  sending  filth  on  his  neighbour's  land,  or  by  putting  poisonous 
"matter  on  his  own  land  and  allowing  it  to  escape  on  his 
"neighbour's  land,  or  whether  the  nuisance  is  effected  by 
"  poisoning  the  air  which  his  neighbour  breathes,  or  the  water 
"  which  he  drinks,  appears  to  me  wholly  immaterial.  If  a  man 
"  chooses  to  put  filth  on  his  own  land  he  must  take  care  not  to 
"let  it  escape  on  to  his  neighbour's  land,  Tenant  v.  Goldicin 
"  (1  Salk.  21, 860),  and  not  to  let  it  poison  the  air  which  reaches 
"it;  Comyns'  Dig.  (Action  on  the  Case  for  Nuisance,  A).  So, 
"  if  a  man  chooses  to  poison  his  own  well,  he  must  take  care  not 
"  to  poison  waters  which  other  persons  have  a  right  to  use  as 
"  much  as  himself." 2 

1  29  Ch.  D.,  at  p.  126.  3  H.  &  N.  675  ;  Crottley  v.  Light owler, 

*  The  decisions  as  to  the  pollution  of  L.  R.,  S  Ch.  478  ;  Wood  v.  Wand,  3  Ex. 

water  in  which  the  person  complaining  748  ;  Ormerod  v.  Todtmrrden  Mill  Co., 

has  no  legal  "  property  "  are  very  con-  11  Q.  B.  D.  155,  and  ante  pp.  127,  et  seq., 

fiicting.     See  Stockport  Water    Co.  v.  and  161  et  seq.,  where  the  question  is 

Potter,  3  H.  &  C.  300  ;  Whaley  v.  La  inq,  discussed. 
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CHAPER  IV. 

OF  ACQUIRED  RIGHTS  OF  WATER,  AND  THE   EASEMENT 

OF  WATERCOURSE. 

Acquired  In  addition  to  the  natural  right  to  receive  flowing  water  in  its 

water  termed  accustomed  course,  rights,  the  object  of  which  is  to  interfere 
with  the  natural  course  of  the  stream,  may  be  acquired  over  a 
stream  flowing  through  a  man's  land  or  through  his  neighbour's 
land.  Thus  a  right  may  be  acquired  to  throw  back  upon  the 
land  of  proprietors  higher  up  the  stream  the  water  which,  unless 
so  reflected,  would  by  the  force  of  gravity  pass  from  it ;  or  to 
discharge  the  water  upon  the  land  lying  lower  down  the  stream 
either  injured  in  quality,  or  with  a  degree  of  force  greater  or  less 
than  the  natural  current.1 

Such  acquired  rights  are  termed  easements. 

An  easement  may  be  defined  as  a  service  or  convenience  which 
one  neighbour  hath,  without  profit  upon,  over,  or  from  any  land 
or  water  of  another.2 

An  easement  (under  which  head  all  acquired  rights  of  water 
are  classed)  differs  from  a  profit  a  prendre,  in  that  the  former  is 
merely  a  right  to  do  some  act  which,  if  done  without  such  right, 
would  be  a  simple  trespass  on  another's  property,  while  a  profit 
a  prendre  carries  with  it  a  right  to  take  and  appropriate  a  portion 
of  the  soil  and  its  produce.3 

Easements  must  be  used  in  connection  with  some  tenement, 
and  cannot,  as  hereditaments,  be  created  or  acquired  in  gross.4 

The  tenement  in  respect  of  which  an  easement  is  used  is 
termed  the  dominant  tenement ;  and  the  tenement  upon,  over, 
or  from  which  it  is  used  is  termed   the  servient   tenement. 


Definition  of 
easement. 


1  Gale  on  Easements,  7th  ed.  by  George 
Cave,  1 899,  p.  250 ;  Sampson  v.  Hoddinot, 
1  C.  B.,  N.  S.  611  ;  26  L.  J.,  C.  P.  148. 

3  Co.  Lit.  19,  20 ;  see  also  Angell  on 
Watercourses,  p.  244  ;  Ilcwlim  v.  Ship- 
pam,  5  B.  &  C.  221  ;  31  R.  R.  757  ; 
Manning  v.  Watdale,  5  A.  &  E.  764  ; 
44  R.  R.  576  ;  llace  v.  Ward,  4  E.  k  B. 
702. 

s  Phear,  Rights  of  Water,  p.  57  ;  Race 
v.  Ward,  4  E.  &  B.  702  ;  24  L.  J.,  Q.  B. 


153  ;  Manning  t.  Watdale,  5  A.  &  E. 
764  ;  44  R.  R.  576 ;  Goodman  v.  Saltash 
Corporation,  7  App.  Cas.  633  ;  Tilbury  v. 
Silra,  45  Ch.  D.  98 ;  62  L.  T.  254. 

4  Ackroyd  v.  Smith,  10  C.  B.  164  ; 
Shuttlewortk  v.  Le  Fleming,  19  C.  B., 
N.  S.  637  :  Hill  v.  Tupper,  2  H.  &  C. 
121  ;  and  see  also  remarks  on  the  last 
case  by  Bramwell,  B.,  in  Nrittcdl  v. 
Bracewell,  L.  R.,  2  Ex.  11 ;  36  L.  J., 
Ex.  1. 
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Considered  with  reference  to  the  servient  tenement,  an  easement 
is  frequently  termed  a  servitude. 

The  easements  relating  to  water  may  be  classified  thus  r1 —         Easement  of 

1.  The  right  to  affect  or  use  the  water  of  a  natural  stream  in 
any  manner  not  justified  by  natural  right — 

(a)  In  quantity ; 

(b)  In  quality. 

2.  The  right  to  conduct  water  across  a  neighbour's  land  by 
an  artificial  watercourse,  and  to  go  on  his  land  for  the  purposes 
of  clearing  it. 

8.  The  right  to  discharge  water  or  other  matter  on  a  neigh- 
bour's land. 

4.  The  right  to  go  on  a  neighbour's  land  to  draw  water  from 
a  well. 

It  is  proposed  to  consider,  first,  how  these  easements  may  be 
acquired ;  and,  secondly,  the  nature,  extent,  and  mode  of 
enjoyment  of  the  above-named  particular  easements  of  water. 

Easements  of  Water,  how  acquired. 

The  origin  of  rights  of  this  kind  is  referred  either  to  express 
contract  between  the  parties,  or  to  a  similar  contract  implied 
from  the  peculiar  relation  of  the  parties  at  the  time  they  became 
possessed  of  their  respective  tenements,  or  from  the  long- 
continued  exercise  of  the  right  from  which  a  previous  contract 
between  them  may  be  inferred  ;2  or  to  the  provisions  of  an  Act 
of  the  legislature.3 

"  A  watercourse,"  says  Woolrych,4  "  may  be  either  a  real  or  an  An  easement 
'  incorporeal  hereditament.     If  by  grant,  prescription,  or  other-  po^i^ght. 
'  wise,  one  should  have  an  easement  of  this  kind  in  the  land  of 
( another  person,  it  would  partake  of  the  latter  quality ;  but  if 

*  the  water  flow  over  the  party's  own  land,  although,  indeed,  it 
( cannot  be  claimed  as  water,  yet  it  is,  in  effect,  identified  with 
'  the  realty,  because  it  passes  over  the  soil,  and  cujus  est  solum, 

*  ejus  est  usque  ad  coelum." 

The  ceremony  required  by  law  for  the  creation  of  easements  By  express 
and  all  other  incorporeal  hereditaments,  is  a  deed,  devise,  or  n&ieement- 
record  ;  and  as  the  same  ceremonies  are  requisite  in  the  transfer 

1  The  acquired  rights  of  fishery  and  *  Per  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  in  Mason  v. 

navigation  are  fully  treated  of  elsewhere ;  Shrewsbury  Railway,  L.  R.,  6  Q.  6. 

see  Chaps.  VI.  and  VII.  637  :  40  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  293  ;  25  L.  T.  239. 

*  Gale  on  Easements,  p.  24.  4  Woolrych,  p.  146. 
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An  easement 
can  only  be 
created  or 
assigned  at 
law  by  deed. 


of  a  right  as  are  requisite  in  its  original  formation,  a  water  right 
as  an  incorporeal  hereditament  can  only  be  assigned  by  deed, 
devise,  or  record.1 

This  point  was  decided  in  Hewlim  v.  Shippam*  where  the 
question  was,  whether  a  right  to  a  drain  running  through  the 
adjoining  land  could  be  conferred  by  a  parol  licence,  and  under 
the  Statute  of  Frauds ;  and  the  Court  held  that  such  an  interest 
could  only  be  created  by  deed. 

Bayley,  J.,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  says :  "  A 
"  right  of  way  or  a  right  of  passage  for  water  (where  it  does  not 
"  create  an  interest  in  land),  is  an  incorporeal  right,  and  stands 
"on  the  same  footing  with  other  incorporeal  rights,  such  as 
"  rights  of  common,  rents,  advowsons,  <fcc.  It  lies  not  in  livery, 
"  but  in  grant,  and  a  freehold  interest  in  it  cannot  be  created  or 
"passed  (even  if  a  chattel  interest  may,  which  I  think  it  cannot), 
"  otherwise  than  by  deed."8 

After  citing  other  cases4  in  support  of  his  opinion,  the  learned 
judge  continues:  "And  in  Fentiman  v.  Smith,* where  the  plaintiff 
"  claimed  to  have  passage  for  water  by  a  tunnel  over  defendant's 
"  land,  Lord  Ellenborough  lays  it  down  distinctly — '  The  title 
"  '  to  have  the  water  flowing  in  the  tunnel  over  defendant's  land 


1  Angell  on  Watercourses,  p.  324  ; 
Gale  on  easements,  p.  25.  An  ease- 
ment could  not,  until  recently,  be  created 
by  a  grant  under  the  Statute  of  Uses, 
but  now  the  Conveyancing  and  Law  of 
Property  Act,  1881  (44  &.  45  Vict.  c.  41, 
8.  62),  provides  as  follows  : — 

"(1)  A  conveyance  of  freehold  land 
41  to  the  use  that  any  person  may  have, 
11  for  an  estate  or  interest  not  exceeding 
"  in  duration  the  estate  conveyed  in  the 
"land,  any  easement,  right,  liberty  or 
"  privilege  in,  or  over  or  with  respect  to 
"  that  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall 
"operate  to  vest  in  possession  in  that 
"person,  that  easement,  right,  liberty, 
"  or  privileges  for  the  estate  or  interest 
"  expressed  to  be  limited  to  him ;  and 
"  he,  and  the  persons  deriving  title  under 
"  him,  shall  have,  use,  and  enjoy  the 
"same  accordingly. 

"  (2)  This  section  applies  only  to  con- 
veyances made  after  the  commence- 
"  ment  of  this  Act." 

"  It  is  conceived  that  this  section  is 
"  intended  to  alter  the  mode  of  convey- 
"  ance  only,  and  does  not  authorise  the 
"  creation  of  easements  of  a  novel  kind, 
"  such  as  easements  in  gross  or  not  con- 
"  nected  with  the  enjoyment  of  a  tene- 
"  ment.     By  virtue  of  this  section,  an 


"easement  may  now  be  reserved,  or 
"  may  be  granted  under  a  power. 

"  It  should  be  noted  that  the  Settled 
"  Land  Act,  1882  (45  &  46  Vict.  c.  88, 
"  b.  3  (i)) — and  cf.  s.  24  (7) — empowers 
"  a  tenant  for  life  to '  sell  the  settled  land 
"or  any  easement,  right,  or  privilege 
"  over  or  in  relation  to  the  same,"  t.*., 
"  to  subject  the  settled  land  to  any  such 
"  easement."  See  Sutherland  v.  Suther- 
land, L.  R.,  3  Ch.  169  ;  see  Gale  on 
Easements,  7th  ed.,  p.  71. 

1  5  B.  &  C.  221  ;  31  R.  R.  757 ;  see  as 
to  this  subject,  Gale  on  Easements, 
pp.  35 — 95. 

s  Hewlhu  v.  Shippam,  5  B.  &  C.  221 ; 
31  R.  R.  757  ;  see  also  Fentiman  v. 
Smith,  4  East,  107;  7  R.  R.  533;  see 
also  Corker  v.  Payne,  18  W.  R.  436  ; 
Cocker  v.  Gnojter,  1  C.  M.  &  R.  418  :  40 
R.  R.  626  ;  Du ke  of  Somerset  v.  Fogwell, 

5  B.  &  C.  875  ;  29  R.  R.    449 ;   Gale, 
pp.  29,  53. 

*  Co.  Litt.  9a,  42a,  169  ;  2  Roll.  Abr. 
62  ;  Shep.  Touch.  231 ;  Monk  v.  Butler, 
Cro.  Jac.  574  ;  Rumsey  v.  liaweon,  1 
Vent.  18 — 25:  Hotkin*  v.  Robin*,  1 
Vent.   123—163;  Harrieon,  v.  Parker, 

6  East,  154  ;  8  R.  R.  434. 

*  4  East,  107 ;  7  R.  R.  633. 
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"  '  could  not  pass  by  parol  licence  without  deed.'  Upon  these 
"  authorities,  we  are  of  opinion,  that,  although  a  parol  licence 
"  might  be  an  excuse  for  a  trespass*  till  such  licence  were  counter - 
"  manded,  that  a  right  and  title  to  have  passage  for  water,  for  a 
freehold  interest,  required  a  deed  to  create  it ;  and  that,  as 
there  has  been  no  deed  in  this  case,  the  present  action,  which 
"is  founded  on  a  right  and  title,  cannot  be  supported."1 

The  doctrine  laid  down  in  this  case  was  fully  recognized  in 
Cocker  v.  Cowper,*  where  an  action  was  brought  for  stopping  a 
watercourse.  It  appears  from  the  award  of  the  arbitrator  that 
the  channel  in  question  consisted  of  a  drain  and  tunnel  which  had 
been  constructed  hi  defendant's  land  by  the  plaintiff  with  the 
verbal  consent  of  the  then  tenant  and  the  defendant,  and  that 
the  water  had  flowed  through  it  up  to  the  year  1833,  when  upon 
the  plaintiff's  refusal  to  pay  for  the  use  of  the  water  the  defen- 
dant diverted  the  channel.  The  Court  of  Exchequer  were  clearly 
of  the  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  recover. 
"  With  regard  to  the  question  of  licence,"  says  the  Court,  "  the 
"  case  of  Hewlins  v.  Shippam  is  decisive  to  show  that  an  ease- 
"ment  like  this  cannot  be  conferred  unless  by  deed."  With 
regard  to  the  effect  of  a  licence,  Mr.  Phear3  thus  expresses 
himself.  "  It  is  very  important  in  considering  the  subject  of 
"easements  to  distinguish  as  early  as  possible  between  a  right A 
"to  do  an  act  in  alieno  solo  and  a  licence  to  commit  an  act  of 
"  trespass.  The  right  involves  a  certain  continuing  element,  and 
"  has  an  incorporeal  existence,  whether  any  act  be  done  under 
"  it  or  not :  the  possessor  of  the  land  over  which  it  extends  is, 
"  so  far  as  it  is  capable  of  being  exercised,  deprived  of  an  incident 
"  of  territorial  property,  and  the  possessor  of  the  right  acquires 
"  by  it,  just  to  the  same  extent,  an  interest  in  the  land  itself. 
"  Whether  the  possessor  of  a  right  avails  himself  of  it  or  not, 
"he  is  entitled,  while  it  continues,  to  treat  it  as  something 
"having  an  abstract  existence,  and  to  protect  it  from  any 
*  'infringement — i.e.  from  anything,  the  effect  of  which  would 
"  be  to  prevent  his  free  exercise  of  it  when  he  chose.     On  the 

1  See  also  the  remarks  of  the  learned  Bird  v.    Higgimon,  6  A.   ft  E.  824  ; 

judge  on  the  cases  of   Winter  v.  Brock-  Perry  v.  Fitzlwtve,  8  Q.  B.  757  ;  Bryan 

well  8  East,  309  ;  Webh  v.  Paternoster,  v.    Whistler,  2  B.  &  C.  288  ;  32  R.  R. 

Palm.    71  ;    Wood  v.    Lak*.   Sayer,   3  ;  389  ;  Brown  v.  Windmtr,  1  Or.  &  J.  20  ; 

and  Taylor  v.   Walter*,  7  Taunt.  374  ;  Walli*  v.  Harriton,  4  M.  ft  W.  538. 
18  R.  R.  499.  3  Phear's  Rights  of  Water,  p.  58. 

5  1  C.   M.  ft  R.  418;  40  R.  R.  626;  *  See   judgment    of    Bayley,    J.,    in 

see  also  Wood  v.  Leadbitter,  13  M.  ft  W.  Hewliru  y.  Shippam,  5  B.  ft  C.  232  ;  31 

838 ;  Wood  v.  Mauley,  11  A.  ft  E.  SO  ;  R.  R.  757. 
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"  other  hand  a  licence1  merely  excuses  the  act  when  done,  is 
"  retrospective  and  not  prospective  in  its  operation ;  it  begets  no 
"  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  licensor  to  keep  it  in  force,  and 
"  may,  therefore,  be  revoked  by  him  at  any  moment." 

Where,  however,  the  owner  of  a  servient  tenement  has  by 
express  consent,  or  by  such  acquiescence  as  would  make  it  a 
fraud  to  insist  upon  the  legal  right,  induced  others  to  incur 
expense  in  the  execution  of  permanent  works  or  the  like,  the 
High  Court  of  Justice,2  administering  equity,  will,  in  many  cases, 
restrain  him  from  the  benefit  of  this  rule.  "  The  Court,"  says 
Lord  Eldon,s  "will  not  permit  a  man  knowingly,  though 
"passively,  to  encourage  another  to  lay  out  money  under  an 
"  erroneous  opinion  of  title  (and  the  circumstance  of  looking  on 
"is  in  many  cases  as  strong  as  using  terms  of  encouragement) 
"  — a  lessor  knowing  and  permitting  those  acts  which  the  lessee 
"would  not  have  done,  and  the  other  must  conceive  that  he 
"would  not  have  done,  but  upon  an  expectation  that  the  lessor 
"would  not  have  thrown  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  enjoy- 
"  ment."  Thus  in  Duke  of  Devonshire  v.  Eglin*  where  expense 
had  been  incurred  in  constructing  a  watercourse  through 
defendant's  lands,  with  his  consent,  but  without  any  grant  under 
seal,  and  after  a  user  of  nine  years  defendant  attempted  to 
interfere,  he  was  restrained,  upon  terms,  by  perpetual  injunction 
from  interfering  with  the  further  user  of  the  watercourse.5 

So  where  a  licence  to  take  water  which  is  essential  to  the 
enjoyment  of  property  is  acted  upon,  and  expense  incurred  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  licensor,  the  Courts  will  grant  relief.  In 
Bankart  v.  Tennant*  the  defendant,  being  the  owner  of  a  canal 
of  which  plaintiffs  were  customers,  gave  the  plaintiffs  to  under- 
stand that  as  long  as  they  were  customers  they  should  have  the 
use  of  the  waste  water  of  the  canal  for  certain  furnaces  and 
smelting  works  which  they  had  erected  on  the  banks.  James, 
V.-C,  held  that  this  did  not  give  them  any  equitable  right  to  the 


1  Brooke's  Abridg.  title  "License"; 
Shep.  Touch.  239  ;  Wood  v.  Lcadbitter, 
13  M.  k  W.  842. 

8  See  36  &  37  Vict.  c.  66,  s.  24. 

8  Dann  v.  Sjwrrier,  7  Ves.  235  ;  6 
R.  R.  119  ;  Ramsden  v.  Dyson,  L.  R.,  1 
H.  L.  140  ;  Watercourse  case,  2  Eq. 
Abr.  522,  pi.  3 ;  Short  v.  Tayler,  cited 
ibid.  ;  Powell  v.  Thomas  6  Hare,  300  ; 
Laird  v.  Birkenhead,  1  John.  500 ; 
DuJw  of  Beaufort  v.  Patrick,  17  Beav. 
60;  Williams  v.  Earl  of  Jersey,  1  Cr. 


&  Ph.  91  :  Somerset  Canal  v.  Harcottrt, 
24  Beav.  271  ;  Rochdale  Canal  v.  Xing, 
2  Sim.,  N.  S.  28  ;  Cotching  v.  B asset  t, 
82  Beav.  101. 

4  14  Beav.  530.  As  to  what  acqui- 
escence is  not  sufficient,  see  Blanchard 
v.  Bridge*,  4  A.  &  E.  194  ;  53  R.  R.  26  ; 
Bankart  v.  Hovghton,  27  Beav.  425  ; 
Bankart  v.  Tennant,  L.  R.,  10  Eq.  141  ; 
39  L.  J.,  Ch.  809  ;  23  L.  T.  137. 

4  SeeOwen  v.  Daries,  W.  N.  (1874),  175. 

«  L.  R.,  10  Eq.  141. 
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water;  though  he  said  that  if  it  had  been  made  out  to  his 
satisfaction  that  the  water  was  essential,  or  anything  like 
essential,  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  plaintiffs'  property,  he  should 
have  found  his  way  of  giving  them  the  relief  they  asked.  He 
cited  in  his  judgment  what  Lord  Loughborough  says  in 
(Havering* 8  case  i1  "  There  was  a  case  (I  do  not  know  whether  it 
"  came  to  a  decree)  against  Mr.  George  Clavering,  in  which  some 
"  person  was  carrying  on  the  project  of  a  colliery,  and  had  sunk 
"  a  shaft  at  a  considerable  expense.  Mr.  Clavering  saw  the 
"  thing  going  on ;  and  in  the  execution  of  that  plan  it  was  very 
"  clear  the  colliery  was  not  worth  a  farthing  without  a  road  over 
"  his  ground ;  and  when  the  work  was  begun  he  said  he  would 
"  not  give  the  road.  The  end  of  it  was  that  he  was  made 
"  sensible — I  do  not  know  whether  by  decree  or  not — and  that 
"  he  was  made  to  give  the  road  at  a  fair  value."2 

"  Notwithstanding  this  provision,"  says  the  editor  of  Gale, 
"  the  distinction  between  law  and  equity  must  still  be  regarded. 
"  If  a  legal  estate  in  an  easement  is  granted  by  deed,  the 
"  consideration  is  immaterial.  A  claim  for  damages  may  be 
"  founded  for  breach  of  an  agreement  to  grant  an  easement,  if 
"  there  is  any  consideration  for  the  agreement ;  but  to  claim  an 
"  equitable  estate  in  an  easement  by  agreement  not  under  seal, 
"  there  must  be  a  substantial  consideration  at  least  equal  in 
"  value  to  the  easement  claimed,  according  to  the  maxim  'Equity 
"  '  is  equality.* " 

A  parol  licence  has,  moreover,  been  held  to  be  sufficient  to  Parol  licence 
extinguish  an  existing  easement,  as  where  permission  is  given  to  ^5,^^.  h° 
a  man  to  erect  something  on  his  own  land  which  is  incompatible  ment  of  an 
with   the  continuance  of  some  easement    over    it.     Thus,   in  easement- 
Liggins  v.  Inge,3  it  appeared  that  the  predecessor  of  the  plaintiff, 
who  was  entitled  to  a  flow  of  water  to  his  mill  over  defendant's 
land,  by  a  parol  licence  authorized  the  defendants  to  cut  down 
and  lower  a  bank,  and  to  erect  a  weir  upon  their  own  land,  the 
effect  of  which  was  to  divert  into  another  channel  the  water 
which  was  requisite  for  the  working  of  plaintiff's  mill ;  sub- 
sequently the  plaintiff  complained  to   the   defendants  of  the 
injurious  effects  of  the  weir,  and  called  upon  them  to  restore  the 
bank  to  its  ancient  height,  and  to  remove  the  weir ;  and  upon 

1  5  Vesey,  690  ;5R.R.  146.  194  ;  53   R.    R.    26  ;  Lady  Stanley  of 

*  Daries  v.  Sear,  L.  RM  7  Eq.  427  ;  Alderley  v.   Earl    of   Shrewsbury,    10 

see  also  Bankart  t.  Houghton,  27  Beav.  W.  N.  71. 

425  ;  Blanchard  v.  Bridges,  4  A.  &  E.  3  7  Bing.  693  ;  33  R.  R.  615. 

L.W.  14 
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refusal  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  to  do  this,  an  action  was 
brought.  The  Court  held,  on  the  authority  of  Winter  v.  Brock- 
well,1  and  Hewlins  v.  Shippam*  that  the  licence  was  irrevocable. 
In  the  judgment  of  Bayley,  J.,  in  Hewlins  v.  Shippam,2  the 
learned  judge,  in  referring  to  the  case  of  Winter  v.  Broekwell, 
says,  "  The  case  of  Winter  v.  Brockivell,  which  was  relied  upon 
"  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  appears  clearly  distinguishable 
"  from  the  present.  All  that  the  defendant  there  did,  he  did 
"  upon  his  own  land.  He  claimed  no  right  or  easement  on  the 
"  plaintiff's.  The  plaintiff  claimed  a  right  or  easement  against 
"  him,  viz. : — the  privilege  of  light  and  air  through  a  parlour 
"  window,  and  a  free  passage  for  the  smells  of  an  adjoining 
"house  through  the  defendant's  area;  and  the  only  point 
"  decided  was,  that  as  the  plaintiff  had  consented  to  the  obstruc- 
"  tion  of  such  his  easement,  and  had  allowed  the  defendant  to 
"  incur  expenses  in  making  such  obstruction,  he  could  not 
"  retract  that  consent  without  reimbursing  the  defendant  that 
"  expense.  But  that  was  not  the  case  of  the  grant  of  an  ease- 
"  ment  to  be  exercised  on  the  grantor's  land,  but  a  permission  to 
"  the  grantee  to  use  his  own  land  in  a  way  in  which,  but  for  an 
"  easement  of  the  plaintiff's,  such  grantee  would  have  had  a 
"  clear  right  to  use  it." 

Such  a  licence,  moreover,  coupled  with  the  absence  of 
interference  by  the  licensor  with  the  execution  of  the  works 
licensed,  proves  an  intention  to  abandon  the  easement,  which,  if 
communicated  to  and  acted  on  by  the  servient  owner,  is,  of  itself, 
sufficient  in  some  cases  to  extinguish  an  easement.8 

An  easement  may  be  granted  either  separately  and  apart  from 
the  dominant  tenement,  or  it  may  be  included  in  the  conveyance 
of  it,  by  the  use  of  such  words  as  "  all  waters  and  watercourses 
"  used,  occupied,  or  enjoyed  with  the  premises."  Where  the 
easement  is  granted  per  se,  the  precise  words  of  the  instrument 
itself  must  determine  the  extent  of  the  right  created.4  "  I 
"  think,"  says  Jessel,  M.  R.,6  "  that  the  true  rule  of  construction 


1  8  East,  308. 

2  5  B.  &  C.  221  ;  31  R.  R.  757,  and 
ante,  p.  206. 

8  See  Gale  on  Easements,  pp.  26, 58 :  see 
also  Angell  on  Watercourses,  pp.  483 — 
510,  and  American  cases  therein  cited. 
See  also  Wdkeman  v.  West,  8  Car.  &  P. 
105  ;  S.  C.  as  to  admissibility  of  an  old 
map  as  evidence,  7  Car.  &  P.  479  ;  48 
R.  R.  802. 


*  Gale,  p.  70. 

*  Tayler  v.  St..  Helen*,  6  Ch.  D.  264  ; 
46  L.  J.,  Ch.  857  ;  37  L.  T.  253  ;  see  also 
Watts  v.  KeUon,  L.  R.,  6  Ch.  166  ;  Wardle 
v.JBrocltlehvrtt,  1  E.  &  E.  1058 ;  Northam 
v.  Hurley,  1  E.  &  B.  665  ;  22  L.  J.,  Q.  B. 
183  ;  Blaiehford  v.  Mayor  of  Plymouth, 
3  Bing.,  N.  C.  691  ;  43  R.  R.  765  ;  Chad- 
wick  v.  Marsden,  L.  R.,  2  Ex.  285. 
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"  is  to  construe  the  language  of  the  instrument  according  to  its 
"  ordinary  meaning,  giving  to  technical  terms  their  technical 
"  meaning,  unless  we  find  a  context  such  as  to  convince  the  mind 
"  that  the  ordinary  rules  of  construction,  which  would  be  applied 
-to  the  original  expressions  standing  alone,  ought  not  to  be 
"  applied.  ...  A  grant  of  a  watercourse  in  law,  especially 
"  when  coupled  with  other  words,  may  mean  any  one  of  three 
"  things.  It  may  mean  the  easement,  or  the  right  to  the 
"running  of  water;  it  may  mean  the  channel  pipe  or  drain 
"  which  contains  the  water,  and  it  may  mean  the  land  over 
14  which  the  water  flows.  Which  it  does  mean  must  be  shown 
"  by  the  context,  and,  if  there  is  no  context,  I  apprehend  that  it 
"  would  not  mean  anything  but  the  easement — a  right  to  the 
"  flow  of  water."1 

In  the  above  case,  a  landowner  granted  to  a  company  all  the  TayUrv. 
watercourses,  dams,  and  reservoirs  upon  certain  lands  of  his, 
which  watercourses,  &c,  were  laid  down  on  an  annexed  plan, 
which  was  to  be  taken  as  part  of  the  deed  ;  and  also  the  several 
streams  and  springs  of  water  flowing  into  or  feeding  the  said 
watercourses,  &c,  with  right  for  the  company  solely  to  take  and 
use  the  water  from  the  said  springs  or  streams  of  water,  water- 
courses, &c,  with  powers  to  cleanse  and  repair,  and  with  all 
other  powers  requisite  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  premises  granted. 
The  grantor  was  to  be  at  liberty  to  use  the  waste  or  overflow 
water  from  the  dams  and  reservoirs,  but  was  not  to  exercise  this 
power  if  the  company  resolved  that  it  would  be  injurious  to 
them.  Certain  portions  of  the  watercourse  noted  on  the  plan 
might  be  enlarged  to  a  certain  extent.  The  watercourse,  it 
appeared,  was  large  enough  to  carry  off  all  the  water  which 
flowed  into  it,  except  after  heavy  rain ;  but  at  one  point  there 
was  a  contraction  of  the  channel,  which,  after  heavy  rain, 
backed  up  the  water  and  caused  a  considerable  overflow,  of 
which  overflow  the  grantor  had  the  benefit  for  many  years. 
The  grantees,  having  occasion  for  more  water,  removed  the 
obstruction,  so  as  to  allow  the  whole  of  the  water  which  came 
into  the  watercourse  during  heavy  rains  to  run  down  to  their 
reservoir.  The  Court  of  Appeal  held,  that  the  grant  was  a  grant 
of  the  artificial  channel,  of  the  definite  springs  and  streams  on 
the  land,  and  of  such  water  as  should  find  its  way  into  and  run 
down  the  channel  as  it  stood,  and  not  a  grant  of  all  the  waters  on 

1  See  per  Bramwell,  L.  J.,  in  Brain  v.  Marfell,  41  L.  T.,  N.  S.  457. 
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the  land,  and  that  the  grantees  had  no  right  to  alter  the  levels, 
or  to  enlarge  the  channel,  so  as  to  enable  it  to  carry  off  all  the 
water  in  times  of  heavy  rains.1 

In  Chadwick  v.  Marsden*  the  reservation  of  the  free  running 
of  water  and  soil,  coming  from  any  other  building  and  lands 
contiguous  to  the  premises  demised  in  and  through  the  sewers 
and  watercourses,  made  or  to  be  made  within,  through,  or  under 
the  said  premises,  was  held  to  entitle  the  grantor  to  the  passage 
of  all  water  lawfully  on  his  land,  though  it  did  not  arise  there, 
and  to  such  products  of  the  ordinary  use  of  the  land  for  habita- 
tion, such  as  night  soil  and  sewage,  but  not  to  entitle  him  to 
send  through  the  drain  the  offensive  refuse  of  a  manufactory. 

In  Brain  v.  Marfell*  the  respondent,  Marfell,  conveyed  to  the 
appellant,  Brain,  a  well  or  spring,  and  the  sole  right  to  the 
water  therein  and  obtainable  therefrom  and  the  right  and  liberty 
to  convey  the  said  waste  to  his  dwelling-house,  and  agreed  that 
Brain,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  should  be  for  ever  absolutely 
entitled  to  the  said  well  or  spring  of  water,  and  enjoy  the  same 
without  interruption  or  disturbance  by  him,  Marfell,  or  his  heirs, 
assigns,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever.  A  railway 
company  purchased  from  respondent  lands  in  the  proximity  of 
the  spring,  without  recourse  to  their  compulsory  powers.  The 
works  of  the  railway  company  drained  the  water  from  the  land 
before  it  reached  the  spring,  in  consequence  whereof  the  spring 
became  dry,  and  no  water  flowed  through  the  appellant's  pipes. 
On  an  action  for  breach  of  agreement,  the  Court  of  Appeal  held, 
affirming  the  judgment  of  Pollock,  B.,  that  the  respondent  had 
only  conveyed  the  flow  of  the  water  after  it  had  reached  the 
spring,  and  that,  therefore,  the  draining  of  the  water  before 
it  reached  the  spring  was  no  breach. 

In  the  case  of  liawstron  v.  Taylor*  it  appeared  that  for  twenty 
years  and  more  water  had  flowed  through  an  old  drain  on 
defendant's  land,  and  along  an  ancient  watercourse,  and  thence 
along  a  close  of  the  defendant  called  G.  B.,  and  had  thence 
contributed  to  supply  plaintiff's  mills  after  their  erection  in 
1845.  In  that  year  defendant  by  deed  conveyed  to  plaintiff 
the  close  G.  B.,  together  with  all  ways,  watercourses,  privileges, 
rights,  members,  and  appurtenances  to  the  same  close  belonging 


1  See  also  Northam  v.  Hurley,  1  E.  & 
B.  665  ;  22  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  183. 

*  L.  R.,  2  Ex.  285  ;  36  L.  J.,  Ex.  177  ; 
16  L.  T.  66l» ;  see  also  Pycr  v.  Carter, 


1H.&N.  916  ;  26  L.  JM  Ex.  258. 
»  41  L.  T.,  N.  S.  455  (C.  A.). 
4  11  Ex.  369  ;  25  L.  J.,  Ex.  33. 
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or  appertaining,  subject  to  the  proviso  that  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  defendant  to  use  for  any  manufacturing,  domestic  or 
agricultural  purposes,  any  water  flowing  from  or  through  the 
contiguous  lands  of  defendant  unto  and  into  the  close  of  G.  B., 
returning  the  surplus,  or  so  much  as  remained,  after  being  used 
for  the  aforesaid  purposes,  into  its  usual  channel  at  a  certain 
point,  so  that  the  water  should  not  be  diverted  from  its  then 
course,  but  be  allowed  to  flow  into  the  close  6.  B.  The  defendant 
erected  a  lock-up  tank  upon  his  land,  and  caused  the  water 
which  arose  in  his  land  near  to  the  close  G.  B.,  and  which  had 
previously  been  accustomed  to  flow  along  the  old  drain  and 
ancient  watercourse  into  the  close  G.  B. ;  and  he  caused  the 
water  to  be  conveyed  from  the  tank  to  a  lower  part  of  his  land 
to  be  used  by  his  tenants.  This  water  was  used  by  them  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  the  proviso,  but  the  surplus  could  not  be 
returned  to  the  close  G.  B.  It  was  held,  that  by  the  deed  the 
defendant  granted  to  the  plaintiff  the  use  of  the  water,  subject 
only  to  the  use  by  himself  of  it  as  specified  in  the  proviso ;  and 
that  by  locking  it  up  he  had  diverted  it,  and  was  liable  to  an 
action  for  breach  of  covenant  by  reason  of  such  diversion.1 

In  Whitehead  v.  Parks*  a  grant  of  all  streams  of  water  that  Whitehead  v. 
may  be  found  in  certain  closes  (when  at  the  time  of  the  grant 
there  was  but  one  stream  and  several  wells),  was  held  to  include 
the  underground  water  in  the  land,  so  as  to  prevent  the  grantor, 
or  any  one  claiming  under  him,  from  doing  anything,  the  effect 
of  which  would  .be  to  drain  such  underground  water  from  the 
land.  Pollock,  C.  B.,  says :  "  In  the  case  of  Northam  v.  Hurley 9 
"it  was  settled  that  where  rights  to  water  are  created  under 
"a  deed,  the  Court  cannot  take  into  consideration  the  rights 
"which  the  parties  would  have  had  as  riparian  proprietors  or 
"  otherwise  ;  but  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  interest  must  be 
"regulated  wholly  by  the  deed."3 

In  Eicart  v.  Belfast  Poor  Law  Guardians,*  the  Irish  Vice- 

1  See Xorthamv.I/yrlet/yl  E.6lB.66d.  persons,  for  lives  renewable  for  ever, 

3  2   H.   &  N.   870  ;     27  L.  J.,   Ex.  of  portions  of  the  premises,  the  first  sub- 

1 69.  lease  being  made  in  1851,  and  describing 

s  9  L.  R.,  Ir.  172  (C.  A.).     The  full  the  premises  therein  comprised  as  "that 

statement  of   this  case  is  as  follows :  "  parcel  of  ground  formerly  used  as  a 

T.,  who  was  lessee  for  lives  renewable  "  bleach-green,  together  with  the  free  use 

for  ever  over  a  parcel  of  ground  ex-  "of  all  waters  running  in  or  through  the 

pressed  in  the  original  lease  to  be  de-  "  demised  premises,  or  any  part  thereof, 

mised,  "together  with  the   free  use  of  "theretofore  used  for  the  purposes  of 

"  all  springs  and  streams  of  water  arising  "  linen  manufacture  on  the  said  lands,  as 

"in  or  running  through  the  demised  pre*  "fully  as  T.  was  entitled  thereto  ; "  and 

"muses,"  made  two  sub-leases  to  different  the  second  being  made  in  1853  of  the 
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Chancellor  held,  following  Whitehead  v.  Parks,  that  where  a 
tenement  had  been  divided,  the  plaintiff  who  held  one  portion 
by  a  conveyance  comprising  "  the  full  use  of  all  water  rising  in 
or  running  through  the  demised  premises,"  was  entitled  to  an 
injunction  to  restrain  the  defendants,  a  sanitary  authority  and 
licensees  of  C,  who  held  the  other  portion  under  conveyance 
from  the  same  grantor,  the  testatum  of  which  deed  of  conveyance 
made  no  mention  of  water  rights,  from  making  a  cutting  on  the 
land  of  G.  and  so  draining  a  spring  of  water  on  the  plaintiff's 
land,  on  the  ground  that  the  conveyance  to  the  plaintiff  expressly 
granted  him  this  water,  and  that,  as  the  grantors  could  not 
derogate  from  their  own  grant,1  neither  C,  who  derived  his 
title  from  those  grantors,  nor  the  defendants  claiming  through 
him,  could  lawfully  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  the  use  of  the  water. 
But  the  Irish  Court  of  Appeal  (Lord  O'Hagan,  C,  Palles,  C.  B., 


remaining  portion  of  the  lands,  "  to- 
"  gether  with  the  free  use  of  all  water,  if 
"any,  arising  in  or  running  through  the 
"demised  premises  or  any  part  thereof, 
"as  fully  as  T.  was  entitled  thereto." 
The  interest  in  both  sub-leases,  as  well 
as  the  equity  of  redemption  in  the 
superior  lease  (which  had  been  mort- 
gaged), afterwards  became  vested  in  \V\, 
who  was  subsequently  adjudicated  a 
bankrupt,  and  the  lands  were  sold  by  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy.  The  plaintiff  pur- 
chased the  portion  of  lands  comprised  in 
the  sub-lease  of  1851 ;  and  one  C,  uuder 
whom  the  defendants  claimed,  became 
the  purchaser  of  the  portion  included  in 
the  sub-lease  of  1853.  Both  portions  of 
land  were  set  up  for  sale  by  auction  on  the 
same  day — one  of  the  conditions  of  sale 
providing  that  each  would  be  sold  "sub* 
ject  to  existing  easements,'1  but  the  Court 
having  refused  the  plaintiff's  first  tender, 
he  subsequently  increased  it,  and  was 
not  actually  declared  the  purchaser  until 
a  few  days  after  the  confirmation  of  the 
sale  to  C.  By  deed  of  March  15th,  1876, 
made  between  the  assignees  of  W.  and 
certain  other  persons  and  the  plaintiff, 
which  recited  (inter  alia)  the  superior 
lease,  the  sub-lease  of  1853,  with  the 
water  rights  thereby  respectivelygranted, 
and  the  sub-tease  of  1851,  with  the  water 
rights  thereby  respectively  granted,  and 
the  sub-lease  of  1853,  the  grantors  con- 
veyed to  the  plaintiff  the  parcel  of  laud 
formerly  used  as  a  bleach-green,  together 
with  the  full  use  of  all  water  rising 
in  or  running  through  the  demised 
premises  or  any  part  thereof,  there- 
tofore used  for  the  purposes  of  linen 
manufacture  as  fully  as  T.  was  entitled 


thereto  under  the  recited  superior  lease 
or  otherwise  ;  and  all  other  (if  any)  the 
premises  comprised  in  the  lease  of  1850, 
excepting  thereout  and  out  of  this 
grant  the  premises  purchased  by  C. 
By  deed  of  the  11th  of  April,  1876, 
made  between  the  same  grantors  and 
C,  and  containing  similar  recitals  to 
those  in  the  conveyance  to  the  plaintiff, 
the  grantors  conveyed  to  C.  the  lands 
comprised  in  the  sub-lease  of  1853.  The 
testatum  of  this  deed  made  no  mention 
of  water  rights.  The  plaintiff's  lands 
were  at  a  lower  level  than  the  lands  of 
C. ;  and  in  the  plaintiffs  lands,  a  few 
feet  from  the  fence  dividing  them  from 
C.'s  lands,  a  copious  stream  of  pure 
water  issued  from  the  ground.  This 
water  was  peculiarly  suitable  for  bleach- 
ing purposes ;  and  the  plaintiff,  who  was 
a  bleacher,  deposed  that  he  intended  to 
use  it  for  bleaching ;  and  at  the  time 
of  action  brought,  it  was  used  for 
domestic  purposes  in  the  dwelling-house 
on  the  plaintiff's  grounds,  and  for  the 
supply  of  a  large  mill  thereon.  The 
defendants,  who  were  the  local  sanitary 
authority,  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  C."  to  permit  them  to  bore  for 
water  on  his  lands,  and  they  made  a 
cutting  on  them  a  few  feet  from  the 
fence  and  obtained  a  large  supply  of 
water,  whereupon  the  stream  on  the 
plaintiff's  land  ceased  to  flow.  The 
plaintiff  thereupon  applied  for  an  in- 
junction to  restrain  the  defendants 
from  diverting  and  obstructing  the 
water  from  his  stream. 

1  As  to  this  see  Birmingham  and 
Dudley  Bank  v.  Ross,  38  Ch,  D.  295  ; 
Burrwc*  v.  Lane,  (1901)  2  Ch.  503. 
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and  Deasy  and  Fitzgibbon,  L.  JJ.)  reversed  this  decision, 
holding  (a)  that  the  conveyance  to  the  plaintiff  did  not  convey 
to  him  the  right  claimed,  and  that  he  would  not  have  been 
entitled  to  it  even  if  the  conveyance  to  G.  had  contained  an 
exception  of  all  existing  easements ;  and  (b)  that  although  the 
water  flowed  in  a  channel  which  was  and  by  excavation  could 
have  been  ascertained  to  be  defined,  as  the  channel  was  not 
known  it  must  be  treated  as  if  it  were  percolating  water  and 
not  the  subject  of  property  or  capable  of  being  granted. 

Where  a  local  Act  of  Parliament  authorized  a  company  to  Smith  Shield* 
enter  upon  lands  in  a  manor  and  search  for  any  spring  of  water,  cMUon9'*' 
and  to  convey  the  water  from  such  spring  into  the  town  of  Smith 
Shields,  and  it  was  provided  that  the  company  should  not  take 
water  from  any  spring,  streams  or  ponds,  so  as  to  deprive  the 
occupiers  of  the  land  of  water  for  their  own  necessary  uses,  but 
that  the  company  might  lay  down  pipes  and  the  inhabitants 
might,  with  consent  of  the  company,  obtain  water  by  pipes  to 
communicate  with  the  company's  pipes  at  certain  charges, 
according  to  the  bore  of  the  pipes ;  it  was  held  that  the  owners 
and  occupiers  of  lands  within  the  manor  were  not  prevented  by 
the  Act  of  Parliament  from  sinking  wells  in  such  lands,  though 
the  effect  might  be  to  draw  off  water  from  the  company's  springs.1 

Upon  a  grant  or  covenant  conferring  an  easement,  the  succes-  Benefits  of 
Bive  owners  of  the  dominant  estate,  who,  in  the  case  of  an  ^easement 
ordinary  covenant,  would  at  common  law  be  strangers  to  the  runs  with  the 
contract,  become  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  rights  conferred, 
and  may  sue  for  a  violation  of  them.3 

Thus  in  the  case  of  Cooke  v.  Chilcote,*  where  a  purchaser 
of  land  with  a  well  or  spring  on  it  covenanted  with  the  vendor, 
who  retained  land  adjoining,  to  erect  a  pump  and  reservoir,  and 
to  supply  water  from  the  well  to  all  houses  built  on  the  vendor's 
land;  it  was  held  that  both  the  benefit  and  burthen  of  the 
covenant  ran  with  the  land,  and  that  consequently  the  plaintiff, 
who  had  purchased  part  of  the  land  retained  by  the  vendor,  was 
entitled  to  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendant,  who  had 
purchased  the  land  of  the  original  purchaser,  from  allowing 
the  pump  and  reservoir  to  remain  uncompleted.    It  was  further 

1  South  Shields  Water  Co.  v.  Cookson,  ante,  pp.  188  et  $eq. 

15  L.  J.,  N.  S.,  Ex.  315  ;  see  per  Lord  *  Gale  on  Easements,  p.  72. 

Eldon  in  Blakemore  v.  Glamorgan,  1  »  3  Cb.  D.  694 ;    34  L.  T.  207 ;  see 

Myl.  &  K.  162  ;  36  R.  R.  289,  as  to  effect  Spencer's  ease,  5  Rep.  16  a  ;  1  Smith's 

of  local  Acts  of  Parliament ;  see  also  L.  C.  60. 


216 


OF  ACQUIRED  RIGHTS  OF  WATER. 


Not  so  rights 
unconnected 
with  land. 


No  particular 
words  of 
grant  neces- 
sary. 


Implied  grant 
of  an  ease- 
ment. 


held,  that  even  if  the  covenant  did  not  ran  with  the  land,  yet  a 
sab-purchaser  with  notice  of  the  covenant  was  bound  by  it.1 

In  the  case  of  Ailiol  v.  The  Midland  Great  Western  Rail. 
Co.?  a  covenant  by  a  lessor  with  a  lessee,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  lessee,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
during  the  continuance  of  the  demise  to  make  use  of  a  conduit 
made  for  carrying  off  certain  waste  and  superfluous  water  for 
their  own  use,  was  held  to  be  a  covenant  running  with  the  land.3 

The  grant,  however,  of  a  right  not  appurtenant  to  land  operates 
only  as  a  personal  licence,  and  is  not  assignable — it  confers  no 
right  in  the  land  to  the  grantee,  but  operates  only  as  a  contract 
between  the  grantor  and  the  grantee.  Thus  where  a  canal 
company  granted  by  deed^  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and 
liberty  of  putting  pleasure  boats  on  a  canal,  it  was  held  that  the 
grant  did  not  create  such  an  estate  in  the  plaintiff  as  to  enable 
him  to  maintain  an  action  against  a  person  who  has  disturbed 
his  right.  "It  is  not  competent,"  says  Pollock,  G.  B.,  "to 
"  create  rights  unconnected  with  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  lands 
"  and  annex  them  to  it,  so  as  to  constitute  a  property  in  the 
"  grantee.  This  grant  may  act  as  a  licence  or  covenant  on  the 
"  part  of  the  grantors,  and  is  binding  on  them  as  between  them- 
"  selves  and  the  grantee,  but  gives  him  no  right  of  action  in  his 
"  own  name  for  any  infringement  of  the  supposed  exclusive 
"  right."3 

No  particular  words  are  necessary  for  a  grant  or  covenant 
conveying  an  easement.  Any  words  which  clearly  show  the 
intention  to  give  an  easement  which  is  by  law  grantable  are 
sufficient  to  effect  that  purpose.1 

Where  the  dominant  tenement  itself  is  conveyed,  it  would 
seem  that  all  rights  which  the  conveying  party  enjoyed  by  virtue 
of,  and  as  appendant  to  his  estate,  as  against  third  parties,  pass 
with  it ;  and  that  if  the  dominant  tenement  be  severed,  each  of 
the  severed  portions  will  retain  the  original  right,  provided  no 
additional  burden  be  thereby  imposed  on  the  servient  tenement.5 


1  As  to  the  effect  of  notice  with  regard 
to  lights,  see  Allen  v.  Lockham,  11  Ch. 
Div.  790. 

2  Ir.  R.,  3  C  L.  353. 

8  Hill  v.  Tupper,  2  H.  &  C.  121  ;  see 
also  remarks  on  the  case  by  Bramwell,  B., 
in  Kuttdill  v.  Bracewell,  L.  R.,  2  Ex.  11  ; 
Aekroyd  t.  Smith,  10  C.  B.  164. 

4  Rowbotktm  ▼.  Wilson,  8  H.  L.  Cas. 
362  ;  Holmes  v.  Seller,  3  Lev.  305. 


*  Gale,  pp.  75,77, 476 ;  1 1  H.  6, 22,  p.  19 ; 
2  Roll.  Abr.  60,  pi.  1 ;  Beaudely  v.  Brook, 
Cro.  Jac.  289  ;  Fentiman  v.  Smith,  4 
East,  107 ;  7  R.  R.  533  ;  CanJuimv.  Fish, 
2  Cr.  &  J.  126 ;  87  R.  R.  655  ;  Turing- 
ham's  case,  4  Rep.  36  b ;  Wyat  Wild's 
ease,  8  Rep.  78  b ;  Harris  v.  Drewe,  2 
B.  &  A.  164  ;  36  R.  R.  627 ;  Codling  v. 
Johnson,  9  B.  &  C.  934  ;  33  R.  R.  376. 
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Where  there  has  been  unity  of  ownership  of  the  dominant  and  On  severance 
servient  tenements,  and  where  consequently  all  easements  have  °  tenement8- 
been  merged  in  the  general  rights  of  property,  questions  of 
difficulty  arise,  on  the  severance  of  the  tenements,  as  to  whether 
such  easement?  or  quasi-easements  are  created  anew  by  the 
severance.  After  some  difference  of  opinion,  the  law  must  be 
taken  to  be  settled  as  follows : 

By  the  grant  of  the  part  of  a  tenement,  there  will  pass  to  the  There  is  an 
grantee,  by  implication  of  law,  1st.  All  those  easements  over  the  oTSeceBsa^T* 
other  part  of  the  tenement  without  which  the  enjoyment  of  the  easements  to 
severed  portion  could  not  be  had  at  all ;  and  2ndly.  All  those 
continuous *  and  apparent  easements  over  the  other  part  of  the 
tenement  which  are  necessary  to  the  reasonable  enjoyment  of 
the  part  granted,  and  have  been  and  are  at  the  time  of  the  grant 3 
used  by  the  owner  of  the  entirety  for  the  benefit  of  the  part 
granted ;   but,   as  a  general  rule,   there  is  no  corresponding  But  no  cor- ' 
implication  in  favour  of  the  grantor,  except  in  such  cases  as  SSffi  in 
ways  of  necessity,  where  the  use  of  the  part  reserved  could  not  favour  of 
be  had  at  all  without  such  implied  reservation.3    A  grantor, 
therefore,  who  wishes  to  reserve  any  easement  over  the  part 
granted  must  use  language  to  show  that  he  intended  to  create 
the  easement  de  novo.* 

The  proposition  that  where  the  dominant  portion  of  the  E wart  v. 
tenement  is  granted  first,  the  grantee,  as  against  the  grantor  and  c°ehranB* 
his  successors,  has  by  implied  grant  all  those  continuous  and 
apparent  easements  over  the  other  portion  of  the  tenement 
necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  part  granted,  has  never  been 
disputed,  and  was  finally  declared  to  be  the  law  by  the  House 
of  Lords  in  the  case  of  Ewart  v.  Cochrane}  In  this  case  the 
respondent  claimed  a  right  to  send  the  refuse  of  his  tan-yard 
through  a  drain  into  a  cesspool  in  the  appellant's  garden.  Both 
tenements  had  belonged  to  one  owner,  who  had  sold  the  tan- 
yard  to  the  respondent's  predecessor  without  alluding  in  the 


1  For  definition  of  a  "  temporary  "  ease- 
ment, see  Burrows  v.  Lang,  (1901)  2  Ch. 
503. 

8  See  Watson  v.  Troughton,  48  L.  T. 
508:  47  J.  P.  518  (C.  A.). 

»  Wheeldon  v.  Burrows,  12  Ch.  D.  31 ; 
Barnes  v.  Loach,  4  Q.  B.  D.  494  ;  Watt* 
v.  KeUon,  L.  B..  6  Ch.  166  ;  P olden  v. 
Bastard,  L.  R.,  1  Q.  B.  156, 161  ;  Cross- 
ley  v.  Lightowler,  L.  R.,  2  Ch.  476 ; 
Suffield  v.  Brown,  12  W.  R.  356  ;  Pyer 
v.  Carter,  1  H.  &  N.  916 ;  Moholas  v. 


Cliamberlaitii  Cro.  Jac.  121  ;  Pallanv. 
Roughfort  Bleaching  Co.,  21  L.  R.,  Ir. 
73  ;  Gale  on  Easements,  pp.  96, 146. 

*  Barlow  v.  1th  ode*,  1  C,  M.  &  R.  448  ; 
38  R.  R.  653,  per  Bayley,  J.  ;  Worthing- 
ton  v.  Gimson,  29  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  116  ;  2 
E.  &  E.  618  ;  Pearson  v.  Sjtencer,  4 
L.  T.,  N.  S.  769;  Pheysey  v.  Vioary, 
16  M.  &  W.  484  ;  Holland  v.  Beakin, 
7  L.  J.,  0.  S.,  K.  B.  145. 

*  4  McQ.  Scotch  App.,  p,  117. 


218  OF   ACQUIRED   RIGHTS   OF   WATER. 

conveyance  to  the  drain.  He  afterwards  sold  the  garden  to  the 
appellant,  who  stopped  the  drain.  In  an  action  for  the  obstruc- 
tion the  House  of  Lords  decided  in  favour  of  the  respondent,  on 
the  following  ground,  stated  by  Lord  Campbell,  L.  C. :  "  My 
"  Lords,  I  consider  the  law  of  Scotland  as  well  as  the  law  of 
"  England  to  be,  that  when  two  properties  are  possessed  by  the 
'•  same  owner,  and  there  has  been  a  severance  made  of  one  part 
"  from  the  other,  anything  which  was  used  and  was  necessary 
"  for  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  that  part  of  the  property 
"  which  is  granted  shall  be  considered  to  follow  from  the  grant  if 
"  there  are  the  usual  words  in  the  conveyance.  I  do  not  know 
"  whether  the  words  are  essentially  necessary,  but  where  there 
"  are  the  usual  words,  I  cannot  doubt  that  that  is  the  law.  In 
"  the  case  of  Pyer  v.  Carter  that  is  laid  down  as  the  law  of 
"  England,  which  will  apply  to  any  drain  or  any  other  easement 
"  which  is  necessary  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  property.  When 
"  I  say  it  was  necessary,  I  do  not  mean  that  it  was  so  essentially 
"  necessary  that  the  property  could  have  no  value  whatever 
'*  without  this  easement,  but  I  mean  that  it  was  necessary  for 
"  the  convenient  and  comfortable  enjoyment  of  the  property  as  it 
"  existed  before  the  time  of  the  grant.'9  * 

With  regard  to  the  second  proposition,  namely,  that  there  is 

no  implied  reservation  of  such  easements  other  than  ways  of 

necessity  and  the  like  in  favour  of  the  grantor,  there  has  been 

some  conflict  of  authority. 

Nicholas  v.  In  Nicholas  v.  Chamberlain*  it  was  held  by  the  Court  that  if  one 

Chamberlain.  erect8  a  house  and  builds  a  conduit  thereto  in  another  part  of  his 

land,  and  conveys  water  by  pipes  to  the  house,  and  afterwards  sells 
the  house  with  the  appurtenances,  excepting  the  land,  or  sells  the 
land  to  another  reserving  to  himself  the  house,  the  conduit  and 
pipes  pass  with  the  house,  because  it  is  necessary  and  quasi 
appendant  thereunto ;  and  he  shall  have  liberty  by  law  to  dig 
in  the  land  for  amending  the  pipes,  or  making  them  new,  as 
the  case  requires.  So  it  is  if  the  lessee  for  years  of  a  house  and 
land  erect  a  conduit  upon  the  land,  and  after  the  term  determines, 
the  lessor  occupies  them  together  for  a  time,  and  afterwards  sells 
the  house  with  the  appurtenances  to  one,  and  the  land  to  another, 
the  vendee  shall  have  the  conduit  and  the  pipes  and  liberty  to 
amend  them.     But  by  Popham,  if  the  lessee  erects  such  a  conduit, 

1  Ewart  v.  Coch raney  4  McQ.  Scotch       L.  J.,  Ex.  113 ;  7  L.  T.  692 ;  1  H.  &  C.  676. 
App.   117  ;   see  also  Hall  v.  Landy  32  *  Cro.  Jac.  121. 
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and  afterwards  the  lessor,  during  the  lease,  sells  the  house  to  one, 
and  the  land  wherein  the  conduit  is,  to  another,  after  the  lease 
determines,  he  who  hath  the  land  wherein  the  conduit  is,  may 
disturb  the  other  in  the  using  thereof,  and  may  break  it,  because 
it  was  not  erected  by  one  who  had  a  permanent  estate  or  inherit- 
ance. So  it  is  if  a  disseisor  of  a  house  and  land  erects  such  a 
conduit,  and  the  disseisee  re-enter,  not  taking  conusance  of  any 
such  erection,  nor  using  it,  but  presently  after  his  re-entry  sells 
the  house  to  one,  and  the  land  to  another.,  he  who  hath  the  land 
is  not  compellable  to  suffer  the  other  to  enjoy  the  conduit ;  but 
in  the  principal  case,  by  reason  of  the  mispleading  therein,  there 
was  not  any  judgment  given. 

In  Sury  v.  Pigott,1  Doddridge,  J.,  says,  "  A  man  having  a  mill 
"  and  a  watercourse  over  his  land,  sells  a  portion  of  the  land 
"  over  which  the  watercourse  runs ;  in  such  a  case  by  necessity 
"  the  watercourse  remaineth  to  the  vendor,  and  the  vendee 
"  cannot  stop  it." 

In  the  case  of  Pyer  v.  Carter*  the  defendant's  house  adjoined  pyer  v. 
the  plaintiff's,  and  the  action  was  for  stopping  a  drain  running  Carter- 
under  both  houses.  The  two  houses  had  formerly  been  one,  and 
were  converted  into  two  by  a  former  owner,  who  conveyed  one  to 
the  defendant  and  afterwards  the  other  to  plaintiff.  At  the  time 
of  the  conveyance  the  drain  existed  running  under  plaintiff's 
house,  and  then  under  defendant's,  and  discharging  itself  into 
the  common  sewer ;  water  from  the  eaves  of  defendant's  house 
fell  on  plaintiff's,  and  then  ran  into  the  drain  on  plaintiff's 
premises,  and  thence  through  the  defendant's  premises  into 
the  common  sewer.  The  plaintiff's  house  was  drained  through 
the  same  drain.  It  was  proved  that  plaintiff  might  have  made 
a  drain  direct  from  his  house  into  the  common  sewer,  and  it 
was  not  proved  that  the  defendant  when  he  purchased  knew 
of  the  position  of  the  drain.  It  was  laid  down  by  the  Court  that 
where  the  owner  of  two  or  more  adjoining  houses  conveys  one 
to  a  purchaser,  such  purchaser  will  be  entitled  to  the  benefit 


1  Palmer,  444  ;  Popham,  166;  3  Bui- 
strode,  339  ;  Noy,  84  ;  Latch,  153 ;  W. 
Jones,  145.  As  to  other  cases  of  neces- 
sary easements,  see  Cox  v.  Mathews,  1 
Ventr.  237  ;  Palmer  v.  Fletcher,  Lev. 
122 ;  Richards  v.  Rote,  9  Ex.  220  ; 
Murchie  v.  Black,  19  C.  B.,  N.  S.  190  ; 
Swansboraugh  v.  Coventry,  9  Bing.  305  ; 
35  R.  R.  660  ;  Riviere  v.  Bower,  Ry.  & 
Moo.  24  ;  27  R.  R.    726 ;    Comjrton  v. 


Richards,  1  Price,  27  ;  15  R.  R.  682 ; 
Glare  v.  Harding,  27  L.  J.,  Ex.  392, 
per  Bramwell,  B.  ;  Pearson  v.  Sjtencer, 
1  B.  &  S.  571  ;  3  B.  &  S.  766,  Ex.  Ch.  ; 
TyringhavCs  case,  4  Rep.  38  ;  Hertz  v. 
Union  Bank,  2  Giff.  286  ;  White  v. 
Bass,  7  H.  &  N.  722  ;  Dodd  v.  Burchell, 
1  H.  &  C.  113  ;  Gale,  pp.  151—163. 
»  1  H.  &  N.  916  ;  Gale,  p.  139. 
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of  all  drains  from  that  house,  and  subject  to  all  the  drains  then 
necessarily  used  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  adjoining  house,  and 
that  without  any  express  reservation  or  grant,  inasmuch  as  the 
purchaser  takes  the  house  as  it  is :  and  that  the  question  as 
to  what  is  " necessarily  used"  depends  upon  the  state  of  things 
at  the  time  of  the  conveyance,  and  as  matters  then  stood  without 
alteration ;  and  upon  the  argument  urged  that  this  was  not 
an  apparent  and  continuous  easement,  the  Court  said,  that 
although  the  defendant  did  not  know  of  the  existence  of  the 
drain  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance  to  him,  yet  as  he  must  or 
ought  to  have  known  that  there  was  some  drainage  for  the 
waters  he  ought  to  have  inquired,  and  that  those  things  must 
be  considered  apparent  which  would  be  so  upon  a  careful 
inspection  by  a  person  conversant  with  such  matters. 

The  doctrines  laid  down  in  Pyer  v.  Carter  have  been  strongly 

dissented  from  in  two  cases  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.     The 

Suffield  v.        first,  that  of  Svffield  v.  Brown,1  was  a  case  of  a  dock  and  wharf 

owned  by  the  same  party,  where  the  bowsprits  of  vessels  in 
the  dock  had  to  project  over  the  corjier  of  the  wharf  in  order 
to  enter  the  dock  if  they  were  of  any  considerable  size.  The 
wharf  was  sold  to  one  without  any  reservation  of  the  right 
claimed,  and  the  dock  to  another.  The  Master  of  the  Bolls, 
Lord  Eomilly,  held  that  the  right  to  project  the  bowsprits 
was  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  dock,  and  was,  there- 
fore, impliedly  granted  by  the  conveyance.  On  appeal,  Lord 
Chancellor  Westbury  reversed  this  decision  of  the  Master  of 
the  Eolls:  "Where,"  he  says,  "the  owner  of  two  adjoining 
"'  properties  makes  an  absolute  grant  of  one  of  them  without 
"  reservation,  neither  he  nor  those  claiming  under  him  can 
"  derogate  from  that  grant  by  claiming  over  the  property  so 
"  granted  an  easement  in  respect  of  the  other  property,  the 
"user  of  which  existed  during  the  unity  of  ownership."  In 
the  course  of  his  judgment  he  criticises  Gale  on  Easements, 
ch.  4,  and  says,  "If  nothing  more  be  intended  by  this  passage 
"  than  to  state  that,  on  the  grant  by  the  owner  of  an  entire 
"  heritage  of  part  of  that  heritage  as  it  is  then  used  and  enjoyed 
"there  will  pass  to  the  grantee  all  those  continuous  and 
"apparent  easements  which  have  been  and  are  at  the  time 
"  of  the  grant  used  by  the  owners  of  the  entirety  for  the  benefit 
"of  the  parcel  granted,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  its  correct- 

1  33  L.  J.,  Ch.  249  ;  9  L.  T.  627  ;  12  W.  R.  356. 
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"  ile88 ;  but  it  seems  clear  that  the  learned  writer  uses  the  word 
"'grant'  in  the  sense  of  reservation  and  mutual  grant,  and 
"  intends  to  state  that  where  the  owner  of  the  entirety  sells 
"  and  grants  a  part  of  it  in  the  fullest  manner,  there  will  still 
"  be  reserved  to  such  owner  all  such  continuous,  apparent,  or 
"  necessary  easements  out  of  or  upon  the  thing  granted  as  have 
"been  used  by  the  owner  for  the  benefit  of  the  unsold  property 
"  during  the  unity  of  possession.  This  is  clearly  shown  by  what 
"  is  subsequently  laid  down,  that  it  is  immaterial  which  of  the 
"  two  tenements  is  first  granted,  whether  it  be  the  quasi  servient 
"or  the  quasi  dominant.  But  I  cannot  agree  that  the  grantor 
"  can  derogate  from  his  own  absolute  grant,  so  as  to  claim  rights 
"  over  the  thing  granted,  even  if  they  were  at  the  time  of  the 
"  grant  continuous  and  apparent  easements  enjoyed  by  an 
"adjoining  tenement  which  remains  the  property  of  him,  the 
"  grantor."  His  Lordship  goes  on  to  disapprove  of  Pyer  v.  Carter, 
and  says,  "I  cannot  look  upon  that  case  as  rightly  decided, 
"  and  must  wholly  refuse  to  accept  it  as  any  authority." 

In  CroBsley  v.  Lujhtowler l  it  was  held,  that  on  the  conveyance  Crouley  v. 
of  riparian  land  the  grantee  is  entitled  as  against  the  grantor  to  L,9ht,}wler- 
a  flow  of  pure  water  past  the  land  granted,  and  that  the  grantor 
cannot,  in  the  absence  of  any  express  reservation  to  that  effect, 
justify  fouling  the  water,  although  he  may  have  done  so  from 
the  drainage  of  a  manufactory  existing  before  and  at  the  time 
of  the  grant ;  and  Lord  Chelmsford,  L.  C,  in  giving  judgment, 
approves  of  Lord  Westbury's  dicta  in  Suffield  v.  Broicn,  and 
adds :  "It  appears  to  me  to  be  an  immaterial  circumstance  that 
"  the  easement  should  be  apparent  and  continuous.  For  non 
"  constat  that  the  grantor  does  not  intend  to  relinquish  it  unless 
"  he  shows  the  contrary  by  expressly  reserving  it.  The  argument 
"  of  the  defendants  would  make,  in  every  case  of  this  kind,  an 
"  implied  reservation  ;  and  yet  the  law  will  not  reserve  anything 
"  out  of  a  grant  in  favour  of  a  grantor  except  in  case  of  necessity." 

In  the  case  of   Watts  v.  Kelson,*  in  1860  the  owner  of  two   Watts  v. 
properties,  A.  and  B.,  made  a  drain  from  a  tank  on  property  B.  Xel*on- 
to  some  cattle  sheds  on  property  A.,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
them  with  water,  and  they  were  so  supplied  until  1863,  when  the 
owner  sold  property  A.  to  the  plaintiff,  "with  all  waters,  water- 

1  L.  R.,  2  Ch.  478  ;  36  L.  J..  Ch.  584  ;  1  E.  k  E.  1058  ;   29  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  145  ;  1 
16  L.  T.  638.  L.  T.  579  ;  and  see  also  cases  cited  by 

2  L.  R.,  6  Ch.  166 :  40  L.  J.,  Ch.  126  ;  Gale  ;  I  p.  110  et  svq. 
24  L.  T.  209  ;  Wardle  v.  UrocMehuv*t, 
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"  courses,  &c,  to  the  same  hereditaments  and  premises  belonging 
"or  appertaining,  or  with  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  held, 
"  enjoyed,  or  reputed  as  part  thereof  or  as  appurtenant  thereto; " 
and  the  plaintiff  had  the  use  of  the  water  as  above  until  defen- 
dant, a  subsequent  purchaser  of  property  B.,  stopped  it ;  it  was 
held  that  the  watercourse  was  a  continuous  easement  necessary  to 
the  use  of  property  A.  and  would  have  passed  by  implication  with- 
out any  words  of  grant;  and  further,  that  supposing  the  use  of  the 
water  were  only  convenient  and  not  necessary,  the  general  words 
of  the  grant  were  sufficient  to  pass  it.  It  was  held,  moreover, 
in  this  case,  that  the  right  claimed  being  a  right  to  have  the 
accustomed  flow  of  water  through  the  pipes  without  regard  to 
the  purpose  for  which  plaintiff  used  it,  the  right  was  not  lost 
by  his  using  the  water  for  cottages  erected  on  the  side  of  the 
cattle  sheds.  In  the  course  of  the  argument,  Mellish,  L.  J., 
says :  "  I  think  the  order  of  the  two  conveyances  in  point  of 
"  date  is  immaterial,  and  that  Pyer  v.  Carter,1  is  good  sense  and 
"  good  law.  Most  of  the  common  law  judges  have  not  approved 
"of  Lord  Westbury's  observations  on  it."  James,  L.  J. :  "I 
"  also  am  satisfied  with  the  decision  in  Pyer  v.  Carter"  l 
Whceldon  v.  In  the  case  of  Wheeldon  v.  Burrotv8y2  a  vendor  conveyed  a  plot 
of  land,  part  of  his  property,  to  A.,  without  any  reservation 
of  the  easement  of  access  of  light,  and  subsequently  another 
adjoining  plot,  part  of  the  property  retained,  to  B.  Bacon,  V.-C, 
held  that  the  easement,  though  apparent  and  continuous,  was 
not  of  necessity,  and  consequently  there  was  no  implied  reserva- 
tion of  it  by  the  vendor  out  of  his  conveyance  to  A. 

On  appeal,  the  Court  of  Appeal,8  consisting  of  James,  Baggallay, 
and  Thesiger,  L.  JJ.,  upheld  the  decision  of  the  Vice-Chancellor ; 
and  Thesiger,  L.  J.,  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court, 
discusses  in  an  elaborate  judgment  the  previous  cases,  and 
lays  down  the  law  as  follows:  "We  have  had,"  says  the  Lord 
Justice,  "  a  considerable  number  of  cases  cited  to  us,  and  out 
"  of  them  I  think  that  two  propositions  may  be  stated  as 
"what  I  may  call  the  general  rules  governing  cases  of  this 
"kind.  The  first  of  these  rules  is,  that  on  the  grant  by  the 
"  owner  of  a  tenement  of  part  of  that  tenement  as  it  is 
"  then  used  and  enjoyed,  there  will  pass  to  the  grantee  all  those 

1  1  H.  &  N.  916.  13  :  Russell  v.  Harford,   L.  R.,  2  Eq. 

«  12  Ch.  Div.  31  :  48  L.  J.,  Ch.  853  ;  507  :  Curriers'  Co.  v.  Corbett,  11  Jur., 

41  L.  T.  327  ;  27  W.  R.  165;  see  Ellis  N.  S.  719. 

v.  Manchester  Carriage  Co.,  2  C.  P.  D.  3  12  Ch.  Div.  48. 
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continuous  and  apparent  easements  (by  which  of  course,  I  mean 
quasi  easements),  or,  in  other  words,  all  those  easements  which 
are  necessary  to  the  reasonable  enjoyment  of  the  property 
granted,  and  which  have  been,  and  are  at  the  time  of  the 
grant,  used  by  the  owners  of  the  entirety  for  the  benefit  of  the 
part  granted.  The  second  proposition  is  that,  if  the  grantor 
intends  to  reserve  any  right  over  the  tenement  granted,  it  is 
his  duty  to  reserve  it  expressly  in  the  grant.  Those  are  the 
general  rules  governing  cases  of  this  kind,  but  the  second  of 
those  rules  is  subject  to  certain  exceptions.  One  of  those 
exceptions  is  the  well-known  exception  which  attaches  to  cases 
of  what  are  called  ways  of  necessity ;  and  I  do  not  dispute  for  a 
moment  that  there  may  be,  and  probably  are,  certain  other 
exceptions,  to  which  I  shall  refer  before  I  close  my  observations 
upon  this  case.  Both  of  the  general  rules  which  I  haye  men- 
tioned are  founded  upon  a  maxim  which  is  as  well  established 
by  authority  as  it  is  consonant  to  reason  and  common  sense,  viz., 
that  a  grantor  shall  not  derogate  from  his  grant.  It  has  been 
argued  before  us,  that  there  is  no  distinction  between  what  has 
been  called  an  implied  grant  and  what  is  attempted  to  be 
established  under  the  name  of  an  implied  reservation,  and  that 
such  a  distinction  between  the  implied  grant  and  the  implied 
reservation  is  a  mere  modern  invention,  and  one  which  runs 
contrary,  not  only  to  the  general  practice  upon  which  land 
has  been  bought  and  sold  for  a  considerable  time,  but  also  to 
authorities  which  are  said  to  be  clear  and  distinct  upon  the 
matter.  So  far,  however,  from  that  distinction  being  one 
which  was  laid  down  for  the  first  time  by,  and  which  is  to  be 
attributed  to  Lord  Westbury  in  Suffield  v.  Broivn?  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  has  existed  almost  as  far  back  as  we  can  trace  the 
law  upon  the  subject ;  and  I  think  it  right,  as  the  case  is  one  of 
considerable  importance,  not  merely  as  regards  the  parties,  but 
as  regards  vendors  and  purchasers  of  land  generally,  that  I 
should  go  with  some  little  particularity  into  what  I  may  term 
the  leading  cases  upon  the  subject."  His  Lordship  then  goes 
on  to  cite  Palmer  v.  Fletcher,2  Nicholas  v.  Chamberlain?  Tenant 
v.  Ooldivin?  Sioamborough  v.  Coventry?  Cox  v.  Mathews?  and 
Compton  v.  Ricliards?  as  authorities  for  the  principles  of  law 

1  4  De  J.  &  S.  185.  *  9  Bing.  305  ;  35  R.  R.  660. 

*  1  Lev.  122.  •  1  Vent.  237. 

3  Cro.  Jac.  121.  7  1  Price,  27  ;  15  R.  R.  682. 

4  2  Ld.  Raym.  1089,  1093. 


224  OF   ACQUIRED   RIGHTS   OP   WATER. 

slated  at  the  beginning  of  his  judgment,  and  continues :  "  I  now 
"come  to  Pyer  v.  Carter,1  which  seems  to  break  the  hitherto 
"  unbroken  current  of  authority  upon  this  point,  and  there  can 
"  be  no  doubt  that  Sir  Henry  Jackson  is  justified  in  saying,  that 
"  if  that  case  is  right,  this  appeal  ought  to  be  allowed.  That  was 
"  a  case  of  a  somewhat  special  character.  A  house  was  conveyed 
"  to  the  defendant  by  a  person  who  was  the  owner  of  that  house, 
"  and  also  of  the  house  which  was  subsequently  conveyed  to  the 
"  plaintiff;  and  there  had  been,  during  the  unity  of  the  owner- 
"  ship,  the  enjoyment  of  the  easement  of  a  spout  which  extended 
"from  the  defendant's  premises  over  the  plaintiff's  premises, 
"  and  by  which  water  was  conveyed  on  to  the  latter.  But  it  is 
"  material  to  observe  that  the  water,  when  it  came  on  to  what 
"  was  subsequently  the  plaintiff's  premises,  was  conveyed  into  a 
"drain  on  the  plaintiff 's  premises,  which  drain  passed  through 
"  the  defendant's  premises,  and  in  that  way  went  out  into  the 
"  common  sewer.  Subsequently,  the  house  over  which  this 
"  easement  existed  was  conveyed  to  the  plaintiff,  and  upon  an 
"  obstruction  of  the  drains  in  the  defendant's  house,  which,  be  it 
"observed,  immediately  caused  a  flooding  of  the  plaintiff's  house 
"  by  the  very  water  coming  from  the  defendant's  house,  the 
"  plaintiff  brought  his  action ;  and  it  was  held  there  that  the 
"  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  maintain  his  action,  and  that  upon  the 
"  original  conveyance  to  the  defendant,  there  was  a  reservation 
"  to  the  grantor  of  the  right  to  carry  away  this  water  which  came 
"  from  the  defendant's  premises  by  the  medium  of  the  drain, 
"  which  also  went  through  his  premises.  Though  those  circum- 
"  stances  were  special  in  their  character,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
"  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Court  of  Exchequer  were  as 
"  wide  as  possibly  could  be.  The  Court  laid  down  that  there  was 
"no  distinction  between  implied  reservation  and  implied  grant ; 
"and  this,  as  it  appears  to  me,  broke  the  hitherto  unbroken 
"  current  of  authority  upon  this  subject." 

His  Lordship  then  states  that  the  principles  of  law  laid  down 
in  Pyer  v.  Carter  were  distinctly  overruled  in  White  v.  Bass* 
and  cites  with  approval  the  judgment  of  Lord  Westbury  in 
Snffield  v.  Bnm  n  as  stated  on  a  former  page.8  "  But,"  he  con- 
tinues, "  Svffield  v.  Brown*  has  been  confirmed  by  an  equally 
"  high  authority,  for,  in  Crossley  and  Sons  v.  Lightotvlerf  Lord 

1  1  H.  &  N.  916.  8  4  De  J.&  S.  185,  ff«fc,pp.  220  et  seq. 

*  7  H.  &  N.  722.  *  L.  B.,  2  Ch.  478. 
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"Chelmsford  as  Lord  Chancellor  had  to  deal  with  a  similar 
"  question,  and  he  there  says :  '  Lord  Westbury,  however,  in  the 
"'case  of  Snffield  v.  Broun,  refused  to  accept  the  case  of  Pyer 
"'v.  Carter,1  as  an  authority,  and  said:  "It  seems  to  be  more 
"  '  reasonable  and  just  to  hold  that  if  the  grantor  intends  to 
"  '  reserve  any  right  over  the  property  granted,  it  is  his  duty  to 
"  '  reserve  it  expressly  in  the  grant,  rather  than  to  limit  and  cut 
"  *  down  the  operation  of  a  plain  grant  (which  is  not  pretended  to 
"  'be  otherwise  than  in  conformity  with  the  contract  between  the 
"'parties),  by  the  fiction  of  an  implied  reservation."  I  entirely 
"  'agree  with  this  view.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  an  immaterial 
" '  circumstance  that  the  easement  should  be  apparent  and 
" '  continuous,  for  non  constat  that  the  grantor  does  not  intend 
" '  to  relinquish  it  unless  he  shows  the  contrary  by  expressly 
"  '  reserving  it.  The  argument  of  the  defendants  would  make, 
'"in  every  case  of  this  kind,  an  implied  reservation  by  law ;  and 
" '  yet  the  law  will  not  reserve  anything  out  of  a  grant  in  favour 
"  '  of  a  grantor,  except  in  case  of  necessity/  Now  the  only  case 
"  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  which  is  suggested  as  being  contrary  to 
"  this  high  authority  of  two  Lord  Chancellors  is  Watts  v.  Kelson* 
"  and  no  doubt  there  are  observations  of  Lord  Justice  Mellish  to 
"  the  effect  that  the  order  of  conveyance  in  point  of  date  is 
"  immaterial,  that  Pyer  v.  Carter*  is  good  sense  and  good  law, 
"  and  that  most  of  the  common  law  judges  have  not  approved 
"  of  Lord  Westbury's  observations.  But,  putting  aside  for  the 
"  moment  that  this  was  a  mere  dictum  of  the  Lord  Justice  during 
"  the  argument,  I  must  observe  that  this  is  not  exactly  so,  as  in 
"  White  v.  Bass,4  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  had 
"  distinctly,  as  regards  the  reasoning  of  Pyer  v.  Carter,  overruled 
"  that  case.  No  doubt,  also,  Lord  Justice  James  says,  '  I  am 
"  '  satisfied  with  the  decision  in  Pyer  v.  Carter.9  But  in  the  con- 
"  sidered  judgment  of  the  Court,  when,  if  it  had  been  intended  to 
"  say  that  Suffieldv.  Broivn*  was  not  law,  one  would  have  thought 
"  there  would  have  been  something  distinct  upon  the  point,  there 
"  is  not  one  word  to  the  effect  of  that  which  had  been  said  by  the 
"  Lords  Justices  during  the  argument.  All  that  is  said  about  it 
"is  this:  Lord  Justice  Mellish,  who  delivered  the  judgment, 
"  after  referring  to  Nicholas  v.  Chamberlain,6  said,  '  This  case  has 

MH.&N.  916.  *  7  H.  &  N.  722. 

3  L.  R.,  6  Ch.  166,  174.  *  4  De  J.  &  S.  185. 

MH.&N.  916.  6  Cro.  Jac.  121. 

L.W.  15 
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"  '  always  been  cited  with  approval,  and  is  identical  not  only  in 
"'principle,  but  in  its  actual  facts,  with  the  case  now  before  us. 
"  '  It  was  expressly  approved  of  by  Lord  Westbury  in  Suffield  v. 
"  'Brown,1  where,  though  he  objected  to  the  decision  in  Pyer  v. 
" '  Carter,-  in  which  it  was  held  that  a  right  to  an  existent 
"  '  continuous  apparent  easement  was  impliedly  reserved  in  the 
"  '  conveyance  by  the  owner  of  two  houses  in  the  alleged  servient 
"  '  houses,  yet  he  seems  to  agree  that  the  right  to  such  an  easement 
" '  would  pass  by  implied  grant  where  the  dominant  tenement 
"  '  is  conveyed  first ; '  and  that  is  what  the  Court  of  Appeal  had 
"  to  decide  in  Watts  v.  Kelson.3    Therefore  Watts  v.  Kelson  is 
"  no  authority  to  justify  us  in  overruling  Suffield  v.  Broion, — 
"  still  less  for  overruling  it,  supported  as  it  is  by  the  case  of 
"  Crossley  and  Sons  v.  Lightowler.*     Thus,  then,  as  it  appears  to 
"  me,  stand  the  principal  authorities  on  the  general  rules  of  law 
"  which  I  stated  at  the  commencement  of  this  judgment.' '     The 
Lord  Justice  then  notices  a  number  of  other  cases5  which  were 
cited  to  illustrate  the  exceptions  to  the  second  general  rule  laid 
down  by  him  at   the  commencement  of  his    judgment — viz., 
ways  of  necessity — and   continues :    "  These  cases  in  no  way 
"  support  the  proposition  for  which  the  appellant  in  this  case 
"  contends ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  support  the  propositions  that 
"  in  the  case  of  a  grant  you  may  imply  a  grant  of  such  continuous 
"  and  apparent  easements,  or  such  easements  as  are  necessary 
"  to  the  reasonable  enjoyment  of  the  property  conveyed,  and 
"  have,  in  fact,  been  enjoyed  during  the  unity  of  ownership ;  but 
"  that,  with  the  exception  which  I  have  referred  to  of  easements 
"  of  necessity,  you  cannot  imply  a  similar  reservation  in  favour 
"  of  the  grantor  of  land.     Upon  the  question  whether  there  is 
"  any  other  exception,  I  must  refer  both  to  Pyer  v.  Carter6  and 
"  to  Richards  v.  Rose  ;7  and,  although  it  is  quite  unnecessary  for 
"  us  to  decide  the  point,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  possible 
"  way  in  which  these  cases  can  be  supported  without  in  any  way 
"  departing  from  the  general  maxims  upon  which  we  base  our 
"  judgment  in  this  case.     I  have  already  pointed  to  the  special 
"  circumstances  in  Pyer  v.  Carter,  and  I  cannot  see  that  there  is 

1  4  De  J.  &  S.  185.  Hay  don,  6  Mod.  1 ;  Chichester  v.  Lcth- 

2  1  H.  k  K.  916.  bridge,  Willes,  72,  n.  ;  Dutton  v.  Taylor, 

3  L.  R.,  6  Cb.  166.  Lutw.  1487  ;  DavietY.  Sear,  L.  R.,  7  Eq. 
«  L.  R.,  2  Ch   478  ;  36  L.  J.,  Ch.  584  ;  427,  431. 

16  L.  T.  638.  •  1  H.  &  N.  916. 

a  Pennington  v.  Gallatid,  9  Ex.  1, 12  ;  7  9  Ex.  218. 

Clark  v.  Cogge,  Cro.  Jac.  170  ;  Staple  v. 
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"  anything  unreasonable  in  supposing  that  in  such  a  case,  where 
"  the  defendant  under  his  grant  is  to  take  this  easement  which 
"  had  been  enjoyed  during  the  unity  of  ownership,  of  pouring 
"  his  water  upon  the  grantor's  land,  he  should  also  be  held  to 
"  take  it,  subject  to  the  reciprocal  and  mutual  easement  by  which 
"  that  very  same  water  was  carried  into  the  drain  on  that  land, 
"  and  then  back  through  the  land  of  the  person  from  whose  land 
"  the  water  came.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  consistent  with  reason 
"  and  common  sense  that  these  reciprocal  easements  should  be 
"  implied;  and,  although  it  is  not  necessary  to  decide  the  point, 
"  it  seems  to  me  worthy  of  consideration  in  any  after  case,  if  the 
"  question  whether  Pyer  v.  Carter  is  right  or  wrong  comes  for 
"  discussion,  to  consider  that  point.  Richards  v.  Rose,  although 
"  not  identically  open  to  exactly  the  same  reasoning  as  would 
"  apply  to  Pyer  v.  Carter,  still  appears  to  me  to  be  open  to  analogous 
"  reasoning.  Two  houses  had  existed  for  some  time,  each 
"  supporting  the  other.  Is  there  anything  unreasonable — is 
"  there  not,  on  the  contrary,  something  very  reasonable — to 
"  suppose  in  that  case  that  the  man  who  takes  a  grant  of  the 
"  house  first,  and  takes  it  with  the  right  of  support  from  that 
"  adjoining  house,  should  also  give  to  that  adjoining  house  a 
"reciprocal  right  of  support  from  his  own?"  His  Lordship 
concludes  his  judgment  by  referring  again  to  the  case  of 
Sicansborough  v.  Coventry,1  and  by  holding  that  in  the  present 
case  the  fact  that  the  two  tenements,  though  not  sold  together, 
were  put  up  at  an  auction  together  as  part  and  parcel  of  one 
sale,  could  not  affect  the  question.2 

An  easement  exercised  for  the  benefit  of  the  dominant  estate  is 
not  invalid  merely  because  from  the  very  nature  of  its  exercise  by 
the  dominant  estate  it  confers  some  benefit  on  other  tenements.3 

With  regard  to  what  words  are  necessary  in  a  conveyance  to  What  words 
pass  an  easement  not  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  tenement  p^^1^. 
granted,  it  has  been  held  that  general  words,  such  as  "  apper-  mentnotof 
taining,"  "belonging,"  &c,  are  insufficient  on  the  severance  of  necessl  y- 
tenements  to  pass  such  rights  as  ways,  commons,  &c. ;  but  in 

1  9  Bing.  305  ;  35  R.  R.  660.  gates  of  certain  6luices  or  locks  belonging 

2  As  to  this  last  point,  see  Ewart  v.       to  the  appellant  upon  the  river  Ouse  in 
Belfast  Guardians,  ante,  p.  213  and  n.  3.      time  of  floods  or  likelihood  of  flood  in 

s  Simpson  v.  God  mane  hester  Corpora-  order  to  prevent  damage  to  those  lands, 

tion,  (1897)  A.  C.  696 ;  66  L.  J.,  Ch.  and  it  was  held  that  the  easement  was 

770 ;   77  L.  T.  409,  H.  L.  (E.)    In  this  good  and  was  none  the  worse  because 

case  the  corporation  of  Godmanchester,  the  exercise  of  it  also  benefited  lands 

as  owners  of  certain  lands,  had  for  more  belonging  to  other  persons. 


than  200  years  opened,  as  of  right,  the 
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the  case  of  Wardle  v.  Brocklehiirst  it  was  held  that,  by  the  grant 
of  a  farm  with  the  usual  words  "  with  all  watercourses  used, 
"  occupied,  or  enjoyed  with  the  premises,"  the  benefit  of  a 
culvert,  and  a  stream  of  water  running  through  the  lands  of  the 
vendor  to  the  farm  granted,  passed ;  and  Lord  Campbell  says, 
"  The  land  must  be  taken  to  be  conveyed  in  the  state  in  which 
"  it  then  was,  that  is,  we  must  take  it  that  the  culvert  so  bringing 
"  down  the  water  and  all  the  watercourses  are  granted,  not  only 
"  those  which  belong  and  appertain  to  the  premises,  but  also 
"  those  which  were  used  and  enjoyed  therewith."  This  judg- 
ment was  affirmed  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  and  it  was  held 
that  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  use  the  water,  not  only  for 
the  farm  which  was  sold  to  him,  but  for  a  manufactory  which 
he  possessed  beyond.1  In  Pullan  v.  Roughfort  Bleaching  Co.,* 
lands,  on  which  were  certain  dams  and  artificial  watercourses 
leading  therefrom,  and  which  were  held  under  leases  containing 
reservations  of  all  mills,  mill-seats,  dams,  dam-seats,  water,  and 
watercourses,  and  all  convenient  ways  to  and  from  the  same, 
were  ordered  to  be  sold  in  an  administration  suit.  They  were 
accordingly  put  up  for  sale  by  auction  in  four  lots,  the  particulars 
and  conditions  of  sale,  which  set  out  the  reservations  in  detail, 
stating  that  each  lot  would  be  sold  subject  to  all  rights  and 
easements  legally  existing.  The  sale  by  auction  proved  abortive. 
The  plaintiff  subsequently  tendered  for  lot  4.  His  offer  was 
accepted,  and  his  lot  was  conveyed  to  him  "excepting  and 
"  reserving  all  such  matters  and  things  as  are  excepted  and 
"reserved  in  and  by  the  said  recited  indenture  of  lease,"  and 
also  subject  to  all  such  rights  and  easements  as  then  existed  or 
affected  the  premises.  After  the  acceptance  of  the  plaintiff's  offer, 
and  before  the  conveyance  to  him,  H.  made  a  tender  for  lot  8,  which 
was  accepted ;  and  this  lot  was  by  deed,  subsequent  to  the  plaintiff's 
conveyance,  assigned  to  him  with  similar  exceptions,  reserva- 
tions, &c.  H.  assigned  his  interests  to  the  defendants.  Prior  to, 
and  at  the  time  of,  the  plaintiff's  proposal  and  conveyance,  some 
of  the  artificial  watercourses  flowed  from  lot  8  to  lot  4,  and  the 
water  thereof  was  utilized  for  certain  purposes  on  this  lot.  The 
lessor  had  never  interfered  or  expressed  any  intention  of  inter- 
fering with  the  plaintiff's  user  or  enjoyment  of  these  water- 

1  1  E.  &  E.  1058  ;  29  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  145  ;  *  21  L.  R.,  Ir.  73  ;  see  also  Hall  v. 

1  L.  T.  579.     See  also  Watt*  v.  Kehon,      ZfiJrd,  32  L.  J.,  Ex.  113;  7  L.  T.  692  ; 
L.  R..6Ch.  17:».  1  H.  &C.676. 
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courses.  The  defendants  obstructed  the  water  flowing  therein : — 
The  Court  held,  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  a  declaration  as 
between  him  and  the  defendants  of  a  right  to  the  usual  and 
accustomed  flow  of  water,  and  to  an  injunction  to  restrain  the 
defendants  from  obstructing  the  same,  and  that  mere  possession 
of  rights,  corporeal  or  incorporeal,  is  sufficient  to  maintain  an 
action  for  disturbance  of  them  against  a  wrongdoer. 

It  should  be  here  noticed  that  the  maxim  of  law  is,  that  who-  Secondary 
soever  grants  a  thing,  is  supposed  also  tacitly  to  grant  that  ea,MII0ntfc 
without  which  the  grant  would  be  of  no  effect  ;*  and  that  conse- 
quently, upon  the  grant  of  an  easement,  all  such  secondary 
easements  as  are  essential  for  its  full  enjoyment  will  pass  also 
without  further  words  of  grant.2  Thus,  where  there  is  an  ease- 
ment of  watercourse  over  another's  land,  there  is  an  implied  right 
of  going  on  that  land  to  clear  and  repair  it,  and,  where  there  is  a 
right  of  drawing  water,  this  includes  the  right  of  going  and  return- 
ing over  the  servient  owner's  land.3  In  executing  works  necessary 
for  the  enjoyment  of  the  easement,  nothing  of  course  must  be 
done  to  alter  the  accustomed  mode  of  enjoyment  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  impose  a  greater  burden  on  the  servient  tenement.  Such 
secondary  easements,  forming  in  most  cases  one  entire  right  with 
the  principal  easement,  cease  also  on  its  extinction.4 

As  every  easement  is  a  restriction  upon  the  rights  of  property  No  alteration 
of  the  owner  of  the  servient  tenement,  no  alteration  can  be  made  ^n  J^m  e 
in  the  mode  of  enjoyment  by  the  owner  of  the  dominant  heritage,  pent  increas- 
the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  increase  such  restriction.    Supposing  restriction. 
no  grant  to  exist,  the  right  must  be  limited  by  the  amount  of 
enjoyment  proved  to  have  been  had  ;5  but  a  mere  alteration  in 
the  mode  of  enjoyment,  whereby  no  injury  is  caused  to  the 
servient  heritage,  will  not  destroy  the  right.6 

The  existence7  of  the  evidence  necessary  to  prove  an  actual  Bypreecrip- 
grant  of  a  special  right  to  a  watercourse,  may  be  inferred  from  a  tion* 


1  11.  Rep.  52  ;  Angell,  p.  278. 

2  See  Gale,  p.  549. 

»  Gtwdhart  v.  Ifi/eft,  25  Ch.  1).  182 ; 
63  L.  J.,  Ch.  219  ;  *50  L.  T.  95  ;  Brown 
t.  Bert,  1  Wils.  174  ;  Bracton,  lib.  4.  ff. 
232  a,  233  a ;  Xichvla*  v.  Chamberlain, 
Cro.  Jac.  121  ;  HiwhcUffe  v.  Earl  of 
Kinnmd.  5  Bin*.,  N.  C.  1 ;  50  R.  R. 
579 :  see  also  Pyer  v.  Carter,  1  H.  & 
N.  916 ;  Peanton  v.  Spencer,  3  B.  &  S. 
761  ;    Dodd    v.    Bttrrhell,   1    H.  &   C. 


113;  and  American  cases  in  Angell, 
ch.  5. 

4  Civil  Law,  L.  17,  ft.  quemad.  serv. 
am  it.  ;  Peter  v.  Daniel,  5  C.  B.  563  ; 
Beetton  v.  Weate,  5  B.  &  E.  986. 

6  See  Cawkioell  v.  Rutsell,  26  L.  J., 
Ex.  34,  and  post,  p.  254. 

6  LuttrelVs  cane,  4  Rep.  86  ;  Hall  v. 
Swift ,  6  Scott,  167 ;  4  Bing.,  N.  C.  381  ; 
44  R.  R.  723  ;  and  pott,  pp.  242,  247. 

7  Angell  on  Watercourses,  p.  351 
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long  use  and  enjoyment  without  interruption.  It  is  laid  down  in 
Br  acton,1  that  all  incorporeal  rights  or  services  may  be  acquired 
by  acquiescence  and  use,  and  lost  by  neglect  and  disuse.  Indeed, 
all  the  writers  upon  the  common  law  of  England,  as  well  as  the 
civilians,  have  recognized  the  principle,  that  a  right  to  any 
incorporeal  hereditament  may  be  acquired  by  lapse  of  time.  It 
is  the  duty  of  the  Court  when  they  find  an  uninterrupted  and 
immemorial  user  to  find  if  possible  a  legal  origin  for  it,3  but  the 
circumstances  of  the  enjoyment  must  be  carefully  looked  to.8 
Where  an  onerous  liability  has  been  asserted  and  submitted  to 
for  a  long  series  of  years,  although  the  evidence  begins  well 
within  modern  times,  anything  not  manifestly  absurd  which  will 
support  and  give  a  legal  origin  to  such  a  custom  will  be  presumed  to 
have  a  legal  origin.4  This  mode  of  acquisition  has  been  by  writers 
both  on  the  common  and  civil  law  denominated  prescription,  which 
they  say  is  founded  on  usage — longa,  continua,  etpaeifica.  They 
also  state  that  every  prescription  supposes  a  grant  once  made  and 
afterwards  lost ;  and  that,  therefore,  nothing  can  be  claimed  by 
prescription5  which  in  its  nature  could  not  have  been  granted. 
Prescription  Prescription  may  be  defined  as  "  a  title  acquired  by  possession 
a^common       "  ha(i  during  the  time  and  in  the  manner  fixed  by  law."6    By 

common  law  an  enjoyment  to  confer  a  title  to  an  easement  must 
have  continued  during  a  period  co-extensive  with  the  memory  of 
man,  or,  in  legal  phrase,  "  during  time  whereof  the  memory  of 
"  man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary."  "The  time  of  memory," 
says  Blackstone,  "  has  long  ago  been  used  and  ascertained  by  the 
"law  to  commence  from  the  reign  of  Ric.  I."  The  extreme 
difficulty  of  giving  proof  of  enjoyment  for  so  long  a  period  was 
lessened  by  its  being  held  that  evidence  of  enjoyment,  during  a 
shorter  time,  raised  a  presumption  that  such  enjoyment  had  existed 
for  the  necessary  period.  Where,  however,  the  actual  origin  of  the 
enjoyment  was  shown  to  have  been  of  more  recent  date  than  the 
prescription,  the  right  in  earlier  cases  was  held  to  be  defeated.7 

1  Lib.  4.  xxxviii..  sect.  3.  Stacker,  L.  R.,  1  Ch.  396  ;  35  L.  J.,  Ch. 

2  Goodman  v.  Saltash   Corporation,  7       467  ;  14  L.  T.  427. 

App.  Cas.  633  ;  A.-G.  v.  Wright,  (1897)  6  Gale,  164  ;  Co.  Litt.  113  b  ;  see  also 

2  Q.  B.  318.  the  judgment  of  Cockbum,    C.  J.,  in 

s  Tilbury  v.  Silva,  45  Ch.  Div.  98  ;  62  Angvs  v.  Dalton,  3  Q.  B.  D.  100,  where 

L.  T.  254.  an  elaborate  history  of  the  origin  of  the 

4  L.  $  N.  IF.  Ely,  v.  Fobbing  Level  doctrine  of  prescription  is  given  ;  and 

Commissioner*,  (1896)  66  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  127  ;  same  case  on  appeal,  4  Q.  B.  D.  462. 

25  L.  T.  629.  '  Gale,  p.  167  ;  see  Jenkins  v.  Harrey, 
b  Carlyon  v.  Lorering,  1  H.  &  N.  784  ;  1  Cr.,  M.  &  R.  894 ;  40  R.  R.  769  ;  Bury 

26  L.  J.,  Ex.  251  ;  Rochdale  Co.  v.  Bad-       v.  Pope,  Cro.  Eliz.  118. 
cliffe,  18  Q.  B.  287 ;  see  also  Irimey  v. 
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To  obviate  the  inconvenience,  which  must  have  arisen  from  By  lost  grant, 
allowing  long  enjoyment  to  be  defeated  merely  by  showing  that 
the  origin  of  the  right  was  subsequent  to  the  reign  of  Ric.  I.,  the 
Courts  introduced  a  new  title  by  the  presumption  of  a  grant 
made  and  lost  in  modern  times.1  According  to  this  doctrine, 
from  evidence  of  enjoyment  of  from  twenty  to  sixty  years,3  a  jury 
were  at  liberty  to  presume  a  grant  of  the  right  claimed,  although 
the  origin  of  the  right  was  shown  to  be  more  recent  than  the  time 
of  legal  memory.3  Such  a  presumption  might  be  rebutted ;  *  but 
on  the  recommendation  of  a  judge  that  the  evidence  warranted 
the  presumption  of  a  grant,  a  jury  were  bound  to  find  that  such 
had  existed.5 

The  statute  2   do  8    Will.  IV.  c.   71,  commonly  called  the  ThePreBcrip- 
Prescription  Act,  was  intended  further  to  accomplish  this  object,  tionAct« 
by  shortening,  in  effect,  the  period  of  prescription,  and  making 
that  possession  a  bar  or  title  of  itself,  which  was  so  before  only 
by  the  intervention  of  a  jury.6 

The  provisions  of  this  Act,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  easement 
of  watercourse,  are  as  follows  : — By  sect.  2,  it  is  enacted,  "  That 
"  no  claim  which  may  be  lawfully  made  at  the  common  law,  by 
"  custom,  prescription,  or  grant,  to  any  way  or  other  easement, 
"  or  to  any  watercourse,7  or  the  use  of  any  water,8  to  be  enjoyed 
"  or  derived  upon,  over,  or  from  any  land  or  water  of  our  said 


1  Gale,  p.  170. 

2  See  Rdle  v.  Whyte,  L.  11.,  3  Q.  13. 
303  ;  Dewhirst  v.  Wriglry,  C.  P.  Coop. 
329  ;  Baily  v.  Clark,  (J901)  17  T.  L.  K. 
239  ;  (1902)  18  T.  L.  R.  304,  ('.  A. 

3  Keymer  v.  Summer*,  cited  in  Bead 
v.  BroiikmuH,  3  T.  R.  157  ;  Bull.  N.  P. 
74  ;  Campbell  v.  Wilson,  3  Kast,  294  ;  7 
R.  R.  462 ;  see  also  Mayor  of  Hull  v. 
Homer,  Cowp.  102  ;  EldrUhje  v.  Nott, 
ibid.  214  ;  Ladu  Dartmouth  v.  Boberts, 
1G  East.  334;  Holcroft  v.  Keel,  1  Bos. 
6i  Pul.  400 ;  35  R.  R.  683  ;  Lorett  v. 
Wilson,  3  Biug.  115  ;  Codling  v.  John- 
son, 9  B.  &  C.  933  ;  33  R.  R.  375  ;  see 
yer  Cockbum,  C.  J.,  in  Angus  v.  Dalton, 
3  Q.  B.  D.  100. 

4  Sec  per  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  in  Angus  v. 
Dalton,  3  Q.  B.  D.  100. 

6  Per  Alderson,  B.,  in  Jenkins  v. 
Harrey,  1  C,  M.  &  R.  895  ;  40  R.  R.  769  ; 
per  Parke.  B.,  in  Bright  v.  Walker, 
1  C,  M.  &  R.  217 ;  40  R.  R.  536  ;  see 
also  Finch  v.  Besbridge,  2  Vera.  390. 

6  Bright  v.  Walker,  1  C,  M.&  R.  217, 
per  Parke,  B. ;  40  R.  R.  536. 

7  A  claim  to  adulterate  the  water  of 
a  natural  stream  is  a  claim  to  a  water- 


course within  this  section  :  Wright  v. 
Williams,  1  M.  &  W.  77  ;  Carlyon  v. 
Lorering,  1  H.  &  N.  797  ;  35  L.  J.,  Ch. 
467  ;  14  L.  T.  427. 

8  A  claim  of  right  to  go  on  any  man's 
close,  and  take  water  from  a  spring 
there,  is  an  easement  :  Bace  v.  Ward, 
4  E.  &  B.  702  ;  Manning  v.  Wasdale,  5 
A.  &  E.  764  :  44  R.  R.  576 ;  Constable  v. 
Xiehohon,  14  C.  B.,  N.  S.  230.  A  right 
to  keep  an  opening  from  an  ancient 
ditch  into  a  stream  closed,  can  be  estab- 
lished by  twenty  years'  uninterrupted 
user  :  Drewitt  v.  Sheard,  7  C.  &  P.  465  ; 
48  R.  R.  797.  A  claim  to  have  water 
diverted,  which  would  otherwise  have 
come  to  plaintiffs  land,  is  a  claim  to  a 
watercourse  under  2  &  3  Will.  1 V.  c.  71  : 
Mason  v.  Shrewsbury  Bail.  Co.,  L.  R., 
6  Q.  B.  578.  A  claim  to  the  waste 
water  allowed  to  pass  from  a  canal  is 
not  a  claim  to  a  watercourse  under  the 
Prescription  Act  :  Stafftrrdshire  Canal 
v.  Birmingham,  L.  R.,  1  H.  L.  254.  A 
claim  to  a  weir  in  a  non-navigable  river 
is  within  the  Act  :  Bolle  v.  Whyte, 
L.  R.,  3  Q.  B.  2m;  Lecon field  v. 
Lonsdale,  L.  R..  5  C.  P.  657 
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"  Lord  the  King,  his  heirs  or  successors,  or  being  parcel  of  the 
"  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  or  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  or  being  the 
"  property  of  any  ecclesiastical  or  lay  person,  or  body  corporate, 
"  when  such  way  or  other  matter  as  herein  last  before  mentioned 
"  shall  have  been  actually  enjoyed  by  any  person  claiming  right1 
"  thereto,  without  in terruption  for  the  full  period  of  twenty  years, 
"  shall  be  defeated  or  destroyed  by  showing-  only  that  such  way 
"  or  other  matter  was  first  enjoyed  at  any  time  prior  to  such 
"  period  of  twenty  years ;  but  nevertheless,  such  claim  may  be 
"  defeated  in  any  other  way  by  which  the  same  is  now  liable  to 
"  be  defeated ; 2  and  where  such  way  or  other  matter  as  herein 
"  last  before  mentioned  shall  have  been  so  enjoyed  as  aforesaid 
"  for  the  full  period  of  forty  years,8  the  right  thereto  shall  be 
"  deemed  absolute  and  indefeasible,  unless  it  shall  appear  that 
"  the  same  was  enjoyed  by  some  consent  or  agreement  expressly 
"  given  or  made  for  that  purpose  by  deed  or  writing." 

By  sect.  4,  it  is  provided,  that  each  of  the  respective  periods 
before  mentioned  are  to  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  period 
next  before  some  suit  or  action  in  which  the  right  is  disputed,4 


1  See  Ttrl'le  v.  Brown,  4  A.  &  E.  369  ; 
43  R.  R.  358. 

8  As  to  this,  see  Gale  on  Easements, 
pp.  180—  11K). 

8  In  Mason  v.  Shrewsbury  Railway 
(L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  578),  a  canal  company 
before  1800,  under  powers  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  diverted  to  the  canal  a  great 
part  of  the  water  of  a  brook  which  flowed 
through  plaintiffs  land.  The  rest  of 
the  water  continued  to  flow  as  before. 
In  1847,  defendants,  under  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  bought  and  discontinued 
the  canal.  In  1864,  defendants  restored, 
by  means  of  a  cut,  the  water  which  had 
been  diverted  to  the  brook.  In  1865 
they  sold  the  part  of  the  canal  on  which 
was  the  cut.  The  bed  of  the  brook, 
owing  to  the  diminished  scour  from  1800 
to  1853,  had  become  silted  up  so  as  not 
to  be  sufficient  to  carry  off  the  water  in 
extraordinary  floods.  In  1866.  such  a 
flood  occurred,  and  damaged  plaintiffs 
lands.  The  Court  held,  that  there  being 
no  obligation  imposed  on  the  canal 
company  to  continue  the  diversion  of 
the  water,  plaintiff  had  no  right  of  action. 
By  Blackburn  and  Hannen,  JJ.,  on  the 
ground  that,  though  the  claim  to  have 
the  water  diverted  was  a  claim  to  a 
"watercourse  under  the  Prescription  Act, 
yet  the  enjoyment  was  not  of  right,  and 
therefore,  though  of  more  than  forty 
years,  it  conferred  no  right  on  the  plain- 


tiff. By  Cockburn.  C.  J.,  on  the  ground 
that  plaintiff,  the  owner  of  the  servient 
tenement,  could  acquire  no  right  against 
the  owner  of  the  dominant  tenement. 
►See  also  Xational  Manure  Co.  v.  Donald, 
4  H.  &  N.  8. 

4  Where  the  continuance  of  a  wrong- 
ful act  causes  fresh  damage,  the  continu- 
ance of  the  wrongful  act  which  caused 
the  damage  constitutes  a  fresh  cause  of 
action. 

The  defendants,  in  1866,  wrongfully 
obstruct ed  a  stream  flowing  by  the 
plaintiff's  lands,  and  continued  the 
obstruction  down  to  1873,  when  it  caused 
the  flooding  of  his  lands.  Held  (affirm- 
ing the  decision  of  the  Common  Pleas,  but 
on  a  different  ground),  that  the  continu- 
ance of  the  wrongful  obstruction  causing 
fresh  damage  in  1873  constituted  a  fresh 
cause  of  action  in  1873  ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  Statute  of  Limitation  applicable 
to  the  case  began  to  run  from  the  time  of 
the  damage  in  1 873.  The  plaintiff  relied 
upon  the  obstruction  of  the  stream  as 
the  cause  of  action.  Held,  that,  having 
regard  to  sect.  81  of  the  Common  Law 
Procedure  Act,  1853,  it  was  open  to  the 
plaintiff  to  rely  upon  the  continuance 
of  the  obstruction  as  the  cause  of  action. 
Dertry  v.  Grand  Canal  Co.,  Ir.  R.,  9  C.  L. 
194  ;  Ir.  RM  8  C.  L.  511,  following  White- 
hoiite  v.  Fellowet,  10  C.  B.,  K.  S.  765. 
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and  that  no  act  is  to  be  deemed  an  interruption,  unless  the  same 
shall  have  been  submitted  to  or  acquiesced  in  for  one  year  after 
notice  given. 

Sect.  5  provides  that,  in  pleading,  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  claim 
the  enjoyment  as  of  right. 

Sect.  6  provides  that  no  presumption  shall  be  allowed  in  favour 
of  any  claim,  upon  proof  of  enjoyment  for  less  than  the  number 
of  years  provided  by  the  Act.1 

Sect.  7  provides  that  the  time  during  which  any  person 
otherwise  capable  of  resisting  any  claim,  shall  be  infant,  idiot, 
non  compos  mentis,  feme  covert,  or  tenant  for  life,  or  during  which 
any  action  shall  have  been  diligently  prosecuted,  until  abated  by 
the  death  of  the  party  or  parties,  shall  be  excluded  from  the 
computation  of  the  periods  hereinbefore  mentioned,  except  in 
cases  where  the  right  or  claim  is  hereby  declared  to  be  absolute 
and  indefeasible. 

By  sect.  8,  it  is  provided,  that  where  any  land  or  water,  upon, 
over,  or  from  which  any  such  way  or  convenient  watercourse  or 
use  of  water  shall  have  been  or  shall  be  enjoyed,  is  held  for  life 
or  any  term  beyond  three  years,  the  time  of  the  enjoyment  of  any 
such  way  or  other  matter  during  the  continuance  of  such  term, 
shall  be  excluded  in  the  computation  of  the  said  period  of  forty 
years ;  provided  the  reversioner  contests  the  claim  within  three 
years  after  the  lease  expires.2 


The  common  law  as  to  the  acquisition  of  easements  has  not  ThePrescrip- 
been  superseded  by  the  Prescription  Act,  although  it  has  given  nXsupere&3e 
some  increased  facilities  to  a  party  claiming  an  easement.    He  the  common 
may  proceed  on  election,  either  under  the  statute,  or  according  to     w* 
the  common  law,  or  both.8   Where  he  proceeds  under  the  statute, 
no  presumption  can  be  founded  upon  an  enjoyment  for  a  shorter 
period  than  that  which  is  applicable  under  the  Act  to  the  case  in 
question  ; 1  whereas,  at  common  law,  a  shorter  time,  if  aided  by 
confirmatory  evidence,  has  been  held  sufficient  to  support  a  verdict.5 


1  Ennor  v.  Barwell,  6  Jur.,  N.  S.  1233; 
Affirmed  1  De  G.  F.  &  J.  629  ;  4  L.  T. 
597. 

2  See  Mr.  Gale's  explanation  of  this 
section,  p.  188  ;  and  Wright  v.  William*, 
1  M.  &  W.  77  :  Onhf  v.  Gardiner,  4  M. 
&  W.  496  :  Jtic/tard*  v.  Fry.  7  A.  &  E. 
698;  45  B.  R.  M(>;Jone*  v.  Price,  3  Bing., 
N.  C.  52  :  Palk  v.  Skinner,  18  Q.  B. 
568  :  Clayton  v.  C«rhu.  2  Q.  B.  813  ;  Pye 
v.  Mnmford.  1 1  Q.  B.  675. 


3  Gale,  pp.  177,  532 ;  Phear,  Rights  of 
Water,  p.  79;  Warrick  v.  Queen's  College, 
L.  R.,  G  Ch.  728  ;  Lady  man  v.  Grave, 
L.  R.,  6Ch.  7(54,  n.;  Aynsley  v.  Glover, 
L.  R.,  10  Ch.  283. 

*  Per  Lord  Ellenborough  in  Bealey  v. 
Shaw,  6  East,  215  ;  8  li.  R.  466;  per 
Chambre,  J.,  in  Wmtdyer  v.  Had  den,  5 
Taunt.  125  ;  and  see  Itcg.  v.  Petri e,  4  E. 
&  B.  737. 
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By*ant    h  ^S  ^e  r*8ht  to  an  easement  can  only  exist  in  respect  of  a 

claims  by        tenement,  the  continued  user  by  which  the  easement  is  to  be 
m^be'mwie.  ac(luire(l  must  *>e  by  the  person  in  possession1  of,  or  claiming 

under  the  owner  of,  the  dominant  tenement ;  and  as  such  user  is 
evidence  of  a  previous  grant,  and  as  the  right  claimed  is  in  its 
nature  not  of  a  temporary  kind,  but  one  which  permanently 
affects  the  rights  of  property  in  the  servient  tenement,  it  follows 
that  such  grant  can  only  have  been  legally  made  by  a  party 
capable  of  imposing  such  a  permanent  burthen  upon  the  property, 
i.e.,  the  owner  of  an  estate  of  inheritance,3  and,  therefore,  in 
order  that  such  user  may  confer  an  easement,  the  owner  of  the 
servient  inheritance  must  have  known  that  the  easement  was 
enjoyed,  and  also  have  been  in  a  situation  to  interfere  with  and 
obstruct  its  exercise,  had  he  been  so  disposed ;  his  abstaining 
from  interference  will  then  be  construed  as  an  acquiescence,8 — 
contra  non  volentem  agere  non  currit  prescription 

In  the  case  of  Outram  v.  Maude?  in  1791  A.  obtained  a  demise 
from  B.  of  an  underground  goit  or  drain  to  be  then  constructed  in 
B.'s  land,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  water  from  A.'s  mill  so 
long  as  an  annual  rent  should  be  paid  by  A.  to  B.  In  1886  the 
demise  of  1791  was  put  an  end  to,  and  liberty  was  given  to  A.,  who 
was  at  that  time  yearly  tenant  from  B.  of  the  land  through  which 
the  goit  ran,  to  change  the  goit  or  drain  of  1791,  and  to  substitute 
a  new  cut  for  conducting  pure  and  clean  water  at  the  like  rent. 
The  new  cut  was  made  and  used  for  pure  water,  and  the  old 
goit  (as  the  plaintiff  alleged)  continued  to  be  used  for  foul  water. 
In  1866  the  land  through  which  the  goit  ran  was  sold  to  C, 
and  in  1867  A.'s  yearly  tenancy  of  the  land  was  determined. 
In  an  action  by  A.  in  1879  to  restrain  C.  from  interfering  with 
his  use  of  the  old  goit,  to  which  he  claimed  title  by  prescription 
from  alleged  open  and  uninterrupted  use  and  enjoyment  thereof 
from  1856,  it  was  held,  that  until  1867  A.  could  not  acquire  an 
easement  in  the  land  of  which  he  was  yearly  tenant,  distinct  from 
the  use  and  enjoyment  of  such  land,  as  against  B.  his  landlord, 


1  See  Gaved  v.  Marti/n,  19  C.  B..  N.  S. 
732  ;  34  L.  J.,  C.  1\  353  ;  13  L.  T.  74  ; 
where  the  lessee  or  licensee  of  the  right 
of  digging  clay,  was  held  to  have 
sufficient  interest  in  the  soil  to  claim  a 
prescriptive  right  to  the  flow  of  water 
under  3  &  4  Will.  IV.  c.  71  ;  see  Itimty 
v.  Stacker,  L.  R.,  1  Ch.  396  ;  Outturn  v. 
Maude. 

2  Daniel  v.  Xorth,  11  East,  372 ;  see 


Phear,  Rights  of  Water,  pp.  80,  85  ;  1 
Wms.  Saund.  346 ;  2  Wils.  258.  See  also 
as  to  rights  of  lessees  of  mines,  Chamber 
Colliery  Co.  v.  Jfojtwwd,  pott,  p.  237, 


n.  ;>. 


8  Gray  v.  Bond,  2  Brod.  &  Bing.  667; 
23  R.  R.  530. 

4  Gale,  p.  191. 

*  17  Ch.  D.  391;  50  L.  J.,  Ch.  783;  29 
W.  R.  818. 
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and  accordingly  that,  assuming  the  open  and  uninterrupted  user 
from  1836  to  have  been  proved,  he  had  failed  to  establish  any 
title  by  prescription  as  against  C. 

As  by  the  common  law,  the  title  to  an  easement  is  from  a  No  easement 
presumed  grant  by  the  owner  of  the  servient  tenement,  and  as  ^^  wnen 
onlv  such  easements  can  be  claimed  by  the  Prescription   Act  the  servient 

owner  is*' 

as  could  be  lawfully  claimed  at  common  law,  by  custom,  underadis- 
prescription,  or  grant,  no  claim  can  be  founded  by  long  user  abili*y  to 
to  any  easement  which  the  servient  owner  is  under  a  legal  or 
physical  disability  to  grant.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  Chasemore 
v.  Richards,1  where  the  action  was  for  intercepting  percolating 
water,  the  House  of  Lords  held  that  as  no  grant  could  have  been 
made  of  such  percolating  water,  length  of  time  could  raise  no 
presumption  of  such  a  grant. 

So,  in  The  Staffordshire  Canal  v.  Birmingham  Canal*  where  a 
prescriptive  claim,  by  user  of  forty  years,  was  set  up  to  a  use  of 
water  which  a  canal  company  was  not  empowered  to  make  by 
their  Act,  Lord  Chelmsford,  L.  C,  says,  "To  impose  such  a 
"  servitude  upon  the  water  in  their  canal  as  that  contended 
"  for  by  the  appellants,  would  have  been  ultra  vires  of  the 
xt  respondents,  and  consequently  length  of  user  could  never 
"  confer  an  indefeasible  claim  upon  appellants  under  the 
"  Prescription  Act,  as  no  grant  of  the  use  of  the  water  could 
"have  been  lawfully  made  by  the  respondents.  ,8 

So,  in  The  Rochdale  Canal  v.  Radcliffe*  the  owners  of  land 
within  twenty  yards  of  a  canal  were  empowered  by  statute  84 
Geo.  III.  c.  78,  to  take  water  from  the  canal  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  condensing  steam  for  their  engines,  such  water  to  be  returned 
to  the  canal  (allowing  for  inevitable  waste)  so  that  no  obstruction 
should  accrue  to  the  navigation,  the  surplus  water  to  go  to  the 
Bridgwater  Canal.  The  company  sued  the  defendant  for  taking 
more  water  than  was  sufficient  for  condensing  steam,  and  for 
using  it  for  other  purposes.  The  defendant  pleaded  a  user  as 
of  right  for  twenty  years  to  draw  off  so  much  water  as  was 
necessary  for  other  purposes.  The  jury  found  the  twenty  years' 
user  as  of  right,  and  a  verdict  was  ordered  to  be  entered  for  the 

1  7  H.  L.  C.  349.    See  also  Ewart  v.  H.  L.  812  ;  Bee  post,  pp.  298  et  sea. 

Belfaxt  Qua rdia ;w,  9  L.  R.,  Ir.  172;  ante,  8  See  Brymbo  Water  Co.  v.  Letter** 

pp.  198,  213.  Lime  Co..  (1894)  8  R.  329. 

*  L.  R.,  1  H.  L.  254  ;  llochdale  Canal  *  18  Q.B.287 ;  21  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  297  ;  see 

v.  liadcliffe,   18   Q.   B.   287  ;  Xational  also  Manchester  Ship  Canal  v.  RoclidaU 

Manure  Co.  v.  Donald,  4  H.  &  N.  8  ;  see  Canal  Co.,  81  L.  T.  472,  C.  A. ;  affirmed 

also  Ellwell  v.  Birmingham   Canal,  3  by  H.  L.  (1902),  85  L.  T.  585. 
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E  joyment 
must  be  nee 
viy  nee  clam, 
nee  preeario^ 


defendants.  On  a  motion  by  the  plaintiffs  for  judgment,  non 
obstante  veredicto,  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  held,  that  the 
company  could  not,  consistently  with  the  Acts  of  Parliament 
regulating  their  canal,  have  granted  the  water  for  other  purposes 
than  that  permitted  by  the  statute  34  Geo.  III.  c.  78.  That  an 
actual  grant,  if  proved,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  plea, 
would  have  been  illegal  and  no  justification,  and,  therefore,  that 
the  grant  for  such  purposes,  implied  from  twenty  years'  user, 
was  no  legal  defence. 

In  McEroy  v.  Great  Northern  Railway*  prior  to  1849 
the  plaintiff's  predecessors  had  enjoyed  the  right  to  take 
water  from  a  natural  stream  flowing  near  their  holding. 
In  1849,  the  defendant  railway  company,  in  constructing  their 
line,  interfered  with  or  tapped  the  subterraneous  course  of  this 
stream,  which  ceased  thenceforward  to  flow ;  the  water  that  had 
supplied  it  finding  its  way  to  the  surface  at  a  cutting  on  the 
company's  line.  This  water  the  company  conveyed  along  and 
away  from  their  line  in  a  new  artificial  channel.  The  water  of 
this  new  stream  was  not  until  1898  used  by  nor  was  it  of  any 
use  to  the  company.  In  1898  the  company  commenced  to  make 
use  of  this  water  supply  for  their  own  purposes,  and  the 
plaintiff,  who  had  been  taking  the  water  thereof  since  1849  for 
domestic  purposes,  brought  an  action  for  disturbance  of  a 
prescriptive  right.  The  jury  found  that  the  new  stream  was 
substituted  for  the  old,  and  that  the  company  had  not  con- 
structed the  new  channel  until  they  should  require  to  use  the 
water  for  their  own  purposes.  Held,  that,  this  new  artificial 
watercourse  being  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  company  on  the 
company's  own  land,  no  enjoyment  of  the  water  thereof  while  the 
water  was  of  no  use  to  the  company  could  create  a  prescriptive 
right  in  the  plaintiff ;  and,  further,  that  the  existence  of  such  a 
right  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  purposes  of  the  incorporation 
of  the  company,  and  with  the  obligations  of  the  company  to 
provide  for  the  security  of  their  permanent  way  and  the  safety 
of  the  public ;  and  that  the  new  artificial  stream  not  being  the 
same  as  the  stream  formerly  in  existence,  no  contract  in  regard 
thereto,  as  an  " accommodation  work"  within  sect.  16  of  the 
Railway  Clauses  Act,  1845,  could  be  presumed. 

The  enjoyment  which,  by  length  of  time,  both  at  common  law 
and  under  the  statute,  will  confer  the  right  to  an  easement  must 

1  O900)  2  Ir.  R.  325  (C.  A.). 
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be  uninterrupted,1  open,3  and  of  right, — nee  vi,  nee  clam,  nee 
precario.*  Where,  therefore,  the  right1  claimed  has  been  in- 
terrupted by  any  lawful  impediment,  or  where  the  easement 
has,  either  from  the  mode  in  which  the  party  enjoys  it,  or  from 
the  nature  of  the  easement  itself,  been  secret,  or  where  again  the 
enjoyment  has  originated  under  licence  or  permission  from  the 
owner  of  the  servient  tenement,  no  right  will  be  gained  by  length 
of  time.5  Under  the  statute,  however,  where  the  right  to  a 
watercourse  has  existed  for  forty  years,  it  will  not  be  invalidated 
unless  such  licence  be  by  deed  or  writing.6 

In  French  Hoek  Commissioners  v.  Hugo,7  which  was  an  appeal 
from  a  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  respondent's  predecessor  in  title  in  1820  constructed  a 
watercourse  on  Crown  lands,  by  means  of  which  he  diverted  the 
water  of  two  springs  which  rose  thereon,  so  that  they  mingled 


1  An  act  of  partial  interruption  may 
qualify  an  easement  without  destroying 
it.  Thusinifc/Jfev.  Whyte  (L.  R..  3  Q.B. 
286  ;  37  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  105  ;  17  L.  T.  560), 
where  a  weir  was  claimed  across  a 
river  by  prescription,  and  a  miller  on 
the  banks  was  proved  to  have  occasion- 
ally interrupted  it  by  shutting  down  a 
fender,  it  was  held  that  this  did  not 
destroy  the  right,  as  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  a  second  easement  being  acquired, 
as  subordinate  to  one  already  existing, 
where  the  subject-matter  admitted  of  it. 

*  See  Angus  v.  Dalton,  3  Q.  B.  D.  85. 

1  Civ.  Law,  1,  ff.  de  serv.  L  10,  ff. ; 
Co.  Litt,  113b;  Bracton,  lib.  2,  f.  51, 
f .  52  a,  222  b.  See  also  Cham  ber  Colliery 
v.  Hopwood,  32  Ch.  D.  549  ;  55  L.  J.,  Ch. 
859;  55  L.  T.  149;  Burrows  v.  Lang, 
(1901)  2  Ch.  503,  pott,  p.  262. 

4  Angell.  p.  369  ;  see  Oared  v.  Martyn, 
post,  p.  256,  where  the  question  of  right 
is  fully  treated;  Mason  v.  Shrewsbury 
Railway,  L.  K..  6  Q.  B.  578. 

1  See  per  Erie,  C.  J.,  17  Q.  B.  275  ; 
Bright  v.  Walker,  1  C,  M.  &  K.  219  ;  40 
R.  R.  536;  Gale,  pp.  204, 208.  The  defen- 
dants in  1834  demised  to  the  plaintiffs 
the  coal  under  the  Chamber  Hall  Estate 
for  fifty  years,  with  powers  to  sink  pits, 
make  soughs,  &c,  erect  engines,  and 
make  drains,  &c,  for  supplying  such 
engines  with  water,  and  also  to  do 
certain  other  acts  on  the  surface  for  the 
better  draining  and  working  the  demised 
mines  of  which  the  plaintiffs  might 
become  lessees  under  the  lands  of  any 
other  persons.  In  1836  the  plaintiffs 
took  a  lease  for  thirty-five  years  of 
the  Oak  Colliery  from  a  neighbouring 
landowner.    In  1846  the  plaintiffs  made 


a  drain  about  a  mile  long,  chiefly  on  the 
Chamber  Hall  Estate,  by  which  they 
diverted  a  small  natural  stream  on  the 
Chamber  Hall  Estate,  and  brought  it 
down  to  the  Oak  Colliery,  where  they 
made  reservoirs  for  the  water  at  con- 
siderable expense.  They  did  not  ask 
leave  to  make  the  drain,  but  the  defen- 
dant's agent  saw  the  work  going  on  and 
encouraged  it.  In  1872  the  plaintiffs 
became  owners  in  fee  of  the  Oak  Colliery. 
In  1884,  when  the  lease  from  the  defen- 
dants expired,  the  defendants  stopped 
the  drain  and  diverted  the  water.  The 
plaintiffs,  claiming  a  right  by  prescrip- 
tion to  the  water,  commenced  this  action 
to  restrain  them  from  doing  so.  The 
Vice-Chancellor  of  the  County  Palatine 
held  that  the  watercourse  was  made 
under  the  powers  of  the  lease,  and  he 
dismissed  the  action.  Held,  on  appeal, 
that  this  dismissal  was  right,  for  that  if 
the  making  of  the  drain  was  not 
authorized  by  the  lease  (as  to  which  the 
Court  gave  no  opinion),  it  was  made 
and  enjoyed,  either  under  the  belief  of 
both  parties  that  it  was  authorized  by 
the  lease,  or  under  a  comity  between 
landlord  and  tenant,  and  that  there 
was  no  enjoyment  as  of  right  so  as  to 
give  the  tenant  a  right  to  the  water 
after  the  lease  had  expired.  Chamber 
Colliery  Co.  v.  Ifojtwovd,  32  Ch.  D.  549  ; 
55  L.  J.,  Ch.  859  ;  55  L.  T.  449  ;  51 
J.  P.  164  (C.  A.). 

•  2  &  3  Will.  IV.  c.  71,  s.  3  ;  see  per 
Blackburn,  J.,  in  Mason  v.  Shrewsbury 
Hallway,  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  578. 

?  10  App.  Cas.  336  ;  54  L.  T.  92  ;  34 
W.  R.  1 8,  P.  C.  See  also  Breda  v.  Sllber- 
baiter,  L.  R.,  3  P.  C.  84. 
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with  the  waters  of  a  private  stream  admittedly  belonging  to  the 
farm  of  which  the  respondent  owned  a  portion.  He  did  so  with 
the  licence  of  those  who  acted  as  agents  for  the  Government,  in 
order  to  have  the  permanent  use  of  the  water  for  his  farm,  and 
continued  his  user  for  the  period  of  prescription  ;  after  which  the 
respondent  applied  for  and  obtained  from  the  Colonial  Government 
a  renewal  of  the  licence  originally  granted  to  his  predecessor. 

The  Judicial  Committee  held  that  the  user  of  the  diverted 
water  by  the  respondent's  predecessor  was  not  precarious, 
and  that  the  act  of  the  respondent  had  not  deprived  him 
of  the  prescriptive  right  acquired  by  his  predecessor  so  as  to 
enable  the  Crown  to  give  to  the  plaintiffs  in  1881  a  title  to  the 
said  water. 

So  in  Brymbo  Water  Co.  v.  Lester's  Lime  Co.1  it  was  held  that  the 
fact  that  an  embankment  was  occasionally  out  of  repair  during 
a  term  of  years,  or  too  low  when  the  water  was  high  (e.g.  in  a 
flood),  and  so  allowed  water  to  overflow  into  other  land,  could 
give  the  owner  of  that  land  no  prescriptive  right  to  the  overflow. 

Interruptions,  though  not  acquiesced  in  for  a  year,  may  show 
that  the  enjoyment  never  was  of  right,  but  contentious  through- 
out, though,  if  once  the  enjoyment  as  of  right  has  begun,  no 
interruption  for  less  than  a  year  can  defeat  it.3 
and  adverse.  In  order,  moreover,  to  raise  the  presumption  of  a  grant  of  an 
easement  in  a  watercourse,  the  user  or  enjoyment  must  have  been 
adverse,3 — that  is,  have  interfered  with  the  enjoyment  of  the 
owner  of  the  servient  tenement.  "  By  usage,"  says  Cresswell,  J., 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court  in  Sampson  v.  Hoddinot* 
"  (a  man)  may  acquire  a  right  to  use  the  water  in  a  manner  not 
"justified  by  his  natural  right;  but  such  acquired  right  has  no 
"  operation  against  the  natural  right  of  a  landowner  higher  up 
"  the  stream,  unless  the  user  by  which  it  was  acquired  affects  the 
"  use  that  he  himself  has  made  of  the  stream  or  his  power  to  use 
"  it,  so  as  to  raise  the  presumption  of  a  grant,  and  so  render  the 
"  tenement  above  a  servient  tenement.  If  the  user  of  the  stream 
"  by  the  plaintiff  for  irrigation  was  merely  an  exercise  of  his 
"  natural  right,  such  user,  however  long  continued,  would  not 
"  render  the  defendant's  tenement  a  servient  tenement,  or  in  any 
"  way  affect  the  natural  rights  of  the  defendant  to  use  the  water. 

i  8  R.  329  (1894).  8  Angell,  p.  368. 

2  Eaton  v.  Swansea  Waterworks  G>.,  4  1  C.  B.,  N.  S.  611. 

17  Q.  B.  267  ;  20  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  482. 
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"  If  the  user  by  the  plaintiff  was  larger  than  his  natural  rights 
"  would  justify,  still  there  is  no  evidence  of  its  affecting  the 
"  defendant's  tenement,  or  the  natural  use  of  the  water  by  the 
"  defendant,  so  as  to  render  it  a  servient  tenement.  But  if  the 
"  user  by  the  defendant  has  been  beyond  his  natural  right,  it 
"  matters  not  how  much  the  plaintiff  has  used  the  water,  or 
"  whether  he  has  used  it  at  all.  In  either  case  his  right  has 
"  been  equally  invaded,  and  the  action  is  maintainable." 

User,  moreover,  which  is  neither  physically  capable  of  preven- 
tion by  the  owner  of  the  servient  tenement,  nor  actionable,  cannot 
support  an  easement  either  affirmative  or  negative.1 

An  easement  may  also  be  claimed  by  particular  custom,  as  in  claim  to  ease- 
the  inhabitants  of  a  district  to  use  a  common  watering  place ;  J^stom.7 
and  an  action  will  lie  by  an  inhabitant  for  the  infringement  of 
the  right,  without  proof  of  special  damage.3  Thus,  in  Harrop  v. 
Hirst*  where  the  plaintiff  had,  in  common  with  the  inhabitants 
of  a  particular  district,  enjoyed  a  customary  right  at  all  times  to 
take  water  from  a  spout  in  a  highway  for  domestic  purposes,  and 
defendant,  a  riparian  owner,  stopped  the  water,  the  Court  held 
that  an  action  was  maintainable  without  any  proof  of  special 
damage,  inasmuch  as  the  act  of  defendant  might,  if  repeated 
often  enough,  without  interruption,  furnish  evidence  in  derogation 
of  the  plaintiff's  legal  rights. 

So,  in  Race  v.  Ward,*  and  Manning  v.  Wasdalef  a  right  to  go 
on  another's  land  and  take  water  for  domestic  purposes,  was  held 
to  be  an  easement,  and  not  a  profit  a  prendre y  and  so  capable  of 
being  claimed  by  custom  by  the  inhabitants  of  a  district.  Where 
a  well  situate  on  private  property  was  freely  used  without 
hindrance  or  interruption,  as  far  back  as  living  memory  went, 
principally  by  the  inhabitants  of  some  neighbouring  houses,  but 
also  by  all  persons  who  had  occasion  to  resort  to  the  well,  and  a 
path  existed  during  all  that  time  affording  access  to  the  well  from 
a  public  road,  it  was  held  that  although  it  was  a  public  well 
under  sect.  74  of  the  Public  Health  (Ireland)  Act,  1878  (41  &  42 
Vict.  c.  52),  a  right  in  the  public  to  enter  and  take  water  from  the 
well  could  not  be  supported  by  prescription,  that  it  was  too  wide 

1  Sturges  v.  Bridgman,  11  Ch.  D.  852  ;  v.  Ho  cede  n,  Cro,  EHz.  664. 

Webb  v.   Bird,  13  C.  B.,   N.   S.   841  ;  8  L.  R.,  4  Ex.  43  ;  38  L.  J.,  Ex.  1 ;  19 

CJtasenwre  v.  Richards,  7  H.  L.  349  ;  L.  T.  420  ;  see  Ivimey  v.  Sbwkcr,  L.  R., 

see  Angus  v.  Dalttm,  3  Q.  B.  D.  85  ;  4  1  Ch.  896 ;  35  L.  J.,  Ch.  467 ;  14  L.  T.  427. 

Q.  B.  D.  162.  ME.&B.  702. 

*  Westbury  v.  Powell,  cited  in  Fineux  *  5  A.  &  E.  758  ;  44  R.  R.  576. 
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to  be  the  subject  of  a  custom,  and  that  it  could  only  arise  from  a 
dedication  to  the  public  by  the  owners  from  time  immemorial  of 
the  land  on  which  the  well  existed.1 

In  Carlyon  v.  Lovering,*  a  right  was  claimed  by  custom  to  use 
a  natural  stream  for  the  purpose  of  washing  ore,  and  carrying 
away  sand,  stones,  rubble,  and  other  stuff  dislodged  and  severed 
from  the  soil  in  working  a  mine.  The  Court  found  the  custom 
to  be  good,  and  Watson,  B.,  in  delivering  judgment,  thus  states 
the  law  with  regard  to  customs :  "  It  is  settled  that  a  custom  to 
"be  valid  in  law  must  be  reasonable,  certain,  and  defined.  It 
"  was  objected  that  the  custom  pleaded  in  the  present  case  was 
"  unreasonable  and  indefinite,  as  the  exercise  of  the  custom 
"  might  go  to  the  destruction  of  the  plaintiff's  land  adjoining  the 
"  stream :  that  there  was  no  limit  to  the  user  as  to  the  times  and 
"  extent  of  the  user.  No  doubt  if  that  were  so,  the  pleas  would 
"  be  bad ;  but  we  think  they  are  not  open  to  these  objections. 
"  The  exercise  of  the  privilege  as  claimed  was  in  respect  of  work* 
"ing  a  mine  and  winning  the  ore  where  the  stream  passed 
"  through  defendant's  land.  Thus,  the  user  is  limited  to  the 
"  necessary  working  of  the  mine,  and  the  quantity  of  water  sent 
down,  although  not  expressly  so  alleged.  .  .  .  We  think  that 
the  custom  alleged  is  sufficiently  definite,  and  is  not  unreason- 
"  able.  It  is  possible  more  stuff  may  come  down  at  one  time 
"  than  another  ;  but  that  does  not  show  that  the  custom  is  bad 
"  (see  Tyson  v.  Smith)*  We  think  it  is  to  be  confined  in  user  to 
"  the  necessary  working  of  the  mine,  &c." 

Particular  Easements  of  Water. 

The  right  which  a  riparian  owner  has  to  the  flow  of  a 
natural  stream  in  its  natural  state,  may  be  interfered  with 
by  the  acquisition  of  easements,  the  effect  of  which  may 
be  to  alter  its  quantity,  velocity,  or  quality,  to  his  prejudice. 
Thus,  a  right  to  divert  and  obstruct  the  flow  of  the  stream, 
or  to  pollute  its  waters,  may  be  gained  by  Act  of  Parliament,* 

1  Dungarran  Guardian*  v.  Mansfield^ 
1  Ir.  R.  420  (1897)  ;  see  ante,  p.  178,  n.  4. 

2  1  H.  &  N.  784  :  26  L.  J.,  Ex.  251. 

3  6  A.  &  E.  745  ;  9  A.  &  E.  406  ; 
48  R.  R.  539.  See  Iriittry  v.  Stacker, 
L.  R.,  1  Ch.  396,  and  Ga  red  v.  Martun, 
34  L.  J.,  C  P.  353  ;  13  L.T.  74  ;  14  W.  R. 
62,  as  to  acquisition  of  watercourse  by 
tin-bounders  under  custom  of  Cornwall. 

4  A  water  company,  who  were  autho- 


a 


a 


rized  in  1869  by  their  Act  to  make 
a  reservoir  with  a  dam  across  a  stream, 
and  to  impound  aU  waters  of  that 
stream  and  of  other  streams  then  flowing 
into  that  stream  above  the  dam,  and  so 
become  owners  of  the  reservoir  through 
the  site  of  which  the  stream  originally 
flowed,  have  the  right  to  stop  any  person 
from  diverting  the  water  which  at  that 
time  came  down,  or  but  for  a  stoppage 
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by  express  grant,  or   by  long   enjoyment,   as   prescribed   by 
law.1 

"  The  general  rule  of  law,"  says  Lord  Ellenborough,3  "  as 
"  applied  to  this  subject,  is,  that,  independent  of  any  particular 
"  enjoyment  used  to  be  had  by  another,  every  man  had  the  right 
"  to  have  the  advantage  of  a  flow  of  water  in  his  own  land,  with- 
"  out  diminution  or  alteration ;  but  an  adverse  right  may  exist 
"  founded  on  the  occupation  of  another;  and  though  the  stream  be 
"  either  diminished  in  quantity,  or  even  corrupted  in  quality,  as  by 
"  means  of  the  exercise  of  certain  trades,  yet,  if  the  occupation  of 
"  the  party  so  taking  or  using  it  have  existed  for  so  long  a  time  as 
"  may  raise  the  presumption  of  a  grant,  the  other  party  whose  land 
"  is  below  must  take  the  stream  subject  to  such  adverse  right." 

"  The  right  of  diverting  water,"  says  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  in  Mason  Easement  of 
v.  Shrewsbury  Railway  Co.,8  "  which,  in  its  natural  course,  would  ©baSESon"1 
"  flow  along  the  land  of  a  riparian  owner,  and  of  conveying  it  to 
"  the  land  of  the  party  diverting  it,  the  servitus  aquce  ducenda  of 
"  the  civilians,  is  an  easement  well  known  to  the  law  of  this,  as 
"  of  every  other  country.  Ordinarily,  such  an  easement  can  be 
"  created  by  the  laws  of  England  only  by  grant  or  by  long- 
"  continued  enjoyment  from  which  the  existence  of  a  former 
"  grant  may  be  reasonably  presumed.  But  such  a  right  may,  like 
"  any  other  right,  be  created  in  derogation  of  a  prior  right  by 
"  the  action  of  the  legislature.  But,  however  it  is  called  into 
"  existence,  the  right  is  essentially  the  same."  From  the  above 
case,  it  would  seem  that  a  right  to  divert  the  waters  of  a 
natural  stream,  for  the  purposes  of  a  canal,  is  an  easement  which 
may  be  conferred  on  a  company  by  their  Act  of  Parliament,  and, 
as  such,  subject  to  the  law  of  easements  generally. 

Of  the  acquired  right  to  divert  the  waters  of  a  stream,  the 
cases  of  Beeston  v.  Weate4  and  Saunders  v.  Newman*  afford 
examples.  In  the  former  case,  it  was  held  that  a  right  by  the 
owners  of  the  dominant  tenement  to  go  from  time  to  time  upon 
the  servient  tenement  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  the  water  of  a 


would  come  down,  as  part  of  that  stream 
or  its  tributaries  above  the  dam,  and  as 
to  which  the  person  diverting  could 
have  been  restrained  from  continuing 
his  diversion  at  the  suit  of  a  lower 
riparian  owner,  but  not  to  stop  any 
person  using  water  above  who  had  a 
right  to  do  so  at  the  time  their  Act  was 
passed.  Brymbo  Water  Co.  v.  Letter* 8 
Lime  Co.,  (1894)  8  R.  329. 

L.W. 


1  Sampson  v.  IToddinot,  1  C.  B.,  N.  S. 
590 ;  Embrey  v.  Owen,  6  Ex.  353 ; 
Howard  v.  Wright,  1  Sim.  &  Stu.  190  ; 
24  R.  R.  169. 

1  Bealvy  v.  Shaw,  6  East,  208  ;  8 
R.  R.  466. 

3  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  586  ;  40  L.  J.,  Q.  B. 
293  ;  25  L.  T.  239. 

4  5  E.  &  B.  986. 

6  1  B.  &  A.  258;  19R.R.  312. 
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natural  stream  flowing  along  it,  so  as  to  cause  it  to  pass  through 
that  tenement  by  an  artificial  cut  to  the  dominant  tenement  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  cattle  with  water,  might  be  inferred 
from  a  user  of  forty  years,  and  that  for  the  interruption  of  such 
easement  an  action  was  maintainable.  The  Court  further  held, 
that  the  fact  that  the  water  was  diverted  by  means  of  an  artificial 
cut  did  not  destroy  the  right  of  action  by  the  owner  of  the 
dominant  tenement. 

In  Saunders  v.  Newman*  the  plaintiff  proved  a  right  to  the 
flow  of  water  to  a  mill  for  forty  years,  which  mill  was  burnt  down 
and  another  erected  in  its  place,  with  a  wheel  of  the  same 
dimensions  as  the  former  one.  Since  that  time,  he  had  erected 
a  new  wheel  of  different  dimensions,  and  requiring  less  water. 
The  action  was  brought  for  injury  to  this  last  wheel  by  a  hatch 
dam  or  mill  head  of  defendants  being  raised  to  a  greater  height 
than  it  had  formerly  been,  and  the  Court  held  that  the  right  of 
action  which  the  plaintiff  had  for  an  interference  with  a  stream 
which  had  immemorially  flowed  to  his  mill,  was  not  destroyed 
by  the  alteration  of  the  wheel.  "  If,"  says  Bayley,  J.,  "  a  person 
"  stops  the  current  of  a  stream  which  has  immemorially  flowed  in 
"  a  given  direction,  and  thereby  prejudices  another,  he  subjects 
"  himself  to  an  action.' ' 8 

Where,  however,  an  easement  has  been  acquired,  the  diversion 
or  obstruction  cannot  be  materially  altered  or  increased  to  the 
further  detriment  of  the  servient  owner.  Thus  in  the  case  of 
Bealey  v.  Shaw*  it  was  held,  that  where  a  mill  owner  had 
acquired  a  right  by  twenty  years'  uninterrupted  user  to  divert 
a  part  of  a  stream  for  the  use  of  his  mill,  he  was  liable  to  an 
action  at  the  suit  of  a  lower  mill  owner  for  a  further  subsequent 
diversion  to  the  lower  mill  owner's  injury. '  So  in  Brown  v.  Best,4 
where  defendant  had  enlarged  certain  ancient  pits  by  which  he 
had  a  right  to  divert  water,  and  thereby  damaged  the  plaintiff — 
it  was  held  that  he  might  have  cleaned  the  pits,  but  could  not 
enlarge  them.5 

A  mere  alteration  in  the  mode  of  enjoyment,  as  the  change  of 
a  mill  from  a  fulling  to  a  grist  mill  or  the  like,  whereby  no 


1  1  B.  &  A.  258  ;  19  R.  R.  312. 

2  See  also  as  to  diversion  for  irrigation, 
Ward  v.  Robbing,  15  M.  &  W.  237. 

'  6  East,  208 ;  8  R.  R.  466  ;  see  also 
Mason  v.  Hill,  5  B.  &  A.  1  ;  39  R.  R. 
354  ;  Alder  v.  Sarlle,  5  Taunt.  424  ;  15 
R.  R.  551. 


«  1  Wils.  174. 

5  See  as  to  the  Civil  Law  of  Quebec 
on  this  subject,  Iw'ie  Frechette  v.  La 
Compagnied*  St.  Hyacinthe,  9  App.  Cas. 
170 ;  53  L.  J.,  P.  C.  20,  whe/e  the  English 
cases  are  discussed. 
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injury  is  caused  to  the  servient  heritage,1  or  a  trifling  alteration 
in  the  course  of  a  watercourse,  does  not  destroy  the  right.  Thus 
in  Hall  v.  Swift*  it  appeared  that  plaintiff  had,  three  years  ago, 
slightly  altered  the  course  of  a  stream,  which  flowed  from  lands 
of  defendant  through  a  spout  and  across  a  lane  to  plaintiff's 
land.  The  stream  had  formerly  run  a  few  yards  down  the  road 
before  it  crossed  to  plaintiff's  land,  but  the  plaintiff  altered  it  so 
as  to  make  it  run  straight  from  the  spout  to  his  premises.  The 
Court  held  this  alteration  did  not  destroy  the  plaintiff's  right 
of  action  for  obstruction  of  the  stream  by  defendant.3 

A  right  to  pollute  the  waters  of  a  natural   stream  is   an  Easement  of 
easement  within  the  Prescription  Act,  and  may  be  acquired,  like  *° 
any  other  easement,  by  user ; 4  but  there  can  be  no  prescriptive 
right  to  pollute  a  stream  in  such  a  manner  and  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  be  injurious  to  public  health.5 

Thus  a  claim  to  let  off  upon  neighbouring  land  water  from 
pits  impregnated  with  metallic  substances,  and  thereby  rendered 
noxious,  may  be  acquired  by  forty  years'  user  under  the  Pre- 
scription Act.8  So  a  right  to  use  a  natural  stream  for  the 
purpose  of  washing  ore  and  carrying  away  sand,  stones,  rubble, 
and  other  stuff  dislodged  and  severed  from  the  soil  in  working  a 
mine,  may  be  claimed  by  prescription  or  custom.7 

Such  a  right  to  pollute  a  stream  can  only  be  gained  by  a  Can  only  be 
continuance  of  a  perceptible  amount  of  injury  to  the  servient  j^mndu* 
tenement  for  twenty  years.     Thus  in  Murgatroyd  v.  Robinson*  *»<* percep- 
where  an  action  was  brought  by  the  owner  of  a  mill,  which  of  of  injury  for 
right  ought  to  be  supplied  with  a  flow  of  water  from  a  pool  on  twenty  ye*1"8- 
the  river  Calder,  against  the  owner  of  works  higher   up   the 
stream,  for  placing  cinders,  &c.  at  his  works  so  as  to  fall  into  the 
Calder,  whence  they  were  carried  down  to  plaintiff's  mill  pool 
and  filled  it  up,  and  the  defendant  pleaded  that  the  occupiers 
of  his  works  had  for  more  than  twenty  years  placed  cinders,  &c. 


1  LuttreVs  case,  4  Rep.  86. 

*  6  Scott,  167  ;  44  R.  R.  728  ;  4  Bing., 
N.  C.  381.  As  to  effect  of  alteration  on 
the  easement  of  light,  see  Barnes  v. 
Loach,  4  Q.  B.  D.  494  ;  Tapling  v.  Jo  nest, 
11  H.  L.  290  ;  National  Plate  Glass  Co. 
v.  Prudential  Assurance  Co.,  6  Ch.  D. 
757  ;  Blanchard  v.  Bridges,  4  A.  &  E. 
176  ;  53  R.  R.  26  ;  Ellis  v.  Manchester, 
2  C.  P.  D.  13. 

*  See  Detey  v.  Grand  Canal  Co.,  Ir. 
RM  8  C.  L.  51 1,  affirmed  Ir.  R.,  9  C.  L.  194. 


*  Wood  y.  Waud,  3  Ex.  748  ;  18  L.  J., 
Ex.  305. 

*  Blackburn  v.  Sowers,  5  L.  R.,  Ir.  1 . 

6  Wright  v.  Williams,  1  M.  &  W.  77. 

7  Carlyon-  v.  Lorering,  1  H.  &  N.  797  ; 
see  also  Crossley  v.  Lightowler,  L.  R.,  3 
Eq.  279 ;  2  Ch.  478 ;  Baxendale  y. 
McMurray,  L.  RM  2  Ch.  790  ;  Wood  v. 
Sutcliffe,  2  Sim.,  N.  S.  163  ;  Murgatroyd 
v.  Robinson,  7  E.  &  B.  391 ;  Moore  v. 
Webb,  1  C.  B.,  N.  S.  673. 

8  7  Ell.  &  Bl.  391. 
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not  be  con- 
siderably in 
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on  the  banks  of  the  stream  and  its  channel,  the  Court  held  the 
plea  bad,  as  not  showing  that  the  defendant  had,  daring  twenty 
years,  of  right  caused  the  refuse  to  go  into  plaintiff's  pool ;  as  till 
the  occupiers  of  the  mill  sustained  some  damage  from  defendant's 
user,  no  right  as  against  them  began  to  be  acquired.1 

In  Goldsmid  v.  Tunbridge  Wells?  where  an  injunction  was 
granted  to  restrain  the  draining  of  a  town  into  a  stream  passing 
through  the  plaintiff's  lands,  the  defendants  proved  that  the 
sewage  of  the  town  had  always  flowed  into  the  stream,  and,  on 
that  ground,  set  up  a  prescriptive  right  to  continue  the  discharge. 
It  was,  however,  proved  that  though  some  sewage  did  formerly 
flow,  and  for  fifty  years  had  flowed  into  the  brook,  that,  never- 
theless, about  ten  years  ago  the  water  was  pure  and  fit  for 
domestic  use,  and  that  the  pollution  had  since  then  gradually 
increased.  Under  these  circumstances  Sir  J.  Bomilly,  M.  R., 
held  the  prescriptive  right  was  not  proved,  and  granted  the 
relief  prayed.  "  My  opinion  is,"  says  the  learned  judge,  "  that 
"any  person  who  has  a  watercourse  flowing  through  his  land, 
"  and  sewage  which  is  perceptible  is  brought  into  that  water- 
"  course,  has  a  right  to  come  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  to  stop 
"it;  and  that  when  the  pollution  is  increasing,  and  gradually 
"  increasing  from  time  to  time,  by  the  additional  quantity  of 
"  sewage  poured  into  it,  the  persons  who  allow  the  polluted 
"  matter  to  flow  into  the  stream  are  not  at  liberty  to  claim  any 
"  right  or  prescription  against  him."  The  case  was  affirmed  on 
appeal,  Turner,8  L.  J.,  remarking  with  regard  to  the  claim  of 
prescriptive  right,  "  I  assume,  but  without  meaning  to  give  any 
"  opinion  on  the  point,  that  such  a  right  might  well  be  acquired, 
14  but  then  I  think  it  could  be  acquired  only  by  a  continuance 
"  of  discbarge  of  the  sewage  prejudicially  affecting  the  estate,  at 
"  least,  to  some  extent,  for  the  period  of  twenty  years ;  and  I 
"  think  the  evidence  sufficiently  shows  that  the  discharge  has 
"  not  prejudicially  affected  the  estate  for  so  long  a  period." 

"Where  a  right  to  pollute  a  stream  has  been  acquired,  the 
fouling  must  not  be  considerably  enlarged  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  servient  tenement,  but  the  user  which  originated  the  right 
must  also  be  its  measure.4    Thus  in  Mclntyre  v.  McGavin,6  the 


1  See  Flight  v.  Thomas,  10  A.  &  E.  590. 

*  L.  R.,  1  Ch.  352 :  L.  R.,  1  Eq.  161  : 
85  L.  J.,  Ch.  3*2  :  14  L.  T.  154  ;  Fee  also 
Sampson  v.  Iloddhwt.  ante,  p.  238. 

»  L.  R.,  1  Ch.  349. 


4  Crawley  v.  Liglttticler,  L.  R.,  2  Ch. 
478  ;  Blavhbuni  v.  Sowers,  5  L.  R.,  Ir.  1. 

5  (1 898)    A.  C.   268  ;   1   R.  246  ;   57 
J.  P.  548.  H.  L.  Sc. 
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House  of  Lords  has  laid  down  that  a  riparian  proprietor  who 
has  a  prescriptive  right  to  take,  in  a  particular  way  and  at  a 
particular  place,  water  from  a  river  and  to  return  such  water  to 
the  river  in  a  polluted  condition,  is  not  entitled  to  take  the  water 
in  any  other  way  or  place,  nor  use  even  his  common  law  right  of 
taking  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  add  to  the  pollution  of  the  stream. 

This  case  was  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Session  affirming  the  decision  of  the  Lord  Ordinary.  The 
appellants,  proprietors  of  bleaching  works  on  the  river  Dighty ,  had 
for  the  prescriptive  period  taken  a  supply  of  pure  water  from  the 
river  as  it  passed  their  works  on  Sunday  and  on  Monday  mornings, 
at  which  times  the  water  is  comparatively  pure,  and  returned  it 
to  the  river  polluted.  They  now  asserted  their  right  to  take 
throughout  the  week,  from  a  point  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
below  their  works,  water  entering  the  Dighty  which  had  remained 
pure,  notwithstanding  their  prescriptive  pollution,  and  to  return 
it  to  the  river  in  a  polluted  state.  The  respondents  had  obtained 
an  interdict  to  prevent  this  abstraction,  which  they  alleged 
was  prejudicial  to  them.  Lord  Watson  says,1  "A  prescriptive 
"  right  to  take  in  a  particular  way,  and  at  a  particular  place, 
"  pure  water  which  is  returned  to  the  stream  in  an  impure  state, 
"infers  no  right  to  take  the  supply  of  pure  water  in  any  other 
"  way  and  at  any  other  place.  I  think  the  appellants  had  no 
"right  to  make  the  alteration  which  they  did  upon  the  mode  of 
"supplying  pure  water  to  their  works,  unless  they  were  in  a 
"  position  to  show  that  the  change  could  not  by  possibility  affect 
"  the  interest  of  heritors  below.  A  proprietor  who  has  prescribed 
"  a  right  to  pollute  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  use  even  his  common 
"  law  rights  in  such  a  way  as  to  add  to  pollution." 

In  an  action  for  polluting  a  stream,  where  a  prescriptive  right 
to  do  so  is  claimed,  it  is  for  the  jury  to  say  whether  the  right 
claimed  is  an  immemorial  and  unlimited  right  of  polluting  the 
stream,  or  the  more  limited  right  of  doing  so  for  the  purposes  of 
a  business  as  carried  on  for  more  than  twenty  years.2 

Thus,  in  the  case  of  A.-G.  v.  Boroucjh  of  Birmingham,*  it  was 
proved  that,  before  the  passing  of  the  Birmingham  Improvement 
Act,  the  drainage  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  was  chiefly 
effected  by  various  small  sewers,  which  flowed  into  the  Rea,  a 

1  (1893)  A.  C,  at  p.  277.  287. 

*  Moore  v.  Webb,  1  C.  B.,  N.  S.  673  ;  »  4  Kay  &  J.  528  ;  see  ante,  p.  160. 

see  Bochdale  Canal  v.  Radcliffe^  18  Q.  B. 
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tributary  of  the  Tame ;  and  that  the  sewage,  owing  to  the 
distance  it  had  to  travel,  and  to  its  flowing  through  a  variety  of 
small  outlets,  became  gradually  purified  by  filtration,  before  it 
reached  the  estates  of  the  plaintiff,  a  riparian  owner,  about  seven 
miles  off,  so  that  the  waters  were  well  filled  with  fish,  and  could 
be  used  for  brewing  and  domestic  purposes.  After  the  passing 
of  the  Act  before  mentioned,  which  incorporated  the  Towns 
Improvement  Act,  the  107th  section  of  which  Act  provides,  that 
nothing  therein  shall  render  lawful  any  act,  which,  but  for  the 
Act,  would  be  a  nuisance  ;  the  whole  of  the  sewage  was  discharged 
by  a  main  sewer  into  the  Tame  at  the  point  where  it  was  joined 
by  the  Bea,  and  the  effect  of  this  was  to  pollute  the  river  Tame 
downwards  to  and  beyond  the  plaintiff's  estate,  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  fish  died,  and  cattle  could  no  longer  drink  of  the  water. 
On  an  information  at  the  relation  of  the  plaintiff,  Wood,  V.-C, 
held,  that  though  the  council  of  the  borough  were  bound  by  their 
local  Act  to  drain  the  town,  they  were  not  justified  in  so  doing  in 
increasing  the  nuisance  to  the  extent  proved.  With  regard  to 
the  prescriptive  right  claimed,  the  learned  Vice-Chancellor  says : 
"  It  was  argued  that  the  inhabitants  of  Birmingham  had  a  right 
"  to  drain  their  houses  into  the  Bea,  and  thence  into  the  Tame ; 
"but  this,  at  least,  is  in  evidence,  that  the  alleged  right,  as 
"exercised  (assuming  it  to  be  a  right),  did  not  pollute  the  water 
"of  the  Tame  as  it  does  now;  did  not  kill  the  fish,  or  prevent 
"  the  cattle  from  drinking  of  the  river ;  but  immediately  the 
"defendants'  sewers  were  opened,  the  fish  were  killed  in  the 
"river,  and  the  cattle  would  no  longer  drink  of  it;  and  their 
"  cause  and  effect  are  clearly  pointed  out.  The  same  sort  of 
"  argument  was  addressed  to  me  in  the  Luton  case.1  There  it 
"  was  contended,  and  in  fact  the  plaintiff  admitted,  that  the 
"inhabitants  had  a  right  to  open  their  sewers  into  the  river; 
"  and  the  defendants,  acting  on  behalf  of  the  community,  claimed 
"  to  exercise  all  the  rights  which  its  several  members  possessed. 
"But  the  answer  is  this.  The  right  thus  claimed  is  like  that 
"which  exists  in  the  case  of  adjoining  mines  upon  different 
"  levels.  From  the  necessity  of  the  case,  every  owner  of  a  mine 
"must  submit  to  the  inconvenience  of  having  the  water  of  an 
"  adjoining  mine  upon  a  higher  level  descend  upon  his  mine,  so 
"long  it  descends  in  the  natural  course  of  drainage;  but  that 
"  does  not  entitle  the  owner  of  the  adjoining  mine  to  throw  upon 

1  A.-O.  v.  Luton,  2  Jur.,  N.  S.  180 ;  see  A.-G.  v.  Kingston,  13  W.  R.  888. 
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"  him,  in  some  other  and  more  objectionable  way,  water  which 
"might  be  allowed  to  descend  upon  him  in  a  modified  form, 
"not  occasioning  the  same  amount  of  injury  to  his  property. 
"So  here,  before  the  defendants'  operations,  the  drainage  of 
"Birmingham,  entering  the  river  in  driblets,  and  at  different 
"  parts  of  the  stream,  was  largely  diluted  before  it  reached  the 
"plaintiff's  property,  and  did  not  subject  him  to  that  incon- 
"venience  of  which  he  now  complains."1  The  learned  Vice- 
Chancellor  also  held,  that  the  fact  that  a  vast  population  would 
suffer  if  the  town  remained  undrained,  and  unless  the  rights  of 
the  plaintiff  were  invaded,  was  one  which  the  Court  could  not 
take  into  consideration ; 3  and  that  though  the  plaintiff  had 
submitted  to  the  injury  for  four  years,  trusting  to  the  assurances 
of  the  defendants  that  it  would  be  remedied,  he  was  not  precluded 
from  relief.8  In  The  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  v.  London 
and  N.  W.  Rail.  Co.*  it  was  held  by  the  Court  of  Appeal 
that  in  the  absence  of  a  prescriptive  right  to  do  so  the  defen- 
dants had  no  right  under  sect.  61  of  the  Metropolitan  Manage- 
ment Act,  1862,  to  drain  newly-erected  houses  into  a  sewer  of 
the  plaintiffs. 

As  in  the  case  of  diversion  and  obstruction,  a  mere  change  in  A  mere 
the  quality  of  the  polluting  discharge,  not  increasing  as  against  quality  of 
the  servient  tenement,  to  any  substantial  or  tangible  degree  the  pollution  does 
amount  of  pollution,  does  not  destroy  the  easement.6    In  the  the  easement. 
case  of  Baxendale  v.  McMurmy*  the  defendant,  the  owner  of  an 
ancient  paper-mill,  where  paper  had  been  made  of  rags,  intro- 
duced a  new  vegetable  fibre,  and  carried  on  the  works  on  the 
same  scale  for  making  paper  from  this  new  material.    For  more 
than  twenty  years  before  this  change,  the  refuse  arising  from  the 
paper  manufacture  had  been  discharged  into  the  stream  which 
ran  past  plaintiff's  house.     The  Lords  Justices  held,  reversing  a 
decree  of  Stuart,  Y.-C,  that  the  easement  to  which  defendant 
was  entitled  was  to  be  presumed  to  be,  not  a  right  to  foul  the 


1  See  also  Moore  v.  Webb,  1  C.  B.f 
N.  S.  673 ;  A.-G.  v.  Leeds,  L.  R.,  6  Ch. 
583  ;  A.-G.  v.  Kingston,  13  W.  R.  888  ; 
A.-G.  v.  Halifax,  39  L.  J.,  Ch.  129; 
A.-G.  v.  Luton,  2  Jur.,N.  S.  180  ;  Gold- 
soiid  v.  Tunbridge  Wells,  L.  R.,  1  Ch. 
345  ;  Cator  y.  Lewisham,  11  Jur.,  N.  S. 
340. 

*  See  also  Pennington  v.  Brinsop 
Hall  Co.,  5  Ch.  Div.  769,  and  ante, 
pp.  166— 171  etseq. 


8  See  as  to  this,  A.-G.  v.  Leeds,  L.  R.Y 
6  Ch.  594,  per  Lord  Hatherley,  L.  C. 

4  17  Ch.  D.  246,  ante,  p.  175;  A.-G. 
v.  Acton  Local  Board,  22  Ch.  D.  221  ; 
62  L.  J.,  Ch.  108  ;  47  L.  T.  510. 

6  See  as  to  this,  Somerset  Drainage 
Commissioners  ▼.  Bridgwater  Corpora- 
tion, 81  L.  T.  72,  H.  L.  (E.),ante,  p.  180, 
n.  1. 

6  L.  R.,  2  Ch.  790 ;  see  also  A.-G.  v. 
Nichol,  16  Ves.  338  ;  10  R.  R.  186. 
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stream  by  discharging  into  it  washings  produced  by  the  working 
up  of  rags,  but  a  right  to  discharge  into  it  the  washings  pro- 
duced by  the  manufacture  of  paper  in  the  reasonable  and  proper 
course  of  such  manufacture,  using  only  proper  materials  for  the 
purpose,  but  not  increasing  the  pollution,  and  that  the  onus  lay 
on  the  plaintiff  to  prove  any  increase  of  pollution. 

In  Clarke  v.  Somersetshire  Drainage  Commissioners,1  it  appeared 
that  from  1832  to  1877  the  refuse  of  a  fellmongery  and  the 
,  washings  of  dyes  used  in  a  coloured  rug  manufactory  had  been 
discharged  into  a  watercourse.  In  1878  the  fellmongery  was 
abandoned,  and  the  manufacture  of  leather  boards  substituted 
at  the  same  factory.  The  pollution  caused  by  the  discharge  of  the 
refuse  of  the  leather  board  manufactory  was  less  in  degree  than 
that  caused  by  the  fellmongery.  On  appeal  from  a  conviction  at 
Quarter  Sessions  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  Division  held, 
distinguishing  the  case  from  that  of  Baxendale  v.  McMurray* 
that  the  conviction  must  be  confirmed,  for  even  if  the  factory 
owners  had  a  prescriptive  right  to  foul  the  stream,  it  was  as 
fellmongers,  and  not  as  leather  board  manufacturers ;  and  that 
there  was  no  authority  for  holding  that  the  variation  of  the  user, 
although  it  cast  no  increased  but  even  a  less  burden  on  the 
the  servient  tenement,  enabled  the  factory  owners  to  substitute 
a  business  of  a  totally  different  kind  to  that  originally  carried  on 
by  them,  and  at  the  same  time  claim  to  maintain  their  original 
prescriptive  right  to  pollute  the  watercourse,  even  if  such  right 
did  exist. 

Easement  of         The  right  to  discharge  water  over  the  lands  of  others,  or  to 
watercourse,     receive  the  discharge  of  water  from  the  lands  of  others  by  means 

of  watercourses  artificially  created,  is  obviously  not  a  natural 
right  of  property,  but  is  the  subject-matter  of  contract  between 
the  parties.8  As  such  it  may  be  established,  like  any  other 
easement,  either  by  express  grant,  or  by  prescription  which 
presumes  a  grant.  Such  right  may  obviously  be  created  for  the 
sole  benefit  of  the  person  discharging  the  water,  or.  for  the  sole 
benefit  of  the  person  receiving  the  discharge,  or  for  the  mutual 
benefit  of  both.  Where  the  right  is  created  by  express  contract, 
the  rights  of  the  various  parties  will  be  regulated  by  the 
words  of  the  deed3  creating  the  right.    Where  it  depends  on 

1  57  L.  J.,  M.  C.  96 ;  59  L.  T.  670  ;  36  "See  Sharp  v.  Waterhouse,  3  Jur., 

W.  R.  890.  N.  S.  1022. 

1  L.  R.,  2  Ch.  790. 
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prescription,  the  user  which  originated  the  right  must  also  be  its 
measure.1 

The  various  kinds  of  artificial  watercourses  were  carefully 
considered  by  Bowen,  L.  J.,  in  a  recent  case.2  "  In  this  case," 
says  the  learned  Judge,  "we  have  to  decide  a  question  of 
"  fact — whether  there  has  been  for  twenty  years  an  enjoyment 
"as  of  right  of  the  use  of  the  sough  within  the  meaning  of 
"  the  Prescription  Act.  First  of  all,  what  is  the  right  claimed? 
"  It  is  a  right  of  a  peculiar  kind — to  enjoy  an  artificial  water- 
"  course.  When  we  deal  with  artificial  watercourses  we  have 
"  to  exercise  care  in  drawing  the  inference  of  fact  owing  to 
"  the  nature  of  the  subject-matter.  There  may  be  two  kinds 
"of  right  claimed;  first  of  all  a  man  may  claim  a  right  to 
"  continue  the  enjoyment  upon  his  land  of  the  discharge  on  to 
"  his  land  of  an  artificial  watercourse  made  by  somebody  else 
"  above.  That  is  a  very  difficult  kind  of  right  to  establish. 
"  The  mere  discharge  of  water  by  an  upper  proprietor  upon  the  „ 
"  land  of  a  lower,  may  easily  establish  a  right  on  the  part  of 
"  the  upper  proprietor  to  go  on  discharging,  because  so  long  as 
"  the  discharge  continues  there  is  submission  on  the  part  of 
"  the  lower  proprietor  to  proceedings  which  indicate  a  claim  of 
4 '  right  on  the  part  of  the  proprietor  above,  but  it  is  difficult  for 
"  the  lower  proprietor  to  establish  a  right  to  have  the  flow 
"  continued,  just  as  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  make  out  that 
"  because  for  twenty  years  my  pump  has  dripped  on  to  a 
"  neighbour's  ground,  therefore  he  has  a  right  at  the  end  of 
'*  twenty  years  to  say  that  my  pump  must  go  on  leaking.  The 
"  claim  that  is  being  made  in  the  present  case  is  not  exactly 
"  that.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  really  a  claim  to  conduct  a  water- 
"  course  across  another  man's  land  to  your  own.  It  is  accom- 
"  panied  with  a  claim  of  some  right  in  this  watercourse  which 
"  was  made  by  the  defendants.  Has  there  been  enjoyment 
"  of  such  a  right  as  a  right  for  twenty  years?  That  is  a  pure 
"  inference  of  fact  to  be  drawn  from  all  the  circumstances  of 
"  the  case.  The  law  is  explained  in  Wood  v.  Wavd*  which 
"  has  been  followed  ever  since  both  by  the  Courts  of  Common 
"  Law  and  by  the  Court  of  Chancery.  The  inference  of  fact 
"  must  be  drawn  from  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.    We 

1  CrouUy  v.  Lightowler,  L.  R.,  2  Ch.      32  Ch.  D.  549  ;  55  L.  J.,  Ch.  859  ;  55 
478.  L.  T.  449. 

2  Chamber  Colliery  Co.  v.  Hopwood,  •  3  Ex.  748. 
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must  look  carefully  at  the  relation  of  the  parties  between 
whom  this  sort  of  enjoyment  has  been  had,  and  when  you  get 
a  landlord  on  the  upper  part  and  a  tenant  below,  you  must 
bear  in  mind  that  the  case  is  one  in  which  enjoyment  may 
easily  be  accounted  for  without  there  having  been  any  claim  of 
right  during  any  part  of  the  period.  Also  you  must  look  very 
carefully  at  the  character  of  the  watercourse,  especially  if  there 
is  a  lease  existing  between  the  parties,  with  a  view  of  seeing 
whether  it  was  intended  that  that  watercourse  should  last  for 
all  time,  or  whether  it  was  a  temporary  convenience,  the 
construction  of  which  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  notion 
that  it  was  to  be  enjoyed  only  so  long  as  the  parties  continued 
their  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant."1 
Although  no  action  will  lie,  by  a  riparian  owner  on  the  banks 
of  an  artificial  watercourse,  for  its  diversion  or  obstruction, 
merely  as  an  incident  to  the  property  through  which  it  passes,3 
yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  long-continued  submission  of  a 
servient  owner  to  the  discharge  of  water  upon  his  tenement,  or 
to  the  conducting  it  through  his  land  by  the  owner  of  the 
dominant  tenement,  will  confer  a  right  to  continue  the  discharge 
of  water,  or  to  continue  to  receive  the  supply  of  it  through  the 
land  of  the  servient  owner.3  An  artificial  watercourse  may, 
moreover,  have  been  originally  made  under  such  circumstances, 
and  have  been  so  used  as  to  give  all  rights  that  a  riparian 
proprietor  would  have  had,  had  it  been  a  natural  stream.4 
"  There  is  no  doubt,"  says  Sir  Montague  Smith,  delivering  the 
judgment  of  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  in  a 
late  Indian  Appeal,5  "that  the  right  to  the  water  of  a  river 

*  flowing  in  a  natural  channel  through  a  man's  land,  and  the 

*  right  to  water  flowing  to  it,  through  an  artificial  watercourse 
'  constructed  on  his  neighbour's  land,  do  not  rest  on  the  same 
'  principles.  In  the  former  case  each  successive  riparian  pro- 
'  prietor  is,  prima  facie,  entitled  to  the  unimpeded  flow  of  the 
'  water  in  its  natural  course,  and  to  its  reasonable  enjoyment  as 
'  it  passes  through  his  land,  as  a  natural  incident  to  his  owner 
'  ship  of  it.   In  the  latter,  any  right  to  the  flow  of  the  water  must 


1  See  ante,  pp.  216—227,  233,  234. 

5  Remit  v.  G.  E.  BXy.,  27  Ch.  D.  122  ; 
54  L.  J.,  Ch.  19  ;  51  L.  T.  862.  A  person 
who  makes  an  "  artificial  cutting "  and 
so  brings  water  to  a  stream  which  did 
not  go  there  before  Qa.n,primd  facie,  cut 
it  off  if  he  chooses,  per  Romer,  J.,  in 


Brymbo  Water  Co.  v.  Letter's  Lim*  Co., 
8  R.329,  at  p.  332 ;  see  ante,  pp.  112  ttseq. 

8  Gale,  p.  269. 

4  Sutcliffe  v.  Booth,  9  Jur.,  K.  S.  1037 ; 
32  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  136. 

h  Rameshur  Perthad  Singh  v.  Koory 
Behari  Pattuk,  4  App.  Cas.  121,  126. 
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rest  on  some  grant  or  arrangement,  either  proved  or  presumed, 
from  or  with  the  owners  of  the  lands  from  which  the  water  is 
artificially  brought,  or  on  some  other  legal  origin.  The  above 
distinction  seems  to  be  now  clearly  established ;  for,  although  it 
was  said  by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  the  case  of  Mayor  v. 
Chadwick,1  that  it  was  no  misdirection  to  tell  the  jury  *  that 
'the  law  of  watercourses  is  the  same,  whether  natural  or 
(  artificial/  it  was  held  in  a  subsequent  case,  which  appears  to 
their  Lordships  to  be  correctly  decided — Wood  v.  Waud* — 
that  this  expression  is  to  be  considered  as  applicable  to  the 
particular  case,  and  that,  as  a  general  proposition,  it  would 
be  too  broad ;  on  the  other  hand,  it  appears  to  their  Lordships 
that  the  proposition  that  a  right  to  the  use  of  water  flowing 
through  an  artificial  channel  cannot  be  presumed  from  the 
time,  manner,  and  circumstances  of  its  enjoyment,  is  equally 
too  broad  and  untenable.  It  was  said  by  the  Court  in  Wood  v. 
Waud* — '  We  entirely  concur  with  Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  that 
"  the  proposition  that  a  watercourse  of  whatever  antiquity, 
and  in  whatever  degree  enjoyed  by  numerous  persons,  cannot 
be  enjoyed  so  as  to  confer  a  right  to  the  use  of  the  water,  if 
proved  to  have  been  originally  artificial,  is  quite  indefensible; " 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  general  proposition  that  under 
all  circumstances,  the  right  to  watercourses,  arising  from 
enjoyment,  is  the  same,  whether  they  be  natural  or  artificial, 
cannot  possibly  be  sustained.  The  right  to  artificial  water- 
courses, as  against  the  party  creating  them,  surely  must 
depend  upon  the  character  of  the  watercourse,  whether  it  be 
of  a  permanent  or  temporary  nature,  and  upon  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  is  created.  The  enjoyment  for  twenty 
years  of  a  stream  diverted  or  penned  up  by  permanent 
embankments,  clearly  stands  upon  a  different  footing  from 
the  enjoyment  of  a  flow  of  water  originating  in  the  mode  of 
occupation  or  alteration  of  a  person's  property,  and  presum- 
ably of  a  temporary  character,  and  liable  to  variations.'  In  a 
case  which  occurred  soon  after  this  decision,  Greatrex  v.  H up- 
ward* Baron  Parke  shortly  states  the  principle  thus:  'The 
'  right  of  the  party  to  an  artificial  watercourse,  as  against 
'  the  party  creating  it,  must  depend  upon  the  character  of 
'the  watercourse  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 


1  11  A.  &  E.  586. 

J  3  Ex.  748  ;  18  L.  J.,  Ex.  305. 


3  3  Ex.  777. 

4  8  Ex.  293. 
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"  '  created.'  In  the  case,  then,  in  question,  the  Court  considered 
"  that  the  watercourse  was  of  a  temporary  nature  only,  and  that 
"  no  right  had  been  acquired  by  an  enjoyment  of  twenty  years. 

"  In  a  subsequent  case  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  directed  a 
"  new  trial,  on  the  ground  that  the  jury  might  have  been  misled 
"  by  the  direction  of  the  learned  judge  who  tried  the  cause,  to 
"  the  effect  that  if  the  stream  were  an  artificial  one,  no  right 
"  whatever  could  have  been  acquired  in  it.  The  Court  held  the 
"  direction  was  incorrect — 'because'  (in  the  words  of  the  Court) 
"  '  although  it  may  have  been  an  artificial  watercourse,  it  may 
"  '  still  have  been  originally  made  under  such  circumstances, 
"  '  and  have  been  so  used,  as  to  give  all  the  rights  that  the 
"  '  riparian  proprietors  would  have  had,  had  it  been  a  natural 
" '  stream : '  Sutcliffe  v.  Booth:11 

Following  theBe  authorities,  from  which  it  would  appear  that 
though  rights  on  an  artificial  stream  are  not  natural  rights,  they 
may  be  acquired  under  such  circumstances  and  have  been  so  used 
as  to  be  co-extensive  with  the  natural  rights  of  riparian  owners, 
in  Roberts  v.  Richards*  where  a  watercourse  had  run  for  over 
seventy  years  from  a  natural  spring  on  plaintiff's  land  through 
the  defendant's  land,  then  through  the  plaintiff's  land  to  his 
house,  the  Court  of  Appeal  has  held  that  as  no  one  could  tell  when 
the  artificial  part  (if  any)  of  the  watercourse  was  made,  the 
watercourse  must  be  deemed  to  be  a  natural  stream ;  or,  if  in 
part  artificial,  to  have  been  made  so  as  to  give  all  the  rights  of  a 
riparian  proprietor  to  the  defendant  and  his  predecessors  in 
title.  So  in  Baily  v.  Clark  and  Morland,  Ltd.,*  it  has  been  held 
by  Byrne,  J.,  that  the  owner  of  a  mill  on  an  artificial  stream  on 
the  evidence  was  entitled,  subject  to  certain  rights  acquired  by 
the  riparian  owner  higher  up  the  stream,  to  the  unimpeded  flow 
of  water  in  the  same  condition  and  in  the  same  volume  as  it 
entered  the  artificial  course,  both  for  the  purposes  of  driving  the 
mill  and  for  all  purposes  appropriate  to  an  inhabited  tenement. 
Byrne,  J.,  refers  in  his  judgment  to  Rameshur  Pershad  Singh  v. 
Koonj  Behari  Pattuk;*  Kensit  v.  Great  Eastern  Railway  Co.,5 and 
Sutcliffe  v.  Booth,  and  cites  Sir  Montague  Smith's  judgment, 


1  32  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  136  ;  see  also  judg- 
ment of  Cotton,  L.  J.,  in  Kensit  v.  Q.  E. 
Illy.,  27  Ch.  D.  122  ;  54  L.  J.  Ch.  19  ; 
51  L.  T.  862. 

1  51  L.  J.,  Ch.  944  (C.  A.) ;  50  L.  J.,  Ch. 
297 ;  64  L.  T.  271 ;  see  also  Frankum 


v.  Falmouth,  6  Car.  &  P.  529  ;  2  A.  t  B. 
54;  4L.  J.,  K.  B.  26,  90. 

3  (1901)  17  T.  L.  R.  239. 

«  4  App.  C.  121. 

*  27  Ch.  D.  122. 
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given  ante,  p.  250.  The  Court  of  Appeal1  varied  the  decree 
granted  by  Byrne,  J.,  affirming  so  much  of  it  as  related  to  pollu- 
tion of  the  stream,  but  allowing  the  appeal  as  regarded  the 
abstraction  of  water.  Vaughan  Williams,  L.  J.,  in  delivering 
judgment,  after  citing  Lord  Kingsdown's  judgment  in  Miner  v. 
Gilmour*  as  to  rights  on  natural  streams,  went  on  to  say  that  in 
the  case  of  an  artificial  watercourse  any  right  to  the  flow  of  water 
must  depend  upon  some  grant  or  prescriptive  easement  or 
arrangement,  either  proved  or  presumed  from  the  user,  by  the 
owners  of  the  land  through  which  the  water  flowed.  The  basis 
of  all  rights  must  be  agreement,  express  or  presumed,  with  the 
owners  of  the  land  through  which  the  artificial  watercourse  ran. 
That  being  so,  it  was  plain  that  the  circumstances  might  be  such 
as  to  lead  to  the  inference  that  the  artificial  channel  was  con- 
structed upon  the  terms  that  all  the  riparian  proprietors  should 
have  the  same  rights  as  riparian  proprietors  would  have  in  the 
case  of  a  natural  stream,  and  no  more.  Sutcliffe  v.  Booth 3  was 
an  authority  for  this  proposition.  His  Lordship  was  not  certain 
that  the  ordinary  rights  of  riparian  proprietors  in  a  natural 
stream  would  not  be  sufficient  for  the  present  defendants.  But 
he  thought  the  defendants'  rights  were  somewhat  wider.  In  his 
judgment,  it  was  perfectly  clear  from  the  evidence  of  user  that 
what  had  been  done  by  the  defendants  in  abstracting  water  had 
not  been  a  violation  of  the  plaintiffs'  rights  as  a  riparian  pro- 
prietor on  this  artificial  stream,  because  the  artificial  stream  was 
constructed  under  such  conditions  that  water  might  be  abstracted 
for  manufacturing  purposes  equally  by  all  the  riparian  proprietors, 
provided  that  the  abstraction  was  of  reasonable  amount.  And 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  no  possible  inference  which  could 
be  drawn  from  the  facts  of  the  present  case  would  give  the 
plaintiff  (as  he  had  claimed)  a  right  to  every  drop  of  water  passing 
along  the  stream  without  any  diminution  whatever.* 

The  result  of  these  authorities  and  of  those  at  pp.  127 — 186, 161 
et  seq.,  Chap.  III.,  ante,  seems  to  be  that  primd  facie  no  riparian 
rights  exist,  ex  jure  naturce,  on  artificial  watercourses,  but  that  all 
the  rights  of  riparian  owners  may  be  acquired  by  prescription  on 
artificial  watercourses,  provided  such  artificial  watercourses  are 
of  such  a  permanent  character  and  have  been  made  under  such 

1  (1902)  18  T.  L.  R.  364.  3  32  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  136.     . 

J  12  Moo.  P.  C.  156.    See  ante,  pp.  *  See  also   Blackburn  v.   Somers,  5 

121, 122.  L.  K.,  Ir.  1. 
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circumstances  and  so  used  as  to  give  the  rights  that  a  riparian 
proprietor  would  have  had  on  a  natural  stream.  These  rights  are 
dependent  on  the  presumption  of  a  lost  grant.  But  in  no  case 
can  the  mere  grantee  of  a  riparian  owner  on  a  natural  stream, 
if  the  grantee  is  not  a  riparian  owner  himself  on  the  natural 
stream,  have  by  express  grant  or  &  fortiori  acquire  by  prescrip- 
tion any  rights  as  against  other  riparians  on  the  natural  stream 
except  his  own  grantor. 

Where  a  natural  stream  having  a  natural  source  is  diverted 
by  artificial  means  without  injury  to  the  rights  of  others,  the 
riparian  owners  who  would  have  had  rights  on  the  natural 
course  of  the  stream  do  not  lose  those  natural  rights  from  the 
fact  that  the  water  so  diverted  flows  in  an  artificial  channel.1 
Where,  however,  such  artificial  channel  is  carried  across  the 
lands  of  others,  all  rights  to  it,  as  between  the  owner  through 
whose  land  it  passes  and  the  owner  for  whose  benefit  it  flows, 
will  be  regulated  by  the  laws  of  artificial  watercourses,  as  stated 
in  this  chapter,  and  not  by  those  regulating  natural  rights  to 
water.2 

The  right  to  discharge  water  on  another's  land  is  recognized 
in  the  case  of  Wright  v.  Williams*  where  it  was  held  that  a  right 
to  let  off  water  from  pits  impregnated  with  a  poisonous  substance 
upon  the  land  of  another,  might  be  acquired  by  user  under  the 
Prescription  Act ;  and  in  Cawkwell  v.  Russell*  where  it  was  held 
that  proof  of  a  prescriptive  right  to  send  ordinary  refuse  water 
into  another's  drain  would  not  justify  the  dominant  owner  in 
sending  the  foul  water  and  filth  from  his  privies  into  that  drain, 
but  that  the  right  as  claimed  must  be  proved  by  grant  or  user. 

The  right  to  receive  the  flow  of  water  from  another's  land  is 
exemplified  in  the  case  of  Ivimey  v.  Stocker*  where  it  was  proved 
that  the  water  of  an  artificial  watercourse  had  been  used  from 
before  the  time  of  living  memory  by  tin-bounders,  according  to 
the  custom  of  Cornwall,  which  enables  any  person  to  mark  out 
a  piece  of  waste  ground,  the  owner  of  which  does  not  choose  to 

1  Nvttal  v.  Brace-well,  L.  R.,  2  Ex.  1 ;       14   L  T.   427.     As  to  custom  of  tin- 


StockjH>rt  v.  Patter,  3  H.  &  0.  300,  see 
ante,  pp.  127  et  seq.,  161  et  seq. ;  Becston 
v.  Weate,  5  E.  &  B.  986  ;  see,  however, 
Crossley  v.  Lightowler,  L.  R.,  2  Ch.  478. 

21  See  judgment  of  Cotton,  L.  J.,  in 
Kensit  v.  Q.  E.  Rly.,  27  Ch.  D.  122 ; 
54  L.  J.,  Ch.  19  ;  51  L.  T.  862. 

»  1  M .  fc  W.  77. 

*  26  L.  J.,  Ex.  34. 

*  L.  R.,  1  Ch.  396  ;  35  L.  J.,  Ch.  467 ; 


bounding,  see  Rogers  on  Mines,  347  ; 
Riyert  v.  Brenton,  10  Q.  B.  26,  50  ; 
Oared  v.  Marty n,  34  L.  J.,  C.  P.  353  ; 
Rex  v.  Baptist  Mill  Ch.,  1  M.  &  S.  612  ; 
Rex  v.  St.  Austell,  5  B.  &  A.  693  ;  24 
R.  R.  534  ;  Good  day  v.  Michel,  Cro. 
Eliz.  441  ;  Crease  v.  Saul,  2  Q.  B.  862  ; 
Vice  v.  Thomas,  cited  in  2  Q.  B.  at 
p  880. 
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work  the  mines  under  it,  and  work  them  without  the  consent  of 
the  owner,  yielding  to  the  owner  a  share  of  the  proceeds.  In 
1856  the  tin-bounders  abandoned  the  mine ;  since  which  time 
the  plaintiffs,  the  owners  of  the  soil,  had  been  in  possession. 
A  bill  by  the  owners  of  the  soil  to  restrain  the  diversion  of 
this  watercourse  by  the  owner  of  the  land  on  which  it  rose  was 
dismissed  by  the  Vice-Chancellor,  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
no  privity  of  estate  between  the  owner  of  the  soil  and  the 
bounders,  and  that  the  owner  could  not,  therefore,  claim  an 
easement  by  prescription  on  the  ground  of  their  enjoyment  of 
it.  The  Court  of  Appeal  reversed  this  decision,  and  granted  the 
injunction  prayed,  holding  that  from  the  proof  of  user  beyond 
living  memory  of  the  water  for  the  purpose  of  working  the 
mines,  there  was  an  irresistible  presumption,  even  independently 
of  the  statute  2  <£  3  Will.  IV.  c.  71,  that  the  owners  of  the 
mines  had,  either  by  prescription  or  grant,  acquired  a  right 
to  the  easement  claimed,  and  that  this  presumption  was  not 
rebutted  by  the  fact  that  the  mines  had  been  worked  by  the  tin- 
bounders. 

In  the  Irish  case  of  Powell  v.  Butler*  it  was  held  that  where 
plaintiff  had  for  twenty  years  used  an  artificial  watercourse, 
made  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  persons  by  or  through  whose 
land  the  water  was  caused  to  flow,  he  had  acquired  a  right  to 
the  flow  of  it  from  and  through  defendant's  lands  above,  and 
could  maintain  an  action  for  the  diversion  of  it. 

"A  question  of    much   greater  difficulty,"   says  Mr.   Gale,  Right  of 
"arises  in  the  case  of  a  discharge  of  water  when  the  servient  JSrnerto com- 
"  owner  seeks  to  compel  the  dominant  owner  to  continue  it,  and  pel  dominant 
"  to  prevent  him  from  altering  its  course,  and  thus  attempts  to  tinuedis- 
"  invert  their  relative  positions,  and  himself  to  become  dominant.  charseof 
"  The  chief  objection  is,  that  there  is  no  submission  (patientia) 
"  by  the  dominant  owner  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  water  by  the 
"  servient, — he  discharges  the  water  for  his  own  convenience, 
"  and  to  what  use  the  other  may  apply  it  when  so  discharged 
"  is  immaterial  to  him, — he  has  no  means  of  preventing  such 
"  an  application  but  by  discontinuing  the  discharge,  and  thus 
"  depriving  himself  of  the  use  of  his  own  easement.     Supposing 
"  it  to  be  unknown  by  which  party  the  flow  of  water  was  caused, 
"  and  that  the  flow  is  beneficial  to  the  owners  of   both    tene- 
"  ments, — to  the  one  by  the  discharge — to  the  other  by  the  use 

1  Ir.  R.,  5  C.  L.  309. 
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"  to  which  he  puts  the  water  on  receiving  it, — it  would  probably 
"  be  presumed  that  a  reciprocal  easement  did  exist."1 

This  question  has  been  elaborately  discussed  in  a  series  of 
considered  judgments,  and  as  the  point  is  a  most  important  one, 
involving  a  consideration  of  the  whole  law  of  artificial  water- 
courses, it  will  be  well  to  discuss  the  various  cases  at  some  length. 

In  the  case  of  Gaved  v.  Martyn*  an  action  was  brought  for 
obstructing  the  plaintiff,  the  occupier  of  certain  clay  works,  in 
his  right  to  certain  artificial  watercourses.  The  first  watercourse 
had  been  made  originally  by  his  predecessor  in  title  with  the 
licence  of  the  proprietor  of  land  on  a  natural  stream  from  which 
the  water  was  derived,  and  the  Court  held  that  this  was  not 
such  an  enjoyment  as  of  right  as  to  entitle  him  to  claim  a  pre- 
scriptive right  to  its  flow  from  an  uninterrupted  user  of  twenty 
years.8  The  second  watercourse  had  been  made  by  plaintiff  in 
defendant's  land,  and  had  been  enjoyed,  adversely,  for  twenty 
years.  The  Court  held  he  was  entitled  to  sue  for  the  interrup- 
tion of  it,  and  that  his  right  was  not  destroyed  by  the  fact  that 
the  land  in  which  the  water  had  its  source  was,  by  the  custom  of 
Cornwall,  subject  to  the  rights  of  tin-bounders  to  use  the  water, 
if  they  chose,  for  until  they  chose  to  exercise  their  rights,  the 
general  law  of  the  land  applied  to  Cornwall  as  to  any  other 
county.  The  third  watercourse  was  made  oy  miners,  under 
whom  the  defendant  claimed  for  the  purpose  of  draining  their 
mines ;  and  the  Court  held  that  the  evidence  showed  that  the 
miners  had  not  abandoned  their  control  of  the  stream,  and  that, 
therefore,  no  rights  could  be  acquired  over  it  by  prescription. 

The  law  with  regard  to  artificial  watercourses  is  thus  stated  by 
Erie,  C.  J.,  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
"  Bights  and  liabilities  in  respect  of  artificial  streams,  when  first 
"  flowing  on  the  surface,  are  entirely  distinct  from  rights  and 
"  liabilities  in  respect  of  natural  streams  so  flowing.  The  water 
"  in  an  artificial  stream  flowing  in  the  land  of  the  party  by 
"  whom  it  was  caused  to  flow,  is  the  property  of  that  party,  and 
"  is  not  subject  to  any  rights  or  liabilities  in  respect  of  other 
"  persons.  If  the  stream  so  brought  to  the  surface  is  made  to 
"  flow  upon  the  land  of  a  neighbour  without  his  consent,  it  is  a 
"  wrong  for  which  the  party  causing  it  so  to  flow  is  liable.     If 


1  Gale  on  Easements,  p.  269. 
*  34  L.  J.,  C.  P.  353  ;  13  L.  T.  74  ;  19 
C.  B.,  X.  S.  732;  14  W.  H.  62. 


*  Cf.  Cliamber  Colliery  v.  Ifopwovd, 
ante,  p.  249. 
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"  there  is  a  grant  by  the  neighbour,  the  terms  of  the  grant 
"  regulate  the  rights  and  liabilities  of  the  parties  thereto.  If 
"  there  is  uninterrupted  user  of  the  land  of  the  neighbour  for 
"  receiving  the  flow  as  of  right  for  twenty  years,  such  user  is 
"  evidence  that  the  land,  from  which  the  water  is  sent  into  the 
"  neighbour's  land,  has  become  the  dominant  tenement,  having 
"  a  right  to  the  easement  of  so  sending  the  water,  and  that 
"  the  neighbour's  land  has  become  subject  to  the  easement 
"  of  receiving  that  water.  But  such  user  of  the  easement  of 
"  sending  on  the  water  of  an  artificial  stream,  is,  of  itself,  no 
"  evidence  that  the  land  from  which  the  water  is  sent  has  become 
"  subject  to  the  servitude  of  being  bound  to  send  on  the  water  to 
"  the  land  of  the  neighbour  below.  The  enjoyment  of  the  ease- 
"  ment  is,  of  itself,  no  evidence  that  the  party  enjoying  it  has 
"  become  subject  to  the  servitude  of  being  bound  to  exercise  the 
"  easement  for  the  benefit  of  the  neighbour.  A  right  of  way 
"is  no  evidence  that  the  party  entitled  thereto  is  under  a 
"duty  to  walk;  nor  a  right  to  eaves-dropping  on  the  neigh  - 
"boar's  land,  that  the  party  is  bound  to  send  on  his  rain- 
"  water  to  that  land.  In  like  manner,  we  consider  that  a 
"  party  by  the  mere  exercise  of  a  right  to  make  an  artificial 
"  drain  into  his  neighbour's  land,  either  from  mine  or  sur- 
"  face,  does  not  raise  any  presumption  that  he  is  subject 
"  to  any  duty  to  continue  his  artificial  drain,  though  there 
"may  be  additional  circumstances  by  which  that  presump- 
"  tion  would  be  raised  or  the  right  proved.  Also  if  it  be 
"  proved  that  the  stream  was  originally  intended  to  have  a 
"  permanent  flow,  or  if  the  party  by  whom  or  on  whose  behalf 
"  the  artificial  stream  was  caused  to  flow  is  shown  to  have 
"  abandoned  permanently,  without  intention  to  resume  the 
"  works  by  which  the  flow  has  ceased  and  given  up  all  rights 
"  to  and  control  over  the  stream,  such  stream  may  become 
"  subject  to  the  laws  relating  to  natural  streams.  The  law 
"  relating  to  natural  streams  is  entirely  different.  The  flow  of 
"  a  natural  stream  creates  natural  rights  and  liabilities  between 
"  all  the  riparian  proprietors  along  the  whole  of  its  course. 
"  Subject  to  reasonable  use  by  himself,  each  proprietor  is  bound 
"  to  allow  the  water  to  flow  on  without  altering  the  quantity  or 
"  quality.  These  natural  rights  and  liabilities  may  be  altered 
"by  grant  or  by  user  of  an  easement  to  alter  the  stream,  as 
"  by  diverting  or  fouling  or  penning  back,  or  the  like.  If  the 
L.w.  17 
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"  stream  flows  at  its  source  by  the  operation  of  nature — that 
"  is,  if  it  is  a  natural  stream,  the  rights  and  liabilities  of  the 
"  party  owning  land  at  its  source  are  the  same  as  those  of  the 
"  proprietors  in  the  course  below.  If  the  stream  flows  at  its 
"  source  by  the  operation  of  man — that  is,  if  it  is  an  artificial 
"  stream,  the  owner  of  the  land  at  its  source  or  the  commence- 
"  ment  of  its  flow,  is  not  subject  to  any  rights  or  liabilities 
"  towards  any  other  person  in  respect  of  the  water  of  the  stream. 
"  The  owner  of  such  land  may  make  himself  liable  to  duties  in 
44  respect  of  such  water  by  grant  or  contract;  but  the  party 
"  claiming  a  right  to  compel  performance  of  those  duties  must 
"  give  evidence  of  such  rights  beyond  the  mere  suffering  by  him 
"  of  the  servitude  of  receiving  such  water." 
Mason  v.  In  the  case  of  Mason  v.  Shrewsbury  Railway,1  Cockburn,  C.  J., 

Shrewsbury         .    .        ,.  .    .  .,     .   .  ,,  .  , 

Railway,        states  his  opinion,  that  m  no  case  can  the  owner  of  a  servient 

tenement  acquire,  by  the  mere  existence  of  the  easement,  a  right 
as  against  the  owner  of  the  dominant  tenement  to  continue  the 
diversion  of  a  stream.  "  Now  it  is  of  the  essence  of  such  an 
"  easement,"  he  says,  "  that  it  exists  for  the  benefit  of  the  domi- 
"  nant  tenement  alone.  Being  in  its  very  nature  a  right  created 
"  for  the  benefit  of  the  dominant  owner,  its  exercise  by  him 
"  cannot  operate  to  create  a  new  right  for  the  benefit  of  the 
"  servient  owner.  Like  any  other  right,  its  exercise  may  be 
"  discontinued,  if  it  becomes  onerous,  or  ceases  to  be  beneficial 
"  to  the  party  entitled.  An  easement  like  the  present,  while  it 
"  subjects  the  owner  of  the  servient  tenement  to  disadvantage, 
"  by  taking  from  him  the  use  of  the  water,  for  the  watering  of 
"  his  cattle,  the  irrigation  of  his  land,  the  turning  of  his  mill 
"  or  other  beneficial  use  to  which  water  may  be  applied,  may,  on 
"  the  other  hand,  no  doubt,  be  attended  incidentally  with  equal 
"  or  greater  advantage  to  him — as,  for  instance,  by  rendering 
"  him  safe  from  the  danger  of  inundation.  But  this  will  give 
"  him  no  right  to  insist  on  the  exercise  of  the  easement  on  the 
"  part  of  the  dominant  owner,  if  the  latter  finds  it  expedient 
"  to  abandon  his  right.  In  like  manner  where  the  easement 
"  consists  in  the  right  to  discharge  water  over  the  land  of 
"  another,  though  the  water  may  be  advantageous  to  the  servient 
"  tenement,  the  owner  of  the  latter  cannot  acquire  a  right  to 
"  have  it  discharged  on  to  his  land,  if   the    dominant  owner 

1  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  578 ;  40  L.  J.,  Q.  B.       Canal  v.  Birmingham,  L.  RM  1  H.  L. 
293;   25   L.  T.  239;   see  Staffordshire      254;  and  jwst,  pp.  297  et  *eq. 
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"  chooses  to  send  the  water  elsewhere,  or  apply  it  to  other  pur- 
"  poses.  And  upon  this  principle,  as  it  appears  to  me,  might 
"  the  case  oi  Wood  v.  Waud  have  been  decided  without  reference 
"  to  the  Prescription  Act  (2  <jt  8  Will.  IV.  c.  71),  or  to  the  ques- 
"  tion  as  to  whether  there  had  been  enjoyment  '  as  of  right,'  so  as 
"  to  satisfy  that  statute.  I  prefer  to  rest  my  judgment  on  the 
"  principle — as  it  appears  to  me,  a  fundamental  one — that  an 
"  easement  exists  for  the  benefit  of  the  dominant  owner  alone, 
"  and  that  the  servient  owner  acquires  no  right  to  insist  on  its 
"  continuance,  or  to  ask  for  damages  on  its  abandonment."  1 

In  Arkwiight  v.  Gell,*  the  plaintiffs  were  owners  of  certain  cotton  Arkwrigkt  v. 
mills  erected  in  1772,  and  worked  by  the  united  force  of  a  natural  e  ' 
stream,  and  of  an  artificial  sough  which  had  been  made  previous 
to  that  date  by  a  mining  company,  for  the  purpose  of  draining 
their  mines.  Subsequently  another  sough  was  made  at  a  lower 
level,  by  another  mining  company,  of  whom  the  defendants  were 
the  representatives,  by  the  permission  of  the  owners  of  the  mines, 
by  whom  the  former  sough  was  made.  The  effect  of  this  second 
sough  was,  in  1836,  to  drain  away  and  divert  the  water  from  the 
first  made  sough,  to  the  injury  of  the  plaintiff's  mills.  The 
Court  held,  that  the  defendants  were  in  the  same  position  in 
respect  to  the  diversion  of  the  water,  as  if  they  had  been  the 
owners  of  the  mine  drained  by  the  first  sough,  and  were  proceed- 
ing to  unwater  a  further  portion  of  their  mine  by  a  new  sough ; 
and  that  as  the  stream  was  not  a  natural  watercourse,  but  an 
artificial  one  of  a  temporary  character,  having  its  continuance 
only  whilst  the  convenience  of  the  mine  owners  required  it,  and 
made  with  the  sole  object  of  getting  rid  of  a  nuisance  to  the 
mines,  and  as,  moreover,  the  plaintiff  was  aware  of  the  temporary 
character  of  the  watercourse,  he  had  acquired  no  right  of  action 
for  the  diversion  of  it. 

In  the  case  of  Magor  v.  Chadwick,*  the  plaintiffs  complained  Magorv. 
of  the  pollution  of  a  stream  running  to  their  brewery.  This 
stream  flowed  from  the  mouth  of  an  adit  or  underground  passage 
in  adjoining  lands  not  belonging  to  the  plaintiffs,  which  had 
been  originally  made  more  than  fifty  years  ago  by  the  owner  of 
a  mine  for  the  purpose  of  draining  it — but  the  mine  had  not  been 
worked  for  thirty  years.    After  the  working  had  been  discontinued, 

1  Cf.  per  Erie,   C.  J.,   in    Gated  v.  s  11  A.  &  E.  571  ;  9  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  159; 

fifartyn,  19  C.  BM  N.  S.  782.  see  remarks  of  Erie,  C.  J.,  on  this  case 

8  6  M.  &  W.  1017 ;  8  L.  J.,  Ex.  261 ;  in  Oared  v.  Martyn,  19  C.  B.,  N.  S.  732  ; 

2  H.  &  H.  17.  ante,  p.  256. 
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the  plaintiffs  had  used  for  twenty  years  pure  water  from  the 
adit  for  brewing.  The  defendants,  owners  of  other  mines,  sub- 
sequently used  the  adit  for  draining  their  mines,  and  so  made 
the  water  foul  and  unfit  for  brewing.  The  learned  judge  at  the 
trial  told  the  jury  that,  in  the  absence  of  custom,  artificial  water- 
courses were  not  distinguished  in  law  from  natural ;  that  the 
same  rules  of  law  applied  to  them;  and  that  twenty  years' 
enjoyment  might  warrant  them  in  finding  in  favour  of  the 
right.  The  jury  found  for  plaintiff,  and  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  refused  to  grant  a  new  trial,  holding  that  there  was  no 
misdirection  by  the  learned  judge. 
Wood  v.  In  the  case  of   Wood  v.  Wand,1  the  Court  of  Exchequer  laid 

down  in  an  elaborate  judgment  the  law  affecting  artificial  water- 
courses, and  the  rights  of  riparian  owners  thereon.  In  that  case, 
the  waters  from  the  workings  of  a  colliery  (partly  pumped  up 
and  partly  caused  by  the  overflow  of  an  old  coal  pit  which  had 
become  filled  with  water)  had  for  more  than  twenty  years  flowed 
through  two  artificial  subterraneous  channels,  one  of  which, 
called  the  Bowling  Sough,  passed  directly  through  the  plaintiff's 
land ;  the  other,  called  Low  Moor  Sough,  passed  into  a  natural 
stream  called  the  Bowling  Beck,  which,  so  augmented,  passed 
through  the  plaintiff's  land.  Plaintiff  had  used  the  water  of  the 
soughs  for  about  ten  years.  The  defendant  having  works  on  the 
banks  of  each  channel  above  the  points  where  they  respectively 
arrived  at  the  plaintiff's  land,  and  at  the  Bowling  Sough,  diverted 
the  water  of  each  of  them.  The  channels  were  subterraneous ;  but 
the  Court  determined  the  question  as  it  would  have  done  if  they 
had  been  surface  streams,  and  held  that  the  plaintiff  could  not 
recover  for  the  diversion.  "  This  question,"  says  Pollock,  C.  B., 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  "  is  not  with  respect  to  the 
"  rights  of  the  plaintiffs  as  against  the  owners  of  the  collieries 
"  which  the  soughs  relieve  from  water,  but  as  to  the  rights 
"of  the  plaintiffs  and  defendants  inter  se ;  and  it  will  be 
"  better  to  consider,  in  the  first  place,  how  they  would  stand 
"  if  the  streams  were  not  underground.  With  respect  to  a 
"  claim  of  right  as  against  the  colliery  owners,  if  it  be  true 
"  that  a  right  was  gained  to  these  streams  by  the  riparian  pro- 
"  prietors  as  against  them,  in  consequence  of  their  acquiescence 
*  "  for  twenty  years,  by  virtue  of  the  presumption  of  a  grant,  or  of 
"  Lord  Tenterden's  Act  (2  &  3  Will.  IV.  c.  71),  there  would  be 
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3  Ex.  748  ;  18  L.  J.,  Ex.  305. 
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no  difficulty  as  to  the  right  of  the  riparian  proprietors  against 
each  other,  or  against  other  persons.  But  Mr.  Cowling 
admitted  that  a  grant  could  not  be  presumed,  and  that  he 
should  have  great  difficulty  in  establishing  the  right  under 
Lord  Tenterden's  Act.  This  Court,  as  then  constituted,  much 
considered  that  subject  in  the  case  of  Arkwright  v.  OeU.  We 
have  again  considered  it,  and  are  satisfied  that  the  principles 
laid  down,  as  governing  that  case,  are  correct,  and  were 
properly  acted  upon  in  it,  by  deciding  that  no  action  lay  for 
an  injury  by  the  diversion  of  an  artificial  watercourse,  where, 
from  the  nature  of  the  case,  it  was  obvious  that  the  enjoyment 
of  it  depended  upon  temporary  circumstances,  and  was  not  of 
a  permanent  character,  and  where  the  interruption  was  by  the 
party  who  stood  in  the  situation  of  the  grantor.  The  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  in  the  subsequent  case  of  Magor  v.  Cliadwick, 
supported  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  for  the  disturbance  of  a 
right  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  stream,  under  circumstances 
somewhat  similar ;  but  in  that  case  the  action  was  not  brought 
against  the  party  in  whose  land  the  artificial  watercourse 
commenced,  nor  any  one  claiming  under  him  ;  and  he  had  not 
put  an  end  to  it  by  altering  the  mode  of  working  of  his  mines, 
but  what  is  more  important,  the  action  was  not  brought  for 
abstracting,  but  for  fouling — a  species  of  injury  which  does  not 
stand  on  the  same  footing;  for  though  the  possessor  of  the 
mine  might  stop  the  stream,  it  does  not  follow  that  he  or  any 
other  could  pollute  it  whilst  it  continued  to  run  ;  and  besides, 
from  the  course  which  the  cause  took  at  Nisi  Prius,  the  precise 
question  which  we  have  now  to  consider  does  not  appear  to 
have  called  for  decision.  The  two  cases  are  therefore  dis- 
tinguishable, and  the  expressions  used  by  the  learned  judges  in 
that  case,  as  to  the  similarity  of  natural  and  artificial  streams, 
are  to  be  understood  as  applicable  to  that  particular  case.  We 
entirely  agree  with  Lord  Denman,  C.  J.  (in  Magor  v.  Chadicick), 
that  the  proposition  that  a  watercourse,  of  whatever  antiquity, 
and  in  whatever  degree  enjoyed  by  numerous  persons,  cannot 
be  enjoyed  so  as  to  confer  a  right  to  the  use  of  the  water,  if 
proved  to  have  been  originally  artificial,  is  quite  indefensible;1 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  general  proposition,  that,  under  all 
circumstances,  the  right  to  watercourses  arising  from  enjoyment 

1  See  Greatrex  v.  ffaytoard,  8  Ex.  291 ;  Sutcliffe  v.  Booth,  9  Jur.,  N.  S.  1037 ; 
32  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  136. 
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"  is  the  same,  whether  they  be  natural  or  artificial,  cannot 
"  possibly  be  sustained.  The  right  to  artificial  watercourses 
"  against  the  party  creating  them,  surely  must  depend  upon  the 
"  character  of  the  watercourse,  whether  it  be  of  a  permanent  or 
"  temporary  nature,  and  upon  the  circumstances  under  which  it 
"  was  created.  The  enjoyment  for  twenty  years  of  a  stream 
"  diverted  or  penned  up  by  permanent  embankments,  clearly 
"  stands  upon  a  different  footing  from  the  enjoyment  of  a  flow  of 
"  water  originating  in  the  mode  of  occupation  or  alteration  of  a 
"  person's  property,  and  presumably  of  a  temporary  character, 
"  and  liable  to  variation. 

"  The  flow  of  water  for  twenty  years  from  the  eaves  of  a  house 
"  could  not  give  a  right  to  the  neighbour  to  insist  that  the  house 
"  should  not  be  pulled  down  or  altered,  so  as  to  diminish  the 
"  quantity  of  water  flowing  from  the  roof.  The  flow  of  water 
"  from  a  drain  for  the  purposes  of  agricultural  improvements 
4<  for  twenty  years  could  not  give  a  right  to  the  neighbour,  so 
"as  to  preclude  the  proprietor  from  altering  the  level  of  his 
"  drains  for  the  greater  improvement  of  his  land.  The  state 
"  of  circumstances  in  such  cases  shows  that  one  party  never 
"  intended  to  give,  nor  the  other  to  enjoy,  the  use  of  the  stream 
"as  a  matter  of  right."1 
Burrow*  v.  In   Burrows  v.   Lang 2   it   has   been    held    by    Far  well,   J., 

*?'  following  Arkwright   v.  Gell?  that  a  watercourse  constructed 

solely  for  the  purposes  of  a  mill  was  for  a  temporary  purpose, 
and  that  where  the  owner  of  an  ancient  mill  and  a  farm  the  cattle 
whereof  were  to  some  extent  watered  at  an  ancient  watercourse 
diverted  from  a  natural  stream,  and  running  on  the  mill  property 
alongside  the  farm,  but  constructed  and  maintained  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  the  mill,  conveyed  the  farm  to  a  purchaser  without 
mentioning  any  water  right,  having  regard  to  the  special  temporary 
purpose  for  which  the  watercourse  was  constructed,  the  expense 
of  maintaining  it,  and  the  fact  that  it  lay  entirely  on  the  mill 
property,  the  purchaser  had  acquired  no  right,  either  by  implied 
grant  or  under  the  general  words  of  the  Conveyancing  Act,  1881, 
s.  6,  to  have  it  continued  for  his  benefit,  and  the  watercourse 
being  therefore  precarious,  he  could  have  no  right  to  the  use  of 
the  water  (if  any)  therein. 

1  See  Oreatrex  \.  Hay  ward,  8  Ex.  291 ;  m'tngham,  Dudley  and  District  Banking 

Sntcliffe  v.  Booth,  9  Jur.,  N.  S.  1037  ;  32  Co.  v.  Ross,  38  Ch.  D.  295. 

L.  J.  Q.  B.  136.  8  Ante,  p.  269. 

a  (1901)  2  Ch.  503 ;  see  also  Bir- 
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Referring  to  Watts  v.  Kelson,1  Farwell,  J.,  says:2  "Watts  v. 
"Kelson,  on  which  the  plaintiff  relied,  is  not  really  in  point, 
"because  the  whole  of  the  basis  on  which  I  rest  my  judgment 
"  was  absent  in  that  case.  There  was  no  question  of  an  artificial 
"  watercourse  having  been  made  for  one  property  only.  The 
"  artificial  watercourse  in  that  case  was  made  for  the  express 
"  purpose  of  providing  both  the  properties  with  water.  The 
"  question  raised  in  the  present  case  was  not  argued;  the  point 
"  did  not  arise ;  the  only  point  was  whether  a  quasi-easement, 
"  which  would  by  its  nature  have  been  an  easement  if  there  had 
"  not  been  common  ownership,  passed  by  the  grant,  and  it  was 
"  held  that  it  did.  In  the  present  case  that  is  entirely  excluded, 
"  because  I  hold  that  there  was  no  quasi-easement  which  could 
"  pass  by  the  grant,  by  reason  of  its  precarious  nature.  The 
"  result  is  that  the  plaintiff's  case  wholly  fails,  and  I  can  do 
"  nothing  but  dismiss  it  with  costs."  His  Lordship  also  cites  the 
judgment  of  Sir  Montague  Smith,  in  Rameshur  Pershud  Singh  v. 
Koonj  Beliari  Pattuk : 3  "  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  right  to  the 
"  water  of  a  river  flowing  in  a  natural  channel  through  a 
"  man's  land,  and  the  right  to  water  flowing  to  it  through  an 
"  artificial  watercourse  constructed  on  his  neighbour's  land,  do 
"  not  rest  on  the  same  principle  ;  "and  he  adds,  "  I  venture  to 
"  add  to  that — the  right  to  water  flowing  through  an  artificial  water- 
"  course  constructed  on  a  man's  own  land  passing  by  his  neigh - 
"  hour's  land  does  not  rest  on  the  same  principle  as  that  of  water 
"  flowing  in  a  natural  channel  by  his  neighbour's  land.  Regarded 
"as  a  question  of  prescription,"  he  continues,  "i  should  have 
"  to  consider  whether  the  artificial  watercourse  was  made  for  a 
"  temporary  purpose  or  not.  The  plaintiff  contends  that  this 
"  was  not  a  temporary  purpose.  That  depends  on  the  meaning 
"of  the  word  temporary.  In  Arkwright  v.  Gell*  the  fact  that 
"  water  pumped  from  mines  had  flowed  over  a  man's  land  for 
"  upwards  of  sixty  years  gave  him  no  right  to  a  continuance  of 
"  the  flow.  The  meaning  of  '  temporary  purpose,'  is,  therefore, 
"  not  confined  to  a  purpose  that  happens  to  last  in  fact  for  a  few 
"  years  only,  but  includes  a  purpose  which  is  temporary  in  the 
"  sense  that  it  may  within  the  reasonable  contemplation  of  the 
parties  come  to  an  end." 


1  L.  R.,  6  Ch.  166  ;  ante,  p.  221.  »  4  App.  Cas.  126  ;  ante,  p.  250. 

2  (1901)  2  Ch.  at  p.  512.  UM.&W.  203,  232. 
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Pollution  of 

artificial 

watercourses. 


Easement  of 
drip. 


In  Brymbo  Water  Co.  v.  Letter'*  Lime  Co.,1  it  was  held  that  the 
fact  that  an  embankment  is  occasionally  out  of  repair  during  a 
term  of  years,  or  too  low  when  the  water  is  high  (e.g.,  in  a  flood), 
and  so  allows  water  to  overflow  into  other  land,  gives  the  owner 
of  that  other  land  no  prescriptive  right  to  the  overflow. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  pollution,  the  law  would  appear 
to  be  somewhat  different  from  that  with  regard  to  diversion.  In 
the  cases  of  Magor  v.  Chadwick  *  and  Wood  v.  Waud*  the  Courts 
were  of  opinion  that  even  in  cases  where  from  the  circum- 
stances a  riparian  owner  may  have  no  right  to  compel  the 
continuance  of  an  artificial  watercourse,  he  may  have  a  right  to 
prevent  the  pollution  of  it  while  it  continues  to  run,  on  the 
ground  that  no  man  can  have  a  right  to  send  dirty  water  on 
another's  land,  unless  he  can  prove  a  prescriptive  right  so  to 
send  dirty  water.4 

These  opinions  have  been  fully  confirmed  by  the  Court  of 
Appeal  in  the  late  case  of  Ballard  v.  Tomlinsonf  where  the  Court, 
in  an  action  by  a  landowner  for  the  pollution  of  percolating 
water,  laid  down  broadly  that  no  one  has  a  right  to  use  his  own 
land  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  a  nuisance  to  his  neighbour,  and 
therefore,  if  a  man  puts  filth  or  poisonous  matter  on  his  land  he 
must  take  care  that  it  does  not  escape  so  as  to  poison  water 
which  his  neighbour  has  a  right  to  use,  although  this  neighbour 
may  have  no  property  in  such  water  at  the  time  it  is  fouled.6 

The  right  to  discharge  rain-water  from  the  roof  of  a  house, 
either  by  means  of  a  spout,  or  by  drip,  which  is  a  nuisance  in 
the  absence  of  a  prescriptive  right,  may  be  acquired  by  user,  and 
is  not  destroyed  by  a  mere  alteration  in  the  height  of  the  eaves 
not  increasing  the  burthen  on  the  servient  tenement.7  No 
corresponding  right  to  the  flow  of  rain-water  from  the  roof  of  a 
house  can  be  acquired  by  prescription.8 


Extinguishment  of  Easements  of  Water. 

"  The  modes  by  which  easements  may  be  lost,"  says  Gale,9 
"  correspond  with  those  already  laid  down  for  their  acquisition. 


1  (1894)  8  R.  329. 

8  11  A.  &  E.  571  ;  ante,  p.  259. 

8  3  Ex.  748  ;  see  also  Suteliffe  v. 
Booth,  32  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  136. 

4  As  to  this,  see  Cawhwell  v.  Russell, 
26  L.  J.,  Ex.  34. 

*  29  Ch.  D.  115  ;  54  L.  J.,  Ch.  404  ; 
52  L.  T.  942  ;  ante,  p.  201. 

6  See  ante,  pp.  162  et  seq.,  where  this 


question  is  discussed. 

'  Hartey  v.  Walters,  L.  R.,  8  C.  P. 
162 ;  Thomas  v.  Thomas,  2  C,  M.&  R. 
34  ;  41  R.  R.  678  ;  see  Gale  on  Easements, 
pp.  251,  487,  505  ;  and  ante,  Chap.  III., 
p.  143. 

8  Wood  v.  Waud,  supra  ;  Qreatrex  v. 
Hayward,  8  Ex.  291. 

•  Gale  on  Easements,  p.  482. 
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"  1.  Corresponding  to  the  express  grant  is  the  express  renuncia- 
"  tion.  2.  To  the  disposition  by  the  owner  of  two  tenements, 
"  the  merger  by  the  union  of  them.  3.  To  the  easement  of 
"necessity,  the  permission  to  do  some  act  which  of  necessity 
"  destroys  it.  4.  And  to  the  acquisition  by  prescription,  abandon - 
"  ment  of  user."1 

An  express  release  at  law  to  be  effectual  must  be  by  deed,  but  By  express 
in  equity  an  easement  may  be  lost  by  agreement  or  acquiescence.2  release- 

Easements  are  also  extinguished  by  operation  of  law  if  the  By  merger, 
seisin  of  the  dominant  and  servient  tenements  are  united  in  one 
and  the  same  person.8    Unity  of  possession  only  suspends  an 
easement — it  requires  unity  of  seisin  to  destroy  it.4 

A  natural  right  to  water  coming  from  another  tenement  is  not 
destroyed  by  unity.  "  There  is  a  difference,"  says  Whitelock,  J*, 
in  Sury  v.  Piggott,*  "  between  a  way  or  common  and  a  water- 
"  course.  These  begin  by  private  right,  by  prescription,  by 
"  assent  as  a  way  or  common,  being  a  particular  benefit  to  take 
"  part  of  the  profits  of  the  land.  This  is  extinct  by  unity ; 
"  because  the  greater  benefit  shall  drown  the  less.  A  water- 
"  course  doth  begin  ex  jure  naturee,  having  taken  this  course 
"  naturally,  and  cannot  be  averted."6 

It  has  already  been  stated,  that  a  licence  by  the  dominant  By  licence, 
owner  to  do  an  act  incompatible  with  the  existence  of  an  easement, 
may  work  its  extinguishment,  even  when  the  licence  is  by  parol.7 

When  a  prescriptive  right  is  once  acquired  it  cannot  be  lost  by  Abandon- 
any  subsequent  act  not  amounting  to  a  surrender,  even  though  j£ymenft?n 
such  act  would  have,  previous  to  the  acquisition  of  such  right, 
rendered  the  user  precarious.8 


1  Where  an  easement  is  granted  for  a 
particular  purpose  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
the  easement  ceases  when  the  particular 
purpose  is  accomplished.  Thus,  where 
a  canal  company,  who  had  a  right  to 
take  water  for  a  canal,  were  recon- 
stituted a  railway  company  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  it  was  held  that  they  could 
not  grant  away  their  right  to  the  water, 
for  as  they  had  ceased  to  require  it  for 
their  canal,  the  right  to  take  it  ceased  : 
Rational  Manure  Co.  v.  Donald,  4  H. 
&  N.  8  ;  28  L.  J.,  Ex.  185. 

3  Gale  on  Easements,  p.  482 ;  Goddard 
on  Easements,  5th  ed.,  1896,  pp.  537, 552 
see  Fisher  v.  Moon,  1 1  L.  T.,  N.  S.  623 
Waterlow  v.  Bacon,  L.  R.,  2  Eq.  514 
Johnson  v.  Wyatt,  9  Jur.,  N.  S.  1334 
Duties  v.  Marshall,  10  C.  B.,  N.  S.  697 


Soloman  v.  Qlorer,  10  W.  N.  117  ;  and 
ante,  pp.  206,  207. 

3  Goddard  on  Easements,  pp.  529, 
534;  Gale,  pp.  15,  160,  486  ;  see  ante, 
pp.  217  et  seq. 

4  Tlwmas  v.  Thomas,  2  C,  M.  &  R. 
34  ;  41  R.  R.  678  ;  Simper  v.  Foley,  2 
John.  &  H.  555  ;  James  v.  Plant,  4  A.  & 
E.  761  ;  43  R.  R.  465  :  Co.  Litt.  313  a. 

*  3  Bulst.  339  ;  Poph.  Rep.  166. 

6  See  Bright  v.  Walker,  1  C,  M.  &R. 
219 ;  40  R.  R.  536 ;  and  Goddard  on 
Easements,  p.  524. 

?  Ante,  p.  209. 

8  French  Hoek  Commissurners  v. 
Hugo,  10  App.  Cas.  336  ;  54  L.  T.  92 ; 
see  also  Breaa  v.  Silberbauer,  L.  R.,  3 
P.  C.  84.     . 
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By  nonuser. 


By  alteration 
of  dominant 
tenement. 


The  mere  suspension  of  the  exercise  of  a  prescriptive  right  is 
not  sufficient  to  destroy  the  right,  without  some  evidence  of  an 
intention  to  abandon  it ;  but  a  long-continued  suspension  may 
render  it  necessary  for  the  person  claiming  the  right  to  show 
that  some  indication  was  given  during  the  period  that  he  ceased 
to  use  the  right  of  his  intention  to  preserve  it.1  Thus  where  the 
owner  of  an  old  pond  had  an  acquired  right  to  draw  water  for  it 
from  a  well,  and  had  disused  the  old  pond  for  forty  years,  and 
during  that  time  drew  water  for  three  new  ponds ;  it  was  held 
that  the  right  to  draw  water  to  the  old  pond  was  not  destroyed, 
as  it  was  impossible  to  conceive  that  he  intended  to  abandon  the 
right,  when  he  was  actually  drawing  water  into  three  new  ponds 
instead  of  into  the  old  one.3  So  a  right  of  way  along  a  stream 
has  been  held  not  to  be  lost  if  the  owner  allows  part  of  it  to  be 
choked  with  mud,  even  though  it  may  be  impassable  for  sixteen 
years  ;  for  the  mud  may  be  removed  if  the  way  is  required.8 

In  Tilbury  v.  Silva,4  Kay,  J.,  held  that  the  abandonment  by  a 
holder  of  copyhold  lands  of  a  right  claimed  to  fish  in  the  waters 
of  the  manor  for  four  years  before  action  brought,  was  a  bar  to 
that  right  under  sect.  4  of  2  <£•  S  Will.  IV.c.71. 

Interruptions,  though  not  acquiesced  in  for  a  year,  may  show 
that  the  enjoyment  never  was  of  right  but  contentious  through- 
out, though  if  once  the  enjoyment  as  of  right  has  begun,  no 
interruption  for  less  than  a  year  can  defeat  it.5 

Where  the  dominant  tenement  is  altered  in  such  a  way  as  will 
make  it  "incapable  any  longer  of  the  perception  of  the  particular 
"  easement,"  or  where  the  alterations  are  of  such  a  permanent 
character  as  will  evince  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  dominant 
owner  to  abandon  it,  the  easement  will  be  extinguished,  although 
the  abandonment  has  not  existed  for  twenty  years.  Thus,  in 
Cro88ley  v.  Lightowler*  where  the  owners  of  dye  works  had  a 
privilege  or  easement  of  pouring  foul  dye  water  into  a  river,  it 
was  held,  that  though  the  mere  nonuser  of  this  easement  was  not 
in  itself  a  proof  of  abandonment  of  it,  without  some  evidence  of 
intention  to  abandon  it,  yet  the  nonuser  of  the  mills  for  twenty 


1  Crowley  v.  LiglUowler,  L.  R.,  2  Ch. 
478  ;  3  Eq.  279. 

2  Hale  v.  Olroyd,  14  M.  &  W.  789. 
See  per  Wood,  V.-C,  in  Crossley  v. 
LiglUowler,  L.  R.,  3  Eq.  p.  293. 

8  Bower  v.  BUI,  1  Bing.  N.  C.  649  ; 
41  R.  R.  630. 

4  45  Ch.  D.  98  ;  62  L.  T.  254,  post, 
Chap.  VI. 


6  Eaton  v.  Sioatuea  Waterworks  Co., 
17  Q.  B.  26  ;  20  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  482. 

6  L.  R.,  2  Ch.  478 ;  L.  R.,  8  Eq.  279  ; 
see  Beg.  v.  Clwrley,  12  Q.  B.  518  ;  Ward 
v.  Ward,  7  Ex.  838  ;  Muzon  v.  Hill, 
5  B.  &  Ad.  at  p.  16  ;  39  R.  R.  354  ; 
Ziggin*  v.  Inge,  7  Bing.  693  ;  33  R.  R. 
615. 
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years,  and  the  fact  that  they  had  been  allowed  to  go  to  ruin,  was 
sufficient  to  destroy  the  right. 

An  encroachment  by  the  dominant  owner,  which  will  render  By  encroach- 
the  easement  necessarily  more  onerous  to  the  servient  tenement,  ment 
will  have  the  effect  of  destroying  the  easement;1  but  a  mere 
alteration,  causing  no  injury  to  the  servient  heritage,  will  not 
destroy  the  right.2 

Thus,  in  Cawkwell  v.  Russell*  where  the  plaintiff  had  a  pre- 
scriptive right  to  send  waste  water  down  the  defendant's  drain, 
and  sent  down  also  foul  water  from  his  privies,  the  Court  held 
that  defendant  had  a  right  to  stop  the  whole  drain,  as  the 
encroachment  could  not  be  prevented  in  any  other  way ;  but 
in  the  subsequent  case  of  Hill  v.  Cock,*  where  the  plaintiff 
increased  a  prescriptive  right  to  water  by  lengthening  a  gutter, 
the  defendant  was  not  held  justified  in  stopping  this  extensive 
user,  by  means  which  altogether  prevented  plaintiff's  enjoyment 
of  the  water. 

1  Bealey  v.  Shaw,  6  East,  208  :  8  cases  cited  arte,  pp.  242—248 ;  Harrey 
R.  R.  466  ;  Brown  v.  Best,  1  Wils.  174  ;  v.  Walters,  L.  R.,8  C.  P.  62  ;  Thomas  v. 
Crossley  v.  Lightowler,  L.  R..  2  Ch.  478 ;  Thomas.  2  C,  M.  &  R.  34  ;  41  R.  R.  678. 
A.-Q.  v.  Birmingham,  4  K.  &  J.  528  ;  3  26  L.  J.,  Ex.  314. 

A.-Q.  v.  Kingston,  13  W.  R.  888.  4  26    L.    T.,   N.    S.    185;    see  post, 

2  LnttreVs  case,  4  Rep.  86 ;  Hall  v.      Chap.  X. 
Swift,  6  Scott,  167  ;  44  R.  R.  728  ;  and 
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It  is  proposed  in  the  present  chapter  to  treat  of  the  rights, 
duties  and  liabilities  of — I.  Canal  Companies;  II.  Water  Com* 
panies ;  and  III.  Dock  Companies. 

All  such  bodies  are  either  combinations  of  adventurers  incor- 
porated under  Acts  of  Parliament  in  order  to  supply  a  public 
want  for  their  own  profit,  or  are  public  bodies  invested  with  the 
like  powers  for  the  public  benefit.  In  both  cases,  however,  they 
are  but  substitutes  for  individual  enterprise. 

"  It  is  well  observed,"  says  Blackburn,  J.,1  "  by  Mr.  Justice 
"  Mellor  in  Coe  v.  Wise,2  of  corporations  like  the  present,  formed 
"  for  trading  and  other  profitable  purposes,  that  though  such 
"  corporations  may  act  without  reward  to  themselves,  yet  in 
"  their  very  nature,  they  are  substitutions  on  a  large  scale  for 
"  individual  enterprise.  And  we  think  that,  in  the  absence  of 
"  anything  in  the  statutes  (which  create  such  corporations) 
"  showing  a  contrary  intention  in  the  legislature,  the  true  rule 
"  of  construction  is  that  the  legislature  intended  that  the  liability 
"  of  corporations  thus  substituted  for  individuals  should,  to  the 
"  extent  of  their  corporate  funds,  be  co-extensive  with  that 
"  imposed  by  the  general  law  on  the  owners  of  similar  works. 
"  If,  indeed,  the  legislature  has  by  express  enactment  or  neces- 
"  sary  intendment  enacted  that  they  shall  not  be  subject  to  such 
"  a  liability,  there  is  an  end  of  the  question." 

Since  these  bodies  are  almost  universally  incorporated  by  Act 
of  Parliament,  and  derive  all  their  powers  to  interfere  with  the 
rights  of  private  property  from  the  special  enactment  creating 
them,  it  will  be  well  to  note  some  of  the  general  principles 
regulating  the  liability  of  companies  exercising  statutory  powers. 

Where  the  legislature  has  authorized  certain  persons  to  effect 
a  certain  purpose,  and  has  given  them  the  powers  necessary  to 


1  Delivering  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
in  the  House  of  Lords  in  Mersey  Docks 
Co.  v.  Gibb,  L.  R.,  1  H.  L.  93  ;  11  H.  L. 


Cas.  686. 
-  5  Best  &  Sm.  440 ;  4  New  Rep.  354. 
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effect  it,  they  may  exercise  those  powers  to  their  full  extent 
without  incurring  responsibility,  but  in  so  doing  they  must  not 
occasion  any  needless  injury  to  any  one.1 

Where  persons  are  incorporated  by  Act  of  Parliament  for  a 
particular  purpose,  and  have  full  powers  given  them  to  effect 
that  purpose,  if  the  effecting  of  it  may  occasion  (not  only  in 
the  course  of  originally  extending  the  necessary  works  for  the 
required  purposes,  but  at  recurring  intervals  afterwards)  incon- 
venience or  injury  to  others,  they  may  be  treated  as  under  an 
obligation  to  take,  from  time  to  time,  measures  to  prevent  the 
occurrence  of  such  inconvenience  and  injury.1 

These  principles  were  laid  down  in  the  case  of  Oeddia  v.  Bann  €hddu  v. 
Reservoir*  which  was  an  appeal  heard  in  the  House  of  Lords  Wi>.     '**" 
against  a  judgment  of  the  Exchequer  Chamber  in  Ireland, 
reversing  a  previous  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench 
there. 

A  local  Act  of  Parliament  incorporated  certain  persons  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  a  regular  and  proper  supply  of  water  to 
mill-owners  whose  works  were  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Bann.  These  persons  had  powers  given  them  to  collect  the 
waters  of  several  small  streams  into  a  reservoir,  and,  as  often  as 
necessary,  to  send  down  those  waters  to  the  Bann  through  the 
channel  of  a  stream  called  the  Muddock.  The  second  clause  of 
the  Act  directed  them  to  "make,  erect,  construct,  maintain, 
"  repair  and  keep  "  by  means  of  a  reservoir  a  due  and  adequate 
supply  of  water  for  the  river  Bann  at  all  seasons  of  the  year ; 
and  to  enter  on  the  lands  of  the  different  streams  named,  to  do 
what  was  necessary  for  the  conveyance  and  due  regulations  of 
the  supply  of  such  waters,  and  "  to  make,  erect,  alter,  maintain, 
"repair,  widen,  deepen,  scour,  cleanse,  and  keep  proper  and 
"  sufficient  conduits,  aqueducts,  channels  and  watercourses,  drains, 
"  feeders,  weirs,  dams,"  &c,  &c.  The  82nd  clause  gave  similar 
directions,  and  ordered  that  the  surplus  water  should  be  returned 
unto  the  different  streams  from  which  it  bad  been  taken;  and 
also  made  provisions  for  supplying  with  water  the  cattle 
depasturing  in  the  fields  there. 

The  persons  incorporated  under  the  Act  erected  the  reservoir, 
collected  the  waters  of  the  different  streams,  and  sent  them 

1  Geddis  t.  Bann  Reservoir,  3  App.      626;  Green  v.  Chelsea  Waterworks  Co.,70 
Cas.  430,  H.  L.  Ir. ;  see  also  Evans  v.      L.  T.  541.  and  cases  ante,  p.  150. 
Manchester  S.  and  L.  Bail  Co.,  36  Ch.  D.  -  3  App.  Cas.  430. 
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through  the  channel  of  the  Muddock,  so  that  at  times  it  over- 
flowed its  banks,  and  did  damage  to  the  lands  of  the  adjoining 
proprietors. 

It  was  held  that  the  order  of  the  Exchequer  Chamber  should 
be  reversed,  and  the  order  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench 
restored,  and  that  under  the  words  of  the  Act  there  was  an 
obligation  on  the  persons  so  incorporated  to  take  care  that  the 
due  execution  of  the  works  and  operations  intended  by  the  Act 
should  not  be  injurious  to  the  lands  lying  along  the  banks  of  the 
Muddock,  and  that  the  bed  or  channel  of  the  Muddock  must  be 
cleansed  and  kept;  in  a  proper  state  for  the  flow  and  re-flow  of 
the  water  that  had  to  pass  through  it. 

In  giving  judgment,  their  Lordships  distinguished  the  case 
from  that  of  Cracknell  v.  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Tlietford,1 
which  had  been  cited  for  the  defendants.  "  In  that  case,"  said 
Lord  Hatherley,2  "  which  has  been  followed  by  several  others, 
"  it  seems  to  have  been  laid  down  that  persons  having  powers  to 
"  execute  certain  works,  and  executing  those  works  in  such  a 
"  manner  as  to  perform  that  duty  in  compliance  with  an  Act 
"  of  Parliament,  and  being  utterly  guiltless  of  any  negligence, 
"  cannot  be  liable  to  an  action.  If  the  person  injuriously 
"  affected  cannot  find  any  clause  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  giving 
"  him  compensation  for  the  damage  which  he  has  received,  he 
"  cannot  obtain  compensation  for  that  damage  by  way  of  action 
"  against  the  parties  who  have  done  no  wrong — that  is  the 
"  simple  proposition  which  is  laid  down  in  that  case,  and  when 
"  it  is  expressed  in  these  terms  it  is  impossible  for  anybody  to 
"  find  any  fault  with  it.  As  my  noble  and  learned  friend  (Lord 
"  Selborne)  has  observed,  there  are  other  cases  far  more  like  this 
"  case  than  that  of  The  Corporation  of  Thetford.  In  the  Thet- 
"ford  case*  what  occurred  was  this :  there  was  a  power  to 
"  a  company  to  facilitate  the  navigation  of  a  river  by  means 
"  of  making  certain  alterations  and  improvements  in  it ;  a  part 
"  of  the  necessary  alterations  was  the  placing  of  stanchions  in 
"  the  river.  When  the  river  was  altered  and  improved,  weeds 
"  grew  up  in  it  with  which  the  company  had  nothing  to  do ; 
"  they  grew  up  neither  more  nor  less  by  reason  of  anything 
"the  company  had  done.  It  was  said  that  the  silting  up  of 
"  the  river  had  been  increased  by  means  of  those  stanchions, 

1  L.  R„  4  C.  P.  629  ;  38  L.  J.,  C.  P.  *  3  App.  Cas.  p.  448. 

353  ;  see  pott,  Chap.  VII.  '  L.  R.,  4  C.  P.  629. 
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"  bat   they  were   necessary  to   the  works  and  could  not  be 

"  removed ;  but  nothing  had  been  of  its  own  accord  done  by 

"  the  company  which  could  be  said  to  be  the  cause  of  the  injury 

"  the  plaintiff  had  sustained.     Now  in  this  case  we  have  this 

"  state  of  things.    The  respondents  have  the  power  to  execute 

"  a  work  of  this  description,  and  to  make  channels  and  cuts, 

"  and  not  only  so,  but  they  have  also  the  power  to  widen  and 

"  deepen  cuts  and  watercourses.    Having  that  power,  and  having 

"  the  power  of  using  those  watercourses  to  communicate  between 

-"  the  reservoir  and  the  river  Bann,  they  have  chosen  to  exercise 

"  that  power  in  a  manner  injurious    to   the   plaintiff  owing 

"  to  their  not  having  seen,  in  the  first  instance,  the  necessity 

"  of  making  provision   for  the  additional  quantities  of  water 

"  that   would   be  sent  down,   and   at  the  varying  periods  at 

"  which  they  would  be  sent  down.     The  defendants  neglected 

"  to  make  the  provision  they  should  have  made  for  carrying 

"  that  water  off  in  such  a  manner  as  would  have  prevented  the 

"  occurrence  to  the  plaintiff  of   a  damage  which   never  had 

"  occurred  to  him  before,  and  which  was,  as  the  jury  found, 

"  attributable  to  the  works  so  executed.     This  case  is  not  within 

"the  principle  of  the  Thetford  case,1  nor  within  any  principle 

"  which  could  be  laid  down  with  regard  to  parties  keeping  them- 

"  selves  entirely  within  their  powers,  and  taking  care  that  the 

"  powers  of   an  Act  of   Parliament  when  exercised  shall  be 

"  exercised  in  a  manner  to  prevent  needless  injury.    We  are 

"  not  bound  nor  entitled  to  suppose  that  they  will  wilfully  do 

"  injury  by  the  exercise  of  the  legislative  powers  which  have 

"  been  given  to  them  ;  but  it  appears  to  me  clearly  and  plainly 

"  that  they  should  use  every  precaution,  by  the  exercise  either 

"  of  the  powers  created  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  itself,  or  of 

"  their  common  law  powers,  to  prevent  damage  and  injury 

"  being  done  to  others,  through  whose  property  the  works  or 

"  operations  are  to  be  carried  on,  and  to  avoid  subjecting  them 

"  to  consequences  which  they  were  not  bound  to  anticipate  from 

"  the  Act  of  Parliament,  seeing  that  the  Act  also  enabled  the 

"  parties  who  had  the  power  to  do  so  to  prevent  the  mischief." 

Lord  Blackburn  in  the  course  of  his  judgment  made  the 
following  remarks:3  "It  is  agreed  on  all  sides  that  the  Act 
"  requires  the  promoters,  the  defendants,  to  pour  into  the 
"  channel  of   the  river  Muddock  as  much  water  as,  on  the 

1  L.  B.,  4  C.  P.  629.  *  3  App.  Cas.  465. 
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Allnutt  v. 
Ingli*. 


"  average,  used  formerly  to  go.  It  does  not  mean  that  if  it 
"  happens  to  be  a  high  flood  they  are  to  keep  it  up  to  a  high 
"  flood,  or  that  in  summer  they  are  to  keep  it  to  a  mere  trickle 
"  if  it  was  a  mere  trickle  before ;  but  it  means  that  on  the 
"  average  it  is  to  be  as  much  as  it  was  before.  And  they  have 
"  a  permissive  power,  for  the  benefit  of  the  mill-owners  on  the 
"  Bann,  to  send  down  more  water,  both  greater  in  quantity  and 
"  in  a  different  way  from  what  would  have  gone  in  the  ordinary 
"  natural  state  of  things  down  the  Muddock  if  the  Act  had  not 
"  been  passed.  Now,  certainly,  the  result  has  been  that  the 
"  channel  of  the  Muddock,  as  it  exists  at  present,  is  not  able  to 
"  carry  off  the  water  they  have  put  into  it,  and  if  they  have  no 
"  power  to  cleanse  the  channel  of  the  Muddock  or  to  alter  it, 
"  which  was  the  view  taken  by  the  majority  of  the  learned 
"  judges  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber  below,  then  they 
"  are  not  liable  to  damages  for  doing  that  which  the  Act  of 
"  Parliament  authorizes,  namely,  pouring  part  of  the  water  of 
"  the  reservoir  into  the  Muddock  that  it  may  go  into  the  Bann. 
"  For  I  take  it,  without  citing  cases,  that  it  is  now  thoroughly 
"  well  established  that  no  action  will  lie  for  doing  that  which  the 
"  legislature  has  authorized,  if  it  be  done  without  negligence, 
"  although  it  does  occasion  damage  to  any  one ;  but  an  action 
"  does  lie  for  doing  that  which  the  legislature  has  authorized,  if 
"  it  be  done  negligently.  And,  I  think,  that  if  by  a  reasonable 
"  exercise  of  the  powers,  either  given  by  statute  to  the  promoters, 
"  or  which  they  have  at  common  law,  the  damage  could  be 
"  prevented,  it  is  within  this  rule  '  negligence '  not  to  make  such 
"  reasonable  exercise  of  their  powers.  I  do  not  think  that  it  will 
"  be  found  that  any  of  the  cases  (I  do  not  cite  them)  are  in 
"  conflict  with  that  view  of  the  law."  His  Lordship  then  went 
on  to  state,  that  the  question,  therefore,  depended  on  whether 
power  was  given  under  the  Act  to  the  promoters  to  cleanse  the 
Muddock,  and  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  Buch  power  was  so 
given  by  the  provisions  of  the  second  section,  and  that  the 
defendants  were  guilty  of  negligence  in  not  cleansing  it. 

The  principles  above  laid  down  are  but  an  affirmation  of  those 
enunciated  in  earlier  cases. 

Thus  in  Allnutt  v.  Inglis,1  which  turned  on  the  rights  of  the 
London  Dock  Company,  Lord  Ellenborough  stated  the  rule,  that 
where  private  property  is,  by  consent  of   the  owner,  invested 

1  12  East,  527  ;  11  R.  R.  482. 


v.  Qibb. 
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with  a  public  interest  or  privilege  for  the  benefit  of  the  public, 

the  owner  can  no  longer  deal  with  it  as  private  property  only, 

but  must  hold  it  subject  to  the  rights  of  the  public,  in  the 

exercise  of  that  public  interest  or  privilege  conferred  for  their 

benefit;1  and  this  important  general  principle  was  confirmed 

and  extended  in  the  case  of  The  Mersey  Dock  Trustees  v.  Gibb, 3  Mersey  Dock 

which  turned  on  the  liability  of  the  plaintiffs  for  injuries  caused 

by  the  negligence  of  their  employes  ,*  and  where  it  was  decided, 

not  only  that  a  private  person  or  a  company,  having  a  right  to 

levy  tolls  in  respect  of  the  performance  of  a  particular  work, 

will  be  liable  in  damages  for  injuries  occasioned  by  performing 

it  negligently,  but  also  that  a  corporate  body,   authorized   to 

perform  such  a  work,  and  receiving  tolls  in  respect  of  it,  though 

obtaining  no  profit  for  itself  from  such  tolls,  but  collecting  them 

for  the  maintenance  of  the  work,  and  the  possible  future  benefit 

of  the  public,  is  equally  responsible  for  inj  uries  arising  from  the 

improper  performance  of  such  work,  and  the  funds  thus  obtained 

must  discharge  that  liability.     On  the  appeal  to  the  House  of 

Lords,  certain  questions  relative  to  the  points  raised  in  this  case 

were  put  to  the  judges  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  it  will  be 

well  to  quote,  in  illustration  of  this  subject,  some  of  the  remarks 

of  Mr.  Justice  Blackburn,  who  delivered  their  opinion  in  reply. 

After  approving  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  Pamaby  v.  Lancaster 

Canal,*  and  pointing  out  the  distinction  between  dock  trustees 

and  a  canal  company,  he  continued :  "  If  the  legislature  directs 

"  or  authorizes  the  doing  of  a  particular  thing,  the  doing  of  it 

"  cannot  be  wrongful ;  if  damage  results  from  the  doing  of  that 

"  thing,  it  is  just  and  proper  that  compensation  should  be  made 

"  for  it,  and  that  is  generally  provided  in  the  statutes  authorizing 

"  the  doing  of  such  things.    But  no  action  lies  for  what  is 

"  damnum  sine  injurid ;  the  remedy  is  to  apply  for  compensation 

"  under  the  provisions  of   the  statutes  legalizing  what  would 

"  otherwise  be  a  wrong.     This,  however,  is  the  case,  whether  the 

"  thing  is  authorized  for  a  public  purpose  or  private  profit.     No 

"  action  will  lie  against  railway  companies  for  erecting  a  line  of 

11  railway  authorized  by  their  Acts,  so  long  as  they  pursue  the 

"  authority  given  them,  any  more  than  it  would  lie  against  the 

"  trustees  of  a  turnpike  road  for  making  their  road  under  their 

»  Allnutt  t.  Inglis,  12  East,  527  ;  11       35  L.  J.,  Ex.  225  ;  14  L.  T.  677. 
R.  R.  482.  Ml  Ad.  &  El.  223  ;  see  pott,  p.  308, 

*  L.  R.,  1  H.  L.  93  ;  11  H.  L.  Cas.  686 ; 
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"  Acts,  though  one  road  is  made  for  the  profit  of  the  shareholders 
4 1  in  the  company,  and  the  other  is  not.  The  principle  is, 
"  that  the  act  is  not  wrongful,  not  because  it  is  for  a  public 
"  purpose,  but  because  it  is  authorized  by  the  legislature  (The 
4t  King  v.  Pease).1  This,  we  think,  is  the  point  decided  in  Tlie 
*'  Governors  of  the  British  Cast  Plate  Manufacturers  v.  Meredith* 
"  Sutton  v.  Clarke*  and  several  other  oases,  as  is  well  explained 
"  by  Mr.  Justice  Williams  in  Whitehouse  v.  Fcllowes.4 

"  But  though  the  legislature  has  authorized  the  execution 
"of  the  works,  it  does  not  thereby  exempt  those  authorized 
"  to  make  them  from  the  obligation  to  use  reasonable  care 
"  that  in  making  them  no  unnecessary  damage  shall  be 
"done."  In  Brine  v.  The  Great  Western  Rail.  Co.,6  Mr. 
Justice  Crompton  says,  "  The  distinction  is  now  clearly  estab- 
"  lished  between  damage  from  works  authorized  by  statutes, 
"  where  the  party  generally  is  to  have  compensation,  and  the 
"  authority  is  a  bar  to  an  action,  and  damage  by  reason  of 
"  the  works  being  negligently  done,  as  to  which  the  owner's 
"remedy  by  way  of  action  remains." a  The  learned  judge 
pointed  out  that  this  distinction  is  as  applicable  to  works 
executed  for  one  purpose  as  another.  "It  is  pointed  out  by 
"  Lord  Campbell  in  The  Southampton  Itchin  Biidge  v.  The 
"Southampton  Local  Board  of  Health7  that  in  every  case  the 
"  liability  of  a  body,  created  by  statute,  must  be  determined  upon 
"  a  true  interpretation  of  the  statute  under  which  it  is  created. 
"  And  if  the  true  interpretation  of  the  statute  is  that  a  duty  is 
"  cast  upon  the  incorporated  body,  not  only  to  make  the  works 
"  authorized,  but  also  to  take  proper  care  and  use  reasonable  skill, 
' '  that  the  works  are  such  as  the  statute  authorizes,  or,  as  in  the 
"  present  case,  to  take  reasonable  care  that  they  are  in  a  fit  state 
"  for  the  use  of  the  public  who  use  them ;  there  is,  with  great 
"  deference  to  Lord  Gottenham,  nothing  illogical  or  inconsistent 
"  in  holding  that  those  injured  by  the  neglect  of  the  statutable 
"  body  to  fulfil  that  duty  thus  cast  by  the  statute  upon  it,  may 
"  maintain  an  action  against  that  body,  and  be  indemnified  out  of 
"  the  funds  vested  in  it  by  the  statute." 8  The  House  of  Lords 
"  gave  judgment  in  accordance  with  this  opinion  of  the  judges. 

1  4  B.  &  A.  80  ;  38  R.  R.  207.  Sir  W.  Bl.  424  ;  Sutton  v.  Clarke,  6  Taunt 

8  4  T.  R.  794.  29  ;  1 6  R.  R.  563  ;  Jones  v.  Bird,  6  B.  & 

»  6  Taunt,  29 ;  16  R.  R.  663.  Aid.  837  ;   24  R.  R.  579  ;  see  11  H.  L. 

«  10  C.  B.f  N.  S.  76$.  Cas.  714. 

*  2  Best  &  Sm.  402,  411.  7  8  Eli.  &  BL  801—812. 

6  Leader  v.  Moxon,  3  Wils.  461  ;  2          8  See  Ward  v.  Lee,  7  Ell.  &  BL  426 ; 
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We  shall  now  proceed  to  notice  in  detail  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal points  of  the  law  relating  to — I.  Canals ;  II.  Water  Supply  ; 
and  III.  Docks. 

I.  Canals. 

A  canal  may  be  defined  to  be  an  artificial  highway  by  water  Definition  of 
constructed  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  by  adventurers  autho- 
rized by  the  legislature  to  take  tolls  for  its  use,  as  a  compensation 
for  their  risk  and  labour  in  the  undertaking. 

It  differs  from  a  river  navigation  chiefly  in  the  fact  that  the 
company  or  proprietors  working  it  do  so  for  their  own  profit,  and 
usually  have  the  soil  of  the  canal  vested  in  them  by  the  terms 
of  their  Act,  whilst  the  trustees  of  a  river  made  navigable  by  Act 
of  Parliament  appear  usually  to  have  a  mere  possession  of  the 
soil  for  the  purposes  of  improving  the  navigation,  and,  like  dock 
trustees,  to  be  bound  to  apply  the  profits  for  the  future  benefit 
of  the  public.1 

"  Canals,"  said  Bayley,  J.,  in  Rex  v.  Nicholson*  " are  real 
"  property;  they  are  land  applied  to  a  particular  purpose,  and 
"  the  tolls  are  the  profits  arising  from  that  use  of  the  land,  and 
"  are  given  to  the  proprietors  as  a  compensation  for  the  use  of 
"  it  in  that  manner." 

Pollock,  C.  B.,  in  the  case  of  Manly  v.  St.  Helens  Canal  Co.,8  Canal  com- 

names 

thus  defined  the  status  of  the  undertakers :  "  The  owners  of  this 
"  canal  are  to  be  looked  on  as  a  trading  company,  who,  though 
"  the  legislature  permits  them  to  do  various  acts  described  in 
"  these  statutes,  are  to  be  considered  as  persons  doing  them  for 
"  their  own  private  advantage,  and  are,  therefore,  personally 
"  responsible  if  mischief  ensues  from  their  not  doing  all  they 
"  ought,  or  doing  in  an  improper  manner  what  they  are  allowed 
"  to  do." 

The  method,  therefore,  hitherto  pursued  in  treating  of  natural  Rights  of 

•  canal  com" 

streams   manifestly  cannot  be  applied  to  the  consideration  of  panies  defined 
artificial  waterways  like  canals.     The  ownership  of  the  soil,  and  £ncyimif6d 
the  rights  and  duties  incident  to  canal  proprietors,  are  in  each  Parliament. 
case  defined  and  limited  by  a  particular  private  Act  to  which 
reference  must  be  made  in  all  cases  involving  the  consideration 

Clothier  v.  Webster,  12  C.  B.,  N.  S.  798 ;  N.  S.  546. 

Buck  v.  Williams,  3  Hurl.  &  N.  308  ;  l  See  ante,  Chap.  II.,  p.  89,  and  post, 

Whitehouse  v.  Fellowes,  10  C.  B.,  N.  S.  Chap.  VII. 

765  ;  Brownlow  v.  Metropolitan  Board  *  12  East,  330  :  11  R.  R.  398. 

of  Works,  13  C.  B.,  N.  S.  768  ;  16  C.  B.,  »  2  H.  &  N.  840. 
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of  any  of  these  points.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  law  on  this 
subject  it  will  be  necessary  to  examine  the  construction  that  has 
been  put  upon  this  class  of  enactments,  for  the  purpose  of 
arriving  at  general  rules  with  regard  to  it.1 

In  order  to  consider  the  principles  which  have  been  followed 
in  the  construction  of  the  private  Acts  incorporating  canal 
companies,  it  will  be  well  to  state  briefly  what  is  the  general 
nature  of  these  enactments.3 

They  usually  vest  the  ownership  of  the  soil  of  the  bed  and 
banks  of  the  canal  in  the  undertakers,  with  certain  reservations 
to  landowners,  and  empower  the  corporate  body  thus  formed  to 
levy  tolls  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  navigation  which 
exists  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  public,  though  they  them- 
selves are  not  precluded  from  being  carriers  on  their  own  canals. 
The  company  are  bound  to  abstain  from  any  act  which  may 
cause  inconvenience  or  injury  either  to  public  or  private  owners 
when  carrying  out  their  works,3  and  to  submit  in  certain  cases  to 
the  due  exercise  of  the  rights  of  others  where  such  rights  do  not 
interfere  with  their  own.* 

Such  is  the  general  tenor  of  these  enactments,  which  are  to 
be  regarded  as  the  form  of  contract  between  the  public  and  the 
company.  "  Every  canal  Act,"  as  was  said  by  Lord  Tenterden, 
C.  J.,  in  Stourbridge  Canal  v.  Wheely*  is  to  be  considered  as  "  a 
"  bargain  between  a  company  of  adventurers  and  the  public,  the 
"  terms  of  which  are  expressed  in  the  statute ;  and  the  rule  of 
"  construction  in  all  such  cases  is  now  fully  established  to  be 
"  this — that  any  ambiguity  in  the  terms  of  the  contract  must 
"  operate  against  the  adventurers,  and  in  favour  of  the  public ; 
"  and  the  plaintiffs  can  claim  nothing  which  is  not  clearly  given 
"  to  them  by  the  Act.  This  rule  is  laid  down  in  distinct  terms 
"  by  the  Court  in  the  case  of  The  Hull  Dock  Co.  v.  La  Marche* 
"  where  some  previous  authorities  are  cited ;    and  it  was  also 


1  There  are,  however,  a  certain  number 
of  general  public  statutes  regulating  the 
traffic  on  canals,  the  charges  of  com- 
panies, and  the  liabilities  of  the  owners 
of  barges  plying  on  them.  See  for  these, 
post,  Chap.  VII. 

*  Sec  post,  Chap.  VII. 

8  Geddi*  v.  Bann  Reserroir.  3  App.  C. 
430  (H.L.  Ir.) :  A.-G.  v.  Bradford  Sari- 
gat  ion.  So  L.  J.,  Ch.  619  ;  Beg.  v.  Dela- 
mere,  13  W.  R.  757  :  Preston  v.  Aorfolk 
Ball.  Co.,  2  H.  &  N.  735. 

4  Monmouth  Canal  Co.  v.  Ilall,  4  H.  & 


N.  121  ;  London  and  Birmingham  Rail- 
way  v.  Grand  Junction  Canal,  1  Rail. 
Cas.  224  ;  Blahemore  v.  Glamorganshire 
Canal,  2  C,  M.  &  R.  133  ;  Glamorgan- 
shire Canal  v.  Blahemore.  1  C.  &  F.  262. 

*  2  B.  &  Ad.  793  :  36  R.  R.  746 ;  see 
Parnahy  v.  Lancaster  Canal,  11  A.  k  E. 
223  ;  sec,  too,  the  remarks  of  Lord  Eldon 
and  Lord  Lyndhurst  in  Bl  a  hem  ore  v. 
Glamorganshire  Canttl,  1  M.  &  K.  162, 
169  ;  1  C.  &  F.  262  :  36  R.  R.  239. 

6  8  B.  &  C.  51  ;  32  R,  R.  337. 
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"  acted  upon  in  the  case  of  The  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  Co. 
"v.  Hustler^1 

We  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  various  decisions  on 
particular  enactments  incorporating  canal  companies  in  the 
following  order:— 

1.  Such  as  relate  to  the  ownership  of  the  soil ; 

2.  Such  as  turn  on  the  rights  and  duties  of  canal  companies 
to  other  proprietors ; 

8.  Such  as  refer  to  their  duties  towards  the  public  in  respect 
of  the  navigation. 

The  soil  of  canals  is,  as  a  rule,  vested  in  the  proprietors  Ownership  of 
absolutely  by  the  terms  of  their  Act,  though  only  for  the  pur-  £iJ^J2S^ 
poses  for  which  they  are  incorporated.2    Thus  16  Geo.  III.  c.  28,  butoniyfor 
an  Act  for  making   and  maintaining  the  Stourbridge   Canal,  0fthdrAct? 
empowers  the  company  "to  purchase  land  for  the  use  of  the 
"  navigation,  and  vests  the  lands  acquired  by  a  voluntary  or 
"  compulsory  sale  in  the  proprietors  for  the  use  of  the  naviga- 
"  tion,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 8 

They  may,  however,  under  certain  circumstances,  have  a  mere 
possession  of  land  without  being  the  owners  thereof ;  as  where 
the  proprietor  of  the  soil  gives  permission  to  a  company  to  make 
erections,  such  as  a  dam  or  mound,  upon  it,4  and  such  possession 
has  been  held  to  entitle  them  to  maintain  trespass.4 

The  powers  of  companies  vary  considerably  in  this  respect ; 
and  in  each  case,  as  was  said  by  Lord  Tenterden  in  Stourbridge 
Canal  v.  Wheely*  "the  canal  having  been  made  under  the 
"  authority  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  the  rights  of  the  company 
"  are  derived  entirely  from  that  Act."  As  has  been  stated, 
however,  whatever  the  extent  of  the  ownership  may  be,  it  is 
permitted  solely  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act. 

Thus  a  canal  company,  incorporated  by  Act  of  Parliament  and 
having  powers  to  take  water  for  supplying  their  canal,  cannot  by 
user  acquire  an  easement  to  take  water  for  any  other  purpose, 


1  1  B.  &  C.  424 ;  36  R.  R.  746,  748 : 
cf.  Lord  Brougham  in  Stockton  and 
Darlington  Railway  v.  Barrett,  11  C.  & 
P.  590  ;  8  Scott,  N.  R.  641  ;  Glamorgan- 
shire Canal  v.  Blake  more,  1  CI.  &  F. 
262. 

9  Bostocky.  Xorth  Staffordshire  Rail. 
Co.,  4  E.  &  B.  798  ;  National  Manure  Co. 
v.  Donald,  4  H.  &  N.  8. 

3  2  B.  &  Ad.  793  ;  36  R.  R.746  ;  as  to 


power  of  a  canal  company  to  dedicate 
land  as  a  public  footpath,  see  Grand 
Junction  Canal  v.  Petty,  21  Q.  B.  D.  273 ; 
57  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  572  ;  59  L.  T.  767  ;  and 
R.  v.  Leake,  5  B.  &  A.  469  ;  39  R.  R.  521 ; 
and  ante,  pp.  87, 88. 

4  Dyson  and  another  v.  Cbllick,  5  B.  & 
A.  600 ;  24  R.  R.  484  ;  8.  C,  1  D.  &  R. 
225. 


278 


OF  CANALS,  WATER  SUPPLY,  AND  DOCKS. 


Beg,  v.  Arch- 
bishop of 
Tort, 


Rochdale 
Canal  v. 
Badcliffe, 


and  the  easement  to  take  water  to  fill  a  canal  ceases  when  the 
canal  ceases  to  exist.1 

So  too,  where  an  Act  incorporating  a  canal  company 
empowered  them  to  acquire  lands  compulsorily,  which  were  to 
vest  by  the  Act  in  the  company  in  fee  simple,  "  for  the  use  of 
"  the  said  navigation,  and  to  or  for  no  other  purpose  or  use 
"  whatsoever,"  but  reserved  to  proprietors  of  purchased  lands 
the  minerals  and  fishery  over  their  lands,  and  the  right  to  use 
pleasure-boats  over  the  whole  canal  and  reservoir ;  it  was  held 
that  the  North  Staffordshire  Eailway  Company,  in  whom  such 
rights  and  property  were  vested  by  a  subsequent  Act,  could  not 
lawfully  use  the  lake  or  reservoir  for  any  other  purpose  than 
supplying  the  navigation  with  water,  and  an  injunction  was 
subsequently  granted  to  restrain  them  from  holding  a  regatta 
thereon,  and  also  from  letting  out  boats  for  hire.3 

In  liegina  v.  Archbishop  of  York*  B.  was  empowered  to  make 
a  canal,  to  supply  it  from  brooks,  &c,  and  to  inclose  and  appro- 
priate lands  proper  for  wharfs,  quays,  &c.  Nothing  was  to 
authorize  his  using  the  lands  for  anything  else  than  navigation. 
The  works  and  things  made  in  forming  certain  parts  of  the  canal 
were  to  be  B.'s  property.  A  stream  had  been  dammed  up  to 
feed  the  canal,  forming  a  pool.  This  pool  had  been  lowered 
and  reduced  in  size.  On  part  of  the  ground  so  recovered,  B.'s 
successors  had  built  limekilns,  &c. — Held,  that  no  right  to  the 
soil  of  the  lands  adjoining  the  canal,  and  applied  to  the  purposes 
of  the  canal  other  than  those  works  and  things  used  in  forming 
the  canal,  passed  to  B.  where  there  had  been  no  actual  purchase. 

In  The  Rochdale  Canal  v.  Radcliffe,4  an  Act  for  establishing  a 
canal  company  provided  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  owners  of 
lands  within  twenty  yards  of  the  canal  to  draw  off  water  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  condensing  steam ;  such  water  to  be  returned  to 
the  canal,  so  that  no  damage  should  be  done  to  the  navigation. 
Defendant  being  tenant  of  a  certain  mill,  drew  off  more  water 
than  was  used  for  condensing.  He  set  up  a  claim,  as  of  right, 
to  do  so  by  twenty  years'  user.  It  was  proved  that  the  defendant 
had  an  old  mill  which  had  existed  for  twenty  years,  and  that  he 
had  added  a  new  mill  within  twenty  years,  communicating  with 


1  National  Manure  Co,  v.  Donald,  4 
H.  &N.  8  ;  see  Staffordshire  and  Worces- 
ter Canal  v.  Birmingham,  L.  R.,  11  H. 
L.  54;  see  ante,  p.  235,  post,  p.  298. 

2  Bostockv,  North  {Staffordshire  Bail, 


Co,,  4  E.  &  B.  798.  See  also  Hill  v. 
Tapper,  9  Jur.,  N.  S.  725 ;  and  ante 
pp.  210  et  seq. 

8  14  Q.  B.81. 

*  18  Q.  B.  287 ;  21  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  297. 
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the  old  one.  The  water  was  used  for  both.  The  existence  of  a 
cistern  claimed  in  plea  was  not  proved : — Held,  first,  the  justifi- 
cation in  respect  of  a  certain  mill  was  supported  by  proof  of 
defendant  having  used  the  water  of  the  old  mill  for  twenty 
years.  Held,  also,  the  failure  of  proof  as  to  the  cistern  did  not 
entitle  plaintiffs  to  an  entire  verdict. 

The  plaintiffs  moved  for  judgment  non  obstante  veredicto : — 
Held,  that  the  company  could  not,  consistently  with  their  Act 
of  Parliament,  have  granted  water  for  uses  not  sanctioned  by 
these  Acts ;  that  an  actual  grant,  if  proved  for  the  purposes 
stated  in  the  plea,  would  have  been  illegal,  and  that,  therefore, 
a  grant  implied  from  twenty  years'  user  was  no  legal  defence.1 

"  This  is  a  claim,"  said  Erie,  J.,  "  to  acquire  a  servitude  on 
"  the  canal  by  virtue  of  twenty  years'  user.  The  party  seeking 
"  to  establish  such  a  claim  must  show  a  grant  by  a  person 
"  capable  of  making  the  grant  relied  on.  Now  the  grant  here  is 
"  by  a  person  having  no  distinct  ownership  of  the  water,  but 
"  entitled  only  to  the  flow  of  it  for  purposes  of  the  navigation, 
"  and  having  no  right  to  the  surplus  (which  was  given  by  the 
"  Act  to  the  Duke  of  Bridgwater).  If  it  appeared  by  direct 
"  evidence  that  the  company  had  made  a  grant  to  the  purport 
"  now  supposed,  setting  out  this  title,  that  grant  would  have 
"  appeared  to  be  against  the  right  of  the  public,  and  void  on  the 
"  face  of  it.  The  twenty  years'  user,  therefore,  could  establish 
"  no  right." 

A  verdict  having  been  obtained  for  nominal  damages  only,  in 
the  above  case,  it  was  held  that  the  plaintiffs  would  have  been 
entitled  to  an  injunction,  having  sufficiently  established  their 
right  at  law,  had  it  not  been  for  their  negligence.3 

Reservations  of  fishery,  mines,  roads,8  bridges,4  and  such  like  Reservations 
rights,  to  the  proprietors  of  lands  on  canals,  are  not  uncommon  proprietors  of 
in  most  of  the  Acts,  which,  it  may  be  noted,  ordinarily  con-  knasadjoin- 
tain  clauses  empowering  proprietors  to  sell,  as  well  as  those 
authorizing  companies  to  buy,  lands.5 

Thus,  where  a  canal  Act  empowered  the  lord  of  any  manor, 

1  18  Q.  B.  287  ;  cf.  JtocMale  Canal  Co,  *  As  to  bridges  see  Birmingham  Canal 
v.  King,  14  Q.  B.  122,  136;  see  ante,  Co.y.  Hickman,  56  J.  P.  o98;Xeath  Canal 
pp.  235  et  seg.,  post,  p.  300.  Co.  v.  Ynisaewed   Colliery,  L.  R.,  10  Ch. 

2  Rochdale  Canal  v.  King,  2  Sim.,  N.  450. 

S.  78;  20  L.  J.,  Ch.  675.  5  See  post,    Chap.    VII.;   Robins   v. 

'  As  to  roads  see  Richards  v.  Richards,  Warwick  Canal,  2  Bing.,  N.  C.  483;  42 

1  Johnson,  255;  Mold  v.  Wheatcroft,  29  B.  R.  642. 
L.  J.,  Ch.  11  ;1L.T.226. 
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Fishery. 


Roads  and 
bridges. 


and  the  owner  of  any  lands  through  which  the  canal  should  be 
made,  to  erect  and  use  any  wharves,  quays,  &c,  in  or  upon  their 
respective  lands,  and  to  land  goods,  &c,  provided  they  did  not 
prejudice  or  obstruct  the  navigation  or  towing-paths,  it  was  held 
that  an  adjoining  owner  had  a  right  to  erect  a  wharf  on  his  own 
soil,  and  to  land  goods  on  the  towing-path,  and  convey  them 
across  to  his  wharf.1 

Where  the  right  of  fishery  in  a  canal  is  not  reserved,  as  it 
sometimes  is,2  it  is  of  the  kind  termed  territorial,  being  identical 
with  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  though  the  proprietors  are  of 
course  at  liberty  to  let  it.s 

An  Act  of  Parliament  incorporating  a  canal  company  provided 
that  the  lord  of  the  manor  through  which  the  canal,  reservoirs, 
&c.  should  be  made,  should  have  the  right  of  fishery  in  so  much 
of  the  canal,  reservoirs,  &c.  "  as  shall  be  in  the  waste  lands  of 
"his  manor,"  and  that  the  owner  of  any  other  lands  through 
which  the  canal  and  a  collateral  cut  should  be  made,  should  have 
the  right  of  fishing  "  in  the  said  canal  or  collateral  cut:" — Held, 
that  "  commons  or  waste  lands  "  meant  commonable  lands,  the 
ownership  of  the  soil  of  which  was  in  the  lord,  and  not  open  fields 
over  which  certain  persons  had  rights  in  severalty.  Held,  also, 
that  the  right  of  an  owner  of  land  through  which  the  canal 
passed,  was  limited  to  fishing  in  the  canal  and  collateral  cut, 
excluding  the  reservoir.4 

In  some  cases  Acts  contain  provisions  for  the  benefit  of 
mine  owners  with  regard  to  the  transport  of  minerals  along 
canals  passing  through  their  lands.5  Thus  in  Birmingham  Canal 
Navigation  Proprietors  v.  Hickman*  by  5  Will.  IV.  c.  84,  the 
£.  Canal  Company  were  to  make  such  bridges  over  their  canals 
as  two  or  more  justices  should  "  from  time  to  time  judge  neces- 
"  sary,  and  appoint  for  the  use  of  the  owners  and  occupiers 
"of  the  lands  adjoining"  the  canal.  The  respondent  was  an 
adjoining  owner,  and  claimed  to  have  a  bridge  made  to  connect 
his  works  on  both  sides  of  the  canal.  The  justices  found  such 
bridge  necessary : — Held,  that  the  B.  Canal  Co.  were  bound  to 
erect  such  bridge. 


1  Monmouth  Canal  v.  Hill,  4  H.  &  N.  421 . 

*Bo*tock  v.  North  Staffordshire  Rail. 
Co.,  4  E.  &  B.  798  ;  Snape  and  Wife  v. 
Dobbs,  1  Bing.  202  ;  S.  C,  8  Moore,  23; 
25  R.  R.  616. 

5  Woolrych,  Law  of  Waters,  p.  65,  post. 
Chap.  VI. 


4  Grand  Union  Canal  v.  A*hby,  6  H, 
&  N.  394. 

5  Finch  v.  Birmingham  Canal,  5  B.  & 
C.  820  ;  see  Mold  v.  W/ieat*roft,  29  L.  J., 
Ch.  11 ;  1  L.  T.  226,  as  to  substitution  of  a 
railway  for  a  tram  road. 

6  56  J.  P.  598  (1892). 
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Reservations  with  regard  to  the  right  to  work  mines  are  usually  Reservations 
made  for  the   benefit  of  proprietors  of  purchased  lands,  the  Right  of 
principle  followed  usually  being  to  permit  the  working  by  the  8UPPort- 
owner,  at  the  same  time  making  provisions  in  favour  of  the 
company,   which  empower  them  to  inspect  and  purchase  or 
make  compensation  for  the  mines  where  the  operations  carried 
on  appear  likely  to  endanger  the  canal.1 

In  the  case  of  Dudley  Canal  v.  Grazebrook*  an  Act  provided  Dudley  Canal 
that  no  owner  of  any  mines  should  work  within  twelve  yards  v*  raxe  ro°  ' 
of  the  canal  without  leave  of  the  company.  If  the  owner  wished 
to  work  the  mines,  he  was  to  give  the  canal  proprietors  notice, 
and  they  might  inspect.  If  they  did  not  inspect  he  might  work 
them,  and  if  they  refused  to  let  him  work  them  they  were  to 
buy.  By  another  clause  nothing  was  to  defeat  the  right  of 
owners  of  mines  to  work  them,  provided  that  in  working  the 
same  no  injury  was  done  to  the  navigation.  It  was  held  that 
this  proviso  was  to  be  construed  with  some  qualification — 
namely,  either  that  the  party  working  the  mines  was  to  do 
no  unnecessary  damage  to  the  navigation,  or  no  extraordinary 
damage  by  working  out  of  the  usual  mode.  Therefore,  where 
notice  had  been  given  of  the  working  of  a  coal-mine  under  a 
reservoir,  and  the  canal  company  had  not  purchased  the  owner's 
rights,  it  was  held  that  he  was  entitled  to  work  the  mine  under 
the  reservoir  in  the  ordinary  mode,  and  the  reservoir  having 
been  damaged  by  such  working,  no  action  was  maintainable  for 
such  damage ;  but  an  action  would  be  maintainable  for  injury 
to  a  house  erected  under  grant  from  the  owner  of  the  soil.3 

In  Midland  Ely.  v.  Checkley*  by  a  canal  Act,  the  owners  of  Midland  Riy. 
mines  were  prohibited  from  getting  minerals  under  or  within  ten 
yards  from  the  canal  without  the  consent  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  canal,  who,  if  they  refused  to  permit  the  owner  of  any  mines 
to  work  such  part  thereof  as  should  be  under  or  within  ten  yards 
from  the  canal,  were  required  to  compensate  such  owner  in  the 
manner  provided  by  the  Act :  the  Court  held  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  as  to  the  prohibition  of  working  and  compensation 

1  Cromford  Canal  v.  CutU,  5  Rail.  Cas.  Birmingham  Canal  Co.,  9  C.  B.,  N.  K. 

442  ;  Barn*ley  Canal  v.  Ticibill,  3Rail.  241;29  L.  J.,  C.  P.  864;  see  a  ate,  Chap.  II  I. 

Cas.  451  ;  Dudley  Canal  v.  Grazebntok,  pp.  150  et  *eq. 

1  B.  &  Ad.  59;  35  R.  R.  212;  Birmingham  *  1  B.  &  Ad.  59;  35  R.  R.  212. 

Canal  v.  Dudley,  7  H.  &  N.  969  ;  Wightly  '  See  also  Wyrley  and  J2**ington  Canal 

Canal  v.  Badley,  7  East,  366  ;  Binning-  v.  Bradley,  7  East,  368;  8  R.  R.  642. 

ham  Canal  v.  Hawhrsford,  7  East,  871;  *  L.  R.  4  Eq.  19;  36  L.  J.,  Ch.380;  16 

8  R.  R.  644,  note ;  Stourbridge  Canal  v.  L.  T.  620;  15  W.  R.  671. 
Dudley,  3  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  108;  Swindell  v. 
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extended  by  implication  to  workings  more  than  ten  yards 
from  the  canal,  and  that  the  proprietors  of  the  canal  were  not 
entitled,  by  virtue  of  their  common  law  right  to  adjacent  support, 
to  prevent  the  lessee  of  an  adjacent  quarry  from  working  more 
than  ten  yards  from  the  canal,  so  as  to  endanger  the  safety 
of  the  canal,  without  paying  him  compensation  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  quarry  had  been  within  the  ten  yards ;  but  that, 
upon  paying  such  compensation,  they  were  entitled  to  stop  the 
working  of  any  mine  which  would  be  injurious  to  the  canal. 
Gnuett  In  Consett  Waterworks  Co.  v.  Ritson1  an  Inclosure  Act  pro- 

Co.  Y.BUto?i.  vided  that  the  lord  of  the  manor  should  enjoy  all  mines  and 
minerals  as  fully  and  freely  as  if  the  Act  had  not  passed  without 
paying  damage  or  making  satisfaction  for  so  doing  to  the  owners 
of  allotments.  The  plaintiffs,  a  waterworks  company  incorpo- 
rated under  an  Act  of  Parliament  which  incorporated  the  Lands 
Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  and  the  Waterworks  Clauses 
Act,  1847,  purchased  compulsorily  from  the  representative  of  an 
allottee  land  forming  part  of  one  of  such  allotments,  and  con- 
structed a  reservoir  thereon.  The  defendant,  claiming  title  under 
the  lord  of  the  manor,  gave  notice  to  the  plaintiffs  of  his  intention 
to  work  the  coal  under  such  land  within  forty  yards  of  the  reser- 
voir. The  plaintiffs  did  not  offer  to  purchase  the  minerals,  and 
the  defendant  worked  the  coal  according  to  the  usual  course  and 
practice  of  mining,  and  thereby  caused  damage  to  the  reservoir. 
The  plaintiffs  sued  in  respect  of  such  damage. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  (Lord  Esher,  M.  E.,  Lindley  and  Lopes, 
L.  JJ.),  held  that  the  Inclosure  Act  in  question  (the  Lanchester 
Act,  1778)  was  so  special  and  definite  in  its  language  that  they 
could  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than  that  it  gave  to  the  lord  of 
the  manor  and  his  assigns  the  right  to  work  the  mines  so  as  to  let 
down  the  surface  of  the  land  without  paying  damages  or  making 
compensation  to  the  allottees,  and  they  therefore  reversed  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  below;2  it  having  been  agreed,  on  the 
opening  of  the  appeal,  that  in  the  event  of  the  appellant 
succeeding  upon  the  question  of  the  interpretation  of  the 
Inclosure  Act,  questions  raised  under  the  Waterworks  Clauses 
Act,  1847,  would  become  immaterial. 
Knowles  v.  In  Knowles  v.  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway?  by  a  section  of 

avdYorlskire  an  ^ct  empowering  a  company  to  make  a  canal,  it  was  provided 


Rhj. 


1  22  Q.  B.  J).  702.  *  16  App.  Cas.  248  ;    61  L.  T.  91;  54 

2  22  Q.  B.  D.  318  ;  60  L.  T.  360.  J.  P.  103,  H.  L.  E. 
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that  nothing  therein  contained  should  affect  the  right  of  any 
owner  of  lands  to  the  mines  and  minerals  under  the  lands  to  be 
made  use  of  for  the  canal,  and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for 
such  owners  to  work  such  mines  and  minerals,  not  thereby 
injuring,  prejudicing,  or  obstructing  the  canal.  By  another 
section  it  was  provided  that  if  the  owners  should,  in  pursuing 
such  mines,  work  near  or  under  the  canal  so  as,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  canal  company,  to  endanger  or  damage  the  same,  or  in 
the  opinion  of  the  owners  of  the  mines  to  endanger  or  damage 
the  further  working  thereof,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  canal 
company  to  treat  and  agree  with  the  owners  for  all  such  minerals 
as  might  be  near  or  under  the  canal  as  should  be  thought  proper 
to  be  left  for  the  security  of  the  canal  or  mines ;  and  upon 
payment  of  such  satisfaction  such  owners  should  be  perpetually 
restrained  from  working  such  mines  within  the  limits  for  which 
satisfaction  should  be  declared  to  extend.  Owners  of  a  coal  mine 
under  or  near  the  canal  having  given  tbe  canal  company  notice 
that  they  were  going  to  work  the  coal,  the  company  declined  to 
purchase  or  pay  compensation  for  leaving  the  coal,  and  the  owners 
then  worked  the  coal  and  thereby  damaged  the  canal.  The 
working  was  in  the  usual  mode,  without  negligence  and  without 
doing  unnecessary  damage,  save  in  not  leaving  sufficient  support. 
The  House  of  Lords  held,  affirming  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal,1  that  the  owners  of  the  mine  had  a  right  under  the 
Act  to  initiate  proceedings  and  to  receive  satisfaction  for  such 
minerals  as  should  be  thought  proper  to  be  left  for  the  security 
of  the  canal  or  the  mine,  but  were  liable  in  damages  for  the 
working  the  mine  to  the  injury  of  the  canal.  Lord  Macnaghten 
says2:  "The  language  and  scheme  of  the  Act  differ  from  the 
"  language  and  scheme  of  the  Act  which  came  in  question  in 
"  the  case  of  the  Dudley  Canal  Co.  v.  Grazebrook?  In  that  case 
"a  belt  was  to  be  left  unworked  on  each  side  of  the  canal. 
"  They  (the  Canal  Co.)  were  then  to  be  at  liberty  to  inspect  the 
"  mine  in  order  to  determine  what  minerals  might  be  got  without 
"  damage  to  the  canal.  If  they  neglected  to  avail  themselves  of 
u  this  privilege  the  mine  owner  was  expressly  authorized  to  work 
4 'his  mine.  That  express  authority  was,  or  at  any  rate  was 
"considered  to  be,  inconsistent  with  a  provision  contained  in 
"another  section  of  the  Act,  which  empowered  mine  owners  to 

1  20  Q.  B.  D.  391.  MB.&  Ad.  59  ;  35  R.  R.  212. 

*  16  App.  Cas.  at  p.  257. 
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"  work  their  mines  provided  that '  no  injury  be  done  to  the  said 
"  '  navigation.'  In  order  to  reconcile  the  two  sections  it  was  held 
"  that  the  party  working  the  mines  was  bound  '  to  do  no  unneces- 
"  'sary  damage  or  injury  to  the  navigation,  or  no  extraordinary 
"  'damage  or  injury  by  working  them  out  of  the  ordinary  and 
"'  usual  mode.'  With  that  limitation  the  Court  thought  that 
"  all  the  parts  of  the  Act  were  consistent  with  each  other.  In 
"  the  present  case  there  are  no  inconsistencies  to  be  reconciled. 
"There  is  no  protected  belt;  there  is  no  provision  for  notice; 
"and  it  is  at  least  doubtful  whether  the  proprietors  of  the 
"canal  have  any  power  of  inspecting  adjoining  mines,  except 
"in  a  case  where  the  workings  have  been  stopped  by  payment 
"of  compensation,  and  it  is  apprehended  that  the  mine  owner 
"is  working  in  contravention  of  the  statutory  injunction  con- 
sequent upon  such  payment.  The  scheme  of  the  Act  seems 
"  to  be  to  make  the  security  of  the  canal  depend  upon  the  mine 
"  owner  keeping  in  view  his  statutory  liability.  The  question  is 
"not  without  authority.  The  exact  point  was  determined  by 
"Lord  Gottenham  in  the  case  of  Cromford  Canal  Co.  v.  Cutts.1 
"In  that  case,  under  an  Act  identical  in  language  with  the 
"Act  under  consideration,  a  mine  owner  had  instituted  pro- 
ceedings for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  compensation  for  coal 
"  which,  in  view  of  his  statutory  liability,  he  did  not  venture  to 
"  work.  The  company  filed  a  bill  to  restrain  these  proceedings. 
"  The  mine  owner  in  his  answer  alleged  danger  to  the  canal, 
"  but  did  not  suggest  any  case  of  danger  to  the  mine.  The  point 
"  taken  before  your  Lordships  was  urged  in  that  case,  and 
"  Dudley  Canal  Co.  v.  Qrazebrook*  was  cited.  But  Lord  Cotten- 
"ham  dissolved  an  injunction  which  had  been  granted  by  the 
"  Vice-Chancellor.  He  held  that  if  the  coal  owner  sustained 
"  injury  by  getting  less  coal,  or  by  working  in  a  less  beneficial 
"manner  for  the  sake  of  not  injuring  the  canal,  he  had  a  right 
"  to  compensation,  and  that  he  might  proceed,  as  he  proposed  to 
"  do,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not  there  would 
"  be  any  injury  either  to  the  owner  of  the  coal  or  of  the  canal 
"company.  The  decision  in  the  Cromford  Canal  Company  v. 
"  Cutts1  was  pronounced  upon  an  interlocutory  application ;  but 
"  I  do  not  agree  that  it  is  of  any  less  authority  on  that  account. 
"The  question  determined  was  the  only  question  in  the  cause, 

1  5  Kail.  Cas.  442.  MB.&  Ad.  59 ;  35  R.  R.  212. 
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"and  it  depended  simply  on  the  construction  of  an  Act  of 
"  Parliament.  In  such  a  case  an  order  on  motion  has,  I  think, 
"the  effect  and  weight  of  a  judgment  at  the  hearing.  I  think 
"  that  Lord  Cottenham's  decision  was  clearly  right,  and  that  this 
"  appeal  must  be  dismissed." 

In  Chamber  Collieiy  Co.  v.  Rochdale  Canal  Co}  the  House  of  chamber 
Lords  have  held,  affirming  the  Court  of  Appeal,  that  under  an  Col^j/^ 
Act  similar  to  that  in  the  last  case,  the  owner  of  mines  adjacent  Canal  Co. 
to  but  not  under  a  canal  does  not  come  within  a  provision  in 
the  Act,  for  the  purchase  of  minerals  "near  and  under  the 
canal"  to  be  left  for  the  security  of  the  canal;  consequently 
that  if  the  working  of  such  mines  near  the  canal  would  not 
endanger  or  damage  the  further  working  of  the  mines,  although 
it  would  cause  some  damage  to  the  canal,  the  owner  could 
not  insist  against  the  will  of  the  company  upon  minerals  being 
left  for  the  security  and  preservation  of  the  canal,  and  upon 
receiving  satisfaction  from  the  company  therefor,  the  company 
being  willing  that  the  owner  should  work  as  he  pleased,  and 
preferring  from  time  to  time  to  bear  the  expense  of  the 
necessary  repairs  to  the  canal  rather  than  compensate  the  owner 
for  his  unworked  minerals. 

In  New  Moss  Colliery  Co.  y.  Manchester,  Sheffield  and  Lincoln-  New  Mo** 
shire  Railway,*  under  an  Act  identical  in  effect  with  the  statutory  ^s^andL. 
provisions  construed  by  the  House  of  Lords  in  Knowles  dc  Sow  v.  My- 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Co.,3  and  Chamber  Colliery  v. 
Rochdale  Canal  Co.*  plaintiffs  were  the  owners  of  coal  mines 
under  the  canal  and  the  lands  on  both  sides  of  it,  and,  being 
advised  that  if  they  continued  their  workings  within  certain 
limits  on  both  sides  of  the  canal  they  would  damage  it,  they 
gave   the   defendants   (who  had   succeeded  to  the  rights  and 
obligations  of  the  canal  company)  notice  of  their  intention  to 
work  the  subjacent  and  adjacent  coal,  and  requiring  them  to 
treat  for  the  coal  necessary  to  be  left  for  the  security  of  the 
canal.     The  defendants  replied  that  no  coal  need  be  left  and 
declined  to  treat.     Plaintiffs   then  sued  defendants  for — (a)  a 
declaration  that  they  were  entitled  to  work  all  their  adjacent 
coal,  although  the  result  might  endanger  or  damage  the  canal,6 
or  in  the  alternative  (b)  a  declaration  that  plaintiffs  were  entitled 

1  (1895)  A.  C.  564;  64  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  645;  s  14  App.  Cas.  248. 

73  L.  T.  258.  4  (1895)  App.  Cas.  564. 

8  (1897)  1  Ch.  725  :  66  L.  J.,  Ch.  381  ;  6  Seealso  Mi/rley  and  E**ingtim  Canal 

76  L.  T.  231 ;  45  W.  li.  493.  Co.  v.  Bradley,  7  East,  368;  8  R.  R.  642. 


286.  OF  CANALS,  WATER  SUPPLY,  AND  DOCKS, 

to  be  paid,  under  sect.  38,  satisfaction  for  adjacent  coal  left 
as  protection.  The  Court  held  that  the  plaintiffs  were  entitled 
to  declaration  (a),  but  that  on  the  plaintiffs  and  defendants 
making  admissions  that  the  cost,  if  any,  of  repairing  damages 
to  be  sustained  to  the  canal  and  works  by  getting  all  the 
coal  would  be  trifling  compared  with  the  value  of  the  coal 
required  to  be  left  for  the  absolute  protection  of  the  canal 
and  works,  and  that  such  damage  could  be  repaired  from 
time  to  time,  and.  would  not  interfere  with  the  navigation, 
and  on  the  defendants  undertaking  not  to  claim  damages  in 
the  future  in  respect  of  the  plaintiffs  working  the  subjacent 
coal,  and  at  their  own  expense  to  repair  any  damage  thereby 
caused,  the  plaintiffs  were  not  entitled  to  any  declaration 
respecting  the  subjacent  coal, 
x.  <?•  jv.  w.  In  L.  <t  N.  W.  Rly.  v.  Evans}  by  a  private  Act  of  Geo.  II. 
y.v.     am.  ^e   un<jer^aiierB  were  authorized  to  make  an  existing  brook 

navigable,  and  to  maintain  and  use  such  navigation,  and  to 
make  such  new  cuts  and  canals  as  might  be  necessary  for  the 
purpose,  the  undertakers  first  giving  satisfaction  to  the  owners 
of  lands  which  should  be  made  use  of,  or  prejudiced,  which 
satisfaction  might  be  by  a  yearly  payment  or  by  a  sum  in 
gross.  The  Act  contained  no  reference  to  minerals.  The 
brook  was  made  into  a  canal,  compensation  being  made  to  the 
landlords  by  annual  payments.  The  navigation  subsequently 
became  vested  in  the  plaintiffs.  The  defendants,  who  were 
owners  of  coal  under  the  canal,  worked  it  so  as  to  cause  a 
subsidence,  and  the  plaintiffs  brought  their  action  for  an  injunc- 
tion on  the  ground  that  they  had  a  right  to  support: — Held, 
by  Eekewich,  J.,  that  the  grant  of  a  right  to  make  and  main- 
tain the  navigation  without  any  grant  of  the  land,  did  not 
carry  with  it  the  right  of  support  so  as  to  prevent  the  landowners 
from  working  their  mines.  The  Court  of  Appeal  held  that  where 
an  express  statutory  right  is  given  to  make  and  maintain  some- 
thing requiring  support,  the  statute,  in  tlie  absence  of  a  controlling 
context,  must  be  taken  to  mean  that  the  light  of  support  shall 
accompany  the  right  to  make  and  maintain — that  if  the  Act  does 
not  provide  any  means  of  obtaining  compensation  for  the  loss 
occasioned  to  the  landowner  by  his  having  to  leave  support,  this 
is  a  strong  argument  against  the  legislature  having  intended  to 

i  (1893)  1  Ch.  16  ;  62  L.  J..  Ch.  1  ;  2  R.  120;  67  L.  T.  630  ;  41  W,  R.  149,  C.  A. 
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give  such  right ;  but  that  if  it  contains  provisions  under  which 
compensation  can  be  obtained,  it  needs  a  strong  context  to  show 
that  the  right  to  support  is  not  given — that  under  the  Act  in  the 
present  case  compensation  could  have  been  successfully  claimed 
for  the  damage  occasioned  to  the  landowners  by  making  their 
mines  unworkable — that  the  legislature,  therefore,  must  be 
taken  to  have  intended  to  give  a  right  of  support,  and  that  the 
plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  an  injunction.  A.  L.  Smith,  L.  J., 
says1 : — 

"  It  is  a  correct  proposition  of  law  that  when  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
"  ment  empowers  undertakers  to  make  and  maintain  works  for 
"  the  benefit  of  the  public  upon  the  land  of  others,  and  such 
"  works  of  necessity  require  the  support  of  the  subjacent  soil, 
4 '  and  the  Act  provides  for  compensating  the  landowners  for 
"  damages,  both  to  the  surface  and  subjacent  minerals,  by  reason 
"  of  the  execution  of  the  contemplated  works,  then,  unless  there 
"  be  something  in  the  Act  to  the  contrary,  a  necessary  implica- 
"  tion  arises  that  the  Act  gives  to  the  undertakers  a  right  to 
"  subjacent  support  for  the  works  authorized  to  be  constructed 
"  and  maintained.  In  stating  this  proposition  I  do  not  wish  to 
"  be  understood  as  holding  that  nothing  less  than  the  above  will 
"  suffice  to  raise  the  implication  of  the  right  to  subjacent  support, 
"  but  this  case  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  necessitate  an  inquiry  as 
"  to  what,  if  anything  less,  will  suffice.  In  my  judgment,  if  the 
"  conditions  above  stated  are  to  be  found  in  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
"  a  necessary  implication  does  arise  that  the  undertakers  are 
"  entitled  to  subjacent  support  for  their  works  as  against  the 
"  mineral  owner  below.  This  proposition  appears  to  be  one  which 
"  is  irresistible,  for  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  in  the  premises 
"  mentioned  that  the  legislature  contemplated  that  the  mineral 
"  owner  might  let  down  and  destroy  the  works  authorized  to  be 
"  constructed  for  the  benefit  of  the  public." 

It  is  usual  in  canal  Acts  to  insert  clauses  providing  for  the  Liabilities  of 
amount  of  compensation3  to  be  given  by  companies  for  damage  ^Jesasto 
done  to  the  interests  of  neighbouring  proprietors.  compensation 

Thus  a  canal  Act  provided  that  no  mine  owner  should  work  Acts, 
within    forty    yards  of   certain   tunnels   without    leave  of    the 

1  (1893)  1  Ch.,  p.  31.  be  shown;  mere  delay  in  attending  to  the 

2  In  order  to  induce  the  Court  to  issue  claim  is  not  sufficient:  Reg.  v.  Wilt*  and 
a  mandamus  to  a  canal  company  to  Berks  Canal,  8  D.  P.  C.  «23;  4  Jur.  848 
make  compensation  to  a  claimant  a  clear  (see  Rey.  v.  'Utame*  and  his  Xarigation^ 
refusal  on  the  part  of  the  company  must  8  A.  &  E.  20 1). 
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Mayor  of 
Wakefield. 


company ;  and  if  the  company,  instead  of  insisting  on  full  forty 
yards,  should  require  less  than  thirty  yards,  a  quantity  not 
exceeding  thirty  yards  was  to  be  left  for  the  security  of  the  mine. 
Whenever  a  mine  should  become  workable  within  forty  yards, 
the  mine  owner  should  give  notice,  and  the  company  should  pay 
him  for  so  much  of  the  forty  yards  as  they  required  to  be  left : — 
Held,  that  where  a  mine  had  become  workable  within  forty  yards 
of  the  tunnels,  and  the  company  had  required  the  whole  forty 
yards  to  be  left,  the  owner  of  the  mine  was  entitled  to  compensation 
for  the  forty  yards.1 

In  Halliday  v.  Mayor  of  Wakefield,*  a  special  Act,  incorporating 
the  Waterworks  Clauses  Act,  1847,  empowered  the  making  of  a 
reservoir  in  lands  containing  coal  mines.  The  waterworks  under- 
taker having  given  the  mine  owners  notice  to  treat  for  part  of  the 
coal,  the  mine  owners  claimed  compensation  (to  be  settled  by 
arbitration),  not  only  for  the  value  of  the  land  to  be  taken  (as  to 
which  no  question  arose),  but  also  for  injurious  affection  and 
prospective  damage.  The  arbitrator  found  that  the  workings  of 
the  mine  owners  had  not  as  yet  approached  the  reservoir  so  as  to 
cause  any  present  risk  to  the  mines  from  the  existence  of  the 
reservoir ;  that  if  the  mine  owners  were  free  to  work  their  mines 
without  risk  of  interruption  from  the  undertakers'  works,  they 
could  and  would  have  got  the  whole  of  certain  seams  of  coal 
under  the  reservoir  and  within  forty  yards  of  the  boundary,  and 
that  if  the  undertakers  purchased  and  retained  in  situ  the  coal 
which  they  had  given  notice  to  take  and  no  other  coal,  the  mine 
owners,  by  reason  of  the  undertakers'  works  and  of  apprehension 
of  injury  therefrom  to  one  seam,  could  not  get  more  than  50  per 
cent,  of  the  coal  under  the  reservoir  or  within  twenty  yards  of  its 
boundary;  that  a  prudent  lessee  working  without  right  to  com- 
pensation would  be  compelled  by  reason  of  such  apprehension  of 
injury  to  abstain  from  working  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the 
coal  within  the  defined  area;  and  that  there  was  no  reason  to 
apprehend  injury,  present  or  future,  from  the  undertakers'  works 
to  any  part  of  the  mines  if  50  per  cent,  of  the  coal  in  the  defined 
area  were  retained  in  situ. 

The  House  of  Lords  held,  affirming  the  decision  of  the  Court 
of  Appeal,3  that  the  mine  owners  were  not  entitled  to  claim  or 

1  Fentonv.  Trent  and  Mersey  Kaviga-  2  ;  Reg.  v.  Delamerc,  13  W.  R.  757. 

tion  Co.,  2  Ritil.  Cas.  837  ;  cf.  Crawford  *  (lb91)  App.  Cas.  81. 

Canal  v.  (Wt*,  5  Rail.  Cas.  442  ;  Uvnn  »  20  Q.  B.  I).  699. 
v.  Birmingham  Canal  Co.,  L.  R.,  8  Q.  B. 
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recover  compensation  for  the  prospective  prevention  of  the  working 
of  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  coal  within  the  defined  area: 
inasmuch  as  though  the  word  "lands"  in  sect.  6  of  the  Water- 
works Glauses  Act,  1847,  includes  "mines,"  the  mine  owners 
were  not  "injuriously  affected"  within  the  meaning  of  sect.  6 ; 
neither  could  they  at  present  claim  or  recover  under  the  mines 
clauses  of  that  Act,  sects.  18  to  27. 

Where  under  a  canal  Act  commissioners  were  appointed  for 
settling  all  matters  in  dispute  between  the  company  and  the 
owners  of  lands  prejudiced,  and  the  amount  of  compensation  was 
to  be  assessed  by  a  jury,  and  to  be  binding  and  conclusive  to  all 
intents  and  purposes;  it  was  held  that  the  verdict  and  judgment 
were  conclusive  as  to  the  amount,  but  not  as  to  the  claimants' 
right  to  compensation.1 

It  was  provided  by  an  Act  for  making  a  canal,  that  in  case  of 
disputes  a  jury  should  assess  the  value  of  the  land,  and  award 
recompense  either  for  damages  which  should  or  might  before  that 
time  have  been  sustained,  or  for  the  future,  temporary,  or  per- 
petual continuance  of  any  recurring  damages.  It  was  also  enacted 
that  all  the  works  should  be  completed  within  fifteen  years.  A 
jury  having  assessed  the  value  of  land  at  62.,  the  present  damage 
at  nil,  but  the  future  damage  at  2,8001. ;  it  was  held  that  this 
verdict  was  wrong,  since,  in  order  to  enable  the  jury  to  assess 
future  damages,  the  cause  of  the  injury  must  already  exist  in 
some  of  the  work  done ;  and  it  was  also  held,  that  unless  the 
undertakers  had  finally  abandoned  the  work,  they  might  take  the 
land  on  payment  of  61.  at  any  time  during  the  fifteen  years.2 

In  the  somewhat  similar  case  of  Thicknesse  v.  Lancaster  Canal 
Co.,8  where  no  specified  time  was  assigned  within  which  the  canal 
should  be  completed,  it  was  held  that  a  Court  of  law  could  not 
interfere,  since  no  limitation  as  to  time  could  be  assigned  to  the 
powers  conferred  by  an  intendment  that  they  were  to  be  exercised 
within  a  reasonable  time. 

It  has  been  held  that  the  owner  of  tithes  from  land  taken  for 
the  purposes  of  a  navigation,  being  land  covered  with  water,  was 
not  entitled  to  compensation  as  the  owner  of  a  hereditament 
under  an  Act  giving  compensation  to  all  persons  seised,  possessed, 
or  interested  of  or  in  any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  which 
should  be  taken  thereunder.4 

1  Barker  v.  Nottingham  Canal  Co.,  MM.&W.  472. 

15  C.  B.,  N.  S.  726.  *  Bex  v.  Commissioners  of  the  Nene 

2  Lee  v.  Miner,  2  M.  &  W.  824.  0<utfall,  9  B.  &  C.  875. 

L.W.  19 
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Liability 
at  common 
law  for 
negligence. 


So,  too,  a  person  entitled  to  an  easement  over  certain  lands 
has  been  held  not  qualified  to  maintain  trespass  for  acts  done  on 
such  land,  though  he  might  have  claimed  compensation  under  a 
canal  Act  as  soon  as  actual  damage  was  sustained.1 

In  Kennett  and  Avon  Navigation  v.  Witherington?  the  plaintiffs 
were  authorized  by  an  Act  to  maintain  a  navigation,  and  alter 
dams,  &c,  from  time  to  time.  Persons  injured  were  to  receive 
compensation  from  commissioners  under  the  Act.  The  com- 
missioners were  named,  and  power  was  given  them  to  appoint 
successors.  They  all  died  without  doing  so.  The  company  after- 
wards raised  a  certain  dam  to  the  injury  of  the  defendant,  a  mill- 
owner  below ; — Held  that,  although  the  mill-owner  should  have 
no  longer  any  means  of  obtaining  compensation — as  to  which 
point  the  Court  gave  no  opinion — the  power  to  alter  the  dam 
still  existed. 

In  addition,  however,  to  the  duty  imposed  on  them  by  statute 
to  make  compensation,  companies  will  be  held  liable  at  common 
law  for  damage  done  by  them  through  negligence  or  mismanage- 
ment of  their  works.8 

Where  a  canal  Act  contained  provisions  for  compensation,  it 
was  held  that  such  provisions  related  to  the  due  and  proper 
management  of  the  works,  and  not  to  their  negligent  manage- 
ment, and,  therefore,  did  not  oust  the  right  of  action  against  a 
canal  company  for  so  negligently  keeping  their  sluices  open  that 
their  canal  overflowed.4  This  case  appears  to  be  in  conflict  with 
a  decision  of  Eekewich,  J.,  where  it  was  held  that  a  canal  com- 
pany were  guilty  of  negligence  in  allowing  water  to  leak  from  a 
canal  into  a  mill,  but  that  where  compensation  is  given  under 
special  provisions  of  an  Act  it  must  be  recovered  as  directed  by 
the  Act,  and  not  by  action,5  and  an  injunction  was  refused.  The 
learned  judge  also  held  that  the  fact  of  the  damage  having  been 
caused  by  the  wrongdoing  of  a  mine  owner  did  not  affect  the  case. 

So  too,  where  a  canal  company  so  negligently  managed  a  swivel 
bridge  as  to  cause  the  death  of  a  person  passing  over  it,  they  were 
held  liable  to  an  action  for  nuisance  as  having  a  beneficial  interest 
in  the  tolls,  as  any  private  person  would  be,  and  the  representative 


1  Thicknesse  v.  Lancaster  Canal  Co., 
4  M.  &  W.  472. 

*  18  Q.  B.  530. 

5  Preston  v.  Norfolk  Railway,  2  H.  & 
N.  735. 

4  Cockburn  v.  Erewash  Canal,  11 
W.  R.  34  ;  see  Rochdale  Canal  v.  King, 


14  Q.  B.  102 ;  Skand  v.  Henderson,  2 
Dow,  H.  L.  C.  519  ;  14  R.  R.  202 ;  and 
pott,  p.  297. 

*  Evan*  v.  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and 
Lincolnshire  Railway,  36  Ch.  D.  626  ; 
57  L.  J.,  Ch.  153  ;  67  L.  T.  194. 
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of  the  deceased  was  held  entitled  to  maintain  an  action  against 
them  under  9  dt  10  Vict.  c.  98.1 

In  the  last-named  case,  it  was  contended  for  the  company  that 
they  were  no  more  liable  than  the  trustees  of  a  highway  would 
be.  Martin,  B.,  however,  said :  "  With  respect  to  the  first  point, 
"  viz.,  that  there  is  no  distinction  between  this  company  and  the 
"  trustees  of  a  highway,  it  seems  to  me  there  is  a  most  obvious 
"  one.  It  appears  that  in  the  28th  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
"  George  II.  a  certain  number  of  persons  were  authorized  to 
"  make  this  canal ;  and  I  find,  by  the  recital  of  11  Geo.  IV.  c.  1, 
"  that  these  works  were  mada  The  property  in  them  was  divided 
"  into  480  shares.  Now,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  shares  in 
"  this  canal  constitute  a  most  valuable  property,  and  that 
"  there  is  no  analogy  whatever  between  the  condition  of  this 
"  company  and  that  of  persons  who  exclusively  and  entirely 
"  act  for  a  public  trust  These  are  persons  to  whom  the  legis- 
"  lature  gave  the  privilege  of  forming  and  completing  a  most 
"  valuable  private  property,  and  are  as  much  responsible  for 
"  any  injury  from  works  connected  with  it,  as  any  other  owner 
"  of  private  property  would  be."  8 

Where,  however,  companies  keep  strictly  within  the  terms  of  !  j  the  absence 

•        of  ncffliflreiice. 

their  Acts,  they  will  not  be  held  liable,  either  for  compensation 
or  at  common  law,  for  injuries  caused  in  the  due  execution  of 
their  works.  All  actions  for  injury  caused  thereby  must  be 
founded  on  negligence. 

So  where  a  canal  company  discharged  water  from  their  canal 
into  a  stream,  and  so  injured  certain  works  situated  thereon, 
the  jury  having  found  that  the  canal  company  did  all  in  their 
power  under  the  circumstances,  a  verdict  was  directed  for  them, 
on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  negligence.3 

A  canal  formed  under  Act  of  Parliament  had  three  levels,  A., 
B.  and  G,  and  the  proprietors,  without  authority,  erected  engines 
and  pumped  back  water  from  the  lowest  level  G.  to  the  others. 
The  plaintiff  was  possessed  of  a  mill  forge  on  the  river  Tame, 
into  which  the  surplus  water  from  C.  level  would  flow.     In  1826, 

1  Manley  v.  «.  Helens  Canal,  2  H.  &  Eq.  71  ;  14  L.  T.  248. 
N.  840  ;  see  also  Shoebottom  v.  Egertan,  *  See  Mersey  Dock*  v.  Gibb,  L.  R.,  1 

18  L.  T.  364,  889  ;  Gatdrtt  v.  Egcrton,  H.  L.  93  ;  2  H.  &  N.  849  ;  Par  why  v. 

36  L.  J.,  C.  P.  191  ;  L.  R.,  2  C.  P.  371  ;  Lancaster  Canal,  11   A.  &  E.  227  ;  and 

16  L.  T.  17  ;  Binks  v.  South  York*  lily.,  see  post,  pp.  303  et  *cq. 
3  Bingh.  244  ;  Lang  v.  Kerr,  3  App.  Cas.  a  Wkitelumse  v.  Birmingham  Canal, 

529  ;   see  also  A.-G.  v.  Bradford  Xari-  27  L.  J.,  Ex.  25  ;  Mayor  of  King's  Lynn 

gation  Co.,  35  L.  J.,  Ch.  619  ;  L.  R.,  2  v.  Pemberton,  1  Sw.  244, 250 ;  18  R.  R.  62. 
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the  canal  proprietors  obtained,  by  means  of  a  new  Act,  the  right 
to  maintain  the  engines,  and  to  raise  the  water  from  one  level 
to  another,  and  to  have  reservoirs  supplied  from  streams, 
making  full  satisfaction  to  all  mill- owners,  &c,  for  any  damage. 
They  were  forbidden  to  take  any  water  out  of  the  river  above 
the  plaintiff's  forge,  and  were  to  maintain  flood  weirs,  so  that 
all  waste  water  not  required  should  flow  into  the  river  above 
plaintiff's  forge.  The  company  pumped  water  from  C,  and  in 
consequence  thereof,  except  on  extraordinary  occasions,  no  water 
escaped  over  the  weirs  into  the  river : — Held,  they  were  entitled 
to  do  so,  and  the  plaintiff  had  no  right  to  compensation ;  the 
water,  which  could  be  used  again,  and  was  pumped  back  again, 
not  being  waste  water.1 

Where  a  swing  bridge  over  a  canal  crossing  a  public  highway, 
when  open  for  the  passage  of  a  barge  left  a  gap,  whereby  a 
passer  by,  being  on  the  bridge  when  it  was  dark,  fell  into  the 
canal  and  was  drowned,  it  was  held  that  there  being  no  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  company,  and  the  deceased  having  been 
guilty  of  contributory  negligence,  no  action  would  lie.9  And  in 
the  same  way,  a  canal  company  was  held  not  liable  for  the 
death  of  a  person  drowned  by  falling  into  their  canal  where  an 
ancient  footway  was  twenty-four  feet  distant  from  their  towing- 
path,  and  the  intermediate  space  between  the  two  had  become 
obliterated  by  the  act  of  unauthorized  persons ;  since  the  owner 
of  land  near  a  public  road  is  not  under  an  obligation  to  fence 
excavations  in  his  land,  unless  they  are  substantially  adjoining 
the  road,  and  so  near  as  to  be  dangerous.3 
Where  the  No  action  of  tort  will,  however,  lie  against  a  canal  company 

Sne^iSun1176  'or  damage  done  to  a  mine  near  their  canal  by  flooding  it,  when 
their  power,     they  have  done  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  such  flooding. 

In  the  case  of  Dunn  v.  Birmingham  Canal  Co.f  the  defendants 
were  authorized  under  their  Act  to  take  land,  doing  as  little  harm 
as  possible,  and  making  satisfaction  for  all  damage  to  any 
hereditaments  prejudiced.  The  minerals  under  the  canal  were 
reserved  to  the  owners,  who  were  at  liberty  to  work  them  pro- 
vided no  damage  was  done  to  the  navigation.  The  owners  were 
not  to  work  the  minerals  without  giving  three  months'  notice 

1  Ellwell  v.   Binning  ham    Canal,   3  Bing.  244.     See  Lang  v.  Kerr,  3  App. 

H.  L.  812.  '  Cas.  529. 

8   Witherly  v.  Regent's  Canal,  12  C.  B.,  4  L.  R..  8  Q.  B.  42  :  see  Eran*  v.  Ma *- 

N.  S.  2.  chrster,  L.  and  S.  Rail.  Co.,  36  Ch.  D. 

3  Rinks  v.  Smith    York  Railway,  3  626  ;  57  L.  J.,  Ch.  153  ;  57  L.  T.  194. 
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to  the  defendants,  who  might  inspect  the  mines  and  prevent  the 
working  of  them,  paying  the  owners  the  valne.  The  canal  having 
been  used  many  years,  the  plaintiff  gave  defendants  notice  that 
he  was  going  to  work  certain  mines,  but  the  defendants  did 
not  inspect,  and  refused  to  buy.  Plaintiff  worked  his  mines 
without  negligence,  but  without  regard  to  supporting  the  surface, 
and  defendants  did  all  they  could  to  keep  the  canal  watertight. 
The  result  of  the  working  was  that  the  water  of  the  canal  escaped 
through  the  cracks  and  flooded  the  plaintiff's  mine,  whereupon 
he  brought  his  action.  It  was  held  that  no  action  of  tort 
would  lie,  though  Kelly,  C.  B.,  and  Pigott,  B.,  were  of  opinion 
that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  compensation  under  the  Act. 
"  Striking  out  the  charge  of  negligence,"  said  Kelly,  C.  B., 
"  the  defendants  are  charged  with  nothing  but  that  they 
"  brought  water  into  the  canal  near  the  plaintiff's  mine.  They 
"  had  full  power  under  the  Act  to  bring  the  water  where  they 
"  brought  it" 

If,  moreover,  the  damage  be  caused  by  circumstances  over  vumqjor, 
which  the  company  had  no  control,  and  can  be  proved  to  result  excwe?  ** 
from  vis  major,  canal  companies  will  not  be  held  liable. 

A  canal  company  placed  planks  across  their  canal,  when  it  was 
threatened  with  an  overflow  from  a  neighbouring  river,  in  order 
to  keep  out  the  flood-water  from  their  premises.  The  insertion 
of  the  planks  raised  the  water,  and  the  flood  broke  into  the  canal 
higher  up  than  the  planks,  and,  being  penned  back  by  the  planks, 
flooded  the  plaintiff's  premises.  It  was  held  that  the  canal 
company  (the  defendants)  were  not  liable,  since  the  water  which 
did  the  mischief  was  not  brought  there  by  them.1  "  The 
"  flood,"  said  Bramwell,  B.,  "  is  a  common  enemy  against 
"  which  every  man  has  a  right  to  defend  himself,  and  it  would 
"  be  most  mischievous  if  the  law  were  otherwise,  for  a  man  must 
"  then  stand  by  and  see  his  property  destroyed  out  of  fear  lest 
"  his  neighbour  might  say — '  You  have  caused  me  an  injury.' 
"  The  law  allows  what  I  may  term  a  reasonable  selfishness  in 
"  such  matters  ;  it  says,  '  Let  every  one  look  out  for  himself  and 
"  protect  his  own  interest.' " 3 

Amphlett,  B.,  said,  "  The  plaintiffs  cannot  succeed  unless 
"  it  can  be  shown  that  the  canal,  through  what  was  done  by 
"  the  defendants,  did  bring  a  larger  amount  of  water  on  to 

1  Afl  to  this  question,  see  further  ante,  3  yield  v.  London  and  North  Wetter* 

Chap.  III.,  pp.  147—154.  Bail.  Co.,  L.R.,10Ex.4  ;  44  L.  J.,  Ex.  15. 
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"the  plaintiff's  premises  than  would  have  gone1  there  if  the 
"  canal  had  never  been  made,  or  had  been  previously  filled  up."1 
A  similar  principle  was  followed  in  Boughton  v.  Midland  and 
Great  Western  Rail.  Co.,2  where  the  defendants,  who  were 
authorized  by  statute  to  make  a  canal,  and  required  to  keep  it  in 
good  order,  preparatory  to  making  some  repairs,  turned  the  water 
into  a  drain  (made  for  the  purpose),  whence  it  ought  to  have 
flowed  (as  it  did  on  a  previous  occasion)  into  a  public  sewer,  but, 
owing  to  an  obstruction  therein,  flooded  the  plaintiff's  premises. 
The  defendants  heard  of  the  flooding,  but  not  of  the  cause,  and 
took  no  steps  to  stop  the  discharge  into  the  drain.  It  was  held, 
that  while  acting  under  their  statutory  powers,  they  could  not, 
in  the  absence  of  negligence,  be  made  responsible  for  the  injury, 
and,  the  jury  having  found  that  the  damage  was  caused  by  the 
obstruction  in  the  corporation  sewer,  that  there  was  no  evidence 
of  such  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendants.  So  in 
Thomas  v.  Birmingham  Canal  Co".,3  upon  the  occasion  of  an 
universal  rainfall  unprecedented  in  duration  and  quantity  for 
many  years  in  the  district,  there  was  imminent  peril  of  the 
defendants'  canal  bursting;  and  the  defendants,  in  order  to 
prevent  it,  raised  a  sluice,  by  which  a  large  quantity  of  water 
escaped  into  a  neighbouring  brook,  and  thence  into  a  colliery. 
The  water  having  filled  up  this  colliery  flowed  into  some  collieries 
of  the  plaintiffs  and  destroyed  their  works.  It  was  found  that  if 
relief  had  not  been  afforded  to  the  canal  banks  at  this  time,  an 
inundation  must  have  very  shortly  ensued,  which  would  have 
equally  destroyed  the  plaintiffs'  works  and  also  caused  far  greater 
devastation  to  property  and  probably  loss  of  life  throughout  a 
very  wide  area ;  that  the  course  adopted  by  the  defendants  was 
prudent  and  proper,  and  the  only  effectual  measure  which  was 
possible  in  the  emergency.  It  was  held,  that  the  plaintiffs' 
injury  was  due  not  to  the  defendants'  wrongful  acts,  nor  to  the 
effect  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  defendants'  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  to  vis  major  or  an  act  of  God,  and  that,  as  in  any  event 
the  plaintiff's  works  would  have  been  equally  destroyed,  the 
immediate  damage  caused  by  the  defendants'  own  act  in  raising' 
the  sluice  was  injuria  absque  damno  and  irrecoverable.  Such  acts 
of  self-defence  must,  however,  be  done  to  avoid  a  common  danger, 

1  Kield  v.  London  and  North  Western  2  Ir.  R.,  7  C.  L.  109. 

Rail.  Co.,  L.  R„  10  Ex.  4  ;  44  L.  J.,  Ex.  »  43  L.  T.  435  ;    49  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  851  ; 

15.  45  J.  P.  21. 
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and  no  one  can  transfer  such  a  danger  coming  on  to  his  land  to 
the  land  of  another.1 

The  terms  of  conveyances  of  land  to  companies  are  regulated  Ordinary 
in  each  case  by  the  provisions  of  each  particular  Act,  but  the  ^t^tion^aV 
ordinary  rules  with  respect  to  such  contracts  would  appear  to  be  **>  convev- 

a  ances  binding 

binding  on  them.  on  canal  com- 

A  local  Act  empowered  proprietors  to  contract  for  the  sale  of,  Pames- 
and  to  sell  their  lands  to,  a  canal  company  ;  and  such  contracts, 
sales,  &c,  were  to  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  were 
to  be  enrolled  with  the  clerks  of  the  peace.  Copies  thereof  were 
to  be  evidence;  and  on  payment  of  the  sums  agreed  on,  the 
lands  were  to  vest  in  the  company.  It  was  held  that  conveyances 
of  land  under  the  Act  must  be  in  writing.8 

A  canal  company,  empowered  to  purchase  lands  for  gross 
sums,  or  rent-charges,  took  possession  of  lands  of  an  infant  on 
agreement  with  his  steward,  and,  after  an  award  by  com- 
missioners of  the  gross  sum  or  rent-charge,  such  sum  was  paid 
to  the  steward.  No  person  being  party  to  this  award  who  had 
power  to  bind  the  infant,  it  was  invalid,  and  no  conveyance  was 
executed,  and  the  purchase-money  was  returned.  The  company, 
however,  used  the  land  for  the  canal,  paying  rent  for  forty  years 
to  the  landowner  after  he  attained  his  majority.  It  was  held 
that  no  agreement  for  sale  of  the  fee,  in  consideration  of  the 
rent-charge,  could  be  presumed  to  have  been  entered  into  or 
ratified  by  the  landlord,  but  that  an  action  of  ejectment,  as  well 
as  the  intended  erection  of  a  bridge  by  the  latter,  should  be 
restrained  by  injunction,  on  the  ground  of  acquiescence,  the 
company  undertaking  to  put  in  force  their  parliamentary  powers 
for  the  purchase  of  land.4 

In  another  case,  lands  were  demised  in  1779  by  P.  to  M.  and 
Company  for  sixty-five  years.  In  1794  an  Act  was  obtained  for 
making  Swansea  Canal  through  part  of  the  lands  in  question ; 
and  it  was  enacted  that  on  payment  or  tender  of  certain  sums  for 
the  purchase  of  such  lands,  and,  by  leave  of  the  owners,  such 
lands  should  vest  in  the  canal  company.    In  1797  the  Duke  of 

1  Whalley  v.  York*,  and  Lanes.  Rail.  as  to  license  to  take  ice  from  a  canal, 
Co.,  13  Q.  B.  D.  131  ;  50  L.  T.  472  ;  see  Newby  v.  Harrison,  4  L.  T.  424. 
ante,  p.  168.  3  Robins  v.  Warwick  Canal,  2  Bing. 

2  As  to  enrolling  conveyances  of  pur-  N.  C.  483  ;    42  R.  R.  642  ;  see  Har- 
chased  lands,  see  Reg.  v.  Leeds   and  borough  v.  Shadlow,  7M.&W.  37. 
Liverpool  Canal  Co.,  11  A.  &  E.  316  ;  as  to  4  Somerset  Canal  v.  Haroourt,  2  De  G. 
limit  of  time  for  purchasing  compulsorily,  &  J.  546. 

Tone  Conservators  v.  Ash,  10  B.  &  G.  349  ; 
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Remedies  for 
injuries  by 
canal  com- 
panies. 


Beaufort  made  arrangement  with  the  company  to  extend  the 
canal  through  certain  other  of  the  lands.  No  payment  or  satis- 
faction was  made,  but  the  owners,  <fcc.  consented.  On  the 
termination  of  the  lease  of  1779,  the  assignees  of  the  reversion 
brought  ejectment  against  the  assignee  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort, 
who  remained  in  possession  of  the  canals: — Held,  the  mere 
consent  of  the  owner  of  the  land  to  the  construction  of  the  canal 
did  not  bring  the  case  within  the  Act,  and  the  lessors  of  the 
plaintiff  were   entitled   to    the    land.    Per  Parke,  B.y   "  The 

could    not    create    such    an   interest  except  by 


"  reversioner 
"deed."1 


A  question  as  to  copyhold  lands  arose  in  the  case  of  Dimes  v. 
Grand  Junction  Canal.2  There  an  Act  of  Parliament  gave  the 
defendants  powers  to  purchase  lands,  and  also  provided  a  form 
of  conveyance.  S.  was  tenant  of  copyhold  land,  and  sold  part  to 
the  company,  the  then  lord  not  objecting.  On  the  death  of  S., 
the  lord  made  proclamation  for  the  heir  of  S.  to  come  and  be 
admitted.  No  one  appeared,  and  the  lord  seized  the  land 
"  quou&que,"  and  brought  ejectment  against  the  defendants,  and 
obtained  judgment  on  the  ground  that  the  conveyance,  under  the 
canal  Act,  only  vested  in  the  defendants  an  equitable  estate.  He 
interfered  to  stop  the  navigation,  and  the  defendants,  having  filed 
a  bill  praying  that  the  customary  heir  of  S.  might  be  admitted 
on  their  paying  all  fees,  and  halg  sought  a  pLpetual  injunc- 
tion,  the  Vice-Chancellor  made  a  decree  directing  the  customary 
heir  of  S.  to  be  admitted  to  hold  as  trustee  for  the  canal  company, 
and  granted  an  injunction.  On  appeal,  the  House  of  Lords 
affirmed  this  decision. 

The  Court  will  not  grant  a  mandamus  to  compel  a  canal 
company  to  proceed  to  assess  the  value  of  land  taken  by  them, 
if  the  parties  interested  in  the  land  do  not  apply  within  a 
reasonable  time,  especially  where  there  is  another  remedy  by 
ejectment.8 

Where  a  canal  company  had  powers  under  their  Act  to  take  and 
give  leases  of  other  canals,  and  sold  their  rights  under  another 
Act  to  the  Oxford  Bailway  Company,  it  was  held  that  the  latter 
had  authority  to  take  a  lease  of  another  canal.4 

Where  a  particular  jurisdiction  is  appointed  under  a  canal 

1  Patrick  v.  Beaufort,  6  Ex.  498  ;  20  R.  R.  389  ;  cf.  Shand  v.  Hen&erton,  2 

L.  J.,  Ex.  251.  Dow,  519  ;  14  R.  R.  202. 

5  3  H.  L.  794.  4  Roger*   v.    Oxford   Rail.    Co.,  25 

s  Rex  v.  Stainforth,  1  M.  &  S.  32  ;  14  Beav.  322. 
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Act  to  determine  all  questions  as  to  things  to  be  done  under  the 
Act,  if  the  canal  proprietors  do  anything  not  exactly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  of  the  Act,  and  not  strictly  within  the 
powers  thereby  given,  the  person  aggrieved  is  not  restricted  to 
the  particular  jurisdiction,  but  the  complaint  is  to  be  entertained 
by  the  ordinary  jurisdiction,  on  the  principle  that  anything  done 
not  in  exact  conformity  with  the  Act  is  not  done  in  pursuance 
of  it.1 

Parties  injured,  however,  are  bound  to  use  due  diligence  in 
applying  for  redress. 

So  where  a  canal  company  had  deviated  from  the  line  prescribed 
by  the  Act,  and  had  not  adhered  to  the  previous  steps  required 
thereby,  in  occupying  the  appellants'  grounds,  Lord  Eldon, 
though  he  held  that  the  company  were  trespassers,  and  liable  to 
damage,  said,  "Where  a  person  stands  by  while  an  act  not 
"  strictly  legal  is  done,  having  the  means  to  prevent  it,  the  remedy 
"  by  injunction  is  gone." 1 

A  question  as  to  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  surplus  water  of  a  Rights  to  sur- 
canal  under  special  Acts  of  Parliament  arose  in  the  case  of  Blake-  P  J18  water- 
more  v.  The  Glamorganshire  Canal.2    The  Acts  of  Parliament3   Glamorgan*' 
authorizing  the  formation  of  the  canal  contained  a  reservation,  *htre  Caml- 
in  favour  of  the  owners  of  certain  iron  works,  of  the  surplus 
water  flowing  from  the  canal,  down  a  certain  cut  or  watercourse. 
The  canal  works  were  to  be  completed  within  two  years.     Some 
years  after  the  passing  of  these  Acts,  the  plaintiff  purchased  the 
iron  works  aforementioned,  and  brought  a  series  of  actions  against 
the  defendants  for  making  certain  alterations  in,  and  widening 
and  deepening  the  canal  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  traffic, 
whereby  the  flow  of  water  to  his  works  was  diminished. 

At  the  first  trial  of  this  case  the  jury  found  that  there  had  been 
a  wilful  waste  of  water  in  the  management  of  the  canal,  with 
damages  for  the  plaintiff,  upon  which  judgment  was  entered  up 
in  the  Court  of  Exchequer.4  Judgment  afterwards  came  by 
writ  of  error  before  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber,  and 
ultimately  before  the  House  of  Lords,  and  on  both  occasions  was 
affirmed. 

At  the  second  trial5  it  was  held,  that  the  company,  having 
after  the  two  years  erected  an  engine  to  force  up  more  water  into 

1  Shand  v.  Henderson,  2    Dow,  H.  L.      Jerv.  60. 

C.  519 ;  14  R.  R.  202.  8  30  Geo.  III.  c.  82  ;  36  Geo.  IILc  61). 

2  1  M.  &  K.  154  ;  36  R.  R.  289  ;  1  C.  4  3  Y.  &.  Jerv.  CO. 
&  F.  262  ;  2  C.  M.  &  R.  133  ;  3  Y.  &  6  2  C.  M.  &  R.  133. 
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the  canal,  whereby  they  were  enabled  to  pass  more  barges  down 
it,  the  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  consequential  damages  on 
account  of  the  surplus  water  having  been  diminished. 

On  the  hearing  before  the  House  of  Lords,1  Lord  Lyndhurst, 
inter  alia,  held,  that  the  making  of  the  canal  fixed  the  rights  of 
the  parties,  and  the  canal  owners  had  no  right  afterwards  to 
enlarge  the  canal,  and  draw  much  larger  quantities  of  water,  so 
as  to  injuriously  affect  the  plaintiff's  works ;  and  that  the  clauses 
in  the  second  Act  (86  Geo.  HI.  c.  69)  directing  that  the  canal 
should  be  completed  in  two  years,  and  that  the  money  to  be 
raised  should  not  be  applied  to  the  expense  of  any  other  work 
not  made  within  the  time,  not  only  limited  the  application  of  the 
money  to  the  works  completed  within  the  time,  but  that  no  works 
should  be  carried  on  adversely  to  the  interests  of  individuals 
after  the  two  years. 

The  plaintiff,  Mr.  Blakemore,  subsequently  obtained  a  series 
of  injunctions  to  restrain  the  works  of  the  company,  in  all  of 
which  he  succeeded,  the  Court  holding  the  canal  company  to  be 
bound  by  the  terms  of  their  Acts.2 

"  If  my  opinion  upon  the  effects  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  be 

"  right,"  said  Lord  Eldon,3  "  then,  although  the  owners  of  these 

"  works  must  take  the  surplus  water,  subject  to  the  diminution 

'*  which  an  increase  of  trade  upon  the  present  canal  shall  occa- 

"  sion,  let  it  increase  ever  so  much,  or  ever  so  little,  I  can  never 

"  agree  to  the  proposition  as  laid  down  in  some  parts  of  the 

"  answer,  that  the  proprietors  of  the  navigation  are  at  liberty  to 

"  improve  the  canal  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  upon  it  an 

"  increase  of  trade,  and  by  such  improvements,  with  a  view  to  a 

"  contemplated  increase  of  traffic,  to  affect  the  surplus  water, 

"  which  was,  I  apprehend,  to  be  preserved  for  the  benefit  of  the 

"  plaintiff's  works." 

Staffordshire        The   case   of   The  Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire   Canal  v. 

l^iUreCanal  Birmingham  Canal 4  raised  a  somewhat  similar  point,  and  turned 

y. Binning-      on  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  surplus  water  of  one  canal  by  the 

ham  Canal.         . , 

other. 

The  S.  and  W.  Canal  was  formed  under  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
Two  years  later  another  Act  passed,  authorizing  the  formation 
of  the  B.  Canal,  and  requiring  the  latter  company  to  make  a 
"  communication  "  between  the  B.  and  the  S.  and  W.  Canals  at 

1  1  C.  &  F.  262.  MM.&.K.  168  ;  36  R.  R.  289. 

»  1  M.  &  K.  162  ;  36  R.  R.  289.  4  L.  R.,  1  H.  L.  254  ;  35  L.  J.,  Ch.  757. 
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A.,  giving  the  latter  company  power  to  make  this  communication 
if  the  B.  Company  should  not  make  it  within  a  given  time.  The 
communication  was  made  by  the  S.  and  W.  Company  under  an 
agreement  between  the  two  companies,  and  some  years  after- 
wards improved  by  B.  Company,  who  saved  much  water  by 
substituting  two  locks  for  one  at  one  particular  spot,  the  original 
communication  being  effected  by  means  of  twenty  locks. 

A  consolidating  Act  was  passed 1  which  contained  in  the  15th 
section  provisions  enabling  the  B.  Company,  the  proprietors  of 
several  canals,  to  raise  the  water  of  the  canals  from  one  level  to 
another  by  reservoirs  and  machinery,  &c.  The  88rd  section,  with 
a  view  to  preserve  the  communication  at  A.,  forbade  the  B.  Com- 
pany to  use  water  from  or  out  of  the  W.  level  (which  was  the 
highest  level  of  the  B>  Company — the  communication  at  A.  being 
182  feet  below  it)  for  any  purpose  whatever  when  the  depth  of 
the  water  in  the  lowest  lock  of  the  B.  communication  should 
stand  at  less  than  three  feet  perpendicular,  to  be  reckoned  from 
the  sill  of  an  upper  gate  in  the  S.  and  W.  Canal  adjoining  thereto, 
and  in  case  of  breach  of  this  prohibition,  and  consequent  injury 
to  the  S.  and  W.  Company,  directed  that  any  damages  sustained 
should  be  assessed  by  a  jury.  The  258th  section  prohibited  the 
B.  Company  from  doing  anything  to  obstruct  the  navigation  of 
the  S.  and  W.  Canal,  or  "in  any  wise  to  shorten  or  vary  all  or 
"  any  of  the  company's  canals,  so  as  thereby  to  impede  the  navi- 
gation of  the  S.  and  W.  canal* '  without  the  consent  of  the 
S.  and  W.  Company.  By  the  interpretation  clause  the  word 
"  canals  "  was  to  include  "  communications."  The  B.  Company 
proposed  to  construct  machinery  which  should  pump  Lack 
some  of  the  water  coming  from  the  W.  level,  and  so  would 
affect  the  supply  to  the  S.  and  W.  Canal,  but  would  not  prevent 
the  existence  and  free  use  of  the  communication  at  A.  The  S. 
and  W.  Company  filed  a  bill  to  prevent  the  construction  of  this 
machinery,  alleging  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the 
legislature,  as  shown  in  the  various  Acts,  and  to  the  deed  of 
arrangement,  and  also  contrary  to  the  right  which  must  now 
be  taken  as  vested  in  the  S.  and  W.  Company  by  user  and 
prescription. 

The  appellants  relied  on  Tapling  v.  Jones*  and  Elwell  v. 
Birmingham   Canal;}  for   the  respondents,  Rochdale  Canal  v. 

1  5  Will.  IV.  c.  34.  »  3  H.  L.  Cas.  812. 

*  11  H.  L.  Cas.  290. 
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Radeliffe,1  Magor  v.  Chadivick*  and  Arkwright  v.  Gell,*  were, 
inter  alia,  cited. 

It  was  held,  affirming  the  decision  of  the  lords  justices,  that 
the  bill  must  be  dismissed,  and  that  the  powers  granted  by  the 
Acts  were  granted  for  specific  purposes,  which  were  those  of 
making  and  maintaining  a  free  communication  between  different 
places  by  navigable  canals ;  and  that  the  ordinary  doctrines  as 
to  the  permissive  use  of  water  did  not  apply  in  such  a  case,  and 
that  no  grant  could  be  made  by  the  B.  Company  of  the  use  of 
any  water  which  might  injuriously  affect  these  purposes.  That 
consequently  no  right  by  prescription  could  in  this  case  have 
any  foundation  in  grant.  Nor  could  any  prescriptive  right  by 
user  be  founded  on  the  fact  that  the  B.  Company  had  for  many 
years  allowed  the  water  to  pass  out  of  the  B.  canal  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  so  as  to  prevent  the  B.  Company  from  after- 
wards improving  its  machinery  and  economizing  the  water,  for 
the  water  so  passing  into  the  S.  and  W.  Canal,  did  not  constitute 
a  stream  or  watercourse  within  the  meaning  of  the  Prescription 
Act,  2  4  8  Will.  IV.  c.  71.  The  object  of  the  communication 
being  fully  secured,  the  proposed  works,  it  was  held,  were  not 
an  impeding  or  obstructing  of  the  S.  and  W.  Canal,  such  as  was 
prohibited  by  the  Act. 

"  The  2nd  section  of  that  Act "  (2  &  8  Will.  IV.  c.  71),  said 
Lord  Chelmsford,  L.  C,  "  applies  to  a  claim  to  the  use  of  water 
which  may  be  lawfully  made  at  common  law  by  custom,  pre- 
scription or  grant.  Custom  and  prescription  are  here  out  of 
the  question,  and  if  the  respondent  could  not  have  granted  the 
use  of  the  water  to  the  appellants,  the  Act  is  wholly  inapplic- 
able ;  but  to  impose  such  a  servitude  upon  the  water  in  their 
canal,  as  that  contended  for  by  the  appellants,  would  have 
been  ultra  vires  of  the  respondents,  and  consequently  length 
of  user  could  never  confer  an  indefeasible  claim  upon  the 
appellants  under  the  Prescription  Act,  as  no  grant  of  the  use  of 
the  water  could  have  been  lawfully  made  by  the  respondents." 
Lord  Cr  an  worth  observed,  "  The  water  flowing  from  the 
Wolverhampton  level  to  the  Atherley  junction  is  not  a  natural 
nor  even  an  artificial  stream.  The  water  in  the  canal  is  not 
flowing  water.  It  is  accumulated  under  the  authority  of  the 
legislature  in  what  is  in  fact  a  tank  or  reservoir,  which  the 


1  18  Q.  B.  287  ;  21  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  297. 

2  11  Ad.  &  E.  571  ;  9  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  159. 


'  5  M.  &  W.  203  ;  8  L.  J.,  Ex.  201. 
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"  respondents  are  bound  to  economize  and  use  in  particular 
"  manner  for  the  convenience  of  the  public.  It  never  flows.  It 
"  is  let  down  artificially  for  the  convenience  of  persons  wishing 
"  to  pass  in  boats.  To  such  water  none  of  the  doctrines,  either 
"  as  to  natural  or  artificial  streams,  is  applicable;  and  the  only 
"  way  in  which  appellants  could  have  obtained  a  right  to  insist, 
"  on  having  a  lock  full  of  water  discharged  into  their  canal, 
"  must  be  by  express  grant  or  covenant  by  respondents.  Of 
"  such  grant  there  is  no  trace  whatever,  and  it  cannot  be  pre- 
"  sumed.  To  have  entered  into  any  such  engagement  would 
"  have  been  a  clear  breach  of  duty  in  respondents."  1 

In  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Co.  v.  Rochdale  Canal  Co.*  it 
was  held  by  the  House  of  Lords,  affirming  the  Court  of  Appeal 
and  Byrne,  J.,  that  the  defendant  company  being  a  canal  com- 
pany and  not  a  waterworks  company,  the  true  meaning  of 
"waste  water M  in  the  statutes  was  "  water  not  legitimately 
"  needed  for  navigation  or  other  purposes  authorized  by  such 
"  statutes,"  and  that  the  defendants  had  no  right  to  sell  such 
waste  water  to  the  injury  of  the  plaintiffs,  the  owners  of  the 
Bridgwater  Canal. 

In  the  case  of  Mason  v.  Shretcsbury  Rail.  Co.,3  a  canal  com-  claim  against 
pany,  under  the  powers  of  their  Act,  diverted  before  1800  a  acan^i^ 
great    part    of    the  waters    of  a  brook    flowing    through    the  water 
plaintiff's  land  to  their  canal,  the  rest  of  the  water  continuing  dlvertei 
to  flow  as  before.    In  1847  the  defendants,  under  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, bought  and  discontinued  the  canal,  and  in  1864  restored 
by  means  of  a  cut  the  water  which  had  been  diverted.     In  1865 
they  sold  the  part  of  the  canal  on  which  was  the  cut.     The  bed 
of  the  brook,  owing  to  the  diminished  scour  from  1800  to  1858, 
had  become  silted  up,  so  as  not  to  be  sufficient  to  carry  off  the 
water  in  extraordinary  floods.    In  1866,  such  a  flood  having 
damaged  the  plaintiff's  land,  it  was  held  by  the  Court,  that 
there  being  no  obligation  imposed  on  the  canal  to  continue  the 
diversion  of  the  water,  plaintiff  had  no  right  of  action.     The 
opinion  of  Blackburn  and  Hannen,  JJ.,  proceeded  on  the  ground 
that,  though  the  claim  to  have  the  water  diverted  was  a  claim  to 
a  watercourse  under  the  Prescription  Act,  2  &  8  Will.  IV.  c.  71, 
yet  the  enjoyment  was  not  of  right,  and,  therefore,  though  of 

1  See  ante,  p.  235.  293  ;  25  L.  T.  239  ;  cf.  Rochdale  Cuml 

*  81  L.  T.  472,  C.  A.  1899,  affirmed  Co.  v.Radclife,  18  Q.  B.  287  ;  Hodgson 

by  H.  L.,  1900 ;  85  L.  T.  585.  v.    Mayor  of    York,   28   L.   T.,  N.    S. 

8  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  578  ;  40  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  83G. 
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more  than  forty  years,  it  conferred  no  right  on  the  plaintiff. 
That  of  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  was  based  on  the  ground  that  the 
plaintiff,  the  owner  of  the  servient  tenement,  could  acquire  by 
the  mere  existence  of  the  easement,  no  right  against  the  owner 
of  the  dominant  tenement.  "  The  question  appears  to  me  to 
"  depend  on  principles  of  the  law  relating  to  easements,  which 
"  would  have  been  equally  applicable  if  the  Act  in  question 
"  (Prescription  Act)  had  never  been  passed."1 

Where  the  statutory  rights  of  companies  are  infringed,  they 
are  entitled  to  the  ordinary  remedies  at  law.3 

"  Such  a  company,"  said  Erie,  J.,  in  Rockdale  Canal  Co.  v. 
King?  "  has  all  the  rights  and  remedies  which  an  individual 
"  owner  of  property  has,  unless  the  statute  contains  some 
"  provision  to  take  them  away." 

In  that  case  the  plaintiffs  were  empowered  to  purchase 
lands  for  making  a  canal,  and  manufacturers  within  a  certain 
distance  were  authorized  to  lay  pipes  and  to  use  water  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  condensing  steam ;  disputes  with  any 
person  desirous  of  taking  or  using  the  same  were  to  be  referred 
to  commissioners. 

The  declaration  stated  that  the  company  had  made  the  canal 
and  that  the  defendants  had  used  the  water  for  purposes  other 
than  that  of  condensing  steam.  It  was  objected  in  arrest  of 
judgment  that  the  declaration  did  not  show  any  ownership  of 
the  canal  or  water,  or  any  invasion  of  a  private  right,  inasmuch 
as  the  act  complained  of,  if  wrongful,  was  clearly  prohibited  by 
statute,  so  that  the  repetition  of  the  act  could  never  be  used  as 
evidence  of  a  right;  that  the  remedy  was  by  indictment,  and 
that  the  complaint  should  have  been  referred  to  the  com- 
missioners who  had  exclusive  jurisdiction. 

It  was  held,  however,  that  the  declaration  was  good,  as  it 
must  be  held  that  the  company  was  in  possession  of  the  canal, 
and  that  without  special  damage  the  wrongful  act  was  a  damage 
to  the  company's  right ;  and  also  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
commissioners  was  over  disputes  between  persons  in  the  use  of 
or  about  to  use  the  water  for  a  rightful  purpose,  and  not  over 
wrongdoers.4     Erie,   J.,   observed,    "  It  is   said   the    company 


1  See  ante,  Chap.  IV.,  pp.  255  et  *eq. 

*  Rochdale  Canal  v.  King,  14  Q.  B. 
122,  136;  15  Jur.  8%. 

8  Ibid. ;  cf.  Rochdale  Canal  v.  Rad- 
cliff'e,  IS  Q.  B.  287  ;  see  ante,  p.  278. 


4  Sec  Cockburn  v.  Ervioaxh  Canal, 
11  W.  R.  34,  and  ante,  p.  287  :  Sttand  v. 
Henderson,  2  Dow,  H.  L.  C.  519 ;  14 
R.  R.  202,  ante,  p.  297. 
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"  could  have  no  property  in  this  water ;  perhaps  not  in  the 
"  identical  passing  atoms,  but  they  had  in  the  flow,  the  flumen 
4i  aqua." 

In  bringing  actions,  canal  companies,  like  individuals,  are 
liable  to  be  deprived  of  their  remedy  by  laches. 

Where  a  canal  company  made  a  demand  in  May,  1842,  for 
penalties  for  obstructing  their  canal,  such  obstruction  having 
been  caused  in  November,  1840,  and  June,  1841,  and  brought  no 
action  till  July,  1842,  it  was  held  that  they  were  too  late,  since  by 
the  Act  of  the  railway  companies  who  had  caused  the  obstruc- 
tion, no  action  was  to  be  brought  against  them  for  injury  done  in 
pursuance  of  the  Act  after  six  months,  which  six  months  were 
held  to  begin  to  run  from  the  ceasing  of  the  obstruction,  and  not 
from  the  demand  for  non-payment  of  the  penalty.1 

The  owners  of  a  canal  taking  tolls  for  the  navigation  are  bound,  Duties  with 
at  common  law,  to  use  reasonable  care  in  making  the  navigation  legation, 
secure.* 

Parnaby  v.  Lancaster  Canal  *  was  an  action  which  came  before  Da*y  *° 
the  Exchequer  Chamber  on  error  from  the  Court  of  Queen's  navigation. 
Bench.  The  declaration  in  the  case  stated  that  by  82  Geo.  III. 
c.  101,  the  Lancaster  Canal  Company  was  formed  to  make  and 
maintain  the  canal,  with  power  to  take  tolls,  and  that  all  persons 
had  free  liberty  to  navigate  the  canal ;  but  if  any  boat  should  be 
sunk  in  the  canal,  and  the  owner  or  person  having  care  of  it 
should  not,  without  loss  of  time,  weigh  it  up,  the  Act  empowered 
the  company  to  weigh  it  up  and  detain  it  till  payment  of  ex- 
penses. That  the  company  completed  the  canal,  and  took  tolls 
on  it ;  that  a  boat  sunk  in  the  canal,  so  that  vessels  passed  with 
difficulty  in  the  day,  and  at  night  were  in  danger  of  running  foul 
of  it;  that,  although  the  company  could  and  ought  to  have 
requested  the  owner  to  weigh  it  up,  and,  if  that  was  not  done 
without  loss  of  time,  could  and  ought  to  have  weighed  it  up, 
.and,  in  the  meantime,  have  caused  a  light  or  signal  to  be  placed 

1  Kennet  and  Aron    Canal  v.  Great  k  E.  223  ;  see  Mersey  v.  Gibb,  L.  R.,  1 

Western  Bail.  Co.,  4  Rail.  Cas.  90 ;  cf.  H.  L.  93  ;  35  L.  J.,  Ex.  225  ;  14  L.  T. 

Rochdale  Canal  v.  King,  2  Sim.,  N.  S.  677  ;  Winch  v.  Conservators  of  Thames, 

78  ;  Lord  Oakley  v.  Kensington  Canal  L.  R.,  9  C.  P.  738 ;  L.  R.,  7  C.  P.  456  ; 

Co.,  5  B.  &  Ad.  138  ;  Fraser  v.  Swansea  Forbes  v.  Lee  Conserrancy,  4  Ex.  Div. 

Canal,  1  Ad.  &  El.  354 ;  S.  C,  3  N.  &  116 ;  Lane  v.  Kewdigatt\  10  Ves.  192  ; 

M.  391  ;  see  Lord  Brougham  in  Blake-  7  R.  R.  381  ;  and  post,  Chap.  VII. ;  as 

more  v.  Glamorganshire  Caiuily  1  M.  &  to  liability  of  canal  commissioners  for 

K.  161  ;  36  R.  R.  289;  Shandv.  /lender-  not  giving  notice  to  lessees  to  repair, 

son,  2  Dow,  H.  L.  C.  519;  14  R.  R.  202.  see  Priestley  v.  Fovlds,  2  Scott,  N.  R. 

*  Parnaby  v.  Lancaster  Canal,  11  A.  265  ;  2  Man.  &  G.  1751. 
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to  enable  boats  to  avoid  it ;  yet  the  company  did  not  cause  the 
owner,  &c.  to  weigh  it  up,  nor  themselves  weigh  it  up,  nor  place  a 
light  or  signal,  whereby  the  plaintiff's  boat,  navigating  the  canal, 
ran  foul  of  the  sunken  boat  and  was  damaged. 

On  the  trial,  before  Coleridge,  J.,  at  the  Liverpool  Summer 
Assizes,  1836,  it  was  objected  that,  admitting  the  facts  as  laid 
in  the  declaration,  no  breach  of  duty  was  shown.  Verdict 
being  given  in  favour  of  the  plaintiffs,  leave  was  reserved  to 
move  for  a  nonsuit,  but  judgment  was  entered  up  for  the 
plaintiffs. 

The  defendants  brought  error  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  when 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  was  affirmed. 

Tindal,  C.  J.,  says  at  p.  242  of  the  report  :l  "  The  facts  stated 
"  in  the  inducement  show  that  the  company  made  the  canal  for 
"  their  profit,  and  opened  it  to  the  public  upon  the  payment  of 
"  tolls  to  the  company ;  and  the  common  law,  in  such  a  case, 
"  imposes  a  duty  upon  the  proprietors,  not,  perhaps,  to  repair  the 
"  canal,  or  absolutely  to  free  it  from  obstructions,  but  to  take 
"  reasonable  care,  so  long  as  they  keep  it  open  for  the  public  use 
"  of  all  who  may  choose  to  navigate  it,  that  they  may  navigate 
"  without  danger  to  their  lives  or  property.  We  concur  with  the 
"  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  thinking  that  a  duty  of  this  nature 
"  is  imposed  upon  the  company,  and  that  they  are  responsible  for 
"  the  breach  of  it,  upon  a  similar  principle  to  that  which  makes 
"  a  shopkeeper,  who  invites  the  public  to  his  shop,  liable  for 
"  neglect  on  leaving  a  trap-door  open  without  any  protection,  by 
"  which  his  customers  suffer  injury."8 
Right  to  It  follows  from  the  principle  above  noticed,  that  canal  pro- 

d^Igefto       prietor8  will  not  be  enabled  to  recover  damages  for  injuries  to 
nayigation.      their  navigation  unless  they  keep  it  in  good  order.     A  canal 

company,  who  were  bound  to  repair  the  banks  of  their  navigation, 
brought  an  action  against  an  adjacent  landowner  for  digging  clay 
pits  on  his  land,  and  so  causing  the  plaintiffs'  banks  to  give  way. 
There  was  some  evidence  that  the  banks  were  not  in  good  repair; 
but  the  learned  judge  directed  the  jury  to  find  for  the  plaintiffs  if 
they  thought  the  falling  in  of  banks  was  caused  by  the  digging 
the  clay  pits: — Held,  that  the  plaintiffs  were  not  entitled  to 
recover  unless  the  banks  were  in  good  repair.3 

Ml  A.  &  E.,  p.  242.  jfott,  Chap.  VII. 

*  Cf.  Ilarrlt  v.  Baher,  4  M.  &  S.  27  ;  s  Staffordshire  Canal  v.  Hallen,  6  B. 

16  R.  R.  370.    See  further  as  to  Naviga-  k  C.  31 7  ;  30  R.  R.  383. 
tion  and  the  duties  of  persons  navigating, 


CANALS.  305 

In  Walker  v.  Goe,1  commissioners  of  a  navigation  were  autho- 
rized to  lease  the  canal,  and,  in  case  the  lessees  should  permit 
the  canal  to  be  out  of  repair,  the  commissioners  were  authorized 
and  required  to  give  them  notice,  and  to  specify  the  repairs  which 
ought  to  be  done.  In  case  the  lessees  neglected  to  do  the  repairs, 
the  commissioners  might  seize  the  tolls.  The  canal  having  been 
leased,  the  lessees  allowed  the  canal  to  get  out  of  repair;  but  the 
commissioners  gave  no  notice  to  them,  and  a  barge  going  through 
a  lock  was  damaged  by  the  lock  falling  in.  It  was  held  that  the 
barge  owner,  assuming  a  duty  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners 
to  give  notice,  had  no  right  of  action  against  them,  as  the  damage 
to  the  barge  was  not  a  damage  naturally  flowing  from  their 
neglect ;  it  being  pointed  out  by  Wightman,  J.,  that  the  primary 
duty  to  repair  was  on  the  lessee. 

In  Llewellyn  v.  Stvansea  Canal,2  where  the  company  had  by  What  are 
their  Act  the  usual  powers  for  maintaining  the  navigation,  the  sary  for 
question  as  to  what  constitutes  acts  necessary  for  maintaining  maintaining 

navif?Rtiona 

navigation,  was  raised.  The  defendants  had  agreed  to  pay  the 
plaintiffs  101.  a  week  for  any  water  above  a  certain  lock,  when 
they  should  consider  it  necessary  for  maintaining  the  navigation 
of  the  canal  below  that  lock.  It  was  held — when,  boats  having 
twice  sunk  in  going  through  the  lock,  the  plaintiffs  each  time 
emptied  it,  in  order  to  get  them  up,  and  then  filled  from  above 
the  lock — that  this  was  not  using  the  water  for  the  purposes  of 
maintaining  the  navigation  below  the  lock,  and,  therefore,  that 
the  10/.  a  week  could  not  be  recovered.  But  when,  on  another 
occasion,  they  did  the  same  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  lock 
below,  it  was  held  that  the  10/.  was  recoverable,  since  the  latter 
object  did  constitute  such  a  purpose. 

Where  a  canal  company  were  authorized  to  make  a  canal,  and 
do  other  acts  necessary  for  the  making,  improving,  and  using  it, 
it  was  held  that  they  were  empowered  to  deepen  and  widen  it 
after  it  had  been  completed,  and  to  charge  for  so  doing.8 

A  company  were  authorized  by  a  navigation  Act  to  maintain  a 
navigation,  and  to  alter  dams,  &c,  from  time  to  time;  and  it  was 
provided  that  persons  injured  were  to  receive  compensation  from 
commissioners  under  the  Act.  The  commissioners  were  named ; 
and  power  was  given  to  them  to  appoint  successors,  but  they  all 
died  without  doing  so.    The  company  afterwards  raised  a  certain 

1  4  H.  &  N.  350.  *  Bex  v.  Ohnnorgamhlre,  7  B.  &  C. 

1  2  H.  &  N.  509.  722. 
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dam,  to  the  injury  of  a  mill-owner  below,  who  pulled  it  down.    It 
was  held  that  the  power  to  alter  the  dam  still  existed,  although 
the  mill-owner  should  have  no  longer  any  means  of  obtaining 
compensation,  on  which  point  the  Court  gave  no  opinion.1 
Bridges.  Canal  companies  are  usually  empowered  by  the  incorporating 

Act  to  construct  and  maintain  bridges — a  provision  which  is 
rendered  necessary  to  remedy  inconveniences  arising  from  their 
powers  to  interrupt  highways. 

Thus,  in  Rex  v.  Lindsay,2  a  canal  company  having  such 
powers,  who  had  made  a  cut  and  deepened  a  ford  crossing  a 
highway,  and  had  thereby  rendered  a  bridge  necessary,  were 
held  bound  to  maintain  it,  and'  unable  to  throw  the  burthen  of 
the  repair  on  the  inhabitants  of  Lindsay,  county  Lincoln. 

Bridges  thus  constructed  must  be  adequate  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  public. 

This  point  was  thoroughly  discussed  in  the  case  of  Manley  v. 
St.  Helens?  already  referred  to. 

There  the  defendants  were  authorized  by  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  make  a  canal,  and  to  take  tolls  and  make  bridges,  and 
to  turn  and  alter  highways  as  necessary.  By  a  subsequent  Act, 
11  Geo.  IV.  c.  1,  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  former,  it  was 
recited  that  the  navigation  cut  or  canal,  and  other  the  works 
authorized  to  be  made  by  the  recited  Act,  have  been  long  since 
made  and  completed.  By  sect.  48,  the  Company  were  em- 
powered to  maintain  the  canal,  bridges,  &c. ;  and  by  sect.  124, 
all  persons  were  to  have  free  liberty  with  boats  to  navigate  the 
said  canal  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  goods,  &c.  The  company 
made  a  cut  through  a  public  highway  near  to  St.  Helens,  then 
a  small  village,  and  made  a  swivel  bridge  over  it.  Penalties 
were  imposed  on  persons  leaving  open  bridges.  A  boatman 
having  left  a  swivel  bridge  open,  a  person  coming  along  fell  in 
and  was  drowned.  It  was  proved  that  when  the  bridge  was 
open,  there  was  no  fence  between  the  road  and  the  water,  and 
that  two  lamps,  which  used  to  be  there,  were  removed. 

The  jury  having  found  that  the  deceased  was  drowned  by 
neglect  of  the  company,  it  was  held  that  they  were  liable  to  an 
action  for  nuisance,  as  having  a  beneficial  interest  in  the  tolls, 

1  Keanet   and   Aron   Xarigatio*   y.  MH.&N.  840.    See  also  S/toebottom 

mtheringto*,  18  Q.  B.  530.  v.  Egerton,  18  L.  T.  364 ;    Gavtret  v. 

*  14  East,  317  ;  12  R.  R.  529.    See  as  Egertm,  L.  R.,  2  C.  P.  371 ;  36  L.  J.,  C.  P. 

to  4t  Bridges,"  po4%  Chap.  VIII.  191 ;  16  L.  T.  17 ;  and  ante,  p.  291. 
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as  any  private  person  would  be ;  that  the  representative  of  the 
deceased  was  entitled  to  bring  an  action  against  them  under 
9  &  10  Vict.  c.  98,  and  that  the  bridge  being  in  their  possession 
the  action  was  rightly  brought  against  them  and  not  against  the 
boatman.  It  was  further  decided  that  whether  or  not  the  bridge 
was  sufficient  when  built,  the  company  were  bound  to  maintain 
it  sufficient  with  reference  to  present  circumstances. 

What  amounts  to  a  dedication  of  a  bridge  erected  by  a  com- 
pany to  the  public  can  only  be  decided  by  the  evidence  in  each 
particular  case.1 

The  navigation  of  canals3  is,  of  course,  open  to  all  the  public  Navigation 
on  the  payment  of  tolls,  and  it  has  been  held  that  there  is  a  ^jff^ 
public  right  of  user  of  a  canal  with  boats  propelled  by  steam,  tolls. 
provided  they  do  no  more  injury  than  is  occasioned  by  traction 
by  horses.8 

It  has  been  held  that  a  provision  in  a  local  Act  (9  Geo.  III. 
c.  71),  empowering  a  company  to  make  bye-laws  for  the  govern- 
ment of  a  navigation,  bargemen,  &c,  and  to  impose  tolls,  did 
not  authorize  them  to  make  a  bye-law  closing  the  navigation  on 
every  Sunday  in  the  year,  and  declaring  that  no  business  should 
be  done  thereon,  nor  should  any  person  navigate  any  boat,  &c, 
on  penalty  of  51.* 

The  subject  of  tolls  will  be  found  treated  at  length  in  a  Tolls. 
subsequent  chapter,6  and  therefore  it  will  be  only  necessary 
here  briefly  to  allude  to  it. 

Where  a  canal  is  made  by  Act  of  Parliament,  the  right  to 
take  tolls  being  derived  solely  from  the  Act,  is  to  be  considered 
as  a  bargain  between  the  owners  and  the  public ;  and  where 
there  is  any  ambiguity,  it  must  be  construed  against  the  canal 
proprietors,  who  can  claim  nothing  which  is  not  given  them  by 
the  Act.6 

Such  was  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  case  of  Stourbiidge 
Canal  v.  WhecleyJ  There  a  canal  was  formed  upon  two  levels, 
which  were  connected  by  a  chain  of  locks  (there  being  no  lock 


1  See  Grand  Surrey  Canal  Co.v.IIall, 
1  M.  k  G.  392,  and  case* pad,  Chap.  VIII. 

2  See  further  as  to  "Navigation," 
pott.  Chap.  VIL 

»  'Com  v.  M.  Bail.  Co.,  6  Jur.,  N.  S. 
1007.  The  case  was  ordered  to  stand 
over  for  experiments  to  be  made  by  an 
engineer  appointed  by  the  Court  to 
ascertain  the  damage  to  the  canal  by 


the  use  of  steam. 

4  Colder  and  Hebble  Navigation  v. 
Pilling,  3  Bail.  Cas.  735. 

6  See  post.  Chap.  IX. 

0  Leea*  and  Liverpool  Ca nal  v.  Hwrtler, 
1  B.  &  C.  424 ;  36  B.  B.  746,  748 ;  Stour- 
bridge Canal  v.  WheeUy,  2  B.  &  A.  793 ; 
36  B.  R.  746. 

1  2  B.  &  A.  793  ;  36  B.  B.  746. 
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whatever  on  the  upper  level),  and  where  the  Act  of  Parliament 
making  the  canal  authorized  all  persons  to  navigate  thereupon 
with  boats,  upon  payment  of  such  rates  and  dues  as  should  be 
demanded  by  the  Company,  not  exceeding  the  rates  therein 
mentioned  ;  and  also  by  another  clause,  authorized  the  Company 
to  take  certain  rates  and  duties  for  every  ton  of  iron  and  other 
goods  navigated  on  any  part  of  the  canal,  and  which  should  pass 
through  any  one  or  more  of  the  locks,  but  gave  the  owners  of 
adjoining  lands  power  to  use  pleasure-boats  on  the  canal  without 
paying  dues,  so  as  the  same  did  not  pass  through  any  lock,  and 
were  not  used  for  carrying  goods :  it  was  held,  that  the  Act 
gave  the  Company  no  right  to  demand  tolls  for  boats  navigating 
the  upper  level  of  the  canal,  in  which  there  were  no  locks.1 

In  Britain  v.  Cromford  Canal?  where,  by  a  canal  Act,  a  toll  of 
Is*  per  ton  was  imposed  upon  all  coal,  &c,  navigated  upon  any 
part  of  the  canal  from  a  place  A.,  or  from  any  place  within  two 
miles  thereof:  it  was  held,  that  this  only  applied  to  voyages 
commencing  within  those  limits,  and  that  no  such  toll  was 
payable  for  coal  loaded  at  a  place  more  than  two  miles  from  A., 
although  conveyed  upon  a  part  of  the  canal  within  two  miles 
of  A. 

The  regulation  of  traffic  and  tolls  is  now  provided  for  by 
various  general  statutes.8 

It  has  been  held  that  the  mortgagee  of  the  tolls  of  a  canal, 
held  by  him  in  trust  to  pay  creditors  and  discharge  incumbrances, 
is  a  proprietor  of  a  river  navigation,  so  as  to  be  liable  to  the 
payment  of  the  salary  to  the  clerk.4 

We  will  conclude  this  section  with  a  few  remarks  as  to  canal 
shares,6  though  a  full  consideration  of  this  branch  of  law  does 
not  properly  come  within  the  scope  of  this  work. 
Canal  shares.       Canal  shares  are  not  estate  and  interest  in  land  within  the 


1  Stourbridge  Canal  v.  Mliceley,  2  B. 
&  Ad.  792  ;  86  R.  R.  746. 

»3B.&  Aid.  139. 

3  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  28  ;  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  42  ; 
10  &  11  Vict.  c.  94  :  1 7  &  18  Vict.  c.  31 ; 
36  &  37  Vict.  c.  48  ;  87  &  38  Vict.  c.  40  ; 
51  &  52  Vict.  c.  25  (the  Railway  and 
Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888) ;  see  Strick  v. 
Swansea  Canal,  16  C.  B.,  N.  S.  245  ;  In 
re  Oxlad*  and  X.  E.  Ry.  Co.,  15  C.  B., 
N.  S.  680;  In  re  Janes  ▼.  E.  ConnHe*  Rly. 
Co.,  3  C.  B.,  N.  S.  718  ;  In  re  Mrholson 
v.  S.  W.  ltlf/.y  5  C.  B.,  N.  S.  366.  Cf. 
also  Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire 
Canal  v.  Trent  a hd  Mersey  Xavigation, 


6  Taunt.  151  ;  Rex  v.  Leiee*tershire  and 
Xoiihamjrionshire  Canal,  3  Rail.  Cas. 
1  ;  also  Kepi>cl  v.  Bailey,  2  Myl.  &  K. 
517;  39  R.  R.  264  ;  Woolrych,  pp.  308, 
309  ;  see  alsoy/oxf,  Chap.  VII. 

*  Tihhit*  v.  Yorlte,  5  B.  &  Ad.  605. 

*  As  to  calls  for  canal  shares,  see 
Hnddersfield  Canal  v.  Bvckley.  7  T.  R. 
36  ;  Weald  of  Kent  Canal  v.  Robin*on, 
5  Taunt.  801  ;  Korwich  and  Lowestoft 
Xarigation  v.  Tlieobald,  Moo.  &  Malk. 
151 ;  Thames  Tunnel  Co.  v.  Sheldon,  6 
B.  &  C.  341  :  sec  Woolrych,  pp.  50 
et  seq. 
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meaning  of  the  Statute  of  Mortmain;  and  it  does  not  matter 
if  the  Act  of  Parliament  incorporating  the  company  does  not 
contain  a  clause  declaring  the  shares  to  be  personal  property.1 

Where  an  Act  of  Parliament  declared  that  canal  shares  "  should 
"be  deemed  personal  estate,  and  transmissible  as  such/'  they 
were  held  to  be  personal  property,  though  the  profits  arose  out 
of  land,  and  to  pass  as  such  upon  the  bankruptcy  of  the  holder.3 

Where  by  Act  of  Parliament  canal  shares  were  to  be  deemed 
to  be  personal  estate,  it  was  held  that  they  did  not  bear  the 
character  of  realty  so  as  to  make  a  bequest  of  them  specific.3 

By  a  canal  Act  the  shares  were  to  be  deemed  personal  property. 
The  canal  ran  through  the  dioceses  of  Worcester  and  Lichfield. 
The.  transfer  of  shares  and  payment  of  dividends  was  in 
Lichfield: — Held,  that  for  purposes  of  probate,  the  shares, 
being  personal  property,  might  be  considered  locally  situate 
in  Lichfield.4 

The  Court  will  grant  a  mandamus  to  a  canal  company  to 
enter  on  their  books  the  probate  of  the  will  of  a  shareholder, 
leaving  any  question  as  to  validity  of  probate  to  be  raised  by 
return  to  the  writ.5 

The  law  relative  to  canal  tolls,  and  the  rateability  of  canals 
and  canal  tolls,  is  fully  discussed  in  a  future  chapter.9 

II.  Water  Supply. 

Water  is  supplied7  to  the  public  (1)  By  companies  having  Water  supply 
parliamentary  powers ;    (2)  By  companies  which  have  no  such  JSida  <rf  ** 
parliamentary  authority  ;  or  (8)  By  local  authorities.8  bodies. 

(1)  In  the  case  of  companies  having  parliamentary  powers,  a  Companies 
special  Act  is  obtained,  with  which  it  is  customary  to  incorporate  mentary  * 
the  following  general  enactments: — The  Waterworks  Claims  Acts,  powers. 
1847  and  1868 ;  The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Acts,  1845, 


1  Edward*  v.  Hall,  6  Dc  G.,  M.  &  8. 
74.  The  shares  in  the  navigation  of  the 
Avon  under  statute  10  Anne  are  real 
estate  and  liable  to  dower  :  Bnckerldge 
v.  Ingram,  2  Ves.  J.  652  ;  53  R.  K.  220. 
See  House  v.  Chapman,  4  Ves.  542 ;  4 
R.  R.  292. 

2  Ex  parte  Jsi /tenth  ire  Canal  Co.,  1 
Dea.  &Ch.  411. 

3  ltohinson  v.  Additon,  2  Beav.  515  ; 
50  R.  R.  264. 

4  Ex  parte  Home,  7  B.  &  C.  682. 

5  MexY.  Worcester  Canal,  1  M.  &  R. 


529. 

6  See  pott,  Chap.  IX. 

'  The  law  relating  to  water  supply 
is  manifestly  too  wide  a  subject  to  be 
treated  exhaustively  in  a  work  like  the 
present.  The  reader  is  referred  for 
details  to  the  excellent  work  of  Messrs. 
Michael  &  Will  on  the  Law  relating  to 
Gas  and  Water  Supply  (2nd  edition, 
1877),  to  which  the  authors  are  in- 
debted for  most  of  the  materials  for 
this  section. 

8  Michael  &  Will,  p.  lvi. 
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1860  and  1869 ;  and  The  Companies  Clauses  Consolidation  Acts, 
1845,  1868  and  1869.1 
The  Water-  The  preamble  of  The  Waterworks  Clauses  Act,  1847  (10  &  11 

Act  lwz.11868  V^t*  c*  17)  ,3  states  that  it  is  expedient  to  comprise  in  one  Act 
sundry  provisions  usually  contained  in  Acts  of  Parliament 
authorizing  the  construction  of  waterworks  for  supplying  towns 
with  water,  and  that  as  well  for  avoiding  the  necessity  of 
repeating  such  provisions  in  each  of  the  several  Acts  relating 
to  such  undertakings  as  for  ensuring  greater  uniformity  in  the 
provisions  themselves. 

The  Act  extends  "  only  to  such  waterworks  as  shall  be 
"  authorized  by  any  Act  of  Parliament  hereafter  to  be  passed,5 
"  which  shall  declare  that  this  Act  shall  be  incorporated  there- 
"  with ;  and  all  the  clauses  of  this  Act,  save  so  far  as  they  shall 
"  be  expressly  varied  or  excepted  by  any  such  Act,  shall  apply 
"  to  the  undertaking  authorized  thereby,  so  far  as  the  same  shall 
"  be  applicable  to  such  undertaking,  and  shall,  with  the  clauses 
"  of  every  other  Act  which  shall  be  incorporated  therewith,  form 
"part  of  such  Act,  and  be  construed  therewith  as  forming  one 
"Act."  (Sect.  1.)  The  term  "special  Act  "  is  defined  (sect.  2) 
to  mean  "  any  Act  which  shall  be  hereafter  passed  authorizing 
"  the  construction  of  waterworks,  &c.  and  with  which  this  Act 
"  shall  be  incorporated."  By  the  same  section  the  word  "  pre- 
"  scribed,"  used  in  this  Act  in  reference  to  any  matter  herein 
stated,  shall  be  construed  to  refer  to  such  matter  as  the  same 
shall  be  prescribed  or  provided  for  in  the  special  Act,  and  the 
sentence  in  which  such  word  occurs  shall  be  construed  as  if 
instead  of  the  word  "prescribed"  the  expression  "prescribed 
"  for  that  purpose  in  the  special  Act "  had  been  used :  and  the 
expression  "  the  lands  and  streams'14  shall  mean  the  lands  and 
streams  of  water  which  shall,  by  the  special  Act,  be  authorized 
to  be  taken  or  used  for  the  purposes  thereof ;  and  the  expression 

1  Michael  &  Will,  p.  lvi.  application  is  incident  to  a  joint  stock 

*  An  Act  for  consolidating  in  one  Act  company  of  that  description :  II 'are  v. 

certain  provisions  usually  contained  in  Grand  Janei.  Water  G*.,  2  Buss.  &  M. 

Acts  authorizing  the  making  of  water-  470 ;  84  B.  R.  186. 

works  for  supplying  towns  with  water.  4  By  sect.  3,  "J*/»/*M  include  "mes- 

Sect.  12  does  not  empower  a  company  to  "suages,  lands,  tenements  and  heredita- 

execute  any  works  not  authorized  by  the  "  ments,  or  heritages  of  any  tenure ;  " 

special  Act :  Simpmw  v.  South  Stafford-  "  strertfus  "   include    '•  springs,    brooks, 


mire  Watertoork*  O*.,  1 1  Jur.,  N.  S.  453 ;  "  rivers,  and  other  running  waters."  The 

34  L.  J.,  Ch.  380.  Act  places  the  taking  of  streams  on 

*  The  Court  will  not  restrain  a  com-  the  same  footing  as  the  taking  of  land 

pany  from  applying  to  Parliament  for  a  under  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  18  ;  see  Ferrand  v. 

new  Act,  at  the  instance  of  a  share-  Bradford  {Mayor  of),  21  Beav.  412  ; 

holder,  as  a  right  of  making  finch  an  2  Jur.,  S.  S.  173. 
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"  the  undertaking  "  shall  mean  "the  waterworks  and  the  works 
"  connected  therewith  by  the  special  Act  anthorized  to  construct 
"  the  water  works." *  "  Water  rate  "is  defined  by  sect.  3  to  include 
"  any  rent,  reward  or  payment  to  be  made  to  the  undertakers 
"  for  a  supply  of  water." 
This  statute  was  amended  by  the  26  it  27  Vict.  c.  98,  The  Waterworks 

J  Clauses  Act, 

Watencorks  Clauses  Act,  1868,3  sect.  1  of  which,  after  reciting  the  1863. 
Act  of  1847,  states  that  "  sundry  provisions  of  the  like  nature, 
"  but  not  comprised  in  the  said  Act,  are  now  frequently 
"  introduced  into  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  waterworks,  and 
"  it  is  expedient  to  comprise  such  last-mentioned  provisions  also 
"  in  one  Act ;  "  and  sect.  2  of  which  provides  that  the  terms  used 
in  the  Act  shall  have  the  same  meaning  as  the  same  terms  when 
used  in  The  Waterworks  Clauses  Act,  1847,  and  the  provisions  as 
to  the  recovery  of  penalties  contained  therein  are  incorporated 
with  this  Act.3 

The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845 4   (8   Vict.  c.  18),  The  Lands 
consolidates  the  provisions  usually  introduced  into  Acts  relative  soHdatton  n 
to  the  purchase  of  land  for  public  purposes.     By  sect.  1,  it  Act» 1845- 
applies  "  to  every  undertaking  authorized  by  any  Act  which  shall 
"  hereafter  be  passed,  and  which  shall  authorize  the  purchase  or 
"  taking  of  lands  for  such  undertaking."     It  enacts  that  "  this 
"  Act  shall  be  incorporated  with  such  Act ;  and  all  the  clauses 
"  and  provisions  of  this  Act,  save  so  far  as  they  shall    be 
"expressly  varied  or  excepted  by  any  such  Act,  shall  apply 
"  to  the  undertaking  authorized  thereby,  so  far  as  the  same  shall 
"  be  applicable  to  such  undertaking,  and  shall,  as  well  as  the 


1  Sect.  3  defines  " waterworks"  to 
mean  4*  the  waterworks  and  works  con- 
nected therewith,  by  the  special  Act 
"authorized  to  be  constructed." 

*  An  Act  for  consolidating  in  one  Act 
certain  provisions  f  requcntly  inserted  in 
Acts  relating  to  Waterworks. 

*  By  sect.  1,  "The  two  Acts  may  be 
"cited  together  as  the  Waterworks 
"Clauses  Acts,  1847  and  1863."  For 
decisions  on  points  connected  with  these 
Acts,  cf.  Atkinson  v.  Gateshead  Water- 
works Co.,  2  Ex.  Div.  441  ;  46  L.  J.,  Ex. 
775  ;  36  L.  T.  761  ;  Bush  v.  Trowbridge 
Waterworks  Co.,  L.  R.f  10  Ch.  459  ; 
44  L.  J.,  Ch.  45  ;  33  L.  T.  137  ;  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Work*  v.  New  Hirer 

Co.,  37  L.  T.,X.  S.  124;  IJdaewore 
Highway  Board  v.  Colne  Valley  Water 
Co.,  46  L.  J..  Ch.  881) :  New  Hirer  Co.  v. 
Mather.  L.  \\.,  10  C.  I\  442;  44  L.  J., 


M.  C.  105  ;  32  L.  T.  638  ;  see  post,  note 
(4),  p.  314,  and  note  (1),  p.  8ltt.  See, 
too,  Hildrtih  v.  Adattison,  8  W.  It.  470. 
4  An  Act  for  consolidating  in  one  Act 
certain  provisions  usually  inserted  in 
Acts  authorizing  the  taking  of  lands  for 
undertakings  of  a  public  nature.  The 
preamble  states  the  expediency  of  com- 
prising in  one  general  Act  sundry  pro- 
visions usually  introduced  into  Acts  of 
Parliament  relative  to  the  acquisition 
of  lands  required  for  works  of  a  public 
nature,  and  to  the  compensation  to  be 
made  for  the  same,  "and  that  as  well 
"for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  neces- 
sity of  repeating  such  provisions  in 
"each  of  the  several  Acts  relating  to 
"such  undertakings,  as  for  insuring 
"greater  uniformity  in  the  piovisions 
"themselves."     (Sect.  1.) 
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The  Lands 
Clauses  Con- 
solidation 
Acts,  1860 
and  1869. 

The  Com- 
panies  Clauses 
Consolidation 

Acts. 


Rights  of 
water  com- 
panies. 


"  clauses  and  provisions  of  every  other  Act  which  shall  be 
"  incorporated  with  such  Act,  form  part  of  such  Act,  and  be 
"  construed  therewith  as  forming  one  Act."  Section  2  defines 
"  special  Act"  to  mean  "  any  Act  which  shall  be  hereafter  passed 
"  which  shall  authorize  the  taking  of  lands  for  the  undertaking 
"  to  which  the  same  relates,  and  with  which  this  Act  shall  be  bo 
"  incorporated  as  aforesaid ;  "  and  section  5  provides  the  form  in 
which  portions  of  the  Act  may  be  incorporated  with  other  Acts.1 

The  Acts  amending  this  enactment,  and  cited  with  it,  are  The 
Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Acts  0/I86O  ami  1869  (23  dc  24  Vict. 
c.  106,  and  82  and  S3  Vict.  c.  18). 

The  Companies  Clauses  Consolidation  Acts  of  1845,  1863,  and 
1869  (8  Vict.  c.  16,2  26  <£•  27  Vict.  c.  118,3  82*  c£-  83  Vict.  c.  48)4 
consolidate  the  law  regulating  the  constitution  of  companies 
incorporated  for  carrying  on  undertakings  of  a  public  nature. 

Of  the  powers  of  companies  incorporating  these  statutes,  the 
authors  of  "The  Law  relating  to  Gas  and  Water"  write: — 
"  Thus  authorized,  a  company  may  take  compulsorily  lands3  and 
"  streams,6  subject  to  the  provisions  and  restrictions  of  the  Lands 


1  "  Prescribed  "  is  defined  as  in  the 
Waterworks  Clauses  Act,  1847,  sect.  2. 
The  same  section  defines  "  the  work*  "  or 
"the  undertaking*"  to  mean  the  works 
or  undertakings  of  whatever  nature 
which  shall  by  the  special  Act  be 
authorized  to  be  executed,  and  "the 
"promoter*  of  the  undertaking "  to 
include  the  parties,  whether  company, 
undertakers,  commissioners,  trustees, 
corporations,  or  private  persons,  by  the 
special  Act  empowered  to  execute  such 
works  or  undertaking.  "  Laud ' '  includes 
"  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  and  here- 
"  ditameuts  of  any  tenure."  (Sect.  3.) 
By  sect.  6,  power  is  given  to  promoters 
of  undertakings  to  purchase  lands  by 
agreement,  and  sect.  7  enables  parties 
under  a  disability  to  sell  and  convey. 
For  decisions  on  points  connected  with 
these  Acts,  cf.  Stone  v.  Corporation  of 
Yeoril,  2  C.  1\  D.  99  ;  Bu*h  v.  Irow- 
bridge  Water  Co.,  L.  K.,  10  Ch.  459  ; 
Xorth  Eastern  Ilail.  Co.  v.  Elliot  %  6 
Jur.,  X.  S.  817 ;  Xeto  Hirer  Co.  v. 
Midland  fail.  Co.,  36  L.  T.,  N.  S.  529  ; 
see  note  (4).  p.  314,  and  note  (1),  p.  319. 

3  An  Act  for  consolidating  in  one  Act 
certain  provisions  usually  inserted  in 
Acts  with  respect  to  the  constitution  of 
companies  incorporated  for  carrying  on 
undertakings  of  a  public  nature. 

8  An  Act  for  consolidating  in  one  Act 
certain  provisions  frequently  inserted  in 


Acts  relating  to  the  construction  and 
management  of  companies  incorporated 
for  carrying  on  undertakings  of  a  public 
nature. 

4  An  Act  to  amend  the  Companies 
Clauses  Act,  1863. 

*  ••  Lands"  include  "mines"  :  Halli- 
day  v.  Mayor  of  Wakefield,  (1891)  App. 
Cas.  81.  As  to  meaning  of  "otner 
"  minerals,"  see  GUisgmc  QMayor  of)  v. 
Fa rie,  13  App.  Cas.  657  ;  58  L.  J.,  P.  C. 
33  ;  60  L.  T.  274. 

6  A  water  company,  who  were  autho- 
rized in  1869  by  their  Act  to  make  a 
reservoir  with  a  dam  across  a  stream, 
and  to  impound  all  the  waters  of  that 
stream  and  of  other  streams  then  flowing 
into  that  stream  above  the  dam,  have  the 
light  to  stop  any  person  from  diverting 
the  water  of  that  stream  or  its  tribu- 
taries above  the  dam,  but  not  to  stop  any 
person  using  water  above  who  had  a  right 
to  do  so  at  the  time  their  Act  was  passed. 

A  person  who  makes  an  artificial  cut- 
tingand  so  brings  water  to  a  stream  which 
did  not  go  there  before,  can  prima  faeie 
cut  it  off  if  he  chooses.  Brymbo  Water 
Co.  v.  letter's  lime  Co..  8  R.  329  (1894). 

There  is  no  penalty  for  taking  water 
from  an  unoccupied  house  under  the 
Waterworks  Acts:  Picrcy  v.  Pope,  45 
L.  T.  477  ;  30  W.  R.  60.  As  to  covenants 
for  supply  of  water  between  two  com- 
panies, see  Hartlepool  Gas  and  Water 
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"  Glauses  Act  in  exercising  Buch  powers.  The  undertakers  must 
"  make  to  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  and  all  other  parties 
"  interested  in  any  lands  or  streams  taken  or  used  for  the 
"  purposes  of  the  special  Act,  or  injuriously  affdfcted  by  the 
"  construction  or  maintenance  of  the  works  thereby  authorized, 
"  or  otherwise  by  the  execution  of  the  powers  thereby  conferred, 
"  full  compensation  for  the  value  of  the  lands  and  streams  so 
"  taken  or  used,  and  for  all  damage  sustained  by  such  owners, 
"  occupiers  and  other  persons  by  reason  of  the  exercise,  as  to 
"  such  lands  and  streams,  of  the  power  vested  in  the  under- 
"  takers."1  The  amount  of  the  compensation3  is  to  be  determined, 
and  the  payment  enforced  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  Lands 
Glauses  Consolidation  Acts.  For  the  purpose  of  constructing 
waterworks,  the  undertakers  may  enter  upon  the  lands  and  places 
described  on  the  plans3  and  in  the  books  of  reference,  and  may 
take  the  levels  and  set  out  parts  thereof,  and  dig  and  break  up 
the  soil,4  and  trench  and  sough  the  same,  and  renlove  and  use 
earth,  stone,  mines,  minerals,  trees,  and  other  things.  They  may 
sink  wells,3  make,  maintain,  alter,  or  discontinue  reservoirs, 
waterworks,  cisterns,  tanks,  aqueducts,  drains,  cuts,  sluices, 
pipes,  culverts,  engines,  and  other  works0  and  erect  buildings ; 


Co.v.West  Hartlepool  Harbour  JUy.  Co., 
12  L.  T.  366. 

1  Michael  &  Will,  pp.  lviii.  et  seq. 
The  introduction  contains  a  summary 
of  the  powers  aud  duties  of  water  com- 
panies. See  also  Consett  Water  Co.  v. 
Bitson,  22  Q.  B.  D.  702.  Mine  owners 
are  not  entitled  under  sect.  6  to  com- 
pensation for  the  prospective  prevention 
of  the  working  of  part  of  their  coal  by 
the  formation  of  a  reservoir  under  a 
sjKicial  Act.  inasmuch  as  though  the 
word  "lands"  includes  *'  mines"  the 
mine  owners  were  not  "  injuriously 
"affected"  within  the  meaning  of  the 
section  :  Ha  Ui day  v.  Mayor  of  Wake- 
field,  (1891)  App.  Cas.  81.  See  also 
St o fie  v.  Corporation  of  Yeoril,  2  C.  P.  D. 
M,post,  p.  819,  n.  (1). 

*  As  to  meaning  of  "  price  "  and  *'  com- 
"pensation"  under  a  special  Act,  see 
Stockton  and  Middlesboro*  Water  Board 
v.  Kirkleatham  Local  Board,  (1898) 
A.  C.  464  ;  62  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  356  ;  69  L.  T. 
661  ;  see  also  Blantyre.  v.  Batbie,  13 
App.  Cas.  631  (H.  L.  Sc). 

9  Errors,  misstatements,  and  wrong 
descriptions  of  any  lands,  streams,  or 
the  owners,  lessees,  or  occupiers  thereof, 
on  the  plans  or  books  of  reference  may 
be  corrected  before  the  justices  subject 


to  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the  Act. 
As  to  meaning  of  "plan"  see  East 
Moleitey  Local  Hoard  v.  Lambeth  Water- 
work*,  (1892)  3  Ch.  289;  62  L.  J.,  Ch. 
82  ;  67  L.  T.  493.  The  deposit  of  plans 
of  their  underground  works,  pursuant 
to  sect 8.  19  and  20  of  the  Waterworks 
Clauses  Act,  1847,  is  a  condition  pre- 
cedent to  the  right  of  a  company  incor- 
porated under  that  Act  to  recover  for 
injuries  caused  to  their  pipes  by  the 
ordinary  and  usual  workings  of  a  sub- 
jacent mine  :  South  Staffordshire  Water- 
work*  Co.  v.  Mason,  56  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  255  ; 
57  L.  T.  116;  sec  In  re  Corporation 
of  Dudley,  51  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  121  ;  L.  R..  8 
Q.  B.  D.  86. 

4  As  to  cutting  through  girders  of  a 
railway  bridge,  see  Glasgow  Corporation 
v.  Glasgow  and  8.  IF.  Bly.  Co.,  (1895) 
A.  C.  376 ;  64  L.  J.,  P.  C.  1 71 ;  72  L.  T. 
809 ;  Thompson  v.  Sunderland  Gas  Co., 
2  Ex.  D.  429. 

5  See  as  to  this  point,  South  Shields 
Waterworks  Co.  v.  Cookson,  15  L.  JM 
Ex.  315. 

6  These  words  include  surface  works, 
such  as  valve  covers ;  East  London 
Water  Co.  v.  St.  Matthew,  Bethnal 
Green,  17  Q.  B.  D.  475  ;  55  L.  J.,  Q.  B. 
571  ;  54  L.  T.  919. 
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they  may  also  divert  and  impound  water  from  the  streams 
mentioned  for  that  purpose  in  the  special  Act  or  the  plans  or 
books  of  reference,  and  alter  the  course  of  such  streams  not  being 
navigable,  and  take  such  waters  as  may  be  found  in  and  under 
or  on  the  lands  to  be  taken  for  constructing  the  works.  In  the 
exercise  of  these  powers,  the  undertakers  are  to  do  "  as  little 
"  damage  as  can  be ;  *  and  in  all  cases  where  it  can  be  done,  they . 
"  are  to  provide  other  watering  places,  drains,  and  channels  for  the 
"  use  of  adjoining  lands  in  place  of  any  such  as  shall  be  taken 
"  away  or  interrupted  by  them,  and  are  to  make  full  compensation 
"  to  all  parties  interested  for  all  damage  sustained  by  them 
"  through  the  exercise  of  such  powers.'12  Provision  is  made  for 
the  settlement  by  justices  of  differences  as  to  the  construction  of 
accommodation  works,  for  cases  where  the  undertakers  take  land 
containing  minerals  or  interfere  by  the  works  with  the  working 
of  mines,  and  for  the  mode  in  which  streets  are  to  be  broken  up* 
for  the  purposes  of  laying  pipes.4 


Rights  and 
liabilities  of 
water  com- 
panies. 


1  As  to  negligence  in  leaving*  sto(>cock 
box  uncovered,  see  Smith  v.  South  work 
tind  1  'auxhall  Co.,  53  J.  P.  424  ;  Chapman 
v.  Fylde  Waterworks  Co.,  (1894)  2  Q.  B. 
599  ;  64  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  15  ;  71  L.  T.  539  ; 
Moore  v.  Lambeth  Water  (b.,  17  Q.  B.  D. 
462  ;  Kemp  v. Worthing  Loeal  Board,  10 
Q.  B.  D.  118.  As  to  liability  for  escape 
of  water,  see  ante,  pp.  150  et  »eq. 

3  Michael  &  Will,  pp.  Iviii.  et  *eq. 
Unless  otherwise  authorized  by  their 
special  Act,  the  undertHkers  must  not 
deviate  from  the  line  of  the  works  laid 
down  in  the  plan  more  than  ten  yards 
when  constructing  their  waterworks,  nor 
may  they  lay  down  any  pipe  or  other 
work  in  any  land  not  dedicated  to  public 
use  without  the  consent  of  the  owners 
and  occupiers  thereof. 

3  As  to  sects.  48  and  52  of  10  &  11 
Vict.  c.  17,  on  this  point,  sec  Glarer  v. 
East  London  Waterworks,  1 6  W.  tt.  310 ; 
17  L.  T.,  X.  S.  475.  C.  1\  ;  and  as  to 
minerals,  see  JIndder*Jield  Corporation 
and  Jaeomb,  In  re,  17  L.  It.,  Eq.  476  ;  30 
L.  T..  N.  S.  78  ;  31  L.  T.,  N.  S.  466.  As 
to  breaking  up  a  private  road,  see  Hill 
v.  Wallasey  Loral  Hoard,  (1894)  1  Ch. 
133.  poxt,  p.  324,  n.  (3). 

4  Michael  &  Will,  pp.  Iviii.  et  seq.  For 
the  rights  and  duties  generally  of  bodies 
exercising  statutory  powers,  see  ante, 

Ep.  268  et  seq. ;  it  will  be  useful  here, 
owever,  to  note  some  of  the  leading 
decisions  relating  to  the  rights  and 
liabilities  of  water  companies  who. 
while  prevented  by  the  law  from  unduly 


trenching  on  the  rights  of  the  public, 
are  at  the  same  time  protected!  from 
harassing  actions  by  individuals  which 
otherwise  iuterfere  with  the  discharge 
of  their  functions.  The  mere  fact  that 
the  breach  of  a  statutory  duty  has  caused 
damage,  does  not  vest  a  right  of  action 
in  the  person  suffering  against  the  person 
guilty  of  the  breach.  Th  is  is  regulated  by 
the  wording  and  object  of  each  statute. 

In  AtkintNmv.  Gate*h*ttd  Water  Co., 
2  Ex.  Div.  441  ;  46  L.  J.,  Ex.  775  ;  36 
L.  T.  761.  the  plaintiff  brought  an 
action  for  damages  against  the  company 
for  not  keeping  their  pipes  charged  as 
required  by  their  Act,  whereby  his 
premises  were  burnt  down.  Under  the 
Waterworks  Clauses  Act.  1847,  the  com- 
pany were  bound — (1)  to  maintain  tire 
plugs,  sects.  33 — 43;  (2)  to  furnish  a 
sufficient  supply  of  water  for  certain 
public  purposes,  sect.  37  :  (3)  to  keep 
pipes  to  which  tiro  plugs  are  affixed  at 
a  certain  pressure  at  all  times,  and  to 
allow  all  persons  to  use  it  for  extinguish- 
ing fire  at  all  times,  without  payment, 
sect.  42  ;  (4)  to  supply  all  owners  with 
sufficient  water  for  domestic  purposes, 
sect.  35.  A  penalty  of  10/.,  of  which 
one-half  may  be  awarded  to  the  in- 
former, is  imposed  for  each  breach, 
and  for  breaches  of  duties  (2)  and 
(4)  they  are  to  forfeit  40/.  a  day,  sects. 
37  and  43  : — Held  (reversing  the  decision 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer),  that  the 
statute  gave  no  right  of  action.  Per 
Cockburn,  C.  J.."  If  any  person  is  injured 
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On  the  other  hand,  as  respects  the  rights  of  the  public,  ?ightsh^ 
"  Owners  and  occupiers  are  entitled  to  demand  a  supply  of  pure 


44  by  a  breach  of  such  duty,  he  must 
"  have  recourse  to  the  statutory  remedy, 
"and  cannot  maintain  an  action  for 
"damages."  See,  too,  Xew  Hirer  Co.  v. 
Johnson.  6  Jur.,  X.  S.  374  ;  Blagntre  v. 
Bristol  Waterworks  Co.,  1  H.  &  N.S69; 
26  L.  J..  Ex.  Ch.57  ;  Barber  v.  Xotting- 
ham  and  Grantham  Bail,  and  Canal  Co., 
15  0.  B.,  N.  S.  726  ;   33  L.  J.,  C.  P.  193. 

A  water  company  had  laid  mains 
along  a  turnpike  road  under  an  Act 
which  declared  the  soil  to  be  in  the 
owners  on  each  side.  On  an  action 
being  brought  by  a  firm  who  had  con- 
tracted with  K.,  owner  of  the  soil  on 
both  sides,  to  make  a  cut  through  the 
embankment  on  which  the  road  and 
pipes  were  carried  over  his  soil  for  the 
stoppage  of  their  works  by  an  escape  of 
water  from  the  company's  pipes ;  it  was 
held  that,  assuming  K.,  the  owner,  could 
have  maintained  an  action  against  the 
defendants  (as  to  which  the  Court  gave 
no  opinion),  the  plaintiffs  could  not. 
"If  we  did  so  (/.<?.  held  defendant 
"  liable),  we  should  establish  an  autho- 
"  rity  for  saying  that  in  such  a  case  as 
"  Fletcher  v.  11  glands,  the  defendant 
"  would  be  liable,  not  only  to  an  action 
"by  the  owner  of  the  drowned  mine, 
"and  by  6uch  of  his  workmen  as  had 
"  their  tools  destroyed,  but  to  an  action 
"  by  every  workman  employed  in  the 
"  mine,  who  in  consequence  of  its  stop- 
11  page  made  less  wages."  Blackburn,  J. ; 
Cattle  v.  Stockton  Water  Co..  L.  R.,  10 
Q.  B. 453;  44  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  139;  33  L.  T.  475. 

An  Act,  incorporating  the  Water- 
works Clauses  Act,  1847,  empowered 
the  Trowbridge  Water  Company  to 
divert  the  water  of  certain  springs 
forming  the  principal  supply  of  a  brook. 
The  owner  of  a  water  meadow  below 
through  which  the  brook  subsequently 
flowed,  alleged  by  bill  that  the  water 
was  materially  diminished,  and  prayed 
that  defendants  might  be  restrained  and 
compelled  to  treat  for  the  purchase  of 
her  interest  under  the  18th  clause  of 
the  Lands  Clauses  Act.  It  was  held, 
that  not  being  an  owner  of  anything 
"  taken  "  under  the  Act,  she  could  not 
compel  defendants  to  treat  for  purchase, 
and  her  proper  remedy  was  to  apply 
for  compensation  for  lands  injuriously 
affected.  James,  L.  J.,  said,.  "  I  am  of 
"opinion  that  it  is  impossible  in  any 
"  legal  or  other  sense  of  the  words  to 
"  say  that  she  was  the  owner  or  occupier 
"  of  anything  which  they  entered  on  or 
"  took.  They  entered  on  the  channel  or 
"bed  of   a  stream    somewhere    above 


"  plaintiff's  land,  and  there  they  took, 
"  by  way  of  .diversion,  water  for  purposes 
"of  their  waterworks,  which  water,  to 
"  put  the  case  in  the  highest  for  the 
"  plaintiff,  would  in  due  course,  if  they 
"  had  not  so  diverted  it,  have  gone  down 
"  to  her  land,  and  would  then  and  so 
"  long  as  it  was  over  her  land,  be  water 
"  of  which  she  was  the  owner  and 
"  occupier  in  the  sense  in  which  a  person 
"  is  the  owner  or  occupier  of  a  stream 
"  running  through  his  land,  that  is  to 
"  say,  the  water  would  have  then  become 
"  within  the  ownership,  and  to  some 
"extent,  within  the  occupancy  of  the 
'•  plaintiff.  But  when  it  was  intercepted 
"  by  defendants  just  as  if  it  had  been 
"  intercepted  by  any  other  riparian 
"  proprietor,  although  it  might  have 
"  become  part  of  her  property  the  water 
"  which  was  actually  intercepted  was 
"  not  her  proi>erty  : "  Bush  v.  Trow* 
bridge  Water  Cb..  L.  K.,  10  Ch.  459  ; 
44  L.  J.,  Ch.  45  ;  33  L.  T.  137.  See,  too, 
Simpson  v.  Sovth  Staffordshire  Water- 
works  (\>.,  11  Jur..  N.  S.  453 ;  34  L.  J., 
Ch.  380  ;  13  W.  It.  729  :  A.-G.  v.  Bristol 
Watencorks,  10  Ex. 884;  24  L.  J.,  Ex.  205. 
In  Waller  v.  Mayor  of  Manchester, 
6  H.  &  N.  667,  the  defendants  were 
empowered  to  construct  a  reservoir,  but 
were  not  to  divert  the  waters  of  the 
river  Etherow  till  it  was  completed. 
They  were  to  discharge  seventy-five 
cubic  feet  of  water  per  second  for  twelve 
hours  a  day  under  50/.  penalty,  and 
they  were  not  to  divert  any  water  from 
the  river  Etherow  till  they  had  com- 
menced to  discharge  seventy-five  feet 
per  second.  Defendants  made  a  reservoir 
which,  through  engineering  difficulties, 
was  never  completed,  but  they  diverted 
the  waters  of  the  river  Etherow  in  1857, 
and  supplied  certain  quantities  less 
than  seventy-five  feet.  In  I860,  the 
plaintiff,  a  mill-owner,  brought  an 
action — 1st  count,  for  diverting  the 
water ;  3rd  and  4th  counts,  claiming 
damages  from  the  defendants  for  not 
supplying  seventy-five  cubic  feet. — 
Defendants  paid  money  into  Court  as  to 
the  1st  count ;  as  to  the  3rd  and  4th 
they  pleaded  that  the  reservoir  had  not 
been  finished  so  as  to  make  it  their  duty 
to  supply  the  water: — Held,  that  the 
plea  was  good,  and  the  plaintiffs  were 
only  entitled  to  damages  for  the  diver- 
sion of  the  water,  and  not  for  the  non- 
discharge  of  seventy-five  feet  from  the 
reservoir.  "  The  plaintiffs  did  not  think 
"  fit  to  interfere  by  mandamus  or  injunc- 
tion, but  suffered  the  defendants  to 
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"  and  wholesome  water1  for  domestic  purposes,2  only  where  they 
"  have  laid  down  communication  pipes,  and  paid  or  tendered  the 
"  water  rate8  payable  in  respect  thereof.    Any  owner  or  occupier 


"intercept  the  water  for  more  than 
♦'six  years.  Under  the  circumstances 
"  plaintiffs  are  only  entitled  to  damages 
"  for  getting  less  water  from  the  natural 
11  stream.'1— Pollock,  C.  B. 

Sect.  43  of  the  Waterworks  Clauses 
Act,  1847  (10  &  11  Vict.  c.  17),  enacts 
that,  "if,  except  when  preveuted  as 
"aforesaid  (that  is  to  say,  by  frost, 
41  unusual  drought,  or  other  unavoidable 
"cause  or  accident,  or  during  necessary 
"repairs  (sect.  42)),  the  undertakers 
"neglect  or  refuse  to  furnish  to  any 
"owner  or  occupier  entitled  under  this 
"  or  the  special  Act  to  receive  a  supply 
11  of  water  during  any  part  of  the  time  for 
"  which  the  rates  for  such  supply  have 
"been  tendered,  they  shall  be  liable  to 
"  a  penalty  of  10/.,  and  shall  also  forfeit 
"  to  every  i>erson  having  paid  or  tendered 
"  the  rate,  the  sum  of  40*.  for  every  day 
"during  which  such  refusal  or  neglect 
"shall  continue  after  notice  in  writing 
"shall  have  been  given  to  the  nnder- 
"  takers  of  the  want  of  supply."  By 
sect.  74  of  the  same  statute,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  "  if  any  person  supplied  with 
"  water  neglect  to  pay  the  water  rate, 
"the  undertakers  may  stop  the  water 
"from  flowing  into  the  premises,  by 
"cutting  off  the  pipe  to  such  premises, 
"  or  by  such  means  as  the  undertakers 
"  shall  think  fit." 

A  tenant  of  premises  supplied  by  a 
company  with  water  having  failed  to 
pay  the  water  rate,  the  company,  under 
the  powers  conferred  on  them  by  sect.  74, 
severed  the  communication  with  their 
main  pipes.  A  subsequent  tenant  de- 
manded a  supply  of  water  for  the  same 
premises,  tendering  to  the  company  the 
current  quarter's  rate,  and  the  estimated 
expense  of  restoring  the  communication, 
but  the  company  refused  to  supply  the 
water  until  the  arrears  due  from  the 
former  tenant  were  paid.  A  magistrate 
having  convicted  the  company  under 
sect.  43  of  the  Act  for  such  refusal,  it  was 
held  that,  although  the  company  were  not 
warranted  in  refusing  to  supply  water  to 
the  incoming  tenant  until  the  arrears  due 
to  them  as  above  stated  were  paid,  they 
could  not  be  made  liable  to  the  penalties 
imposed  by  sect.  43  until  he  himself  had 
restored  the  communication  with  their 
main  pipes  :  Sheffield  Watcnoorks  Co.  v. 
Wilkinson,  4  C.  P.  D.  411.  See,  too, 
Pnrnell  v.  Wolrerhampton  Xew  Water- 
works  Co.,  10  0.  B.,N.  S.  576  :  Weale  v. 
IF.  Middlesex  Waierioorks  Co.,  1  J.  & 


W.  358  :  21  R.  R.  183  ;  West  Middlesex 
Waterworks  Co.  v.  Suerkrop,  4  C.  &  P. 
87  :  Cardiff  (Mayor  of)  v.  Cardiff 
Waterworks  (b.^  5  Jur.,  N.  S.  953  ; 
Bate  many.  Ashton-vnder-Lync,  27  L.  J.. 
Ex.  Ch.  458  ;  3  H.  k  N.  323 ;  see  also 
Industrial  Dieellings  Co.  v.  East  London 
Water  Co.,  58  J.  P.  430  ;  as  to  an  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  cutting  off  of  water  for 
non-payment  of  water  rate  see  Hay- 
tvara  v.  Bast  London,  Waterworks,  28 
Ch.  1).  138  ;  54  L.  J.,  Ch.  523.  and^wwf, 
p.  319  n.  (1). 

1  Where  under  bye-laws  made  under 
a  special  Act,  the  undertakers,  at  the 
consumer's  request  and  cost,  laid  down 
lead  service  and  communication  pipes 
between  their  mains  and  the  plaintiffs 
house,  which  pipes  were  entirely  under 
the  control  of  the  undertakers,  and  the 
water,  which  was  pure  and  wholesome, 
in  the  mains  became  contaminated  by 
the  lead  and  poisoned  the  plaintiff,  the 
House  of  Lords  held,  affirming  the 
Court  of  Anneal,  that  the  undertakers 
were  not  liable  :  Milne*  v.  Huddersjivld 
Corporation.  11  App.  Cas.  511  :  56  L.  J., 
Q.  B.  1  ;  55  L.  T.  617.  X  C.  in  Court 
of  Appeal.  12  Q.  B.  D.  443.  As  to  supply 
of  "  pure  and  wholesome  water  "  under 
a  contract  by  a  water  company,  see 
SJmw's  Water  Co.  v.  Greenock  Magis- 
trates, 2  Macq.,  H.  L.  151. 

2  As  to  what  are  **  domestic  purposes,'* 
see  Busby  v.  Chesterfield  Waterworks, 
El.  Bl.  &  El.  176  ;  27  L.  J..  M.  C.  174, 
and  ante,  Chap.  111.,  p.  121.  A  supply 
to  a  fixed  bath  held  to  be  water  for 
"domestic  purposes"  under  a  special 
Act  :  Wearer  v.  Cardiff  Corporation, 
48  L.  T.  906 :  held  not  to  be  water  for 
'•  domestic  purposes "  under  a  special 
Act  :  Walker  v.  Lambeth  Waterworks 
Co.,  63  L.  J.,  Ch.  374:  8  R.  622;  71 
L.  T.  75  (1894).  A  '-workhouse"  is 
a  house  entitled  to  a  supply  for  l,domes- 
"  tic  purposes  : "  Liskeard  Vnion  v. 
Liskeard  Watcnoorks  Co..  7  Q.  B.  D. 
505  ;  so  is  a  "  boarding  house  :  "  Fidgeon 
v.  Great  Yarmouth  Water  Co.,  (1901) 
K.  B.  D.,  18  T.  L.  R.  97  :  so  is  water 
supplied  to  a  school  swimming  bath. 
Barnard  Castle  District  Council  v. 
Wilson,  (1901)  2  Ch.  813. 

3  Sect.  3  of  10  &  11  Vict.  c.  17  defines 
41  water  rate  "  as  "  any  rent,  reward,  or 
"  payment  to  be  made  to  the  undertakers 
"  for  a  supply  of  water."  See  Sheffield 
Waterworks  Co.  v.  Wilkinson,  supra. 
With  regard  to   the   charges  of  water 
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"  wishing  to  have  water  from  the  waterworks  brought  into  his 
"  premises  is  empowered  by  the  Act  of  1847,  upon  paying  or 
"  tendering  the  portion  of  water  rate  in  respect  of  such  premises, 
"  by  that  or  the  special  Act  directed  to  be  paid  in  advance,  to 
"  open  the  ground  (having  first  obtained  the  consent  of  the  owners 
"  and  occupiers  thereof)  between  the  pipes  of  the  company  and  his 
"  premises,  and  lay  any  leaden  or  other  pipes  from  such  premises, 
"  to  communicate  with  the  pipes  of  the  undertakers  •  .  .  . 
"  The  connection  of  the  service  pipes  with  the  company's  pipes 
"  must  be  made  under  the  superintendence  of  their  surveyor,  and 
"  two  days'  notice  of  the  hour  and  day  when  such  connection  is 
"to  be  made,  must  be  given  to  the  company ....  Any 
"  person  who  either  has  laid  down  service  pipes,  or  has  become 
"  the  proprietor  of  them,  is  entitled  to  remove  the  same  at  any 
"  time  after  giving  six  days'  notice  in  writing  to  the  company ; 
"  and  he  must  make  compensation  to  the  company  for  any  injury 
"  or  damage  to  their  pipes  or  works  caused  by  such  removal. 
.  .  .  For  the  purpose,  whether  of  laying  or  of  removing  such 
"  service  pipes,  any  owner  or  occupier  is  entitled  to  open  or 


companies,  it  may  be  noted  here  that 

rent  has  been  held  to  mean  actual  value 

where  payment  of  rents  is   dependent 

on  it.    In  Sheffield  Water  Co.  v.  Bennett 

(L.  R.,  8  Ex.  196,  1873)  the  defendant 

was  the  owner  of  various  tenements, 

for  which   he  paid  poor  rates,  water 

rates,  &c.    By  their  Act  the  plaintiffs 

were  bound  to  supply  houses  within 

a  certain  district  with  water  at  following 

rate  per  annum — ix .,  where  the  rent  was 

71.,  at  not  exceeding  6  per  cent.    Held, 

that  in  estimating  the  rents,  defendant 

was  entitled  to  deduct  the  rates  so  paid  by 

him  (affirming  the  same  case  in  L.  K.,  7 

Ex.  409).   See,  too,  Sidebottom  v.  Glosmtp 

Reserroir,  1  Ex.611  (Ex.  Ch.)  :  Rook  v. 

Liverpool  (Mayor  of),  7  C.  B.,  X.  S.  240. 

"  Annual  value  "  and  "  annual  rack 

"  rent  or   value "  for  the  purposes  of 

water  rate  means  "  net  annual  value  "  or 

"  rateable  value,"  not  "  gross  estimated 

"rental:"    Dobbs    v.    Grand   Junction 

Waterworks  Co.,  9  App.  Cas.  49  ;53  L.  J., 

Q.  B.  50;  49   L.  T.    541;   Warrington 

Waterworks  Co.  v.  Longshaw,  9  Q.  B.  D. 

145  ;  51  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  498  ;  46  L.  T.  815. 

"  Annual  rack  rent  and  value  "  held  to 

mean  "gross  estimated  rental"  under 

the  Bristol  Waterworks  Acts,  1862,  1865 

(Bristol  Waterworks  Co.  v.  Vren,  15  Q. 

B.  D.  637;  64  L.  J.,M.  C.  97;  52  L.  T.655), 

and  the  Barnet  Gas  and  Water  Act.  1872 

(Steven*  v.  Bar  net  Gas  and  Water  Co.,  57 

L.  J.,  M.  C.  82).  Sec  also  as  to  "  voids" 


and  "owner  compounding  for  rates" 
Smith  v.  Birmingluim  Corporation,  11 
Q.  B.  D.  195;  52  L.  J.,  M.  C.  81 ;  49  I..  T. 
25  ;  as  to  annual  value  of  a  public-house 
see  West  Middlesex  Waterworks  Co.  v. 
Coleman,  or  Coleman  v.  Wert  Middlesex 
Watertcorks  Co.,  14  Q.  B.  D.  529;  54  L.  J., 
M.  C.  70  ;  62  L.  T.  578;  as  to  gardens 
see  Bristol  Waterworks  Co.  v.  I'ren,  15 
Q.  B.  D.  637;  54  L.  J.,  M.  C.  97;  52  L.  T. 
655;  Grand  Ju  net  ion  Waterworks  Co.  v. 
Davies,  (1897)  2  Q.  B.  209  ;  66  L.  J., 
Q.  B.  633  ;  76  L.  T.  833.  For  cases  as  to 
recovery  of  water  rates  see  East  London 
Water  Co.  v.  KyfRn,  (1895)  1  Q.  B.  55  ; 
64  L.  J.,  M.  C.  52  ;  15  R.  38  ;  71  L.  T. 
615  ;  East  London  Water  Company  v. 
Charles,  (1894)2  Q.  B.  780;  63  L.  J., 
M.  C.  209  ;  10  R.  435  ;  71  L.  T.  200  ;  East 
London  Water  Company  v.  Keller  man, 
(1892)  2  Q.  B.  72;  67  L.  T.  319;  Badeoek 
v.  Hunt,  22  Q.  B.  D.  145 ;  58  L.  J.,  Q.  B. 
134  ;  60  L.T.  314  ;  Chelsea  Water  fli.  v. 
Paulet,  52  J.  P.  724  :  Lea  v.  Abergavenny 
Improvement  Commissioner*,  16  Q.  B.  D. 
18  ;  53  L.  T.  728  ;  Rieliards  v.  West 
Middlesex  Water  a*.,  16  Q.  B.  D.  660  ; 
54  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  551  ;  Southend  Water  O*. 
▼.  Howard,  13  Q.  B.  D.  215;  Whiting  v. 
Ea«t  London  Water  Co.,  1  Cab.  &  E. 
331  ;  Direet  Spanish  Telegraph  Co.  v. 
Shepherd.  13  Q.  B.  D.  202 ;  53  L.  J.,  Q.  B. 
420  ;  51  L.  T.  124 ;  Slater  v.  Burnley 
Colouration,  59  L.  T.  636  ;  Colne  Valley 
Water  Co.  v.  Treherne,  50  L.  T.  617. 
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"  break  up  so  much  of  the  pavement  of  any  street  as  shall  be 
"  between  the  pipes  of  the  company  and  his  house,  building,  or 
"  premises,  or  any  sewer  or  drain  therein/'  but  doing  as  little 
damage  as  possible.  The  owners  of  all  dwelling-houses,  or  parts 
of  dwelling-houses,  occupied  as  separate  tenements,  where  the 
annual  value  does  not  exceed  101.,  are  liable  to  the  payment  of 
the  water  rates,  instead  of  the  occupiers  thereof.1 

Farts  of  towns  and  districts  not  supplied  with  water  are 
empowered  to  demand  a  supply  from  companies  under  the 
Act  of  1847,  if  they  comply  with  certain  regulations ;  and  a 
penalty  is  imposed  on  the  company  on  their  neglect  or  refusal  to 
supply.2  The  undertakers  are  bound  to  keep  a  supply  of  water 
for  public  purposes,  such  as  fire  plugs,3  cleansing  sewers,  drains, 
&c,  and  for  supplying  public  pumps.  They  are  also  authorized 
to  provide  a  supply  for  trade  and  other  purposes ;  and  special 
regulations  are  made  for  the  case  where  companies  are  employed 
to  supply  by  meter.4  The  Act  of  1847  entitles  them  to  the 
payment  of  water  rates  by  those  requiring  a  supply  of  water ; 
but  it  also  strictly  limits  their  profits.5  By  both  the  Water- 
works Clauses  Acts,  the  waste  of  water  is  prohibited  by  strict 
provisions.1  The  undertakers  are  required  to  keep  a  copy  of 
their  special  Act  at  their  office,  and  to  deposit  another  with  the 


1  Michael  &  Will,  pp.  Iviii.  et  seq. 
See  Ward  v.  Folkestone  Water  C\).,  24 
Q.  B.  D.  334;  62  L.  T.  321,  as  to  screw- 
down  valves  to  prevent  waste.  As  to 
**  unoccupied  houses  "  under  this  section 
see  British  Empire  Assurance  Co.  v. 
Stint htcark  and  Yauxhnll  (o.,  59  L.  T. 
321  :  East  London  Water  Co.  v.  Foulkc*. 
(1894)  1  Q.  B.  819  ;  10  R.  243. 

s  As  to  exemption  of  a  company  on 
account  of  drought  or  unavoidable  cause 
see  Industrial  Dwelling*  Co,  v.  East 
London  Water  Co.,  58  J.  P.  430 ;  and 
ante,  p.  316,  note. 

3  As  to  this  see  Reg.  on  the  prosecution 
of  the  Well*  Urban  Sanitary  Authority 
v.  WelU  Water  Of.,  55  L.  T.  188;  Grand 
Junction  Waterworks  Co.  v.  Brentford 
Loral  Board,  2  Q.  B.  735  ;  63  L.  J.,  Q.  B. 
717;  9R.  788;  71  L.  T.  240. 

4  As  to  supply  by  meter  of  water  for 
other  than  domestic  purjKjees  and  mean- 
ing of  "  any  consumer  of  water/1  and  of 
"  dwelling-house  "  under  the  New  River 
Co.'s  Act,  1852,  see  Cooke  v.  New  Hirer 
Co.,  14  App.  Cas.  698;  59  L.  J.,Ch.  333  ; 
61  L.  T.  816 :  see  also  as  to  meters  for 
baths,  Site/field  Water  Co.  v.  Bingham, 
25  Ch.  D.  443  ;  52  L.  J.,  Ch.  624  ;  48  L. 
T.  604  ;  Sheffield  Water  Co.  v.  Carter,  8 


Q.  B.  D.  632  ;  51  L.  J..  M.  C.  97.    By 

sect.  41  of  the  New  River  Company's 
Act,  the  company  shall  at  the  request 
of  any  consumer  of  water  for  purposes 
other  than  those  in  respect  of  which 
rates  are  charged  afford  a  supply  by 
means  of  a  meter,  and  charge  the 
same  at  certain  limited  rates.  The 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  demanded 
a  supply  of  water  by  meter  to  water  the 
Victoria  Embankment  during  one-third 
of  the  year  only : — Held,  that  the 
defendants  were  not  bound  to  supply  it 
at  the  limited  rates,  but  might  claim 
rates  fixed  by  sect.  37  of  the  Water- 
works Clauses  Act,  1847  :  Metrojfolitan 
Board  of  Works  v.  JYew  Biter  Co.,  37 
L.  T.,  N.  S.  124. 

6  It  is  provided,  '•  that  the  profits  to 
*'  be  divided  among  the  undertakers  in 
"any  year  shall  not  exceed  10  percent. 
"  on  the  paid-up  capital,  unless  a  larger 
"  dividend  be  at  any  time  necessary  to 
"  make  up  the  deficiency  of  any  previous 
"  dividend  which  shall  have  fallen  short 
"  of  that  rate :  "  Michael  &  Will,  p. 
lxviii.  Shares  in  waterworks  are  a 
legal  estate  and  corporate  inheritance  : 
Towns* nd  v.  Ash,  3  App.  Cas.  336. 


WATER   SUPPLY. 


319 


clerk  of  the  peace  or  sheriff  clerk  as  aforesaid,  for  the  inspection 
of  all  persons  interested  therein.1 


1  Some  of  the  principles  regulating 
the  duties  of  water  companies  may  be 
here  conveniently  noticed.  It  is  a 
primary  duty  where  persons  are  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament  incorj>orated  for  a 
special  purpose  with  full  powers  for 
executing  it,  that  the  body  thus  created 
should  from  time  to  time  "take  measures 
to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  any  incon- 
venience or  injury  which  the  effecting 
such  purpose  may  occasion,  not  only  in 
the  original  execution  of  the  necessary 
works,  but  at  recurring  intervals. 

Thus,  where  a  company  incorporated 
for  supplying  mill-owners  on  the  Bann 
were  empowered  to  make  a  reservoir, 
and  to  send  the  water,  when  necessary, 
down  a  special  channel,  and  also  to  enter 
on  the  lands  of  different  streams,  and  to 
scour  the  channels,  it  was  held,  that 
they  were  responsible  for  damage  caused 
by  an  overflow  arising  from  their  neglect- 
ing to  keep  the  special  channels  scoured, 
since  they  were  bound  under  the  Act  to 
see  that  the  due  execution  of  their  works 
should  not  be  injurious  to  the  lands  on 
the  banks  of  the  channel  :  Geddi*  v. 
Bann  Re*erroir,  3  App.  Cas.  430  (H.  L. 
Ir.)  ;  see  ante,  p.  269. 

So,  too,  it  is  incumbent  (under  the 
Waterworks  Clauses  Act,  1847.  sect.  31) 
on  a  water  company  intending  to  break 
up  roads  to  communicate  beforehand 
the  plan  to  the  road  authority,  and  this 
is  sufficient  to  enable  the  road  authority 
to  judge  whether  it  requires  any  modifi- 
cation, and  it  rests  with  the  water  com- 
pany, in  case  of  its  disapproval,  to  apply 
for  the  determination  of  two  justices 
before  proceeding  to  commence  opera- 
tions:  Edgenwre  Highway  Bttard  v. 
Colne  Valley  Water  C\k,  46  L.  J.f  Ch.  889. 

With  regard  to  questions  of  compen- 
sation for  injuries  to  land  which  may 
arise  with  reference  to  the  Lands 
Clauses  Act,  1845,  a  company  would 
appear  to  be  bound  by  the  terms  of 
their  agreement,  even  though  they  fail 
to  carry  them  out  in  entirety.  On  this 
point  Stone  v.  Corporation  of  Yeovil 
(2  C.  P.  D.  99)  is  instructive.  There 
the  defendants,  a  water  company,  were 
empowered  by  an  Act  incorporating  the 
Lands  and  Waterworks  Clauses  Acts  to 
take,  use  and  divert  certain  streams, 
and,  amongst  others,  that  of  the  plain- 
tiff, a  mill-owner.  Defendants  gave 
plaintiff  notice  of  their  intention  to 
take  all  the  stream,  but  actually  took 
half  only.  To  a  statement  of  claim  by 
the  plaintiff  for  9392.  permanent  dam- 
ages awarded  to  him  by  a  surveyor  for 


the  abstraction  of  the  whole  stream,  the  Duties  of 
defendants  demurred,  on  the  ground  \yater 
that  they  had  no  power  to  agi*ee  to  Companies, 
make  compensation  for  all  the  stream, 
but  only  for  such  damage  as  was  done 
from  time  to  time.  It  was  held,  how- 
ever (affirming  the  decision  in  the  Com- 
mon Pleas  Division),  that  they  had  such 
power,  and  that,  having  given  notice  of 
an  intention  to  purchase  the  whole, 
they  were  bound  to  make  compensation 
at  once  for  all  the  interest  of  the  mill  in 
the  stream.  It  was  further  held  that, 
if  the  case  was  to  be  considered  as  one  of 
injuriously  affecting  property,  the  state- 
ment showed  a  good  agreement  by  a 
limited  owner  for  permanent  injury 
under  sects.  9  and  68. 

In  cases  of  disputes  regarding  the  pay- 
ment of  rates,  sect.  68  of  the  Waterworks 
Clauses  Act,  1 84 7,  provides  that  the  ques- 
tion of  annual  value  is  to  be  determined 
by  two  justices.  This  provision,  would 
appear  to  override  anything  to  the  con- 
trary in  any  private  Act  incorporating  it. 
Sect.  46  of  the  New  River  Act,  which  in- 
corporates the  Waterworks  Clauses  Act, 
enacted  "  that  nothing  in  this  Act,  or  any 
"  Act  incorporated  therewith,  is  to  pre- 
"  vent  the  company  from  recovering  any 
"  sum  not  exceeding  50/.,  due  as  water 
14  rates,  &c,  by  an  action  as  provided." 
But  it  was  held  in  The  New  llicer  Co. 
v.  Matlier  (L.  it.,  10  C.  P.  442;  44 
L.  J.,  M.  C.  105  ;  32  L.  T.  658),  that 
where  a  bond  fide  dispute  as  to  value 
arises,  the  company,  before  they  can 
sue,  must  obtain  a  decision  of  justices ; 
and  ante,  p.  314.  n.  (4). 

Closely  connected  with  the  duty  incum- 
bent on  companies  to  prevent  injury, 
noticed  above,  is  the  question  of  respon- 
sibility for  mischief  caused  through  negli- 
gence ;  ante,  pp.  150  et  *eq.,  268  et  seq. 

In  an  action  against  a  water  company 
for  so  managing  their  pipes  that  they 
burst,  and,  water  escaping,  injured  the 
plaintiff's  premises,  it  was  shown  that 
there  was  an  extraordinary  frost,  and 
that  the  turncock  had  examined  the 
plug,  aud  uacked  it  with  straw  and  ice 
on  the  29th  November  :  it  was  doubtful, 
however,  whether  he  had  looked  at  it 
after.  It  burst  on  the  29th  December. 
Held,  that  there  was  some  evidence  of 
negligence  to  go  to  the  jnry  :  Steggles  v. 
Sew  Hirer  Co.,  13  W.  R.  413. 

In  Harrison  v.  Great  Northern  Bail. 
Co.  (10  Jur.,  N.  S.  992)  the  defendants 
were  charged  with  the  duty  of  repair- 
ing a  drain,  the  outlet  of  which  was  in 
a  channel  under  the  management  of 
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Companies 
having  no  pa r- 
liamentary 
powers. 


Such  are  a  few  of  the  main  provisions  relating  to  companies 
having  parliamentary  powers.     We  go  on  to  notice  more  briefly — 

(2)  Companies  having  no  parliamentary  powers. — Where  such 
bodies  undertake  to  supply  water  it  is  to  be  noted  that  they  lay 
their  pipes  in  streets  and  public  ways  at  their  peril,  being  liable 


commissioners  tiound  to  keep  it  clear, 
and  of  certain  dimensions.  Owing  to  an 
extraordinary  rainfall,  the  drain  burst, 
and  it  was  held  that  defendants  were 
liable,  although  there  was  an  obligation 
on  others  which  they  did  not  perform ; 
PoUock,  C.  B..  observing,  inter  alia,  that 
*'  there  was  nothing  in  the  matter  of  so 
"extraordinary  a  character  as  that  the 
';  defendants  were  not  bound  to  antici- 
''pate  it.  The  storm,  though  unusual 
**  and  extraordinary  in  a  sense,  yet  as 
"happening  once  a  year,  or  in  a  few 
"  years,  was  not  unusual.  This  is  not  a 
"  case  of  a  sudden  wrong  done  by  others 
44  in  stopping  the  outlet.  It  is  a  per- 
"  manent  long-continuing  state  of  things 
uwRich  it  was  the  duty  of  defendants 
u  to  guard  against." 

In  order  to  meet  the  charge  of  negli- 
gence, a  plea  must  be  express  and  not 
too  general.  Thus  where  damages  were 
claimed  by  a  plaintiff  from  the  East 
London  Waterworks  Company  for  ne- 
glect in  supplying  him  witli  water,  they 
being  bound,  under  sect.  7i)  of  their  Act, 
to  supply  water  by  measure  at  the  re- 
quest of  owners  of  premises  for  purposes 
other  than  those  in  respect  of  which 
rates  were  paid,  it  was  pleaded  by  the 
company : 

1st.  That  the  fire-plug  in  the  main 
pipe  was  open  to  put  out  a  fire. 

2nd.  That  they  were  prevented  by  an 
unavoidable  accident. 

It  was  held  on  demurrer  that  the  first 
plea  was  a  good  answer,  but  the  second 
was  bad,  as  too  general :  Camphrll  v. 
East  London  Waterworks,  26  L.  T., 
N.  S.  475. 

Where,  however,  a  water  company 
have  observed  the  directions  in  their  Act 
of  Parliament  in  laying  down  their 
pipes,  they  are  not  liable  for  an  escape 
of  water  not  caused  by  their  own 
negligence,  and  the  fact  that  their 
precautions  were  not  sufficient  in  an 
exceptional  circumstance  (as,  for  in- 
stance, a  winter  of  extreme  cold,  such 
as  no  man  could  have  foreseen)  will  not 
render  them  so :  Bhjth  v.  Birmingham 
Water  Co.,  11  Ex.  781.  As  to  rt>  major, 
see  ante,  pp.  150  et  sea. 

Again,  no  action  at  common  law  lies 
against  the  owner  of  land  by  a  person 
who  has  strayed  from  the  public  high- 
way, and  fallen  into  a  reservoir  or  any 


excavation  near  to  but  not  substantially 
adjoining  it  :  Hardcastle  v.  South  York 
Bail.  Co.,  4  H.  A:  N.  67. 

A  company  claiming  a  statutory 
power  to  take  land  compulsorily  is 
bound  to  prove  distinctly  from  the  Act 
of  Parliament  the  existence  of  the 
power,  and  where  there  is  a  doubt,  the 
landowner  is  to  have  the  benefit  of  it. 
When,  as  is  often  the  case,  a  special  Act 
incorporates  a  general  Act,  it  is  to  the 
special  Act  that  reference  must  be  made 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  contract  be- 
tween the  landowner  and  the  company.  A 
water  com)>any  incorporated  by  a  special 
Act  incorporating  the  Lands  and  Water* 
works  Clauses  Acts  deposited  plans  show- 
ing their  intention  to  make  a  tunnel 
through  the  plan  tiffs  land  forty-five  feet 
below  the  surface.  They  also  claimed  to 
hold  the  land  permanently  for  other  pur- 
poses, namely,  to  erect  steam  engines  and 
sink  wells.  Held,per  Lord  West  bury,  L.C.r 
they  were  not  entitled  to  do  so  :  Simp- 
son v.  South  Staffordshire  Watenoorks^ 
11  Jur.,  N.  S.  453 ;  34  L.  J.,  Ch.  380. 

It  ma}'  be  convenient  to  note  here  that 
the  principle  that  a  grantor  knowing 
the  purposes  for  which  his  conveyance 
is  accepted  cannot  derogate  therefrom, 
applies  to  a  compulsory  sale  by  Act  of 
Parliament ;  but  that  such  principle 
does  not  apply  to  an  accidental  state  of 
circumstances,  such  as  the  flooded  state 
of  a  mine  at  the  time  of  the  conveyances : 
.V.  E.  Bail.  Co.  v.  Elliot,  6  Jur.,  N.  8. 
817  ;  10  H.  L.  Cas.  333. 

It  would  ap)>ear  that  a  water  com- 
pany has  no  right  to  interfere  with  the 
sale  of  water  for  a  profit  so  supplied  by 
them  to  a  township,  where  the  agree- 
ment merely  statea  that  the  company 
should  supply  not  more  than  75,0(X> 
gallons,  nor  less  than  25,000,  and  the 
township  took  more  than  25,000  gallons,, 
and  sold  the  surplus ;  Halifax  v.  &«it- 
hill,  31  L.  T.,  N.  S.  6. 

It  has  been  decided  that  a  water  com- 
pany has  no  claim  to  compensation 
for  interest  in  land  under  sect.  68  of  the 
Lands  Clauses  Act,  1845,  because  their 
pipes  are  laid  under  such  land  :  New 
Birer  Co.  v.  Midland  Rail.  Co.,  36  L.  T., 
N.  S.  539.  See,  too,  Ward  v.  Wolver- 
hampton Waterworks  Co.,  41  L.  J.,  Ch. 
308  :  Clo:rts  v.  Staffordshire  Potterie* 
Waterworks  Co.,  27L.  T.,  N.  S.  521. 
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to  an  indictment1  or  action  for  damages,  joined  with  a  claim  for 
an  injunction  at  the  instance  of  any  individual  whenever  they 
break  up  or  obstruct  a  highway.2  They  have  also  no  power  to 
acquire  lands  and  water,  or  to  levy  tolls  or  charge  rates  or  rents, 
save  by  agreement.3 

Both  projected  companies  and  those  already  existing8  can, 
however,  by  means  of  The  Gas  and  Water  Facilities  Act,  1870 
(33  d-  34  Vict.  c.  70),4  obtain  certain  powers  for  supplying  water. 

Sect.  3  provides  that  the  Act  may  apply  where  powers  are 
required  "  to  construct  or  to  maintain  and  continue  waterworks 
"  and  works  connected  therewith,  or  to  supply  water  in  any 
"  district  within  which  there  is  not  an  existing  company,  corpora- 
"  tion,  body  of  commissioners,  or  person  empowered  by  Act  of 
"  Parliament  to  construct  such  works  and  to  supply  water " 
(sub-sect.  2).  By  sub-sect.  3  additional  capital  can  be  raised 
for  any  of  these  purposes,  and  under  sub-sect.  4,  "  two  or  more 
"  companies  or  persons  duly  authorized  to  supply  gas  or  water 
"  in  any  district,  or  in  adjoining  districts/'  may  "  enter  into 
"  agreements  jointly  to  furnish  such  supply,  or  to  amalgamate 
"  their  undertakings."  Lastly,  by  sub-sect.  5,  "  two  or  more 
"  companies  or  persons  supplying  gas  or  water  in  any  district,  or 
"  in  adjoining  districts,"  can  be  authorized  "  to  manufacture  gas 
"or  to  supply  water,  and  to  enter  into  agreements  jointly  to 
"  furnish  such  supply  and  to  amalgamate  their  undertakings." 
"  Such  purposes,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  as  the  case  may 
"  be,  shall,  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  be  deemed  to  be  included 
"  in  the  term  'gas  undertaking,'  or  'water  undertaking,'  according 
"  as  the  same  relate  to  the  supply  of  gas  or  water ;  provided  that 
"  any  gas  or  water  company  empowered  as  aforesaid  may  apply 
"  for  and  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  of  this  Act  within  their 
"  own  districts  respectively." 

Provisional  orders  (to  be  subsequently  confirmed  by  Parliament 
(sect.  9) )  can  be  obtained  in  any  district  by  any  company,  asso- 
ciation, or  person  for  carrying  out  the  above  purposes  (sect.  4), 
the  Board  of  Trade  being  empowered  to  consider  any  application 

1  Beg.  v.  Longton  Oas  Co.,  2  El.  &  El.  Be  Beers  Consolidated  Mines,  (1897) 
651  ;  Preston  (Mayor  of)  v.  Fulwood  App.  Cas.  515  ;  66  L.  J.,  P.  C.  108  ;  77 
Board,  57  L.  T.  719.  L.  T.  117,  P.  C. 

2  Ooodson  v.  Richardson,  L.  R.,  9  Ch.  4  "  An  Act  to  facilitate  in  certain 
221.  "  cases  the  obtaining  of  powers  for  the 

8  Michael  &  Will,  p.  lvi. ;  as  to  an  "  construction  of  Gas  and  Waterworks, 
agreement  to  purchase  water  for  mining  "  and  for  the  supply  of  Gas  and  Water," 
purposes,  see  Kimberley    Water  Co.  v. 

L.W.  21 
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Local  autho- 
rities supply- 
ing water. 

10  &  11  Vict, 
c.  34. 

11  &  12  Vict. 
c.63. 


21  &  22  Vict. 
c.98. 


or  objection  thereto  (sect.  6),  and  if  it  be  deemed  expedient  to 
make  the  provisional  order.  The  Waterworks  Clauses  Acts,  1847 
and  1863,  and  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Acts  of  1845  and 
1860,  are,  by  sect.  10,1  to  be  incorporated  with  such  provisional 
order,  save  where  varied  thereby. 

This  enactment  was  amended  by  86  <£  87  Vict  c.  89  (The  Gas 
and  Waterworks  Facilities  Act,  1870,  Amendment  Act,  1878),9  by 
sect.  12  of  which  the  Board  of  Trade  may  amend  and  extend  or 
vary  provisional  orders,  and  by  sect.  15  of  which  the  Act  is  not 
to  extend  to  the  metropolis  as  defined  by  The  Metropolis  Manage- 
ment  Act,  1855.     It  remains  to  notice  a  few  points  respecting — 

(8)  IakoI  authorities  empowered  to  supply  water. — 10  Jc  11  Vict, 
c.  84  (The  Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act,  1847) ,8  made  some 
provision  in  this  respect  (sects.  121 — 124),  and  incorporated  The 
Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845  (sect.  19).  It  was,  how- 
ever, superseded  as  regards  water  by  11  <&  12  Vict.  c.  68  (The 
Public  Health  Act,  1848),  under  which  local  authorities  were 
empowered  under  certain  circumstances  and  conditions  to  supply 
their  districts  with  a  proper  and  sufficient  supply  of  water  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Act,  and  might,  for  that  purpose,  contract 
from  time  to  time  with  any  person  whomsoever,  or  purchase, 
take  on  lease,  hire,  construct,  lay  down  and  maintain  such  water- 
works, and  do  and  execute  all  such  works,  matters  and  things 
as  may  be  necessary  for  those  purposes  (sects.  75 — 80).  Local 
authorities  might,  by.  agreement,  purchase  land,  and  the  Act 
incorporated  The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845  (sect.  48), 
excepting  such  enactments  as  related  to  the  purchase  and  taking 
of  lands  otherwise  than  by  agreement.4 

These  powers  were  supplemented  by  21  dt  22  Vict.  c.  98  (The 
Local  Government  Act  o/1858),6  which  (by  sect.  75)  incorporated 
the  whole  of  the  Lands  Glauses  Consolidation  Act,  except  the 
provisions  relating  to  access  to  the  special  Act ;  and  provided  the 


1  Cf.  sect.  1  of  33  &  34  Vict.  c.  70. 
Sect.  10  excepts,  so  far  as  regards  the 
incorporation  of  the  Lands  Clauses  Con- 
solidation Acts,  the  provisions  (1)  with 
respect  to  the  purchase  and  taking  of 
lands,  otherwise  than  by  agreement ;  and 
(2)  with  respect  to  the  entry  upon  lands 
by  the  promoters  of  the  undertaking. 

2  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  provisions  of 
44  the  Gas  and  Waterworks  Facilities  Act, 
44 1870." 

*  "An  Act  for  consolidating  in  one 
44  Act  certain    provisions  usually  con- 


44  tained  in  Acts  for  paving,  draining, 
44  cleansing,  lighting,  and  improving 
44  towns." 

*  Cf.  Michael  &  Will,  p.  lxviii. 

*  44An  Act  to  amend  the  Public 
44  Health  Act,  1848,  and  to  make  further 
44  provisions  for  the  local  government  of 
44  towns  and  populous  places."  Sects.  51 
— 53  deal  specially  with  water.  The  Act 
was  amended  by  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1858,  Amendment  Act,  1861  (24  & 
25  Vict.  c.  61). 


WATER   SUPPLY. 


328 


c.  90 

37  &  38  Vict. 


C.  OO. 


machinery  for  enabling  local  authorities  to  pot  in  force  the 
powers  of  that  Act,  as  regards  the  compulsory  acquiring  of  land, 
by  obtaining  a  provisional  order,  to  be  afterwards  confirmed  by 
Parliament.  This  Act  was  further  amended  by  24  &  25  Vict, 
c.  61. 

The  Sanitary  Acts  of  1866   and    18741  extended   to  sewer  29&30Vict. 
authorities  the  powers  given  to  local  boards ;  the  latter  statute 
incorporating  the  powers  of  the  Lands  Glauses  Act,  and  autho-  c- 89- 
rizing  sanitary  authorities  to  purchase,  either  within  or  without 
their  districts,  any  land  covered  with  water,  or  any  water,  or 
right  to  take  or  convey  water9  (sects.  81 — 88). 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1875  (88  A  89  Vict.  c.  55),  amended  by  38  &39  Vict. 
Tlic  Public  Health  Act,  1878  (41  dt  42  Vict.  c.  25),  repeals  all  the 
statutes  noticed  above,   consolidating,  and,  in  some  respects 
amending,  the  law.8 

By  sect.  51,  urban  authorities  may  provide  their  district  or 
any  part  thereof,  and  any  rural  authorities  may  provide  their 
districts  or  any  contributory  place  therein,  or  any  part  of  such 
place,  with  "  a  supply  of  water  proper  and  convenient  for  public 
"  and  private  purposes,"  and  for  these  purposes  or  any  of  them 
may— 

(1)  Construct  and  maintain  waterworks,  dig  wells,4  and  do  all 
other  necessary  acts ; 

(2)  Take  on  lease  or  hire  any  waterworks,  and,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  purchase  any  water- 
works or  any  water  or  right  to  take  or  convey  water  either  within 
or  without  their  district,  and  any  rights,  powers,  and  privileges 
of  any  water  company ;  and 

(8)  Contract  with  any  person  for  a  supply  of  water.6 


1  29  &  30  Vict.  c.  90,  Sanitary  Act, 
1866  (as.  11—13)  ;  37  &  38  Vict.  c.  89, 
the  Sanitary  Law  Amendment  Act,  1874. 

2  But  the  compulsory  powers  of  pur- 
chase contained  in  the  said  Lands 
Clauses  Act  shall  not  be  exercised, 
except  in  pursuance  of  a  provisional 
order  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
(sect.  33). 

*  Michael  &  Will,  pp.  lxxiv. — lxxxiii. 

4  As  to  Public  Wells,  see  ante,  p.  178. 

6  Their  powers  are,  however,  limited  in 
that  where  there  exists  a  water  company 
empowered  by  Act  of  Parliament,  or  any 
order  confirmed  by  Parliament,  to  supply 
water  within  the  district  of  the  local 
authority,  and  exercising  such  powers 
within  the  limits  of  their  special  Act, 


local  authorities  must  give  written 
notice  to  any  such  water  company, 
within  whose  limits  of  supply  they  are 
desirous  to  supply  water,  before  begin- 
ning to  construct ;  and  so  long  as  any 
company  are  able  and  willing  to  supply 
water,  proper  and  sufficient  for  all 
reasonable  purposes  for  which  it  is 
required  by  the  local  authority,  it  is 
not  lawful  for  the  latter  to  construct 
any  waterworks  within  such  limits 
(sect.  52). 

A  local  authority  may,  notwithstand- 
ing sect.  52  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875,  construct  and  use  waterworks 
for  the  supply  of  water  for  their  use 
only  in  the  district  of  a  water  company 
able  and  willing  to  supply  such  water. 

21—2 
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Local  authorities  are  given  full  powers  (sects.  175 — 181)  to 
purchase  lands  and  easements  by  agreement,  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Act,  either  within  or  without  their  districts,  but  must  obtain 
a  provisional  order  for  the  purpose  (sect.  176),  unless  they  have 
acquired  by  agreement  the  necessary  lands  and  easements  for 
their  waterworks;1  and  in  order  to  do  this  they  must  publish 
the  same  notices  by  advertisement  in  the  local  papers,  and  serve 
the  same  notices3  on  owners,  lessees,  and  occupiers,  as  if  they 
were  proceeding  for  an  Act  of  Parliament  (sect.  176).  Water 
companies  are  empowered  to  contract  to  supply  water,  or  lease 
their  waterworks  to  any  local  authority,  or  to  sell  and  transfer  to 
such  authority  on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  on  all  the  rights, 
powers,  privileges,  and  all  or  any  of  the  waterworks,  premises, 
and  other  property  of  the  company,  but  subject  to  all  liabilities 
to  which  the  same  are  subject  at  the  time  of  such  purchase. 
The  duty  of  providing  a  pure  and  wholesome  supply  of  water 3  is 
imposed  on  local  authorities  (sects.  55,  176),  and  they  have  now 
all  the  powers  of  The  Waterworks  Clauses  Act,  1863,  and  many 
of  those  of  The  Watericorks  Clauses  Act,  1847 — such,  for  instance, 
as  those  relating  to  the  breaking  up  of  streets  for  the  purpose 
of  laying  pipes,4  the  laying  of  communication  pipes,  and  the  waste 
and  misuse  of  water  and  recovery  of  water  rates.5 


Works  erected  and  maintained  by  a 
local  authority  to  provide  the  water 
necessary  to  carry  out  a  scheme  for  the 
disposal  of  sewage  of  its  district,  are  not 
"waterworks"  within  the  meaning  of 
sect.  52,  as  defined  by  sect.  4  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875  ;  nor  can  the 
local  authority  be  said  to  be  supplying 
water  within  the  meaning  of  those 
sections.  There  is  no  provision  in  the 
Waterworks  Clauses  Act,  1847,  which 
compels  a  local  authority  to  take  water  to 
"  cleanse  sewers  "  from  a  water  company 
within  whose  limits  of  supply  the  sewers 
are  situate  :  Went  Surrey  Water  Co.  v. 
Chertsey  r?««cm,  (1894)  8  Ch.  513;  63 
L.  J.,  Ch.806;  71  L.  T.  368. 

Differences  as  to  being  able  and  willing 
to  supply  to  be  settled  by  arbitration  ; 
see  sects.  52  and  179 — 181  ;  and  cf.  sects. 
53,  54,  for  provisos  as  to  notice. 

1  Sect.  4  defines  "lands"  as  "mes- 
"  suages,  buildings,  lands,  easements,  and 
"  hereditaments  of  any  tenure  ; "  but  as 
this  definition  does  not  include  water 
rights,  local  authorities  must  obtain  a 
private  Act,  and  not  a  provisional  order, 
where  their  intended  waterworks  involve 
the  abstraction  of  water  from  rivers, 
streams,  &c. ;  sect.  176 ;  see  Michael  A: 


Will,  pp.  lxxvii.,  444. 

J  Such  notices  only  apply  to  new 
"waterworks,  and  not  to  additions  and 
alterations  of  existing  works  :  Cleveland 
Water  Co.  v.  Bed  ear  Local  Board, 
(1895)  1  Ch.  168  ;  64  L.  J.,  Ch.  64  ;  13 
R.  18. 

3  See  ante,  p.  316,  n.  (1). 

4  As  to  the  right  to  break  up  a  private 
road,  see  Hill  v.  Wallasey  Local  Board, 
(1894)  1  Ch.  133  ;  7  R.  51  ;  63  L.  J.,Ch. 
1  ;  69  L.  T.  641. 

*  The  following  provisions  are  note- 
worthy : — They  may  supply  water  by 
measure  (sect.  58).  and  supply  baths  and 
washhouses  (sect.  65).  The  duty  is 
imposed  on  them  of  supplying  fire-plugs 
(sect.  66).  and  watering  streets  (sect.  148). 
But  the  Waterworks  Clauses  Act,  1847, 
and  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  impose 
no  obligation  on  an  urban  local  autho- 
rity to  bear  the  expense  of  maintaining 
in  repair  the  fire-plugs  in  their  district, 
unless  such  fire-plugs  have  been  fixed  by 
them,  or  by  some  water  company  or 
person  at  their  request  :  Grand  Junction, 
Waterworks  Co.  v.  Brentford  Local 
Board.  (1894)  2  Q.  B.  735;  63  L.  J., 
Q.  B.  717  ;  9  R.  788  ;  71  L.  T.  240  ;  59 
J.  P.  51  (C.  A.).    Sect.  64  vests  in  them 
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The  above  brief  sketch  of  the   statutes   dealing   with  water 
supply  may  be  fitly  concluded  by  a  mention  of  the  following  other  enact- 
enactments  which  are  connected  with  the  subject.  men  ' 

14  d  15   Vict.  c.  34  (The   Labouring  Classes  Lodging  Houses  H&15Vict. 

c  S4 

Act,  1851)  authorizes  water  companies  and  commissioners  or 
trustees  of  waterworks  or  other  persons  having  the  management 
thereof,  to  supply  in  their  discretion  water  to  lodging  houses 
established  under  the  Act,  "  either  without  charge,  or  on  such 
"  other  favourable  terms  as  they  shall  think  fit."1 

85  td  86  Vict.  c.  91   (The  Municipal   Corporations   (Borough  35  &  36  Vict. 
Funds)   Act,    1872)   provides   for  the   manner  in   which   local  c*91' 
authorities  must  proceed  in  order  to  oppose  or  promote  any  bill 
in  Parliament.2 

88  <£  39  Vict.  c.  86  (The  Conspiracy  and  Protection  of  Property  38&39Vict. 
Act,  1875)  is  noteworthy  as  containing  provisions  to  protect  local  c-86« 
authorities  and  communities  from  malicious  breaches  of  contract 
in  connection  with  water  supply.3 

The  Limited  Owners'  Reservoirs  and  Water  Supply  Further  Faci-  40  &  41  Vict. 
lities  Act,  1877  (40  &41  Vict.  c.  81),  enables  landowners  of  limited  c-31' 
interest  to  construct  waterworks  and  charge  their  estates  with 
sums  expended  by  them  thereon,  as  well  as  to  charge  their  estates 
with  sums  subscribed  by  them  for  the  construction  of  water- 
works by  a  water  company,  on  the  same  conditions  and  terms  as 
those  on  which  they  can  now  charge  them  with  subscriptions 
for  the  construction  of  railways  and  navigable  canals  under  The 
Improvement  of  Land  Act,  1864,  sects.  6,  7,  8,  &c.4 

The  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878  (41  <<;  42  Vict.  c.  25),  which  41  &  42  Vict, 
amends  sect.  62  of  The  Public  Health  Act,  1875  (88  <£•  89  Vict.  c.  55)  c'  26" 


all  existing  public  cisterns,  pumps,  wells, 
&c.,  and  places  them  under  their  control ; 
and  sect.  61  empowers  local  authorities 
to  supply  water  to  the  districts  of  other 
authorities.  See  also  sects.  68 — 70,  as  to 
provisions  for  the  protection  of  water  ; 
sects.  270  and  279,  as  to  the  formation 
of  united  districts  for  water  supply  ;  and 
sects.  229,  277,  as  to  special  drainage 
districts,  for  the  purpose  of  charging 
thereon  exclusively  the  expense  of  works ; 
cf.  Michael  &  Will,  pp.  lxxv.— lxxxviii. 
By  sect.  52,  it  is  required  that  a  water 
company,  contracting  to  supply  a  dis- 
trict, must  be  both  "  able  and  willing" ; 
and  such  company  must  be  able  there- 
fore to  show  not  only  that  it  has  the 
necessary  powers,  but  also  that  it  can 
furnish  the  requisite  supply  of  water. 


Where  there  were  two  companies,  one  of 
which  had  j>owers,  but  no  water,  and 
the  other  water,  but  no  powers,  and  the 
first  company  sold  its  plant,  &c,  to  the 
other,  several  members  of  which  bought 
all  the  shares  in  the  first,  with  the  view 
of  exercising  all  its  powers,  it  was  held 
that  such  powers  could  not  be  so  dele- 
gated ;  11 ichvumd  and  Sonthwark  Water- 
work*  Co,  v.  Richmond  Vestry,  3  Ch.  D. 
82. 

1  Michael  &  Will,  p.  lxvi. 

2  Ibid.  p.  lxxxiv. 

3  Ibid.  p.  lxxxiii.,  "  An  Act  for  amend- 
ing the  Law  relating  to  Conspiracy 
"  and  to  the  Protection  of  Proi>erty,  and 
"for  other  purposes ;"  sects.  4,  5,  14, 
15,  18, 19. 

«  27  &  28  Vict.  c.  114. 
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as  to  the  meaning  of  the  term  "  reasonable  cost"  (sect.  8),  and  is 
to  be  construed  as  one  with  that  Act,  imposes  the  duty  of  pro- 
viding or  requiring  the  provision  of  a  sufficient  water  supply  for 
their  district  upon  rural  sanitary  authorities1  (sect.  3),  and 
requires  them  "  from  time  to  time  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
"necessary"  to  ascertain  its  condition  (sect.  7).  Sect.  6  pro- 
hibits the  erection  or  rebuilding  of  houses  without  a  sufficient 
water  supply  in  rural  districts.  By  sect.  10  urban  sanitary  autho- 
rities are  empowered  to  charge  water  rates  on  the  application  of 
any  ten  persons  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  their  district ; 
and  by  sect.  11  the  Local  Government  Board  may,  by  order,  invest 
them  with  all  or  any  of  the  duties  given  by  the  Act  to  rural 
sanitary  authorities. 
56  &  57  Vict.        The  Local  Government  Act,  1894  (56  d  57  Vict.  c.  73),  also 

empowers  parish  councils  to  "  utilize  any  well,  spring,  or  stream 

"  within  their  parish  and  provide  facilities  for  obtaining  water 

"  therefrom,  but  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  any 

"  corporation  or  person  "  (sect.  8  (1)  (e)) ;  but  it  is  provided  by 

sub-sect.  3  of  this  section  that  nothing  therein  "  shall  derogate 

"  from  any  obligation  of  a  district  council  with  respect  to  the 

"  supply  of  water  or  the  execution  of  sanitary  works." 

London  In  addition  to  their  special  Acts,  London  water  companies 

panies.    m"      are  subject  to  the  provisions  of  two  general  Acts — 15  <£•  16  Vict. 

15  k  16  Vict.    c.  84  (The  Metropolis  Water  Act,  1852),  and  34  dt  35  Vict.  c.  118 

348&  35  Vict     ^l€  MetropolU  Water  Act,  1871),  which  amends  the  first-named 

c.  lis.  statute,  and  is  to  be  read  together  with  it.     Sect.  1  of  the  Act  of 

1852  prohibits  companies  supplying  the  Metropolis  from  taking 
water  from  the  Thames  below  Teddington  Lock  or  from  any  part 
of  its  tributary  rivers  or  streams  below  the  highest  point  where 
the  tides  flow.  Reservoirs  within  a  straight  line  of  not  more 
than  five  miles  from  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  are  to  be  covered 
(sect.  2) ;  no  water  may  be  brought  into  the  Metropolis  by 
means  of  open  aqueducts  (sect.  3) ;  and  by  sect.  4  every  com- 
pany must  effectually  filter  all  water  for  domestic  use  before 
passing  it  into  the  pipes  for  distribution.  Companies  are 
required  by  sect.  5  to  give  notice  to  the  Board  of  Trade  before 
resorting  to  new  sources  of  supply,  which  may  only  be  used 
subject  to  the  certified  approval  of  the  Board  after  an  examina- 
tion of  such  sources  by  their  inspector  (sects.  6,  7,  8) ;  and  the 
Board  is  also  empowered  on  the  complaint  of  any  person  as  to 

1  See  as  to  this  Coin?  Valley  Water  Co.  v.  Trcherne,  50  L.  T.  617. 
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the  quantity  or  quality  of  the  water  supplied  by  any  company  for 
domestic  purposes  to  appoint  a  person  to  inquire  into  the  subject 
and  examine  and  inspect  the  waterworks  of  the  company  for  the 
purpose  (sects.  9 — 18).  By  sect  15  every  company  is  required, 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  its  special  Act,  to  "  provide  and  keep 
"  in  the  district  mains  already  laid  down  or  hereafter  to  be  laid 
"  by  them  a  constant  supply 1  of  pure  and  wholesome  water  suffi- 
"  cient  for  the  domestic  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  all  houses  supplied 
"  by  such  company,  at  such  pressure  as  will  make  the  water  reach 
"  the  top  storey -of  the  highest  of  such  houses,  but  not  exceeding 
"  the  level  prescribed  by  the  special  Act  of  such  company ; "  and 
infringement  of  this  provision  is  punishable  by  a  fine  of  200/., 
and  a  further  fine  of  100Z.  for  every  month  of  non-compliance 
therewith  (sect.  16).  The  Act  also  empowers  companies  by 
sect.  26  to  make  regulations  for  preventing  waste  of  water,  and 
provides,  inter  alia,  for  the  keeping  by  companies  of  maps  of  the 
mains,  &c.  (sects.  17,  18) ;  the  preparation  by  them  of  yearly 
abstracts  of  receipts  and  expenditure  of  water  rates  (sect.  19) ; 
and  the  proper  construction  of  cisterns  as  respects  overflow,  and 
the  exclusion  of  impure  water  (sects.  22,  23). 

By  sect.  3  of  the  Act  of  1871  the  term  "company" is  defined 
to  include  the  "  New  River,"  the  "  East  London,"  the  "South- 
"warkand  Vauxhall,"  the  "  West  Middlesex," the  "Lambeth," 
the  "  Chelsea,"  the  "  Grand  Junction,"  and  the  "  Kent "  Water 
companies,  "  and  also  any  other  corporation,  company,  board, 
"  commissioners,  association,  person,  persons,  or  partnership  for 
"  the  time  being  supplying  water  for  domestic  use  within  the 
"  limits  of  this  Act,  and  the  expression  '  water  limits '  with 
"respect  to  a  company  ' shall  mean  such  parts  of  the  limits 
"  '  within  which  such  company  is  authorized  to  supply  water  as 
"  '  are  within  the  limits  of  this  Act.'  "  The  Board  of  Trade  is 
empowered  to  require  companies  at  any  time  to  provide  a  con- 
stant supply  within  the  water  limits  of  any  district  where  it  is 
shown  that  the  metropolitan  authority  refuses  to  apply  for  such 
supply,  or  that  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  is  prejudicially 
affected  by  its  insufficiency  or  unwholesomeness  (sects.  11 — 13) ; 
and  the  Board  is  also  authorized  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
supply  where  groups  of  dwelling-houses  are  situate  in  courts  and 
passages.   Sect.  17  requires  water  companies  to  make  regulations 

1  A  private  person  cannot  take  pro-  the  metropolitan  anthority  for  the  dis- 
ceedings  for  penalties  imposed  for  not  trict :  Kyffin  v.  Etuit  Landon  Waterworlt* 
providing  a  -  constant   supply  "—only      Co, ,  ( 1 8%)  1  Q.  B.  446 ;  65  L.  J.,  M .  C.  60. 
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as  to  tlje  prevention  of  waste  under  sect.  26  of  the  Act  of  1852, 
within  six  months  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  extends 
the  application  of  that  section  to  the  prevention  of  undue  con- 
sumption or  contamination  of  water,  and  provision  is  made  for 
the  amendment  of  such  regulations  when  necessary  (sects.  18, 
19),  and  their  enforcement  by  penalties  not  exceeding  5Z.  for 
offences  against  them  (sect.  20).  Among  other  provisions  of  the 
Act  may  also  be  noticed  sect.  85,  which  empowers  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  appoint  persons  to  inquire  into  and  report  on  the 
quality  of  water  furnished  by  companies  irrespective  of  any  com- 
plaint by  householders  under  sect.  9  of  the  Act  of  1852 ;  and 
sect.  86,  which  provides  for  the  appointment  of  "  a  competent 
"and  impartial  person"  by  the  Board  as  "water  examiner," 
charged  with  the  duties  of  examining,  when  directed,  the  water 
supplied  by  any  company,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  such 
company  has  complied  with  the  requirements  of  sect.  4  of  the 
Act  of  1852,  with  respect  to  the  filtration  of  water. 
r>4&55Vict.  By  sect.  48  (1)  of  The  Public  Health  {London)  Act,  1891  (54 
c,72>  d'  55  Vict,  c  72),  sects.  48—54  of  which  relate  especially  to 

water,  an  occupied  house  without  a  proper  and  sufficient  supply 
of  water  shall  be  a  nuisance  liable  to  be  dealt  with  summarily 
under  the  Act,  and,  if  a  dwelling-house,  is  to  be  deemed  "  unfit 
"  for  human  habitation."  The  sanitary  authority  is  empowered 
to  make  bye-laws  for  securing  the  cleansing  of  cisterns  (sect.  50), 
to  maintain  public  cisterns,  reservoirs,  wells,  fountains,  pumps, 
and  works  used  for  the  gratuitous  supply  of  water  (sect.  51),  and, 
on  the  representation  of  persons  in  their  district,  to  close  wells, 
tanks,  and  cisterns,  &c,  so  polluted  as  to  be  injurious  to  health 
(sect.  54) ;  and  water  companies  which  are  authorized  to  cut  off 
the  water  supply  of  dwelling-houses  for  the  non-payment  of  rent 
are  required  to  give  notice  of  such  closing  to  the  sanitary 
authority  within  twenty-four  hours  after  exercising  their  right 1 
(6ect.  49).  Sect.  52  imposes  penalties  for  causing  water  to  be 
corrupted  by  gas  washings,  and  sect.  58  for  fouling  or  maliciously 
damaging  the  water  of  wells,  fountains,  and  pumps  used  for 
drinking  or  domestic  purposes. 
Ratability.         The  rateability  of  water  companies  will  be  treated  of  in  a 

subsequent  chapter.2 

1  Turning  off  water  to  prevent  waste  hall    Water  Co.,   (1893)  5  R.  432  ;  69 

through  a  leak  is  not  -cutting  off"  L.  T.  144. 

under    this    section  so  as    to    require  2  See/wtf,  Chap.  IX. 
notice  :  Ytmag  y.Sttvthwark  and  Van*- 
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III.  Docks. 

Docks1  usually  consist  of  a  series  of  basins  connected  by  locks,  Definition, 
together  with  quays,  wharves,  and  warehouses,  and  are  used  for 
the  convenience  of  unloading  cargoes  from  vessels,  as  well  as  for 
refitting  and  repairing  ships  that  have  sustained  damage  during 
a  voyage. 

Though  they  are  always  erected  in  connection  with  some  port  Ownership 
or  harbour,  they  are  quite  distinct  therefrom  ;  the  property  in  a  of* 
port,  and  that  in  the  docks  situated  within  the  town,  which  is  the 
head  of  the  port,  being  frequently  in  different  persons,  as  is  the 
case  both  in  the  Liverpool  and  the  London  Docks.2 

They  may  be  in  the  hands  either  of  trustees  for  the  public 
benefit,3  or  of  a  company  of  adventurers ;  *  but  in  each  case  they 
are  usually  established  under  a  special  Act  of  Parliament,  by 
which  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  proprietors  are  defined ;  and 
when  that  is  the  case,  such  rights  cannot  be  exceeded.5  When  the 
Act  is  silent  on  this  point,  the  public  have  a  right  to  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  using  the  docks  upon  "reasonable  terms,' '  and  the 
owner  cannot  impose  what  tolls  or  duties  he  pleases  on  them.8 

The  number  of  special  Acts  relative  to  docks  led  to  the  passing 
of  The  Harbours,  Docks,  and  Piers  Clauses  Act,  1847  (10  d-  11  io  &  u  yjct# 
Viet.  c.  27),7  the  preamble  of  which  recites  that  "it  is  expedient  c-  27t 
"  to  comprise  in  one  Act  sundry  provisions  usually  contained  in 
"  Acts  of  Parliament  authorizing  the  construction  or  improve- 
"  ment  of  harbours,  docks,  and  piers,  and  that,  as  well  for 
"  avoiding  the  necessity  of  repeating  such  provisions  in  each  of 
"  the  several  Acts  relating  to  such  undertakings,  as  for  ensuring  a 
"  greater  uniformity  in  the  provisions  themselves  "  (sect.  1).  By 
this  statute,  which  is  framed  on  the  model  of  the  Lands  Glauses 


1  As  to  ports,  harbours,  and  docks,  see 
also  a?Ue,  Chap.  I.  p.  50. 

3  Gunning  on  Tolls,  p.  129. 

s  3fer*ey  Dock*  v.  Oibb,  L.  R„  1 
H.  L.  93  ;  35  L.  J.,  Ex.  225  ;  14  L.  T.  077. 

*  Reg.  v.  Brixtol  Dock  Company,  2 
Railw.  Cas.  599. 

*  Gunning  on  Tolls,  p.  123. 

*  Allmtt  v.  Iuglis,  12  East,  527;  11 
R.  R.  482,  and  see  Gunning,  p.  123.  For 
the  subject  of  dock  dues,  see  j>o*t, 
Chap.  IX. 

7  The  following  other  general  statutes 
apply  to  docks. 

By  28  k  29  Vict.  c.  106,  the  Admi- 
ralty were  em  powered  to  draw  a  sum  of 


300,000*.  from  the  Consolidated  Fund  as 
a  loan  for  constructing  docks  in  British 
possessions  in  1865. 

The  Bank  Holiday  Acts  (34  &  35  Vict, 
c.  17  ;  38  &  39  Vict.  c.  13  ;  39  &  40  Vict, 
c.  36,  s.  8)  apply  to  persons  employed  in 
docks. 

By  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  96  (the  Larceny 
Act,  1861),  s.63,  stealing  from  docks,  or 
ships  lying  therein,  is  made  a  felony, 
punishable  by  penal  servitude  or  impri- 
sonment. Setting  fire  to  or  injuring 
docks  are  also  constituted  felonies  by 
sects.  4,  30,  and  31  of  the  Malicious 
Damage  Act,  1861  (24  &  25  Vict.  c.  97). 
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and  Waterworks  Glauses  Consolidation  Acts,  various  provisions 
usually  contained  in  Acts  creating  dock  companies  are  con- 
solidated, and  it  extends  to  such  "  harbours,  docks,  and  piers  as 
"  shall  be  authorized  by  Acts  hereafter  to  be  passed,  which  shall 
"  declare  that  this  Act  shall  be  incorporated  therewith"  (sect.  1) ; 
the  term  "the  undertakers"  being  defined  by  sect.  2  to  mean 
"any  person  authorized  by  a  special  Act  to  construct  any 
"  harbour,  dock,  or  pier."1 

By  sect.  83,  the  undertakers  authorized  by  any  special  Act  to 
construct  a  dock  may  from  time  to  time  make  such  bye-laws  as 
they  shall  think  fit  for  (amongst  other  purposes)  regulating  the 
shipping,  unshipping,  and  removing  of  all  goods  within  the 
limits  of  the  dock,  and  for  regulating  the  duties  and  conduct  of 
all  persons,  as  well  the  servants  of  the  undertakers  as  others, 
employed  in  the  dock.3 

It  is,  however,  to  the  special  Act  that  reference  must  be  made, 
to  ascertain  the  rights  of  the  dock  proprietors ;  that  Act  con- 
stituting the  form  of  contract8  between  them  and  the  public,  and 
being  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  bargain,  any  ambiguity  in  its 
terms  will  be  construed  as  against  the  undertakers  and  in  favour 
of  the  public.4 


1  A  barge  propelled  by  oars  only  is 
not  a  vessel  within  the  3rd  section  of 
10  Vict.  c.  27,  and  the  100th  and  101st 
sections  of  27  &  28  Vict.  c.  178 
(London  and  St.  Katherine's  Docks  Co. 
Act,  1864  (local)),  so  as  to  render  the 
owner  liable  to  the  j>enalty  imposed  by 
the  latter  Act,  as  being  the  owner  of  a 
vessel  left  in  the  Royal  Albert  Docks 
without  any  person  on  board :  Hedge*  and 
Son*  v.  London  and  St.  Katherine  Dock* 
Co.,  55  L.  J.,  M.  C.  46  :  16  Q.  B.  D.  597 ; 
54  L.  T.  427. 

The  63rd  section,  which  imposes  a 
penalty  upon  the  master  of  any  vessel 
who  shall  without  permission  of  the 
harbour-master  moor  the  same  in  the 
entrance  (or  within  the  prescribed 
limits)  of  any  dock  or  harbour,  and  who 
shall  not  remove  the  same  upon  notice, 
overrides  and  extinguishes  all  local  and 
private  rights  of  property  therein.  The 
assertion  of  such  local  or  private  rights 
does  not  exclude  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
justices  under  the  Act :  Gardner  v. 
Whitford,  4  C.  B.,  N.  S.  665. 

For  other  general  statutes  relating  to 
docks,  see  ante,  Chap.  1.  p.  50  ;  and  m*t, 
Chap.  VII. 

1  A  dock  com  pany,  who  were  the  under- 
takers under  a  special  Act,  made  bye- 


laws  that  no  lumpers  should  be  allowed 
to  work  on  board  any  vessel  in  the  dock 
but  such  as  were  authorized  by  the 
company,  unless  permission  in  writing 
had  been  previously  obtained  from  the 
superintendent  of  the  dock,  and  that  the 
servants  of  the  company  only  should  be 
allowed  to  work  within  the  dock  premises 
whether  on  ship,  lighter,  or  shore  : — 
Held,  that  the  bye-laws  were  in  excess  of 
the  power  conferred  on  the  dock  com- 
pany by  sect.  83,  and  were  therefore 
invalid :  Dick  v.  Baddart,  1 0  Q.  B.  D.  387 ; 
84  L.  T.  391.  As  to  effect  of  regulations 
not  confirmed  as  bye-laws  under  this 
section  see  London.  A**ociatian  of  Ship- 
owner* v.  Londvn  and  Indian  Dock*, 
(1892)  3  Ch.  242  ;  67  L.  T.  238  ;  7  Asp., 
M.  C.  195. 

3  A  contract  for  the  use  of  a  dock 
between  the  owners  and  the  public  is 
not  an  interest  in  land  within  the  4th 
section  of  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  and 
does  not  require  to  be  under  seal :  Well* 
v.  Kinggton-on-Hull  Corporation.  L.  R.  10 
C.  P.  402  ;  44  L.  J.,  C.  P.  257  ;  52  L.  T. 
615. 

4  Hull   Dock   Co.  v.  La  Marche,   8 

B.  k  C.  51 ;  32  R.  R.  337.  See  too  Leeds 
and  Lirerjwol  Canal  v.  Hustler \  1  B.  & 

C.  424;    36  R.    R.    746,    748;    Lord 
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By  Act  of  Parliament,  the  Hull  Dock  Company  were  authorized 
to  make  a  dock,  &c,  and  all  goods  which  should  be  landed  or 
discharged  upon  any  of  the  quays,  &c,  should  be  liable  to  pay  the 
like  rates  of  wharfage  as  were  usually  taken  for  goods,  &c,  loaded 
or  discharged  on  quays  in  the  port  of  London.  It  was  held,  that 
as  the  premises  were  only  vested  in  the  company  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Act,  they  had  no  common  law  right  to  compensation  for 
the  use  of  them,  and  that  the  statute  did  not  give  them  any 
right  to  claim  wharfage  for  goods  shipped  off  from  their  quays ; 
Lord  Tenterden,  C.  J.,  saying,  "  The  plaintiffs  cannot  claim  any- 
"  thing  that  is  not  distinctly  given."1 

The  principle  on  which  a  private  person  or  a  company  is  liable  Liability  of 
for  damages  occasioned  by  the  neglect  of  servants  *  applies  to  a  panies?m 
corporation  which  has  been  entrusted  by  statute  to  perform 
certain  works  (as,  for  instance,  to  erect  and  manage  docks),  and 
to  receive  tolls  for  the  use  of  the  works;  although  these  tolls, 
unlike  tolls  received  by  a  private  person,  are  not  applicable  to 
the  use  of  individual  members  of  the  corporation,  or  to  that  of 
the  corporation  generally,  but  are  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  works,  and,  in  case  of  any  surplus  existing,  the  tolls  are 
themselves  to  be  diminished.  If  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a 
cause  of  mischief  makes  persons  responsible  for  an  injury,  they 
will  be  equally  responsible  when,  by  their  culpable  negligence, 
its  existence  is  not  known  by  them.8 

On  these  principles,  dock  authorities  are  liable  to  the  owners 


Tenterden's  remarks  in  Stourbridge 
Canal  v.  Wheely,  2  B.  &  Ad.  793.;  36 
R.  R.  746  ;  Blakemore  v.  Glamorgan- 
shire Omul,  1  M.  &  K.  162,  169  ;  36 
R.  R.  289  ;  and  Lord  Brougham's  judg- 
ment in  Stockton  and  Darlington  Rail- 
way v.  Barrett,  11  C.  &  F.  590 ;  8  Scott, 
N.R.  641. 

1  Kingston-on-Hull  Dock  Ck>.  v.  La 
Marche,  8  B.  &  C.  42  ;  32  R.  R.  337. 

5  A  dock-master  exercises  an  exclusive 
control  and  direction  over  the  move- 
ments and  navigation  of  vessels  entering, 
using  or  quitting  the  docks  owned  by 
the  corporation  whose  servant  he  is. 
The  dock  authority,  whether  it  be  a 
corporation  trading  for  profit,  e.g.  a 
dock  company,  or  a  public  body  having 
merely  the  power  of  levying  tolls  on 
shipping  using  the  (fort  and  applying 
them  for  the  benefit  of  the  port,  e.g., 
the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board,  is 
liable  for  the  acts  and  defaults  of  its  ser- 
vants and  for  the  proper  condition  of  its 


docks  (Thompson  v.  N.  E.  Ry.  Co.,  2 
B.  &  S.  106  ;  Lancaster  Canal  Co.  v. 
Parmby,  11  Ad.  &  £.  223;  Mersey  Dock* 
v.  Gibb,  L.  R.,  1  H.  L.  93) ;  Renton's 
Encyclopaedia  of  the  Laws  of  England 
(p.  318). 

With  respect  to  the  duties  of  a  dock- 
master  and  liabilities  of  the  dock  com- 
pany employing  him  see  Hie  Excelsior,  57 
L.  J.,  Adm.  54  ;  L.  R.  2  A.  &  E.  268  ;  19 
L.  T.  87  ;  Umjd  v.  Iron,  4  F.  &  F.  101  ; 
llcney  v.  Kirkcudbright.  Magistrates,  61 
L.  J.,  P.  C.  23  ;  (1892)  A.  C.  264 ;  61 
L.  T.  474 ;  7  Asp.,  M.  C.  221,  H.  L.  (Sc.) ; 
Duckham  v.  Gibbs,  69  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  127  ; 
(1900)  1  Q.  B.  394  ;  48  W.  R.  239  ;  Tlie 
AjmMo,  (1891)  App.  Cas.  499;  The 
Bilbao,  Lush.  149  ;  The  Cynthia,  2 
P.  D.  52 ;  Tltc  Belgic,  2  P.  D.  57  ;  Ihc 
Rhosina,  10  P.  D.  24,  131. 

1  Mersey  Docks  v.  Gibb,  L.  R.,  1  H.  L. 
93  ;  11  H.  L.  Cas.  686  ;  12  Jur.,  N.  8. 
571 ;  Gibson  v.  InglU,  4  Camp.  72 ;  15 
R.  R.  727. 
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of  ships  in  actions  for  damages  caused  to  them  by  negligently 
managing  harbours,  or  berthing  or  towing  operations,  under 
their  control.1 

The  Apollo.  Thus,  in  The  Apollo  v.  Port  Talhot  Company,2  the  House  of 

Lords  have  held,  reversing  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeal 
(Lords  Bramwell  and  Morris  dissenting),  that  a  dock  company 
regulated  by  statute  which  empowered  the  owners  to  take  tolls 
for  ships  entering  the  docks,  and  required  persons  in  command 
of  vessels  to  place  them  as  the  harbour-master  should  direct, 
were  liable  under  the  following  circumstances  : — 

A  ship  entered  a  dock  to  load.  While  crossing  the  dock  her 
propeller  got  foul  of  a  rope  so  that  the  shaft  was  jammed  and 
the  engines  could  not  be  worked.  There  being  no  dry  dock  the 
ship  was,  with  the  assent  of  the  harbour-master,  put  into  a  lock 
which  served  as  the  entrance  to  the  dock,  in  order  that  the  water 
might  be  drawn  off  and  the  propeller  cleared;  the  harbour- 
master representing  to  the  captain  of  the  ship  that  the  bottom  of 
the  lock  was  level  and  that  the  ship  might  safely  ground  there. 
When  the  ship  took  the  ground,  being  then  heavily  laden,  she 
sustained  serious  injury  owing  to  the  existence  of  a  sill  which 
projected  several  inches  above  the  level  of  the  bottom  across  the 
middle  of  the  lock.3 

Lords  Bramwell  and  Morris  were  of  opinion  that  the  harbour- 
master had  authority  to  permit  the  ship  to  use  the  lock  for  the 
purpose  for  which  she  used  it,  but  that  he  had  no  authority  to 
undertake  that  the  lock  was  safe  or  to  undertake  any  duty  of 
care;  nor  did  he,  in  fact,  so  undertake;  that  the  captain  took  the 
ship  into  the  lock,  not  of  right,  but  only  under  a  licence  and  at 
his  own  risk,  the  use  of  the  lock  being  for  an  abnormal  and 
extraordinary  purpose ;  and  that  the  dock  owners  were  not  liable. 

The  Rkosim.  So,  in  The  Rhosina  or  Edwards  v.  Falmouth  Harbour  Commis- 
sioners,* a  harbour-master  went  on  board  a  vessel  which  he  had 
directed  to  be  beached  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Falmouth 
Harbour  Commissioners.  While  on  board,  and  while  the  vessel 
was  passing  through  a  part  of  the  harbour  which  was  within  the 

1  Mersey  Docks    v.    Gibb,   L.    R.,    1  8  Asp.,  M.   C.  36,  C.  A.  (1895).      See 

H.  L.  93  ;  11  H.  L.  Cas.  686  ;  see  also  also    William's    v.    Swansea    Harbour 

The  Burlington,  72  L.  T.  890  ;  8  Asp.,  Trustee*,  14.   C.  B.,  N.  S.  845:    Wilton 

M.  C.  38  ;  William*  v.  Swansea  Harbour  v.  Xewport  Dock  Co.,1,.  R.,  1  Ex.  177  ; 

Trustees,  14  C.  B..  N.  8.  845  :  Metcalfe  v.  53  L.  J.,  Ex.  97  ;  14  L.  T.  230. 
Hetherington,  11  Ex.  257  ;  5  H.  &  N.'  719.  *  54  L.  J.,  Adm.  72  ;  10  P.  D.  131  ;  53 

3  (1891)  A.  C.  499 ;  66  L.  J.,  Adm.  25  ;  L.  T.  30  :  33  W.  R.  794  ;  5  Asp.,  M.  C. 

65  L.  T.  590.  460,  C.  A. 

3  See  The  Burlington,  72  L.  T.  890  ; 


docks.  333 

4 

limits  of  the  property  of  the  Falmouth  Dock  Company,  the  harbour- 
master gave  certain  orders,  the  result  of  which  was  that  the  ship 
was  damaged  by  her  anchors.  The  Court  of  Appeal  held  (affirming 
the  judgment  of  Sir  James  Hannen1),  that  the  harbour-master 
was  acting  as  harbour-master ;  that  he  was  giving  directions 
within  10  Vict.  c.  27,  s.  52,  for  regulating  the  manner  in  which 
the  vessel  should  enter  into  or  lie  in  or  at  the  harbour;  that 
the  manoeuvre  was  an  unskilful  one ;  and  that  the  harbour 
commissioners  were  liable  for  the  damage. 

In  Thompson  v.  North-Eastern  Railway  Company?  where  part   Thompson  v. 
of  a  dock  basin  waB  obstructed  by  a  temporary  bank  and  the  N' Em  Rly'  a>' 
ship  was  in  charge  of  a  river  pilot,  it  was  held  by  the  Exchequer 
Chamber,  affirming  the  Queen's  Bench : 

(1)  That  it  was  the  duty  of  the  defendants  to  take  reasonable 
care  to  make  their  dock  and  basin  safe  for  navigation  before  they 
opened  them  to  the  public ;  and,  therefore,  they  were  liable  for 
negligence  in  opening  them  before  the  channel  had  been  well 
cleared. 

(2)  That,  assuming  the  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  basin  by 
the  pilot  to  be  the  knowledge  of  the  plaintiffs,  it  was  no  excuse 
for  the  defendants,  inasmuch  as  they  contended  that  the  state  of 
the  basin  was  not  such  as  to  make  it  imprudent  to  take  the 
vessel  out;  and  the  jury  had  negatived  mismanagement  on  the 
part  of  those  who  had  charge  of  the  vessel. 

In  The  Batata?  the  appellants  (the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  TJie  Ratata. 
Preston),  who  are  a  port  and  harbour  authority,  undertook  for 
payment  to  tow  the  respondents'  vessel,  with  others,  by  hired  tugs 
up  a  tidal  river,  to  lighten  the  respondents'  vessel  if  necessary, 
and  to  conduct  the  whole  operation  of  the  towage  upon  a  certain 
tide,  including  the  arrangement  of  the  time  and  order  of  pro- 
cession, the  river  being  too  narrow  for  two  vessels  to  go  abreast 
or  pass  one  another.  The  tug  towing  the  leading  vessel  was  so 
slow  and  inefficient  that  the  respondents'  vessel,  which  was  last 
in  the  line,  was  stranded  on  the  ebb-tide  and  damaged. 

The  House  of  Lords  held,  affirming  the  Court  of  Appeal,  that 
the  appellants  were  bound  to  exercise  reasonable  care  and  skill  in 
the  conduct  of  the  towage,  and  that,  there  being  evidence  of 
failure  in  that  respect,  the  respondents  were  entitled  to  sue  the 
appellants  for  damages. 

>  54  L.  J.,  Adm.  42.  »  (1898)  A.  C.  513  ;  67  L.  J.  73  ;  78 

2  2  B.  &  S.  106  ;  31  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  194  ;   L.  T.  797  ;  47  W.  R.  156  ;  8  Asp.,  M.  C. 
61  L.  T.  127.  427,  H.  L.  (E.). 
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In  Smith  v.  London  and  St  Katherine  Docks  Company,1  the 
plaintiff,  on  the  invitation  of  an  officer  of  a  vessel  lying  in  docks 
of  which  the  defendants  were  proprietors,  went  on  board  such 
vessel  on  business  connected  therewith,  and  on  his  return  back 
stepped  on  a  gangway  which  formed  the  communication  between 
the  vessel  and  the  shore,  when  it  tilted  over  and  threw  him 
into  the  water.  The  gangway  was  the  means  of  access  to  the 
vessel  which  the  defendants  had  provided  for  that  purpose;  it 
was  their  property,  and,  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  was  about  to 
be  re-arranged  by  their  servants  to  make  it  secure,  it  having  been 
rendered  unsafe  by  reason  of  their  having  just  previously  shifted 
the  position  of  a  vessel  on  which  it  rested.  The  defendants' 
servants  were  aware  of  the  gangway  being  dangerous,  but  the 
plaintiff  was  not. 

Held,  that  there  was  a  duty  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  to 
the  plaintiff  to  have  made  the  gangway  safe,  or  to  have  given 
him  notice  of  the  danger ;  and  that,  for  the  breach  of  such  duty, 
the  plaintiff  had  a  right  of  action  against  the  defendants. 

In  the  case  of  Coe  v.  Wise,*  it  was  held,  that  commissioners, 
authorized  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  make  and  maintain  a 
sluice,  which  burst  owing  to  the  negligence  of  their  servants, 
were  not  exempt  from  liability,  by  reason  of  their  being  com- 
missioners for  public  purposes ;  and  the  duty  being  imposed  on 
them  to  maintain  the  sluice,  they  were  liable  for  damage  caused 
by  negligent  performance  of  that  duty  of  their  servants. 
Liability  to  When  the  Bristol  Dock  Company  were  authorized  to  make  a 
repair.  new  course  for  the  river  Avon,  of  equal  depth  and  breadth  at  the 

bottom,  and  of  equal  inclination  at  the  sides  as  the  old  course,  it 
was  held,  that  a  duty  was  thereby  cast  on  them  generally  to 
repair  the  banks  of  the  new  channel,  and  that  a  mandamus 
would  lie  to  compel  them,  though  they  might  also  be  liable  to 
indictment.  A  return,  that  they  were  not  liable  to  repair,  and 
that,  as  near  as  circumstances  permitted,  they  had  maintained 
the  new  channel  of  equal  depth,  breadth,  and  inclination,  was, 
therefore,  held  not  sufficient.8 

The  same  company,  being  authorized  as  above,  were  also 
required  by  their  Act  to  compensate  persons  interested  in  lands 
injured.    They  purchased  certain  lands  and  closes,  and  sold  parts 

1  37  L.  J.,  C.  P.  326  ;  18  L.  T.  403  ;  J)ock*  v.  Gibb,  L.  R.,  1  H.  L.  93  :  33 
16  W.  R.  728.  L.  J.  225  ;  14  L.  T.  677. 

2  L.  R.,  1  Q.  B.  711  ;  37  L.  J..  Q.  B.  s  Reg.  v.  BrUtol  Dock  Co.,  2  Railw. 
262;    14    L.  T.  891.  following   Mersey  Cas.  599. 


docks.  335 

in  lots — a  strip  of  land  being  left  for  a  public  road  between  the 
new  channel  and  the  lots.  A  portion  of  the  road  was  washed 
away,  and  the  owners  of  houses  built  on  the  said  lots  applied 
to  the  company  to  repair  the  bank,  but  they  refused.  On 
application  by  the  corporation  of  Bristol,  who  were  conservators 
of  the  river,  and  on  affidavit  stating  these  facts,  and  also  stating 
apprehension  of  injury  to  the  navigation,  though  no  actual 
injury,  it  was  held  that  a  mandamus  should  issue  to  compel  the 
defendants  to  repair.1 

Their  Act  of  Parliament  directed  the  Bristol  Dock  Company  to 
make  a  common  sewer  in  a  certain  direction,  &c,  and  to  alter 
other  sewers,  so  as  to  discharge  considerably  below  the  surface  of 
the  water  of  their  floating  harbour,  and  to  make  such  other 
alterations,  &c,  in  the  sewers  as  might  be  deemed  necessary  in 
consequence  of  the  floating  of  the  said  harbour.  The  company 
altered  certain  sewers,  so  as  to  discharge  them  considerably 
under  the  surface,  but  the  sewage  became  a  nuisance.  It  was 
held  that,  under  the  latter  part  of  the  above  clause,  they  were 
required  to  make  a  new  sewer,  if  necessary,  to  remove  the  nuisance, 
the  mode  of  remedying  the  evil  being  left  to  their  discretion  by 
the  Act.3 

Dock  companies,  acting  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  their  statutes,  will  not  be  held  liable  to  make  compensation, 
even  where  such  lawful  acts  prove  indirectly  injurious  to  the 
rights  of  others.8 

The  London  Dock  Company  were  empowered  to  make  a  new 
entrance  to  their  dock,  and  to  take  down  houses,  &c.  Every 
person  having  an  estate  or  interest,  not  less  than  a  tenancy  from 
year  to  year,  who  should  be  injured  in  his  said  estate  or  interest 
by  the  making  of  any  cut,  sluice,  bridge,  road,  or  other  work,  . 
was  to  be  compensated.  The  company  pulled  down  certain  houses 
and  made  a  cut  which  intercepted  several  thoroughfares,  and  the 
tenants  of  a  neighbouring  public-house  demanded  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  custom — not  for  loss  of  value  as  a  private  house. 
It  was  held  that  they  were  not  entitled  to  such  compensation, 
Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  saying,  "It  is  the  necessary  consequence 
"  of  the  lawful  act  done  by  the  company."* 

1  Beg.  v.  Bristol  Dock  Co.,  11  Railw.  v.  Lord  Blantyre,  (1893)  App.  Cas.  703, 

Cas.  542.  H.  L.  (Sc.). 

3  Be*  v.  Bristol  Bock  Co.,  6  B.  &  C.  s  As  to  liabilities  of  Companies  gene- 

181  ;  30  R.  R.  280  ;  as  to  repair  of  piers  rally  see  ante,  pp.  268  et  seq. 

of  an  ancient  ferry  by  river  navigation  4  Bex  v.  London  Doch  Co.,  5  A.  &  E. 

trustees,  see  Clyde  Navigation  Trustees  163  ;  44  R.  R.  387. 
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By  a  section  of  a  statute  empowering  commissioners  to 
maintain  a  sluice,  any  person  who,  after  the  commissioners  or 
any  person  authorized  by  them  had  begun  to  carry  the  statute 
into  execution,  should  sustain  any  injury  thereby,  was  to  be 
compensated,  and  the  damage  or  injury  was  to  be  ascertained 
by  a  jury  before  the  sheriff.  The  sluice  having  burst  and  injured 
the  property  of  the  plaintiff,  it  was  held,  that  the  section  only 
applied  to  damage  resulting  from  acts  authorized  by  the  statute ; 
but,  if  not,  yet  as  the  cause  of  action  was  for  an  omission  or 
non-feasance,  it  was  not  within  the  subject  of  compensation.1 

1  Coe  v.  Wise,  L.  R.,  1  Q.  B.  711 ;  37  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  262  ;  14  L.  T.  891  ;  see  as  to 
compensation  ante,  p.  287. 
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CHAPTER   VI. 


OF  FISHERY. 


The  various  Rights  of  Fishery. 

The  right  of  fishing  is  a  right  which  may  exist  either  in  Definition  of 
connection  with  or  independent  of  the  ownership  of  the  soil  fishing. 
over  which  water  flows.  When  this  right  is  connected  with  the 
ownership  of  the  soil,  it  is  a  right  of  property,  one  of  the  profits 
of  the  land,  and  has  been  called  a  territorial  fishery}  When  it 
is  independent  of  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  it  is  either  a  common 
right — like  the  public  right  of  fishery  in  the  sea  and  tidal  waters 
— or  it  is  a  profit  or  easement  over  the  soil  of  another,  founded 
on  grant  or  prescription  from  the  owner  of  the  soil,  or  from  the 
Crown  as  owner  of  the  bed  of  tidal  waters. 

When  unconnected  with  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  a  right  of  in  alieno  solo. 
fishery  is  an  estate  of  inheritance,  which  will  pass  by  a  grant  of 
all  other  estates  of  inheritance,3  an  incorporeal  hereditament, 
which  can  only  be  granted  by  a  deed,3  and  which  cannot  be  the 
subject  of  an  exception  in  a  deed,4  or  be  "  abandoned." 5 

It  is,  moreover,  not,  strictly  speaking,  an  easement,  but  a 
profit  a  prendre  in  the  soil  of  another,  and  cannot  be  claimed 
by  prescription  by  the  public,6  or  by  a  large  and  indefinite  class 
such  as  "  owners  and  occupiers." 7 

In  Goodman  v.  Saltash  Corporation,8  a  prescriptive  right  to  a 
several  oyster  fishery  in  a  navigable  tidal  river  was  proved 
to  have  been  exercised  from   time  immemorial  by  a  borough 


1  See  Woolry ch  on  Waters,  p.  110  ; 
Schultes'  Aquatic  Rights,  p.  87  ;  Angell 
on  Watercourses,  p.  80;  Eckrayd  v. 
Coultard,  (1898)  2  Ch.  248  ;  67  L.  J.,  Oh. 
458  ;78*L.T.702  ; Devonshire v.  O'Connor, 
24  Q.  B.  D.  468;  59  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  206  ; 
Bennett  v.  Coster,  8  Taunt.  183 ;  2  Moore, 
83;  19R.  R.491. 

*  Cooper  v.  Phibbs,  L.  R.,  2  H.  L. 
150. 

B  Duke  of  Somerset  v.  Fogwell,  5  B. 
&  C.  875 ;  29  R.  R.  449  ;  Bird  v.  ffiggen- 

L.W. 


san,  2  A.  &  E.  696. 

4  Corker  v.  Payne,  18  W.  R.  436  ; 
Wicklium  v.  Hawker,  7  M.  k  W.  63. 

6  Still  v.  Devonshire  (Dnke  of),  8 
App.  Gas.  135. 

6  Ibid 

7  Tilbvry  v.  Silva,  45  Ch.  D.  98  ;  62 
L.  T.  254.  See  Goodman  v.  Mayor  of 
Saltash,  7  App.  Cas.  633  ;  A.-G.  v. 
Jones,  6  C.  B.  81  ;  17  L.  J.,  C.  P.  206 ; 
post,  p.  367. 

8  7  App.  Cas.  633. 
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corporation  and  its  lessees,  without  any  qualification  except 
that  the  free  inhabitants  of  ancient  tenements  in  the  borough 
had  from  time  immemorial  without  interruption,  and  claiming 
as  of  right,  exercised  the  privilege  of  dredging  for  oysters 
in  the  locus  in  quo  from  the  2nd  February  to  Easter  Eve 
in  each  year,  and  of  catching  and  carrying  away  the  same 
without  stint  for  sale  and  otherwise.  This  usage  of  the 
inhabitants  tended  to  the  destruction  of  the  fishery,  and  if 
continued  would  destroy  it.  The  House  of  Lords1  held  (Lord 
Blackburn  dissenting),  that  the  claim  of  the  inhabitants  was 
not  to  a  profit  a  prendre  in  alieno  solo ;  that  a  lawful  origin  for 
the  usage  ought  to  be  presumed  if  reasonably  possible,  and  that 
the  presumption  which  ought  to  be  drawn,  as  reasonable  in  law 
and  probable  in  fact,  was  that  the  original  grant  to  the  corpora- 
tion was  subject  to  a  trust  or  condition  in  favour  of  the  free 
inhabitants  of  ancient  tenements  in  the  borough  in  accordance 
with  the  usage. 

Eay,  J.,  remarks  on  this  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords 
in  the  case  of  Tilbury  v.  Silva 2  as  follows : — "  There  is 
"  another  equally  difficult  point  for  the  plaintiff  to  get  over, 
"  which  is  this — that  he  comes  here  claiming  this  right,  not 
"  merely  on  behalf  of  himself,  but  on  behalf  of  himself  as  a 
"member  of  a  class  which  he  describes  as  'owners  and 
" '  occupiers  of  ancient  copyhold  tenements,  and  of  ancient 
" '  tenements,  formerly  copyhold  but  now  enfranchised,  of  the 
"  '  manor  of  Chilbolton. '  *  Owners  and  occupiers '  constitute  a 
"  very  large  and  indefinite  class,  and  ever  since  Gateward's  case* 
"  it  has  been  held  that  you  cannot  claim  by  prescription  a  right 
"  like  this — which  is  a  profit  a  prendre — on  behalf  of  a  large  and 
"  indefinite  class  of  that  kind.  Such  a  claim  cannot  be  main- 
"  tained  by  prescription.  Of  course  reference  has  been  made  to 
"  the  exception  introduced  by  the  case  of  Goodman  v.  Mayor  of 
"  Saltash*  That  was  a  case  in  which  certain  persons  claimed 
"  against  a  corporation  a  right  of  dredging  for  oysters,  and  there, 
"  the  usage  having  been  shown  to  have  existed  as  of  right  and 
"  without  interruption  in  such  a  manner  as  would  justify  a  claim 
"  by  prescription,  the  Court  felt  themselves  bound  to  refer  that 
"  usage  to  some  legal  origin,  and  invented  a  most  ingenious  legal 

1  Lords    Seloorne,    Cairns,   Watson,  »  6  Rep.  59  b. 

Bramwell  and  Fitzgerald.  «  7  App.  Cas.  633. 

1  46  Ch.  D.  98,  at  p.  107  ;  62  L.  T.  264. 
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"  origin  by  supposing  a  grant  to  the  corporation  in  trust  for 
"  certain  persons,  the  free  inhabitants  of  ancient  tenements 
"  within  the  borough.  In  that  way  they  got  over  the  difficulty 
"  which  Gateward's  case  had  introduced,  namely,  that  such  a 
"  right  could  not  be  claimed  by  prescription.  But  here  I  have 
"  nothing  of  the  kind.  There  is  no  possibility  of  inventing  such 
"  a  mode  of  escaping  from  the  difficulty  in  this  case  as  was 
"  invented  in  the  case  of  Goodman  v.  Mayor  of  Saltash.  Here 
"  there  is  no  corporation  who  could  be  trustee  for  this  indefinite 
"  class  of  the  right  claimed.  Therefore  the  case  does  not  seem 
"  to  me  to  come  within  the  exception  which  that  authority  has 
"  introduced.  It  seems  to  me  that,  for  either  of  these  reasons,  a 
"  claim  simply  by  prescription  cannot  possibly  be  maintained  in 
"  this  case."  x 

As  such  profit  a  prendre,  a  fishery  may  exist  either  in  gross,  or 
as  appurtenant  to  a  manor,3  and,  in  some  cases,  as  appurtenant 
to  a  house  or  to  land.8  A  right  of  fishery  in  gross  is  not  within 
the  Prescription  Act  (2  <£  8  Will.  IV.  c.  71),*  and  would  appear  not 
to  be  a  sufficient  interest  in  land  to  give  a  claim  to  compensation 
under  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act.6 

Much  difficulty  arises,  especially  in  the  interpretation  of  old  The  various 
cases,  from  the  confusion  of  the  terms  used  to  express  the  j^ery!' 
various  kinds  of  fishery  recognized  by  the  law,  and  from  sufficient 
attention  not  having  been  paid  to  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the 
kinds  of  fishery  may  exist  either  in  the  owner  of  the  soil,  or  in  a 
stranger, — in  which  two  cases  the  law,  as  to  trespass  particularly, 
will  materially  differ.6  It  will  be  the  most  convenient  course 
here  to  attempt,  in  the  first  place,  to  define  and  explain  the 
various  kinds  of  fishery  and  their  incidents,  and  then  to  proceed 
to  consider  how  and  where  such  rights  of  fishery  may  be 
enjoyed.  Finally,  we  shall  enumerate  and  discuss  the  various 
statutory  regulations  of  and  restrictions  on  the  rights  of  fishery, 
with  regard  to  the  kinds  of  fish  which  may  be  caught,  and  the 


1  The  Court  of  Appeal  (Cotton,  L.  J., 
Bowen,  L.  J.,  and  Fry,  L.  J.)  were 
unanimous  in  affirming  Kay,  J.'s  judg- 
ment. 

8  Rogers  v.  Allen,  1  Camp.  305 ;  10 
R.  R.  689 ;  Shuttleworth  v.  Le  Fleming, 
19  C.  B.,  N.  S.  702.  per  Willes,  J.; 
Wickhnm  v.  Hawker,  7  M.  &  W.  63. 

8  Hayes  v.  Bridge*,  1  R.,  L.  &  S.  390  ; 
see  Edgar  v.  Fishery  Commissioners,  23 
L.  T.,  N.  S.  732. 


*  Shuttleworth  v.  Le  Fleming,  supra  ; 
Bland  v.  Lipscombe,  4  E.  &  B.  713; 
Neill  v.  Devonshire,  8  App.  Cas.  135. 

*  Bird  v.  Great  Eastern  Rail.  Co., 
19  C.  B.,  N.  S.  268. 

6  See  Paterson's  Fishery  Laws,  p.  4, 
and  per  Fitzgerald,  B.,  in  Bloomjield  v. 
Johnson,  Ir.  R.,  8  C.  L.  107 ;  Aclwson  v. 
Henry,  Ir.  R.,  7  C.  L.  486;  Achexon's 
Estate,  In  re,  Ir.  R.,  3  Eq.  103. 
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Common 
fishery. 


Several 
fishery. 


means  which  may  be  used  to  catch  them,  and  the  seasons  daring 
which  they  may  be  caught. 

The  kinds  of  fishery  mentioned  in  our  books  are,  according  to 
the  best  authorities,  four  in  number,1 — viz.  (1)  A  common 
fishery ;  (2)  A  several  fishery ;  (3)  A  free  fishery ;  (4)  A  common 
of  fishery.  A  fishery  in  gross  is  also  sometimes  mentioned ;  but 
such  a  fishery  is  merely  any  of  the  last  three  kinds  when  enjoyed 
apart  from  the  ownership  of  the  soil  over  which  the  water  flows. 
We  shall  make  use  of  the  words  temtorial  fisheiij  to  define  that 
kind  of  several  and  exclusive  fishery  arising  from  and  connected 
with  the  ownership  of  the  soil  in  non-tidal  waters. 

A  common  fishery  is  that  kind  of  right  which  all  the  public 
have  to  fish  in  the  sea  and  in  tidal  navigable  rivers,  as  far  as 
the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide.  This  right  cannot  exist  in 
non-tidal  waters,  whether  they  be  navigable  or  not.2 

A  several  fishery  is  a  right  of  fishing  in  a  particular  place 
exclusive  of  all  others.3  This  right  may  exist,  as  will  be  seen 
hereafter,  in  tidal  waters  as  a  royal  franchise  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  public — in  which  case  it  is  sometimes  called  a  free  fishery. 
The  word  "  several  "  or  "  separalis  "  piscaria  is  not  necessary  to 
create  a  several  fishery.4  It  exists  prima  facie  in  the  owner  of 
the  soil  of  non-tidal  waters — in  which  case  it  may  be  called  a 
territorial  fishery.  Finally,  it  may  be  enjoyed  in  non- tidal 
waters  by  a  stranger  by  grant  or  prescription  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  owner  of  the  soil.  The  owner  of  a  several  fishery, 
whether  owner  of  the  soil  or  not,  can  maintain  trespass  for 
breaking  his  several  fishery  and  taking  his  fish,6  and  has  a 
privileged  property  in  the  fish  before  they  are  caught.6 

A  several  fishery  or  exclusive  right  to  take  all  the  fish  at  a 
certain  place,  when  not  a  territorial  right,  would  appear  to  be 
always  claimed  in  gross,  or  as  appurtenant  to  a  manor,7  as 


1  See  Paterson'8  Fishery  Laws,  pp.  4, 
45  ;  Woolrych  on  Waters,  p.  75  :  Houck 
on  Navigable  Rivera,  p.  138. 

»  Pearce  v.  Scotches  9  Q.  B.  D.  162  ; 
Smith  y.  Andrew*,  (1891)  2  Ch.  675  ; 
Mvsset  v.  Burch,  35  L.  T.,  N.  S.  486  ; 
Hargrearv*  v.  Diddamt,  L.  R.,  10  Q.  B. 
587  ;  Bloomjield  v.  Johnson,  lr.  R.,  8 
C.  L.  68  ;  see  also  A.-O.  v.  Emerson, 
(1891)  App.  Cas.  649 ;  Hinds  on  v.  Ashby, 
(1896)  2  Ch.  1. 

3  Maleolmson  v.  O'Dea,  10  H.  L.  593  ; 
9  L.  T.  93,  per  Willes,  J.  ;  Bloomjield  v. 
Johnson,  lr.  R.,  8  C.  L.  68  ;  Holford  v. 


Bailey,  13  Q.  B.  426 ;  Seymour  v. 
Court  enay,  5  Burr.  2815  ;  Co.  Litt. 
122  a ;  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  p.  1  ;  Gipps 
v.  Woollieot,  Skin.  677  ;  Smith  v.  Kemp, 
2  Salk.  637 ;  Kinnerxley  v.  Orpe,  1 
Doug.  56. 

4  Hanbury  v.  Jenkins,  (1901)  2  Ch. 
401. 

*  Holford  v.  Bailey,  13  Q.  B.  426  ;  18 
L.  J.,  Q.  B.  109. 

6  Child  v.  GreenhUl,  Cro.  Car.  553. 

7  Roger*  v.  Allen,  1  Camp.  311 ;  10 
R.  R.  689. 
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such  a  right  is  too  exclusive  to  be  claimed  as  appurtenant  to 
land.1 

A  free  fishery,  also  sometimes  called  a  common  of  fishery,  is  a  Free  fishery, 
fishery  in  a  certain  plaee,  not  exclusive,  but  co-extensive  with 
the  rights  of  others.2  It  may  exist  in  tidal  waters,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  public ;  in  which  case  it  resembles  a  several 
fishery,  except  that  it  is  enjoyed  by  two  or  more  persons.  It 
may  exist  in  the  owner  of  the  soil  of  non-tidal  waters  in  con- 
junction with  others,  or  it  may  exist  in  two  or  more  strangers, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  owner  of  the  soil.3  The  main  distinction 
between  a  several  and  a  free  fishery  is,  that  the  one  is  exclusive, 
and  the  other  is  not ; 4  and  that,  in  non-tidal  waters,  a  several 
fishery  implies  a  right  to  the  soil,  while  a  free  fishery  does  not.6 
Formerly  also,  when  different  forms  of  action  could  not  be 
joined,  there  was  an  important  distinction  between  the  owners 
of  a  several,  and  of  a  free  fishery ;  for  the  owner  of  a 
several  fishery  could  maintain  an  action  of  trespass  for  the 
breaking  of  his  fishery,  and  taking  his  fish,  whether  he  was 
owner  of  the  soil  or  not ;  whereas  the  owner  of  a  free  fishery, 
unless  also  owner  of  the  soil,  could  not  maintain  trespass,  but 
had  only  a  right  of  action  on  the  case  for  disturbance.6  The 
owner  of  a  free  fishery  has  not,  it  appears,  such  a  property  in 
the  fish  before  they  are  caught,  as  to  enable  him  to  maintain 
trespass  for  taking  fish,  such  fish  not  being  property  till  they 
are  caught.7  A  free  fishery  may  be  claimed  in  gross  or  as 
appurtenant  to  land.8 

The  term  "free  fishery,"  however,  is  frequently  used  to 
express  a  several  fishery  in  a  public  river ;  and  much  confusion 
has  arisen  from  the  ambiguous  use  of  the  term.  Willes,  J., 
remarks  in  a  case,  already  cited,9  "  Some  discussion  took  place 


1  Edgar  v.  Oommissionrrs  of  Fisheries, 
23  L.  T.,  N.  S.  732. 

a  Seymour  v.  Comienuy,  5  Burr.  2814  : 
Malcolmson  v.  CTDea,  10  H.  L.  593  ; 
9  L.  T.  93  ;  Ilol/ord  v.  Bailey,  13  Q.  B. 
445  ;  Gipps  v.  Woollicot,  3  Salk.  291  : 
Co.  Litt.  122  a. 

3  See  Paterson's  Fishery  Laws,  p.  53. 

4  In  Bloomjield  v.  Johnson  it  was  held, 
that  the  grant  of  a  free  fishery,  especially 
by  the  Crown,  is  the  grant  of  a  fishery 
not  exclusive,  and  evidence  cannot  be 
received  to  show  that  it  was  intended 
to  exclude  the  grantee. 

*  Holford  v.  Bailey,  13  Q.  B.  426; 
18  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  109 ;  Marshall  v.  Ulles- 


xoater,  3  B.  &  S.  732  ;  41  L.  J.,  Q.B.  41 ; 
25  L.  T.  793  ;  see  also  Bloomfield  v. 
Johnson.  Ir.  R.,  8  C.  L.  105  ;  A.-Q.  v. 
Emerson,  (1891)  App.  Cas.  649. 

6  Bloomp'eld  v.  Johnson,  per  Fitz- 
gerald, B.,*  Ir.  R.,  8  C.  h.  68  ;  Holford  v. 
Bailey,  13  Q.  B.  426  ;  Gipps  v.  Woollicot, 
Skin.  677,  per  Holt,  C.  J. ;  Upton  v. 
Dawkin*,  3  Mod.  97. 

7  Bloom  field  v.  Johnson,  supra, 

8  See  per  Willes,  J.,  in  Edgar  v. 
Commi**ioners  of  Fisheries,  23  L.  T., 
N.  S.  732  ;  Rogers  v.  Allen,  1  Camp.  311 ; 
10  R.  R.  689  ;  Hayes  v.  Bridges,  1  R., 
L.  &  S.  390. 

9  Malcolmson  v.  O'Dea,  10  H.  L.  693. 
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"  during  the  argument  as  to  the  proper  name  of  such  a  fishery, 
"  whether  it  ought  not  to  have  been  called  in  the  pleadings, 
"following  Blackstone,  a  'free/  instead  of  a  'several'  fishery. 
"  This  is  more  of  the  confusion  which  the  ambiguous  use  of  the 
"  word  *  free '  has  occasioned,  from  as  early  as  the  Year  Book, 
"  7  Hen.  VII. ,  13,  down  to  the  case  of  Holford  v.  Bailey,1  where 
"  it  was  clearly  shown  that  the  only  substantial  distinction  is 
"  between  an  exclusive  right  of  fishery,  usually  called  '  several,' 
"sometimes  'free'  (used  as  in  free  warren),  and  a  right  in 
"common  with  others,  usually  called  'common  of  fishery,' 
"sometimes  'free'  (used  as  in  free  port).  The  fishery  in  this 
"  case  is  sufficiently  described  as  a  several  fishery,  which  means 
"  an  exclusive  right  to  fish  in  a  given  place,  either  with  or 
"  without  the  property  in  the  soil." 

Where  the  owner  of  a  several  fishery  grants  a  free  fishery,  the 
grantee  takes  a  free  fishery;  but  where  he  grants  his  fishery 
without  specifying  what  kind  of  fishery,  the  whole  fishery  will 
pass.3 

An  exclusive  fishery,  it  seems,  may  be  divided,  without  losing 
its  proper  character;  for  where  a  grantor  granted  a  several 
fishery,  with  the  exception  of  an  oystery,  and  reserving  to  himself 
to  take  fish  for  the  supply  of  his  own  table,  it  was  held  that  this 
was  the  grant  of  a  several  fishery ;  for,  said  the  Court,  "  In  order 
"  to  constitute  a  several  fishery,  it  is  requisite  that  the  party 
"  claiming  it  should  have  the  right  of  fishing,  independent  of  all 
"  others,  as  that  no  person  should  have  a  co-extensive  right 
"  with  him  in  the  subject  claimed ;  for  where  a  person  has  a 
"  co-extensive  right,  there  is  only  a  free  fishery.  But  we  think 
"  that  a  partial  independent  right  in  another,  or  a  limited  liberty, 
"  does  not  derogate  from  the  right  of  the  several  owner."  3 

A  common  of  fishery  appears  to  be  much  the  same  as  a  free 
fishery — i.e.,  a  right  not  exclusive  to  fish  in  a  particular  place, 
and  is  often  used  in  this  sense,  but  it  is  generally  used  to  express 
the  right  acquired  by  tenants  of  a  manor  to  fish  in  the  waters  of 
the  lord.  This  right  is  on  the  same  footing  as  other  commons, 
and  depends  much  in  each  case  on  the  custom  of  the  manor.     It 


1  18  Q.  B.  426. 

8  Alderman  of  London  v.  Hastings,  2 
Sid.  8  ;  Paget  v.  Millet,  3  Dougl.  43. 

■  Seymour  v.  Gmrtenay,  5  Burr.  2815  ; 
see  also  Holford  v.  PHtchard,  8  Ex. 
793  ;  Bird  v.  Higgemon,  2  A.  &  E.  696, 
as  to  the  right  of    letting  part  of  a 


fishery  ;  see  also  1  Mod.  106  ;  see  as  to 
effect  of  barony  grants  of  fishing  under 
the  law  of  Scotland,  Lord  Advocate  v. 
Sinclair.  L.  R.,  1  H.  L.  Sc.  176  ;  Lord 
Advocate  v.  Lovat,  5  App.  Cas.  273 ; 
McDouall  v.  Lord  Advocate,  L.  R.,  2  H. 
L.  Sc.  401. 
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is  generally  appendant  or  appurtenant  to  the  copyhold  tenements 
of  the  manor,  but  in  some  cases  is  held  in  gross.1 

"A  common  of  fishery,"  says  Paterson,*  "is  of  three  kinds — 
common  appendant,  common  appurtenant,  and  common  in 
gross.  A  common  appendant  is  a  right  inseparably  annexed 
to  the  possession  of  a  particular  house,  and  the  extent  of  the 
right  is  measured  by  the  reasonable  requirements  of  the  family. 
It  is  a  right  of  a  permanent  nature  attached  to  a  house,  and  is 
not  available  to  mere  inhabitants  or  lodgers,  but  is  restricted  to 
him  who  has  an  estate  or  interest  in  the  house.3  Hence  it  is 
that  the  inhabitants  of  a  vill  or  city  cannot  prescribe  for  such 
a  right,  as  there  would  be  an  uncertain  measure  of  claimants.4 
A  common  of  piscary  appurtenant  is  a  right  claimed  by  a 
person  in  respect  of  a  house  not  necessarily  connected  by  way 
of  tenure  or  otherwise  with  the  liberty  of  the  fishery;  the  right 
must  have  been  granted  by  deed  within  the  time  of  legal 
memory.5  It  may  also  be  severed  from  the  house  and  land  to 
which  it  is  appurtenant.6  Common  in  gross  is  a  right  claimed 
by  a  person  not  in  respect  of  any  land,  but  under  a  grant,  or, 
what  is  equivalent,  by  prescriptive  user."  A  common  of  fishery 
is  not  correctly  described  by  alleging  it  to  be  a  common  fishery.7 

A  right  of  fishery  apart  from  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  being  Licences  to 
an  incorporeal  hereditament,  can  only  be  conveyed  by  deed.8  A 
licence  to  fish  is  distinct  from  a  right  of  fishery,  and  is  revocable 
at  will.  A  licence  (in  order  to  be  binding  on  the  grantor),  even 
for  an  hour,  must  be  granted  by  deed.9  But  the  fishery  may  be 
let  by  verbal  agreement,  and  even  where  no  rent  has  been  agreed 
upon,  the  landlord  is  entitled  to  sue  the  tenant  for  a  reasonable 
rent  for  use  and  occupation.10 

A  grant  by  deed  to  the  plaintiffs  for  a  term  of  years  of  "the 
"  exclusive  right  of  fishing"  in  a  defined  part  of  a  river,  with  a 
proviso  that  "the  right  of  fishing  hereby  granted  shall  only 
"  extend  to  fair  rod  and  line  angling,  and  to  netting  for  the  sole 


fish. 


1  Paterson's  Fishery  Laws,  p.  55 ; 
Woolrych,  p.  127  ;  4  Edw.  IV.  29. 

2  Fishery  Laws,  p.  56. 

3  Gate  ward's  case,  6  Rep.  59  b  ;  Cro. 
Jac.  152. 

4  Ordeway  v.  Orme,  1  Bulst.  183 ; 
linneg  t.  Fisher,  2  Bulst.  87  ;  English 
v.  Burnell,  2  Wils.  258.  See  ante, 
pp.  837  et  seq. 

5  Cowlam  v.  Slack,  15  East,  107 ;  13 
B.  R.  401  ;  Pretty  v.  Butler,  2  Sid.  87. 


6  Teniel  v.  Heirship ,  3  Keb.  66  ;  Hayes 
v.  Bridges,  1  RM  L.  &  S.  P90. 

7  Bennett  v.  Coster,  3  Taunt.  183  ;  2 
Moore,  85  ;  19  R.  R.  491. 

8  Duke  of  Somerset  v.  Fog  well,  5  B. 
&  C.  875;  29  It.  R.  449;  Bird  v. 
Higgenson,  2  A.  &  E.  696. 

»  Holford  v.  Bailey,  13  Q.  B.  426,  per 
Parke,  B. :  Hopkins  v.  Robinson,  2  Lev.  2. 
M  Holford  v.  Pritchard,  3  Ex.  793. 
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"  purpose  of  procuring  fish  baits,"  has  been  held  by  the  Court 
of  Appeal  not  to  give  a  mere  licence  to  fish,  but  a  right  to 
fish  and  to  carry  away  the  fish  caught ;  that  this  was  a  profit 
a  prendre,  and  was  an  incorporeal  hereditament ;  and  that  the 
plaintiffs  had  a  right  of  action  against  anyone  who  wrongfully 
did  any  act  by  which  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  given  to  them 
by  the  deed  was  prejudicially  affected.1 

Having  now  defined  the  various  kinds  of  fishery  recognized  by 
the  law,  we  now  propose  to  consider  how  and  where  such  rights 
can  be  enjoyed. 

Fishery  in  the  Sea. 

Fishery  in  On  the  high  seas  the  right  of  fishing  is  common  to  all  the 

the  high  seas    wori(j  without  any  restriction  or  limitation  whatever,  either  as 

is  common  to  J 

all  the  world,   to  the  description  of  fish  that  may  be  caught,  or  the  means  of 

catching  them,  except  as  provided  in  the  conventions  with  certain 
foreign  states,  which  are  considered  post,  p.  879.  When,  how- 
ever, disputes  of  a  private  character  arise  on  the  open  sea  between 
fishermen  of  different  countries,  the  solution  of  these  disputes  is 
regulated  by  the  custom  of  the  locality  where  they  occur.  But 
such  custom  to  be  binding  must  be  clearly  understood  by  all 
those  who  frequent  the  locality  in  question.2 

Fishery  in  The  rights  of  fishery  within  the  territorial  waters  of  the  realm 

wate^ofThe    w^hin  the  distance  of  three  nautical  miles  of  low  water  mark 
realm.  would  appear  to  be  vested  exclusively  in  the  subjects  of  the  realm 

by  international  law,  evidenced  by  treaty  or  immemorial  user, 
the  subjects  of  one  country  not  being  entitled  to  fish  within  the 
territorial  sea  of  another  without  a  licence  from  the  Crown  or 
sovereign  authority.8  Within  the  ports  and  harbours  and  in  the 
sea  within  the  body  of  a  county,  or  intra  fauces  terrte,  and  between 
high  and  low  water  mark,  the  fishery  is,  by  common  law,  common 
to  all  the  subjects  of  the  realm,  subject  to  legal  restrictions 
mentioned  hereafter. 
Convention  By  a  convention  entered  into  with  the  French  government, 

wi       ranee,    wkieh  jg  embodied  in  the  Sea  Fisheries  Act,  1868,4  it  is  provided 

1  Fitzgerald  v.  Firbank.  (1897)  2  Ch.  Laws,  pp.  6,  7,  and  cases  cited  there  ; 

96  ;  76  L.  T.  584,  C.  A.  Littledale  v.  Soaith,  1   Taunt.  243  a :  9 

*  Aberdeen  Arctic    Co.   v.   Sutter.   4  R.  R.  762  ;  Uogarth  v.  Jackson,  M.  &  M. 

Macq.  App.  Cas.  355  ;  Fmnings  v.  Lord  58  ;  Skinner  v.  Chapman,  M.&  M.  59,  n. 

Grenville,  1   Taunt.  147  ;  9  R.  R.   760;  3  See  Paterson's  Fishery  Laws,  p.  6 ; 

Young  v.  Hitchrns,  6  Q.  B.  606  ;  1).  &  M.  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  c.  4  ;  Bel  den,  Mare 

592  ;  and  as  to  whale  fishery  under  28  Olausum,  bk.  11,  c.  81  ;  see  also  Reg.  v. 

Geo.  III.  c.  20,  see  Lacon  v.  Cooper,  1  Keyn,  2  Ex.  Div.  205  ;  46  L.  J.,  M.  C.  17. 

Esp.  246  ;  see  also  Paterson's   Fishery  4  31  &  32  Vict.  c.  45. 
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that  British  fishermen  shall  enjoy  the  exclusive  right  of  fishery 
within  three  nautical  miles  from  low  water  mark  of  the  British 
coast,  and  that  French  fishermen  shall  enjoy  the  same  privilege 
within  three  nautical  miles  of  the  French  coast,  except  as  to  that 
portion  of  the  French  coast  between  Cape  Carteret  and  Point 
Meinga.  The  distance  of  three  miles  with  respect  to  bays,  the 
mouths  of  which  do  not  exceed  ten  miles  in  width,  is  to  be 
measured  from  a  straight  line  drawn  from  headland  to  headland. 
Various  regulations  and  restrictions  on  the  manner  of  taking, 
and  the  seasons  for  taking  fish,  are  imposed  by  this  and  by 
conventions  with  other  states,  confirmed  by  statute,  as  to  the 
fisheries  outside  the  territorial  waters.1 

The  right  of  fishing  in  the  sea  being  common  to  all  subjects  of 
the  realm,  a  prescription  for  such  a  right  annexed  to  a  tenement 
is  bad.2 

Fishery  in  Tidal  Waters. 

The  right  of  fishing  in  the  sea  between  high  and  low  water  The  public 
mark,  in  tidal  waters,  in  estuaries  and  arms  of  the  sea,  and  in  llght# 
public  navigable  rivers,  so  far  as  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows,  is  prima 
facie  vested  in  all  the  subjects  of  the  realm.8  It  seems  somewhat 
doubtful  whether  this  right  is  to  be  considered  as  belonging  to 
the  public  of  common  right,  or  whether  they  derive  it  from  the 
Crown  as  owner  of  the  bed  and  soil  of  tidal  waters  ; 4  but,  how- 
ever acquired,  this  right  is  now  absolute  and  cannot  be  barred 
or  interfered  with  by  grant  or  charter  from  the  Crown.5  This 
public  right  includes  the  right  of  fishing  on  the  shore  between 
high  and  low  water  mark,  and  of  taking  shell-fish  there,  though 
it  appears  doubtful  whether  the  public  have  a  right  to  take  fish 
shells.6  This  right  of  using  the  shore,  however,  does  not,  in  the 
absence  of  prescription,  extend  to  the  right  of  using  the  adjoining 
land  for  the  purposes  of  fishery,  either  in  the  way  of  fixing  nets 
by  stakes,  or  drying  nets,  or  drawing  them  ashore,  or  of  drawing 
up  or  leaving  boats  for  future  use,  or  of  loading  and  unloading 
fish  or  other  goods  at  all  times    and    not    under  peril   and 


1  See  post,  pp.  391,  396. 

2  Ward  v.  Crenwell,  Willes,  265. 

8  Malcolmson  v.  (TDea,  10  H.  L.  593  ; 
Murphy  v.  Ryan,  Ir.  R.,  2  C.  L.  143  ; 
Bristotw  v.  Cormican,  3  App.  Cas. 
641,  per  Lord  Blackburn ;  Wyse  v. 
Leahy,  Ir.  R.,  9  C.  L.  384  ;  Crichton  v. 
Colley,  19  W.  R.  107 ;  Reg.  v.  Stint  son, 
4   B.  k  S.  301  ;    Carter  v.  Mureott,  4 


Burr.  2163 ;    Fitzwalter's  cane,  1  Mod. 
106  ;  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  p.  1,  c.  4. 

4  As  to  this,  see  Woolrych  on  Waters, 
p.  76  ;  and  Mat/or  of  Carlisle  v.  Graham, 
L.  R.,  4  Ex.  361  ;  38  L.  J.,  Ex.  226  ;  21 
L.  T.  133. 

5  Warren  v.  Mathews,  6  Mod.  73. 

6  Blundell  v.  Catteral,  5  B.  &  A.  299  ; 
24  R.  R.  353,  per  Holroyd,  J. 
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necessity;1  as  such  rights  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of 
permanent  private  property,  such  rights  may,  however,  it  seems, 
be  gained  by  custom  by  the  fishermen  of  a  particular  locality.3 

Thus  where  the  oysters  in  a  certain  oyster  fishery  were  when 
freshly  dredged  unfit  for  consumption  by  reason  of  their  being 
contaminated  with  certain  impurities  in  the  water  in  which  the 
oyster  beds  were  situate,  and  the  fishermen,  in  order  to  render 
the  oysters  marketable,  had  been  used  from  time  immemorial  to 
deposit  them  for  a  time  after  dredging,  upon  the  foreshore  in 
another  part  of  the  fishery  where  the  water  was  pure,  it  was 
held,  that  this  practice  might  be  justified  as  against  the  owners 
of  the  soil  of  the  foreshore  as  being  incidental  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  public  right  of  oyster  fishing  both  by  custom  and  by  the 
common  law.3 

It  would  appear  that,  by  common  law,  the  public  have  the 
right  of  catching  in  the  sea  and  public  rivers  all  the  fish  they 
can  by  all  means  which  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  rights  of 
others,  but  that  any  undue  interference  with  the  rights  of  others 
is  a  nuisance  and  indictable.4  The  right  of  public  fishery, 
however,  includes  the  right  to  use  lawful  nets.6 

It  has  been  held  by  the  Irish  Court  of  Exchequer,  that  an 
infringement  of  the  public  right  of  fishery  is  actionable  on  proof 
of  special  damage,  and  that  a  member  of  the  public  who  was 
licensed  to  fish  in  the  upper  waters  of  a  tidal  river  could  maintain 
an  action  against  a  person  who  by  unlawfully  fishing  in  the  lower 
waters  of  the  river,  within  certain  limits  prohibited  by  statute, 
caused  damage  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  exercise  of  his  right  to  fish.6 

The  public  have  no  right  to  take  royal  fish, — i.e.  whale, 
sturgeon,  or  porpoise,  which,  whether  caught  in  the  sea  or 
thrown  on  the  shore  within  the  realm,  are  the  property  of  the 
Crown  and  not  of  the  finder.7 

The  public  common  fishery  is,  it  would  appear,  confined 
to  the  sea  and  tidal  waters,  and  cannot  exist  at  law  in  non-tidal 


1  Hckester  v.  Bnshleigh.  5  T.  L.  R. 
739  ;  61  L.  T.  477  ;  as  to  mooring  of 
fishing  boats  as  an  incident  of  naviga- 
tion, see  A.-G.  v.  Wright,  (1897)  2  Q.  B, 
318,  post,  p.  433. 

2  Year  Book,  13  Hen.  VIII.  15,  6 ; 
8  Edw.  IV.  19,  pi.  30 ;  Hale  de  Port. 
Maris,  p.  86  ;  Year  Book,  15  Edw.  IV. 
f.  29  A,  pi.  7  ;  Padwick  v.  Knight,  7  Ex. 
861  ;  Blvndell  v.  Catteral,  5  B.  &  Aid. 
291  ;  24  R.  R.  353  ;  see  also  Alton  v. 
Stephens,  1  App.  Cas.  456,  H.  L.  Sc. 


3  Truro  Corporation  v.  Rowe,  (1901) 
2  K.  B.  870. 

4  As  to  this,  see  Paterson,p.  33  ;  Lecon- 
feld  v.  Lonsdale,  L.  R.,  5  C.  P.  664 ; 
Hamilton  v.  Donegal,  3  Ridg.  P.  C.  267  ; 
see  also  Young  v.  Hitchens,  6  Q.  B.  606. 

6  Warren  v.  Mathews,  6  Mod.  73. 

6  Whelan  v.  Hewson,  Ir.  R.,  6  C.  L. 
283. 

7  See  Hall  on  the  Seashore,  p.  80  ; 
Paterson's  Fishery  Laws,  pp.  24,  265, 
and  ante,  Chap.  I.  p.  46. 
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waters,  although  navigable  and  navigated  from  time  immemorial, 
for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  the  right  to  navigate  giving  no 
right  to  fish.  Moreover,  no  prescriptive  right  can  be  acquired 
by  the  public  by  user  beyond  living  memory.1 

It  has  been  held  by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  that  where 
a  non- tidal  river  was  made  navigable  by  an  Act  of  Parliament 
which  did  not  expressly  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  riparian 
owners,  none  of  the  incidents  attaching  to  a  navigable  river 
up  to  the  flow  and  reflow  of  the  tide  can  properly  attach,  and 
that,  therefore,  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the  public  to  fish  there 
is  a  claim  to  a  right  which  cannot  exist  at  law.2 

Following  this,  the  Court  of  Exchequer  has  held,  that  such 
a  right  cannot  exist  at  law  in  a  non-tidal  river  which  had  been 
made  navigable  by  locks,  although  evidence  was  given  of  user 
by  the  public  of  the  right  of  fishing  for  more  than  forty  years.3 

From  these  cases  it  is  clear  that  where  a  non-navigable  river 
has  been  made  navigable  by  artificial  means,  the  public  right  of 
fishery  cannot  exist. 

The  question,  however,  as  to  the  right  of  the  public  to  fish  in 
non-tidal  waters  which  have  been  navigable  and  navigated  from 
time  immemorial,  is  one  on  which  much  difference  of  opinion  has 
prevailed.  In  the  Irish  Court  of  Common  Pleas,4  this  question 
arose  as  to  the  right  of  fishing  in  the  river  Barrow,  which  was 
proved  to  be  in  the  place  in  question,  a  non-tidal  navigable  river 
which  had  been  navigated  from  time  immemorial,  and  in  which 
there  had  been  an  immemorial  usage  of  fishing  by  the  public. 
The  Court  held,  that  as  the  right  of  the  public  to  fish  in  the  sea 
and  its  arms  and  estuaries,  and  in  tidal  waters,  depends  on  the 
ownership  of  the  soil  by  the  sovereign  as  trustee  for  the  public, 
such  a  right  could  not  be  claimed  by  the  public  in  non-tidal 
waters  where  the  soil  belongs  prima  facie  to  the  riparian  owners 
usque  ad  medium  filum  aqua,  and  not  to  the  Crown ;  and  that, 
moreover,  such  a  right  could  not  be  established  by  immemorial 
user  being  a  claim  to  a  profit  a  prendre  in  the  soil  of  another, 
which  might  involve  the  destruction  of  his  property.6  "  Upon 
"  full  consideration  of  the  case8,,,  says  O'Hagan,  J.,  "it  will,  I 

1  Murphy  x.  Ryan,  Ir.  R.,  2  C.  L.  143  ;      see  also  O'lYeil  v.  McElaine,  16  Ir.  Ch. 
Pearce    v.   Scotcher,  9  Q.  B.  D.   162  ;       R.  280. 

Smith  v.  Andrews,  (1891)  2  Ch.  678  ;  *  Murphy  v.  Ryan,  Ir.  R.,  2  C.  L.  143. 

Xeill  v.  Decmvshire,  8  App.  Cas.  135.  5  See  Hudson  v.  McRae,  4  B.  &  S. 

2  Hargreares  v.  Diddams,  L.  R.,  10  585  ;   Race  v.    Ward,  4  E.  &  B.  713  ; 
Q.  B.  582  ;  44  L.  J.,  M.  C.  78 ;  32  L.  T.  600.  Bland  v.   Lipscombe,   4   E.   &  B.  713, 

3  Musset  v.  Burch,  35  L.  T.,  N.  S.  486  ;  note  (<?). 
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"  think,  appear,  that  no  river  has  been  ever  held  navigable, 
"  bo  as  to  vest  in  the  Grown  its  bed  and  soil,  and  in  the  public 
"  the  right  of  fishing,  merely  because  it  has  been  used  as  a 
"general  highway  for  the  purpose  of  navigation;  and  that 
"  beyond  the  point  to  which  the  sea  ebbs  and  flows  even  in 
"  a  river  so  used  for  public  purposes,  the  soil  is  prima  facie 
"  in  the  riparian  owner,  and  the  right  of  fishing  private." 

In  the  cases  of  Pearce  v.  Scotcher,1  and  Stnith  v.  Andrews,2 
the  Courts  have  fully  adopted  the  law  laid  down  in  Murphy  v. 
Ryan,  and  held  that  there  can  be  no  public  right  of  fishery  in 
non-tidal  waters,  even  where  an  immemorial  usage  has  been 
proved.  So  it  has  been  held  in  Rcece  v.  Miller*  that  in  the 
part  of  a  navigable  river  where  the  water  was  not  salt  and  in 
ordinary  tides  unaffected  by  any  tidal  influence,  though  upon 
the  occasion  of  very  high  tides  the  rising  of  the  salt  water  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  river  dammed  back  the  fresh  water,  and 
caused  it  upon  those  occasions  to  rise  and  fall  with  the  flow 
and  ebb  of  the  tide,  no  public  right  of  fishing  could  exist. 

In  the  case  of  Mayor  of  Carlisle  v.  Graham,  the  English  Court 
of  Exchequer  held,  following  Murphy  v.  Ryan,  that  as  the  public 
right  of  fishing  in  public  navigable  rivers  arose  from  the  owner- 
ship of  the  Crown  of  the  bed  of  such  rivers,  where  a  public 
navigable  river  changed  its  bed  and  flowed  over  a  channel  in  the 
soil  of  a  subject,  the  public  right  of  fishing  was  lost.4  In  Orr 
Ewing  v.  Colquhonn,  it  is  expressly  decided,  that  the  right  of 
navigation  on  non-  tidal  waters  confers  no  right  of  property 
on  the  public  navigating.5 
Inland  lakes.        In   the  case   of   Bloonnfield  v.  Johnson,6  the  Irish   Court  of 

Exchequer  Chamber  affirmed,  with  some  hesitation,  a  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  which  determined  that  there 
is  no  public  right  of  fishery  in  large  inland  non-tidal  navigable 
lakes.  The  same  point  was  raised  on  demurrer  in  a  subsequent 
Irish  case,7  and  the  Court  of  Exchequer  held  themselves  bound 
by  the  prior  decision  of  the  Exchequer  Chamber  in  Bloom  field  v. 
Johnson.  No  appeal  was  brought  from  this  judgment  on  the 
demurrer ;  but  on  appeal  to  the  Exchequer  Chamber  for  a  new  trial 
on  the  ground  of  misdirection  or  other  grounds,  Whiteside,  C.  J., 

1  9  Q.  B.  D.  162.  21  L.  T.  133. 

8  (1891)  2  Ch.  678.  *  2  App.  Cas.  839. 

8  8  Q.  B.  D.  626 :  51  L.  J.,  M.  C.  64  ;  6  Ir.  R.,  8  C.  L.  68.     See  also  jnst, 

see  also  Hindsonv.  Ashby,  (1896)  2  Ch.  1,  pp.  373  rt  *eq. 

per  Lindley,  L.  J.,  at  p.  9.  7  Brittmve  v.  Cormiean,  Ir.  R.,  10  C. 

4  L.  R.,  4  Ex.  361  ;  38  L.  J.,  Ex.  226  ;  L.  398. 
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strongly  expressed  his  dissent  from  the  principle  affirmed  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  on  the  demurrer.1  The 
case  subsequently  went  to  the  House  of  Lords,  but  the  point  as 
to  the  right  of  the  public  to  fish  not  being  before  the  House,  no 
decision  was  given  on  it,  but  their  Lordships  held  unanimously, 
that  the  Crown  has  no  prima  facie  right  to  the  soil  or  fishery  of 
non-tidal  waters,  though  they  were  doubtful  whether  the  rule,  that 
the  riparian  owners  on  non-  tidal  waters  are  prima  facie  entitled 
to  the  soil  ad  medium  filum  aqua,  applied  to  large  inland  lakes.3 

In  Blower  v.  Ellis*  and  Micklethwaitev.  Vincent  ,4  claims  by  mem- 
bers of  the  public  to  fish  in  the  Norfolk  Broads,  where  the  water 
was  proved  not  to  be  tidal,  were  held  not  to  be  founded  on  law.6 

If,  therefore,  it  be  law  that  the  public  right  of  fishing  is  a 
right  arising  from  the  ownership  by  the  Crown  of  the  bed  over 
which  the  water  flows,  it  seems  to  follow  from  necessity,  that  in 
rivers  above  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide,  in  which  the  owner- 
ship of  the  soil  is  undoubtedly  in  the  riparian  owners,  and  in 
large  navigable  non-tidal  lakes  where  it  is  undoubtedly  not  in 
the  Crown,  such  a  right  cannot  exist.  It  being,  however, 
undecided  to  whom  the  bed  of  such  lakes  belongs,  another 
element  of  difficulty  enters  into  the  subject  with  regard  to  them. 
In  the  case  of  Reg.  v.  Burrow,6  which  was  an  appeal  from  a 
conviction  by  justices  of  a  defendant  who  set  up  a  bond  fide  claim 
of  right  as  one  of  the  public  to  fish  in  Ulleswater,  Cockburn,  C.  J., 
seems  rather  to  doubt  the  principles  of  law  as  stated  in  Murphy 
v.  Ryan.  "  If,"  he  says,  "it  had  been  clearly  settled  that  the 
"  public  could  not  have  any  right  to  fish  in  a  navigable  river 
"  above  the  flow  of  the  tide,  it  might  be  different ;  but  I,  for 
"  one,  am  not  prepared  to  assent  to  that  proposition  without 
"further  argument;  and  though  there  is  recent  authority  for 
"  the  proposition,  that  case  may  be  taken  by  appeal  to  a  higher 
"  Court ;  and  in  my  opinion,  it  is  a  point  of  so  much  importance, 
"  that  it  should  be  taken,  if  necessary,  to  the  very  highest  Court 
"  in  the  realm ;  such  being  the  state  of  the  question  involved, 
"  and  seeing  that  the  defendant  gave  the  very  highest  proof  of 
"  bona  fides,  I  think  the  justices  ought  to  have  held  their  hands  ; 
"  and  I  must  say,  it  is  the  strongest  instance  of  such  a  course 
"  being  necessary  that  I  have  met  with  in  my  experience.'1 

1  Ir.  R.,  10  C.  L.  434.  4  67  L.  T.  228  (1892). 

*  3  App.   Cas.   641.  See  also  ante,  6  See  also  Hortie  v.  Mackenzie,  6  CI.  & 

Chap.  II.  pp.  105  et  seq.  F.  628. 

»  50  J.  P.  326  (1886).  6  34  Justice  of  Peace,  p.  53. 
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By  giant. 


By  preecrip 
lion. 


Several  Although  prima  facie  every  subject  is  entitled  to  fish  in  the 

tidaTwaters.     86a  an(*  tidal  waters,  yet  prior  to  Magna  Charta,  the  Grown  could 

by  its  prerogative  exclude  the  public  from  such  prima  facie  right, 
and  grant  the  exclusive  right  of  fishery  to  a  private  individual, 
either  together  with  or  distinct  from  the  soil.  The  Great  Charter 
restrained  this  exercise  of  prerogative  for  the  future,  but  left 
untouched  all  fisheries  which  were  made  several  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  public  by  act  of  the  Crown  not  later  than  reign  of 
How  claimed.  Henry  II.1  Where,  therefore,  an  individual  claims  a  several 
fishery  in  the  sea  or  tidal  waters,  he  must  prove  his  right  to  it, 
either  by  express  grant  from  the  Crown  prior  to  Magna  Charta, 
or  by  prescription  from  which  such  right  will  be  presumed.  In 
all  cases  the  presumption  is  against  the  claimant,  and  he  must 
establish  affirmatively  his  exclusive  right.2 

Where  he  can  prove  an  express  grant  or  charter  from  the 

Crown,  his  right  is  without  question.8    Where  the  claim  is  by 

prescription,  the  effect  of  the  evidence  in  such  cases  is  thus 

explained  by  Willes,  J.     "If  evidence  be  given  of  long  enjoyment 

'  of  a  fishery,  to  the  exclusion  of  others,  of  such  a  character  as 

*  to  establish  that  it  has  been  dealt  with  as  of  right  as  a  distinct 

*  and  separate  property,  and  that  there  is  nothing  to  show  that 
'  its  origin  was  modern,  the  result  is,  not  that  you  say,  this  is 
'  usurpation,  for  it  is  not  traced  back  to  Henry  II.,  but  that  you 
'  presume  that  the  fishery,  being  reasonably  shown  to  have  been 
'  dealt  with  as  property,  must  have  become  such  in  due  course 
'  of  law,  and,  therefore,  must  have  been  created  before  legal 
i  memory."  *    In  the  case  cited,  the  plaintiff  brought  an  action 

for  breaking  and  entering  his  several  fishery  on  the  Shannon ; 
and  defendant  set  up  as  a  defence  that  the  river  was  a  navigable 
river,  and  that  the  public  had  a  right  to  fish  there.  The 
plaintiff  put  in  evidence  a  patent  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  purporting 
to  grant  the  several  fishery  in  question,  and  defendant  contended 
that  the  sovereign  had  no  power  by  patent  or  otherwise  to  create 
a  several  fishery  in  a  navigable  river.  It  was  held  by  the  Irish 
Exchequer  Chamber,  that  the  grant  by  Elizabeth,  and  the  user 

per  Lord  Mansfield ;  Reg,  v.  Stimson,  4 
B.  &  8.  301  ;  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  p.  1, 
c.  4. 

8  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  p.  1 ,  c.  5. 

4  Malcolmson  v.  0'Dea%  10  H.  L.  at 

p.  618  ;  see  also  Gann  v.  Free  Fishers  of 

Whitstahle,  11  H.  L.  192  ;  cf.  also  Lord 

Advocate  v.  L&rat,  6  App.  Cas.  273,  per 

Lord  O'Hagan,  at  pp.  28^—289. 


1  Jfalcolmson  v.  ODea,  10  H.  L.  593  ; 
9  L.  T.  93  ;  Crichton  v.  Colley,  19  W.  R. 
107,  Ir.  Ex. ;  Carter  v.  Murcott,  4  Burr. 
2163;  Fitzwalter's  case,  1  Mod.  106; 
see  also  Duke  of  Northumberland  v. 
Houghton,  L.  R.,  5  Ex.  127  ;  39  L.  J.,  Ex. 
66  :  22  L.  T.  491. 

2  Crichton  v.  Colley,  19  W.  R.  107, 
Ir.  Ex. ;  Carter  v.  Murcott,  4  Burr.  2163, 
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under  it,  was  no  evidence  of  a  grant  before  Magna  Charta,  bat 
the  House  of  Lords  reversed  the  judgment,  and  held  that  the 
fact  of  the  Crown  dealing  with  such  a  right  in  the  days  of 
Elizabeth  was  prima  facie  evidence  that  the  right  had  a  legal 
origin,  i.e.,  had  been  exercised  before  Magna  Charta,  and,  that 
being  the  case,  the  several  fishery  could  lawfully  be  afterwards 
made  the  subject  of  a  grant  by  the  Crown  to  a  private  individual.1 
But  though  the  long  exclusive  enjoyment  of  a  several  fishery 
in  a  public  navigable  river  is  sufficient  prima  facie  evidence  to 
establish  the  presumption  that  the  Crown  had  granted  a  separate 
right  before  Magna  Charta,  yet  any  reasonable  ground  for  con- 
sidering that  the  user  had  not  been  exclusive,  may  be  sufficient 
to  negative  such  right.8  This  point  arose  on  a  case  stated 
by  the  special  commissioner  of  fisheries  for  the  opinion  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas.8  The  appellants  claimed  a  right  to 
a  several  fishery  by  means  of  a  raise  net  on  a  marsh  in  the 
estuary  of  the  tidal  river  Eden,  and  gave  proof  of  user  of  it  since 
1797,  though  the  right  was  contested  by  people  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. The  fishery  was  claimed  as  part  of  the  manor  of  Leonard 
Dacre,  who  was  attainted  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth ;  on  his 
attainder  an  inventory  of  his  things  were  taken,  and  no  mention 
was  made  of  this  particular  net  claimed ;  and  the  Court  held  that 
the  omission  of  all  mention  of  the  right  to  a  fishery  of  so 
peculiar  a  kind  as  to  be  accompanied  by  the  right  to  use  a  fixed 
engine,  was  almost  conclusive  proof  that  the  right  did  not  exist 
at  that  time,  and  that,  therefore,  the  presumption  of  a  grant 
before  Magna  Charta  was  negatived.  Willes,  J.,  says  at  p.  786 
of  the  Report,  "  I  entirely  adhere  to  what  was  said  by  the  judges 
"  in  the  Shannon  case  (Malcolmson  v.  O'Dea,  10  H.  L.  598),  that 
"  long  exclusive  enjoyment  of  a  right  to  a  fishery  in  a  public 
"  navigable  river,  is  sufficient  evidence,  and  evidence  upon 
"  which,  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  to  the  contrary,  it  would 
"  be  right  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  Crown  had  granted 
"  a  separate  and  exclusive  right  to  the  person  under  whom  the 
"  claim  is  made,  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Hen.  II.,  which  is  the 
"  latest  reign  in  which  any  such  grant  could  be  effected.    You 

1  Malcolmson  v.  O'Dea,  10  H.  L.  593  ;  Glovers  Incorporation,  L.  R.,  2  H.  L.  70. 

Duke  of  Deronskire  v.  Hodnett,  1  Huds.  2  See  Tighe  v.  Sinnott,  (1897)  1  Ir.  R. 

&  Br.  332  ;  see  also  Ashworth  v.  Browne,  140  ;  Little  v.  Wingfield,  18  Ir.  C.  L.  R. 

19  Ir.  Ch.  R.  421 ;  Lord  Advocate  v.  279. 

Sinclair,  L.  R.,  1  H.  L.  Sc.  176  ;  Neill  *  Edgar  v.  Commissioners  of  Fisheries, 

v.  Devonshire,  8  App.  Cas.  135  ;  Manuel  23  L.  T.,  N.  S.  732. 
v.  Fisher,  5  C.  B.f  N.  S.  856  ;  Zetland  v. 
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"  refer  that  long  and  peaceable  enjoyment  to  a  legal  origin, 
"  assuming  that  there  was  a  continuance  of  such  enjoyment  from 
"  the  time  when  such  legal  origin  could  have  existed  and  come 
"  into  existence,  or  given  existence  to  a  right.  But  in  dealing 
"  with  a  case  of  that  description,  you  cannot  apply  the  same 
"  rules  that  you  would  to  a  case  of  a  right  which  might  be 
"  created  by  a  subject  since  the  time  of  legal  memory,  because 
"you  must  shut  out  the  presumption  of  a  lost  grant  to  the 
"  subject  since  the  time  of  legal  memory.  It  will  not  do  to  prove 
"  thirty  years'  enjoyment  of  such  a  right,  commencing  at  the 
"  beginning  of  the  thirty  years,  or  commencing  at  the  beginning 
"  of  any  other  epoch  later  than  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Hen.  II. ; 
"  and  for  this  reason,  because  as  soon  as  you  show  that  the 
"  origin  was  later  than  the  time  of  Henry  II.,  you  negative  the 
"  inference  of  a  usage  from  that  period,  which  inference  is  the 
"  foundation  of  the  conclusion,  that  there  was  a  grant  as  early 
"  as  the  reign  of  Henry  II." 

In  the  case  of  Holford  v.  George,1  where  the  owner  of  a  several 
fishery  in  a  navigable  tidal  river  claimed  a  right  to  use  certain 
engines  which  were  made  illegal  by  The  Sainton  Fishery  Act, 
1861,  unless  they  had  existed  before  Magna  Gharta;  it  was  held 
that  a  user  of  them  for  forty-five  years  did  not  raise  a  conclusive 
presumption  that  they  had  been  so  used  before  Magna  Gharta, 
and  that  the  fishery  commissioners  were  not  bound  by  a  con- 
clusive presumption  of  law  to  say  that  because  there  was  no 
evidence  to  negative  an  origin  before  the  time  of  legal  memory, 
the  right  must  have  existed  before  that  period.  With  respect  to 
other  engines,  of  which  a  user  of  twenty  years  only  was  proved, 
the  Gourt  held  that  the  commissioners  in  the  case  would  not 
have  been  justified  in  assigning  to  them  an  origin  before  Magna 
Gharta.  In  a  similar  case,2  the  Gourt  of  Common  Fleas  held 
that  if  during  all  living  memory  the  enjoyment  of  the  right 
claimed  had  been  uniform  and  unvarying,  and  consistent  also 
with  the  ancient  documents  of  title,  that  the  commissioners 
would  have  been  bound  to  refer  it  to  a  legal  origin, — as  by  grant, 
charter,  or  immemorial  usage,  if  possible.8 

*  L.  R.,  3  Q.  B.  639;  37  L.  J.,  Q.  8.  exclusive  right  of  oyster  fishing,  and  that 

185  ;  18  L.  T.  817.  a  verdict  had  been  given  in  1846  for  the 

2  Rawstome  v.  Backhouse,  L.  R.,  8  prosecutor  in  an  action  to  try  his  right, 
C.  P.  67  ;    17  L.  T.  441  ;    see  Reg.  v.  was  held  sufficient  to  support  an  indict- 
Eowning,  11  C.  C.  C.  580,  where  evidence  ment  for  stealing  oysters  from  the  bed- 
that  the  prosecutor  and  his  father  had  s  See  also  Goodman  v.  Saltash  Cor- 
for  forty-five  years  exercised  the  sole  and  poration,  7  App.  Cas.  633,  ante,  p.  337. 
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It  has  been  said  that  rights  of  fishery  may  be  claimed  both  in  As  appurte- 
gross — ue.  by  special  grant  or  prescription — or  as  appurtenant  ^5f0^or 
to  a  manor l  or  to  land.  It  would  seem  doubtful  whether  this  lands. 
will  apply  to  a  several  fishery  in  a  public  navigable  river.  It 
was  held  at  nisi  prius  by  Heath,  J.,2  that  a  several  fishery  may 
be  appurtenant  to  a  manor ;  and  this  is  approved  by  Willes,  J., 
in  Shnttleworth  v.  Le  Fleming*  In  the  Irish  case  of  Hayes  v. 
Bridges*  the  Court  held  that  an  exclusive  right  of  fishery  might 
be  prescribed  for  as  appurtenant  to  land.  In  the  case  of  Edgar 
v.  The  Special  Commissioners  of  Fisheries*  this  question  is 
discussed  in  an  elaborate  judgment  by  the  late  Mr.  Justice 
Willes,  who  seems  to  doubt  whether  such  an  extensive  right  as  a 
right  to  take  all  the  fish  in  a  public  navigable  river  could  be 
claimed  as  appurtenant  to  land.  "  You  niay  have,"  he  says,  "  a 
"  fishery  appurtenant  to  land — and  one  has  seen  pleadings  in 
"  which  this  sort  of  thing  was  claimed — that  he  and  all  he  has 
"  in  the  said  house  have  fished  as  appurtenant  to  the  land ;  but 
"  when  you  come  to  prove  the  right,  can  you  show  under  such  a 
"  claim  as  that,  an  exclusive  right  to  take  all  the  fish  in  a 
"  particular  place?  Can  you  show  an  exclusive  right  to  take  all 
"  the  fish  in  a  navigable  tidal  river?  It  has  been  decided  over 
"  and  over  again  that  a  right  of  that  kind  must  be  in  some  way 
"  connected  with  the  enjoyment  of  the  house.  No  doubt  they 
"might  have  the  use  of  the  fishery  for  the  house;  or  even  for 
"  their  pleasure  it  might  be  connected  with  the  enjoyment  of  the 
"  house.  But  a  right  to  a  fishery  for  the  purpose  of  catching  all 
"the  fish  and  excluding  others  for  purposes  of  trade — that  is, 
"  putting  them  in  boxes  and  sending  them  off  in  ice — does  not 
"  appear  to  be  at  first  sight  connected  with  the  enjoyment  of  the 
"  house,  and  particularly  not  with  the  enjoyment  of  lands  and 
"  ancient  tenements  as  apart  from  the  enjoyment  of  the  house. 
"  It  may  be  annexed  to  land,  but  you  must  have  it  for  the  use  of 
"  the  house  by  those  who  hold  the  land.  Therefore  it  would  be 
"  well  to  consider,  if  that  question  is  worth  anybody's  while  to 
"  raise,  whether  you  can  have  an  exclusive  right  to  take  all  fish 
"  in  a  navigable  river  simply  as  appurtenant  to  land." 

The  right  to  a  several  fishery  in  tidal  waters  is,  as  has  been  Several 

fishery  a 

f  r&ncliisc 
1  As  to  title  to  fishery  appurtenant  to      R.    R.  689  ;  see  also  Reg.  v.  Stimson, 

barony  lands  under    Scotch    law,    see  4  B.  &  S.  301. 

Lord  Advocate  v.  Lorat,  5  App.  Cas.  *  19  C.  B.,  N.  S.  702. 

773  ;  and  cases  ants,  p.  342,  n.  2.  *  1  R.,  L.  &  S.  390. 

J  Rogers  v.  Allen,  1  Camp.  305  ;  10  *  23  L.  T.,  N.  S.  732. 

l.w.  23 
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said,  a  franchise  originally  granted  by  the  Crown.  A  well- 
known  distinction  exists  between  such  franchises  as  upon 
forfeiture  may  exist  in  the  Crown,  and  therefore  be  capable  of 
re-grant,  and  such  others  as  cannot  exist  in  the  Crown,  but  only 
in  a  grantee  from  the  Crown,  and  therefore  become  actually 
extinct  upon  forfeiture.1  In  the  case  of  The  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land v.  Houghton*  the  plaintiff  claimed  a  several  fishery  in  the 
Tyne,  which  he  proved  to  have  existed  from  time  immemorial, 
and  therefore  to  have  a  legal  origin,  having  been  originally 
granted  before  Magna  Charta  to  the  prior  and  monks  of  a 
monastery.  The  defendants  proved  that  after  Magna  Charta  the 
original  grantees  had  forfeited  their  liberties  and  free  usages,  and 
contended  that  under  these  words  a  several  fishery  was  included, 
and  that  the  fishery,  having  been  forfeited,  had  merged,  and  could 
not  be  regranted  by  the  Crown.  The  Court  held  that  plaintiff  was 
entitled  to  judgment, — Martin,  B.,  being  of  opinion  that  a  several 
fishery  is  one  of  those  franchises  which  does  not  merge  upon 
being  resumed  by  the  Crown,  either  by  forfeiture  or  otherwise, — 
Kelly,  C.  B.,  and  Pigott,  B.,  apparently  being  of  the  same  opinion, 
but  holding  that  as  the  words  liberties  and  free  usages  did  not 
include  a  several  fishery,  the  question  of  merger  did  not  arise.8 

The  right  of  an  exclusive  fishery  in  the  sea  and  tidal  waters, 
being  a  royal  franchise,  is  not  a  territorial  right,  and  is  capable 
of  being  held  by  a  subject  either  with  or  without  the  ownership 
of  the  soil.  Thus  on  the  sea  shore,  where  the  Crown  is  owner 
prima  facie  of  the  soil  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  and  in 
public  navigable  rivers,  where  it  is  owner  prima  facie  of  the 
whole  bed  up  to  high  water  mark,  a  grant  might  have  been  made 
before  Magna  Charta  by  the  Crown  to  a  subject,  either  of  the 
soil  and  the  fishery  together,  or  of  the  soil  alone,  or  of  the 
fishery  alone, — the  two  rights  being  separable.  A  grant  of  the 
foreshore  between  high  and  low  water  mark  will  not  of  itself 
convey  the  right  to  a  several  fishery  over  it.4  In  general  it  will 
be  a  question  of  construction  of  the  ancient  grants  under  which 


1  See  Paterson's  Fishery  Laws,  p.  18  ; 
as  to  this  point  and  as  to  the  claim  by 
the  Crown  to  the  franchise  of  a  several 
fishery  in  non-tidal  waters,  see  Devon* 
shire  v.  Pattinson,  post,  p.  365. 

2  L.  R.,  5  Ex.  127 ;  39  L.  J.,  Ex.  66  ; 
22L.T.491. 

8  As  to  this  point,  see  also  Paterson's 
Fishery  Laws,  p.  18,  in  case  of  Abbot  of 
Strata  Marcella,  9  Rep.  24  a  ;  Heddy  v. 


Wheelhouse,  Cro.  Eliz.  591  ;  R.  v.  Mayor 
of  London,  1  Shaw,  230;  for  further 
cases  as  to  regrants  by  the  Crown  of 
several  fisheries,  see  Little  v.  Wingfield, 
18  Ir.  C.  L.  R.  299;  Tighe  v.  Sinnott, 
(1897)  1  Ir.  R.  140  ;  Warrand  v. 
MaMtUosh,  15  App.  Cas.,  H.  L.  Sc. 
52. 

4  A.-G.  v.  Emerson,  (1891)  App.  Cas. 
649  ;  Bee  post,  p.  356. 
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the  claim  is  made,  explained  by  user  subsequent  to  their  date, 
what  is  the  measure  of  the  right.1  As  a  fact  an  exclusive  fishery 
in  tidal  waters  is  generally,  though  not  always,  coupled  with  the 
exclusive  ownership  of  the  soil,  as  in  the  case  of  private  streams, 
and  though  prima  facie  the  Crown  is  entitled  to  every  part  of  the 
shore  and  bed  of  tidal  waters,  proof  (at  any  rate  by  the  lord  of 
an  adjoining  manor)  of  the  ownership  of  a  several  fishery  raises 
a  presumption  that  the  soil  is  in  the  owner  of  the  several  fishery.3 

In  the  case  of  The  Duke  of  Somerset  v.  Fogwell*  a  grant  by  the 
Crown  of  lands,  and  all  waters,  fisheries,  &c.  to  the  aforesaid 
manors,  castles,  and  premises  belonging  and  appendant,  was 
held  to  pass  a  several  fishery  in  a  tidal  navigable  river  as  an 
incorporeal  hereditament  only,  and  not  to  pass  the  soil, 
Bayley,  J.,  remarking,  "Considering  the  nature  of  the  franchise 
"  and  the  law  as  to  rights  of  fishery  in  other  rivers,  I  have  no 
"  difficulty  in  saying  that  in  my  judgment  this  was  not  a 
"  territorial  but  an  incorporeal  franchise.' ' 

A  grant  of  sea-grounds,  oyster  layings,  shores,  and  fisheries  has 
been  held  to  pass  the  soil  also,4  as  has  a  grant  of  all  those 
fishings  of  the  halves  and  halvendoles,  with  the  appurtenants 
to  the  halves  due  and  accustomed  within  the  river  Severn  within 
a  manor,  and  of  all  royal  fishes,  under  an  annual  rent.6  The 
words  used  in  these  two  cases  quite  admit  of  the  larger  con- 
struction, Lord  Ellenborough,  in  the  latter  case,  saying,  "  I 
"  think  it  appears  distinctly  that  these  halves  and  halvendoles 
"  are  of  the  nature  of  land.  I  cannot  consider  it  otherwise  than 
"  the  grant  of  something  territorial/' 8 


1  Paterson,  p.  20  ;  see  Ihtlte  of  Beau- 
fort v.  Swansea^  3  Ex.  413.  A  grant  of 
*■  fishings"  merely  is  not  a  grant  of 
salmon  fishings ;  but  a  grant  of  "  fish- 
*'  ings "  merely,  if  followed  by  the 
requisite  endurance  of  possession,  will 
establish  a  right  of  salmon  fishing,  even 
against  the  Crown.  A  party  claiming 
a  right  of  salmon  fishings  must  either 
show  a  grant  of  salmon  fishings,  or  a 
grant  of  fishings  generally,  followed,  for 
the  requisite  period,  by  the  exercise  of 
the  right  of  salmon  fishing :  Lord 
Advocate  v.  Sinclair,  L.  R.,  1  H.  L.  Sc. 
!  76  ;  see  McDouall  v.  Lord  Advocate, 
L.  R.,  2  H.  L.  Sc.  431,  per  Cairns,  C. 
Proprietors  on  the  sea  coast  having 
grants  from  the  Crown  with  right  of 
fishing  limited  to  fishing  with  net  and 
coble,  cannot,  on  the  suit  of  owners  of 
fisheries  in  a  river,  be  restrained  from 


fishing  with  stake  nets :  Kintore  v. 
Forbes,  4  Bli.,  N.  S.  485  ;  33  R.  R.  50  ; 
see  also  McDouall  v.  The  Lord  Advocate, 
L.  R.,  2  H.  L.  Sc.  431  ;  Stuart  v. 
McBarnet,  L.  R..  1  H.  L.  Sc.  387  ;  as  to 
Scotch  barony  titles  to  fishery,  see  Lord 
Advocate  v.  Lorat,  5  App.  Cas.  773. 

s  A.-G.  v.  Emerson,  (1891)  App.  Cas. 
649  ;  Hanbury  v.  Jenkins,  (1901)  2  Ch. 
401,  and  cases  ante,  pp.  27  et  *eq. 

3  5  B.  &  C.  884  ;  29  R.  R.  449  ;  as  to 
private  streams,  see  post,  pp.  368  et  seq. 

4  Scrotton  v.  Brown,  4  B.  &  C.  485  ; 
28  R.  R.  344. 

5  R.  v.  Ellis,  1  M.  &  S.  652  ;  see  also 
Gray  v.  Bond,  5  Moore,  527  ;  23  R.  R. 
530  ;  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  1  Harg.  34. 

6  See  as  to  ownership  of  sea  shore  by 
exercise  of  several  fishery  by  "  kiddles," 
A.-G.  v.  Emerson,  (1891)  App.  Cas.  649  ; 
and  cases  ante,  p.  28. 
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In  A.-G.  v.  Emerson,1  which  was  a  claim  to  part  of  the  fore- 
shore of  the  sea  by  the  lord  of  the  adjoining  manor,  who  was  also 
the  owner  of  a  several  fishery  exercised  by  "  kiddles,"  the  House 
of  Lords  held  that  such  a  right  raised  the  presumption  that  the 
freehold  of  the  soil  was  in  the  owner  of  the  several  fishery. 
Lord  Herschell,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  House,  says, 
"  It  is  not  now  in  dispute  that  the  defendants  are  possessed  of  a 
"  several  fishery  over  a  part  of  the  foreshore;  but  it  is  said,  and 
"  truly,  that  this  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  foreshore  over 
"  which  this  right  is  possessed  being  still  in  the  Crown.  A 
"  grant  of  the  foreshore  between  high  and  low  water  mark 
"  admittedly  would  not  of  itself  convey  the  right  to  a  several 
44  fishery  over  it.  On  the  other  hand,  a  several  fishery  might  be 
"  granted  independently  of  the  ownership  of  the  soil.  But  it  is 
"  said  that  the  possession  of  a  right  of  several  fishery  is  evidence 
"  of  the  ownership  of  the  soil  over  which  it  is  exercised.  It  has 
"  undoubtedly  been  laid  down  in  more  than  one  case,  that  the 
"  ownership  of  a  several  fishery  raises  a  presumption  that  the 
"  freehold  is  in  the  grantee  of  the  several  fishery.  And 
"  Parke,  B.,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Exchequer 
"  Chamber  in  Holford  v.  Bailey*  said,  'A  several  fishery  is,  no 
"  '  doubt,  prima  facie  to  be  assumed  to  be  in  the  soil  of  the 
"  '  defendant.'  And,  although  in  Marshall  v.  Ulleswater  Steam 
kt  Navigation  Co.*  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  stated,  *  That  apart  from 
•' '  authority,  he  should  have  come  to  a  different  conclusion,'  the 
"  Court  adopted  the  law  laid  down  in  Holford  v.  Bailey."  After 
discussing  Duke  of  Somerset  v.  Fogivell*  he  states  that  "  it  is 
"  unnecessary  to  inquire  whether  the  conclusion  arrived  at  in 
"  that  case,  that  the  terms  of  the  grant  were  known,  was  correct ; 
"  the  presumption,  so  far  from  being  denied,  appears  to  me  to 
"  be  recognized."  And,  he  adds,  "  Finding,  then,  such  high 
'*  authority  for  the  proposition  that  the  ownership  of  a  several 
"  fishery  is  evidence  of  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  I  am  not 
"disposed  to  depart  from  it.'*5 

The  respondents  exercised  the  right  of  fishing  by  kiddles — a 
series  of  stakes  forced  into  the  ground,  occupying  some  700  feet 
in  length,  and  a  similar  row  approaching  them  at  an  angle,  the 
stakes  being  connected  by  network,  and  remaining  in  the  soil 


*  (1891)  App.  Cas.  649. 

1  13  Q.  B.  at  p.  444. 

»  3  B.  &  S.  732  ;  32  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  139. 


4  Ante,  p.  355. 

6  (1891)  App.  Cas.  at  pp.  654,  655, 
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for  long  periods.  As  to  this  Lord  Herschell  quotes  Lord  Hale  as 
to  the  difference  between  several  kinds  of  fishery,  either  (1)  with 
the  net  (which  may  be  either  a  liberty  without  the  soil  or  a 
liberty  arising  in  concomitance  with  it) ;  or  (2)  "  a  local  fishing 
"  that  ariseth  by  and  from  the  propriety  of  the  soil.  Such  are 
11  gnrgites,  iceaiw,  fishing  places,  borachite,  stachice,  <&c,  which  are 
"  the  very  soil  itself,  and  so  frequently  agreed  in  our  books." * 

After  stating  that  it  is  unnecessary  on  the  present  occasion  to 
determine  whether  "the  right  to  maintain  such  structures  as 
"  Lord  Hale  refers  to  necessarily  imparts  in  all  cases  the  owner- 
"  ship  of  the  soil,  nor  whether  a  kiddle  such  as  has  been  proved 
"to  be  in  lawful  use  on  the  foreshore  in  question  falls  within 
"the  class  specified  by  Lord  Hale,"  he  concludes  that  "it  is 
"  impossible,  I  think,  to  deny  that  the  right  to  maintain  such  a 
"  kiddle  affords  cogent  evidence  that  the  person  possessing  this 
"  right  is  owner  of  the  soil."2 

It  has  been  held  in  two  late  cases  that  the  right  of  the  Where  a 
Crown  before  Magna  Gharta  to  grant  a  several  fishery  in  j^J^^11868 
public  rivers  is  derived  from  its  ownership  of  the  soil  of  the 
bed,  and  that,  therefore,  a  several  fishery  granted  by  the 
Crown  in  a  public  navigable  river,  which  afterwards  changed 
its  course  and  flowed  over  the  land  of  an  adjacent  proprietor, 
could  not  be  followed  to  the  new  channel,  on  the  ground 
that  the  new  channel  was  not  the  property  of  the  Crown.3 
But  in  Miller  v.  Little*  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  and 
their  respective  predecessors  in  title,  had  respectively  exercised 
the  exclusive  right  of  fishing  in  an  estuary,  each  to  the  middle 
thread  of  a  river  flowing  through  it.  No  grant  from  the  Crown 
of  the  fisheries  was  proved,  but  it  was  the  common  case  of  both 
parties  that  the  right  of  fishing  in  the  entire  estuary  was  vested 
in  them  to  the  exclusion  of  the  public.  The  river  changed  its 
course  and  formed  a  new  channel,  still  passing  through  the 
estuary ;  and  the  Court  held  that  the  local  limit  of  each  fishery 
was  the  middle  of  the  new  channel  of  the  river,  and  not  a  land- 
mark corresponding  to  what  had  been  the  medium  filum  aqua 
of  its  former  course.  Semble,  per  May,  C.  J.,  the  grantee  from 
the  Crown  of  the  fishery  in  such  a  river  would  not  be  deprived 

1  Hale  de  Jur.  Mar.  Pars.  Prima  Cap.  L.  J.,  in  Hhidton  v.  Aishby,  ante,  p.  73. 
5,  p.  18,  Hargreaves'  Tracts.  3  Mayor  of  Carlisle  v.  Graham,  L.  R., 

*  (1891)  App.  Cas.at  pp.  656,  657  ;  see  4  Ex.  361  ;  Murphy  v.  Ryan,  Ir.  R.,  2 

also  Lord  Donegal  v.  Lord  Templemore,  9  C.  L.  143. 
Ir.  C.  L.  R.  374,  and  judgment  of  Lindley,  4  4  L.  R.,  Ir.  302,  C.  A. 
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of  his  right  to  the  fishery  by  any  change  in  the  course  of  the 
river  over  the  foreshore,  but,  notwithstanding  such  change, 
would  be  entitled  to  the  fishery  of  the  river  wherever  its  course 
might  be  found,  so  far  as  the  channel  traversed  ground  the 
property  of  the  Crown,  the  grantor.1 

In  O'Neil  v.  M'Eilaine*  by  letters  patent  of  Jac.  I.  and  Car.  II., 
the  Crown  granted  a  several  fishery  within  certain  limits  in  the 
river  Bann  in  Ireland.  A  channel,  called  the  New  Cut,  divides  the 
river  within  the  limits  of  the  fishery  into  two  branches.  It  was 
found  by  a  verdict  on  an  issue  directed  by  the  Court,  that  the  New 
Cut  is  now  part  of  the  river  Bann,  but  that  there  was  no  evidence 
to  show  whether  it  existed  at  the  time  of  the  grant,  or  whether  it 
was  a  natural  or  an  artificial  channel .  Held,  that  the  letters  patent 
did  not  give  the  right  to  a  several  fishery  in  the  New  Cut  unless 
it  was  a  branch  of  the  river  Bann  at  the  time  of  the  grant.3 

From  these  cases  it  would  appear  that  no  grant  by  the  Crown 
of  a  several  fishery  in  the  sea  below  low  water  mark  would  be 
valid,  the  soil  not  being  in  the  Crown,  but  without  the  realm.4 

A  free  fishery — i.e.,  a  right  of  fishing  not  exclusive — may  also 
exist  in  tidal  waters  and  public  rivers.  The  modes  of  origin 
and  incidents  to  this  right  will  not  differ  materially  from  those 
of  a  several  fishery — the  main  distinction  being  that  it  is  a 
co-extensive  right  enjoyed  by  two  or  more  persons  instead  of 
an  exclusive  right  enjoyed  by  one  alone.6 

The  owner  of  a  fishery  has  not  of  necessity  a  right  to  land  on 
the  shore  above  high  water  mark  without  the  assent  of  the  owners 
of  the  freehold.6  In  cases  of  grants  to  individuals  it  is  often  a 
question  of  construction  whether  the  right  to  use  the  banks  for  the 
purpose  of  the  fishery  is  impliedly  granted,  and  this  appears  to 
depend  on  whether  it  is  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  the  fishery  that 
such  banks  should  be  used.7    The  open  enjoyment  of  a  right  of 


1  See  also  Donegal  v.  Templemore,  9 
Ir.  C.  L.  R.  374. 

1  16  Ir.  Ch.  R.  280. 

*  Where  a  piece  of  land  on  the  banks 
of  a  tidal  river  is  exchanged,  the  right 
of  salmon  fishing  therein  being  expressly 
reserred,  a  grant  in  1873  of  that  salmon 
fishing,  though  from  the  Crown,  will 
not  deprive  the  prior  owner  of  his  right : 
Richardson  v.  Gray,  3  App.  Cas., 
H.  L.  8c.  1. 

4  See  Reg.  v.  Keyn,  2  Ex.  Div.  63 ; 
46  L.  J.,  M.  C.  17  ;  ante,  p.  6. 

6  See  ante,  p.  341. 


6  Eckrayd  v.  CmUard,  (1898)  2  Ch. 
258  ;  67  L.  J.,  Ch.  458  ;  78  L.  T.  702,  and 
ante,  p.  345  ;  Woolrych  on  Waters,  p.  167 ; 
Ipswich  v.  Browne,  Savil.  2.  Bee  also 
Ilchester  v.  Rushleigh,  5  T.  L.  R.  739  ; 
61  L.  T.  477  ;  ante,  p.  16,  n.  4. 

7  Paterson's  Fisherv  Laws,  p.  30.  See 
R.  v.  Ellis,  1  M.  &*S.  666  :  Co.  Litt. 
59  b;  Li  ford's  case,  11  Rep.  52;  1 
Wms.  Saund.  323,  n.  6  :  Shep.  Touch.  89  ; 
ShMttUmtrth  v.  Lt  Fleming,  19  C.  B., 
N.  S.  683.  iiemhle.  an  incorporeal  right 
of  way  along  both  banks  of  a  river  may 
be  appended  to  an  incorporeal  right  of 
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landing  and  drawing  nets,  and  of  occasionally  sloping  and  levelling 
the  shore  for  twenty  years,  has  been  held  sufficient  to  warrant  a 
judge  in  directing  a  jury  to  presume  a  grant  of  such  right.1 

The  right  of  fishery  in  the  sea  and  navigable  rivers  is  sub- 
ordinate to  the  right  of  navigation,  and  cannot  be  used  in  any 
way  so  as  to  derogate  from  or  interfere  with  such  right.2  A 
grantee  of  the  Crown  takes  subject  to  this  right,  and  cannot,  in 
respect  of  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  make  any  demand,  even  if 
expressly  granted  to  him,  which  in  any  way  interferes  with 
enjoyment  of  this  public  right. 

Thus  a  claim  to  take  toll  from  all  vessels  anchoring  within  the 
limits  of  an  oyster  fishery  cannot  exist  merely  in  respect  of  the 
use  of  the  soil.3 

Where  both  the  rights  of  navigation  and  of  fishery  are  incom- 
patible, the  fisherman  must  give  way  to  the  navigation  of 
vessels,4  but  the  navigator  must  do  the  least  possible  injury  to 
the  fisherman,  for  he  is  in  the  exercise  of  a  lawful  right.  Thus, 
where  oysters  were  placed  in  a  public  navigable  river,  so  as  to 
be  a  nuisance  to  the  navigation,  it  was  held  that  the  liberty  of 
passage  on  a  public  navigable  river  is  not  suspended  when  the 
tide  is  too  low  for  vessels  to  float,  and  consequently  it  is  no 
excess  of  the  right  if  a  vessel,  which  cannot  reach  her  destination 
in  a  single  tide,  grounds  on  the  oyster  bed  till  the  tide  serves, 
but  that  a  person  navigating  is  not  justified  in  damaging  such 
property  by  running  his  vessel  against  it  if  he  has  room  to  pass 
without  so  doing ;  for  an  individual  cannot  abate  a  nuisance  if 
he  is  not  otherwise  injured  by  it  than  as  one  of  the  public,  and 
therefore  the  fact  that  such  property  is  a  nuisance  is  no  excuse 
for  running  against  it  negligently.5  The  nature  of  the  right  was 
not  affected,  even  though  the  vessel  grounding  might  be  liable  to 
compensation  for  the  injury  done.6 

All  weirs  appurtenant  to  fisheries,  and  all  other  fixed  engines  Weirs,  &c. 
for  taking  fish  which  obstruct  the  whole  or  part  of  the  navigation  n^SSSiL 


fishing:  Uanbury  v.  Jenkins,  (1901)  2 
Ch.  401  ;  see  also  Go.  Litt,  121  b,  Har- 
graves  and  Butler's  ed.,  note  7. 

1  Gray  v.  Bond,  2  B.  &  B,  667  ;  23 
R.  R.  530 ;  see  ante,  p.  346. 

*  Gann  v.  Free  Fishers  of  Whitstable, 
11  H.  L.  192  ;  35  L.  J.,  C.  P.  29  ;  12 
L.  T.  150 ;  Foreman  v.  Free  Fishers  of 
Whitstable,  L.  R.,  4  H.  L.  285  ;  21  L.  T. 
804 ;  Mayor  of  Colchester  v.  Brooke, 
7  Q.  B.  339. 


3  Gann  v.  Free  Fishers  of  Whitstable, 
11  H.  L.  192. 

4  Anon.,  1  Camp.  516,  n. ;  see  Paterson, 
p.  32. 

6  Mayor  of  Colchester  v.  Brooke,  7 
Q.  B.  339  ;  15  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  59. 

6  Ibid.  373,  and  per  Coltman,  J.,  at 
p.  355  ;  see  also  Gann  v.  Free  Fishers 
of  Whitstable,  11  H.  L.  192  ;  Dimes  v. 
Petley,  15  Q.  B.  329. 
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Weira  ob- 
structing 
fishery  in 
public  rivers. 


of  a  public  navigable  river,  are  illegal,  and  a  nuisance  unless 
granted  by  the  Crown  before  the  reign  of  Edward  I.1 

The  right  to  maintain  a  weir  in  a  public  navigable  river  came 
into  question  in  the  year  1889  as  to  the  river  Severn.2  The  weir 
in  question  was  proved  to  have  existed  since  the  time  of  the 
Domesday  Book,  and  the  question  was  whether  the  Crown  had 
the  right  before  Magna  Charta  to  authorize  the  erection  of  weirs 
interfering  with  the  public  right  of  navigation.  The  Court  held, 
that  the  common  law  right  was  and  always  had  been  paramount 
to  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  interfere  by  grant,  but  that  the 
statute  of  25  Edw.  III.  c.  4,  which  directed  the  destruction  of  all 
gorces,3  mills,  weirs,  stanks,  stakes,  and  kiddles4  which  had  been 
set  up  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  and  subsequently,  legalized  by 
implication  all  those  erected  before  that  time,  though  in  strict- 
ness they  were  illegal  at  common  law.  It,  therefore,  follows  that 
if  a  weir  obstructing  the  navigation  can  be  shown  to  have  existed 
before  the  time  of  Edward  I.,  it  must  be  held  to  be  legal.5 

The  question  whether  weirs  and  fixed  engines  for  taking  fish 
in  public  navigable  rivers,  but  which  do  not  interfere  with  the 
navigation,  are  illegal  and  a  nuisance,  is  not  quite  so  clear.  So 
far  as  salmon  are  concerned,  the  question  is  practically  provided 
for  by  the  Salmon  Fishery  Acts ; 6  but  as  regards  other  fish,  and 
where  the  Salmon  Acts  do  not  apply,  the  question  is  still  of  some 
importance.7  It  would  appear,  as  has  been  before  stated,  that 
the  public  have  a  right  in  the  sea  and  navigable  rivers  to  catch 
all  the  fish  they  can  by  all  means  which  are  not  inconsistent 
with  the  rights  of  others.8  This  authorizes  them  to  use  lawful 
nets,9  but  could  not  authorize  the  erection  by  them  of  weirs  or  the 
fixing  to  the  soil  of  fixed  engines,  which  would  be  a  jmrpresture 
on  the  soil  of  the  Crown.  Further,  no  prescriptive  right  could 
be  acquired  to  such  erections,  it  having  been  held  that  the 
fishing  in  the  sea  being  common,  a  prescription  for  such  a  right 


i  25  Edw.  III.  stat.  4,  c.  4  ;  4.*> 
Edw.  III.  c.  2;  1  Hen.  IV.  c.  12  ;  12 
Edw.  IV.  c.  7,  s.  3. 

2  Williams  v.  Wilco*,  8  A.  &  E.  814  ; 
47  R.  R.  59:>. 

8  A  deep  pit  of  water  or  gulf  ;  Co. 
Litt.  5  (a). 

4  Open  weirs,  whereby  fish  are 
caught ;  2  Inst.  38. 

5  As  to  wThat  evidence  is  necessary  to 
prove  the  existence  of  this  immemorial 
right,  see  Ilolford  v.  George,  L.  K.,  3 
Q.  B.   639  ;  jiawitome    v.   Jiackhoute, 


h.  R..  3  C.  P.  67,  and  aide,  pp.  850  et  teq. 

6  See  }io*t,  pp.  386,  399  et  ay/. 

7  Fishing  with  stake  nets  on  the  sea 
coast,  near  the  mouth  of  a  river,  is  not 
prohibited  either  by  the  statute  or  the 
common  law  of  .Scotland  :  Kintore  (Earl) 
v.  Forbe*.  4  Rli.,  N.  S.  485 ;  33  li.  R.  50  ; 
as  to  fishery  with  close  cruives  net  and 
coble,  see  Lord  Advocate  v.  Lot  at,  5 
App.  Cas.  273. 

8  Ante,  p.  346. 

9  Warren  v.  Matheics,  6  Mod.  73. 
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is  void.1  Moreover,  though  the  early  statutes  from  Magna  Charta 
to  1  Hen.  IV.  c.  12,  which  order  the  destruction  of  all  weirs 
throughout  the  kingdom  with  the  exception  of  those  existing 
prior  to  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  and  forbid  the  erection  of  new 
weirs,  and  the  enhancement  or  enlarging  of  ancient  ones,  have 
been  held2  to  refer  to  navigable  rivers  only,  and  to  the  obstruc- 
tion of  the  navigation,  as  the  sole  ground  for  putting  them  down; 
yet  it  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 
that  the  later  statutes  4  Hen.  IV.  c.  11,  2  Hen.  VI.  c.  19,  and 
12  Edw.  IV.  c.  7,  which  recite  the  earlier  statutes,  and  expressly 
refer  to  the  protection  of  the  young  fry  of  fish  as  one  of  the 
objects  for  enforcing  them,  make  such  weirs  and  fixed  engines  as 
facilitate  the  destruction  of  young  fish,  illegal  and  a  nuisance.8 

With  regard  to  the  right  of  the  owner  of  a  several  fishery  in  a 
public  navigable  river  to  maintain  a  weir,  inasmuch  as  the  right 
to  the  several  fishery  itself  must  be  traced  to  an  origin  before 
Magna  Charta,  his  right  to  maintain  a  weir  as  appurtenant 
thereto  would  require  an  equally  ancient  title  to  make  it  legal, 
otherwise  it  is  a  public  nuisance. 

Where  a  right  to  an  ancient  weir  has  been  established,  the 
weir  must  not  be  enhanced,  straitened,  or  enlarged,  so  as  to  be  a 
public  nuisance. 

In  addition  to  a  liability  to  indictment  for  a  public  nuisance,  Obstructions 
the  owner  of  a  fishery  who  interferes  in  an  unauthorized  manner  actionable, 
with  the  passage  of  fish  up  a  river,  will  be  liable  to  an  action  for 
damages  at  the  suit  of  another  owner  prejudiced  thereby.*  Thus 
where  the  defendant,  who  was  the  owner  of  an  ancient  weir 
made  of  brushwood,  through  which  salmon  could  pass,  converted 
the  same  into  a  solid  stone  weir  impervious  to  fish,  it  was  held 
that  the  plaintiff,  the  owner  of  a  fishery  above  him,  could  recover 
damages  for  the  injury  to  his  fishery.6  In  the  case  of  Marquis 
of  Donegal  v.  Hamilton,6  where  the  owner  of  a  lower  fishery  on 
the  Bann  made  weirs,  cuts  and  traps,  by  means  of  which  the 
current  of  the  stream  was  altered,  and  so  the  passage  of  trout, 

1  Ward  v.    Crenswell,   Willes,    265  ;  608,   per    Lord    Ellenborough,    C.   J.  ; 
Berin*  v.  liird,  12  L.  T.,  K.  S.  306.  Leeott  field  v.  Lonsdale,  L.   11.,  5  C.  P. 

2  Rolle  v.  Whyte,  L.  K.,  3  Q.  B.  286  ;  726,  per  Bovill,  C.  J.  ;  Lib.  assiz.  246  ; 
37  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  105  ;  17  L.  T.  560;  Leeon-  see  also   O'Hagan,    J.,   in  Murphy    v. 

field   v.  Lonsdale,  L.  K.,  5  C.  P.  657  ;  Ryan,  Ir.  R.,  2  C.  L.  148  ;  Co.,  2  Inst. 

39  L.  J.,  C.  P.  305  ;  23  L.  T.  155.  30  ;  Woolrycb,  p.  197. 

3  Rvlle  v.  Whyte,  per  Cockburn.  C.  J.,  *  Weld  v.   Hornby,  7  East,  195;  3 
L.  R.,  3  Q.  B.  301  ;  Holford  v.  George,  Sm.  244  ;  8  R.  R.  608. 

L.  R.,  3  Q.  B.  639.  6  3  Ridg.,  P.  C.  267. 

4  Weld  v.  Hornby,  7  East,  195  ;  8  R.  R. 
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salmon,  and  other  fish  was  prevented,  it  was  held  that  the 
plaintiff,  an  upper  proprietor  on  the  river,  had  a  right  of  action. 
Fitzgibbon,  L.  C,  in  the  case  says:1  "It  is  clear  that  the 
"  plaintiff,  as  proprietor  of  the  upper  fishery,  has  a  right  to  the 
"  full  possession  of  the  water,  the  element  of  his  fishery,  in  the 
"  same  plight  and  condition  in  which  he  enjoyed  it  when  the 
"  corporation,  under  whom  the  defendant  derives,  obtained  their 
"  grant  from  the  Grown ;  he  has  a  right  to  a  free  passage  for 
"  fish  from  the  sea  into  his  fishery,  and  he  has  a  right  to  catch 
"  as  many  fish  as  he  can  catch  by  his  industry  and  art  which 
"  find  their  way  into  his  fishery.  It  is  clear  that  the  defendant 
"  has  the  same  rights  as  proprietress  of  the  lower  fishery.  She 
"  has  a  right  to  the  same  full  possession  of  the  water,  to  a  free 
"  passage  of  fish  from  the  sea  into  her  fishery.  And  she  has  a 
"  right  abstractedly  to  catch  every  fish,  which  finds  its  way  into 
"  her  fishery,  which  she  can  lay  hold  of  by  her  art  or  by  her 
"  industry.  But  in  the  exercise  of  this  right,  she  cannot  alter 
"  the  state,  plight,  or  condition  of  the  water  of  the  plaintiff's 
"  fishery  from  the  state,  plight,  and  condition  in  which  she  enjoyed 
"  it  at  the  time  when  the  corporation,  under  whom  she  derives, 
"  obtained  their  grant  to  the  injury  of  plaintiff's  fishery  ;  nor  can 
"  she  stop  or  obstruct  the  passage  of  fish  from  the  sea  into  the 
"  plaintiff's  fishery  in  any  manner  not  essentially  necessary  to 
"  enable  her  to  exercise  her  right  of  catching  fish  in  their 
"  passage  up  the  river."2 

Fishery  in  Private  Streams. 

Belongs  In  all  rivers  and  streams  above  the  flow  and  reflow  of  the  tide, 

owners  of  tiio   whether  such  rivers  are  navigable  or  not,  the  proprietors  of  the 

territo*  i        *an(^  abu^n8  on  the  stream  are  prima  facie  owners  of  the  soil  of 

right.  the  aliens  or  channel  ad  medium  Jilum  aqua,  and  as  such  have 

prima  facie  the  right  of  fishing  in  front  of  their  land.8    "  Accord- 

"  ing  to  the  well-established  principles  of  the  common  law/* 

says  O'Hagan,  J.,  "  the  proprietors  on  either  side  of  the  river 

"  are  presumed    to  be  possessed    of   the  bed  and    soil   of   it 

"  moietively  to  a  supposed  line  in  the  middle,  constituting  their 

1  3  Ridg.,  P.  C,  p.  323.  Byan,   Ir.   R.,  2  C.  L.  143  ;   Lamb  v. 

9  As  to  obstruction  of  fishery   by  a  Ntwbiggeny  1  Car.  &  K.  549  ;  Partherhche 

weir  in  a  trout  stream,  see  Barker  v.  v.  Mason,  2  Rep.  658  ;  Fitzwalter's  case, 

Faulkner,  79  L.  T.  26,  jxwtf,  p.  372.  1  Mod.  106  ;  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  p.  1  ; 

5  Bickett  v.  Morris,  L.  R.,  1  Sc.  App.  Bract  on,    lib.   1,  c.   28,   31  ;    see    also 

47 ;   14  L.  T.  835  ;   Wishart  v.  Wyllie,  Cooper  v.  Phibbs,  L.  R.,  2  H.  L.  165, 

1  Macq.,  H.  L.389  ;  Mayor  of  Carlisle  v.  per  Lord  Cran worth. 
Graham,  L.  R.,  4  Ex.  361  ;  Murphy  v. 
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"  legal  boundary,  and  being  so  possessed,  have  an  exclusive  right 
'*  to  the  fishery  in  the  water  which  flows  above  their  respective 
"  territories/'1  Where  a  man  possesses  land  on  both  sides  of  the 
water,  he  has  prima  facie  the  sole  right  of  fishing  therein.2 

In  the  case  of  Foster  v.  Wright,  where  a  river  had  formerly 
flowed  wholly  within  the  lands  of  one  proprietor,  and  had  by 
gradual  and  imperceptible  degrees  worn  away  its  banks,  and 
approached,  and  eventually  encroached,  upon  the  lands  of  the 
defendant,  a  proprietor  adjoining,  it  was  held,  that  the  ownership 
of  the  soil  of  the  bed  still  remained  in  the  former  proprietor, 
and  that  he  could  maintain  an  action  of  trespass  against  the 
defendant  for  fishing  on  a  strip  of  the  bed  which,  before  the 
encroachment,  had  been  his,  defendant's,  property.3 

This  right  is  a  right  of  property,  one  of  the  profits  of  the 
land,  and  has  been  called  a  territorial  fishery.4'  It  is  not, 
strictly  speaking,  a  riparian  right  arising  from  the  right  of 
access  to  the  water,5  but  is  a  profit  of  the  land  over  which  the 
water  flows,  and  as  such  may  be  transferred  or  appropriated 
either  with  or  without  the  property  in  the  bed  or  banks  to 
another  person,  whether  he  has  land  or  not  on  the  borders  of, 
or  adjacent  to,  the  stream.6 

As  this  right,  in  the  case  of  opposite  proprietors,  only  extends 
prima  facie  to  the  middle  line  of  the  water,  each  can  only  fish, 
whether  with  rods  or  nets,  up  to  that  boundary ;  and  if  either 
casts  his  net  or  line  beyond  that  boundary,  he  is  liable  to  an 
action  of  trespass,  unless  he  can  prove  a  right  to  the  whole  fishery.7 

The  rights  of  shooting  and  fowling,  unless  specially  reserved  is  vested  in 
in  a  lease,  are  vested  in  the  occupier  or  tenant  of  the  lands,  and  )J  a^^S" 
not  in  the  landlord.8     In  an  ordinary  lease  of  lands,  including 
waters  or  streams,  the  right  of  fishing  is  necessarily  implied  as 
part  of  the  general  right  to  the  soil  and  water  unless  the  lessor 
specially  reserves  it.    If,  therefore,  there  is  no  special  reservation 


1  Murphy  v.  Ryan,  Ir.  R„  2  C.  L.  148  ; 
Pearce  v.  Scotcher,  and  cases  cited 
pp.  347  et  seq. 

2  See  Paterson's  Fishery  Laws,  p.  49  ; 
Orr  Ewing  v.  Colquhovn,  2  App.  Cas. 
856.  It  would  seem  that  even  a  pritnd 
facie  title  to  fish  for  salmon  on  one  side 
of  a  river  will  give  a  right  of  challenge 
against  fishing  for  salmon  on  the  oppo- 
site side  :  Stuart  v.  McBarnet,  L.  R., 
1  H.  L.  Sc.  887,  per  Lord  Cairns,  L.  0. 

8  4  C.  P.  D.  438  :  49  L.  J.,  C.  P.  97 ;  see 
ante,  pp.  09  et  seq. ; see  Ilindson  v.  Ashhy, 


per  Lindley.  L.  J.,  ante,  p.  73. 

*  Ante,  p.  337. 

6  See  Lymi  v.  Fishmongers'  Co.,  1 
App.  Cas.  662 ;  45  L.  J.,  Ch.  68 ;  35 
L.  T.  569. 

6  Marshall  v.  Clleswater  Co.,  3  B.  &  S. 
732  ;  41  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  41  ;  25  L.  T.  793  ; 
Bristowe  v.  Cormican,  3  App.  Cas.  665. 

7  Beanman  v.  Kinsella,  Ir.  RM  11 
C.  L.  249  ;  Zetland  v.  Glover  Incorpora- 
tion, L.  R.,  2  H.  L.  8c.  70 ;  Paterson, 
p.  109. 

8  See  2  Will.  IV.  c.  32. 
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of  the  right  of  fishery,  the  tenant  and  not  the  landlord  will 
be  the  party  entitled  to  the  fishery.1  Unless  there  is  such  a 
reservation  the  landlord  cannot  go  on  the  banks  of  a  stream  for 
the  purpose  of  fishing.2 

Properly  speaking,  the  right  cannot  be  reserved  by  a  lease, 
but  what  is  practically  the  same  thing,  the  reservation  is 
construed  as  a  re-grant  by  the  tenant  to  landlord.3 

The  presumption  that  the  owner  of  the  soil  of  the  bed  of  a 
non-tidal  river  is  also  owner  of  an  exclusive  right  of  fishing 
therein,  may  be  rebutted,  but  if  not  rebutted  it  is  the  legal 
presumption.4  If,  therefore,  the  lord  of  a  manor  would  intrude 
his  claim,  he  must  make  it  out  by  evidence  of  his  own,  as  by 
deed,  and  the  presumption  that  a  several  fishery  passed  to  the 
lord  as  appurtenant  to  a  manor  under  a  deed,  has  been  held  to 
be  rebutted  by  proof,  that  before  the  date  of  the  deed  the  owners 
of  the  land  had  the  right  of  free  fishery.6 

The  lord  of  a  manor,  being  prima  facie  the  owner  of  the  waste 
lands  of  the  manor,  will  be  prima  facie  entitled  to  the  right  of 
fishing  in  the  waters  of  the  waste.6  But  a  several  fishery-vested  in 
the  lord  as  owner  of  the  soil  of  the  bed  of  a  river  is  a  territorial 
right,  and  is  not,  on  an  allotment  of  waste,  reserved  to  him  by  the 
usual  clause  in  an  inclosure  Act  reserving  to  him  all  his  royalties, 
franchises,  &c.  For  this  purpose  there  is  no  difference  between 
rights  of  fishing  and  rights  of  shooting.  Devonshire  (Duke)  v. 
O'Connor7  followed.8  The  words  common  or  waste  land,  however, 
mean  only  those  commonable  lands  of  which  the  soil  is  in  the 
lord,  and  not  open  fields  where  owners  had  rights  in  severalty.9 
A  lord  of  a  manor  is  not  justified  in  making  such  a  store  place 
for  fish  as  to  disturb  the  commonable  rights  of  his  tenants.10 


1  Patersou's  Fishery  Laws,  p.  67, 
approved  and  adopted  in  Davif/t  v. 
Jonas,  (1902)  18  T.  L.  R.  367;  Oke's 
Game  Laws,  p.  118. 

2  Da  vies  v.  Jones,  supra. 

8  Graham  v.  Swart,  7  H.  L.  331  ; 
Seymour  v.  Courtcnay,  5  Burr.  2817; 
Paterson,  Fishery  Laws,  p.  68. 

4  See  Wishart  v.  IVt/Uie,  1  Macq., 
H.  L.  389  ;  Hanbury  v.  Jenkins,  (1901) 
2  Ch.  401. 

5  Lamb  v.  Newbiggen,  1  Car.  &  K. 
549.  See  al60  Grand  Union  Canal  v. 
Ashby,  6  H.  &  N.  403  ;  see  also  Priest  v. 
Archer,  51  J.  P.  725. 

6  See  Paterson,  Fishery  Laws,  p.  54  ; 
Oke's  Game  Laws,  pp.  50,  128  ;  Corn- 
well  v.  Saunders,  32  L.  J.,  N.  S.,  M.  C. 


6  ;  Graham  v.  Eicurt,  26  L.  J.,  N.  S., 
Ex.  97  ;  7  H.  L.  Cas.  331  ;  as  to  this 
question  with  regard  to  a  pond  on  the 
waste  of  a  manor,  see  Clarke  v.  Mercer* 

1  F.  &  F.  492. 

7  59  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  206  ;  24  Q.  B.  D.  463. 

8  Evkroyd  v.  Coultard.  (1898)  2  Ch. 
258  ;  67  L.  J.,  Ch.  458  ;  78  L.T.  702,  C.  A. 

9  Grand  Union  Canal  v.  Axhby,  6 
H.&N.394 ;  30  L.  J.,  Ex.203  :  3  L.T.678. 

10  Cro.  Car.  495  ;  lteere  v.  Digby.  See 
also  ns  to  manors,  Williams's  Real 
Property,  119  ;  Doe  d.  Barrett  v.  Kemp, 

2  Bing.,*N.  C.  102  ;  33  R.  R.  492  ;  Grose 
v.  West,  7  Taunt.  39  ;  17  R.  R.  437  ; 
Smith  v.  Earl  Brownlow,  L.  R.,  9  Eq. 
241  ;  Warrick  v.  Queen's  College,  L.  R., 
6  Ch.  716. 
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Thus,  if  any  one  claims  a  right  of  fishery  in  another's  water, 
the  onus  of  proof  is  on  him. 

In  the  case  of  Devonshire  v.  Pattinson,1  the  question  arose  claim  by  the 
whether  the  Crown  ever  could  have  as  part  of  its  prerogative  an  Crown- 
exclusive  right  of  fishery  in  a  non-tidal  river  flowing  over  the 
soil  of  a  subject,  and  whether  if  the  Crown  could  have  such 
right  it  could  be  granted  to  a  subject  as  a  franchise.  As  in  this 
case  the  Court  of  Appeal  was  of  opinion  that  the  Crown  was  also 
owner  of  the  bed  of  the  river  as  lord  of  the  manor,  they  did 
not  actually  decide  this  question,  but  they  did  not  adopt  the  view 
of  the  Divisional  Court  on  the  point.  Lord  Justice  Fry,  delivering 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  (Lord  Esher,  M.  R,  and  Bowen  and 
Fry,  L.  JJ.),  says :  "  Such  being  the  ancient  and  modern  user 
"  of  the  fishery,  it  is  plainly  incumbent  on  the  Court  to  find  a 
"  legal  origin  for  it  if  such  can  be  found.  The  defendants  say 
"  that  no  such  legal  origin  can  be  found.  A.  L.  Smith,  J.,  has 
"  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  fishery  enjoyed  by  the  Duke 
"  and  his  predecessors  entitles  it  to  be  regarded  as  a  franchise, 
"  i.e.,  a  right  in  the  hands  of  a  subject  derived  by  a  grant  from 
"  the  Crown  of  a  prerogative.  If  the  Crown  were  both  owner  of 
"  the  bed  of  the  river  and  of  the  right  of  fishing,  it  is  obvious 
"  that  the  right  of  fishing  would  be  a  proprietary  and  not  a 
"  prerogative  right,  and  consequently  the  view  of  the  learned 
"  judge  gives  rise  to  the  inquiry  whether  the  Crown  could,  as 
"  part  of  its  prerogative,  have  an  exclusive  right  of  fishing  in 
"  the  water  flowing  over  the  soil  of  a  subject ;  and,  secondly, 
"  whether  such  a  right  could  be  granted  to  a  subject  so  as  to 
"be  a  franchise  in  his  hands.  The  third  chapter  of  the  first 
"  part  of  Hale' 8  Treatise  de  Jure  Maris,  and  the  forms  of  writ 
"  there  given  in  relation  to  the  defence  of  rivers,  appear  to  us 
"  to  establish  that  prior  to  the  Great  Charter  of  Henry  III.,  the 
"  king  had  exercised  as  part  of  his  prerogative  a  right  to  cause 
"  various  rivers,  including  fresh  rivers  above  the  flow  of  the  tide, 
"  to  be  put  in  defence,  i.e.,  to  be  kept  close  in  anticipation  of 
"  a  visit  of  the  king  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  the  river ;  and 
"  further,  that  he  required  certain  men,  who  were  anciently 
"  liable  to  perform  the  duty,  to  make  preparations  for  his 
"  arrival  by  the  construction  of  bridges ;  that  this  prerogative 
"  was  exercised  by  means  of  a  writ  addressed  to  the  sheriff 
"  requiring  him  to  put   the  river  in  defence  ;    and  that   after 

1  20  Q.  B.  D.  263  ;  57  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  189  ;  58  L.  T.  392. 
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"  Magna  Charta  the  prerogative  was  still  exercised,  but  only  in 
"  regard  to  rivers  which  had  been  put  in  defence  in  the  reign 
"  of  Henry  II.  But,  assuming  this  prerogative  to  have  existed, 
"  we  entertain  serious  doubts  on  the  following  questions :  first, 
"  whether  the  prerogative  would  have  authorized  the  king  to 
"  close  the  river  against  the  owner  of  the  soil,  or  to  grant  any 
"  right  in  the  river,  except  in  preparation  for  a  royal  visit ; 
"  secondly,  whether  the  prerogative  was  not  of  a  purely  personal 
"  character,  existing  only  for  the  pleasure  of  the  king  and  his 
"  court,  and  consequently  whether  the  prerogative  could  be 
"  granted  by  the  king  so  as  to  become  a  franchise  in  the  hands 
"  of  a  subject ;  and,  thirdly,  if  it  could  be  held  by  a  subject  as  a 
"  franchise,  whether  it  would  confer  on  the  subject  a  permanent 
"  right  to  fish  to  the  continued  exclusion  of  the  owner  of  the  soil. 
"  The  case  of  the  king's  prerogative  of  Saltpetre  (12  Reports, 
"  page  12),  shows  that  the  prerogative  of  purveyance  being  vested 
"  in  the  Crown  for  purposes  of  defence,  cannot  be  granted  or 
"  transferred  to  any  other;  and  it  is  possible  that  the  prerogative 
"  of  putting  rivers  in  defence  may  have  existed  for  the  royal 
"  pleasure  only,  and  so  could  not  be  granted  to  a  subject.  No 
"  authority  has  been  cited  or  come  to  our  knowledge  which  tends 
"  to  dispel  the  doubts  we  have  stated ;  moreover,  it  does  not 
"  appear  that  in  any  one  of  the  numerous  cases  with  regard 
"  to  fisheries  to  be  found  in  the  books,  a  right  to  an  exclusive 
"  fishery  has  been  maintained  either  by  proof  or  presumption 
"  of  the  existence  of  such  a  franchise  as  that  in  question. 
"  For  these  reasons,  we  feel  a  hesitation  in  adopting  the  view 
"  entertained  by  the  learned  judge. 

"In  our  opinion,  the  true  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the 
"  user  and  the  documentary  evidence  is  that  in  1629,  when  King 
"  Charles  I.  granted  the  manor  of  the  socage  to  trustees  for  his 
"  queen,  and  again  in  1696,  when  King  William  III.  granted 
the  reversion  expectant  on  this  term  to  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
'  the  river  bed  throughout  the  manor  and  the  fishery  in  the 
river  flowing  over  the  same  were  parcel  of  the  manor  of  the 
"  socage,  that  they  passed  as  such  to  the  grantees  of  the  Crown, 
"  and  that  the  enjoyment  of  the  fishery  by  the  Earl  of  Carlisle 
"  and  the  Dukes  of  Portland  and  Devonshire  down  to  the  present 
"  time  is  attributable  to  this  title." 
a  claim  by  It  has  been  said  before  that  a  claim  by  the  public  to  fish 

fish  m  private  in  non-tidal  waters  has  been  held  to  be  such  a  claim  as  cannot 
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exist  at  law,1  or  be  supported  by  immemorial  user.2    Moreover,  a  waters  cannot 
claim  by  custom  for  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  parish  to  angle  and  "^  at    W| 
catch  fish  in  private  waters,3  and  a  custom  for  the  commoners,  or  by  custom, 
copyholders,  and   ancient  freeholders  of   a   manor,  and  their 
tenants,  and  the  dwellers  in  the  parish  and  manor  to  fish  in  the 
waste  waters  of  a  manor,  have  been  held  bad  and  unreasonable,4 
on  the  ground  that  the  right  claimed  was  a  profit  a  prendre  on 
the  soil  of  another,  which  might  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the 
subject-matter  to  which  the  alleged  custom  applied.6 

In  Tilbury  v.  Silra,*  the  practice  in  a  manor  was  for  the 
lords  to  grant  copyholds  for  three  lives,  and  to  renew  at  a  fine 
upon  the  dropping  of  any  of  the  lives ;  but  there  was  no  custom 
binding  them  to  renew.     The  copyhold  grants  did  not  mention  a 
right  of  fishing ;  but  from  time  immemorial  the  copyholders  had 
enjoyed  a  right  of  angling  in  a  stream  which  formed  the  boundary 
of  the  manor,  and  of  passing  along  the  bank  over  the  lands  of 
other  tenants  of  the  manor  for  that  purpose.     Subject  to  this, 
the  right  of    fishing  was  in   the  lords.      In   1845   the  lords 
.enfranchised  a  copyhold  belonging  to  S.,  which  adjoined  the 
river,  and  released  in  the  most  ample  terms  all  rights  of  fishing 
and  all  other  rights  they  had  over  the  enfranchised  tenement. 
After  this  various  other  copyholds  were  enfranchised,  and  for 
nearly  forty  years  the  copyholders  and  enfranchised  copyholders 
exercised  the  same  right  as  before  of  angling  and  going  over  the 
land  of  S.  for  that  purpose.     T.  was  the  owner  of  several  tene- 
ments formerly  copyhold  of  the  manor,  which  had  been  enfran- 
chised since  1845.     In  1885  S.  set  up  a  gate  and  prevented  T. 
from  passing  over  his  land  to  fish.     T.  acquiesced  in  the  inter- 
ruption until  1889,  when  he  commenced  an  action  on  behalf  of 
himself  and  all  other  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  copyholds  or 
enfranchised  copyholds,  to  establish  the  right  of  angling  and  of 
passing  over  the  land  of  S.  for  that  purpose : — The  Court  of 
Appeal  held  (affirming  Kay,  J.),  that  by  the  enfranchisement 
deed  of  1845  the  lords  gave  up  all  their  rights  over  the  land  of  S., 
and  that  no  reservation  or  exception  of  a  power  to  make  to  other 
tenants  grants  giving  rights  over  that  land  could  be  implied,  and 

1  Hargreares  v.  Biddanis,  L.  R.,  10  4  All  good  v.   Gibson,  84  L.  T.,  N.  S. 

Q.  B.  587  ;  44  L.  J.,  M.  C.  78  ;  Musset  v.  883. 

Burch,  35  L.  T.,  N.  S.  486  ;  Hudson  v.  *  Race  v.   Ward,  4  E.  &  B.  702 ;  24 

Me  Roe,  4  B.  &  S.  585.  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  153  ;  see  Goodman  v.  Mayor 


2  Murphy  v.  Ryan,  Ir.  R.,  2  C.  L.  143.        of  Saltash,  7  App.  Cas.  633,  ante,  p.  337. 
ie  ante,  pp.  347  et  seq. 

3  Bland  v.  Lipscombe,  4  E.  &  B.  413. 


See  ante,  pp.  347  et  seq.        _  •  45  Ch.  D.  98  ;  62  L.  T.  254. 
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Whether 
grant  of, 
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that  the  lords,  therefore,  had  no  power  to  give  to  T.  by  his  subse- 
quent enfranchisement  deeds  any  rights  over  the  land  of  S.,  and 
that  T.  had  no  title  to  maintain  the  action  ;  also,  that  lost  grants 
of  the  rights  to  the  enfranchised  copyholders  could  not  be  presumed* 
Where  the  public  have  been  allowed  to  fish  in  private  waters, 
even  from  time  immemorial,  the  permission  is  revocable  at  any 
time  at  the  will  of  the  proprietor.1 


A  several  or  exclusive  fishery  in  private  waters  may  exist  in  a 
stranger  by  grant  or  prescription  from  the  owner  of  the  soil  as 
an  incorporeal  hereditament.2  Such  a  fishery  may,  it  would 
appear,  be  claimed  as  appurtenant  to  a  manor,  but  not  as  appur- 
tenant to  land  or  a  tenement,  as  being  too  extensive  a  right.3 

The  ownership  of  the  soil  of  non-tidal  rivers  has  been  said  to 
import  a  right  to  the  exclusive  fishery  therein ;  much  controversy 
has  arisen  as  to  whether  the  converse  of  this  proposition  is  true — 
viz.,  that  the  ownership  of  a  several  fishery  imports  the  owner- 
ship of  the  soil.     On  this  point  Lord  Coke  thus  expresses  himself : 
'  If  a  man  be  seized  of  a  river,  and  by  deed  do  grant  separalem 
'  piscariam  in  the  same,  and  maketh  livery  of  seizin  secundum 
'formam  chart<e,  the  soil  doth  not  pass,  nor  the  water,  for  the 
'  grantor  may  take  water  there ;  and  if  the  river  become  drye, 
*  he  may  take  the  benefit  of  the  soile,  for  there  passed  to  the 
'  grantee   but   a   particular  right,  and  the  livery  being  made 
'  secundum  formam  chartce  cannot  enlarge  the  grant.     For  the 
'  same  reason  if  a  man  grant  aquam  suam  the  soile  shall  not 
'  pass,  but  the  pischary  within  the  water  passeth  therewith."4 

In  the  case  of  Holford  v.  Bailey  *  Lord  Denman,  C.  J., 
delivering  the  considered  judgment  of  the  Court,  says,  "  No 
"  doubt  the  allegation  of  a  several  fishery,  jmmd  facie ,  imports 
"  ownership  of  the  soil,  though  they  are  not  necessarily  united." 
In  the  case  of  Marshall  v.  Ulleswater  Co.,6  this  question  again 
arose,  and  the  majority  of  the  Court,  Wightman  and  Mellor,  JJ., 
held  that  a  grant  of  a  several  fishery,  together  with  livery  of 
seisin,  reserving  a  quit  rent  of  4d.  a  year  to  the  then  lord  of  the 
manor,  must,  in  the  absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  be  taken 


1  See  Holfordv.  Bailey.  13  Q.  B.  426. 

*  Marshall  v.  Ulleswater,  3  B.  &  S. 
732,  per  Wightman,  J. ;  Holford  v. 
Bailey,  13  Q.  B.  42(5  ;  8  Q.  B.  1016.  See 
Kinnersley  v.  Orpe,  Doug.  56. 

5  Per  Willes,  J.,  in  Edgar  v.  Com- 
missioners of  Fisheries,  20  L.  T.,  N.  S. 


732,  and  ante,  p.  351. 
4  Co.  Litt.  4  b. 

*  8  Q.  B.  1000,  at  p.  1016.     See  also 
same  case  on  appeal,  13  Q.  B.  426. 

•  3  B.  &  S.  732  ;  41  L.  J.,Q.  B.  41  ;  25 
L.  T.  793. 
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to  convey  a  corporeal  and  not  an  incorporeal  inheritance,  as  a 
feoffment  with  livery  of  seisin  and  the  reservation  of  a  quit  rent 
are  not  appropriate  to  an  incorporeal  estate,  and  that,  therefore, 
the  soil  passed  by  the  grant.  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  though  holding 
himself  bound  by  the  case  of  Holford  v.  Bailey,  was  of  a  different 
opinion.  After  citing  the  opinion  of  Lord  Coke,  to  the  effect 
that  a  grant  of  a  several  fishery  does  not  pass  the  soil,  he 
proceeds  r1  "  Now,  independently  of  the  high  authority  of  Lord 
"  Coke  on  such  a  matter,  I  must  say  that  this  doctrine  appears 
"  to  me  the  only  one  which  is  reconcileable  with  principle  or 
"  reason.  It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  a  several  fishery  may 
"  exist  independently  of  the  ownership  of  the  soil  in  the  bed  of 
"  the  water.  Why  then  should  such  a  fishery  be  considered  as 
"  carrying  with  it,  in  the  absence  of  negative  proof,  the  property 
"in  the  soil?  On  the  contrary,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is 
"every  reason  for  holding  the  opposite  way.  The  use  of  the 
"  water  for  the  purposes  of  fishing  is,  when  the  fishery  is  united 
"  with  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  a  right  incidental  and  accessory 
"  to  the  latter ;  on  a  grant  of  the  land,  the  water  and  the  inci- 
"  dental  and  accessory  right  of  fishery  would  necessarily  pass 
"  with  it.  If,  then,  the  intention  be  to  convey  the  soil,  why  not 
"  convey  the  land  at  once,  leaving  the  accessory  to  follow  ?  Why 
"  grant  the  accessory  that  the  principal  may  pass  incidentally  ? 
"  Surely  such  a  proceeding  would  be  at  once  illogical  and 
"  unlawyerlike." 

In  the  case  of  Bloomfield  v.  Johnson*  where  the  Irish  Court  of 
Exchequer  Chamber  held,  that  the  grant  of  a  free  fishery  in  Lough 
Erne  did  not  pass  the  soil,  Fitzgerald,  B.,  in  his  learned  and 
elaborate  judgment,  after  citing  with  approval  the  opinion  of  Coke 
above  mentioned,  says,3  "  I  am  aware  of  no  case  prior  to  that 
"of  Marshall  v.  Ullesivater  Navigation  Co.,  in  which  anything. 
"  really  inconsistent  with  the  position  of  Lord  Coke  can  be  said 
"  to  have  been  decided.  It  may  be  questioned,  whether  for  the 
"  decision  of  that  case  it  was  necessary  to  dispute  Lord  Coke's 
"  position  ;  but  undoubtedly  the  judges  who  made  that  decision, 
"  especially  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  who  was  dissatisfied  with  it,  but 
"  held  himself  bound  by  former  authorities,  do  appear  to  lay  it 
"  down  as  law,  that  the  grant  of  a  fishery  by  the  owner  of  the 
"  soil  in  the  water  of  that  soil,  would,  if  accompanied  by  livery 
"  of  seisin,  pass  the  soil.     But  Holford  v.  Bailey,  and  that  class 

1  3  B.  &  S.  at  p.  747.  *  Ir.  R.,  8  C.  L.  68.  8  Ibid,  at  p.  105. 

l.w.  24 
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"  of  cases  which,  for  this  purpose,  decide  only  that  the  allegation 
"  in  pleading  or  otherwise  of  the  ownership  of  a  several  fishery 
"  generally  does,  prima  facie,  imply  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  are 
"  the  only  authorities  referred  to,  and  this — I  say  it  with  deference 
"  — appears  to  me  quite  consistent  with  Coke's  position." l 

In  Attorney-General  v.  Emerson*  cited  ante,  p.  856,  the  House 
of  Lords  have  held  that  a  right  of  several  fishery  on  the  sea  shore 
exercised  by  the  lord  of  an  adjoining  manor  by  means  of  fixed 
"kiddles"  raises  the  presumption  that  freehold  of  the  soil  is 
in  him. 

Free  fishery.  A  free  fishery  may  exist  in  private  waters  by  grant  or  prescrip- 
tion from  the  owner  of  the  soil.  It  is  sometimes  also  called  a 
common  of  fishery,  and  is,  as  has  been  said,  a. right  of  fishery 
not  exclusive  in  a  particular  place,  and  as  such  may  exist  in  the 
owner  of  the  soil  in  conjunction  with  a  stranger,  or  in  two  or 
more  strangers  to  the  exclusion  of  the  owner  of  the  soil.  "  If  he 
"  who  is  the  owner  of  the  soil,  and  as  such  entitled  to  the  exclu- 
"  sive  right  of  fishing,  grant  to  another  the  right  of  fishing  so 
"  as  not  to  exclude  himself,  the  grantee  has  a  right  of  fishing 
"  not  exclusive,  but  without  the  soil,  and  the  owner  of  the  soil 
"  retains  the  soil  with  a  right  of  fishing  no  longer  exclusive. 
"  The  right  of  the  grantee  will  be  properly  called — as  all,  I  think, 
"  admit — a  common  of  fishery.  The  right  of  the  grantor  is 
"  apparently  something  more ;  he  has  the  ownership  of  the  soil, 
"  the  right  of  fishing  incident  thereto  being  no  longer  exclusive, 
"  but  abridged  by  his  grant ;  as  against  any  one  but  his  grantee, 
"  his  rights  are  what  they  were  before.  If  free  fishery  be  the 
"  common  name  for  this  right  of  fishery  in  both  cases,  then,  as 
"  applied  to  the  grantee,  it  may  be  called  synonymous  with 
"common  of  fishery;  as  applied  to  the  grantor,  it  will  be 
"something  more."3 

The  ownership  of  a  free  fishery — i.e.,  a  fishery  not  exclusive — 
does  not  import  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  and  a  grant  of  free 
fishery  by  the  owner  of  the  soil  has  been  held  not  to  pass  the 
soil  ad  medium  filum  aqua.  Thus,  in  Bloomfield  v.  Johnson,4 
where  the  question  was  whether  a  grant  of  lands  adjacent  to 

1  See  Paterson/p.  65  ;  Bex  v.  Ellis,  J  (1891)  App.  Cas.  649. 

1  M.  &  S.  6rt5,  per  Bayley,  J.  ;  Duke  of  5  Bloomfield  v.  Johnson,    Ir.   R.,    8 

Somerset  v.  Fogivell,  h  B*.  &  C.  875  ;  29  C.  L.  68,  'per  Fitzgerald,  B.,  at  p.  107. 

R.  R.  449  ;  Ho  ye*  v.  Bridge*,  1  R.,  L.  &  See  also  Co.  Litt.  122  a. 

S.  420  ;   Scrotten  t.  Brown,  4  B.  &  0.  «  Ir.  R..  8  C.  L.  68  ;  see  Alderman  of 

485  ;  28  R.  R.  344.  London,  v.  Hastings,  2  Sid.  8. 


FISHERY   IN   PRIVATE    STREAMS.  371 

Lough  Erne  and  of  a  free  fishery  in  the  lake  passed  the  soil 
ad  medium  JUum  aqu<et  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber  in 
Ireland  held  it  did  not ;  Fitzgerald,  B.,  being  of  opinion  that, 
assuming  that  the  presumption  that  by  a  grant  of  lands  adjacent 
to  a  freshwater  river  (the  grantor  being  owner  of  the  soil  of  the 
river),  the  soil  of  the  river  passed  ad  medium  filum  aqiue,  applied 
to  such  a  water  as  Lough  Erne,  the  grant  of  a  free  fishery,  when 
a  several  fishery  might  have  been  granted,  was  sufficient  to 
rebut  the  presumption  that  the  soil  was  intended  to  pass. 

The  right  of  fishing  in  private  waters  is,  of  course,  equally  User  of 
subordinate  to  the  rights  of  navigation,  which  may  have  been  fishenes- 
acquired  by  the  public  over  such  waters  by  grant  or  prescription 
or  Act  of  Parliament,  and  any  interference  with  them  will  be  a 
nuisance,  and  indictable.1 

It  has  been  held,  however,  that  the  provisions  of  Magna  Charta  Weire  in 
and  of  the  other  early  statutes,  including  17  Ric.  II.  c.  9,  and  ^^ 
12  Edw.  IV.  c.  7,  which  prohibit  weirs,  relate  to  navigable  rivers 
only ;  and  that  though  weirs  in  navigable  rivers  are  illegal  unless 
they  existed  before  the  time  of  Edward  I.,  such  an  easement  to 
a  weir  obstructing  the  fishery  may  be  acquired  in  private  waters 
by  grant  or  prescription  from  the  other  riparian  owners,  or  by 
enjoyment ;  in  short,  by  any  means  by  which  such  rights  may 
be  constituted.2  It  would  seem  that  a  claim  to  a  weir  is  within 
the  Prescription  Act,  and  may  be  established  by  proof  of  enjoy- 
ment for  the  time  required  to  confer  easements  with  respect  to 
water,  and  that  the  occasional  interruption  of  the  enjoyment  of 
a  weir  so  claimed  by  the  owner  of  a  mill  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  would  not  necessarily  operate  to  destroy  such  a  right. 
"We  think,"  says  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  "that  there  is  nothing  to 
"  prevent  a  second  easement  being  acquired  as  subordinate  to 
"  one  already  existing  where  the  subject-matter  admits  of  it. 
"  If  the  other  riparian  owners  on  the  stream  had  granted  to  the 
"  appellant  to  have  a  weir  for  the  purpose  of  taking  fish  at  such 
"  times  as  the  whole  body  of  the  stream  was  not  needed  for  the 
"  working  of  the  mill,  such  a  grant  would  have  been  perfectly 
"good,  and  would  have  conferred  an  easement  pro  tanto;  we 

1   Williams  v.  Wilcox.  8  A.  &  E.  333  ;  2  Rollr  v.  Whyte,  L.  R.,  3  Q.  B.  2S<> ; 

7  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  229  ;  47  R.  R.  59.5  ;  per  Lord  Leconfield  v.  Liymdale,  L.  R.,  5  C.  P.  657  ; 

Denman,  <"'.  J.  :  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  39  L.J.,  0.  P.  305  :  23  L.  T.  155  ;  Call  is 

c.  2.      See    Orr  Ewing   v.  Colguhoun,  on  Sewers,  p.  '2nd  ;  Coke,  2  Inst.  p.  38  ; 

2  App.  Cas.  839.  Chester  Mill  cute,  10  Co.  Rep.  138. 
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"  see  no  reason  why  such  a  qualified  easement  should  not  be 
"  acquired  by  user  for  the  time  required  to  confer  easements  in 
"  respect  of  water." * 
Obstruction         The  erection  of  a  weir  or  other  engine  obstructing  the  passage 

actiraaWe.       °*  ^B^»  though  not  a  public  nuisance  and  indictable,  is,  as  has 

been  said,  an  interference  with  the  rights  of  the  owners  of  other 
fisheries,  and  is  as  such  prima  facie  actionable,  as  is  also  the 
enhancing  and  enlarging  of  existing  weirs.3 

Thus  in  the  case  of  Weld  v.  Hornby,*  the  converting  of  an 
ancient  brushwood  weir,  through  which  fish  could  pass,  into  an 
impenetrable  stone  weir  was  held  actionable  at  the  suit  of  another 
owner  prejudiced  thereby.  In  this  case  the  locus  in  quo  was 
thought  by  Lord  Ellenbo rough  to  be  a  navigable  river,  and  he 
expressed  an  opinion  that  the  weir  was  a  public  nuisance  ;  this, 
however,  turned  out  not  to  be  the  case,  and  is  thus  alluded  to 
by  Bovill,  C.  J.,  in  Leconfield  v.  Lonsdale*  "  It  was  an  action  for 
"  a  private  nuisance,  and  unquestionably  maintainable  in  respect 
"  of  the  plaintiff's  right  of  property,  which  was  injured  by  the 
"  act  of  the  defendant  in  making  his  weir  impervious  to  fish, 
"  and  so  preventing  them  from  arriving  at  the  plaintiff's  fishery, 
"  a  grievance  long  recognized  as  giving  a  right  of  action,  inde- 
"  pendent  of  any  question  of  public  nuisance.  See  the  precedent 
"  in  the  last  case  of  year  46,  Lib.  Assiz."  In  fact,  any  unautho- 
rized interference  with  the  passage  of  fish  up  a  river  would  appear 
to  be  actionable  at  the  suit  of  the  owner  of  a  fishery  who  suffers 
damage  thereby,6  and  this  principle  possibly  applies  to  a  weir 
obstructing  the  passage  of  other  fish  than  salmon,  e.g.,  trout.6 

The  pollution  of  the  water  of  a  stream,  so  as  to  render  it  unfit 
for  fish  to  live  in,  is,  moreover,  actionable,  and  ground  for  the 
interference  of  the  Court  by  injunction.7 

Fishery  in  Lakes  and  Pools. 

in  ponds  and       With  regard  to  the  law  as  to  fishery  in  small  ponds  or  pools, 
P0018,  included  in  one  property  or  manor,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 

1  Bolle  v.  Whyte,  L.  R.,  2  Q.  B.  at        per  Stirling,  J.,  79  L.  T.  26. 

p.  302.     See  also  per  Bovill,  C.  J.t  in  «  Barker  v.  Faulkner.  79  L.  T.  26. 

Leconfield  v.  Lonsdale,  L.  R.,  5  C.  P.  726.  7  A.-Q.   v.   Birmingham,  4  K.  &  J 

2  Weld  v.  Hornby,  7  East,  195.  528  ;  Bidder  v.  Croydon,  6  L.  T.,  N.  S. 
8  Ibid.  778  ;  A.-G.  v.  Luton,  2  Jur.,  N.  S.  181  ; 
«  L.  R.,  5  C.  P.  72.").  Oldaker  v.  Hunt,  6  D.,  M.  &  G.  376  : 
*  See  Marqu  ix  of  Donegal  v.  Ha  m  ilton,  A  Idred's  case,  9  Rep.  59  a  ;  Fitzgerald  v 

3  Ridg.,  P.  C.  267  ;  Murnhy  v.  Ryan,  Ir.  Firbank,  (1897)  2  Ch.  96  ;  76  L.  T.  584. 
R.,  2  C.  L.  148  ;  Barker  v.  Faulkner,        See  ante,  Chap.  III.  pp.  158  tt  seq. 
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the  owner  of  the  property  or  manor  has  primd  facie  the  exclusive 
right  to  fish  therein.1  Where  the  boundary  of  two  properties 
passes  along  the  pool,  it  is  taken  to  coincide  with  the  medium 
filum  of  the  pool,  and  the  fishery  will  of  course  follow  this 
boundary  line.3 

Though  fish  are  animals  fera  natura,  which  cannot  be  the 
subject  of  larceny  at  common  law,  it  seems  that  fish  in  a  small 
pond,  tank,  or  stew  in  the  owner's  land,  where  they  can  be 
caught  at  pleasure,  are  more  like  chattels,  and  may  be  the 
subject  of  larceny ;  this  seems  to  depend  on  the  size  of  the 
pond,  but  no  one  has  attempted  to  define  how  large  the  pond  or 
lake  must  be,  where  larceny  ends.8 

With  regard  to  the  right  of  fishing  in  large  navigable  non-tidal  in  large 
lakes,  the  law  does  not  appear  to  be  so  clearly  settled.  As  has  jS^f^16 
been  said  before,  the  public  right  of  fishery  cannot  exist  in  non- 
tidal  rivers  where  the  presumption  is  that  the  respective  owners 
on  the  banks  are  entitled  to  the  exclusive  fishery  ad  medium 
filum  aqua,  though  this  presumption  may  be  rebutted.  In 
accordance  with  this  principle,  the  Irish  Court  of  Exchequer 
Chamber,  in  Bloomfield  v.  Johnson,*  has  held,  with  some  hesita- 
tion, affirming  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Common  Fleas, 
that  there  is  no  public  right  of  fishery  in  large  navigable  and 
non-tidal  lakes. 

The  same  point  was  raised  in  a  later  case  on  demurrer,  and  Br\*tou*  v. 
the  Irish  Court  of  Exchequer  held  themselves  bound  by  the  prior  Corm%calL 
decision  of  the  Exchequer  Chamber  in  Bloomfield  v.  Johnson, 
which  they  could  not  question.  No  appeal  was  brought  from 
this  judgment  on  the  demurrer;  but  on  an  appeal  to  the  Irish 
Exchequer  Chamber,  from  an  order  of  the  Court  making  absolute 
a  conditional  order  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of  mis-direction 
on  other  grounds,  Whiteside,  C.  J.,  strongly  expresses  his  dissent 
from  the  above  principle.5  "  If  this  vast  sheet  of  water,"  he 
says,  "  be  navigable  and  navigated  for  the  convenience  of  the 
"  surrounding  inhabitants, — if  the  lake  affords  a  common  pas- 
sage for  public  use, — if  its  navigation  be  watched  over  and 

>  See  Paterson,   Fishery  Laws,  p.  2.  1  Hale,  PI.  l\  510,  511  ;  East,  PL  C  610  ; 

As  to  this  question  between  a  lord  and  H.  v.  Humdon;  Beg.  v.  Steer,  6  Mod. 

copyholder  of  a  manor,  see  Clarke  v.  183. 

Mercer,  1  F.  &  F.  492.  4  Ir.  R.,  8  C.  L.  6*.     See  ante,  pp.  348 

2  Phear's  Rights  of  Water,  p.  1  ;  vt  seq.,  and  as  to  the  ownership  of  the 
Woolrych  on  Waters,  p.  121.  See  also  bed  of  lakes,  ante,  Chap.  II.  pp.  105 
per   Lord   Blackburn    in    Bristowe    v.  et  *tq. 

(Wmicnii,  3  App.  Cas.  665.  b  BrUtotov  v.    Cor  mi  ran,    Ir.  R.,    10 

3  Paterson,  p.  72  ;  Qreyxcase,  Ow.  20  ;        C.  L.  434. 
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"  assisted  by  the  grand  juries  of  four  surrounding  counties,  for 
"  the  benefit  of  the  subject, — why  should  not  the  right  of  fishing 
"  in  this  inland  sea  be  enjoyed  and  exercised  by  the  public,  as 
"  well  as  the  right  of  passage  for  trade,  traffic  and  enjoyment, 
"  subject  to  the  servitudes  and  prerogatives  belonging  to  the 
"  king  ?  '  The  lake,  answers  the  lawyer,  to  give  the  right  of 
"fishing  to  the  public,  should  be  navigable.  It  is  navigable, 
"answer  the  inhabitants  of  four  counties.  No,  retorts  the 
"  lawyer,  navigable  in  fact  is  one  thing,  navigable  in  law  is 
"  another.  '  Navigable,'  writes  Lord  Hale,  '  means  tidal,'  and, 
"  unless  the  salt  water  flows  and  recedes,  the  lough  is  not 
"legally  navigable;  and  if  the  water  be  fresh,  though  as  wide 
"  as  three  counties,  and  teeming  with  fish,  the  public  cannot 
"  take  one  fish  in  the  exercise  of  their  industry  in  procuring 
"  sustenance  for  themselves  and  others ;  the  liberty  of  fishing, 
"  which  is  of  common  right  in  the  creeks  and  arms  of  the  sea 
"  or  navigable  rivers,  does  not  exist  in  vast  sheets  of  water  or 
"  inland  seas,  because  the  water  is  not  salt — an  arbitrary  rule 
"  repugnant  to  reason,  convenience,  and  the  common  sense  of 
"  mankind.  Inquisitive  lawyers  have  raised  the  question,  did 
"  Lord  Hale  really  propound  dogmatically  that  navigable  in  law 
"meant  tidal,  not  that  it  really  was  so?  But  the  authorship 
"  is  made  a  question  in  a  note  to  Calmady  v.  Rowe.1  It  may  be 
"  fairly  said  this  question  should  now  be  thoroughly  investigated 
"  on  principle,  and  decided  according  to  analogy  and  reason,  by 
"  the  ultimate  Court  of  Appeal,  by  which  tribunal  alone  it  can 
"  be  decided.1' 

The  case  went  on  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords ;  but  as  the 
question  of  the  public  right  of  fishing  in  the  lake  was  not  before 
the  House,  no  decision  on  that  point  was  given.  Cairns,  L.  C, 
says,2  "  The  defendants  in  the  action,  the  respondents,  had 
"  pleaded  a  special  defence,  alleging  that  Lough  Neagh  was  a 
"public  or  common  navigable  inland  sea,  and  every  subject  of 
"  the  realm  had  a  right  of  fishing  in  it,  and  justifying  their 
"  trespass  under  this  right.  To  this  special  defence  there  was  a 
"replication,  averring  that  the  tides  of  the  sea  had  never  flowed 
"  in  Lough  Neagh,  and  to  this  replication  there  was  a  demurrer, 
"  which  demurrer  was  overruled.  Against  the  order  overruling 
"this  demurrer  the  respondents  have  not  appealed,  and  the 
"appellants  remain,  therefore,  the  victors  on  that  issue.     My 

1  15  C.  K.  878.  *  3  App.  Gas.  641,  at  p.  651. 


FISHERY  IN  LAKES  AND  POOLS.  375 

"Lords,  I  mention  this  in  order  to  show  that  it  does  not  appear 
"tome  that  your  Lordships  can  decide,  whether  the  replication 
"  to  which  I  have  referred  was  or  was  not  a  valid  defence  in  law. 
"  That  may  be  a  fit  question  to  raise  in  some  other  case  ;  but  it 
"  cannot  for  the  reasons  I  have  mentioned  be  raised  in  this 
"case."1  Lord  Blackburn  in  the  same  case  seems  to  be  clear 
that  the  Crown  has  no  right  to  the  soil  or  fishery  in  such  lakes ; 
but  thinks  it  doubtful  whether  the  rule,  that  each  adjoining 
proprietor  is  entitled  to  the  soil  vsque  ad  medium  jilum  aquae  (and 
consequently  to  the  fishing  therein),  applies  to  such  lakes  as 
Lough  Neagh.  After  referring  to  certain  dicta  of  Wightman,  J., 
in  Marshall  v.  Ulleswater  Co.,2  he  continues,  "  This  is  the  only 
"case  cited,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  find,  the  only  case  which 
"  exists,  where  there  is  even  a  suggestion  that  the  Crown  of 
"common  right  is  entitled  to  the  soil  of  lakes.  Neither  the 
"  passage  in  Comyns,  nor  that  in  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  cited  by 
"Mr.  J.  Wightman,  gives  any  countenance  to  such  doctrine. 
"But  it  did  appear  that  the  learned  judge  did  not  think  the  law 
"as  to  land  covered  by  still  water  was  so  clearly  settled  to  be 
"  the  same  as  the  law  as  to  land  covered  with  running  water,  as 
"  to  justify  him  in  unnecessarily  deciding  that  it  was  the  same. 
"  More  than  this  I  think  does  not  appear  from  that  case.  I  own 
"  myself  to  be  unable  to  see  any  reason  why  the  law  should  not 
"  be  the  same,  at  least  where  the  lake  is  so  small,  or  the 
"adjoining  manor  so  large,  that  the  whole  lake  is  included  in 
"one  property.  Whether  the  rule  that  each  adjoining  proprietor, 
"  where  there  are  several,  is  entitled  xisqucead  medium  Jilum  aquce 
"  should  apply  to  a  lake,  is  a  different  question.  It  does  not 
"  seem  very  convenient  that  such  proprietor  of  a  few  acres, 
"  fronting  on  Lough  Neagh,  should  have  a  piece  of  the  soil  of 
"  the  lough  many  miles  in  length  tacked  on  his  frontage." 

In  Keg.  v.  Burrow,*  a  conviction  by  magistrates  of  defendant 
for  fishing  in  Ulleswater  was  quashed  by  the  Court,  on  the 
ground  that  a  bona  fide  claim  by  defendant,  as  one  of  the  public, 
to  fish  there,  ousted  their  jurisdiction,  the  point  not  being  so 
fully  settled  by  authority  as  to  make  the  claim  one  which  could 
not  exist  at  law.4 

In  Pery  v.  Thornton*  the  plaintiffs,  owners  of  most  of  the 

1  See  also  per  Lord  Gordon,  8  App.  5  34  Justice  of  Peace,  33. 

Cas.  at  p.  671.  4  See  judgment  of  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  in 

2  3  B.  &  S.  732  ;  41  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  41 ;       this  case,  ant*',  p.  841). 
23  L.  T.  793.  *  23  L.  K..  lr.  402. 
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lands  surrounding  Lough  Conn,  a  freshwater  lake,  eight  miles  long 
by  one  to  four  miles  wide,  were  held  entitled  to  an  injunction 
to  restrain  the  defendants,  members  of  the  public,  from  fishing 
in  the  lake  with  cross  lines,  a  mode  very  destructive  to  fish, 
though  the  defendants  pleaded  that  the  lake  was  a  public 
navigable  lake,  and  gave  some  evidence  that  cross  lines  had 
been  used  on  the  lake  for  over  twenty  years. 

In  Blower  v.  Ellis,1  B.  was  charged  under  24  &  25  Vict, 
c.  96,  s.  24  (Larceny  Act,  1861),  with  unlawfully  taking  fish  in 
a  private  fishery.  The  river  was  part  of  a  Norfolk  broad  or  lake, 
thirty-five  miles  from  the  sea.  The  evidence  showed  that  the 
tide  did  not  reach  the  spot,  though  occasionally  the  fresh  water 
was  backed  up  so  as  to  rise  three  or  four  inches  when  there  was 
a  high  tide.  Anglers  had  been  occasionally  turned  off  if  no 
consent  of  adjoining  owners  had  been  obtained.  Held,  that 
there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  support  the  finding  of  justices 
that  this  was  not  a  tidal  navigable  river  where  the  public  had 
a  right  to  fish,  but  was  a  private  fishery,  and  the  conviction  was 
held  right. 

In  Miekiethwait  v.  Vincent,2  a  landowner  who  claimed  to  be 
owner  of  part  of  one  of  the  Norfolk  broads  brought  an  action 
for  an  injunction  to  restrain  a  person,  claiming  (inter  alia)  as 
one  of  the  public,  from  shooting  or  fishing  over  the  plaintiff's 
part  of  the  broad,  and  from  boating  over  such  part,  except 
within  certain  limits,  comprising  what  was  called  the  "channel." 
The  defendant  challenged  the  claim  to  ownership  on  various 
grounds,  alleging  (inter  alia)  that  the  broad  was  a  tidal  water, 
and  therefore  Crown  property,  and  open  to  the  public  for  all 
purposes.  Held,  upon  the  evidence,  that  the  broad  was  not 
tidal;  that  the  defendant's  other  contentions  against  the  plaintiff's 
claim  to  the  ownership  and  exclusive  right  of  shooting  and  fish- 
ing failed,  and  that  an  injunction  must  be  granted  accordingly, 
but  that  the  plaintiff  had  not  made  out  his  claim  to  restrict  the 
public  right-of-way  and  boating  to  the  so-called  "channel." 
Canals  and  The   right   of  fishery   in   canals  and   artificial  watercourses 

artificial  jB  0f  courge  incident  prima  facie  to  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  as 

waters.  .      ,  .  .  .    . 

is  the  case  in  all  other  non -tidal  waters,  and  it  is  clearly  compe- 
tent for  the  canal  proprietors  to  let  their  right  of  fishery,  if  they 
should  see  fit.3     In  many  cases  the  right  of  fishery  is  regulated 

1  50  J.  P.  32(5.  *  Woolrych  on  Waters,  p.  65. 

2  (1802)  07  L.  T.  225. 
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by  the  Act  of  Parliament  creating  the  canal,  and,  in  that  case, 
•will  of  coarse  depend  on  the  construction  of  the  Act. 

Thus,  where  a  canal  was  made  through  a  manor,  and  it  was 
enacted  by  statute  that  the  lord  of  the  manor  should  have  the 
fishing  in  so  much  of  the  canal,  or  cut,  or  reservior,  as  should 
be  made  in,  over,  or  through  the  common  or  waste  lands  of  the 
manor;  and  the  owner  of  any  other  lands  should  have  a  like 
right  of  fishery  in  so  much  of  the  collateral  cut  as  should  be 
made  in,  over,  or  through  his  lands ;  it  was  held  that  the  words 
*'  common  or  waste  "  meant  those  commonable  lands  of  which  the 
soil  was  in  the  lord,  and  not  open  fields  where  owners  had  rights 
of  severalty,  and  that  the  lord  had  only  the  right  of  fishing  in 
the  canal  or  cut  over  his  lands,  and  not  in  the  reservoir.1 

Statutory  Regulations  affecting  Fishery. 

The  statute  laws  relating  to  fishery,  and  framed  for  the  pro-  General 
tection  of  fish  as  a  valuable  source  of  food  supply,  are  chiefly  f^protection 
important  as  regulating  the  season  during  which  fish  may  be  offish, 
caught,  and  the  means  which  may  be  employed  in  catching  them. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  Larceny  Act   (24   d  25    Vict.   c.   96)   Larceny  Act. 
declares  the  law  with  regard  to  poaching  fish.     The  importance 
of  salmon,  as  an  article  of  food,  has  occasioned  the  passing  of 
numerous  statutes  for  its  protection. 

By  sect.  1  of  49  d  50  Vict.  c.  89  (the  Salmon  and  Freshwater  Salmon. 
Fisheries  Act,  1886),  which  transfers  to  the  Board  of  Trade  the 
powers  and  duties  previously  exercised  by  the  Home  Office  under 
the  "  Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fishery  Agts,"  the  Act  is  to  be 
construed  as  one  with  those  Acts ;  and  by  sect.  7  and  the  Sched. 
of  the  Act  they  are  declared  to  comprise :  24  d  25  Vict.  c.  109 
(the  Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1861);  26  Vict.  c.  10  (the  Salmon 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1863) ;  28  d  29  Vict.  c.  121  (the  Salmon 
Fishery  Act,  1865)  ;  88  d  84  Vict.  c.  33  (the  Salmon  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1870) ;  36  d  87  Viet.  c.  71  (the  Salmon  Fishery 
Act,  1878) ;  89  d  40  Vict.  c.  19  (the  Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1876) ; 
39  d  40  Vict.  c.  84  (the  Elvers  Fishery  Act,  1876)  ;  40  d  41 
Vict.  c.  65  (Fishery  (Dynamite)  Act,  1877) ;  40  d  41  Vict.  c.  98 
(Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Fishery  Act,  1877) ;  41  d  42  Vict.  c.  89 
(Freshwater  Fisheries  Act,  1878) ;  42  d  43  Vict.  c.  26  (Salmon 
Fishery  Law  Amendment  Act,  1879) ;  47  Vict.  c.  11  (Freshwater 

1  Grand  Union  Catud  Co.  v.  Ashby,  673.  See  also  Snape  v.  Dobbs,  8  Moo.  23  ; 
6  H.  k  N.  394  ;  30  L.  J.,  Ex.  203  ;  3  L.  T.        25  It.  R.  616  ;  Paterson,  p.  66. 
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Fisheries  Act,  1884) ;  49  Vict.  c.  2  (Freshwater  Fisheries  Act, 
1886). l 

With  regard  to  freshwater  fish,  except  trout,  char,  eels,  and 
lamperns  in  a  salmon  river,  there  were  no  restrictions  whatever 
as  to  season  or  means  of  capture,  until  the  passing  of  the  Fresh- 
water Fisheries  Act,  1878  (41  <k  42  Vict.  c.  89),  amended  by  the 
Freshwater  Fishery  Acts,  1884  and  1886  (47  Vict.  c.  11,  and 
49  A  50  Vict.  c.  89).  With  regard  to  sea  fish,  there  are  no  statutory 
restrictions  imposed  on  their  capture,  except  by  the  conventions 
with  France  and  certain  other  states  confirmed  by  statute. 

It  is  proposed  to  consider  shortly  the  principal  of  these  Acts, 
and  then  to  treat  more  fully  of  the  various  restrictions  imposed 


1  Neither  the  Freshwater  Fisheries 
Act,  1878  (41  k  42  Vict.  c.  39),  nor  the 
Freshwater  Fisheries  Act,  1884  (47  k 
48  Vict.  c.  11),  apply  to  Ireland  or  to 
Scotland.  26  k  27  Vict.  c.  10  (Salmon), 
33  k  34  Vict.  c.  33  (Salmon)  apply  to 
both  Scotland  and  Ireland.  31  k  32 
Vict.  c.  45  (Sea  Fishery)  applies  to  Ire- 
land, and  sects.  27, 67, 69  and  70  (Oysters) 
of  the  Act  to  Scot  laud.  Sect.  13  of 
54  k  55  Vict.  c.  37  (Legal  Proceedings) 
applies  to  both  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

In  addition  to  these  statutes  the 
fisheries  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  are 
both  governed  by  separate  groups  of 
Acts. 

Scotland. 

6  Geo.  I.  c.  20.  s.  14  (Fisheries  Grant) ; 
13  Geo.  I.  c.  26,  s.  18,  and  13  Geo.  I. 
c.  30  {Trustees  of  Grant) ;  9  Geo.  II. 
c.  33.  s.  4  (Lobsters)  ;  29  Geo.  II.  c.  23 
(General)  ;  11  Geo.  III.  c.31,  ss.  11—13, 
48  Geo.  111.  c.  110.  55  Geo.  III.  c.  94, 
1  k  2  Geo.  IV.  c.  79,  11  Geo.  IV.  k  1 
Will.  IV.  c.  54,  14  &  15  Vict.  c.  26,  30  k 
31  Vict.  c.  52,  52  k  53  Vict.  c.  23,  53  k 
54  Vict,  c.  10,  54  k  55  Vict.  c.  28 
(Herrings)  ;  5  Geo.  IV.  c.  64,  ss.  9,  10,  57 
k  58  Vict.  c.  14  ( Grant  for  the  Erection  of 
Piers)  ;  9  Geo.  lV.c.39,  7&8  Vict. c. 95, 

25  k  26  Vict.  c.  97.  26  k  27  Vict.  c.  10, 

26  k  27  Vict,  c.  50,  27  &  28  Vict.  c.  118. 
28  k  29  Vict.  c.  121,  s.  63*,  31  k  32 
Vict.  c.  123,  33  k  34  Vict.  c.  33,  36  k  37 
Vict.  c.  71,  s.  12*  (Salmon)',  10  A:  II 
Vict.  c.  92  (Mussel*) :  8  k  9  Vict.  c.  26 
(Trout)  ;  27  k  28  Vict.  c.  33  (Fish 
Teinds)  ;  40 k  41  Vict.  c.  65  (Dynamite): 
41  k  42  Vict.  c.  78,  s.  7  (Employment 
of  Children)  ;  44  k  45  Vict.  c.  11  (Clam 
and  Bait  Beds)  ;  44  k  45  Vict.  c.  12, 
s.  11  (Customs)  ;  44  &  45  Vict.  c.  33,  s.  3 
(Summary  Proceedings)  ;  45  k  46  Vict. 

*  These  only  apply  to  the  Esk. 


c.  78  (Fishery  Board  Insptctw)  :  48  & 
49  Vict.  c.  61,  s.  5,  50  k  61  Vict.  c.  52 
(Secretary  for  Scotland)-,  48  k  49  Vict, 
c.  70  (Scottish  Sea  Fisheries)  ;  and  58  & 
59  Vict.  c.  42  (Sea  Fisheries  Regula- 
tions) ;  49  k  50  Vict,  c.  29,  s.  32  (Croft- 
ing  Parishes)  ;  69  k  60  Vict.  c.  42,  s.  3 
(Loans)  :  61  k  62  Vict.  c.  56,  8.  23  (Sea 
Fishery  Grant). 

Ireland. 

1  k  2  Will.  IV.  c.  33,  s.  106  (Public 
Works  Commissioners)  ;  6  k  7  Will.  IV. 
c.  13,  s.  15  {Constabulary)  :  1  k  2  Vict, 
c.  56,  s.  63  (Bating)  ;  5  k  6  Vict.  c.  89, 
s.  61  (Drahvage  Commissioners)  ;  5  k  6 
Vict.  c.  106,  7  k  8  Vict.  c.  108,  32  k  83 
Vict.  c.  92  (General)  ;  8  &9  Vict.  c.  108. 
ss.  2,  3,  7—15, 19,23, 13  k  14  Vict.  c.  88 
(Oyster,  Salmon  and  Trout);  9  &  10 
Vict,  c.  3  (Fislwrics,  Piers,  and  Har- 
bours) ;  9  k  10  Vict.  c.  86,  ss.  3,  4 
(Public  Works  Commissioners)  ;  11  k  12 
Vict.  c.  92,  26  &  27  Vict.  c.  114  (Salmon 
arul  Trout)  ;  29  k  30  Vict.  c.  88,  29  k 
30  Vict.  c.  97.  47  k  48  Vict.  c.  48 
(Oytters)  ;  32  &  33  Vict.  c.  9  (In- 
spectors) ;  37  k  38  Vict.  c.  86,  45  k  46 
Vict.  c.  16,  54  k  55  Vict.  c.  48,  s.  85, 
55  k  56  Vict.  c.  61,  s.  4  (Adcances  and 
Gifts  for  Fisheries)  ;  40  k  41  Vict.  c.  56, 
s.  74,  60  k  61  Vict,  c.  17  (Appeals  and 
Becognizances)  ;  44  5c  45  Vict,  c  12,8. 11 
(Customs)  :  44  k  45  Vict.  c.  49,  8.  5  (6) 
(Bights of  Fishing)  ;  44  k  45  Vict,  c.  66. 
54  k  55  Vict,  c.  20  (Pollen) ;  47  k  48 
Vict.  c.  21  (Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries 
Fund)  ;  51  k  52  Vict,  c.  30  (Trawling)  : 
1  Edw.  VII.  c.  38  (1901)  (Steam  Trawl- 
ing)  ;   58   k  59  Vict.  c.  29  (Salmon)  ; 

61  &  62  Vict.  c.  28  (Mussels,  jjv.)  ;  61  k 

62  Vict.  c.  37,  s.  37  (Local  Government)  ; 
62  k  63  Vict.  c.  50,  ss.  2  (1),  3,  6  (3). 
15  (c),  16,  80,  34  (Departmetd  of 
Agriculture). 
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by  them  on — 1st,  the  season,  and,  2nd,  the  means,  during  and  by 
which,  the  various  fish  protected  may  be  caught.  Finally,  a 
sketch  will  be  given  of  the  law  relating  to  the  poaching  of  fish.1 

The  fisheries2  in  certain  seas  outside  the  territorial  waters  Foreign 
are  the  subject  of  conventions  between  Great  Britain  and  other 
nations,  e.g.,  the  conventions  made  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  in  1818  and  1872  with  regard  to  sea  fisheries 
on  the  eastern  coasts  of  British  North  America  and  the  United 
States  within  certain  limits;  the  conventions  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  concerning  the  fisheries  in  the  seas  adjoining 
these  countries,  made  in  1839  and  1867  (the  latter  of  which  is 
not  yet,  however,  in  force) ;  the  convention  between  Great 
Britain,  Germany,  Belgium,  Denmark,  France,  and  Holland, 
made  in  1882,  regarding  the  police  of  the  fisheries  in  the  North 
Sea  outside  territorial  waters;  the  declaration  respecting  the 
North  Sea  fisheries  made  between  Great  Britain  and  Belgium, 
with  the  purpose  of  simplifying  the  settlement  of  differences 
between  the  fishermen  of  these  countries  outside  territorial 
waters,  in  1891 ;  the  convention  made  between  the  nations  which 
were  parties  to  the  convention  of  1882  respecting  the  liquor 
traffic  in  the  North  Sea,  made  in  1887 ;  and  the  award  of  the 
tribunal  of  arbitration  constituted  under  the  treaty  made  in  1892 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  with  respect  to  the 
fur  seal  fisheries  in  the  Behring  Sea,  delivered  in  1894.  All  the 
provisions  of  these  conventions  are  respectively  confirmed  and 
sanctioned  by  statute,  viz.,  that  of  1818  by  59  Geo.  III.  c.  38,  and 
that  of  1872  by  35  &  36  Vict.  c.  45,  that  of  1839  by  the  Sea 
Fisheries  Act  of  1843  (6  &  7  Vict.  c.  79) ,8  which  is  to  be  repealed 

1  There  are    various   Local  Fishery  elusive  jurisdiction  of  the  tribunal  or 

Acts  in  force  (the  provisions  of  which  magistrates  designated  by  law  who  are 

cannot  be  noticed  here),  e.gt)  18  Geo.  III.  to  settle  all  differences  and  decide  all 

c.   33,  and  39  &  40  Vict.  c.  34,  as  to  contentions  between  fishermen  of  the 

fisheries  in  the  Severn  ;  2  Geo.  II.  c.  19,  two  countries  ;  and  the  trial  and  judg- 

30  Geo.  II.  c.  21,  and  31  &  32  Vict.  c.  53,  ment  is  always  to  take    place    in    a 

as  to  the  Thames  and   Medway  ;  and  summary  manner.    This  tribunal  is  also 

40  &  41  Vict.  c.  118,  and  59  &  60  Vict.  to  have  power  to  award  damages  for 

c.  18,  as  to  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  injuries  over  and  above  the  penalties. 

9  Encyclopaedia  of  Laws  of  England,  By  sect.  1 1  of  the  Act,  all  offences  against 

p.  426.  the    articles    committed     by     British 

"By  the  6  &  7  Vict.  c.  79,  the  subjects  are  to  be  determined  by 
articles  of  a  certain  convention  between  justices  of  the  peace,  who  are  also 
her  Majesty  and  the  King  of  the  declared  to  have  the  power  of  awarding 
French,  concerning  the  fisheries  in  the  compensation  for  injuries, 
seas  between  the  British  Islands  and  Held,  that  no  action  could  be  main- 
France,  are  declared  to  have  the  force  tained  for  an  injury  caused  by  a  breach 
of  law.  By  these  articles,  all  trans-  of  any  of  the  regulations,  as  exclusive 
gressions  of  the  regulations  are  in  both  jurisdiction  in  such  matters  was  given 
countries  to  be  submitted  to  the  ex-  to  the  tribunal  specified  in  the  Act : 
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as  soon  as  the  convention  of  1867  comes  into  force,  and  by  40  <fe 
41  Vict.  c.  42,  s.  15  (Oyster,  Crab,  and  Lobster  Act,  1877),  and 
46  &  47  Vict.  c.  22,  ss.  24, 80;  that  of  1867  by  81  &  82  Vict.  c.  45  ; 
that  of  1882  by  46  &  47  Vict.  c.  22 ;  that  of  1891  by  54  &  55 
Vict.  c.  87,  and  North  Sea  Fisheries  Act  of  1898  (56  Vict.  c.  17); 
and  that  of  1892  by  the  Behring  Sea  Award  Act  of  1894 
(57  &  58  Vict.  c.  2). 
Sea  Fisheries  By  the  Sea  Fisheries  Act,  1868,  and  the  convention1  thereto 
annexed,  between  her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  the  fisheries  in  the  seas  adjoining  the  coasts  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  coasts  of  France  between  Belgium 
and  Spain,  are  regulated  and  protected.  British  fishermen  are 
to  enjoy  the  sole  right  of  fishing  within  three  miles  of  low  water 
mark  on  the  British  coast ;  and  French  fishermen  are  to  enjoy 
the  sole  right  within  three  miles  of  the  French  coast,  except  as 
to  that  part  of  the  coast  of  France  between  Cape  Carteret  and 
point  Meinga.  This  distance  of  three  miles  with  respect  to  bays, 
the  mouths  of  which  do  not  exceed  ten  miles  in  width,  is  to  be 
measured  from  a  straight  line  drawn  from  headland  to  headland  ; 
all  fishermen  are  to  be  licensed,  and  their  boats  numbered;2  and 
various  articles  regulate  the  respective  rights  of  drift  nets,  and 
trawl  fishing,  and  oyster  fishing.  The  cruisers  of  either  nation 
are  to  take  cognizance  of  all  infractions  of  the  regulations,  and 
all  offenders  requiring  exemplary  punishment  are  to  be  sent  to 
their  own  country  for  trial.  Fishing-boats  of  either  country  are 
to  be  admitted  to  sell  their  fish  in  such  ports  of  the  other  country 
as  are  designated  for  that  purpose.  The  fishing-boats  of  one 
country  are  not  to  enter  the  fishing  limits  of  the  other,  unless  by 
stress  of  weather,  contrary  winds,  &c.  Officers  appointed  bjr  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  officers  of  the  navy,  coastguard,  and  con- 
sular officers,  are  given  powers  to  board  and  examine  boats,  and 
take  offenders  without  warrant  before  any  justice  of  the  peace. 
Persons  obstructing  the  officers,  or  acting  in  contravention  of  the 
Act  within  the  exclusive  fishery  limits  of  Great  Britain  on  board 
a  boat,  either  British  or  French,  are  deemed  to  have  committed 
an  offence  against  the  Act. 

Marshall  v.  XtvJtolU,  18  Q.  B.  882  ;  21  are  repealed  by  the  Merchant  Shipping 

I,.  J.,  Q.  B.  343.  Act,  1MM  (57  &  58  Vict.  c.  60),  s.  745 

1  This  convention  is,  however,  not  and  sched.  22,  and  sects.  25  and  71  and 
vet  in  force  ;  sec  St.  R.  A:  O.  Revised,  sched.  2  are  wholly  and  sect.  58  partly 
vol.  iii.  p.  238.  repealed  by  46  &"47  Vict.  c.  22  (Sea 

2  Sects.  22—24  «»f  31  &  32  Vict.  c.  45  Fisheries  Act,  1883),  ss.  8,  27,  30,  and 
as  to  the  registry  of  *-a  fishing- boats  sched.  2. 
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The  Act  of  1888  (46  &  47  Vict.  c.  22)  contains  similar  provisions.1 
The  Act  of  1891  (54  &  55  Vict.  c.  87)  is  merely  supplemental  to 
this  Act.  The  Act  of  1898  (56  Vict.  c.  17)  imposes  penalties  on 
any  person  on  board  or  belonging  to  a  British  vessel,  supplying, 
exchanging,  or  otherwise  selling  spirits  to  sea  fishing-boats 
outside  territorial  limits  in  the  North  Sea,  or  any  person  in  a 
British  sea  fishing-boat  in  that  sea  buying  spirits,  by  exchange 
or  otherwise,  and  selling  to  such  boats  provisions  or  other  articles 
for  use  other  than  spirits,  except  in  this  last  case  that  the  seller 
have  a  licence  from  the  Government  according  to  the  regulations 
in  that  respect  made  by  Order  in  Council  (sects.  2 — 5) ;  for  enforcing 
the  Acts,  British  and  foreign  fishery  officers  have  the  same  powers 
and  protections  as  they  have  under  the  Act  of  1883  (sect.  6). 

By  Part  III.  of  the  Act  of  1868  it  is  provided,  that  the  Board  Oyster 
of  Trade  may  make  an  order  for  the  establishment  or  improve-  fishenes- 
ment  of  oyster 2  or  mussel  fisheries  on  the  shore  or  bed  of  the  sea, 
or  of  an  estuary  or  tidal  river,  and  after  notice  given  and  the 
inquiry  and  report  of  an  inspector,  may  either  confirm  such 
order  or  not  as  seems  fit.8  This  part  of  the  Act  as  to  oysters  is 
now  extended  to  cockles  by  47  &  48  Vict.  c.  27  (the  Sea 
Fisheries  Act,  1884).  No  order  is  to  be  valid  until  confirmed  by 
Act  of  Parliament.  When  such  order  has  been  confirmed,  the 
grantee,  subject  to  such  restrictions  as  the  order  contains,  is  to 
have  within  the  limits  defined  the  sole  right  of  depositing,  fishing, 
dredging,  &c.  for  oysters  and  mussels.  Where  an  order  has  been 
made,  only  conferring  a  right  to  regulate  such  a  fishery,  and  to 
levy  tolls,  &c,  such  order  does  not  confer  a  right  to  the  fishery, 


1  The  Sea  Fisheries  Act,  1883  (46  &  47 
Vict.  c.  22)  creates  certain  offences,  and 
by  s.  1 1  "  The  provisions  of  this  Act  .  .  . 
"  shall  be  enforced  by  sea  fishery  officers," 
who  are  defined  by  that  section.  Held, 
that  the  effect  of  the  above  words  is  that 
no  one  except  a  sea  fishery  officer  can 
prosecute  for  an  offence  against  the  Act, 
and  a  rule  calling  ui>oii  justices  to  hear 
and  determine  a  summons  for  an  offence 
against  the  Act,  taken  out  by  a  private 
individual,  discharged  :  Iteg.  v.  Cubitt, 
22  Q.  B.  D.  022  ;  58  L.  J.,  M.  C.  182  ; 
60  L.  T.  038. 

2  It  was  intended  that  oyster  fishing 
in  beds  between  England  and  France 
outside  the  exclusive  natural  fishery 
limits  should  be  regulated  under  the 
convention  of  1807,  and  Part  II.  of  the 
Act  of  1808,  but  the  convention  has  not 
come  into  force  (see  St.  R.  k.  O.  Revised, 


vol.  iii.  p.  238  :  cf.  Encyc.  Laws  England. 
pp.341,  342). 

3  Where  a  municipal  corporation  has 
obtained  an  order  from  the  Board  of 
Trade  conferring  a  right  of  regulating 
an  oyster  fishery  under  the  Sea 
Fisheries  Act,  1868,  it  may  by  virtue  of 
sect.  41  of  that  Act  lawfully  take  a  lease 
of  the  foreshore  of  the  fishery  if  the 
acquisition  of  the  leasehold  will  enable 
it  the  better  to  carry  out  the  purposes 
of  the  order  :  Truro  Corporation  v. 
Howe.  (1901)  2  K.  B.  870.  As  to  the 
acquisition  of  private  oyster  fisheries 
by  prescription,  see  (roadman  v.  Mayor 
of  Salt  ashy  \)  A  pp.  Cas.  37  ;  Mills  v.  Col- 
chester. L.  R.,  3  C.  P.  575  ;  37  L.  J.,  C.  P. 
278;  17  C.  B.,  N.  S.  035;  In  re  Free 
Fishers ofFarcrsh/tin,  36  Ch.  D.  328;  and 
as  to  licences  for  reasonable  fees,  see 
Mills  v.  Colchester  Corporation,  supra. 
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bat  only  to  regulate  it  and  take  tolls.  Any  person  fishing  in  such 
a  fishery  without  paying  the  tolls  granted,  is  liable,  on  summary 
conviction,  to  pay  20/.  and  to  forfeit  all  oysters  and  mussels 
taken.1  The  portion  of  sea  shore  comprised  in  such  an  order  is 
to  be  deemed  to  be  within  the  adjoining  county  for  purposes  of 
jurisdiction ;  such  grants  are  not  to  be  made  for  longer  than 
sixty  years.  No  rights  of  several  fishery  are  to  be  interfered 
with,  and  compensation  is  to  be  paid  to  owners  of  land  taken. 
All  oysters  and  mussels  within  such  fishery,  or  in  any  several 
fishery  enjoyed  independent  of  the  Act,  are  made  the  absolute 
property  of  the  grantees  or  owners,  and  are  to  be  deemed  to 
be  in  their  actual  possession  for  all  purposes,  civil  or  criminal. 
Various  restrictions,  which  will  be  noticed  afterwards,  are 
imposed  on  the  season  for,  and  mode  of,  taking  oysters. 

Sect.  5  of  the  Oyster,   Crab,  and  Lobster  Act,  1877   (40  dt  41 
Vict.  c.  42)  empowers  the  Board  of  Trade,  on  local  application, 
to  temporarily  prohibit  or  restrict  dredging2  for  oysters  on  certain 
banks ;  but  "  nothing  in  such  order  shall  apply  to  a  several  right 
"  of  fishery  in  any  oyster-bed  or  bank,  or  to  any  bed  or  bank  of 
"  oysters  which  has  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  the  subject  of  a 
"  grant  or  regulation  order  under  Part  III.  of  the  Sea  Fisheries 
"Act,  1868,  or  any  Acts  amending  the  same."     Sect.  4  of  this 
Act  prohibits,  under  penalties  of  a  fine  not  exceeding  2Z.  for  the 
first  and  10Z.  for  the  second  or  any  subsequent  offence,  the  sale, 
or  exposure,  consignment,  or  buying  for  sale  of  any  "deep  sea 
"  oysters  "  between  the  15th  June  in  any  year  and  the  following 
4th  August,  or  any  other  description  of  oysters  between  14th  May 
and  the  following  4th  August  in  any  year.    Persons  acting  in  con- 
travention of  this  provision  are  liable  to  forfeit  all  oysters  exposed, 
consigned,  or  bought  for  sale.     The  Act  does  not  apply  to  foreign 
oysters,  even  if  stored  in  English  waters  till  wanted  for  sale.8 


*  Sect.  58  as  to  appeals  is  in  part 
rej)ealed  by  the  Summary  Jurisdiction 
Act,  1884  (47  &  48  Vict.  c.  43),  s.  4. 
The  definition  of  u  fishing- boat "  given 
in  sect.  5  of  the  Act  is  applied  to  fishing- 
boats  in  Scotland  bv  the  Sea  Fishery 
Boats  (Scotland)  Act,  188(5  (49  &  50 
Vict.  c.  53).  s.  2. 

2  Dredging  for  oyster  spat  in  a  com- 
mon navigable  river  was  illegal  under 
13  Ric.  II.  st.  1,  c.  19  ;  repealed  by  24  & 
25  Vict.  c.  109,  s.  39  ;  Maldon  Corpora- 
tion v.  Wolrct,  4  P.  &  D.  2ti ;  9  L.  J.,  Q.  B. 
370.    The  3  Jac.  I.  c.  12  (repealed  by 


24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109),  s.  39,  which  pro- 
hibitcd  persons  from  "wilfully  taking, 
"  destroying,  or  spoiling  any  spawn,  fry, 
"  or  brood,  of  any  sea-fish  in  any  weir  or 
"other  engine  or  device,  whatsoever," 
seemed  not  to  comprehend  shell-fish  ; 
and  if  it  did,  it  meant  a  taking  for 
destruction,  nnd  not  a  taking  of  oysters' 
spawn  for  the  purpose  of  removing  it  to 
beds,  for  further  growth  and  maturity, 
to  make  it  marketable :  Brid-ger  v. 
Richardson,  2  M.  &  S.  568  :  )  5  R.  R.  355. 
s  Robertson  v.  Johnson,  (1893)  1  Q.  B. 
129. 
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The  regulation  of  sea  fisheries  in  British  waters  is  farther  Sea  Fisheries 
provided  for  by  51  <£•  52  Vict.  c.  54  (the  Sea  Fisheries  Act  ^f1^1011 
Regulation  Act,  1888)  which  empowers  the  Board  of  Trade,  upon 
the  application  of  a  county  or  a  borough  council,  by  order  to 
create  sea  fishery  districts1  comprising  any  part  of  the  sea  within 
which  British  subjects  have  by  international  law  the  exclusive 
right  of  fishing,  either  with  or  without  any  part  of  the  adjoining 
coast  of  England  and  Wales.  The  Board  is  to  define  the  limits 
of  the  district  and  area  chargeable  with  any  expenses  under  the 
Act,  and  to  provide  for  the  constitution  of  a  local  committee  for 
regulating  the  sea  fisheries  in  such  district.  Any  order  which  has 
been  laid  before  both  Houses  of  Parliament  for  thirty  days  comes 
into  force  at  the  expiration  of  that  period,  provided  that  no 
resolution  to  the  contrary  effect  has  been  passed  by  either  House. 
Committees  may  make  bye-laws  for  regulating  the  fishery  and 
impose  penalties  for  the  breach  thereof,  and  appoint  officers 
(who  are  empowered  by  justices'  warrant  to  enter  suspected  places) 
to  enforce  them  (sects.  2, 8,  6, 7),2  but  such  bye-laws  are  not  valid 
until  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  (sect.  6) .  Sea  fish  is  defined 
by  sect.  14  not  to  include  salmon  as  defined  by  any  Act  relating 
to  salmon,  but  with  this  exception  means  "  fish  of  all  kinds  found 
"  in  the  sea,  and  shall  also  include  lobsters,  crabs,  shrimps, 
"  prawns,  oysters,  mussels,  cockles,  and  other  kinds  of  crustaceous 
"and  shell  fish."  The  relations  of  committees  to  conservators 
under  the  Salmon  Acts  and  harbour  commissioners  are  regulated 
by  sect.  12;  and  rights  of  several  fishery,  or  any  right  with 
regard  to  the  sea  shore  under  Act,  charter,  letters  patent,  pre- 
scription, or  immemorial  usage  are  protected  by  sect.  18.  By 
sect.  7  of  the  Fisheries  Act,  1891  (54  d;  55  Vict.  c.  87)  (which 
is  to  be  construed  as  one  with  the  Act  of  1888)  the  powers  of 
local  committees  are  extended  to  making  bye-laws  with  respect  to 
a  close  time  for  fish.  The  Act  also  gives  summary  jurisdiction 
over  offences  committed  on  the  sea  coast  or  at  sea  beyond  the 
ordinary  jurisdiction  of  a  Court  of  summary  jurisdiction 
(sect.  8) ;  allows  such  a  committee  to  enforce  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Acts  (sect.  9),  and  also  a  county  or  borough  council  to  pay  or 
contribute  to  the  expenses  of  a  board  of  salmon  conservators 
under  sect.  10  of  the  Act  of  1888.     The  powers  of  committees 

1  As  to  measurement  of  the  coast  line  Yorkshire  County  Council,  (1899)  1  Q.  B. 

in   a  fishery  district,  see   Tweed  Com-  201  ;  68  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  93  ;  79  L.  T.  521  ? 

mhsionerx  v.  Wood,  46  J.  P.  760.  Beg.  v.  Plymouth  Corporation,  (1896)  1 

*  As  to  officers'  expenses  see  Beg.  v.  Q.  B.  158  ;  65  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  258. 
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are  also  extended  to  making  bye-laws  for  regulating,  protecting, 
and  developing  fisheries  by  sect.  1  of  57  «£  58  Vict.  c.  26  (the 
Sea  Fisheries  (Shell  Fish)  Regulation  Act,  1894). 

By  the  Fisheries  (Oyster,  Crab  and  Lobster)  Act,  1877  (40  <£  41 
Vict.  c.  42),  which  applies  to  all  the  British  Islands,  provision  is 
made  for  the  protection  of  crabs  and  lobsters.  The  Act  forbids 
(sect.  8)  taking,  possessing,  selling  or  exposing,  consigning,  or 
buying  for  sale  edible  crabs  which  (1)  are  less  than  4£  inches 
across  the  broadest  part  of  the  back,  (2)  are  carrying  spawn, 
(8)  have  recently  cast  their  shell  (sect.  8).  The  prohibition 
does  not  apply  to  the  use  of  small  edible  crabs  for  bait.  A  like 
prohibition  applies  to  the  taking,  &c,  of  lobsters  less  than  8  inches 
long  (sect.  9).  The  penalties  and  forfeitures  are  enforceable 
under  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts  (sect.  11),  and  powers  of 
search  and  seizure  are  given  by  sect.  12.  The  Board  of  Trade 
may  also,  after  public  inquiry  held  after  due  notice,  prohibit  or 
restrict  the  taking  of  crabs  or  lobsters  in  a  particular  area ; 
but  the  order  does  not  apply  to  a  several  right  of  fishery. 
The  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act,  1888  (51  <6  52  Vict.  c.  54), 
which  provides  for  the  creation  of  sea  fishery  districts  and 
local  committees,  empowers  a  local  committee  to  make  bye- 
laws  (sect.  2  (1)  (<>) )  to  prevent  the  use  of  undersized  crabs 
for  bait. 

Under  the  Fisheries  Act,  1891  (54  <£•  55  Vict.  c.  37,  *.  9),  local 
committees  are  empowered  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  1877,  including  the  power  of  search  and  seizure ;  and  by  the 
Sea  Fisheries  Shell  Fish  Regulation  Act,  1894  (57  tt  58  riff, 
r.  26)  they  are  given  extended  powers  of  making  bye-laws  for  the 
regulation,  protection,  and  development  of  fisheries  inter  alia  for 
crabs  and  lobsters.1 

Sects.  4  and  5  of  48  Geo.  III.  c.  110  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  the  Herring  Fishery  Commissioners,  and  the 
establishment  of  fishery  districts,  and  the  rules  to  be  observed 
by  fishermen  and  others  are  regulated  by  that  Act,  and  a  series 
of  statutes  amending  it  which  are  recited  in  the  preamble  to 
14  A  15  Vict  c.  26.3 


Ency.  Laws  of  England,  pp.  26,  27. 
2  These  Acts  arc  : — 48  Geo.  III.  c.  1 10 
51  Geo.  III.  c.  101  ;  62  Geo.  III.  c.  153 
54  Geo.  III.  c.  102 ;  55  Geo.  III.  c.  94 
1  Geo.  IV.  c.  103  ;  1  &  2  Geo.  IV.  c.  79 
5  Geo.  IV.  c.  64  ;  7  Geo.  IV.  c.  34  ;  1 
Will  IV.  c.  54  ;  6  &  7  Vict.  c.  79  ;  10  & 


11  Vict.  c.  91.  Some  of  these  Acts 
have  been  wholly  and  others  partially 
repealed,  and  14  &  15  Vict.  c.  26 
has  itself  been  partially  amended  by 
30  k  31  Vict.  c.  52,  s.  9.  31  &  32 
Vict.  c.  45,  s.  71,  and  by  the  Statute 
Law  Revision  Acts,  1875  and  1892. 
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By  the  Sainton  Fishery  Acts,  1861  to  1886,1  it  is  provided,  that  Salmon 
for  the  protection  of  salmon  fisheries  the  justices  of  a  county,  Flshery  Acts- 
at  any  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  may  apply  to  the  Board  of  conservancy 
Trade  to  form  into  a  fishery  district,  or  districts,  all  or  any  of  ^If te  and 
the  salmon  rivers  within  their  county.     Where  such  district  is 
formed,  a  board  of  conservators  may  be  appointed  by  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  for  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  Fishery 
Acts  within  their  jurisdiction.     Where  a  fishery   district  does 
not    lie  wholly  within    one    county,   a    fishery  committee    of 
three  members  from  each    county  are   to   appoint  a   board  of 
conservators.8 

When  the  justices  of  any  county  in  quarter  sessions  have 
applied  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to  form  into  a  fishery  district 
any  river  lying  wholly  or  partly  in  their  county,  the  Secretary 
of  State  has  jurisdiction  by  his  certificate  to  enlarge  the  limits  of 
the  district  to  any  extent,  in  the  same  and  the  neighbouring 
counties,  that  he  in  his  discretion  may  think  fit.3 

All  owners  or  occupiers  of  a  fishery  in  such  district,  which  is 
rated  to  the  poor  at  the  gross  rental  of  30!.  per  annum,  and  all 
owners  of  land  in  the  district  of  the  annual  value  of  1CKM., 
having  a  frontage  of  not  less  than  a  mile  on  any  salmon  river, 
are  to  be  ex  officio  members  of  the  board ; 4  and  in  districts  where 
there  are  any  public  fisheries,  additional  members  may  be  elected 
by  licensed  fishermen  fishing  in  the  public  waters.5 

A  fishery  district  may  be  altered,  by  including  or  excluding 
any  salmon  river  or  part  of  it,  by  certificate  from  the  Secretary 
of  State.6  The  word  "river  "  is  defined  as  including  "  such  portion 
"  of  any  stream  or  lake,  with  its  tributaries,  and  such  portion  of 
"  any  estuary,  sea,  or  sea  coast,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
"  declared  by  the  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  belong 
"  to  such  river." fl    Where  more  than  one  river  flows  into  an 


1  For  list  of  these  Acts,  see  ante, 
p.  377. 

1  Sect.  7.  These  provisions  as  to  the 
formation,  alteration,  &c,  of  fishery 
districts,  and  appointment,  &c,  of  con- 
servators now  apply  to  all  waters 
frequented  by  freshwater  fish  :  41  &  42 
Vict.  c.  38,  s.  6  ;  47  Vict.  c.  11,  s.  2. 

8  Reg.  v.  Grey,  L.  R.,  1  Q.  B.  469 ;  6 
B.  &  S.  65  ;  35  L.  J.,  M.  C.  198 ;  14 
L.  T.  477. 

'«  36  &  37  Vict.  c.  71,  ss.  26,  29. 

5  28  &  29  Vict.  c.  121,  s.  20.  As  to 
rejecting  a  vote  at  election  of  Fishery 
Commissioners  in  Ireland,  see  Beech  v. 

L.W. 


Lucas,  Ir.  R.,  11  C.  L.  517. 

6  Sects.  3,  5.  As  to  meaning  of 
"  tributary,"  see  Evans  v.  Owen,  (1895) 
1  Q.  B.  237  ;  64  L.  J.,  M.  C.  59  ;  72  L.  T. 
54,  where  a  brook  running  into  a  river 
which  ran  directly  into  the  Severn  was 
held  to  be  a  tributary  of  the  Severn 
within  the  meaning  of  the  certificate ; 
George  v.  Carpenter,  (1893)  1  Q.  B.  505  ; 
68  L.  T.  714,  where  the  Vyrawy  reservoir 
was  held  not  to  be  a  tributary  of  the 
Severn  :  Harbottle  v.  Terry,  10  Q.  B.  D. 
131  ;  52  L.  J.,  M.  C.  31  ;  48  L.  T.  219, 
where  the  Whittle  Burn  reservoirs  were 
held  to  be  tributaries  of  the  Tyne.    See 

25 
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estuary,  the  Secretary  of  State  may  define  the  limits  of  such 
estuary,  and  form  it  into  a  separate  district.1 

The  proceedings  of  the  boards  of  conservators  are  regulated 
by  sects.  21  to  26  of  28  <£•  29  Vict.  c.  101. 

The  boards  of  conservators  have  powers  within  their  districts 
to  appoint  water  bailiffs  (for  which  purpose  they  may  obtain  the 
services  of  additional  constables  under  8  dc  4  Vict.  c.  88,  s.  19, 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  water  bailiffs) ;  to  issue 
licences  for  fishing  with  rods  and  nets,  and  for  fishing  weirs, 
mill-dams,  &c. ;  to  purchase  compulsorily  or  otherwise,2  for 
removal  only,  dams,  fishing  weirs,  mill-dams,  and  fixed  engines ; 
to  take  proceedings  against  persons  violating  the  Acts ;  and 
generally  to  do  such  acts  as  they  may  deem  fit  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  fisheries  :  provided  that  nothing  be  done  which  may 
injuriously  affect  any  navigable  river,  canal,  or  inland  navigation.3 

Proprietors  of  fisheries  and  boards  of  conservators  can,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  attach  fish-passes,  to  be 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  every  dam  existing  at  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1861,  provided  no  injury  is  done  to  the 
milling  power,  or  to  the  supply  of  water  to  or  of  any  navigable 
river,  canal,  or  other  inland  navigation.  Compensation  for  damage 
done  to  a  dam  by  erecting  such  fish-pass  may  be  recovered  from 
the  person  or  body  of  persons  by  whom  it  is  erected.4 

"Where  new  weirs  or  dams  have  been  erected  since  the  passing 
of  the  Act,  or  old  ones  raised,  or  altered,  or  rebuilt  to  the  extent 
of  one  half  the  length  of  the  weir  or  dam,  or  where  any  obstruc- 
tion is  caused  to  the  passage  of  fish,  the  person  causing  the 
obstruction  shall  make  a  fish-pass  to  be  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Trade.5 

Further,  conservators  may  make  bye-laws 8  to  alter  the  limits 
of  the  annual  and  weekly  close  season  within  their  district ;  to 
determine  the  length,  size,  and  mesh  of  nets,  and  the  mode  of 
using  them;6  to  determine  the  form  and  rate  of  licences, and  the 


also  Merrick*  v.  Cadwalladtr,  51  L.  J. 
M.  C.  20  ;  Hall  v.  Rrtd,  10  Q.  B.  D. 
134,  n.  ;  48  L.  T.  221,  n. 

The  meaning  of  "  tributary  "  in  all  these 
cases  is  to  be  gathered  from  the  word- 
ing of  the  special  certificate  in  each 
case,  and  to  include  the  tributaries  of  a 
tributary  unless  the  wording  of  the 
certificates  excludes  such  a  construction 

1  28&29  Vict.  c.  121,  s.  49. 

2  36  &  37  Vict.  c.  71.8.49. 


8  28  &  29  Vict.  c.  121,  s.  27.  For  the 
Fishery  Bye-Laws  of  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy, see  post,  Appendix  II. 

4  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109,  s.  23. 

8  Ibid.  s.  25  ;  36  &  37  Vict.  c.  71,  s.  46. 

6  A  bye-law  making  it  unlawful  for 
any  person  to  use  any  net  whatever 
inside  the  bar  in  any  public  water  of 
a  fishery  district,  except  a  trawl  net, 
between  the  1st  December  and  the 
30th  April,  both  inclusive,  was   held 
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marks  attached  to  licensed  nets  or  boats  ;  to  prohibit  the  use 
of  nets  within  certain  distance  of  any  river,  not  being  a  several 
fishery,  and  to  determine  when  the  gaff  may  be  used ;  to  regulate 
the  gratings  to  be  placed  in  artificial  channels ;  to  regulate  the 
use  of  nets  for  fish  other  than  salmon,  prejudicial  to  salmon 
fishery,  during  the  annual  and  weekly  close  seasons ;  to  prohibit 
the  use  in  any  inland  water  of  any  net  except  a  landing-net,  or 
a  net  for  taking  eels,  between  the  first  hour  after  sunset  and  the 
last  hour  before  sunrise.  They  are  also  empowered  to  alter  the 
close  season  for  trout,1  and  char,2  in  their  district.  They  may 
impose  penalties  not  exceeding  51.  for  each  offence  against  the 
bye-laws;3  all  such  bye-laws  must  be  confirmed  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  before  coming  into  operation.4 

Any  water  bailiff  may  examine  any  weir,  fixed  engine  or  Powers  of 
obstruction,  or  any  artificial  watercourse  connected  with  a  water  baillffs- 
salmon  river  ;  stop  and  search 5  any  boat  which  he  has  reason- 
able cause  to  suspect  contains  salmon,  and  seize  any  fish  or 
fishing  instrument,  &c,  forfeited  under  the  Acts ;  search  and 
examine  any  nets  used  by  persons  whom  he  has  reasonable  cause 
to  suspect  of  having  possession  of  fish  illegally  caught,  and  seize 
the  fish.  All  persons  resisting  or  obstructing  such  search  to  be 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  51. ;  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  all 
water  bailiffs  to  have  the  powers  of  constables ;  and  the  pro- 
duction of  the  instrument  of  their  appointment  to  be  their 
warrant.6  A  water  bailiff  may,  moreover,  under  special  order  of 
the  Board,  enter  on  any  lands,  at  reasonable  times,  to  prevent 
breaches  of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Acts  ; 7  and  may,  together  with 
any  assistants,  apprehend  any  person  illegally  taking  salmon,  or 


to  be  ultra  rire*  and  invalid ;  as  the 
conservators  had  no  power  under  sub- 
sect.  11  of  sect.  39  of  the  Salmon 
Fishery  Act,  IS 73,  to  make  a  bye-law 
which  was  not  a  mere  regulation,  but 
an  absolute  prohibition  for  a  definite 
time,  of  the  use  of  nets  which  were 
found  as  a  fact  to  be  not  prejudicial  to 
the  salmon  fishery  :  Puller  v.  Berry,  59 
L.  T.  230  ;  53  J.  P.  6.  See  also  Wood  v. 
Venton,  54  J.  P.  662. 

1  39  &  40  Vict.  c.  19,  s.  4. 

2  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  39,  s.  10. 
8  36  &  37  Vict.  c.  71,  s.  49. 
*  Ibid.  sect.  41. 

5  As  to  right  of  search  under  the 
Tweed  Fishery  Act,  1857,  20  &  21  Vict, 
c.  148,  s.  37,  see  Jackson  v.  Sterenxon, 
24  Sess.  Gas.  (1x97). 

6  Ibid.  sect.  36.    A  water  bailiff  must 


produce  his  appointment  before  exer- 
cising the  authority  given  to  him  under 
the  Salmon  Fishery  Acts,  1861  to  1873, 
whether  such  production  be  demanded 
or  not  :  Pern/teott  or  Pamacott  v. 
Pimmore,  56  L.  J.,  M.  C.  99  ;  19  Q.  B.  1). 
75  ;  35  W.  R.  812  ;  51  J.  P.  821. 

C.,  a  water  bailiff,  went  to  search  the 
boat  of  J.,  and  told  him  that  he  (C.) 
had  his  warrant  of  apj>ointment  in  his 
hand,  and  offered  it  to  be  read,  but,  it 
being  dark,  J.  said  he  could  not  read  it. 

Held,  the  justices  were  wrong  in 
refusing  to  convict  J.  for  resisting  C.  on 
the  ground  that  C.  had  not  produced 
his  appointment  pursuant  to  36  &  37 
Vict.  c.  71.  s.  36  :  Coxcler  v.  Jones,  54 
J.  P.  660. 

'  Ibid.  sect.  37. 
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Inspectors 
and  commis- 
sioners. 


found  near  a  salmon  river  with  the  intent  to  take  salmon,  between 
the  first  hoar  after  sunset  and  the  last  hoar  before  sunrise.1 

A  justice  may  further,  on  information  on  oath  that  there  is 
probable  cause  to  suspect  any  breach  of  the  Acts  on  any  premises, 
by  warrant,  empower  any  inspector,  water  bailiff,  conservator, 
constable,  or  police  officer,  to  enter  such  premises,  and  seize  any 
illegal  engines  or  salmon  illegally  taken.  No  such  warrant  is  to 
continue  in  force  for  more  than  one  week.3 

For  the  further  protection  of  fish  it  is  enacted,  that  where 
salmon  are  led  aside  out  of  a  stream  into  any  artificial  channel 
for  supplying  towns  with  water,  or  for  supplying  a  navigable 
canal,  the  persons  having  the  control  of  such  artificial  channel, 
must  put  up  and  maintain  gratings,  to  prevent  the  descent  of 
salmon  or  young  salmon,  as  approved  by  one  of  the  inspectors  of 
fisheries.3  A  board  of  conservators  may,  moreover,  order  a 
grating  to  be  placed  at  the  expense  of  the  board,  in  any  water- 
course, mill-race,  or  leat,  during  such  seasons  of  the  year  as 
may  be  prescribed,4  and  may  widen  any  channel  so  as  to 
compensate  for  any  diminution  of  any  flow  of  water  caused  by 
the  erection  of  the  gratings ; 5  and  may  also,  with  consent  of 
Secretary  of  State,  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  approve, 
for  preventing  ingress  of  salmon  into  streams  unfitted  for 
spawning,6  the  owners  of  lands  to  preserve  such  gratings  from 
injury.7 

The  general  superintendence  of  the  salmon  fisheries  in  England 
is  vested  in  the  Board  of  Trade,8  which  may  appoint  two 
inspectors  of  fisheries  for  three  years.  The  inspectors  are  to 
make  annual  reports,9  containing  a  statistical  account  of  all  the 
salmon,  freshwater,  or  sea  fisheries  as  far  as  practicable,  over 
which  the  Board  of  Trade  have  jurisdiction  and  control.10  Com- 
missioners may  be  appointed  by  his  Majesty  to  inquire  into  the 
legality  of  any  fixed  engines,  and  to  abate  and  remove  all  such  as 
are  not  proved  to  their  satisfaction  to  be  privileged,  and  to  inquire 
into  the  legality  of  fishing  weirs  and  fishing  mill-dams,  and  to 
remove  such  fishing  weirs,  and  cause  to  be  incapable  of  catching 
fish  such  fishing  mill-dams,  as  are  in  contravention  of  the  Act.11 


1  Ibid.  sect.  38.  The  powers  of  water 
bailiffs  are  now  extended  to  all  waters 
containing  "  freshwater  fish  :  "  47  &  -48 
Vict.  c  11,  s.  3. 

2  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109,  s.  34. 
8  Ibid.  sect.  13. 

«  36  &  37  Vict.  c.  71,  s.  58. 


s  Ibid.  sect.  69. 

6  Ibid.  sect.  60. 

7  Ibid.  sect.  61. 

8  49  &  50  Vict.  c.  39,  s.  3. 

9  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109,  ss.  31,  32. 

10  49  &  50  Vict.  c.  39.  s.  6. 

u  28  &  29  Vict.  c.  121 ,  ss.  40, 42, 46, 55. 
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Certificates  are   to  be   given   stating  the  situation,   size,   and 
description  of  engines  proved  to  be  privileged.1 

Notice  is  to  be  given  in  some  daily  London  paper,  and  in  some 
paper  circulating  in  the  district,  of  the  place  where  and  time 
when  the  commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  hold  a  Court  for 
determining  the  legality  of  fishing  weirs,  dams,  and  fixed  engines 
in  such  district.3  An  appeal  lies  from  the  decision  of  commis- 
sioners, by  special  case,  to  any  of  the  superior  Courts  of 
Westminster.8 


By  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act,  1878,  which  is  to  be  read  The  Fresh- 
as  one  with  the  Salmon  Fishery  Acts,  1861  to  1876,  the  pro-  FteheriesAct, 
visions  of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Acts,  1865  and  1878,  which  relate  1878. 
to  the  formation  and  regulation  of  conservancy  districts,  and 
the  appointment  and  powers  of  conservators,  are  extended  to  all 
waters  in  England  and  Wales,  except  to  the  counties  of  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk,4  and  the  city  of  Norwich,  frequented  by  trout  and 
char;  and  the  term  "salmon  river"  in  the  4th  and  19th  sections  of 
the  Act  of  1865,  and  in  sect.  26  of  the  Act  of  1878,  are  to  mean 
any  river  frequented  by  salmon,  trout,  and  char.5  In  any  district 
subject  to  a  board  of  conservators,  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  1865 
and  1878,  relative  to  licences,  are  to  be  construed  as  if  the  words 
"  trout  and  char  "  were  inserted  after  the  word  "  salmon'';6  close 
seasons  are  instituted  for  trout,  char,  and  freshwater  fish,  and 
the  powers  of  water  bailiffs  under  those  Acts  are  to  extend  to  all 
waters  within  the  limits  of  the  Act,  as  if  the  words  "  salmon  rivers," 
wherever  they  occur,  included  all  waters  frequented  by  salmon, 
trout,  and  char.7  The  provision  of  sect.  84  of  the  Act  of  1861, 
as  to  search  warrants,  is  to  extend  to  all  offences  within  the  Act. 

By  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act   (1884),8   fishery   districts 


1  Ibid.  sect.  41.  The  powers  of  appoint- 
ing   inspectors   and    commissioners   is 
renewed  every  year  by  the   Expiring 
Laws  Continuance  Acts. 
*    2  Ibid.  sect.  43. 
,  -  s  Ibid.  sect.  45. 

4  Extended  to  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
by  47  Vict.  c.  11.  s.  8. 

6  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  39,  s.  6. 

6  Ibid.  sect.  7. 

7  Ibid.  sect.  8.  Sect.  3  of  47  Vict.  c.  11 
is  as  follows  :  "  In  substitution  for  sec- 
11  tion  eight  of  the  Freshwater  Fisheries 
"  Act.  1878,  which  shall  be  repealed,  it  is 
14  hereby  enacted  that  section  thirty -one 
"of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1865,  and 
"  sections  thirty-six,  thirty -seven,  and 


"  thirty-eight  of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act, 
44 1873  (which  sections  relate  to  the 
44  powers  of  water  bailiffs),  shall  extend 
41  to  all  waters  within  the  limits  of  this 
44  Act  in  like  manner  as  if  those  sections 
44  were  re-enacted  in  this  Act,  with  the 
r 44 substitution  of  4 freshwater  fish'  for 
444  salmon,'  and  of  4  waters  frequented 
44  4  by  freshwater  fish '  for 4  salmon  river,' 
44  and  with  a  reference  to  the  Freshwater 
44  Fisheries  Act,  1878,  and  this  Act,  in 
44  substitution  for  the  reference  to  the 
44  Salmon  Fishery  Acts,  1861  to  1878,  or 
44  any  of  them." 

8  47  Vict.  c.  11.  The  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Acts,  1878  and  1884,  apply  to 
Ireland  and  Scotland. 


390 


OF   FISHERY. 


Proceedings. 


may  be  formed  and  conservators  appointed  for  water  frequented 
by  any  freshwater  fish  and  sect.  6  of  the  Freshwater  Fisheries 
Act,  1878,  is  to  apply  as  if  "freshwater  fish"  were  therein 
substituted  for  "  trout  and  char"  and  " salmon  trout  and  char," 
and  sects.  27  and  31  of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1865,  and  sects. 
86 — 88  of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1878,  as  to  the  powers  of  water 
bailiffs  are  to  apply  as  if "  freshwater  fish  "  were  therein  substituted 
for  "salmon,"  and  "water  frequented  by  freshwater  fish"  for 
"  salmon  river,"  and  any  conservators  appointed  are  to  have  all 
the  powers  of  conservators  under  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1876.1 
Conservators  may  make  bye-laws  as  to  the  mesh,  length,  size,  and 
description  of  nets  and  for  prohibiting  any  mode  of  or  instru- 
ment for  catching  freshwater  fish,  except  fixed  nets  for  eels  and 
landing-nets.  Bye-laws  may  be  made  and  penalties  imposed  as 
under  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1878.2 

The  Act  is  to  be  construed  as  one  with  the  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Act,  1878,  and  "  Freshwater  fish  "  is  defined  as  "any 
"  fish  living  permanently  or  temporarily  in  fresh  water,  exclusive 
"  of  salmon." 8 

Proceedings  against  a  person  contravening  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fishery  Acts,  1861  to 
1892,  may  be  instituted  before  a  Court  of  summary  jurisdiction 
in  any  place  in  which  the  salmon,  trout  or  char,  in  respect  whereof 
the  proceedings  are  taken,  may  be  found,  and  any  salmon,  trout, 
or  char  which  may  be  forfeited  upon  the  conviction  of  an  offender 
shall  be  disposed  of  as  the  Court  directs.4 

Legal  proceedings  for  offences  under  the  Acts  may  be  taken  :^ 
by  any  member  of  the  public  (54  d-  55   Viet.  c.  87,  *.  18) ;  by 


1  Sects.  2,  3. 

*  Sect.  1. 

8  Sect.  6.  *•  The  substance  of  the 
"  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts,  1878, 1884, 
"  and  188f»  (41  &  42  Vict.  c.  39,  47  &  48 
"Vict.  c.  11,  and  49  &  50  Vict.  c.  2J, 
"which  extend  to  the  whole  of  England, 
'•  is  that  arrangements  for  the  protection 
"and  management  of  freshwater  fish 
"  are  made  similar  to  those  relating  to 
*'  salmon  ;  and  a  close  time  is  instituted 
"  for  aU  freshwater  fish,  during  which 
"  time  they  may  not  be  bought  or  sold 
"  or  killed,  with  an  exception  in  this  last 
11  case  of  so  doing  by  the  owner  of  a 
"several  or  private  fishery,  or  by  his 
"  permission  in  his  private  fishery,  or 
"  by  leave  of  a  board  of  conservators  in 
"a  public  fishery,  or  by  a  person  so 
"  doing  for  scientific  purposes,  or  if  they 


"  arc  taken  for  bait,  under  penalty  of 
"  not  more  than  2/.  fine  on  first  con- 
41  viction,  bl.  on  second  or  any  subsequent 
"conviction,  and  forfeiture  of  fish  so 
"  caught,  bought,  or  sold,  and  in  the 
"discretion  of  the  justices,  forfeiture  of 
"  the  instruments  used  in  taking  them 
"(1878  Act,  s.  11)  ;  the  use  of  poison  or 
"  noxious  substances  for  the  destruction 
"of  fish  is  prohibited  (1884  Act,  s.  7)  ; 
"the  Acts  are  applied  to  Norfolk  and 
"  Suffolk  (1884  Act.  s.  8)  :  and  generally 
"  the  provisions  of  the  Salmon  Fisheries 
"  Acts  as  to  legal  proceedings,  offences, 
"  and  penalties  apply  to  those  under 
"  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act  of  1878  " 
(Encyclopaedia  of  Laws  of  England, 
p.  365). 
4  53  k  56  Vict.  c.  50,  s.  4. 
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boards  of  conservators  (24  dc  25  Vict.  ct.  109,  s.  27) ;  or  water 
bailiffs  (54  dt  55  Vict  c.  87,  8.  13). l  A  conservator  who  has 
voted  for  a  prosecution  may  not  sit  as  a  justice  to  determine  it 
(28  dc  29  Vict.  c.  121,  8.  65).2  The  proceedings  may  be  instituted : 
wherever  the  salmon,  trout,  or  char  are  found  to  which  such 
proceedings  relate  (55  dc  56  Vict.  c.  50,  8.  6) ;  on  either  side  of  a 
river  bounding  two  counties  (24  dc  25  Vict.  c.  109,  8.  36 ;  42  <k  48 
Vict.  c.  49,  8.  46) ;  and  where  the  offence  is  on  the  sea,  in  the 
adjoining  county  (24  dc  25  Vict.  c.  109,  8.  87;  42  dc  43  Vict, 
c.  49,  8.  46;  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  1878).  Warrants  may 
be  issued  by  justices  to  search  places  in  which  offences  are 
suspected  to  have  been  committed  (21  dc  25  Vict.  c.  109,  8.  84 ; 
28  dc  29  Vict.  c.  121,  8.  31).  Increased  penalties  are  incurred 
by  persons  twice  convicted  of  certain  offences  under  the  Acts 
(28  dc  29  Vict.  c.  121,  88.  56,  59),  which  involve  a  right  in  the 
accused  to  elect  for  trial  by  jury  (42  dc  48  Vict  c.  49,  8.  17 ; 
Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  1878).  Penalties  imposed  by  the 
Acts  are  recoverable  before  a  Court  of  summary  jurisdiction, 
subject  to  an  appeal  to  quarter  sessions  (28  dc  29  Vict  c.  121, 
8,  66)  .3  The  procedure  on  appeal  is  regulated  by  the  Summary 
Jurisdiction  Acts,  1879  (s.  81)  and  1884.  The  parties  may 
proceed  by  special  case  in  lieu  of  appeal.4 

On  the  high  seas,  as  has  been  said,  fish  of  all  kinds  may  be  statutory 
taken,  at  all  seasons,  and  by  all  means.5  tothe'Slan 

The  fishery  for  all  kinds  of  fish  in  the  territorial  waters  of  the  during  which 
realm  below  low  water  mark,  was,  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Uah  fish! 
Sea  Fisheries  Eegulation  Act,  1888,6  free  from  legal  restrictions  High  seas, 
as  to  season,  with  the  exception  of  the  coast  of  Cornwall  east  of  Territorial 
Trevose  Head,  where  the  use  of  drift  or  trawl  nets  is  prohibited  wa  era* 
within   two  miles  of  low  water  mark,  from  sunrise  to  sunset, 
between  July  25th  and  November  25th ;   it  being  also  illegal 
during  that  season  for  any  boat  not  engaged  in  seine  fishing,  to 
anchor  or  use  any  implement,  except  for  the  purpose  of  seine 
fishing,  within  half  a  mile  of  any  sea  boat  engaged  in  seine 
fishing. 

1  Pollock  v.  Mote*,  63  L.  J.,  M.  C.  116  ;  4  Garnctt  v.  JBaMoute,  L.  R.,  8  Q.  15. 
70  L.  T.  378  (Anderson  v.  Hamlin,  699.  See  Encyel.  Laws  of  England, 
28  Q.  B.  D.  221 ;   59  L.  J.,  M.  C.  151 ;       p.  364. 

63  L.  T.  168,  over- ruled) ;  Williams  v.  6  As  to  this,  see  article  10  of   the 

Iflackwall,  32  L.  J.,  Ex.  174  ;  8  L.  T.  convention  attached  to  81  &  32  Vict. 

252.  c.  45. 

2  M.  v.  Henley,  (1892)  1  Q.  B.  504.  •  51  &  52  Vict.  c.  54. 
8  51  &  52  Vict.  c.  54. 
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Now,  by  sect.  7  of  the  Fisheries  Act  of  1891,  the  powers  of 
local  committees  under  the  Act  of  1888  are  extended  to  the  making 
of  bye-laws  with  respect  to  a  close  time  for  fish  in  sea  fishery 
districts  in  any  part  of  the  sea  within  which  British  subjects 
have  by  international  law  the  exclusive  right  of  fishery,1  either 
with  or  without  any  parts  of  the  adjoining  coast  of  England  and 
Wales,  and  by  the  Shell  Fish  Regulation  Act,  1894  (57  dt  58  Vict. 
c  26),  these  powers  are  extended  to  the  making  of  bye-laws  for 
the  regulation,  protection  and  the  development  of  shell  fish. 

By  sect.  1 2  (1)  the  bye-laws  may  provide  for : — 

(a)  fixing  the  sizes  and  condition  at  which  shell  fish  may  not 

be  removed  from  a  fishery  and  the  mode  of  determining 
such  sizes ; 

(b)  the  obligation  to  re-deposit  in  specified  localities  any  shell 

fish  the  removal  or  possession  of  which  is  prohibited  by 
or  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  Parliament ; 

(c)  the  protection  of  shell  fish  laid  down  for  breeding  purposes; 

(d)  the  protection  of  culch  and  other  material  for  the  reception 

of  spat,  that  is  to  say,  of  spawn  or  young  of  any  kinds  of 
shell  fish ;  and 

(e)  the  obligation  to  re-deposit  such  culch  and  other  material 

in  specified  localities. 

Sect.  1  (2)  empowers  local  fishery  committees  to  stock  or 
re-stock  any  public  fishery  for  shell  fish,  and  for  that  purpose  to 
incur  such  expenses  as  may  be  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

"  Shell  fish"  is  defined  by  sect.  1  (8)  to  include  "all  kinds 
of  molluscs  and  crustaceans." 
Oysters.  By  a  convention  between  the  British  and  French  Govern- 

ments incorporated  into  the  Sea  Fisheries  Act,  1868,  fishing  for 
oj'sters  in  the  Channel  beyond  three  miles  from  the  coasts  of 
England  and  France,  within  a  line  drawn  from  North  Foreland 
to  Dunkirk,  and  a  line  drawn  from  the  Land's  End  to  Ushant, 
is  prohibited  from  June  16th  to  August  81st ;  and  during  that 
time  in  the  same  part  of  the  Channel,  no  boat  may  have  on 
board  any  oyster  dredge,  unless  the  same  be  sealed  up  by  the 
customs  authorities,  so  as  to  prevent  it  being  made  use  of.  This 
convention  is  not  yet  in  force 3  and  would  appear  to  be  binding 
only  on  the  subjects  of  England  and  France,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
the  sea  beyond  the  limits  of  the  territorial  waters  of  either  country. 

1  As  to  these  limits  see  tuite,  pp.  8, 12.  3  Ante,  p.  380. 

2  57  &  58  Vict.  c.  26. 
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By  the  Fisheries  (Oyster,  Crab  and  Lobster)  Act,  1877,1  the 
Fisheries  Act,  1891,3  and  the  Sea  Fisheries  (Shell  Fish)  Regulation 
Act,  1894,s  penalties  are  imposed  for  the  sale,  exposure,  consign- 
ment or  buying  for  sale  of  any  "deep  sea  oysters"  between 
June  15th  in  any  year  and  August  4th  following,  or  of  any  other 
description  of  oysters  between  May  14th  and  August  4th  following, 
provided  that  a  person  shall  not  be  guilty  of  an  offence  if  he 
satisfies  the  Court  that  the  oysters  were  taken  within  the  waters 
of  some  foreign  state.4  Powers  are  given  to  local  committees  to 
make  bye-laws  for  the  regulation,  protection  and  development  of 
the  fisheries,  and  the  taking  of  undersized  shell  fish  is  prohibited.6 

By  sect.  19  of  81  dt  82  Vict  c.  45,  all  restrictions  whatever  in  Other  sea  fish. 
England  on  the  sale  of  sea  fish  (except  salmon),  which  is  not 
diseased,  unsound,  unwholesome,  or  unfit  for  the  food  of  man, 
were  abolished. 

The  restrictions  on  the  sale  of  salmon  during  the  close  season,  Salmon, 
do  not  apply  to  fish  caught  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Salmon 
Fishery  Acts;  and  it  seems  somewhat  doubtful  whether  the 
territorial  waters  within  three  miles  of  low  water  mark  would  be, 
according  to  the  judgment  in  Reg.  v.  Keyn*  so  within  the  limits 
of  the  Act,  as  to  make  the  possession  of  salmon  caught  out  of 
season,  within  three  miles  of  shore,  illegal. 

No  salmon 7  may  be  taken  in  any  river  (the  term  "  river  "  includ-  Inland  waters, 
ing  such  portion  of  any  stream  or  lake  with  its  tributaries,  and  Salmon, 
such  portion  of  any  estuary,  sea,  or  sea  coast  as  may  be  declared 
by  the  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  belong  to  such 
river)8  between  1st  September  and  1st  February,  or  by  putts 
and  putchers  between  1st  September  and  1st  May  in  the  ensuing 
year,9  both  inclusive,  under  heavy  penalties.10    If  the  river  is  in 

1  40  &  41  Vict.  c.  42.  25  Vict.  c.  109,  s.  4. 

2  54  &  55  Vict.  c.  37.  8  28  &  29  Vict,  c.  121,  s.  3. 

3  57  &  58  Vict.  c.  26.  9  42  &  43  Vict.  c.  28. 

4  This  Act  does  not  apply  to  foreign  10  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109,  s.  17.  The 
oysters,  even  if  stored  in  English  waters  time  within  which  penalties  may  be 
till  wanted  for  sale  :  Robertson  v.  John-  recovered  in  a  summary  manner  under 
son,  (1893)  1  Q.  B.  129.  sect.  62  of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1873, 

5  The  offence  of  removing  undersized  is  to  be  calculated  in  accordance  with 
shell  fish  from  a  fishery,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  sect.  1  of  the  Summary 
bye-laws  framed  under  the  Sea  Fisheries  Jurisdiction  Act,  1848.  It  is  therefore 
(Shell  Fish)  Regulation  Act,  1894,  is  unnecessary  that  a  conviction  and 
complete  whenever  6uch  shell  fish  have  recovery  of  a  penalty  should  take  place 
been  taken  up  from  any  part  of  the  within  six  months  from  the  actual  date 
fishery  with  the  intention  of  eventually  of  the  offence,  so  long  as  an  informa- 
carrying  them  away  :  Thomson  v.  tion  has  been  laid  within  six  months : 
Burns,  66  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  176  ;  76  L.  T.  58  ;  Morris  v.  Duncan,  68  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  69  ; 
18  Cox,  C.  C.  491  ;  61  J.  P.  84  (1896).  (1899)   1   Q.   B.   6  ;   79  L.  T.  379  ;  47 

6  2  Ex.  Div.  68  ;  46  L.  J.,  M.  C.  17.  W.  B.  96  ;  62  J.  P.  823— D. 

7  For  definition  of  "salmon,"  see  24  & 
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Trout,  &c. 


a  fishery  district  the  board  of  conservators  have  powers  to  vary 
the  close  time.1  Fishing  for  salmon  with  rod  and  line  only  may 
be  lawfully  carried  on  until  the  1st  November  inclusive.2  No 
person  may  take  salmon  except  with  rod  and  line  during  the 
weekly  close  season — i.e.,  from  noon  on  Saturday  till  six  on  the 
following  Monday  morning.3  This  time  may  be  varied  by  the 
conservators  of  each  district.1 

No  person  may,  during  the  weekly  close  season,  place  any 
obstruction  or  do  any  act  for  the  purpose  of  deterring  salmon 
from  passing  up  a  river.4 

Any  person  acting  in  contravention  of  these  provisions  is 
liable  to  forfeit  all  fish  taken  by  him,  and  any  net  or  movable 
instrument  used  by  him  in  taking  the  same,  and  further  to  a 
penalty  of  5/.,  and  11.  for  every  fish  so  taken.  A  net  so  used  for 
the  purposes  of  taking  salmon  has  been  held  to  be  forfeited, 
although  the  defendant  who  used  it  caught  nothing.5 

No  person,  whether  the  owner  of  a  fishery  or  not,  may  take, 
buy,  or  sell  or  possess  unclean  or  unseasonable  salmon,  unless 
such  fish  be  taken  accidentally  or  for  scientific  purposes;6  or 
take,  destroy,  buy,  sell,  or  possess,  obstruct,  or  injure  the 
young  of  salmon,7  or  disturb  a  spawning  bed.8  All  fixed 
engines  must  be  removed  during  the  annual  close  time  within 
thirty-six  hours  of  its  commencement ; 9  and  during  the  weeldy 
close  season  a  free  passage  must  be  left  through  cribs,  boxes, 
and  cruives.10 

No  trout  or  char  may  be  taken  in  any  river  between  October  1st 
and  February  1st,  both  inclusive,  under  a  penalty  of  21.  for  each 


*  36&37  Vict.  c.  71,  s.  39. 

2  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109,  8.  17. 

s  Ibid.  sect.  21. 

«  36  &  37  Vict.  c.  71,  s.  16.  A  pro- 
prietor of  salmon  fishings  in  an  estuary 
opposite  his  estate,  restored  the  fore- 
shore by  an  embankment  sixteen  inches 
higher  than  the  original,  which  had 
been  swept  away  by  the  tide,  and  this 
he  did  for  the  legit imat^pur pose  of 
confining  the  river  to  its  proper  channel, 
and  to  protect  his  shore,  and  not  as  a 
device  to  obstruct  or  catch  fish.  The 
effect  of  thus  raising  the  embankment 
was  not  to  prevent  or  substantially 
impede  the  passage  of  salmon,  although 
it  did  to  some  extent  delay  them  and 
alter  the  course  which  they  would  take 
in  ascending  the  estuary,  and  so 
facilitated  their  capture  by  the  pro- 
prietor :    Meld,  that   the   raising    the 


embankment  was  not  an  illegal  obstruc- 
tion within  the  meaning  of  the  Salmon 
Fishery  Acts  :  Sutherland  {Duke  o/y 
v.  Boss.  3  App.  Cas.  736. 

6  Rviher  v.  Harris,  1  Ex.  Div.  97. 

«  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109,  s.  14. 

«  A.,  with  a  rod  and  line,  caught  a 
number  of  samlets  (the  young  of  salmon) 
whilst  he  was  fishing  for  trout,  not 
knowing  the  difference,  and  having  no- 
intention  of  taking  or  having  in  his 
possession  samlets  or  the  young  of 
salmon,  or  the  young  of  the  salmon 
species  :  Held,  that  he  had  com- 
mitted no  offence  under  the  statute : 
Hojiton  v.  Thirlwall,  9  L.  T.  327; 
12  W.  R.  72. 

8  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109,  ss.  15,  16. 

9  Ibid,  sect.  20. 

10  Ibid.  sect.  22. 
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offence,  and  forfeiture  of  all  fish  taken.1  A  board  of  conservators 
has  power,  however,  to  vary  the  close  time  in  its  particular 
district.2 

No  person    between    January   1st  and    June   24th   may  fix  Eels,  &c.  in 
in  any  salmon  river — i.e.,  in  a  river  frequented   by  salmon  sai™0111™^. 
or  the  young  of  salmon — any  basket,  net,  trap,  or  device  for 
taking  eels  or  the  fry  of  eels,  or  place  in  any  inland  water 
any  device  whatsoever  to  catch  or  obstruct  any  fish  descending  Fish  descend- 

the  Stream.8    %  ing  stream. 

No  person  "shall  place  at  any  time  upon  the  apron  of  any  Lampems. 
weir  any  basket,  trap,  or  device  for  taking  fish,  except  wheels 
or   leaps   for    taking  lamperns,   between   the   1st  August  and 
1st  of  March.8 

No  person  may,  between  March  15th  and  June  15th,  both  Freshwater 


fish  other 


inclusive,  fish  for,  catch,  or  attempt  to  catch  any  fresh  water  fish  {^  trout 


OP 


i.e.,  any  fish  other  than  pollen,  trout,  and  char,  which  live  in  char, 
fresh  water,  and  do  not  migrate  to  the  open  sea.4 

Nothing  in  this  section  is  to  apply — (a)  To  the  owner  of  any 
several  or  private  fishery  where  trout,  char,  or  grayling  are 
specially  preserved,  destroying  within  such  fishery  any  fresh- 
water fish  other  than  grayling;  (b)  To  any  person  angling  in 
any  several  fishery  with  leave  of  the  owner,  or  in  any  public 
fishery  under  a  board  of  conservators,  with  leave  of  the  said 
board ;  (c)  To  any  person  taking  fish  for  a  scientific  purpose, 
(d)  or  for  bait,  in  any  several  fishery  with  the  leave  of  the 
owner  of  such  fishery,  or  in  any  public  fishery  except  where 
such  taking  in  a  public  fishery  is  prohibited  by  a  bye-law  of 
any  conservators.6 

A  board  of  conservators,  under  the  Acts  of  1861  and  1876, 
may,  however,  as  regards  any  or  all  kinds  of  freshwater  fish, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  exempt  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  their  district  from  the  operation  of  the  foregoing 
provisions  of  the  section.6 

No  person  may  buy,  sell,  or  expose  to  sale,  or  have  in  his  selling 
possession  for  sale,  any  salmon,  or  part  of  any  salmon,  between  salmon,  trout, 

or  char  in 

the  3rd  September  and  1st  of  February  following,  both  inclusive,7  close  season. 
or   any   trout   or   char   between   2nd   October  and   the   1st  of 

1  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  39,  s.  5  ;  28  &  29  *  47  Vict.  c.  11,  s.  5. 
Vict.  c.  121,  s.  64.  «  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  39,  s.  11. 

2  39  &  40  Vict.  c.  19.  7  36  &  37  Vict.  c.  71,  s.  19  ;  24  &  2.*i 
8  36  &  37  Vict.  c.  71,  s.  15.                          Vict.  c.  109,  s.  21. 

4  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  39,s.  11  (2). 
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February  following,  both  inclusive,1  or  any  freshwater  fish 
other  than  pollen,  trout,  and  char,  between  15th  March  and 
15th  June,  both  inclusive.2  This  does  not  apply  to  salmon 
cured  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  Kingdom  between  February  1st  and 
November  3rd,  or  to  any  clean  fresh  salmon  caught  within  the 
limits  of  the  Act,  provided  its  capture  by  any  net,  instrument, 
or  device  other  than  a  rod  and  line  was  lawful  at  the  time  and 
in  the  place  where  it  was  caught ;  or  to  any  clean  fresh  salmon 
caught  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Act,  provided  its  capture  by  any 
net,  instrument,  or  device  other  than  a  rod  and  line,  if  within 
the  United  Kingdom,3  was  lawful  at  the  time  and  place  where 
it  was  caught.  The  burden  of  proof  in  all  cases  to  be  on  the 
person  selling. 

No  person  shall  between  the  3rd  September  and  the  1st 
February,  both  inclusive,  consign  or  send  by  any  common  or 
other  carrier  any  salmon,  trout,  or  char  unless  the  package  con- 
taining it  shall  be  conspicuously  marked  by  painting  or  branding 
the  word  "  salmon,"  "  trout,"  or  "  char,"  respectively,  on  the 
outside ;  and  customs  officers,  officers  of  conservancy  boards,  and 
officers  of  market  authorities,  acting  within  their  respective  areas, 
and  also  officers  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  and  by  the 
Fishmongers'  Company  may  open  suspected  packages,  and  detain 
them  when  necessary.  Persons  offending  against  this  section 
are  made  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  51.,  and  any  unmarked 
package  is  forfeitable  on  the  conviction  of  the  offender.4 
Taking  un-  No  person  may  wilfully  take,  kill,  or  injure,  or  attempt  to 

sSm<mbtrout    *a^e'  or  ^uy  or  se^»  or  ^ave  *n  ^is  possession,  any  unclean 
and  char.         or  unseasonable  salmon,  trout,  or  char.6 

statutory  There  appear  to  be  now  no  general 6  legal  restrictions  on  the 

to^the'mams  means  oi  catching  6ea  fish,  except  salmon,  in  the  sea  or  inland 

by  which  it  is  waters.     The  various  statutes  regulating  the  kinds  of  nets  to  be 

catch  fish.  used,  and  the  size  ofjnesh  allowable,  have  been  repealed  by  the 

1  36&37  Vict.  c.  71,  s.  20.  148;53L.T.  816;  50  J.  P.  180— D. 

*  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  39,  s.  11  (4).    The  3  See  ante,  p.  393. 

exposure  of  eels  for  sale  during    the  4  55  &  56  Vict.  c.  50,  s.  3. 

close  season,  as  limited  by  41  &  42  Vict.  *  24  k  25  Vict.  c.  109,  s.  14  ;  36  &  37 

c.  39,  s.  11,  sub-s.  2,  was  held  to  be  an  Vict.  c.  71,  s.  18.     As  to  measuring  of 

offence  under  sub-sect.  4  of  that  section,  unseasonable  salmon,  trout,  char,  &c, 

although  they  were  caught  in  a  part  of  see  Oke's  Fishery  Laws,  2nd  ed.  p.  41  ; 

the  United  Kingdom  (Ireland)  to  which  Bund's  Law  of  Salmon  Fisheries,  p.  336. 

the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act,  1878,  does  6  As  to  regulation  of  pilchard  fisheries 

not  apply  :  Bradley  v.  Price  or  Price  v.  in  the  Bay  of  St.  Ives,  Cornwall,  see 

Bradley,  55  L.  J.,  M.  C.  53  ;  16  Q.  B.  D.  4  &  5  Vict.  c.  57. 
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Sea  Fisheiies  Act,  1868,1  so  far  as  relates  to  England  ; 2  and  the  Sea  fish  other 

Freshwater  Fisheries   Act   expressly    excludes    all    fish   which  than  8almon- 

migrate  to  the  sea.8    In  fishery  districts  under  51  tC-  52  Vict. 

c.  54,  and  55  Vict.  c.  7,  and  57  &  58  Vict  c.  26,  powers  are  given 

to  local  committees  to  make  bye-laws  for  regulating  fisheries.4 

The  only  exception  to  this  freedom  of  fishery  is  that  contained 

in  the  Fisheries  (Dynamite)  Act,  1877,6  which  prohibits  the  use 

of  dynamite  or  other  explosive  substance  for  the  catching  or 

destruction  of  fish  in  any  public  fishery,  and  defines  a  public 

fishery  as  including  the   sea  within   a  marine  league  of  the 

coast.6 

By  the  Sea  Fisheries  Act,  1868,  it  is  made  unlawful  for  any  Oysters, 
person,  other  than  the  owner  or  grantee  of  an  oyster  bed,  or  their 
servants,  to  fish  there  with  any  implement  except  a  line  and 
hook,  adapted  solely  for  catching  floating  fish,  or  so  used  as  to 
disturb  the  oyster  bed,  or  to  dredge  for  or  deposit  ballast,  or  to 
place  any  instrument  prejudicial  to  the  oyster  bed,  except  for  a 
lawful  purpose  of  navigation  or  anchorage,  or  to  disturb  in  any 
other  way  such  oyster  bed,  under  penalties ;  such  person  being 
at  the  same  time  liable  to  make  compensation  for  all  damage 
done,  provided  only  that  the  oyster  bed  be  properly  marked  out 
and  known.7 

With  regard  to  salmon,  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Salmon  Salmon. 
Fisheries  Acts,  1861 — 1886,  appear  only  to  apply  to  inland  and 
tidal  waters,  as  defined  by  the  24  d-  25  Vict.  c.  109,  s.  4,  including 
estuaries,  and  the  sea  shore  to  low  water  mark.  By  41  &  42 
Vict.  c.  89,  the  provisions  of  the  Fisheries  (Dynamite)  Act  are 
extended  to  all  private  fisheries,  and  no  person,  even  the  owner, 
may  use  dynamite,  or  any  other  explosive  substance  to  kill  fish 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  No  person  may  put  any  lime  or  other 
noxious  material  into  any  water  frequented  by  freshwater  fish 
with  intent  to  destroy  fish,8  or  cause,  or  knowingly  permit  to 
flow  or  be  put  into  any  waters  containing  salmon,  or  into  any 


*  31  &  32  Vict.  c.  45. 

8  As  to  Scotland,  see  Paterson's 
Fishery  Laws,  p.  165.  As  to  Ireland, 
see  Paterson's  Fishery  Laws,  p.  247. 

8  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  39. 

4  See  a?ite,  p.  383.  An  otter  trawl, 
which  has  no  beam,  but  which  is  used 
in  fishing  for  sea  fish  as  a  trawl  with  a 
beam,  is  within  Bye-law  1  of  theNorth- 
Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  District  Bye- 
laws,  1894,  which  prohibits  the  use  of 


any  trawl  or  trawl  net,  or  any  net 
having  a  beam,  and  its  use  is  contrary 
to  that  by^-law  :  Ccdbeck  v.  Ash  field, 
67  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  333  ;  46  W.  R.  302  ;  62 
J.  P.  214— D. 

*  40  &  41  Vict.  c.  65. 

8  Ibid.  sect.  3. 

"  31  &  32  Vict.  c.  45,  ss.  53,  54.  8ee 
28  &  29  Vict.  c.  121,  ss.  3,5. 

8  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  97,  s.  32  ;  47  Vict, 
c.  11,  s.  7. 
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tributary  thereof,  any  liquid  or  solid  matter  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  poison  or  kill  fish,  unless  in  the  exercise  of  any  right  to  which 
he  is  by  law  entitled,  in  which  case  he  is  not  to  be  liable  to  any 
penalty,  if  he  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  before  whom 
he  is  tried  that  he  has  used  the  best  practical  means,  within  a 
reasonable  cost,  to  render  harmless  the  liquid  or  solid  matter  so 
permitted  to  flow  or  put  into  such  waters.1 

No  person  may,  in  any  non-tidal  water,  use  any  device  to 
obstruct  fish  descending  the  stream8  between  January  1st  and 
June  1st.  No  person  may  use,  or  have  in  his  possession,  any 
otter  lath,  jack,  wire,  or  snare,  light,  spear  gaff,  strokeall,  or 
snatch  for  taking  salmon,  or  use  for  fishing,  or  have  in  his 
possession,  any  fish  roe.8  No  person  may  fish  for  salmon  with 
a  net  having  a  mesh  of  less  dimensions  than  two  inches  in 
extension  from  knot  to  knot,4  the  measurement  to  be  made  on 
each  side  of  the  square,  or  eight  inches  measured  round  each 
mesh  when  wet ;  but  the  conservators  of  any  district  may,  by 
bye-law,  determine  the  length,  size,  and  description  of  net  to  be 
used  in  their  district.6 
Licences.  No  person  may  fish  for  salmon  in  any  fishery,  either  with 

rod  and  line,  or  net,  or  weir,  or  fixed  engine,  without  a  proper 
licence.6 

Licences  shall  be  granted  at  fixed  prices  to  all  persons  using 
any  rod  and  line  for  fishing  for  salmon,  and  in  respect  of  all 
fishing  weirs,  fishing  mill-dams,  putts,  putchers,  nets,  or  other 
instruments  or  devices,  except  rods  and  lines,  whereby  salmon 
are  caught.     28  A  29  Vict.  c.  121,  s.  85  imposes  a  penalty  on 

i  24  &  2.",  Vict.  c.  109,  ss.  5,  6.     Sec  /fcfwi,  67  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  294  ;  (1898)  1 

Rivers  Pollution  Act,  39  &  40  Vict.c.  75,  Q.  B.  403  ;  78  L.  T.  44. 

ante,  pp.  182  et  seq.  4  As  to  measurement  of  nets  under 

2  36  &   37   Vict.   c.    71,    s.    15.     In  stat.  1  Eliz.  c.  17,  s.  5,  see    Thomas  v. 

Brigg*  v.  Swan  wick,  10  Q.  B.  D.  510  ;  52  Evan*,  27  L.  J.,  M.  C.  172  ;  El.,  Bl.  &  El. 

L.  J.,  M.  C.  63,  a  permanent  structure  171. 

for  the  purpose  of  catching  eels  erected  *  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109,  s.  10  ;  28  &  29 

before  the  passing  of  the  Act  was  held  Vict.  c.  121,  s.  27. 

to  be  within  the  section.  6  28  &  29  Vict.  c.  121,  ss.  33—37  ;  36 

8  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109,  ss.  8,  9  ;  36  &  &  37  Vict.  c.  71,  s.  22.  Fishing  for  bait 
37  Vict.  c.  71,  s.  8.  A  net  of  such  a  with  a  rod  and  line  without  a  licence 
description  that  the  use  thereof  for  with  no  intention  of  catching  pro- 
catching  salmon  would  constitute  an  hibited  fish  is  not  an  offence  under  sect, 
offence  under  sect.  10  of  the  Salmon  35  of  28  &  29  Vict.  c.  121  :  Marshall  v. 
Fishery  Act,  1861,  is  not  within  the  Richardxm,  58  I,.  J.,  M.  C.  45  ;  60  L.  T. 
meaning  of  sect.  8  of  the  same  Act  as  608. 

amended  by  sect.l  8  of  the  Salmon  Fishery  A  rod  and  line  licence  does  not  include 

Act,  1873,  so  as  to  render  anyone  found  the   use  of  a  night  line:   William*  v. 

in   possession  of  such  a  net  with  the  L<>ng,  57  J.  P.  217  :  even  if  only  set  to 

evident  intention  of  presently  using  it  catch   eels,   if  such  line  be  reasonably 

to  catch  salmon  liable  to  a  conviction  calculated  to  catch  trout  or  char  :  Hill  v. 

under  sect.  8  of  the  Act  of  1861 :  Jones  v.  George,  44  J.  P.  424.     Where  a  scale  of 
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fishing  with  rod  and  line  without  a  licence.  Sect.  86  subjects  to 
a  penalty  "  any  person  using  any  fishing  weir,  fishing  mill-dam, 
"  putt,  putcher,  net,  or  other  instrument  or  device,  not'  being 
"  a  rod  and  line,  for  catching  salmon  without  a  licence."  The 
using  a  putt,  though  not  with  the  intention  of  catching  salmon, 
is  within  sect.  86,  though  the  putt  had  at  its  mouth  an  iron 
grating  which  prevented  salmon  from  getting  in,  but  which  could 
be  removed  at  any  minute.1 

No  person  may  shoot  or  work  any  seine  or  draft  net,  reaching 
across  the  whole  or  two-thirds  of  the  width  of  a  river  within  100 
yards  of  another,  until  the  first  is  drawn  in.2 

No  person  may  use  any  fixed  engine,3  dam  or  fishing  weir  for  Dams,  fishing 
taking  salmon,  unless  lawfully  existing  at  the  passing  of  the  Act.4  ^ed  engines. 
No  person  may  catch  or  kill,  or  attempt  to  catch  or  kill,  except  with 
rod  and  line,  or  scare,  or  disturb,  or  attempt  to  scare  or  disturb, 
any  salmon  within  fifty  yards  above,  or  a  hundred  yards  below, 
any  weir  or  dam,  or  in  any  waters  under,  or  appurtenant  to,  a 
mill,  or  in  the  head-race  or  tail-race  of  a  mill,  or  in  any  waste 
race  or  pool  communicating  with  the  race,  or  in  any  artificial 
channel  connected  with  such  weir ;  and  no  person  may  fish 
with  rod  and  line  in  such  a  manner,  or  in  such  a  place,  so  as 


licence  duties  was  one  shilling ''  for  each 
and  every  rod  and  line,"  it  is  an  offence 
to  fish  with  three  rods  and  three  lines  : 
Cambridge  v.  Harrison,  64  L.  J.,  M.  C. 
175  ;  72  L.  T.  592. 

A.  and  B.  had  each  a  licence  for  the 
use  of  a  net,  and  on  a  certain  day  they 
and  the  two  respondents  were  together 
using  two  coracle  nets,  each  of  which 
required  the  assistance  of  two  persons. 
A.  and  B.  were  using  one  net,  and  the  two 
respondents,  who  had  no  licence,  were 
using  another.  The  justices  (upon  an 
information  against  the  two  respon- 
dents) found  that  no  fraud  was  intended, 
and  as  one  of  the  licences  would  have 
conferred  the  right  to  the  assistance  of 
one  of  the  respondents,  and  the  two 
licences  therefore  would  have  protected 
all  four  of  the  parties,  they  dismissed 
the  information  :  Held,  that  they  were 
right.    Lewis  v.  Arthur,  24  L.  T.  66. 

Sect.  22  of  36  &  37  Vict.  c.  71,  only 
applies  to  taking  living  fish  and  not  to 
taking  dead  fish  left  on  the  tide  retir- 
ing :  Qazard  v.  Cooke, 55  J.  P.  102  ;  but 
to  take  dying  trout  by  hand  from  a 
poisoned  stream  is  an  offence  under 
sect.  22  as  extended  to  trout  and  char  by 
sect.  7  of  4 1  &  42  Vict.  c.  39,  and  the 
offence  is  complete  notwithstanding  the 


absence  of  evidence  to  connect  the 
person  so  taking  them  with  the  poison- 
ing of  the  stream :  Head  v.  TUlotson, 
69  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  260. 

1  Lyne  v.  Leonard,  L.  It.,  3  Q.  B.  156  ; 
9  B.  &  S.  65. 

a  36&S7  Vict.  c.  71,s.  14. 

3  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109,  s.  11  ;  28  &  29 
Vict.  c.  121,  s.  39.  The  right  to  take 
possession  of  or  destroy  any  engine 
placed  or  used  for  catching  salmon  in 
contravention  of  that  section  extends 
to  all  persons  and  is  not  limited  to  con- 
servators or  overseers  appointed  under 
sect.  33  :  William*  v.  Hlachwall,  2  H.  & 
C.  33  ;  32  L.  J.,  Ex.  174  ;  9  Jur.,  N.  S. 
579  ;  8  L.  T.  252  ;  11  W.  R.  621 
(1863). 

4  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109,  ss.  12,  23,  27. 
The  survey  contemplated  by  the  Irish 
Fishery  Act,  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  106,  s.  63,  is 
not  a  condition  precedent  to  the  main- 
tenance of  a  prosecution  for  constructing 
a  new  weir  across  a  salmon  river  in 
violation  of  the  provisions  of  that 
section  ;  but,  as  no  penalty  is  attached, 
it  is  the  subject  of  an  indictment  and 
not  of  a  summary  proceeding  before  a 
magistrate  :  Kara  nag h  v.  Olorney,  Ir. 
R.,  10  C.  L.  210. 
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unlawfully  to  scare  or  hinder  salmon  from  passing  through  any 
fish-pass. 

These  restrictions  do  not  apply  to  any  legal  mill-dam  not 
having  a  crib  box  or  cruive,1  or  to  any  box,  coop,  apparatus,  or 
net,  or  mode  of  fishing  in  connection  with,  or  forming  part  of, 
the  weir,  for  purposes  of  fishing  ;  or  to  a  weir  which  has  attached 
to  it  a  fish-pass,  approved  of  by  the  Home  Office,  through  which 
there  is  a  constant  flow  of  water,  such  as  will  enable  salmon  to 
pass  up  and  down  it,  until  compensation  for  such  right  of  fishery 
has  been  made  by  the  conservators  of  the  district  to  the  owner 
of  the  fishery.3  No  ancient  right  or  usage  will  justify  fishing 
except  with  a  rod  within  the  prescribed  distance  of  a  dam  in 
which  there  is  no  fish-pass.3 
Fixed  No  fixed  engine  of  any  description,  including  stake  nets,4  bag 

engines.  nets,  putts,  putchers  and  nets  fixed  by  anchor,  or  otherwise  tem- 

porarily fixed  to  the  soil,  or  other  implement  for  taking  fish, 
fixed  to  the  soil,  or  made  stationary  in  any  other  way,  may  be 
placed  or  used  for  catching  salmon  in  any  inland  or  tidal  waters. 
These  provisions  are  not  to  affect  any  ancient  right  or  mode  of 
fishing  as  lawfully  exercised  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
or  during  the  five  previous  years — viz.,  1857,  1858,  1859,  1860, 
1861,  by  any  person,  by  virtue  of  any  grant  or  charter,  or 
immemorial  usage ;  but  no  person,  by  proving  use  of  different 
engines  during  these  years,  will  be  allowed  a  number  of  privileged 
engines  during  these  years,  exceeding  the  greatest  number  in  use 
during  some  one  of  the  five  years.5 

With  regard  to  the  meaning  of  the  words  "  lawfully  exercised r" 
the  question  of  course  will  be  different  in  navigable  and  non- 
navigable  rivers.     In  navigable  rivers  all  weirs  and  fixed  engines 

1  As  to  width  of  cruives  under  the  pursuance  of  the  5  &  6   Vict.  c.  106. 

Salmon  Fisheries  (Scotland)  Acts,  see  Semble,  such  certificate  ought  to  specify 

Fife  v.  George,  24  Court  of  Session  Cas.  the  grounds  upon  which  it  had  been 

4th  series,  549.  granted,  and   show  jurisdiction  upon 

*  36  &  87  Vict.  c.  71,  s.  17  ;  24  &  25  the   face   of    it :    Alexander  v.  Shiel, 

Vict.  c.  109,  s.  12.  Ir.  R.,  6  C.  L.  510  (1872). 

»  Moult  on  v.   IF/%,  8  L.  T.,  N.  S.  *  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109,  ss.  4,  11 ;  28  & 

284  ;  9  Jur.,  N.  S.  472.  29  Vict,  c.  121,  s.  39.    A  prima  fade 

4  On  the  hearing  of  a  summons  under  title  to  fish  with  bag  nets,  under  the 

26  &  27   Vict.  c.   114,   s.   6,  an  Irish  Irish  Act,  26  &  27  Vict.  c.  114,  s.   4, 

Fishery  Act,  against  a  person,  not  the  must   be  shown   to  the  inspectors    of 

owner  of  a  several  fishery  in  the  whole  fisheries  before  they  can  be  required  to 

of  the  river  fished  in,  for  wrongfully  hold  an  inquiry  as  to  the  applicant's 

using  a  fixed  net  in  a  part  of  the  river  right  to  fish  with  bag  nets  ;  and  unless 

less  than  three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  such  a  title  shall  have  been  so  shown, 

the  justices  are  not  concluded  by  the  the  Court  will  not  grant  a  mandamus  to 

production  of  a   certificate   from    the  compel  the  inspectors  to  hold  such  an 

inspectors  of   fisheries,   stating  merely  inquiry  :  Reg.    v.   IrUh    Fisheries  In- 

that    the    net    was    duly    erected    in  tpeetort,  Ir.  R.,  10  C.  L.  213. 
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for  catching  fish  are  illegal,  unless  proved  to  have  existed  prior 
to  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  ;l  whereas  in  non-navigable  waters  a 
right  to  erect  such  obstructions  may  be  acquired  by  twenty  years' 
uninterrupted  enjoyment.3 

In  the  case  of  Holford  v.  George,3  the  owner  of  a  several  Whatevi- 
fishery  in  the  navigable  and  tidal  river  Severn,  claimed  a  right  saryto16068" 
to  use  putchers  and  stop  nets  for  the  purpose  of  taking  salmon,  estabikh  a 
on  the  ground  of  immemorial  user.     He  proved  a  user  of  forty-  fixed  engines 
five  years  of  some  of  the  putchers,  and  of  twenty  years  of  the  a^fe^ygf" 
others;  there  was  no  evidence  of  previous  user,  nor  was  there 
any  evidence  to  the  contrary.     The  commissioners  found  the 
engines  illegal.     On  a  case   stated  for  the  Court  of   Queen's 
Bench,  the  Court  held,  that  the  user  of  forty-five  years  did  not 
raise  a  conclusive  presumption  of  law  that  the  putchers  and  stop 
nets  had  been  used    from  time  immemorial,  and  were  not  of 
recent  origin. 

In  the  case  of  Rawstorne  v.  Backhouse*  a  claim  was  made  by 
a  lord  of  a  manor  to  use  reasonable  fixed  engines  within  the 
provisions  of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Acts,  24  dt  25  Vict.  c.  109 ; 
28  dt  29  Vict.  c.  121.  He  proved  the  existence  of  a  fishery  in 
that  part  of  the  river  from  the  earliest  times,  and  gave  evidence 
that  before  1844  fixed  engines  had  been  used  in  various  hollows 
formed  in  the  sands  of  the  river  ;  that  in  1844  a  wall  was  built 
under  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  and  through  the  building  of  the  wall  the  bed  of  the  river 
was  changed,  and  convenient  hollows  formed  for  placing  the 
engines  close  to  the  wall.  The  engines  claimed  to  be  used  were 
placed  in  these  newly-formed  hollows  in  1844,  and  had  been 
used  there  ever  since.  In  a  case  stated  by  the  commissioners 
for  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  whether  they  were  bound,  as  a 
matter  of  law,  to  find  that  the  claimant  was  entitled  to  use  the 
fixed  engines ;  the  Court  held  that  it  was  a  mixed  question  of 
fact  and  law,  whether  the  using  of  the  engines  in  places  since 
1844,  different  from  those  in  which  they  had  been  used  pre- 
viously, amounted  to  an  enhancement  of  the  engines,  and  thai 
the  commissioners  were  not  bound,  as  a  matter  of  law,  to  find 
that  the  claimant  was  so  entitled.  "  If,"  says  Bovill,  C.  J., 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  "  during  all  living  memory 

1  See  ante,  p.  359.  evidence  necessary  to  support  such  a 

8  See  ante,  p.  371.  claim,  ante,  pp.  350  et  seq. 

3  L.  R.,  3  Q.  B.  689 ;  37  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  *  L.  R.,  3  C.  P.  67  ;  17  L.  T.  441. 
185  ;  18  L.  T.  817 ;  and  see  further  as  to 

l.w.  26 
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"  the  enjoyment  of  the  right  claimed  had  been  uniform,  and 
"  unvarying,  and  consistent  also  with  the  ancient  documents  of 
"  title,  we  think  the  commissioners  would  have  been  bound  to 
"  refer  it  to  a  legal  origin,  as  by  grant,  charter,  or  immemorial 
"  usage,  if  possible,  and  to  have  presumed  that  the  three  baulks 
"  in  question  were  legal  and  privileged  engines  within  the 
"  meaning  of  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Act.  The  difference  in  the 
"  situation  of  the  baulks  since  1844,  however,  at  once  introduces 
"  a  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  appellant,  which  is  of  more 
"  importance  in  these  cases,  because  by  the  41st  section  of  the 
"  Act  of  1865,  the  commissioners  are  bound  to  fix  the  situation, 
"  size  and  description  of  the  engines  which  they  are  to  certify  as 
"  privileged.  The  use  of  the  engines  in  the  particular  situations, 
"  where  they  have  existed  of  late  years,  certainly  could  not  be 
"  carried  back  earlier  than  the  year  1844,  and  this,  under  the 
"  circumstances,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  found  the  presump- 
"tion  of  a  right  to  have  them  at  those  particular  places;  and 
"  if  the  right  to  have  them  in  the  situations  where  they  existed 
"  previously  to  1844  was  relied  upon,  the  appellant  was  met  by 
"  the  fact  that  they  had  not  been  so  used  in  those  places  during 
"  the  open  season  of  either  of  the  five  years,  1857  to  1861,  as 
"  required  by  the  Act  of  1865. 

"  In  order  to  avoid  these  difficulties,  the  appellant's  counsel 
"  was  driven  to  contend  that  the  appellant  had  proved  a  right  to 
"  have  reasonable  engines  in  reasonable  places  with  reference  to 
"  the  changing  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  that  the  commis- 
"  sioners  were  bound  to  make  a  presumption,  and  to  find 
"  accordingly  in  favour  of  such  right.  The  utmost  extent,  how- 
"  ever,  to  which  that  argument  could,  in  our  opinion,  prevail, 
"  would  be  that  the  commissioners  might  be  at  liberty  to 
"  presume  such  a  right  in  the  terms  in  which  it  was  contended 
"  for  by  the  appellant." 
What  is  a  A  stop  net  has  been  held  to  be  a  fixed  engine  within  the 

"fixed en-       definitions  in  these  Acts.     A  stop  net  is  used  as  follows  :  The 

gine.  _  . 

fisherman  fixes  his  boat  athwart  the  current  of  the  river  by 
lashing  it  at  each  end  to  a  pole  driven  in  the  bed  of  the  river. 
The  net,  which  is  thirty  feet  wide  at  the  mouth,  and  tapers  to  a 
point,  is  stretched  by  two  poles  twenty-two  feet  long,  which  are 
tied  together  at  the  upper  end  and  kept  extended  (to  the  width  of 
the  net  at  the  mouth)  by  a  pole  lashed  across  at  about  seven  feet 
from  the  upper  end.    The  net  is  lowered  overboard  until  the 
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two  poles  rest  at  about  eight  feet  from  the  upper  end  on  the  side 
of  the  boat.  The  net  and  poles  are  thus  nearly  on  a  balance, 
and  the  fisherman  presses  slightly  on  the  upper  end  and  so  keeps 
the  net  steady.  At  about  an  angle  of  twenty  degrees  he  also  holds 
a  string  attached  to  the  bottom  of  the  net,  and  when  he  feels  the 
fish  he  presses  down  the  upper  ends  of  the  poles  with  both  hands, 
using  the  edge  of  the  boat  as  a  fulcrum,  and  so  raises  the  net  out 
of  the  water  and  catches  the  fish.1 

A  net  fixed  to  the  bank  by  a  stone,  so  as  to  give  way  on  being 
touched  by  salmon  and  so  entangle  the  fish,  was  held,  in  the  case 
of  Tluymas  v.  Jones,2  not  to  be  a  fixed  engine  within  sect.  11  of 
24  dt  25  Vict.  c.  109.  To  define  with  more  certainty  what  the 
legislature  meant  by  "  fixed  engine,"  sect.  89  of  28  dc  29  Vict, 
c.  121  was  passed ;  and  under  this  section  a  net  temporarily  fixed 
to  a  pole  driven  into  the  soil  at  one  end,  half  the  net  being 
stretched  across  the  channel  and  anchored  to  a  buoy,  and  the 
other  half,  when  the  opportunity  arrived,  being  rowed  round  to 
the  stake  so  as  to  sweep  the  river,  was  held  a  fixed  engine.8 

The  mere  using  of  a  net  fixed  to  the  soil  in  tidal  waters  within 
the  limits  of  a  salmon  fishery,  but  which  net  is  not  peculiarly 
an  instrument  for  taking  salmon,  and  is  not  fixed  for  that 
purpose,  is  not  an  offence  within  sect.  11  of  24  &  25  Vict, 
c.  109.* 

No  dam,  except  such  fishing  weirs  and  fishing  mill-dams  Privileged 
as  were  lawfully  in  use  in  the  year  1861,  by  virtue  of  grant,  dams.**1 
charter,  or  immemorial  user,  may  be  used  for  catching  or 
facilitating  the  catching  of  salmon,  under  a  penalty  of  52.  for 
each  offence,  and  a  further  penalty  of  12.  for  each  fish,  and  the 
forfeiture  of  all  contrivances  used,  and  of  all  salmon  caught. 
No  fishing  weir  extending  more  than  half-way  across  any  stream 
at  the  lowest  state  of  the  water,  although  lawfully  in  use,  may 
be  used  for  catching  salmon,  unless  it  has  a  free  gap  as  regu- 
lated by  the  Act ;  and  no  fishing  mill-dam  may  be  so  used  unless 
it  has  attached  to  it  a  fish-pass  as  approved  by  the  Home  Office. 


1  Gore  v.  Commissioner*  of  Fuller  let, 
L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  561  ;  40  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  252  ; 
24  L.  T.  702. 

*  5  B.  &  S.  916. 

8  Olding  v.  Wild,  14  L.  T.,  N.  S.  402. 
The  defendants  were  seen  in  salmon 
waters  to  tie  one  end  of  their  trammel 
net  to  the  bank,  and  the  other  end  to 
the  boat,  and  there  leave  it  for  fifteen 
minutes.    The  justices  held  it  was    a 


fixed  net,  but  dismissed  the  information 
for  want  of  evidence  as  to  ownership. 

Held,  that  possession  was  good  prima 
facie  evidence  of  ownership,  and  that 
the  justices  were  wrong  in  not  convict- 
ing :  Vance  v.  Frost,  58  J.  P.  398.  See 
Reg.  v.  Pomfret,  4  W.  R.  267,  as  to  fixed 
engines  under  1  Geo.  I.  st.  2,  c.  18, 6. 14. 

*  Watts  v.  Lucas,  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  226  ; 
40  L.  J.,  M.  C.  73  ;  24  L.  T.  128. 
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Any  proprietor  or  board  of  conservators  may,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Home  Office,  attach  to  a  mill-dam  such  a  pass,  provided 
no  injury  is  done  to  the  milling  power.1 

A  mill-dam  built  solely  for  milling  purposes,  and  without  any 

contrivances  for  catching  fish,  is  not  a  fishing  mill-dam  within 

sect.  4  of  24  dc  25  Vict.  c.  109,  although  it  does,  in  fact,  render  it 

more  easy  to  catch  fish,  and  such  dam  cannot  be  abated  under 

sect.  42  of  28  dc  29  Vict.  c.  121 ;  but  any  person  so  catching  fish 

is  liable  to  the  penalty  imposed  by  sect.  12  of  24  db  25  Vict.  c.  109.3 

It  has  been  held  in  Rolle  v.   Wliyte*  that  the  provisions 

making   fish-passes   compulsory  only  relate  to  weirs  reaching 

more  than  half-way  across  the  stream,  and  that  where  there 

was  a  side  stream  fifteen  feet  wide,  separated  from  the  main 

stream  bv  an  island,  this  was  not  a  stream  within  the  Act  so 

as  to  make  a  fish-pass  compulsory  in  a  dam  reaching  across  the 

side  stream. 

Trout  and  The  provisions  of  the  Fisheries  (Dynamite)  Act  now,  by  the 

toi£  fiSh~      Freshwater  Fisheries  Act,  1878,*  extend  to  all  fish  in  the  United 

Kingdom,  as  does  the  15th  section  of  36  d  37  Vict.  c.  71,  which 
prohibits  obstruction  of  fish  descending  the  stream.6  The  pro- 
visions of  24  d-  25  Vict.  c.  109,  ss.  8  and  9,  which  prohibit  the 
use  of  otter  laths,  spears,  &c,  and  the  possession  and  use  of  roe 
for  fishing,  are  now,  by  the  same  Act,  extended  to  trout  and  char 
within  the  limits  of  the  Act.6  That  Act  also  provides  for  the 
establishment  of  fishery  districts  on  freshwater  fish  rivers ; 7  and 
in  such  fishery  districts  empowers  conservators  to  issue  licences 
for  fishing  for  freshwater  fish,  and  incorporates  the  sections  of 
the  Salmon  Fishery  Acts  imposing  penalties  on  persons  fishing 
without  licence.8  With  these  exceptions  there  seem  to  be  no 
general  restrictions  as  to  the  mesh  of  nets  which  may  be  used, 
or  the  size  of  fish  that  may  be  taken. 

Poaching  fish.  It  has  been  already  stated,  that  at  common  law,  irrespective  of 
statute,  the  stealing  of  fish  in  any  small  pond,  tank,  or  stew, 
which  is  private  property,  and  where  the  fish  may  be  taken  at 
will  by  the  owner  at  any  time,  is  larceny,  and  punishable  on 

i  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109,  ss.  12,  23,  27.  »  L.  R.,  3  Q.  B.  286. 

*  Garnett  v.  Baekfowse,  L.  R.,  3  Q.  B.  4  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  39,    8.    12.    See 
30  ;  37  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  1  ;  17  L.  T.  170.  See        ante,  p.  397. 

Bouiter  v.  Pike,  4  Q.  B.  D.  24  ;  48  L.  J.,  *  Sect.  5. 

M.  C.  81  ;  39  L.  T.  496  ;  Pike  v.  Rosriter,  «  Ibid. 

37  L.  T.,  N.  S.  635  ;  Hodgson  v.  Little,  7  Sect.  6  ;  47  &  48  Vict.  c.  11. 

14  C.  B.,  N.  8.  Ill  ;  82  L.  J.,  M.  C.  220  ;  •  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  39,  sect.  7. 
16  C.  B.,  N.  S.  198  ;  33  L.  J.,  M.  C.  229. 
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indictment.1  In  addition  to  this,  by  the  Larceny  Consolidation 
Act 2  certain  offences  are  created  relating  to  the  unlawful  taking 
of  fish  in  private  fisheries.  This  statute  enacts,  that — Whosoever 
shall  unlawfully  and  wilfully  take  or  destroy  any  fish  in  any 
water  which  shall  run  through  or  be  in  any  land  adjoining8  or 
belonging  to  the  dwelling-house  of  any  person  being  the  owner 
of  such  water,  or  having  a  right  of  fishery  therein,  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,4  punishable  by  the  common  law  with 
fine  and  imprisonment  in  addition  to  or  in  lieu  of  sureties ; 5  and 
whosoever  shall  unlawfully  or  wilfully  take  or  destroy,  or  attempt 
to  take  or  destroy,  any  fish  in  any  water  not  being  such  as  herein- 
after mentioned,  but  which  shall  be  private  property,  or  in  which 
there  shall  be  any  private  right  of  fishery,6  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  forfeit  and  pay,  over  and 
above  the  value  of  the  fish  taken  or  destroyed  (if  any),  such  sum 
of  money  not  exceeding  51.  as  to  the  justice  may  seem  meet : 
Provided  that  nothing  hereinbefore  contained  shall  extend  to  any 
persons  angling  between  the  beginning  of  the  last  hour  before 
sunrise  and  the  expiration  of  the  first  hour  after  sunset;  but  who- 
soever shall,  by  angling  between  the  beginning  of  the  last  hour 
before  sunrise  and  the  expiration  of  the  first  hour  after  sunset, 
unlawfully  take  or  destroy,  or  attempt  to  take  or  destroy,  any 
fish  in  any  such  water  as  first  mentioned,  shall,  on  conviction 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  forfeit  or  pay  any  sum  not  exceeding 
51.,  and  if  in  any  such  water  as  last  mentioned,  he  shall,  on  like 
conviction,  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  not  exceeding  2Z.  as  to  the 
justice  may  seem  meet;  and  if  the  boundary  of  any  parish, 
township,  or  vill  shall  happen  to  be  in  or  by  the  side  of  any  such 
water  as  is  in  this  section  before  mentioned,  it  shall  be  sufficient 
to  prove  that  the  offence  was  committed  either  in  the  parish, 
township,  or  vill  named  in  the  indictment  or  information,  or  in 
any  parish,  township,  or  vill  adjoining  thereto.7 

1  See  ante,  p.  373.  6  The  statute  has  been  held  to  apply 

8  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  96.     As  to  convic-  to  persons  illegally  fishing  in  a  several 

tions  for  stealing  fish  and  oysters  under  fishery,  in  tidal  waters  as  well  as  in 

7  &  8  Geo.  IV.  c.  29,  s.  36,  see  Thonuu  private  waters  :  Paley  v.  Birch,  8  B.  & 

y.  Russell,  9  Ex.  764  ;  25  L.  J.,  Ex.  233 ;  S.  336.    As  to  what  is  sufficient  evidence 

Hughes  v.  Buchland,  15  M.  &  W.  345  ;  of  a  private  fishery,  see  Greenback  v. 

15  L.  J.,  Ex.  233.  Sannaerson,  49  J.  P.  40.    A  person  who 

8  The  meaning  of  the  word  adjoining  took  or  attempted  to  take  "  cray-fish  " 

is  defined  as  "  in  actual  contact,  and  in    a  private  fishery  held  not  to    be 

" not  separated  by  a  toalk  or  fence"  guilty  of  an  offence  under  this  section  : 

See  R.  v.  Hodges,  Moo.  &  M.  841  ;  53  Caygill  v.  Ihwaite,  49  J.  P.  616 ;  33 

B.  R.  252.  W.  B.  581. 

4  Sect.  24.  7  Sect.  24.    The  part  of   the  shore 

*  Sect.  117.  between  high  and  low  water  mark  is 
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The  word  "  unlawfully "  in  this  section  means  without  any 
claim  of  right  or  title  in  the  offender,  such  as  can  exist  in  law : 1 
and  if  such  claim  appears  to  the  justices  to  be  set  up  bond  fide, 
and  with  some  show  of  reason,  their  jurisdiction  in  the  case  is 
ousted ; 3  and  a  certiorari  may  be  obtained  to  quash  any  convic- 
tion they  may  have  made ; 3  or  the  decision  may  be  reviewed  by 
a  superior  Court  under  20  <t  21  Vict  c.  48.* 

An  angler  in  the  day-time,  that  is,  between  the  beginning  of 
the  last  hour  before  sunrise,  and  the  expiration  of  the  first  hour 
after  sunset,  cannot  be  arrested ;  but  a  person  angling  at  night, 
or  fishing  by  other  means  than  angling,  may  be  arrested,  and 
then  without  warrant  by  any  person.5  The  property  in  fish 
taken  unlawfully  vests  in  the  taker  unless  they  are  taken  from 
a  tank  or  small  pond,  and  the  owner  cannot  recover  them 
except  in  certain  cases  under  the  Salmon  Acts,  though  he 
can  their  value.6  The  tackle  of  persons  found  fishing  against 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  may  be  demanded,  and,  if  refused,  may 
be  seized  by  the  owner  of  the  fishery,  or  his  servant,  or  any 
person  authorized  by  him.  A  person  angling  in  the  day-time 
from  whom  any  implement  shall  have  been  taken,  is  exempted 
from  any  further  fine.7  Sect.  82  of  The  Malicious  Damage  Act, 
1861,8  enacts  as  follows:  "Whosoever  shall  unlawfully  and 
"  maliciously  cut  through,  break  down,  or  otherwise  destroy 
"  the  dam,  flood  gate,  or  sluice  of  any  fish  pond,  or  of  any 
"  water  which  shall  be  private  property,  or  in  which  there  shall 
"be  any  private  right  of  fishery,  with  intent  thereby  to  take 
"  or  destroy  any  of  the  fish  in  such  pond  or  water,  or  so  as 
"  thereby  to  cause  the  loss  or  destruction  of  any  of  the  fish,  or 
"  shall  unlawfully  and  maliciously  put  any  lime,  or  other  noxious 
"  material,  in  any  such  pond  or  water,  with  intent  thereby  to 
"  destroy  any  of  the  fish  that  may  then  be,  or  that  may  thereafter 
"  be  put  therein,  or  shall  unlawfully  and  maliciously  cut  through, 
"  break  down,  or  otherwise  destroy  the  dam  or  flood  gate  of 


within  the  adjoining  county  ;  and  the 
justices  of  the  county  have  jurisdiction 
over  offences  committed  there,  whether 
the  land  is  covered  or  not  with  water  : 
Embleton  v.  Brown,  30  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  M.  C. 
l;3E.&E.234;i%.v.ifw*«w»,8E.&B. 
900  ;  and  see  ante,  Chap.  I.  p.  14. 

1  Hudson*.  McBae,  5  B.&  S.  485  ;  33 
L.  J.,  M.  C.  66  ;  Har great  eg  v.  Diddams, 
L.  R.,  10  Q.  B.  482  ;  44  L.  J.,  M.  C.  78  ; 
32  L.  T.  600. 


2  Beg.  v.  Peak,  8  L.  T.,  N.  S.  536  ; 
Leath  v.  Vine,  30  L.  J.f  N.  S.,  M.  C. 
207  ;  Comwell  v.  Saunders,  32  L.  J., 
M.  C.  6  ;  Beg.  v.  Burrow,  34  Justice  of 
Peace,  53  ;  ante,  p.  349. 

8  Beg.  v.  Stimson,  4  B.  &  S.  301. 

4  See  Wltiie  v.  Feast,  L.  R.,  7  Q.  B.  353. 

6  Sect.  103  (24  &  25  Vict.  c.  96). 
•  Paterson,  Fishery  Laws,  85,  86. 

7  Sect.  25. 

8  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  97. 
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"  any  mill  pond,  reservoir,  or  pool,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  mis- 
"  demeanour ;  and  being  convicted  thereof,  shall  be  liable,  at  the 
"  discretion  of  the  Court,  to  be  kept  in  penal  servitude  for  any 
"  term  not  exceeding  seven  years,  and  not  less  than  three  years ; 
"  or  to  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  two  years,  with 
"  or  without  hard  labour,  and  with  or  without  solitary  confine- 
"  ment ;  and  if  a  male  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  with  or 
"  without  whipping."  A  person  bond  fide  exercising  his  right 
of  fishing  who  does  damage  to  adjoining  property  is  not  liable 
criminally,  though  he  may  be  civilly.1 

1  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  97, 8.  82. 
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OF  NAVIGATION,  AND  THEREIN  OF  CONSEBVANCT. 


1 


Definition. 


The  Right  of  Navigation. 

The  right  of  navigation  is  a  right  of  way  exercised  for  the 
purposes  of  trade  and  commerce,  which  may  be  enjoyed  in  the 
sea,  in  public  and  in  private  waters ;  and  as  such  it  includes  all 
rights  necessary  for  the  full  enjoyment  and  exercise  of  the  rights 
of  convenient  passage,  and  of  commerce,  such  as  the  right  to 
pass,  and  to  ground,  and  to  anchor,  to  remain  for  a  reasonable 
time  for  the  purposes  of  loading  and  unloading,  or  for  a  wind.1 

The  consideration  of  this  right  involves  not  only  the  discussion 
of  the  nature  of  the  right  itself,  but  also  that  of  the  rules 
governing  its  exercise.  These,  in  the  case  of  the  sea,  embrace 
(in  addition  to  the  mere  rules  of  the  road)  matters  of  considerable 
extent  and  importance,  such  as  the  seaworthiness  of  vessels,  the 
liability  of  ship  owners  and  the  management  of  lighthouses, 
harbours,  and  ports,  all  of  which  are  regulated  by  the  mer- 
chant shipping  laws,  as  well  as  the  various  questions  arising 
in  connection  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty.8 

It  would  be  manifestly  as  impossible  as  inappropriate  to 
attempt  to  treat  this  subject  at  all  exhaustively  in  a  work  like 
the  present;  but  as,  on  the  other  hand,  the  authors  feel  that 
it  is  equally  unadvisable  to  omit  all  notice  of  it,  they  have 
endeavoured  to  give  in  the  present  chapter  a  brief  general  view 
of  the  law  regarding  navigation— 

I.  In  the  sea. 
II.  In  inland  waters. 


1  OrrEwingy.  Colquhenn,  2  App.  Cas. 
839;  Qan*  v.  Free  Fishers  of  Whit- 
stable,  11  H.  L.  192  ;  Foreman  v.  Free 
Fishers  of  Wliitstable,  L.  R.,  4  H.  L. 
266  ;  Mayor  of  Colcheter  v.  Brooke,  7 
Q.  B.  339  ;  Iter  v.  Russell,  6  B.  &  C. 
666  ;  80  R.  R.432  ;  Original  Hartlepool 
Collieries  v.  Gibb,  5  Ch.  D.  713  ;  Dimes 
t.  Petley,  15  Q.  B.  276  ;  Anon.,  Durham 


Assises,  1808,  per  Wood,  B. 

2  The  reader  is  referred  for  a  full 
consideration  of  these  subjects  to 
Maude  &  Pollock's  Law  of  Merchant 
Shipping ;  Williams  &  Brace's  Admiralty 
Practice ;  Boyd's  Merchant  Shipping 
Laws ;  and  Abbott's  Law  of  Merchant 
Ships  and  Seamen. 
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In  the  Sea.1 

The  sea  is  the  necessary  highway  of  all  nations2  and  the  free  The  sea  is  the 
navigation  and  commerce  thereon  is,  therefore,  the  common  aifnaSms. 
right  of  all  mankind.3 

The  ships  of  all  nations,  whilst  navigating  the  high  seas,4  are  Jurisdiction 
subject  only  to  the  laws  of  their  own  country,  and  no  one  nation  navigating, 
has  the  right  to  exercise  civil  or  criminal  jurisdiction  over  the 
ships  of  other  nations  during  their  passage  between  one  foreign 
port  and  another.6  By  41  d-  42  Vict.  c.  78,  foreigners  on  board 
foreign  ships,  passing  within  three  nautical  miles  of  the  English 
coast,  are  made  subject  to  English  criminal  law.6  The  criminal 
jurisdiction  over  English  ships  on  the  high  seas  has,  from  the 
earliest  times,  been  vested  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty;  and 
foreigners  on  board  such  ships  are  subject  to  English  law.7 
By  15  Ric.  II.  c.  3,  it  was  provided,  that  the  admiral  should 
have  no  jurisdiction  within  the  body  of  counties,  either  by  land 
or  sea,  save  for  mayhem  or  murder  done  in  estuaries  and  mouths 
of  rivers,  below  the  bridges  where  he  should  have  a  concurrent 
jurisdiction  with  the  Courts  of  Common  Law.  This  jurisdiction 
of  the  admiral  was  transferred  to  the  Central  Criminal  Court  by 
4  <£  5  Will.  IV.  c.  36,  and  further  changes  have  been  made  in 
the  present  reign  as  to  the  civil  jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty 
Courts,  which  are  thus  stated  by  Mr.  Boyd  in  "  The  Merchant 
"  Shipping  Laws  "  : 8 — "  By  3  dt  4  Vict.  c.  65,  *.  6,  jurisdiction  was 
"  given  to  the  Admiralty  Court  to  decide  all  claims  and  demands 
"  whatsoever  in  the  nature  of  damage  received  by  any  ship  or 
"  sea-going  vessel,  and  to  enforce  the  payment  thereof,  whether 
"  such  ship  or  vessel  may  have  been  within  the  body  of  a  county, 
"  or  upon  the  high  seas,  at  the  time  when  the  damage  was 
"  received,  in  respect  of  which  such  claim  was  made.    And  The 


1  For  the  greater  portion  of  this 
section,  the  authors  have  had  recourse 
to  Mr.  A.  C.  Boyd's  excellent  work  on 
The  Merchant  Shipping  Laws  (1876), 
to  which  the  reader  is  referred  for 
fuller  particulars.  Cf .  also  throughout 
Chap.  I. 

2  Phillimore's  International  Law, 
vol.i.  pp.  210,  211. 

8  Wheaton's  International  Law,  by 
Boyd,  p.  251. 

4  For  definition  of  the  high  seas,  and 
the  limitations  of  territorial  waters,  see 
Chap.  I.  Territorial  waters,  as  well  as 
the  nigh  seas,  are  free  to  the  peaceful 
navigation  of  foreign  as  well  as  English 


ships  ;  The  Sasronia,  1  Lush.  410  ;  cf.  Sir 
B.  Phillimore,  2  Ex.  D.  82. 

*  lleg.  v.  Keyn,  2  Ex.  D.  217,  per 
Kelly,  C.  B. ;  The  Vigilantia,  1  C.  Rob. 
1  ;  The  Vrou  Anna  Catherxna,  6  C.  Rob. 
161 ;  The  Sueces*,  1  Dodd's  Ad.  131. 

6  See  ante,  Chap.  I.  p.  8 ;  and  the 
case  of  Meg.  v.  Keyn,  ante,  pp.  6 — 8. 

'"  Reg.  v.  Sattler,  Dears,  k,  B.  Cr.  C. 
625  ;  Reg.  v.  Anderson,  L.  R.,  1  Cr.  C. 
161 ;  Reg.  v.  Lesley,  BeU,  C.  C.  220. 

8  Page  262.  See  also  for  the  origin 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty 
Court,  Williams1  &  Brace's  Admiralty 
Practice. 
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Pirates. 


Tolls. 


"  Admiralty  Court  Act,  1861  (24  Vict.  c.  10,  *.  7)  enacts  in  general 
"  terms,  that  the  Court  shall  have  jurisdiction  over  any  claim 
"for  damage  done  by  any  ship.  The  Court  was  therefore 
"  empowered  to  try  any  cause  whatsoever,  of  such  a  description, 
"  even  if  all  the  parties  to  it  were  foreigners,  and  the  cause  of 
"  action  arose  out  of  the  jurisdiction.  However,  in  deciding 
"  causes  of  the  latter  kind,  the  Court  must  be  guided  by  the 
"  rules  of  law  to  which  both  parties  were  subject  when  the 
"  damage  was  committed,  and  not  by  the  Merchant  Shipping  Acts."1 

Pirates  being  the  common  enemies  of  all  mankind,  and  all 
nations  having  an  equal  interest  in  their  apprehension  and 
punishment,  may  be  lawfully  captured  on  the  high  sea  by  the 
armed  vessels  of  any  particular  State,  and  brought  within  its 
territorial  jurisdiction  for  trial  at  its  tribunals.2 

No  tolls  are  demandable  from  vessels  navigating  the  sea,  save 
such  as  are  chargeable  for  the  formation  of  harbours,  and  the 
maintenance  of  buoys,  lights,  and  beacons,  which  are  a  good 
consideration  for  a  toll;8 — "It  being  required,"  says  Hale, 
"  that  any  man  who  will  prescribe  for  a  toll  on  the  sea  must 
"allege  a  good  consideration."4  Hence  no  tolls  can  be  taken 
for  anchorage  save  in  a  port  or  harbour.5  • 

The  main  oceqn  is  incapable  of  being  the  property  of  any  one 
State ;  but  a  nation  may  acquire  exclusive  right  of  navigation 
therein  as  against  another  nation  by  virtue  of  the  specific  pro- 
visions of  a  treaty,6  or  by  the  tacit  acquiescence  of  such  other 
nation  in  its  appropriation  of  certain  portions  for  navigation.7 
Similarly,  though  the  soil  of  the  bed  of  the  sea  cannot  be  the 
exclusive  property  of  one  nation,  the  beneficial  occupation  thereof 
for  a  sufficient  time  by  any  one  nation  may  give  a  prescriptive 
right  to  such  portion  by  the  tacit  consent  of  other  nations ;  for 
the  uninterrupted  possession  of  territory  or  other  property  for  a 
certain  time  by  a  State  excludes  the  claim  of  every  other.8  Also, 
when  the  sea  or  the  bed  thereof  can  be  physically  occupied 


1  "  It  is  the  general  rule  in  construing 
"  Acts  of  Parliament,  that  the  legislature 
"  must  be  presumed  to  have  intended  by 
"its  enactments  to  regulate  the  rights 
"  which  should  subsist  between  its  own 
"  subjects,  and  not  to  affect  the  rights 
44  of  foreigners,  unless  the  contrary  be 
44  expressed  or  implied  from  the  absolute 
44  necessity  of  the  case ; "  Boyd,  Merchant 
Shipping  Laws,  p.  262. 

*  Wheaton,  International  Law,  p.  168, 
and  ante,  Chap.  I. 


3  Hale  de  Portibus  Maris,  Harg.  Tr. 
51  ;  Oann  v.  Free  Fisher*  of  Whitgtable, 
11  H.  L.  193. 

4  1  Mod.  105. 

s  Qann  v.  Free  Fither*  of  Wkitttable, 
wpra.  See  on  this  subject,  ante, 
Chap.  I.  pp.  bSetsea.,  and  pogt,  Chap.  IX. 

6  Phillimore,  International  Law, 
vol.  1,  pp.  210,  211. 

7  Vattel,  Droit  des  Gens,  1. 1,  c.  zxiii. 

8  Wheaton's  International  Law,  by 
Boyd,  p.  220. 
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permanently  by  erections,  it  may  be  the  subject  of  occupation ;  and 
hence,  piers,  harbours  and  breakwaters  become,  in  such  cases, 
permissible,  and,  being  for  the  benefit  of  navigation,  are  readily 
acquiesced  in.1 

A  harbour  or  haven  is  a  place  naturally  or  artificially  made  Ports  and 
for  the  safe  riding  of  ships.8    A  port  is  a  haven,  and  something  harlx)ur8- 
more, — it  is  a  harbour  where  customs  officers  are  established, 
and  where  goods  are  either  imported  or  exported  to  foreign 
countries,3  and   comprehends  a  city  or  borough,  called  caput 
portus,  with  a  market  and  accommodation  for  sailors.4 

In  virtue  of  its  prerogative,  the  Crown  is  conservator  of  all 
ports  and  havens,  creeks  and  arms  of  the  sea,  and  protector  of 
the  navigation  thereof,5  and  may  grant  to  a  subject  the  right  to 
erect  a  port  on  his  own  land  or  on  the  land  of  another,  provided, 
in  the  latter  case,  no  vested  interests  are  interfered  with.6  The 
ports  of  this  country  are  now,  however,  almost  exclusively 
the  property  of  corporate  bodies  by  ancient  grant  or  charter  from 
the  Crown,  or  by  Act  of  Parliament,  by  which  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  trustees  and  the  public  in  each  particular  port  are 
regulated.  10  d  11  Vict.  c.  27  (The  Harbours,  Docks,  and  Piers 
Clauses  Act,  1847),  consolidated  the  provisions  usually  embodied 
in  local  Acts  for  the  construction  of  harbours  and  piers  ;  and  by 
24  tt'  25  Vict.  c.  45,  the  Board  of  Trade  may  make  provisional 
orders  authorizing  the  erection  of  such  works;  while  25  &  26 
Vict.  c.  69  transferred  to  that  body  various  duties  and  powers 
relative  to  harbours  and  navigation  which  were  formerly  vested 
in  the  Admiralty. 

The  Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners  are  authorized  by 
sect.  9,  Schedule  1,  of  88  &  89  Vict.  c.  89,7  to  make  loans  to  any 
person  authorized,  for  the  purpose  of  the  construction  and 
improvement  of  docks,  harbours,  and  piers,  under  The  Harbours 
and  Passing  Tolls  Act,  1861.8 

By  40  dk  41  Vict.  c.  16,9  s.  4,  harbour  and  conservancy 
authorities  are  empowered  to  remove  vessels  sunk,  stranded,  or 

1  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  Reg.  v.  Keyn,  2  8  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  47. 

Ex.  D.  198.  9  "An  Act  to  facilitate  the  removal 

*  Hale  de  Portibus  Maris,  c.  2.  "  of   Wrecks  obstructing  Navigation." 

3  Houck'8  Navigable  Rivers,  p.  175.  By  sect.  3,  "'Harbour'  includes  har- 

4  Hale,  c.  11.  For  the  law  relating  "bours  properly  so  called,  whether 
to  ports  and  harbours,  see  further  ante,  "  natural  or  artificial,  and  estuaries, 
Chap.  I.  "  navigable  rivers,  piers,   jetties,    and 

6  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  Harg.  Tr.  23.  "  other  works,  in  or  at  which,  ships  can 
8  Mayor  of  Exeter  v.  Warren,  5  Q.  B.        u  obtain    shelter,  or  ship  and  unship 

773.  "  goods  or  passengers ;  and  '  tidal  water ' 

7  The  Public  Works  Loans  Act.  "  means  any  part  of  the  sea  and  any 
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abandoned  in  tidal  waters  or  harbours,  where  such  wreck  is  or  is 
likely  to  become  an  obstruction  to  navigation,  or  to  destroy  and, 
under  certain  conditions,  to  sell  such  wreck,  and  thereout  defray 
expenses  incurred  under  the  Act.  By  sect.  5,  similar  powers  are 
given  to  general  lighthouse  authorities.  Where  questions  arise 
between  these  various  authorities  as  to  their  powers  under  the 
Act,  the  Board  of  Trade  is  authorized  to  determine  them  (sect.  7). 

The  Merchant      The  regulations  respecting  the  ownership,  measurement,  and 

Shipping  registry  of  British  ships ;  the  law  governing  the  liability  of 
shipowners,  the  relation  between  masters  and  seamen,  and  the 
procedure  with  regard  to  wrecks,  casualties,  and  salvage;  as 
well  as  the  rules  for  preventing  accidents  in  navigation,  for  the 
management  of  lighthouses,  for  the  appointment  and  supervision 
of  pilots,  and  for  the  administration  of  the  Mercantile  Marine 
Fund,  are  all  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  are 

Merchant        provided  for  by  The  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894  (57  &  58  Vict. 

189$fmg  cfc'  c.  60),  which  consolidates1  the  law  on  the  subject  and  repeals  all 
previous  enactments.  The  Board  of  Trade  is  authorized  to  carry 
into  execution  the  provisions  of  all  Acts  relating  to  merchant 
shipping  and  seamen,  except  where  it  is  otherwise  therein  pro- 
vided, or  so  far  as  the  revenue  is  concerned  (sect.  718).  All 
consular  officers  and  officers  of  customs  abroad,  and  local  marine 
boards  and  superintendents,  must  make  and  send  to  the  Board 
any'  returns  or  reports  on  any  matter  relating  to  British 
merchant  shipping  or  seamen  required  by  it  (sect.  714) ;  and  all 
superintendents  when  required  by  the  Board  must  produce  to  it 
or  its  officers  all  official  log-books  and  other  documents  delivered 

"  part  of  a  river  within  the  ebb  and  and  is  divided  into  the  following  parts  : 
"now  of  the  tide  at  ordinary  spring  Part  I.,  Registry  of  Ships;  Part  II., 
"  tides,  and  not  being  a  harbour.  Master  and  Seamen;  Part  III.,  Passenger 


"'Harbour  authority*  includes  all  and  Emigrant ;  Part  IV.,  Fishing  Boats  ; 

"  persons  or  bodies  of  persons,  corporate  Part   V.,    Safety  ;    Part    VI.,    Special 

"  or  incorporate,  being  proprietors  of  or  Shipping  Inquiriesand  Courts;  PartVII., 

"intrusted  with  the  duty,  or  invested  Delivery  of  Goods  ;  Part  VIII.,  Liability 

"  with  the  power  of  constructing,  im-  of  Ship  Owners ;  Part  IX.,  Wreck  and 

11  proving,  managing,  regulating,  main-  Salvage  ;   Part  X.,  Pilotage  ;  Part  XL, 

"  taming  or  lighting  a  harbour  ;  and  Lighthouses  ;    Part    XII.,    Mercantile 

"'conservancy  authority'  includes  all  Marine  Fund;  Part  XIII.,  Legal  Pro- 

"  persons  or  bodies  of  persons,  corporate  ceedings ;    Part   XIV.,    Supplemental. 

"  or  unincorporate,  intrusted  with  the  See   for  a  full  consideration   of    this 

"  duty  and  invested  with  the  power  of  branch  of  the  law,  Maude  &  Pollock's 

"conserving,  maintaining  or  improving  Laws    of    Shipping,    4th  ed.    (1881)  ; 

"  the  navigation  of  a  tida}  water ;  while  Williams'  &  Bruce's  Admiralty  Practice, 

Uige7ieral  lighthmise  autlu*rityy  has  the  2nd  ed.  (1886)  ;  Kay's  Law  relating  to 

"  same  meaning  as  the  term  has  in  the  Shipmasters  and  Seamen,  with  supple- 

"  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1854."  ment  comprising  the  Merchant  Shipping 

1  The  Act  repeals  thirty-three  entire  Act,   1894,    2nd   ed.,  by  Mansfield  & 

Acts  and  parts  of  fifteen  others.    It  Duncan ;    and     Sc  rut  ton's    Merchant 

consists  of  748  sections  and  22  schedules,  Shipping  Act,  1894,  2nd  ed.  (1895). 
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to  them  under  the  Act  (sect.  715).  Compliance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  may  be  enforced  by  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  commissioned  officers  of  the  Royal  Navy  on  full  pay, 
British  consular  officers,  the  Registrar-General  of  Shipping  and 
Seamen  and  his  assistant  chief  officers  of  customs,  and  super- 
intendents who  are  given  certain  powers  for  the  purpose  (sect.  728). 

The  regulations  for  navigation  on  the  high  seas  are  contained  Regulations 
in  Part  V.,  and  by  sect.  418  power  is  given  to  her  Majesty  tion^t^s 
upon  the  joint  recommendation  of  the  Admiralty  and  the  Board  of  25  &  20 
of  Trade,  by  Order  in  Council,  to  make  regulations  for  preventing 
collisions.     Such  regulations  are  to  apply  to  British  ships  every- 
where, and  to  foreign  ships  when  within  British  jurisdiction. 

By  Order  in  Council  of  27th  November,  1896,1  the  regulations 
of  1884  (except  article  10)  were  annulled  as  to  British  ships  as 
from  the  1st  July,  1897,  and  the  regulations  of  1897  were  sub- 
stituted for  them. 

By  sect.  424,  her  Majesty  is  empowered,  with  the  consent  of  the 
foreign  governments,  to  direct  that  the  regulations  shall  apply  to 
the  ships  of  foreign  countries,  whether  within  British  jurisdiction 
or  not,  and  that  such  ships  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  the  regula- 
tions, be  treated  as  if  they  were  British  ships.  By  Orders  in 
Council  of  18th  May  and  7th  July,  1897,  these  regulations  have 
been  applied  to  ships  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  Austria,  Hungary, 
Belgium,  Brazil,  Chili,  China,  Costa  Rica,  Guatemala,  Italy,  Japan, 
Mexico,  Netherlands,  Norway, Peru,  Portugal,  Russia,  Siam,  Spain, 
Sweden,  United  States,  with  a  proviso  that,  in  the  case  of  China, 
they  apply  only  to  ships  of  war  and  merchant  ships  of  foreign  type. 

In  the  case  of  collisions,  it  is  provided  by  sect.  419  (4),  that 
where  it  is  proved  to  the  Court  before  whom  the  case  is  tried 
that  any  of  the  collision  regulations  have  been  infringed,  the  ship 
by  which  the  regulations  have  been  infringed  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  in  fault,  until  it  is  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  that 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  made  departure  from  the  regula- 
tion necessary.2 

1  The  following  are  the  Rules  made  waters  connected  therewith,  navigable 

by  an  Order  in  Council  of  November  by  sea-going  vessels. 

27th,  1896  : —  In  the  following  Rules  every  steam  - 

SCHEDULE  I  vessel  which  is    under    sail    and    not 

under  steam  is  to  be  considered  a  sail- 

Preliminary.  ing- vessel,    and     every     vessel    under 

These  Rules  shall  be  followed -by  aU  steam,  whether  under  sail  or  not,  is  to 

vessels  upon  the  high  seas  and  in  aU  be  considered  a  steam- vessel. 


Cf.  Marsden'a  "  Collisions  at  Sea,"  4th  ed.  1897,  pp.  366  et  seq. 
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The  word  "steam-vessel"  shall  include 
any  vessel  propelled  by  machinery. 

A  vessel  is  "  under  way  "  within  the 
meaning  of  these  Rules  when  she  is  not 
at  anchor,  or  made  fast  to  the  shore  or 
aground. 

Rules  concerning  Lights,  $c. 

The  word  "  visible  "  in  these  Rules, 
when  applied  to  lights,  shall  mean 
visible  on  a  dark  night  with  a  clear 
atmosphere. 

Article  1.  The  Rules  concerning 
lights  shall  be  complied  with  in  all 
weathers  from  sunset  to  sunrise,  and 
during  such  time  no  other  lights  which 
may  be  mistaken  for  the  prescribed 
lights  shall  be  exhibited. 

Art.  2.  A  steam-vessel  when  under 
way  shall  carry — 

(a)  On  or  in  front  of  the  foremast,  or 
if  a  vessel  without  a  foremast,  then 
in  the  fore  part  of  the  vessel,  at  a 
height  above  the  hull  of  not  less  than 
20  feet,  and  if  the  breadth  of  the 
vessel  exceeds  20  feet,  then  at  a 
height  above  the  hull  not  less  than 
such  breadth,  so,  however,  that  the 
light  need  not  be  carried  at  a  greater 
height  above  the  hull  than  40  feet, 
a  bright  white  light,  so  constructed 
as  to  show  an  unbroken  light  over 
an  arc  of  the  horizon  of  20  points 
of  the  compass,  so  fixed  as  to  throw 
the  light  10  points  on  each  side  of 
the  vessel,  viz.,  from  right  ahead  to 
2  points  abaft  the  beam  on  either 
side,  and  of  such  a  character  as  to 
be  visible  at  a  distance  of  at  least 
5  miles. 

(5)  On  the  starboard  side  a  green 
light  so  constructed  as  to  show 
an  unbroken  light  over  an  arc 
of  the  horizon  of  10  ix>ints  of 
the  compass,  so  fixed  as  to  throw 
the  light  from  right  ahead  to  two 
points  abaft  the  beam  on  the  star- 
board side,  and  of  such  a  character 
as  to  be  visible  at  a  distance  of  at 
least  2  miles. 

(c)  On  the  port  side  a  red  light  so 
constructed  as  to  show  an  unbroken 
light  over  an  arc  of  the  horizon  of 
10  points  of  the  compass,  so  fixed 
as  to  throw  the  light  from  right 
ahead  to  two  points  abaft  the  beam 
on  the  port  side,  and  of  such  a 
character  as  to  te  visible  at  a 
distance  of  at  least  2  miles. 

(d)  The  said  green  and  red  side- 
lights shall  be  fitted  with  inboard 
screens  projecting  at  least  3  feet 
forward  from  the  light,  so  as  to 


prevent  these  lights  from  being  seen 
across  the  bow. 
(e)  A  steam-vessel  when  under  way 
may    carry    an    additional    white 
light  similar  in  construction  to  the 
light  mentioned  in  sub-division  (a). 
These  two  lights  shall  be  so  placed 
in  line  with  the  keel  that  one  shall 
be  at  least  15  feet  higher  than  the 
other,  and  in  such  a  position  with 
reference  to  each  other  that  the 
lower  light  shall  be  forward  of  the 
upper  one.    The  vertical  distance 
between  these  lights  shall  be  less 
than  the  horizontal  distance. 
Abt.  3.  A  steam-vessel  when  towing 
another  vessel  shall,  in  addition  to  her 
side-lights,    carry    two    bright    white 
lights  in  a  vertical  line  one  over  the 
other,  not  less  than  6  feet  apart,  and 
when  towing  more  than  one  vessel,  shall 
carry  an  additional  bright  white  b'ght 
6  feet  above  or  below  such  lights,  if  the 
length  of  the  tow,  measuring  from  the 
stern  of  the  towing  vessel  to  the  stern 
of  the  last  vessel  towed,  exceeds  600 
feet.    Each  of  these  lights  shall  be  of 
the  same  construction  and  character, 
and  shall  be  carried  in  the  same  position 
as     the    white    light    mentioned    in 
Article  2  (a),  except    the    additional 
light,  which  may  be  carried  at  a  height 
of  not  less  than  14  feet  above  the  hull. 
Such  steam-vessel  may  carry  a  small 
white  light  abaft  the  funnel  or  after- 
mast  for  the  vessel  towed  to  steer  by, 
but    such    light  shall   not  be   visible 
forward  of  the  beam. 

Abt.  4  («).  A  vessel  which  from  any 
accident  is  not  under  command,  shall 
carry  at  the  same  height  as  the  white 
light  mentioned  in  Article  2  (</),  where 
they  can  best  be  seen,  and,  if  a  steam- 
vessel,  in  lieu  of  that  light,  two  red 
lights,  in  a  vertical  line  one  over  the 
other,  not  less  than  6  feet  apart,  and 
of  such  a  character  as  to  be  visible  all 
round  the  horizon  at  a  distance  of  at 
least  2  miles  ;  and  shall  by  day  carry  in 
a  vertical  line  one  over  the  other,  not 
less  than  6  feet  apart,  where  they  can 
best  be  seen,  two  black  balls  or  shapes, 
each  2  feet  in  diameter. 

(V)  A  vessel  employed  in  laying  or  in 
picking  up  a  telegraph  cable  shall  carry 
m  the  same  position  as  the  white  light 
mentioned  in  Article  2  (a),  and,  if  a 
steam-vessel,  in  lieu  of  that  light,  three 
lights  in  a  vertical  line  one  over  the 
other,  not  less  than  6  feet  apart.  The 
highest  and  lowest  of  these  lights  shall 
be  red,  and  the  middle  light  shall  be 
white,  and  they  shall  be  of  such  a 
character  as  to  be  visible  all  round  the 
horizon,  at  a  distance  of  at  least  two 
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miles.  By  day  she  shall  carry  in  a 
vertical  line  one  over  the  other,  not  less 
than  6  feet  apart,  where  they  can  best 
be  seen,  three  shapes  not  less  than  2 
feet  in  diameter,  of  which  the  highest 
and  lowest  shall  be  globular  in  shape 
and  red  in  colour,  and  the  middle  one 
diamond  in  shape  and  white. 

(e)  The  vessels  referred  to  in  this 
Article,  when  not  making  way  through 
the  water,  shall  not  carry  the  side- 
lights, but  when  making  way  shall 
carry  them. 

(a)  The  lights  and  shapes  required 
to  be  shown  by  this  Article  are  to  be 
taken  by  other  vessels  as  signals  that 
the  vessel  showing  them  is  not  under 
command,  and  cannot  therefore  get  out 
of  the  way. 

These  signals  are  not  signals  of  vessels 
in  distress  and  requiring  assistance. 
Such  signals  are  contained  in  Article  31. 

Art.  5.  A  sailing-vessel  under  way, 
and  any  vessel  being  towed,  shall  carry 
the  same  lights  as  are  prescribed  by 
Article  2  for  a  steam-vessel  under  way, 
with  the  exception  of  the  white  lights 
mentioned  therein,  which  they  shall 
never  carry. 

Art.  6.  Whenever,  as  in  the  case  of 
small  vessels  under  way  during  bad  / 
weather,  the  green  and  red  side-lights 
cannot  be  fixed,  these  lights  shall  be 
kept  at  hand  lighted  and  ready  for  use  ; 
and  shall,  on  the  approach  of  or  to  other 
vessels,  be  exhibited  on  their  respective 
sides  in  sufficient  time  to  prevent 
collision  in  such  manner  as  to  make 
them  most  visible,  and  so  that  the  green 
light  shall  not  be  seen  on  the  port  side 
nor  the  red  light  on  the  starboard  side, 
nor,  if  practicable,  more  than  2  points 
abaft  the  beam  on  their  respective 
sides. 

To  make  the  use  of  these  portable 
lights  more  certain  and  easy,  the 
lanterns  containing  them  shall  each  be 
painted  outside  with  the  colour  of  the 
light  which  they  respectively  contain, 
and  shall  be  provided  with  proper 
screens. 

Art.  7.  Steam-vessels  of  less  than  40, 
and  vessels  under  oars  or  sails  of  less 
than  20,  tons  gross  tonnage  respectively, 
and  rowing-boats,  when  under  way, 
shall  not  be  obliged  to  carry  the  lights 
mentioned  in  Article  2  (a)  (b)  and  (c), 
but  if  they  do  not  carry  them  they 
shall  be  provided  with  the  following 
lights : — 

1.  Steam-vessels  of  less  than  40  tons 
shall  carry  : 

(a)  In  the  fore  part  of  the  vessel, 
or  on  or  in  front  of  the  funnel, 
where  it  can  best  be  seen,  and  at 


a  height  above  the  gunwale  of  not 
less  than  9  feet,  a  bright  white 
light  constructed  and  fixed  as 
prescribed  in  Article  2  (a),  and 
of  such  a  character  as  to  be 
visible  at  a  distance  of  at  least 
2  miles. 
(&)  Green  and  red  side-lights  con- 
structed and  fixed  as  prescribed 
in  Article  2  (&)  and  (<?),  and  of 
such  a  character  as  to  be  visible 
at  a  distance  of  at  least  one  mile, 
or  a  combined  lantern  showing  a 
green  light  an/l  a  red  light  from 
right  ahead  to  two  points  abaft 
the  beam  on  their  respective 
sides.  Such  lantern  shall  be 
carried  not  less  than  3  feet 
below  the  white  light. 

2.  Small  steamboats,  snch  as  are 
carried  by  sea-going  vessels,  may 
carry  the  white  light  at  a  less 
height  than  9  feet  above  the 
gunwale,  but  it  shall  be  carried 
above  the  combined  lantern, 
mentioned  in  sub-division  1  (&). 

3.  Vessels  under  oars  or  sail,  of  less 
than  twenty  tons,  shall  have  ready 
at  hand  a  lantern  with  a  green 
glass  on  one  side  and  a  red  glass  on 
the  other,  which,  on  the  approach 
of  or  to  other  vessels,  shall  be 
exhibited  in  sufficient  time  to 
prevent  collision,  so  that  the  green 
light  shall  not  be  seen  on  the  port 
side  nor  the  red  light  on  the 
starboard  side. 

4.  Rowing-boats,  whether  under  oars 
or  sail,  shall  have  ready  at  hand  a 
lantern  showing  a  white  light, 
which  shall  be  temporarily  ex- 
hibited in  sufficient  time  to  prevent 
collision. 

The  vessels  referred  to  in  this  Article 
shall  not  be  obliged  to  carry  the  lights 
prescribed  by  Article  4  (a),  and  Article 
11,  last  paragraph. 

Abt.  8.  Pilot-vessels,  when  engaged 
on  their  station  on  pilotage  duty,  shall 
not  show  the  lights  required  for  other 
vessels,  but  shall  carry  a  white  light  at 
the  masthead,  visible  all  round  the 
horizon,  and  shall  also  exhibit  a  flare-up 
light  or  flare-up  lights  at  short  intervals, 
which  shall  never  exceed  fifteen 
minutes. 

On  the  near  approach  of  or  to  other 
vessels  they  shall  have  their  side-lights 
lighted,  ready  for  use,  and  shall  flash  or 
show  them  at  short  intervals,  to  indicate 
the  direction  in  which  they  are  heading, 
but  the  green  light  shall  not  be  shown 
on  the  port  side,  nor  the  red  light  on 
the  starboard  side. 

A  pilot- vessel  of  such  a  class  as  to  be 
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obliged  to  go  alongside  of  a  vessel  to 
put  a  pilot  on  board,  may  show  tee 
white  light  instead  of  carrying  it  at 
the  masthead,  and  may,  instead  of  the 
coloured  lights  above  mentioned,  have 
at  liand  ready  for  use  a  lantern  with  a 
green  glass  on  the  one  side  and  a  red 
glass  on  the  other,  to  be  used  as 
prescribed  above. 

Pilot-vessels,  when  not  engaged  on 
their  station  on  pilotage  duty,  shall 
carry  lights  similar  to  those  of  other 
vessels  of  their  tonnage. 

Art.  9.* 

Abt.  10.  A  vessel  which  is  being  over- 
taken by  another  shall  show  from  her 
stern  to  such  last-mentioned  vessel  a 
white  light  or  a  flare-up  light. 

The  white  light  required  to  be  shown 
by  this  Article  may  be  fixed  and  carried 
in  .a  lantern,  but  in  such  case  the 
lantern  shall  be  so  constructed,  fitted, 
and  screened  that  it  shall  throw  an  un- 
broken light  over  an  arc  of  the  horizon 
of  12  points  of  the  compass,  vie.,  for 
6  points  from  right  aft  on  each  side  of 
the  vessel,  so  as  to  be  visibfe  at  a 
distance  of  at  least  one  mile.  Such 
light  shall  be  carried  as  nearly  as 
practicable  on  the  same  level  as  the 
side-lights. 

Art.  11.  A  vessel  under  150  feet  in 
length,  when  at  anchor,  shall  carry 
forward,  where  it  can  best  be  seen,  but 
at  a  height  not  exceeding  20  feet  above 
the  hull,  a  white  light  in  a  lantern  so 
constructed  as  to  show  a  clear,  uniform, 
and  unbroken  light  visible  all  round  the 
horizon  at  a  distance  of  at  least  one 

mile. 

A  vessel  of  loO  feet  or  upwards  in 
length,  when  at  anchor,  shall  carry  in 
the  forward  part  of  the  vessel,  at  a 
height  of  not  less  than  20,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding 40,  feet  above  the  hull,  one  such 
light,  and  at  or  near  the  stern  of  the 
vessel,  and  at  such  a  height  that  it  shall 
be  not  less  than  15  feet  lower  than  the 
forward  light,  another  such  light. 

The  length  of  a  vessel  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  the  length  appearing  in  her 
certificate  of  registry. 

A  vessel  aground  in  or  near  a  fairway 
shall  carry  the  above  light  or  lights  and 
the  2  red  lights  prescribed  by  Article 

4(a). 

Art.  12.  Every  vessel  may,  if 
necessary  in  order  to  attract  attention, 
in  addition  to  the  lights  which  she  is 

*  This  Article  will  deal  with  regula- 
tions affecting  fishing-boats,  and  will 
be  the  subject  of  another  Order,  which 
will  be  submitted  to  his  Majesty  for 
approval  at  a  later  date. 


by  these  Rules  required  to  carry,  show 
a  flare-up  light  or  use  any  detonating 
signal  that  cannot  be  mistaken  for  a 
distress  signal. 

Art.  13.  Nothing  in  these  Rules  shall 
interfere  with  the  operation  of  any 
special  rules  made  by  the  Government 
of  any  nation  with  respect  to  additional 
station  and  signal  lights  for  two  or  more 
ships  of  war  or  for  vessels  sailing  under 
convoy,  or  with  the  exhibition  of 
recognition  signals  adopted  by  ship- 
owners, which  have  been  authorized  by 
their  respective  Governments  and  duly 
registered  and  published. 

Art.  14.  A  steam- vessel  proceeding 
under  sail  only,  but  having  her  funnel 
up,  shall  carry  in  daytime,  forward, 
where  it  can  best  be  seen,  one  black  hall 
or  shape  2  feet  in  diameter. 

Sound  Signal*  for  Fog,  S?e~ 

Art.  15.  All  signals  prescribed  by 
this  Article  for  vessels  under  way  shall 
be  given : 

1.  By  "  steam- vessels  "  on  the  whistle 
or  siren. 

2.  By  *•  sailing-vessels  and  vessels 
"towed"  on  the  fog-horn. 

The  words  "  prolonged  blast "  used  in 
this  Article  shall  mean  a  blast  of  from 
4  to  6  seconds*  duration. 

A  8  team -vessel  shall  be  provided  with 
an  efficient  whistle  or  siren,  sounded  by 
steam  or  some  substitute  for  steam,  so 
.  placed  that  the  sound  may  not  be  inter- 
cepted by  any  obstruction,  and  with  an 
efficient  fog-horn,  to  be  sounded  by 
mechanical  means,  and  also  with  an 
efficient  bell.f  A  sailing-vessel  of  20 
tons  gross  tonnage  or  upwards  shall  be 
provided  with  a  similar  fog-horn  and 
bell. 

If  fog,  mist,  falling  snow,  or  heavy 
rain  storms,  whether  by  day  or  night, 
the  signals  described  in  this  Article 
shall  be  used  as  follows  ;  viz. : — 

(a)  A  steam-vessel  having  way  upon 
her  shall  sound,  at  intervals  of  not 
more  than  2  minutes,  a  prolonged 
blast, 
(ft)  A  steam-vessel  under  way,  but 
stopped  and  having  no  way  upon 
her,  shall  sound,  at  intervals  of  not 
more  than  2  minutes,  two  pro- 
longed blasts,  with  an  interval  of 
about  1  second  between  them. 
(c)  A  sailing-vessel  under  way  shall 

f  In  all  cases  where  the  Rules  require 
a  bell  to  be  used  a  drum  may  be  sub- 
stituted on  board  Turkish  vessels,  or  a 
gong  where  such  articles  are  used  on 
board  small  sea-going  vessels. 
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sound,   at   intervals  of  not  more 
than  one  minute,  when  on  the  star- 
board tack  one  blast,  when  on  the 
port  tack  two  blasts  in  succession , 
and  when  with  the  wind  abaft  the 
beam  three  blasts  in  succession. 
(d)  A  vessel,  when  at  anchor,  shall, 
at  intervals  of  not  more  than  one 
minute,  ring  the  bell  rapidly  for 
about  five  seconds. 
(0)  A  vessel,  when  towing,  a  vessel 
employed  in  laying  or  in  picking 
up  a  telegraph  cable,  and  a  vessel 
under  way,  which  is  unable  to  get 
out  of  the  way  of  an  approaching 
vessel   through    being  not    under 
command,  or  unable  to  manoeuvre 
as  required  by  these  Rules,  shall 
instead  of  the  signals  prescribed  in 
sub-divisions  (a)  and  (0)  of  this 
Article,  at  intervals  of  not  more 
than    two    minutes,    sound    three 
blasts  in  succession,  viz. :  one  pro- 
longed blast  followed  by  two  short 
blasts.    A  vessel  towed  may  give 
this  signal,  and  she  shall  not  give 
any  other. 
Sailing- vessels  and  boats  of  less  than 
twenty  tons  gross  tonnage  shall  not  be 
obliged   to  give  the  above-mentioned 
signals,  but  if  they  do  not,  they  shall 
make  some  other  efficient  sound-signal 
at  intervals   of   not    more   than   one 
minute. 

Speed  of  Ships  to  be  Moderate  in 
Fog,  $c. 

Abt.  16.  Every  vessel  shall,  in  a  fog, 
mist,  falling  snow,  or  heavy  rain  storms, 
go  at  a  moderate  speed,  having  careful 
regard  to  the  existing  circumstances 
and  conditions. 

A  steam-vessel  hearing,  apparently 
forward  of  her  beam,  the  fog-signal  of  a 
vessel  the  position  of  which  is  not 
ascertained,  shall,  so  far  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  admit,  stop  her 
engines,  and  then  navigate  with  caution 
until  danger  of  collision  is  over. 

Steering  and  Sailing  Rules. 
Preliminary. — Risk  of  Collision. 

Risk  of  collision  can,  when  circum- 
stances permit,  be  ascertained  by  care- 
fully watching  the  compass  bearing  of 
an  approaching  vessel.  If  the  bearing 
does  not  appreciably  change,  such  risk 
should  be  deemed  to  exist. 

Abt.  17.  When  two  sailing-vessels 
are  approaching  one  another,  so  as  to 
involve  risk  of  collision,  one  of  them 
shall  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the  other, 
as  follows,  viz. : — 

(a)  A  vessel  which  is  running  free 

L.W. 


shall  keep  out  of  the  way  of  a 
vessel  which  is  close-hauled. 

(b)  A  vessel  which  is  close-hauled  on 
the  port  tack  shall  keep  out  of  the 
way  of  a  vessel  which  is  close- 
hauled  on  the  starboard  tack. 

(0)  When  both  are  running  free,  with 
the  wind  on  different  sides,  the 
vessel  which  has  the  wind  on  the 
port  side  shall  keep  out  of  the  way 
of  the  other. 

(d)  When  both  are  running  free, 
with  the  wind  on  the  same  side, 
the  vessel  which  is  to  windward 
shall  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the 
vessel  which  is  to  leeward. 

(e)  A  vessel  which  has  the  wind  aft 
shall  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the 
other  vessel. 

Art.  18.  When  two  steam-vessels  are 
meeting  end  on,  or  nearly  end  on,  so  as 
to  involve  risk  of  collision,  each  shall 
alter  her  course  to  starboard,  so  that 
each  may  pass  on  the  port  side  of  the 
other. 
This  article   only   applies   to  cases 
where  vessels  are  meeting  end  on, 
or  nearly  end  on,  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  involve  risk  of  collision,  and 
does  not  apply  to  two  vessels  which 
must,  if  both  keep  on  their  re- 
spective courses,  pass  clear  of  each 
other. 
The  only  cases  to  which  it  does  apply 
are,  when  each  of  the  two  vessels  is 
end  on,  or  nearly  end  on,  to  the 
other ;  in  other  words,  to  cases  in 
which,  by  day,  each  vessel  sees  the 
masts  of  the  other  in  a  line,  or 
nearly  in  a  line,  with  her  own  ;  and 
by  night,  to  cases  in  which  each 
vessel  is  in  such  a  position  as  to 
see    both    the   side  lights  of    the 
other. 
It  does  not  apply,  by  day,  to  cases  in 
which  a  vessel  sees  another  ahead 
crossing  her  own  course ;    or    by 
night,  to  cases  where  the  red  light 
of  one  vessel  is  opposed  to  the  red 
light  of  the  other,  or  where  the 
green  light  of  one  vessel  is  opposed 
to  the  green  light  of  the  other,  or 
where  a  red  light  without  a  green 
light,  or  a  green  light  without  a  red 
light,  is  seen  ahead,  or  where  both 
green  and  red  b'ghts  are  seen  any- 
where but  ahead. 
Abt.  19.  When  two  steam-vessels  are 
crossing,  so  as  to  involve  risk  of  collision, 
the  vessel  which  has  the  other  on  her 
own  starboard  side  shall  keep  out  of  the 
way  of  the  other. 

Art.  20.  When  a  steam- vessel  and  a 
sailing-vessel  are  proceeding  in  such 
directions  as  to  involve  risk  of  collision, 

27 
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the  steam-vessel  shall  keep  out  of  the 
way  of  the  sailing-vessel. 

Art.  21.  Where  by  any  of  these 
Rules  one  of  two  vessels  is  to  keep  out 
of  the  way,  the  other  shall  keep  her 
course  and  speed. 

Note. — When,  in  consequence  of  thick 
weather  or  other  causes,  such  vessel 
finds  herself  so  close  that  collision  can- 
not be  avoided  by  the  action  of  the 
giving- way  vessel  alone,  she  also  shall 
take  such  action  as  will  best  aid  to  avert 
collision.    (See  Articles  27  and  29). 

Akt.  22.  Every  vessel  which  is 
directed  by  these  Rules  to  keep  out  of 
the  way  of  another  vessel  shall,  if  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  admit,  avoid 
crossing  ahead  of  the  other. 

Art.  23.  Every  steam-vessel  which 
is  directed  by  these  Rules  to  keep  out 
of  the  way  of  another  vessel  shall,  on 
approaching  her,  if  necessary,  slacken 
her  speed  or  stop  or  reverse. 

Art.  24.  Notwithstanding  anything 
contained  in  these  Rules,  every  vessel 
overtaking  any  other  shall  keep  out  of 
the  wav  of  the  overtaken  vessel. 
Every  vessel  coming  up  with  another 
vessel    from    any    direction  more 
than  two  points  abaft  her  beam, 
i.e.,     in    such    a    position,    with 
reference  to  the  vessel  which  she  is 
overtaking,  that  at  night  she  would 
be  unable  to  see  either  of    that 
vessel's  side  lights,  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  an  overtaking  vessel ;  and  no 
subsequent  alteration  of  the  bear- 
ing between  the  two  vessels  shall 
make     the    overtaking    vessel    a 
crossing  vessel  within  the  meaning 
of  these  Rules,  or  relieve  her  of  the 
duty  of  keeping  clear  of  the  over- 
taken vessel  until  she  is  finally  past 
and  clear. 
As  by  day  the  overtaking  vessel  can- 
not always  know  with  certainty 
whether  she  is  forward  of  or  abaft 
this  direction  from  the  other  vessel, 
she  should,  if  in  doubt,  assume  that 
she  is  an  overtaking  vessel   and 
keep  out  of  the  way. 
Abt.  25.  In  narrow  channels  every 
steam- vessel  shall,  when  it  is  safe  and 
practicable,  keep  to  that  side  of  the 
fairway  or  mid  channel  which  lies  on 
the  starboard  side  of  such  vessel. 

Art.  26.  Sailing-vessels  under  way 
shall  keep  out  of  the  way  of  sailing- 
vessels  or  boats  fishing  with  nets,  or 
lines,  or  trawls.  This  Rule  shall  not 
give  to  any  vessel  or  boat  engaged  in 
fishing  the  right  of  obstructing  a  fair- 
way used  by  vessels  other  than  fishing- 
vessels  or  boats. 
Art.  27.  In  obeying  and  construing 


these  rules,  due  regard  shall  be  had  to 
all  dangers  of  navigation  and  collision, 
and  to  any  special  circumstances  which 
may  render  a  departure  from  the  above 
Rules  necessary  in  order  to  avoid 
immediate  danger. 

Sound  Signal*  for  Vessels  in  Sight  of 
One  Another. 

Art.  28.  The  words  "short  blast" 
used  in  this  Article  shall  mean  a  blast 
of  about  one  second's  duration. 

When  vessels  are  in  sight  of  one 
another,  a  steam- vessel  under  way,  in 
taking  any  course  authorised  or  required 
by  these  Rules,  shall  indicate  that  course 
by  the  following  signals  on  her  whistle 
or  siren,  viz. : — 

One  short  blast  to  mean,  "I  am 
directing  my  course  to  starboard." 

Two  short  blasts  to  mean,  "I  am 
directing  my  course  to  port." 

Three  short  blasts  to  mean,  "My 
engines  are  going  full  speed  astern/1 


Xo   Vessel  under  any  Circumstances  tv 
neglect  proper  Precautions. 

Art.  29.  Nothing  in  these  Rules  shall 
exonerate  any  vessel,  or  the  owner,  or 
master,  or  crew  thereof,  from  the  con- 
sequences of  any  neglect  to  carry  lights 
or  signals,  or  of  any  neglect  to  keep  a 
proper  look  out,  or  of  the  neglect  of 
any  precaution  which  may  be  required 
by  the  ordinary  practice  of  seamen,  or  by 
the  special  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Reservation  of  Rules  for  Harbours  and 
Inland  Navigation. 

Art.  30.  Nothing  in  these  Rules  shall 
interfere  with  the  operation  of  a  special 
rule,  duly  made  by  local  authority, 
relative  to  the  navigation  of  any 
harbour,  river,  or  inland  waters. 

Schedule  II. 
Distress  Signals. 

Art.  31.  When  a  vessel  is  in  distress 
and  requires  assistance  from  other 
vessels  or  from  the  shore,  the  following 
shall  be  the  signals  to  be  used  or  dis- 
played by  her,  either  together  or 
separately  ;  viz. : — 

In  the  daytime — 

1.  A  gun  or  other  explosive  signal 

fired  at  intervals  of  about  a 
minute ; 

2.  The  International  Code  signal  of 

distress  indicated  by  N.C. 

3.  The  distant  signal,  consisting  of 

a  square  flag,  having  either 
above  or  below  it  a  ball  or 
anything  resembling  a  ball ; 
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4.  A  continuous  sounding  with  any 
fog-signal  apparatus. 
At  night — 

1.  A  gun  or  other  explosive  signal 

fired  at  intervals  of  about  a 
minute ; 

2.  Flames  on  the  vessel  (as  from  a 

burning  tar-barrel,  oil-barrel, 

&c); 

3.  Rockets  or  shells,  throwing  stars 

of  any  colour  or  description, 
fired  one  at  a  time,  at  short 
intervals. 

4.  A  continuous  sounding  with  any 

fog-signal  apparatus. 

Lights  for  Fish  ing -boats  under  Order 
of  Council  of  August  llfA,  1884. 

Schedule  referred  to  in  this  Order. 

Abt.  10.  Open  boats  and  fishing- 
vessels  of  less  than  20  tons  net  registered 
tonnage,  when  under  way  and  when  not 
having  their  nets,  trawls,  dredges,  or 
lines  in  the  water  shall  not  be  obliged 
to  carry  the  coloured  side  lights;  but 
every  such  boat  and  vessel  shall  in  lieu 
thereof  have  ready  at  hand  a  lantern 
with  a  green  glass  on  the  one  side  and  a 
red  glass  on  the  other  side,  and  on 
approaching  to  or  being  approached  by 
another  vessel  such  lantern  shall  be 
exhibited  in  sufficient  time  to  prevent 
collision,  so  that  the  green  light  shall 
not  be  seen  on  the  port  side  nor  the  red 
light  on  the  starboard  side. 

The  following  portion  of  this  Article 
applies  only  to  fishing- vessels  and  boats 
when  in  the  sea  off  the  coast  of  Europe 
lying  north  of  Cape  Finisterre : 
(a)  All  fishing-vessels  and  fishing- 
boats  of  20  tons  net  registered 
tonnage,  or  upwards,  when  under 
way  and  when  not  required  by  the 
following  regulations  in  this  Article 
to  carry  and  show  the  lights  therein 
named,  shall  carry  and  show  the 
8a me  lights  as  other  vessels  under 
way. 
(J)  All  vessels  when  engaged  in  fish- 
ing with  drift  nets  shall  exhibit 
two  white  lights  from  any  part  of 
the  vessel  where  they  can  be  best 
seen.  Such  lights  shall  be  placed 
so  that  the  vertical  distance 
between  them  shall  be  not  less 
than  6  feet  and  not  more  than 
10  feet ;  and  so  that  the  horizontal 
distance  between  them  measured 
in  a  line  with  the  keel  of  the  vessel 
shall  not  be  less  than  5  feet  and 
not  more  than  10  feet.  The 
lower  of  these  two  lights  shall  be 
the  more  forward,  and  both  of 
them  shall  be  of  such  a  character, 


and  contained  in  lanterns  of  such 
construction  as  to  show  all  round 
the  horizon,  on  a  dark  night  with 
a  clear  atmosphere,  for  a  distance 
of  not  less  than  three  miles. 
(#*)  A  vessel  employed  in  line  fishing 
with  her  lines  out  shall  carry  the 
same  lights  as  a  vessel  when 
engaged  in  fishing  with  drift 
nets. 

(d)  If  a  vessel  when  fishing  becomes 
stationary  in  consequence  of  her 
gear  getting  fast  to  a  rock  or  other 
obstruction,  she  shall  show  the 
light  and  make  the  fog-signal  for  a 
vessel  at  anchor. 

(e)  Fishing-vessels  and  open  boats 
may  at  any  time  use  a  flare-up  in 
addition  to  the  lights  which  they 
are  by  this  Article  required  to 
carry  and  show.  All  flare-up  lights 
exhibited  by  a  vessel  when  trawl- 
ing, dredging,  or  fishing  with  any 
kind  of  drag  net  shall  be  shown  at 
the  after  part  of  the  vessel,  except- 
ing that,  if  the  vessel  is  hanging  by 
the  stern  to  her  trawl,  dredge,  or 
drag  net,  they  shall  be  exhibited 
from  the  bow. 

(/)  Every  fishing- vessel  and  every 
open  boat  when  at  anchor  between 
sunset  and  sunrise  shall  exhibit  a 
white  light  visible  all  round  the 
horizon  at  a  distance  of  at  least  1 
mile. 

(^)  In  fog,  mist,  or  falling  snow,  a 
drift  net  vessel  attached  to  her 
nets,  and  a  vessel  when  trawling, 
dredging,  or  fishing  with  any  kind 
of  drag  net,  and  a  vessel  employed 
in  line  fishing  with  her  lines  out, 
shall  at  intervals  of  not  more  than 
two  minutes  make  a  blast  with  her 
fog-horn  and  ring  her  bell  alter- 
nately. 

• 

Lights  for  Trawlers  under    Order  of 
Council,  December  30th,  1884. 

Whereas  by  an  Order  in  Council 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act  Amendment  Act,  1862, 
and  dated  the  11th  day  of  August,  1884, 
her  Majesty,  on  the  joint  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Admiralty  and  the  Board  of 
Trade,  was  pleased  to  direct  that  on 
and  after  the  1st  day  of  September, 
1884,  the  Regulations  in  the  Schedule 
thereto  should,  so  far  as  regarded 
British  ships  and  boats,  be  substituted 
for  the  Regulations  for  preventing 
collisions  at  sea  contained  in  the  First 
Schedule  to  an  Order  in  Council  made 
as  aforesaid  and  dated  the  14th  day  of 
August,  1879. 
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And  whereas  by  the  Regulations  con- 
tained in  the  Schedule  to  the  same  Order 
in  Council  of  the  11th  day  of  August, 
1884,  it  is  provided  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

Abt.  3.  A  sea-going  steamship  when 
under  way  shall  carry — 
(a)  On  or  in  front  of  the  foremast,  at 
a  height  above  the  hull  of  not  less 
than  20  feet,  and  if  the  breadth  of 
the  ship  exceeds  20  feet,  then  at  a 
height  above  the  hull  not  less  than 
such  breadth,  a  bright  white  light, 
so  constructed  as  to  show  an 
uniform  and  unbroken  light  over  an 
arc  of  the  horizon  of  twenty  points 
of  the  compass,  so  fixed  as  to  throw 
the  light  ten  points  on  each  side  of 
the  ship,  viz.,  from  right  ahead  to 
two  points  abaft  the  beam  on 
either  side,  and  of  such  a  character 
as  to  be  visible  on  a  dark  night, 
with  a  clear  atmosphere,  at  a 
distance  of  at  least  5  miles. 
(})  On  the  starboard  side,  a  green 
light  so  constructed  as  to  show  an 
uniform  and  unbroken  light  over 
an  arc  of  the  horizon  of  ten  points 
of  the  compass,  so  fixed  as  to  throw 
the  light  from  right  ahead  to  two 

Eoints  abaft  the  beam  on  the  star- 
oard  side,  and  of  such  a  character 
as  to  be  visible  on  a  dark  night, 
with  a  clear  atmosphere,  at  a 
distance  of  at  least  2  miles. 

(c)  On  the  port  side,  a  red  light,  so 
constructed  as  to  show  an  uniform 
and  unbroken  light  over  an  arc  of 
the  horizon  of  ten  points  of  the 
compass,  so  fixed  as  to  throw  the 
light  from  right  ahead  to  two  points 
abaft  the  beam  on  the  port  side, 
and  of  such  a  character  as  to  be 
visible  on  a  dark  night,  with  a  clear 
atmosphere,  at  a  distance  of  at 
least  2  miles. 

(d)  The  said  green  and  red  side  lights 
shall  be  fitted  with  inboard  screens 
projecting  at  least  3  feet  forward 
from  the  light,  so  as  to  prevent 
these  lights  from  being  seen  across 
the  bow. 

Abt.  6.  A  sailing  ship  under  way,  or 
being  towed,  shall  carry  the  same  lights 
as  are  provided  by  Article  3  for  a 
steamship  under  way,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  white  light,  which  she  shall 
never  carry. 
Abt.  10. 

(a)  All  fishing-vessels  and  fishing- 
boats  of  20  tons  net  registered 
tonnage,  or  upwards,  when  under 
way  and  when  not  required  by 
the  following  Regulations  in  this 
Article  to  carry  and  show  the 
lights  therein  named,  shall  carry 


and  show  the  same  lights  as  other 
vessels  under  way. 
And  whereas  the  Admiralty  and  the 
Board  of  Trade  have,  in  pursuance  of 
the  said  recited   Act,  jointly  recom- 
mended   to     her    Majesty    that   the 
Regulations  contained  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  said  recited  Order  in  Council  of 
the  11th  day  of  August,  1884,  shall  as 
regards  British  fishing- vessels  and  boats 
when  in  the  sea  off  the  coast  of  Europe, 
lying  north  -of    Cape    FiniBterre,    be 
modified   and   added    to   in    manner 
following ;  that  is  to  say, — 
That  as  regards  steam-vessels  engaged 
in  trawling,  such  vessels,  if  of  20 
tons    gross    register    tonnage   or 
upwards,  and  having  their  trawls 
in    the   water,    and    not     being 
stationary  in  consequence  of  their 
gear  getting  fast  to  a  rock  or  other 
obstruction,  should,  if  they  do  not 
carry  the  lights  required  by  the 
said  recited  Article  3  of  the  Regu- 
lations aforesaid,  be  permitted  to 
carry  and  show  in  lieu  thereof  and 
in  substitution  therefor,  but  not  in 
addition  thereto,  whilst  so  engaged 
in  trawling,  and  having  their  trawls 
in     the    water,    and    not    being 
stationary  as  aforesaid,  other  lights 
of  the    description    set    forth    in 
Part  I.  of  the  Schedule  hereto  ;  and 
that    when  under  way,  and  not 
having  their  trawls  in  the  water, 
they  should  carry  and    show  the 
lights  required  by  Article  3  above 
recited  : 
And  that  as  regards  sailing-vessels 
engaged  in  trawling,  such  vessels, 
if  of  20  tons  net  register  tonnage  or 
upwards,  and  having  their  trawls 
in    the    water,    and    not    being 
stationary  in  consequence  of  their 
gear  getting  fast  to  a  rock  or  other 
obstruction,  should,  if  they  do  not 
carry  the  lights  required  by  the 
said  recited  Article  6  of  the  Regula- 
tions aforesaid,  be    permitted    to 
carry  and  show  in  lieu  thereof  and 
in  substitution  therefor,  but  not  in 
addition  thereto,  whilst  so  engaged 
in  trawling,     and    having     their 
trawls  in  the  water,  and  not  being 
stationary  as  aforesaid,  other  lights 
of  the   description    set    forth    in 
Part  II.  of  the  Schedule  hereto ; 
and  that  when  under  way,  and  not 
having  their  trawls  in  the  water, 
they  should  carry  and   show  the 
lights  required  by  Article  6  above 
recited. 
Now,    therefore,    her    Majesty,    by 
virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  her  by 
the  said  Act,  and  by  and   with    the 
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advice  of  her  Privy  Council,  is  pleased 
to  direct  that  on  and  after  the  first  day 
of  January,  1885,  the  Regulations  con- 
tained in  the  Schedule  to  the  said 
recited  Order  in  Council  of  the  11th 
day  of  August,  1884,  shall,  as  regards 
British  fishing- vessels  and  boats  when 
in  the  sea  off  the  coast  of  Europe,  lying 
north  of  Cape  Finisterre,  be  modified 
and  added  to  as  follows,  viz. : — 

As  regards  steam-vessels  engaged  in 
trawling  when  under  steam,  such 
vessels,  if  of  20  tons  gross  register 
tonnage  or  upwards,  and  having 
their  trawls  in  the  water,  and  not 
being  stationary  in  consequence  of 
their  gear  getting  fast  to  a  rock  or 
other  obstruction,    shall   between 
sunset  and  sunrise  either  carry  and 
show  the  lights  required  by   the 
said    recited    Article    3     of     the 
Regulations    aforesaid,    or     thall 
carry  and  show  in  lieu  thereof  and 
in  substitution  therefor,  but  not  in 
addition  thereto,  other  lights  of  the 
description  set  forth  in  Part  I.  of 
the  Schedule  hereto ; 
As  regards  sailing-vessels  engaged  in 
trawling,  such  vessels,  if  of  20  tons 
net  register  tonnage  or  upwards, 
and  having   their    trawls  in  the 
water,  and  not  being  stationary  in 
consequence  of  their  gear  getting 
fast  to  a  rock  or  other  obstruction, 
shall   between  sunset  and  sunrise 
either  carry  and  show  the  lights 
required     by     the     said    recited 
Article  6  of  the  Regulations  afore- 
said, or  shall  carry  and  show  in  lieu 
thereof  and  in  substitution  there- 
for,  but  not  in  addition   thereto, 
other  lights  of  the  description  set 
forth  in    Part  II.  of  the  Schedule 
hereto. 
The  red  and  green  lights,  which  are 
by  this  Order  permitted  as  aforesaid  to 
be  carried  in  lieu  of  the  lights  required 
by  Articles  3  and  6  of  the  said  recited 
Regulations  respectively,    shall  be  of 
such  a  character  as  to  be  visible  at  a 
distance  of  not  less  than  2  miles  on  a 
dark  night,  with  a  clear  atmosphere. 

And  her  Majesty  is  pleased  further 
to  direct  that  steam-vessels  of  20  tons 
gross  register  tonnage  or  upwards,  and 
sailing-vessels  of  20  tons  net  register 
tonnage  or  upwards,  engaged  in  trawl- 
ing, when  under  way  between  sunset 
and  sunrise,  but  not  having  their  trawls 
in  the  water,  shall,  if  steam-ships,  carry 
and  show  the  lights  required  by 
Article  3  above  recited,  and  if  sailing- 
ships,  shall  cany  and  show  the  lights 
required  by  Article  6  above  recited : 
Provided,  however,  that  the  modifica- 


tions and  additions  set  forth  in 
Parts  I.,  II.,  of  the  Schedule  hereto 
shall  not  be  applicable  to  the  fishing 
vessels  and  boats  of  any  foreign 
country,  unless  and  until  the  same 
shall  have  been  made  applicable  thereto 
by  Order  in  Council. 

Schedule. 
Part  L — Steam-  Vessel*, 

(1)  On  or  in  front  of  the  foremast 
head  and  in  the  same  position  as  the 
white  light  which  other  steam-ships  are 
required  to  carry,  a  lanthorn,  showing 
a  white  light  ahead,  a  green  light  on 
the  starboard  side,  and  a  red  light  on 
the  port  side  ;  such  lanthorn  shall  be  so 
constructed,  fitted,  and  arranged  as  to 
show  an  uniform  and  unbroken  white 
light  over  an  arc  of  the  horizon  of  four 
points  of  the  compass,  an  uniform  and 
unbroken  green  light  over  an  arc  of  the 
horizon  of  ten  points  of  the  compass, 
and  an  uniform  and  unbroken  red 
light  over  an  arc  of  the  horizon  of  ten 
points  of  the  compass,  and  it  shall  be  so 
fixed  as  to  show  the  white  light  from 
right  ahead  to  two  points  on  the  bow 
on  each  side  of  the  ship,  the  green  light 
from  two  points  on  the  starboard  bow 
to  four  points  abaft  the  beam  on  the 
starboard  side,  and  the  red  light  from 
two  points  on  the  port  bow  to  four 
points  abaft  the  beam  on  the  port  side  : 
and  (2)  a  white  light  in  a  globular 
lanthorn  of  not  less  than  8  inches 
in  diameter,  and  so  constructed  as  to 
show  a  clear,  uniform,  and  unbroken 
light  all  round  the  horizon  ;  the  lanthorn 
containing  such  white  light  shall  be 
carried  lower  than  the  lanthorn  showing 
the  green,  white,  and  red  lights  as 
aforesaid,  so,  however,  that  the  vertical 
distance  between  them  shall  not  be  less 
than  0  feet  nor  more  than  12  feet. 

Part  II. — Sailing- Vessels. 

(1.)  On  or  in  front  of  the  foremast 
head  a  lanthorn  having  a  green  glass  on 
the  starboard  side  and  a  red  glass  on  the 
port  side,  so  constructed,  fitted,  and 
arranged  that  the  red  and  green  do  not 
converge,  and  so  as  to  show  an  uniform 
and  unbroken  green  light  over  an  arc 
of  the  horizon  of  twelve  points  of  the 
compass,  and  an  uniform  and  unbroken 
red  light  over  an  arc  of  the  horizon  of 
twelve  points  of  the  compass,  and  it  shall 
be  so  fixed  as  to  show  the  green  light 
from  right  ahead,  to  four  points  abaft 
the  beam  on  the  starboard  side,  and  the 
red  light  from  right  ahead  to  four  points 
abaft  the  beam  on  the  port  side  :  and 
(2)  a  white  light  in  a  globular  lanthorn 
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Sect.  420  provides  for  the  enforcement  of  the  regulations  by 
means  of  surveyors  empowered  to  inspect  vessels,  and  to  point  out 
to  masters  and  owners  any  deficiencies,  and  the  mode  of  meeting 
the  same,  and  to  grant  certificates  that  vessels  are  properly  pro- 


of not  less  than  8  inches  in  diameter, 
and  so  constructed  as  to  show  a  clear, 
uniform,  and  unbroken  light  all  round 
the  horizon  ;  the  lanthorn  containing 
such  white  light  shall  be  carried  lower 
than  the  lanthorn  showing  the  green 
and  red  lights  as  aforesaid,  so,  however, 
that  the  vertical  distance  between  them 
shall  not  be  less  than  6  feet  and  not 
more  than  12  feet. 

Light*  for   Trawlers   under    Order  of 
Council,  June  24M,  1885. 

Whereas   by  an   Order   in    Council 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  Merchant 
{Shipping  Act  Amendment  Act,    1802, 
and  dated  the  30th  day  of  December, 
1884,  her  Majesty,  on  the  joint  recom- 
mendation of  the   Admiralty  and  the 
Board  of  Trade,  was  pleased  to  direct 
that  on  and    after  the    first    day    of 
January,  1885,    the    Regulations  con- 
tained in  the  Schedule  to  an  Order  in 
Council  made  as  aforesaid,  and  dated 
the  11th  day  of  August,  1884,  should,  as 
regards  British  fishing- vessels  and  boats, 
when  in  the  sea  off  the  coast  of  Europe 
lying    north    of    Cape    Finisterre,    be 
modified  and  added   to,  biter  alia,  as 
follows,  viz.  : — 
As  regards  sailing-vessels  engaged  in 
trawling,  such  vessels,  if  of  20  tons 
net  register  tonnage  or  upwards, 
and  having  their    trawls  in    the 
water,  and  not  being  stationary  in 
consequence  of  their  gear  getting 
fast  to  a  rock  or  other  obstruction, 
shall  between  sunset  and  sunrise 
either  carry  and  show  the  lights 
required  by  Article  6  of  the  Regu- 
lations aforesaid,  or  shall  cany  and 
show  in  lieu  thereof,  and  in  sub- 
stitution   therefor,    but     not     in 
addition  thereto,    other  lights  of 
the  description  set  forth  in  Part  II. 
of  the  Schedule  to  the  said  recited 
Order  in  Council  of  the  30th  day 
of  December,  1884. 
And  whereas  the  Admiralty  and  the 
Board  of  Trade  have,  in  pursuance  of 
the    said  recited  Act,  jointly  recom- 
mended   to    her    Majesty     that     the 
Regulations  contained  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  said  recited  Order  in  Council  of 
the  11th  day  of  August,  1884,  shall,  as 
regards  sailing-vessels  when  engaged  in 
trawling,  be  further  modified  and  added 
to  in  manner    following;   that  is    to 
say,— 


As  regards  sailing-vessels  engaged  in 
trawling,  such  vessels  having  their 
trawls    in     the    water    and    not 
being  stationary  in  consequence  of 
their  gear  getting  fast  to  a  rock  or 
other   obstruction,  if  they  do  not 
carry  and  show  the  lights  required 
by  Article  6   of  the  Regulations 
aforesaid,  or  the  other  lights  of  the 
description  set  forth  in  Part  II.  of 
the  Schedule  to  the  said  recited 
Order  in  Council  of  the  30th  of 
December,  1884,  shall  carry  and 
show  in  lieu  of  the  lights  required 
by  Article   6  of   the   Regulations 
aforesaid,  or  the  other  lights  of  the 
description  set  forth  in  paragraph 
2  of  the  Schedule  to  the  said  recited 
Order,  other  lights  as  follows  ;  that 
is  to  say, — 
A  white  light  in  a  globular  lanthorn 
of    not     less    than    8    inches    in 
diameter,  and  so  constructed  as  to 
show  a  clear,  uniform,  and  unbroken 
light  all  round  the  horizon,  and 
visible  on  a  dark  night,    with  a 
clear  atmosphere,  for  a    distance 
of  at    least  2   miles;  and  also    a 
sufficient  supply  of  red  pyrotechnic 
lights  which  shall  each  burn  for  at 
least  thirty  seconds,  and  shall,  when 
so  burning,  be  visible  for  the  same 
distance  under  the  same  conditions 
as  the  white  light.   The  white  light 
shall    be    shown   from    sunset    to 
sunrise,  and  one  of  the  red  pyro- 
technic lights  shall  be  shown  on 
approaching,  or  on  being  approached 
by,  another  ship  or  vessel  in  suffi- 
cient time  to  prevent  collision. 
Now,    therefore,    her    Majesty,    by 
virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  her  by 
the  said  Act,  and   by  and   with    the 
advice  of  her  Privy  Council,  is  pleased 
to  direct  that  on  and  after  the  24th  day 
of  June,  1885,  the  Regulations  contained 
in  the  Schedule  to  the  Order  in  Council 
of  the  11th  day  of  August,  1884,  shall, 
as  regards  British  sailing  fishing-vessels 
and  boats,  when  in  the  sea  off  the  coast 
of  Europe  lying  north  of  Cape  Finisterre, 
be    further    modified    and    added    to 
accordingly  ;  that  is  to  say,  such  sailing- 
vessels  shall,  whatever  be  their  tonnage, 
be  at  liberty  to  carry  the  substituted 
lights  hereinbefore  described  in  lieu  of, 
and    in    substitution    for,   but  not  in 
addition  to,  the  lights  prescribed  to  be 
carried  by  such  sailing-vessels  by  the 
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vided  with  lights,  and  the  means  of  making  signals  in  pursuance 
of  the  regulations,  it  being  enacted  that  no  collectors  of  customs  at 
any  port  shall  clear  any  ship  outwards  without  such  certificate.1 

The  law  of  pilotage  is  governed  by  Part  X.  of  the  Act,  Pilotage. 


Orders  in  Council  dated  respectively 
the  11th  day  of  August,  1884,  and  the 
30th  day  of  December,  1884. 

Lights  for   Steam  Pilot  VetseU  under 
Ordsr  in  Council  of  July  1th,  1897. 

Schedule. 

A  steam  pilot  vessel  exclusively 
employed  for  the  service  of  pilots 
licensed  or  certified  by  any  pilotage 
authority  or  the  committee  of  any 
pilotage  district  in  the  United  Kingdom 
when  engaged  on  her  station  on  pilotage 
duty  and  in  British  waters  and  not  at 
anchor  shall  in  addition  to  the  lights 
required  for  all  pilot  boats  carry  at  a 
distance  of  8  feet  below  her  white 
masthead  light  a  red  light  visible  all 
round  the  horizon  and  of  such  a 
character  as  to  be  visible  on  a  dark 
night  with  a  clear  atmosphere  at  a 
distance  of  at  least  2  miles  and  also 
the  coloured  side-lights  required  to  be 
carried  by  vessels  when  under  way. 

When  engaged  on  her  station  on 
pilotage  duty  and  in  British  waters  and 
at  anchor  she  shall  carry  in  addition  to 
the  lights  required  for  all  pilot  boats 
the  red  light  above  mentioned  but  not 
the  coloured  side-lights. 

When  not  engaged  on  her  station  on 
pilotage  duty  she  shall  carry  the  same 
lights  as  other  steam-vessels. 

1  It  may  be  useful  to  note  here  some 
of  the  main  points  of  the  law  on  the 
duties  of  masters  of  vessels  in  case 
of  collisions,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Boyd 
(Merchant  Shipping  Laws,  pp.  258, 
262)  :— 

Qfllteionx. — Ships  are  held  liable  for 
damage  occasioned  by  collision,  either 
on  account  of  the  culpable  neglect  or 
complicity,  direct  or  indirect,  of  their 
owners,  or  on  account  of  the  negligence, 
unskilfulness  or  carelessness  of  those 
employed  in  their  control  and  naviga- 
tion. When  employed  in  navigation 
ships  must  be  kept  seaworthy  and  be 
well  manned  and  equipped  for  the 
voyage,  and  where  this  is  not  done  and 
a  collision  ensues  between  such  ship  and 
one  without  fault  in  that  respect,  the 
owners  of  the  deficient  vessel  cannot 
escape  responsibility  if  the  deficiency 
caused  or  contributed  to  the  disaster 
{The  Continental,  14  "Wallace,  Amer. 
Rep.   354  ;  The  Glannabanta,  1   P.  D. 


(C.  A.)  291.) 

"  There  are  four  possibilities,"  said 

Lord  Stowell  in  The    Woodrop  Sinus  (2 

Dods.  Ad.  85),  "under which  an  accident 

1  of  this  sort  may  occur.    In  the  first 

'  place,  it  may  happen  without  blame 

'being  imputable  to  either  party;  as 

4  where  the    loss  is  occasioned    by   a 

4  storm  or  any  other  vis  major.    In  that 

4  case  the  misfortune  must  be  borne  by 

'the  party    on    whom  it  happens  to 

'  light ;  the  other  not  being  responsible 

'to  him  in  any  degree.     Secondly,  a 

'  misfortune  of    this  kind    may    arise 

'  where    both    parties    are    to  blame ; 

'  where  there  has  been  a  want  of  due 

1  diligence  or  skill  on  both  sides.     In 

'  such  a  case  the  rule  of  law  is,  that  the 

'  loss    must    be   apportioned    between 

'  them,  as  having  been  occasioned  by 

4  the  fault  of  both  of  them.    Thirdly,  it 

may  happen  by  the  misconduct  of  the 

suffering  party  only,  and  then  the  rule 

is  that  the  sufferer  must  bear  his  own 

burden.    Lastly,  it  may  have  been  the 

fault  of  the  ship  which  ran  the  other 

down,  and   in  this  case  the  injured 

party  would  be  entitled  to  an  entire 

compensation  from  the  other." 

The    Court    of   Admiralty   and   the 

common  law  Courts  used  formerly  to  be 

guided  by  different  rules  for  damages 

when  both  ships  were  in  fault.    But  it 

is  now  enacted,  that  "in  any  case  or 

"  proceeding  for  damages  arising  out  of 

"  a  collision  between  two  ships,  if  both 

"  ships  shall  be  found  to  be  in  fault,  the 

"  rules  hitherto  in  force  in  the  Court  of 

"  Admiralty,  so  far  as  they  have  been  at 

"  variance  with  the  rules  in  force  in  the 

"  Courts  of  common  law,  shall  prevail " 

(The  Judicature  Act,  1873,  36    &  37 

Vict.  c.  66,  s.  25,  sub-s.  9). 

"  Most  countries,"  says  Mr.  Boyd 
(Merchant  Shipping  Laws,  pp.258 — 260), 
44  possessing  any  considerable  mercantile 
"marine,  have  now  adopted  the  same 
"  rules  of  navigation,  and  when  the 
"case  is  one  within  the  rules  there  will 
"be  no  difficulty  in  determining  by 
"  what  law  it  is  to  be  decided.  But  it 
"  may  happen  that  the  case  is  one  not 
"  contemplated  in  the  rules,  or  that  the 
"foreign  vessel  is  one  not  bound  by 
"  them. 

"  The  general  rule  respecting  all 
"remedies  seems  well  settled  'that 
u  '  whatever  relates  to  the  remedy  to  be 
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sect.  578  of  which  defines  pilotage  authorities  to  include  "  all 
"  bodies  and  persons  authorised  to  appoint  or  license  pilots 
"  or  to  fix  or  alter  rates  of  pilotage,  or  to  exercise  any  jurisdiction 
"  in  respect  of  pilotage " ;  but  such  authorities,  which  are 
entrusted  with  government  of  pilots,  are  themselves  controlled 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  as  the  supreme  authority  in  all  matters 
relating  to  merchant  ships  and  seamen.  Pilotage  is  compulsory 
for  certain  classes  of  ships  in  certain  areas  of  the  territorial 


" '  enforced,  must  be  determined  by  the 
"  *  lex  fori,  the  law  of  the  country  to  the 
" '  tribunals  of  which  the  appeal  is 
"  •  made '  (per  Lord  Brougham  in  Don  v. 
"  Lippmann,  6  CI.  &  F.  13  ;  47  R.  R.  1  ; 
"  British  Linen  Co.  v.  Drummond,  10 

•  B.  &  C.  903  ;  34  R.  R.  595  ;  Be  la  Vega 
•*  v.  Wanna,  1  B.  &  Ad.  284  ;  35  R.  R. 
''298).  But  in  regard  to  the  rights 
"and  merits  involved  in  actions,  the 
*•  law  of  the  place  where  they  originated 
*■  is  to  govern  (Storv,  on  the  Conflict  of 
"Laws,  s.  588).  '"The  civil  liability,' 
*■  said  Willes,  J.,  in  a  recent  case 
"  (Phillip*  v.  Eyre,  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  28), 
"'arising  out  of  a  wrong  derives  its 
"  *  birth  from  the  law  of  the  place,  and 
"  *  its  character  is  determined  by  that 
41  *  law.'  But  in  order  that  a  wrong 
"  committed  abroad  should  give  a 
'•remedy  in  England,  it  is  essential 
''that  the  wrong  should  be  of  such  a 
*•  character,  that  it  would  have  given 
"  a  cause  of   action    if    committed  in 

'  England  (The  Halle  y,  L.  R.,  2  P.  C. 
"194;  Smith  v.  Condry,  1  Howard 
"(Amer.  Rep.)  28).  Lord  J.  Mellish 
"recently  said,  'The  law  respecting 
" '  personal  injuries  and  respecting 
"  *  wrongs  to  personal  property  appears 
"  '  to  me  to  be  perfectly  settled,  that  no 
" '  action  can  be  maintained  in  the 
'• '  Courts  of  this  country  on  account  of  a 
" '  wrongful  act,  either  to  a  person  or  to 
"'personal  property  committed  within 
"'the  jurisdiction  of  a  foreign  country, 
" '  unless  the  act  is  wrongful  by  the  law 
"  'of  the  country  where  it  is  committed, 
" '  and  also  wrongful  by  the  law  of  this 
"'country'  (The  M.  Moxham,  1  P.  D. 
"(C.  A.)  Ill  ;  Phillips  v.  Eyre,  L.  R., 
"  6  Q.  B.  28). 

"  Thus  an  English  ship  was  compelled 
"  to  take  a  pilot  on  board  off  Flushing, 
"and  through  the  negligence  of  the 
"pilot  a  collision  occurred.  By  the 
"  Belgian  law  the  owners,  though  com- 
44  pelled  to  employ  a  pilot,  are  liable  for 
44  his  acts,  whereas  in  England,  when 
"  pilotage  is  compulsory,  the  pilot  alone 
41  is  responsible.     In  a  cause  of  collision 


"  instituted  against  the  British  ship  in 
"this  country,  it  was  held  that  the 
"  party  claiming  reparation  in  a  British 
44  Court  was  not  entitled  to  the  benefit 
44  of  the  foreign  law  that  made  the 
"owner  responsible  against  the  pro- 
visions of  English  statute  law,  by 
44  which  no  such  liability  as  provided  by 
"the  Belgian  law  existed.  An  English 
44  Court  will  not  enforce  a  foreign 
44  municipal  law,  and  give  a  remedy  in 
44  the  shape  of  damages  in  respect  of 
44  an  act  which,  according  to  its  own 
44  principles,  imposes  no  liability  on  the 
"prrson  from  whom  the  damages  are 
44  claimed  (The  Halley,  L.  R.,  2  P.  C. 
44 194 ;  &nith  v.  Condru,  1  Howard 
4i  (Amer.  Rep.  28)  ).  And  on  the  other 
44  hand,  where  a  cause  of  damage  was 
44  instituted  in  this  country  against  an 
44  English  ship  for  damaging  a  pier  in 
44  Spain,  and  it  was  alleged  that  by  the 
44  law  of  Spain  the  owner  of  the  ship 
44  was  not  responsible  for  such  an  act  of 
44  the  master,  it  was  held,  that  if  the 
44  owner  was  not  responsible  in  Spain, 
44  he  could  not  be  made  so  in  England 
44  even  though  he  would  have  been  liable 
44  had  the  damage  been  committed  in 
44  England  (77te  M.  Moxham,  1  P.  D. 
44  (C.  A.)  107). 

44  The  same  principles  apply  to  torts 
4*  committed  on  the  hign  seas.  No 
44  liability  will  attach  in  this  country 
44  unless  the  act  gives  a  remedy  by 
44  English  law,  and  also  by  the  laws  of 
44  the  sea  in  force  at  the  place  where  it 
44  was  committed  (William*  v.  dutch 
"(The  Chancellor),  14  Moo.,  P.  C.  202). 
"  When  the  case  does  not  fall  within 
"  the  rules,  or  the  foreigner  is  not  bound 
"  by  them,  and  the  British  ship  is  in  the 
44  wrong  according  to  British  law,  but  in 
44  the  right  by  the  maritime  law  of  the 
"locality,  she  will  then  be  free  from 
"  liability,  since,  as  the  foreigner  could 
44  not  himself  be  bound  by  British  law, 
44  he  cannot  avail  himself  of  the  fact 
44  that  the  British  ship  has  violated  that 
44  law  (Tlie  Zollrerein,  Swa.  96;  The 
"fttxonia,  Lush.  410)." 
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waters  of  the  United  Kingdom,  either  by  the  general  law  con- 
tained in  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  or  by  local  laws  and 
charters  of  certain  ports  which,  with  their  exceptions,  are  saved 
by  sect.  625  of  the  general  Act ;  and  this  "compulsion"  has 
been  defined  as  "  liability  to  pay  pilotage  dues  as  a  penalty  for 
"  refusing  to  take  a  pilot  on  board,  though  the  same  dues  must 
"  be  paid  if  a  pilot  is  taken."1  A  "  pilot "  means  "  any  person 
"  not  belonging  to  a  ship  who  has  the  conduct  thereof "  (sect. 
742),  and  has  also  been  defined  as  "  a  person  who  is  taken  on 
"  board  at  a  particular  place  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  a  ship 
4i  through  a  river, road,  or  channel,  or  from  or  into  a  port";2 
and  by  sect.  586  a  pilot  is  to  be  deemed  "qualified"  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Act,  if  duly  licensed  by  any  pilotage  authority 
to  conduct  ships  to  which  he  does  not  belong.  In  most  ports  of 
England  societies  and  corporations  have  long  been  established, 
•either  by  charter  or  local  Act  of  Parliament,  for  the  appointment 
And  control  of  pilots  in  particular  localities.3  Pilotage  autho- 
rities in  existence  at  the  passing  of  the  Act  retain  their  powers 
and  jurisdiction  so  far  as  they  are  not  inconsistent  therewith 
{sect.  574).  When  acting,  a  qualified  pilot  must  be  provided 
with  his  licence,  which  must  be  produced  when  required  to  his 
employer  (sect.  588),  or  to  the  pilotage  authority  licensing  him 
<sect.  589) ; 4  and  an  unqualified  pilot  fraudulently  using  a 
licence  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  50Z.  (sect.  590).  An  unqualified 
pilot  may,  however,  in  any  district,  take  charge  of  a  ship 
without  subjecting  himself  or  his  employer  to  any  penalty: — 
(a)  where  no  qualified  pilot  has  offered  or  signalled  to  take 
charge  of  a  ship ;  (b)  where  a  ship  is  in  distress,  or  circum- 
stances where  the  master  must  take  the  best  available  assistance ; 
or  (c)  for  changing  the  moorings  of  any  ship  in  port,  or  docking 
or  undocking  her,  where  this  can  be  done  without  infringing 
port  regulations  or  harbour-master's  orders  (sect.  596).  By 
sect.  575  the  Board  of  Trade  is  empowered  by  provisional  order 
to  constitute  new  pilotage  authorities  and  to  extend  the  limits 
of  existing  authorities,  and  in  either  case  there  shall  be  no 
compulsory  pilotage,  and  no  restriction  on  the  power  of  duly 
qualified  persons  to  obtain  licences  as  pilots.  The  Board  may 
also  (by  sect.  576)  transfer  pilotage  jurisdiction  over  a  port  other 

1  Th*  Maria,  1  Rob.  W.  105.  per  Dr.  pendix,  where  a   list  of  such  pilotage 
Lushington.  authorities  is  given. 

2  Abbott,  14th  ed.  299.  *  Cf.    Henry    v.    Xewcastle    Trinity 

3  Maude  &   Pollock.  250    and   Ap-  House  Board,  8  El.  k  BL  723. 
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The  Trinity 
House. 


Lighthouses. 


than  that  where  the  pilotage  authority  for  such  port  resides  or 
has  a  place  of  business,  from  the  pilotage  authority  to  the 
harbour  authority  or  other  local  body  exercising  local  jurisdiction 
in  maritime  matters  at  that  port,  or  to  a  new  pilotage  authority, 
or  to  the  Trinity  House,  or  it  may  transfer  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  a  pilotage  authority  to  a  new  authority. 
Pilotage  authorities  may  by  bye-law  under  the  Act  exempt  any 
ships  or  classes  of  ships  from  compulsory  pilotage,  or  annex  terms 
and  conditions  to  such  exemptions,  and  revise  and  extend  any  such 
or  already  existing  exemptions  as  they  think  fit  (sect.  581). 

The  Trinity  House  is  the  chief  pilotage  authority,  and  its 
jurisdiction  is  defined  by  sect.  618  (1)  to  comprise : — (1)  the 
London  district,  consisting  of  the  waters  of  the  Thames  and 
Medway  as  high  as  London  and  Rochester  Bridges  respectively, 
and  also  the  sea  and  channels  leading  thereto  or  therefrom  as  far 
as  Orfordness  to  the  north  and  Dungeness  to  the  south ;  (2)  the 
English  Channel  district,  consisting  of  the  seas  between 
Dungeness  and  the  Isle  of  Wight;  and  (3)  the  Trinity  House 
outport  districts,  comprising  any  pilotage  district  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  pilots,  within  which  no  particular  provision  is  made  by 
any  Act  of  Parliament  or  charter.  "  The  Trinity  House  shall 
"  not,"  however,  "  license  a  pilot  to  conduct  ships  both  above  and 
"  below  Gravesend  "  (sect.  618  (2)).  Subject  to  any  alterations 
to  be  made  by  the  Trinity  House  pilotage  is  compulsory  within 
the  London  district  and  the  Trinity  House  outport  districts 
(sect.  622).  Sect.  617  continues  the  powers  conferred  by 
previous  Acts  on  the  Trinity  House  of  appointing  sub-commis- 
sioners for  the  examination  of  pilots  in  all  districts  in  which  it 
had  made  such  appointments  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act ; 
and  sect.  632  contains  similar  provisions  in  favour  of  the  Trinity 
Houses  of  Hull  and  Newcastle. 

Part  XI.  of  the  Act  relates  to  the  management  and  construction 
of  lighthouses,  which  are  defined  by  sect.  742  as  including,  in 
addition  to  the  ordinary  meaning  of  the  word,  "any  floating  and 
"  other  light  exhibited  for  the  guidance  of  ships,  and  also  any 
"  sirens  and  other  description  of  fog-signals,  and  also  any 
"  addition  to  a  lighthouse  of  any  improved  light,  or  any  siren  or 
"  any  description  of  fog-signal/ '  The  three  general  lighthouse 
authorities  are  the  Trinity  House,  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 
Lights,  and  the  Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights.  The  Trinity 
House  is  entrusted  with  the  management  and  superintendence 
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of  all  lighthouses,  beacons,  and  buoys,  subject  to  the  rights  of 
the  local  lighthouse  authorities,  in  England  and  Wales,  the 
Channel  Islands,  and  the  adjacent  seas  and  islands ;  but,  except 
as  to  surrender  and  purchase  of  local  lighthouses,  beacons,  and 
buoys,  its  powers  as  regards  Guernsey  and  Jersey  may  be 
exercised  only  subject  to  the  consent  of  his  Majesty  in  Council, 
and  dues  may  not  be  taken  in  the  Channel  Islands  without  the 
consent  of  the  States  of  these  islands  (sect.  669).  The  Commis- 
sioners of  Northern  Lights  have  the  same  powers  in  Scotland 
and  the  adjacent  seas  and  islands,  and  are  a  body  corporate 
(sect.  668).  In  Ireland  and  the  adjacent  seas  and  islands  the 
Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights,  incorporated  by  a  local  Act  of  1867 
(80  dk  31  Vict.  c.  Ixxxi.),  exercise  similar  powers  (sects.  634,  742). 

The  rights  and  obligations  of  passengers  are  set  forth  in  Passengers. 
Part  III.  of  the  Act,  which  is  substituted  for  the  Passengers  Acts 
of  1855,  1870,  and  1889,  which  are  repealed  by  sect.  745  and 
sched.  22.  "  Passenger  "  is  defined  by  sect.  267  to  include  "  any 
"  person  carried  in  a  ship  other  than  the  master  and  crew, 
"  and  the  owner,  his  family  and  servants  "  ;  and  ". passenger 
"  steamer  "  means  "  every  British  steamship  carrying  passengers 
"  to,  from,  or  between  any  places  in  the  United  Kingdom,  except 
"  steam  ferry  boats  working  chains  (commonly  called  steam 
"  bridges) ;  and  every  foreign  steamship  carrying  passengers 
"  between  places  in  the  United  Kingdom." 

Lifeboats  are  dealt  with  under  Part  V.  (Safety).  Lifeboats. 

"  Lifeboat  service  "  is  defined  by  sect.  742  to  mean  "  the 
"  saving  or  attempted  saving  of  vessels,  or  of  life  or  property  on 
"  board  vessels,  wrecked  or  aground,  or  sunk,  or  in  danger  of 
"  being  wrecked,  or  getting  aground,  or  sinking  "  ;  and  "  any 
"  reference  to  failure  to  do  any  act  or  thing  shall  include  a 
"  reference  to  refusal  to  do  that  act  or  thing/ '  The  Board  of 
Trade  is  empowered  by  sect.  427  to  make  rules  as  to  life-saving 
appliances  (cf.  sects.  428 — 431). 

In  Inland  Waters. 

The  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894  (57  &  58  Vict.  c.  60),  s.  421  (1;  Saving  of 
provides   that — any  rules  made  before  or  after  the  passing  of  J^^^in 
this  Act  under  the  authority  of  any  local  Act,  concerning  lights  harbours,  &c. 
and  signals  to  be  carried,  or  the  steps  for  avoiding  collision  to 
be  taken,  by  vessels  navigating  the  waters  of  any  harbour,  river, 
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or  other  inland  navigation,  shall,  notwithstanding  anything  in 
this  Act,  have  full  effect,  and  that  where  any  such  rules  are  not 
and  cannot  be  made,  his  Majesty  in  Council  on  the  application 
of  any  person  having  authority  over  such  waters,  or,  if  there 
is  no  such  person,  any  person  interested  in  the  navigation 
thereof,  may  make  such  rules,  and  those  rules  shall,  as 
regards  vessels  navigating  the  said  waters,  be  of  the  same 
force  as  if  they  were  part  of  the  collision  regulations. 

This  section  is  extended  to  and  includes  the  power  to  make 
rules  concerning  lights  and  signals  and  collision  regulations 
in  the  sea  channels  leading  to  the  river  Mersey  (60  tC  61  Vict, 
c.  21,  *.  2).1 


1  Art.  30  of  the  Regulations  for  pre- 
venting collisions  at  sea  provides  that : — 

Nothing  in  these  Rules  shall  interfere 
with  the  operation  of  a  special  rule  duly 
made  by  local  authority,  relative  to  the 
navigation  of  any  harbour,  river  or 
inland  waters. 

Local  rules  have  been  made  for  the 
following  places : — 

Arundel  (Port  of),  Avon  (River), 
Belfast,  Berkeley  Canal,  Blyth,  Boston 
(Lincolnshire),  Bridgewater  Canal, 
Bristol  Docks,  Caledonian  Canal,  Carron 
(River),  Clyde  (Firth  of  and  River), 
Cork,  Cowes,  Dartmouth,  Dublin, 
Falmouth,  Galway,  Glasgow,  Gloucester 
Canal,  Holyhead,  Humber,  Ipswich, 
Limerick,  Londonderry,  Manchester  and 
Salford  Canals,  Manchester  Ship  Canal, 
Med  way,  Mersey  and  I  r  well  Naviga- 
tion, Newport  (Mon.),  Newry  Naviga- 
tion, Ouse  (Lower  and  Upper),  Runcorn 
and  Weston  Canal,  Ryde,  Solent  Naviga- 
tion, Southampton,  Suir  (River),  Tees, 
Thames,  Trent,  Tyne,  Warkworth  Har- 
bour, Waterford,  Weaver  Navigation, 
Youghal. 

Rules  have  also  been  made  for 
the  dockyard  ports  of  Portsmouth,* 
Plymouth,!  Pembroke,!  Portland, § 
Chatham,  ||  Sheerness,1I  Woolwich,** 
Queenstown,ft  and  Deptford.JJ  In 
the  United  States,  local  rules  have 
been  made  for  the  inland  waters,  great 
lakes  and  western  rivers.  There  are 
also  rules  for  the  Suez  Canal  and  River 


Danube.{ 

Some  of  these  local  rules  are  not 
made  under  sect.  418  (4)  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act,  1894,  while  others  are.  If 
they  are  not,  a  ship  infringing  them 
will  not  be  held  to  blame  unless  the 
infringement  did  in  fact  contribute  to 
the  collision.  ||  ||  (Abbott's  Law  of 
Merchant  Ships  and  Seamen  (14th  ed., 
1901),  pp.  951,  952.) 

For  the  text  of  local  rules  as  to  the 
Avon  River,  Belfast,  Bridgewater  Canal. 
Carron  River  (Grangemouth),  Clyde, 
Cork,  Dublin,  Holyhead,  Humber, 
Manchester  Ship  Canal,  Mersey,  Ouse, 
Solent,  Suez  Canal,  Suir  River  (Water- 
ford),  and  Tees  River,  see  Marden's 
Collisions  at  Sea,  4th  ed.  (1897),  App. 
pp.  593 — 608,  which  also  contains  a 
short  statement  of  the  effect  of  some  of 
the  America  (U.S.)  Inland  Rules  of  the 
Road  (pp.  591,592). 

Since  the  passing  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act,  1894,  the  following  Acts 
of  the  subject  have  become  law  : — 
Derelict  Vessels  (Report)  Act,  1896 
(59  &  60  Vict.  c.  12)  ;  Mersey  Channels 
Act,  1897(60  &  61  Vict.c.  21)  ;  Merchant 
Shipping  Act,  1897  (60  &61  Vict.  c.  59), 
which  amends  the  Act  of '  1894  with 
respect  to  detention  forunderinanning  ; 
Merchant  Shipping  (Exemption  from 
Pilotage)  Act,  1897  (60  &  61  Vict.  c.  61), 
which  abolishes  the  exemptions  from 
compulsory  pilotage  under  6  Geo.  IV. 
c.  125,  s.  59,  continued  under  sect.  603 


*  Order  in  Council,  February  26th, 
1897. 

f  Ibid.,  May,  1897. 
%  Ibid.,  September  26th.  1891. 
Ibid.,  June  29th,  1878. 
Ibid.,  June  29th,  1888. 
•I  Ibid.,  June  29th,  1888. 


I 


**  Ibid.,  February  29th,  1868. 

ft  Ibid.,  February  29th,  1868. 

JJ  Ibid.,  February  29th,  1868. 

§§  For  the  text  of  the  above  rules, 
see  the  Rules  of  the  Road  at  Sea,  3rd  ed. 

Illl  TJie  Moitta  ifcua,  (1893)  P.  23; 
The  Margaret,  (1884)  9  App.  Cas.  873. 
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The  rules  regarding  inland  navigation  must  necessarily  be  of  a 
more  heterogeneous  and  complex  nature  than  those  controlling 
the  navigation  of  the  sea,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  former  are 
established  for  the  most  part  by  a  variety  of  private  bodies. 

In  addition  to  this,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  right  of  navigation 
on  inland  waters  is  also  of  a  more  complicated  kind  than  that  of 
navigation  upon  the  sea,  not  only  on  account  of  the  different 
classes  of  inland  waters,  but  also  from  the  restricted  extent  of  the 
water-way  available  for  navigation,  and  the  consequent  collision 
in  many  cases  of  the  public  right  with  the  rights  of  private 
individuals.  Lastly,  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  the  preser- 
vation and  regulation  of  the  navigation  of  inland  waters,  both 
of  which  are  now  included  under  the  term  "  conservancy,"  are 
governed  almost  entirely  by  statute  law,  and  may  be  clearly  dis- 
tinguished from  the  general  common  law  right  to  navigate  upon 
such  waters. 

For  these  reasons  it  has  been  considered  advisable  to  treat  of 
the  subject  as  follows : — 

1.  The  General  Right  of  Navigation,  its  Nature,  Extent,  and  the 

Injuries  thereto. 

(a)  In  tidal  waters. 

(b)  In  private  waters. 

2.  The  Conservancy  of  Navigation  and  the  Powers  and  Duties  of 

Conservatws. 

The  bed  of  all  navigable  rivers,  where  the  tide  flows  and  The  general 
reflows,  and  of  all  estuaries  or  arms  of  the  sea,  is  by  law  vested  j^tion  in""1 
in  the  Crown.    But  this  ownership  of  the  Crown  is  for  the  tidal  waters. 
benefit  of  the  subject,  and  cannot  be  used  in  any  manner  so  as 
to  derogate  from  or  interfere  with  the  right  of  navigation,  which 
belongs  by  law  to  the  subjects  of  the  realm.1 

There  are  two  totally  distinct  and  different  things ;  the  one  is 
the  right  of  property,  and  the  other  the  right  of  navigation. 


of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  in 
the  cases  of  vessels  on  voyages  between 
ports  in  Sweden  and  Norway  and 
London,  but  which  does  not  abolish  the 
exemptions  from  compulsory  pilotage 
contained  in  sect.  625  of  that  Act  (Ttie 
Columbus,  (1899)  8  Asp.  M.  C.  488) ;  the 
Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners) Act,  1898  (61  &  62  Vict.  c.  14) ; 
the  Merchant  Shipping  (Mercantile 
Marine  Fund)  Act,  1898  (61  &  62  Vict. 


c.  44) ;  the  Anchors  and  Chain  Cables 
Act,  1899  (62  &  63  Vict.  c.  23)  ;  and  the 
Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners and  others)  Act,  1900.  For  the 
text  of  these  Acts  see  Abbott's  Law  of 
Merchant  Ships  and  Seamen,  14th  ed.. 
App.  pp.  1314—1332. 

1  Gann  v.  Free  Fishers  of  WhiUtable. 
11  H.  L.  192  ;  35  L.  J.,  C.  P.  29  ;  12 
L.  T.  150. 
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Extends  to 
all  tidal 
waters  which 


The  right  of  navigation  is  simply  a  right  of  way.  The  public, 
who  have  the  right  to  navigate  on  an  inland  water,  have  no 
right  of  property  therein.1 

Although  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide  is  prima  facie  evidence 
that  a  river  is  navigable,  it  does  not   necessarily  follow  that 
are  navigable   because  the  tide  flows  and  reflows  in  any  particular  place,  that  it 

&t  Anv  s^ate  of 

the  tide.  is  therefore  a  public  navigation  although  of  sufficient  size.    The 

strength  of  the  evidence  arising  from  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the 
tide  must  depend  on  the  situation  and  nature  of  the  channel.  If 
it  is  a  broad  and  deep  channel,  calculated  to  serve  for  the 
purposes  of  commerce,  it  will  be  natural  to  conclude  that  it 
has  been  a  public  navigation;  but  if  it  is  a  petty  stream, 
navigable  only  at  certain  states  of  the  tide,  and  then  only  for 
a  short  time  and  by  very  small  boats,2  it  is  difficult  to  suppose 
that  it  has  ever  been  a  public  navigable  river.3  The  actual  user 
of  a  tidal  river  for  the  purposes  of  navigation  is  of  course  the 
strongest  evidence  of  its  navigability.4 

Where,  therefore,  a  river  ceases  to  be  navigable,  either  from 
natural  causes,  such  as  the  recess  of  the  sea,  or  the  accumulation  of 
soil  or  mud  in  the  channel,  the  river  will  cease  to  be  navigable,  at 
any  rate  till  such  obstruction  be  by  some  means  counteracted.5 

In  the  case  of  Mayor  of  Colchester  v.  Brooke,6  Lord  Denman, 
G.  J.,  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  fully  states  the  law 
on  this  point:  "The  evidence  showed  this  to  be  a  tidal  river, 
"  and,  in  the  part  in  question,  so  shallow  in  certain  states  of  the 
"  tide,  that  the  vessel  could  not  float  there,  but  necessarily 
"  grounded.  The  plaintiffs  contended  that  a  right  to  navigate, 
"  pass  and  repass,  was  merely  the  right  to  float  along ;  and  that 
"  the  facts  showed  that  in  this  part  of  the  river  such  a  right 
"  could  not  exist  at  all  times  of  the  tide.  The  learned  judge 
"  stated  that  a  navigable  river  was  so  at  all  times ;  that  a  subject 
"might  go  upwards  and  downwards,  though  he  might  not  be 
"  able  to  reach  the  port  or  the  deep  water  in  one  tide,  or  without 


Mayor  of 
Colchester  v. 
Brooke. 


1  Orr  Hiring  v.  Colquhonn,  2  App. 
Cas.  839;  Abraham  v.  Great  Northern 
Rail.  Co.,  16  Q.  B.  596  ;  20  L.  J.,  Q.  B. 
322,  per  Patteson,  J. 

*  llchester  v.  Rashleigh,  5  T.  L.  R. 
739  ;  61  L.T.  477 ;  see  ante,  p.  16,  n.4.  For 
definition  of  "  navigable  river,"  accord- 
ing to  French  law,  as  existing  in  Canada, 
see  Bell  v.  Corporation  of  Quebec,  41 
L.  T.,  N.  S.  451  (P.  C),  and  for  distinc- 
tion between  "  navigable  "  and  u  boat- 
able  "  in  American  law,  see  AngelL  on 


Watercourses,  ch.  13. 

3  He*  v.  Montague,  4  B.  &  C.  598  ;  28 
R.  R.  420  ;  Mayor  of  Lynn  v.  Turner,  1 
Cowp.  36. 

4  Miles  v.  Roue,  5  Taunt.  705 ;  15 
R.  R.  623  ;  and  per  Baylcy,  J.,  in  Vooght 
v.  Winch,  2  B.  &  Aid.  662  ;  21  R.  R. 
446. 

*  Rer  v.  Montagve,  4  B.  &;  C.  598  ;  28 
R.  11.  420  ;  Ren.  v.  Betts,  16  C.  B.  1022. 
6  7  Q.  B.  339  ;  15  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  59. 
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grounding ;  and  that  even  if  such  grounding  subjected  him  to 
compensate  for  injury  done,  that  did  not  affect  the  nature  of 
the  right  in  respect  to  time  of  enjoyment.  We  are  of  opinion 
that  he  was  justified  fully  in  so  stating  the  law.  No 
authority  directly  in  point  was  stated  at  the  bar;  nor  have 
we  been  able  to  find  any  after  considerable  search;  but 
upon  principle  the  matter  seems  clear.  It  cannot  be  dis- 
puted, that  the  channel  of  a  public  navigable  river  is  properly 
described  as  a  common  highway,  although  the  analogy  between 
it  and  a  highway  on  land  is  not  complete  in  all  particulars : 
and  there  is  no  one  circumstance  which  more  decisively 
affixes  on  a  river  the  character  of  being  public  and  navigable 
in  this  sense  of  a  highway,  than  the  flow  and  reflow  of  the  tide 
in  it.  Now,  if  in  such  rivers  it  was  held,  that  the  character 
did  not  extend  higher  up  than  the  water  sufficed  to  float 
vessels  at  all  times,  or  was  suspended  during  such  periods  of 
the  tide  as  left  the  channel  too  shallow  for  that  purpose — 
rights  of  the  public,  invaluable  and  immemorial,  in  numerous 
rivers,  would  be  abridged,  or  rendered  in  many  particulars 
vexatiously  uncertain,  and  in  many  cases  be  made  nearly,  if 
not  entirely,  useless.  The  present  case  is  an  illustration  of 
this.  Upon  the  evidence  it  appeared  that  vessels  of  a  burthen 
which  usually  traded  to  Colchester,  could  not,  except  at  spring 
tides,  go  up  to  the  town  in  one  tide.  To  say  then  that  the 
river  ceased  to  be  navigable,  ceased  to  be  a  highway,  at  the 
ebb  or  other  states  of  the  tide,  when  such  vessels  could  not 
float,  is  in  effect  to  say  that,  except  for  a  short  period  of  every 
month,  they  should  not  use  the  river  at  all  for  the  purpose  of 
trading  with  Colchester.  It  is  more  reasonable  to  hold  that 
the  term  '  navigable '  is  a  relative  and  comprehensive  term, 
containing  within  it  all  such  rights  upon  the  waterway  as, 
with  relation  to  the  circumstances  of  each  river,  are  necessary 
for  the  full  and  convenient  passage  of  vessels  and  boats  along 
the  channel.  Nor  will  this  be  repugnant  to  any  legal  principle 
applicable  to  the  case.  It  does  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
individuals  on  the  banks  (see  Ball  v.  Herbert1),  but  stands  on 
this  broad  ground :  The  right  of  soil  in  arms  of  the  sea  and 
public  navigable  rivers,  which  the  Crown  primd  facie  has 
independently  of  any  ownership  in  the  adjoining  lands,  must 
in  all  cases  be  considered  as  subject  to  the  public  right  of 

1  3  T.  R.  253  ;  1  R.  R.  695. 
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Change  of 
coarse  of  a 
river  does  not 
destroy  the 
right. 


The  right  is 
a  paramount 
right  to  pass 
and  anchor 
free  of  toll. 


"  passage,  however  acquired ;  and  any  grantee  of  the  Grown 
"  must  of  course  take  subject  to  such  right.  Nor  is  this  incon- 
"  sistent  with  a  permanent  loss  of  such  right,  if,  by  accumulation 
"  of  silt  or  any  other  natural  cause,  the  channel  becomes  choked 
"  up  (Rex  v.  Montague)}  The  law  has  made  no  provision  for 
"  the  clearing  of  such  a  highway,  and,  in  such  case,  the  river 
"  ceases  to  be  navigable,  at  least  until  such  causes  are  by  some 
"  means  counteracted.  In  this  large  sense,  and  with  this  large 
"  exception,  the  river  is  navigable,  and  is  a  highway  at  all  times 
"  and  all  states  of  the  tide ;  in  any  other  sense  the  public  right 
"  may  become  all  but  valueless." 

Where  a  navigable  river  changes  its  channels,  although  the 
soil  of  the  bed  and  the  right  of  fishing  may  be  vested  in  the 
owner  of  the  adjoining  land,  so  as  to  bar  the  right  of  the  Crown 
to  the  bed,  and  of  the  public  to  the  fishery ;  it  would  appear  that 
the  right  of  navigation  will  follow  to  the  new  channel,3  the  test 
being  whether  the  river  remains  tidal.3 

So,  where  a  river  was  formerly  navigable  but  became  silted  up, 
and  by  Act  of  Parliament  power  was  given  to  commissioners  to 
restore  the  navigation,  and  they  were  authorized  to  make,  and  made, 
a  new  cut,  the  navigation  of  the  same  to  be  open  on  payment  of  tolls, 
it  was  held  that  the  cut  was  a  public  navigable  river,  the  obstruction 
of  which  was  an  indictable  nuisance,  and  that  the  public  had  the 
same  rights  over  it  as  they  had  over  the  original  stream.4 

The  right  of  navigation  in  public  waters  is  a  paramount  right 
in  all  subjects  of  the  realm  to  pass  and  to  ground  and  to  anchor 
at  pleasure,  free  from  toll,6  at  all  times  and  states  of  the  tide,6 
and  in  all  species  of  vessels,7  independently  of  any  usage  or 
prescription  to  that  effect.  It  is  a  right  of  free  passage  over  the 
whole  of  the  navigable  channel;8  and  it  appears  that  a  public 
river  may  be  used  by  the  public  as  a  highway  whenever  it  suits 
their  convenience,  whether  such  navigation  be  valuable  or  not.9 

The  public  right  includes  all  such  rights  as,  with  relation  to 


1  4  B.  &  C.  598  ;  28  R.  R.  420. 

8  Mayor  of  Carlisle  v.  Graham,  L. 
It.,  4  Ex.  366  ;  ante,  Chap.  II.  p.  69,  and 
Chap.  VI.  p.  857. 

8  Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  p.  1,  c.  6,  p.  34  ; 

I  Roll.    Abr.    390;    Roscoe  on    Orim. 
Evidence,  6th  ed.  p.  535. 

4  Reg.  v.  Betts,  16  Q.  B.  1022. 

*  Gann  v.  Free  Fakers  of  Whitstable, 

II  H.  L.  192;  35  L.  J.,  C.  P.  29;  12 
L.  T.  150  ;  Foreman  v.  Free  Fitters  of 


Whitstable,  L.  R.,  4  H.  L.  266;  21  L.  T. 
804. 

6  Mayor  of  Colchester  y.  Brooke,  7 
Q.  B.  339  ;  15  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  39. 

7  Beg.  v.  Randall,  Car.  &  M.  496. 

8  A.-G.  v.  Terry,  L.  R.,  9  Ch.  423,  per 
Mellish,  L.  J. ;  Williams  v.  Wilcox,  8 
A.  &  E.  314 ;  47  R.  R.  595 ;  see  Orr 
Owing  y.  Colauhoun,  2  App.  Caa.  839. 

9  A.~G.  v.  Lonsdale,  L.  R.,  7  Eq.  377  ; 
38  L.  J.,  Ch.  335  ;  20  L.  T.  64. 
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the  circumstances  of  each  river,  are  necessary  for  the  full  and 
convenient  passage  of  vessels  along  its  channel.  It  is,  therefore, 
no  excess  of  this  right,  if  a  vessel,  which  cannot  reach  her 
destiny  in  a  single  tide,  remain  aground  till  the  tide  serves,  and 
no  toll  can  be  demanded  by  the  owner  of  the  soil  for  such 
grounding.1 

An  immemorial  user  of  the  foreshore  in  tidal  and  navigable 
waters,  by  the  owners  of  fishing-boats  and  other  craft,  by  fixing 
moorings  in  the  soil  for  the  purpose  of  attaching  their  boats  to 
them,  may  be  supported  either  as  an  ordinary  incident  of  the 
navigation  of  such  waters,  or  on  a  presumption  of  a  legal  origin 
by  grant  from  the  Crown  of  the  foreshore  to  all  persons  navi- 
gating the  waters  to  use  it  for  fixing  moorings.  Such  an  imme- 
morial user  in  the  river  Thames  may  be  supported  on  the 
presumption  of  regulations  prescribed  by  the  port  authority  of 
the  port  of  London.2 

The  right  of  navigation  is  a  right  in  all  subjects  to  pass,  and 
to  ground,  and  to  anchor  at  pleasure  free  from  toll,  unless  the 
toll  is  imposed  in  respect  of  some  other  advantage  conferred 
upon  them,  or,  at  least,  on  the  public.3  Though  no  toll  can  be 
taken  for  grounding,  it  is  said  by  Coltman,  J.,  that  where  vessels 
ground,  perhaps  by  custom  or  agreement  a  fine  may  be  payable 
to  the  owner  of  the  soil  for  such  grounding ;  but  this  dictum  is 
rather  questioned  in  Gann  v.  Free  Fishers  of  Whitstable,  Lord 
Chelmsford  saying:  "It  may  be  correct  as  applicable  to  a 
"  navigable  river,  because  the  owner  may  have  given  a  con- 
"  sideration  for  the  payment  by  rendering  the  river  navigable." 

A  claim  to  an  anchorage  due  cannot,  therefore,  exist  merely  Consideration 
in  respect  of  the  use  of  the  soil,  it  must  be  founded  on  proof  that  necea8»ry to 

*  r  support  a 

the  soil  of  the  claimant  was  originally  within  the  precincts  of  a  claim  to  toil. 
port  or  harbour,  or  that  some  service  or  aid  to  the  navigation 
was  rendered  by  the  owner  of  the  soil  who  claimed  the  anchorage 
dues.4  Evidence  of  immemorial  usage  to  take  such  dues  will  not 
support  such  a  claim  merely  as  incident  to  the  ownership  of  the 
soil;  but  as  anchorage  dues  are  almost,  if  not  universally, 
incident  to  a  port,  the  uninterrupted  payment  of  such  dues  is 

1  Mayor  of  Colchester  v.  Brooke,  9  3  Gann  v ■.  Free  Fishers  of 'Whitstable \ 
Q.  B.  339  ;  15  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  59.                         per  Lord  Wensleydale  ;  and  see  ante, 

2  A.-G.  v.  Wright,  (1897)  2  Q.  B.  318,       Chap.  I.,  pp.  53  et  seq. 

per  Rigby,  L.  J.     See  for  definition  of  *  Gann  v.  Free  Fisher*  of  Whitstable. 

mooring  the  judgment  of  Lord  Esher,       11  H.L.  192  ;  35  L.  J.,C.  P.  29  ;  12  L.  T. 
M.  R.  150. 

l.w.  28 
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evidence  of  the  former  existence  of  a  port,  and  that  a  toll, 
claimed  as  a  port  or  anchorage  toll,  had  a  legal  origin.1  A 
liability  to  make  compensation  for  actual  injury  done  to  property 
by  grounding  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  a  liability  to  pay  toll 
for  casting  anchor  in  the  soil  itself.3 

The  right  of  navigation  is  paramount  to  the  rights  of  property 
of  the  Grown  and  its  grantees  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  such 
property  cannot  be  used  in  any  way  so  as  to  derogate  from,  or 
interfere  with,  the  public  right  of  navigation.8  Any  grant, 
therefore,  of  the  Crown  which  interferes  with  the  public  right  is 
void  as  to  such  parts  as  are  open  to  such  objection,  if  acted 
upon,  so  as  to  effect  nuisance  by  working  injury  to  the  public 
right.4  If,  therefore,  the  Crown  grant  part  of  the  bed  or  soil6  of 
an  estuary  or  navigable  river,  the  grantee  takes  subject  to  the 
public  right ;  and  he  cannot,  in  respect  of  his  ownership  of  the 
soil,  make  any  claim  or  demand,  even  if  it  be  expressly  granted 
to  him,  which  in  any  way  interferes  with  the  enjoyment  of  the 
public  right.6 

"  It  is  perfectly  clear,"  says  Macdonald,  C.  B.,7  "  that  all  the 
"  soil  under  the  salt  water  between  high  water  mark  and  low 
"  water  mark  is  the  property  of  the  Crown.  Such  property  has 
"certainly  been  (as  it  may  be)  communicated  in  a  great  many 
"  instances  to  the  subject,  but  that  is  always  subservient  to  the 
"  public  right  of  the  king's  subjects  generally.  It  is  compared 
"  by  Lord  Hale,  with  his  usual  simplicity,  to  the  case  of  a  high- 
"  way.  The  private  right  of  the  Crown  may  be  disposed  of,  but 
"  the  public  right  of  the  subject  cannot,  even  if  it  be  within  this 
"  grant."  Thus  it  has  been  held,  that  the  obstruction  by 
artificial  means  of  a  navigable  river,  though  of  more  than 
twenty-one  years'  duration,  will  not  operate  as  a  bar  to  the 
public  right.8 

A  navigable  river  is  a  public  highway  navigable  by  all  her 
Majesty's  subjects,  in  a  reasonable  way  and  for  a  reasonable 


1  Foreman  v.  Free  Fixher*  of  Whit- 
stable,  L.  R.,  4  H.  L.  2<><i ;  21  L.  T.  804. 

J  Gonti  v.  Free  Fixher*  of  Mil  i  triable, 
11  H.  L.  192.  See  aa  to  tolls  in  ports, 
ante,  Chap.  I.,  pp.  53  et  xeq.,  and  post, 
Chap.  IX. 

*  Garni  v.  Free  Fishers  of  Whitstable, 
supra ;  Foreman  v.  Free  Fishers  of 
Whit  stable,  supra  ;  Mayor  of  Colchester 
v.  Brooke,  7  Q.  B.  339. 

4  A.-G.  v.  Parmeter,  10  Price,  412 ; 


24  R.  R.  723,  745. 

5  Rex  v.  Montague,  4  B.  &  C.  598  ;  28 
R.  R.  420. 

6  Gann  v.  FreeFUhers  of  \MiUstable, 
11  H.  L.  192;  see  also  A.-G.  v.  Par- 
meter,  10  Price,  412— H.  L. ;  24  R.  R. 
723,  745. 

«  -4.-0.  v.  Parmster,  10  Price,  p.  400  ; 
24  R.  R.  723,  745. 

8  Voiyht  v.  Winch,  2  B.  &  Aid.  662  ; 
21  R.  R.  446. 
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purpose.1     "  The  right  of  the  public  on  navigable  rivers  is  not  reasonable 
"  confined  to  the  passage;   trade  and  commerce  are  the  chief  ^o^bie°ra 
"  objects,  and  the  right  of  passage  is  chiefly  subservient  to  those  purpose. 
"ends."2 

For  traffic  there  are  rights  eundo  et  redeundo  et  commorando, 
so  far  as  reasonable  for  loading,  and  for  a  wind.3  "  A  navigable 
"river,"  says  Wood,  B.,4  "is  a  public  highway,  and  all  persons 
"  have  a  right  to  come  there  in  ships  and  to  unload,  moor,  and 
"  stay  there  as  long  as  they  please.  Nevertheless,  if  they  abuse 
"  that  right  so  as  to  work  a  private  injury,  they  are  liable  to  an 
"  action.  The  privilege  of  the  plaintiff  must  be  subservient  to 
"  the  right  of  the  public."  6 

A  riparian  owner  has  a  right  to  moor  a  vessel  of  ordinary  size 
alongside  a  wharf  for  the  purpose  of  loading  and  unloading  at 
reasonable  times  and  for  a  reasonable  time ;  and  the  Court  will 
restrain  by  injunction  the  owner  of  adjoining  premises  from 
interfering  with  the  access  of  such  vessel,  though  the  vessel  may 
overlap  his  premises ;  though  such  a  vessel  could  not  be  allowed 
to  interfere  with  the  proper  right  of  access  to  the  neighbour's 
premises,  if  used  as  a  dock  by  vessels.6 

The  banks  of  navigable  rivers  are,  as  has  been  before  explained,  No  public 
not  publici  juris,  but  are  private  property ;  and  there  is,  there-  [Dg,  mooring 
fore,  no  common  law  right  in  the  public  to  land  themselves  or  °£  t(^wil?g  on 
their  goods,  or  to  moor  their  vessels  thereon,  or  to  pass  over  the 
banks  for  the  purpose  of  towing  vessels  or  barges.     Such  rights, 
in  all  cases,  depend  on  usage  or  prescription.7    The  right  of 
towing  does  exist   by  custom   on  most  navigable  rivers;   and 
in  the  case  of  Wyatt  v.  Thompson*  a  jury  found,  " That  the 
"  custom  of  mooring  barges  in  the  Thames  at  low  water  is  for 
"  one  tide  at  the  piles  in  front  of  the  wharf,  and  if  there  are  no 
"piles,  the  custom  does  not  allow  barges  to  moor  at  the  wharf 
"  unless  through  distress." 

Riparian  owners  on  the  banks  of  a  tidal  navigable  river  have  Private  rights 
similar  rights  and  natural  easements  to  those  which  belong  to  a  ^public*  ° 

1  Original     Hartlepool     Collier*     v.  •  Original  Hartlepool  Colliers  v.  Qibh,    rig    " 
Gibb,  5Ch.  D.  713,  per  Jessel,  M.  R.            5  Ch.  D.  713 ;  see  Dalton  v.  Denton,  1 

2  Per  Bayley,  J.,  in  Rex  v.  Russell,  6       C.  B.,  N.  S.  672. 

B.  &  C.  566 ;  30  R.  R.  432.  7  Ball  v.  Herbert,    3  T.  R.  262  ;    1 

*  Per  Holroyd,  J.,  in  Rex  v.  Russell,  6  R.  R.  695  ;  see  ante,  Chap.  II..  pp.  87 
B.  &  C.  566  ;  30  R.  R.  432.  et  *eq. 

4  Anon.,    Durham    Assizes,    1808;   1  8  1  Esp.  252;  see,  however.  A.-  G.  v. 

Camp.  517,  note.  Wright  (1897)  2  Q.  B.  318,  ante,  p.  433. 

*  See  Stubbs  v.  Hilditch,  51  J.  P.  758. 

28—2 
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riparian  owner  above  the  flow  of  the  tide  subject  to  the  public 
right  of  navigation.1 

The  right  to  navigate  a  tidal  river  is  common  to  the  subjects 
of  the  realm,  but  it  may  be  connected  with  a  right  to  the  exclusive 
access  to  particular  land  on  the  bank  of  the  river ;  and  the  latter 
is  a  private  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  land,  the  invasion  of  which 
may  form  ground  for  an  action  of  damages  or  for  an  injunction, 
for  the  right  of  a  riparian  owner  to  the  use  of  the  stream  does 
not  depend  on  the  ownership  of  the  soil  of  such  stream,  but  of 
the  soil  bounding  it.9 

"  Unquestionably  the  owner  of  a  wharf  on  the  bank  (of  a 
"  public  navigable  river)  has,  like  every  other  subject  of  the 
"  realm,  the  right  of  navigating  the  river  as  one  of  the  public. 
"  This,  however,  is  not  a  right  coming  to  him  qua  owner  or 
"  occupier  of  any  lands  on  the  bank ;  nor  is  it  a  right  which 
"per  8c  he  enjoys  in  a  manner  different  from  any  other  member 
"  of  the  public.  But  when  this  right  of  navigation  is  connected 
"  with  an  exclusive  right  of  access  from  a  particular  wharf,  it 
"  assumes  a  very  different  character.  It  ceases  to  be  a  right 
"  held  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  public,  and  it  becomes  a 
"  form  of  enjoyment  of  the  land  and  of  the  river  in  connection 
"  with  the  land,  the  disturbance  of  which  may  be  vindicated  in 
"  damages,  or  restrained  by  an  injunction. 

"  I  cannot  entertain  any  doubt  that  the  riparian  owner  on  a 
"  navigable  river,  in  addition  to  the  right  connected  with  naviga- 
"  tion  to  which  he  is  entitled  as  one  of  the  public,  retains  his 
"  rights  as  an  ordinary  owner  underlying  and  controlled,  but  not 
"extinguished,  by  the  public  right  of  navigation."8 

This  right  of  access  includes  the  right  of  landing  in  the 
ordinary  manner,  and  of  passing  over  the  soil  of  the  bed  of 
the  river  at  low  water  for  that  purpose,  even  where  the  soil 
is  not  in  the  Crown,  but  in  a  private  owner,  as  it  is  necessary 
for  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  right  of  navigation,4  and  as  the 
right  of  navigation  exists  at  all  states  of  the  tide.5  Persons 
having  a  right  to  land  at  a  quay  may  pass  over  a  barge  moored 
alongside  it  so  as  to  be  a  private  nuisance,  if  it  is  so  fixed  as  not 

of  access  see  ante,  Chap.  II.  p.  93. 

4  A.~G.  v.  Wemyss,  3  App.  Cas.  192  ; 
Marshall  v.  Ulleswater  Co.,  L.  R.,  7  Q.  B. 
172  ;  41  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  41  ;  25  L.  T.  793 ; 
see  ante,  Chap.  I.  p.  40. 

*  Mayor  of  Colchexter  v.  Brooke.  7 
Q.  B.  639. 


1  Lyon  v.  Fishmongers'  Co.,  1  App. 
C.  662  ;  45  L.  J.,  Ch.  68  ;  35  L.  T.  569  ; 
Xorth  Shore  Ely.  v.  Pi  on,  14  App.  Cas. 
(J12.     See  ante,  Chap.  II.  p.  93. 

*  Lyon  v.  Fishmongers'  Co.,  1  App. 
Cas.  662. 

8  Ibid.,  per  Lord  Cairns,  C. ;  as  to  right 
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nuisance. 


to  be  readily  abatable  and  there  is  no  other  route  available,  but 
not  to  use  the  barge  as  a  means  of  passage  except  in  such  states 
of  the  tide  as  would  have  enabled  them  to  land  directly  on  the 
quay.1 

Any  interference  with  the  right  of  access  is  an  injury  to  private 
property,  and  as  such  actionable  without  proof  of  special  damage.3 

The  obstruction  of  the  navigation  of  a  public  navigable  river  Obstruction 
is  a  public  nuisance,  and  the  subject  of  indictment8  and  informa-  right  is  a 
tion,4  or  of  an  action 5  on  proof  of  special  damage.     Obstructions  PJjJJj® 
can  also  be  abated  by  decree.6 

The  Crown  cannot  interfere  with  the  public  right  by  grant ; 7 
it  can  only  be  abridged  by  Act  of  Parliament,  writ  ad  quod 
damnum,  or  natural  causes.8 

Thus  in  the  case  of  A.-G.  v.  Parmeter,9  buildings,  erections, 
and  inclosures,  between  high  and  low  water  mark  in  the  harbour 
of  Portsmouth,  interrupting  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide,  and 
obstructing  the  public  right  of  navigation,  were  abated  by  decree 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  although  they  were  erected  by  sanction 
and  authority  of  the  corporation  under  a  grant  from  the  Crown, 
the  Court  being  of  opinion,  that  "  where  a  part  of  the  sea  coast 
"  or  shore,  being  the  property  of  the  Crown,  and  giving  jus 
"privatum  to  the  king,  is  granted  to  a  subject  for  uses  so  as  to  be 
"  detrimental  to  the  jus  publicum  therein,  such  grant  is  void  as  to 
"  such  parts  as  are  open  to  such  objection,  if  acted  upon  so  as  to 
"  effect  nuisance  by  working  injury  to  the  public  right,  or  it  is  a 
"  grant  which  does  not  divest  the  Crown  or  invest  the  grantee." 

Building  locks  on  the  Thames  to  the  obstruction  of  navigation 
was,  in  an  early  case,  held  to  be  a  nuisance,  Holt,  C.  J.,  saying: 
"  To  hinder  the  course  of  a  navigable  river  is  against  Magna 
"  Charta,  and  anything  which  aggravates  the  fact,  though  not 
"  directly  to  the  issue,  may  be  given  in  evidence  upon  it,  as  here 
"  the  taking  of  money  to  let  people  pass."  10 


1  Eastern,  Counties  Rly.  v.  Darling , 
5  C.  B.,  N.  S.  821  ;  28  L.  J.,  0.  P.  202. 

2  Rose  v.  Grove*,  5  M.  &  G.  613  ;  sec 
Dalton  v.  Denton,  I  C.  B.,  N.  S.  672  ;  and 
see  ante,  Chap.  II.  p.  94. 

3  R.  v.  Grosvenor,  2  Stark.  511  ;  20 
K.  R.  732. 

*  A.-G.  v.  Richards,  2  Anst.  603;  3 
R.  R.  632. 

*  Rose  v.  Miles,  4  M.  &  S.  101  ;  16 
R.  R.  405  ;  cf.  remarks  of  Parke,  J.,  in 
Duke  of  Newcastle  v,  Clark,  2  Moore, 
Rep.  666  ;  20  R.  R.  583. 


6  A.-G.  v.  Par  meter,  10  Price,  412  ;  24 
R.  R.  723,  745. 

<  A.-G.  v.  Parmrter,  10  Price,  412 
(H.  L.);  24  R.  It.  723,  745;  A.-G.  v. 
Johnson,  2  Wils.,  Ch.  C.  87  ;  18  R.  R. 
156. 

8  R.  v.  Montaque,  6  D.  &  R.  616  ;  28 
R.  R.  420  ;  4  B.  &  C.  89. 

8  10  Price,  378  ;  24  R.  R.  723,  745  ;  see 
also  A.-G.  v.  Burridge,  10  Price,  350; 
24  R.  R.  705;  A.-G.  v.  Richards,  2 
Anstr.  603  ;  3  R.  R.  632. 

10  R.  v.  Clark,  12  Mod.  615. 


_a_~- 


»*  .-r 


2-    & 


*- 


_     & 


»m* 


IN   INLAND   WATERS.  439 

a  decree  of  the  Master  of  the  Bolls,  that  this  was  such  a  tangible 
and  substantial  interference  with  the  navigation  as  ought  to  be 
restrained  by  the  Court.  The  Master  of  the  Eolls  (Sir  G.  Jessel) 
was  of  opinion  that,  independent  of  any  proof  of  actual  obstruc- 
tion, an  injunction  ought  to  be  granted,  on  the  ground  that  no 
man  has  a  right  to  build  on  the  bed  of  a  navigable  river,  and 
that  it  is  not  any  answer  to  say  that  at  the  present  moment  the 
obstruction  is  not  a  nuisance,  for  it  may  become  so — a  change 
may  take  place  in  the  mode  of  navigating  the  river,  so  as  to 
make  that  part  of  it  navigable  which  was  not  before  navigable 
in  any  useful  sense.  His  Lordship  therefore  held  that,  although 
an  indictment  would  not  lie  until  an  actual  nuisance  had  been 
committed,  a  Court  of  Equity  ought  to  interfere  to  restrain  the 
continuance  of  the  obstruction. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lords  Justices,  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  confine  themselves  to  the  question  that  there  was  an 
actual  obstruction  and  nuisance  to  the  navigation ;  but  Cairns, 
L.  C,  says :  "  I  cannot  say  that  there  might  not  be  an  encroach- 
"  ment  of  so  trifling  a  nature  that  the  Court  would  not  inter- 
fere;"1 and  Mellish,  L.  J.,  says:  "It  is  true  there  may  be 
"  spots  in  the  river  where  space  is  not  wanted,  and  where  tljat 
"  which  would  otherwise  be  a  nuisance  might  not  be  such  an 
"  obstruction  of  the  highway  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  this  Court 
"  to  interfere ;  but  it  appears  to  us  that  the  space  is  actually 
"  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  navigation,  and  in  such  a  case 
"  there  is  no  difference  between  a  highway  on  land  and  a  high- 
"  way  on  water.  It  is  no  answer  to  say  that  there  is  room  for 
"  the  ships,  and  that  if  they  are  navigated  with  skill  and  care 
"  there  will  be  no  obstruction.  Those  who  use  the  river  are 
"  entitled  to  say  that  they  have  a  right  to  the  whole  of  the 
"  space ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  not  any  answer  that  the 
"  obstruction  only  occurs  at  certain  times  of  the  tide,  and  in 
"  some  respects  the  alteration  would  be  advantageous.  The 
"  advantage  of  one  person  cannot  be  set  off  against  the  dis- 
"  advantage  of  another.  If  this  is  an  indictable  nuisance  there 
"  must  be  a  remedy  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  that  remedy 
"  is  by  in j  unction.' ' 

In  A.-G.  v.  Lonsdale?  Malins,  V.-C,  held  that  the  erection  of 
a  jetty  by  the  owner  of  the  bed  of  a  tidal  river  ought  to  be 

1  See  Reg.  v.  Rusnell,  3  E.  &  B.  942  ;       E.  143  ;  45  It.  It.  42fi. 
23  L.  J.,  M.  C.  175  ;  R.  v.  Tindal,  6  A.  &  2  L.  K.,  7  Eq.  377. 
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restrained  by  injunction,  on  the  ground  that  though  no  actual 
damage  to  the  navigation  was  proved,  future  damage  might 
result;  but  Lord  Blackburn  in  Orr  Euing  v.  Colquhoun,1 
remarking  on  these  cases,  says:  "In  the  case  of  A.-G.  v. 
"Lonsdale,  the  obstruction  was  in  a  tidal  river,  but  it  occupied 
"  one-third  of  the  breadth  of  the  river.  In  A.-G.  v.  Terry*  there 
"  was  an  actual  occupation,  by  the  piles  put  in  by  the  defendant, 
"  of  part  of  what  was  used  for  the  navigation  and  wanted  for 
"navigation.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  submitted  an  opinion 
"  that  the  Court  of  Equity  might  order  the  piles  to  be  removed, 
"  though  doing  no  present  damage  to  the  navigation,  if  there 
"  might  be  damage  hereafter :  I  apprehend  on  the  ground  of  the 
•'  piles  being  placed  on  the  soil  of  the  Crown,  and  therefore  a 
44  wrong  to  the  Crown.  How  that  may  be  in  such  a  case  it  is 
"  unnecessary  to  consider.  I  think  it  clear  law  in  England  that, 
"  except  at  the  instance  of  a  person  (including  the  Crown)  whose 
"  property  is  injured,  or  of  the  Crown  in  respect  of  some  injury 
"  to  a  public  right,  there  is  no  power  to  prevent  a  man  making 
"  an  erection  on  his  own  land,  though  covered  with  water,  merely 
"  on  speculation  that  some  change  might  occur  that  would  render 
"  that  piece  of  land,  though  not  now  part  of  the  water-way,  at 
"  some  future  period  available  as  part  of  it — I  think  that  the 
"  land  being  covered  with  water  is,  in  such  a  case,  a  mere  acci- 
"  dent,  and  that  the  defenders  are  as  much  at  liberty  to  build 
"  on  the  bed  of  a  river  (if  thereby  they  occasion  no  obstruction) 
*'  as  they  would  be  to  build  on  an  island  which  might  at  some 
"  future  period  be  swept  away." 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  to  be  the  law,  that  the  erection  of 
works  on  the  bed  of  tidal  waters  is  not  indictable  or  actionable 
as  a  nuisance  unless  and  until  actual  interference  with  the 
navigation  is  proved,  and  that  no  anticipated  injury  is  sufficient 
to  maintain  an  action ;  but  that  an  erection  which,  at  the  time 
of  creation,  was  harmless,  may,  owing  to  the  change  of  bed  or 
other  causes,  become  at  some  future  time  a  nuisance ;  and  as  soon 
as  that  is  the  case,  it  may  be  abated  by  indictment  or  decree. 
Where  Where,    however,    there  is    any   actual   obstruction    to    the 

obfitrucUon1*1  nayigati°n>  ifc  would   appear  that   the  question  whether  such 

howjustifi-      obstructions    are    a    nuisance    or  not  will  depend  on   this, — 

e*  Whether  upon  the  whole  they  produce  public  benefit  or  not; 

not  giving  to  the  terms  "public  benefit"  too  extended  a  sense, 

1  2  App.  Cas.  p.  61.  2  L.  U.,  9  Ch.  4*23  ;  30  L.  T.  215. 
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but  applying  them  to  the  public  frequenting  the  place  or  port 
where  the  erection  is — any  private  benefit  to  the  trade  of  a  person 
who  causes  the  obstruction  being  too  remote  to  be  held  to  the 
advantage  of  the  public  generally  so  as  to  justify  the  erection.1 

In  the  case  of  R.  v.  Russell,2  which  was  the  trial  of  an  indict-  r.  v.  Russell. 
ment  for  obstructing  the  navigation  of  the  Tyne  by  erecting 
some  coal  staiths  there,  Bayley,  J.,  left  these  questions  to  the 
jury:  "Were  the  staiths  erected  in  a  reasonable  place?  Was 
*'  there  a  reasonable  space  left  for  the  public  navigating  in  the 
"Tyne?  Were  the  staiths  a  public  benefit?  Did  the  public 
"benefit  countervail  the  prejudice  done  to  individuals?"  The 
jury  in  consequence  of  this  direction  found  the  defendants  not 
guilty,  and  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  on  a  motion  for  a  new 
trial  on  the  ground  of  misdirection  by  the  learned  judge,  refused 
to  disturb  the  verdict. 

In  Rex  v.  Ward,  Lord  Denman,  delivering  the  judgment  of  Rex  v.  Ward. 
the  Court,  thought  R.  v.  Russell  not  well  decided ;  and  lays  down 
the  law  that  it  is  no  defence  to  such  an  indictment  {i.e.,  for 
obstructing  a  navigable  river)  that  though  the  work  be  in  some 
degree  a  hindrance  to  navigation,  it  is  advantageous  in  a  greater 
degree  to  other  uses  of  the  port8  (or  river).  In  Reg.  v.  Randall, 
at  nisi  prixis,  Wightman,  J.,  held  that  the  question  for  the  jury 
was,  whether  the  wharf  occasioned  any  hindrance  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  by  vessels  of  any  description,  and  not  whether 
a  benefit  resulted  to  the  general  navigation—  i.e.,  that  they  were 
not  to  consider  the  defence  that  since  the  wharf  was  made  boats 
of  heavy  burden  could  unlade  there,  which  before  anchored  in 
the  middle  of  the  river,  and  so  the  channel  was  kept  clear.4 

Referring  to  R.  v.  Grosrenor,*  in  Rex  v.  Ward,  Lord  Denman 
further  says:  "Lord  Tenterden  in  R.  v.  Grosvenor  only  submitted 
"  to  the  jury  whether  the  public  had  benefited  by  the  alteration  ; 
"  and  this  was  plainly  confined  to  such  benefits  as  the  public 
"might  have  derived  from  it  in  the  exercise  of  that  very  right, 
"  the  invasion  of  which  was  treated  as  a  nuisance.6 

In  A.-G.  v.  Terry,1  Jessel,  M.  E.,  disapproves  in  strong  terms  A.-G.v.Tkrry. 

1  A.~G.  v.  2'trr y,  supra  ;  R.  v.  Ward,  servators  of  a  river  aud  owners  of  the 
4  A.  &t  K.  384  ;  43  It.  It.  364  ;  Rex  v.  soil  cannot  authorize  a  lessee  to  erect  a 
Grosrowr,  2  Stark.  511  ;  20  11.  11.  732.  wharf  which  produces  inconvenience  to 

2  6  B.  ii  (!.  566  ;  30  It.  It.  482.  the  public  in  the  use  of  the  river  for 

3  4  A.  &  K.  384  ;  43  It.  It.  361.  navigation.)     See  R.  v.  IIolU*,  2  Stark. 

4  Car.  &  M.  496.  536. 

*2   Stark.   511;    20   It.   It.    732;    at  *  4  A.  k  E.  384  ;  43  It.  R.  364. 

nisi  jjr'nts.      (A  corporation  being  con-  '  L.  R.,  9  Ch.  423  ;  30  L.  T.  215.    • 
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of  Rex  v.  Russell,  and  expresses  his  view  of  the  law  in  an 
elaborate  judgment.  "It  was  said  that  that  had  been  decided 
in  the  well-known  case  of  Rex  v.  RxtsselL1  In  my  opinion 
that  case  is  not  law,  and  it  is  right  to  say  so  in  the  clearest 
terms ;  because  it  is  not  well  that  cases  should  continue  to 
be  cited  which  have  been  virtually  overruled,  although  the 
judges  have  not  said  so  in  express  terms.  In  that  case  there 
had  been  some  staiths  erected  in  the  river  Tyne,  and  a  very 
eminent  judge  of  those  days,  Mr.  Justice  Bayley,  in  charging 
the  jury,  had  pointed  out  that  they  were  erected  simply  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  trade.  He  said  2  that '  the  staiths 
'  were  not  merely  a  private  benefit,  for  that  by  means  of  them 
'  the  coals  were  brought  to  market  at  a  smaller  expense,  and  in 
'a  better  condition,  in  both  which  respects  the  public  were 
*  benefited ; '  and  he  then  left  to  their  decision  the  following 
questions :  '  Were  the  staiths  erected  in  a  reasonable  place  ? 
'  Was  there  a  reasonable  space  left  for  the  public  navigating 
'in  the  Tyne?  Were  the  staiths  a  public  benefit?  Did  the 
'  public  benefit  countervail  the  prejudice  done  to  individuals  ?  * 
The  jury  said  that  in  consequence  of  this  direction  they  found 
the  defendants  not  guilty. 

"  The  case  was  brought  before  the  full  Court,  consisting  of  the 
same  judge,  Mr.  Justice  Bayley,  and  two  other  very  eminent 
judges,  Mr.  Justice  Holroyd  and  Lord  Tenterden.  Mr.  Justice 
Bayley  adhered  to  his  own  opinion  ;  Lord  Tenterden  differed ; 
Mr.  Justice  Holroyd,  though  he  came  to  the  conclusion  the 
verdict  should  not  be  disturbed,  did  not  lay  down  the  law 
quite  in  the  same  terms  as  Mr.  Justice  Bayley,  as  regards  the 
public  benefit.  As  I  understand  it,  he  only  put  the  law  to 
this  extent,  that  the  public  benefit  might  possibly  countervail 
the  public  injury ;  for  really  they  are  both  public,  so  that, 
taking  it  on  the  whole,  the  public  was  benefited. 
"  That  case  came  under  discussion  in  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Ward? 
where  Sir  WTilliam  Follett,  whose  interest  it  was  to  support 
Rex  v.  Russell  as  far  as  he  could,  thus  speaks  of  it :  4  '  The 
1  doctrine  of  Rex  v.  Russell  need  not  come  under  discussion  ;  nor 
1  is  there  any  conflict  of  authorities.  Erections  may  be  made  in 
'  a  harbour,  below  high  water  mark,  and  in  places  where  vessels 
1  might,  perhaps,  have  sailed  ;  and  the  question  whether  they 


i  6  B.  &  C.  566. 
2  6  B.  &  V.  57U. 


8  4  A.  &  K.  384. 
4  4  A.  &  E.  395. 
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" '  are  a  nuisance,  or  not,  will  depend  on  this :  whether,  upon 
"'the  whole,  they  produce  public  benefit;  not  giving  to  the 
"'terms  "public  benefit' '  too  extended  a  sense,  but  applying 
"  '  them  to  the  public  frequenting  the  port.' 

"  I  take  it  that  that  statement  in  argument  of  Sir  William 
"  Follett  was  a  correct  statement  of  the  law.  Lord  Denman, 
"  in  giving  the  opinion  of  the  full  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 
"  says :  *  '  The  greatest  weight  is  due  to  the  authority  of 
"  '  Mr.  Justice  Bayley,  who  thus  charged  the  jury,  and  after- 
"  '  wards  upheld  his  opinion  in  this  Court;  and  no  person  can 
"'hesitate  to  ascribe  every  quality  of  an  excellent  judge  to 
" '  Mr.  Justice  Holroyd,  who  agreed  with  him  in  thinking  that 
"  '  the  rule  for  a  new  trial  for  misdirection  ought  to  be  discharged. 
"  '  But,  when  we  examine  the  grounds  of  this  opinion,  as  delivered 
"  '  by  the  latter,  they  will  not  be  found  to  support  in  any  degree 
"  '  the  proposition  just  noticed  in  the  summing  up  * — that  is,  in 
"  the  summing  up  of  Mr.  Justice  Bayley — 'on  the  contrary,  he 
" '  plainly  considers  the  topic  to  have  been  introduced  as  an 
"  'answer  to  some  observations  invidiously  made  to  the  defen- 
"  '  dant's  prejudice  by  the  counsel  who  conducted  the  prosecution, 
"  '  and  thinks  that  it  must  be  qualified  throughout  the  summing 
"  '  up,  and  even  to  its  close,  by  its  connection  with  that  argument. 
"  '  Mr.  Justice  Bayley  himself,  who  delivered  his  judgment  after 
"  '  Mr.  Justice  Holroyd,  takes  a  much  wider  range,  maintaining 
"  '  the  right  to  estimate  the  balance  of  public  benefit  and  public 
"  '  inconvenience,  and  to  take  into  the  account  of  the  former  the 
"  '  advantages  that  may  be  derived  from  the  change  by  any  part 
"  '  of  the  public.  He  takes  for  an  example  the  purchasers  of  coals 
"  '  sent  from  the  indicted  staith  to  a  distant  market.  Lord 
" '  Tenterden  thought  it  wrong  to  submit  such  extensive  views 
"  '  to  the  jury,  and  that  the  question  ought  simply  to  have  been, 
" '  "  Whether  the  navigation  and  passage  of  vessels  over  this 
"'public  navigable  river  was  injured  by  those  erections." ' 
"  Now  that  is  the  final  judgment;  but  there  had  been  a  previous 
"judgment,  a  short  judgment,  as  to  the  whole  of  the  case,  and 
"  what  Lord  Denman  said  was  this : 2  '  My  understanding  at  the 
"  '  trial  certainly  was,  that  the  question  was  much  the  same  as 
"  '  that  in  Rex  v.  Russell?  a  case  the  authority  of  which  has  been 
"  '  much  doubted,  and  is,  perhaps,  likely  to  be  more  so  as  it  is 

1  4  A.  &  E.  4U2.  »  6  B.  &  l\  T>6G. 

2  4  A.  &  E.  4UU. 
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" '  further  examined/  bo  that  it  mast  be  taken  to  have  been  the 
"  opinion  of  the  full  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  in  Lord  Denman's 
"  time,  that  the  summing  up  of  Mr.  Justice  Bay  ley  in  Rex  v. 
"  Russell  could  not  be  supported  ;  he  does  not  say  so  in  distinct 
"  and  clear  terms,  but  the  effect  of  the  judgment  of  the  full  Court 
"was,  that  they  agreed  with  Lord  Tenterden,  and  disagreed  with 
"  Mr.  Justice  Bay  ley.  What  really  were  the  points  on  which  they 
"disagreed?  I  think  they  were  two,  and  I  think  on  those  two 
"  points  the  charge  of  Mr.  Justice  Bayley  was  erroneous.  In  the 
"  first  place,  I  think  the  benefit,  whatever  it  is,  must  be  a  public 
"  benefit  to  the  same  public,  that  is,  the  same  public  who  use 
"  the  navigation,  or,  as  it  was  put  by  Sir  William  Follett,  '  the 
"  '  public  frequenting  the  port,'  In  the  next  place,  I  think  that 
"  the  benefit  to  the  public  must  be  a  direct  benefit,  whereas  the 
"  benefit  which  he  was  considering  was  an  indirect,  and,  as  it 
"appears  to  me,  too  remote  a  benefit.  It  was  that  coals  came 
"to  the  London  market  in  rather  a  better  condition,  and  were, 
"possibly,  sold  at  a  lower  price.  That  does  not  appear  to  me 
"  to  be  a  public  benefit  in  the  sense  of  the  term  in  which  it  ought 
"  to  be  used  when  considering  the  question  of  nuisance. 

"  Then,  it  may  be  asked,  what  is  a  public  benefit  in  my  view  ? 
"I  Bay  it  is  a  benefit  of  a  similar  nature,  showing  that  on  the 
"balance  of  convenience  and  inconvenience  the  public  at  that 
"  place  not  only  lose  nothing,  but  gain  something  by  the  erec- 
"  tion.  There  are  two  cases  in  the  books  which  will  illustrate 
"  my  meaning,  and,  I  think,  fairly  show  what  sort  of  public 
"  benefit  it  is.  The  first  is  this.  In  the  case  of  a  tidal  harbour 
"of  irregular  shape,  it  may  be  desirable  to  straighten  the 
"  sides,  the  result  of  which  would  be,  of  course,  in  the  parts 
"where  you  take  away  the  water-way,  to  diminish  the  area 
"usable  for  navigation;  in  those  parts  where  you  add  to 
"  the  water-way  you  would  increase  the  area.  If,  in  the 
"course  of  this  straightening,  the  whole  of  the  harbour  is 
"  made  larger  and  more  commodious,  then,  I  think,  the  public 
"  benefit  gained  at  the  particular  point  where  the  navigable 
"  water  is  narrow  overbalances  the  public  injury,  and,  in  that 
"  sense,  the  improvement  of  the  harbour  would  not  be  a 
"nuisance;  and  that  is  what  I  understand  Lord  Hale  intends 
"  to  say  in  the  passage  which  has  been  referred  to.1    Another 

1  Hale  de  Portibus  Maris,  Harg.  Tract.       C.   p.    572  ;    The  Portsmouth  Harbour 
85  ;  The  Sutton  Pool  rate,  cited  6  B.  &      rate,  cited  ibid. 
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"  case  is  this,  which  also  appears  in  reported  cases :  Suppose 
"  you  have  a  navigable  river,  and  it  is  necessary  to  cross  it 
"  by  a  bridge,  and  the  river  is  too  wide  to  allow  of  a  bridge 
"  of  a  single  span,  you  must  then  put  one  or  more  piers 
"  into  the  middle  of  the  river,  and,  of  course,  according  to  the 
"extent  you  introduce  bridge  piers  or  bridge  arches  into  a 
"  navigable  river,  you  to  some  extent  diminish  the  water-way, 
"  and  to  some  extent,  perhaps  to  a  more  or  less  material  extent, 
"  obstruct  the  navigation.1  But  it  is  for  the  public  benefit  at 
"  that  spot  that  a  public  road  should  be  carried  over  the  river 
"by  the  bridge,  and  that  benefit  may  so  far  exceed  the  trifling 
"  injury,  if  injury  it  be,  to  the  navigation,  that,  on  the  whole, 
"a  Court  of  justice  may  fairly  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
"  public  benefit  of  a  much  greater  amount  has  been  conferred  on 
"  the  public  than  the  trifling  injury  occasioned  by  the  insertion 
"  of  the  piers  into  the  bed  of  the  river.  In  that  case,  also,  it 
"  would  be  a  public  benefit  that  would  counterbalance  the  public 
"  injury.  I  give  those  as  illustrations,  but  I  think  it  must  be 
"  confined,  as  put  by  Sir  William  Follett  in  his  argument,  to 
"  cases  of  public  benefit,  and  not  used  in  too  extended  a  sense. 

"  In  this  case  really  I  have  no  evidence  whatever  of  benefit  to 
"  the  public.  The  defendant  is  doing  this  for  the  purposes  of 
"  his  own  trade  :  it  is  too  remote  a  benefit  to  the  public  to  say 
"  that  the  encouragement  of  the  trade  of  a  single  individual  is 
"  therefore  a  benefit  to  the  public.,,3 

Weirs  or  other  fixed  engines  for  taking  fish,  which  obstruct  weireob- 
the  whole  or  part  of  the  navigation  of  a  public  navigable  river,  8tru.ctin.g 
are  illegal,  and  a  nuisance,  unless  granted  by  the  Crown  before  illegal, 
the  reign  of  Edward  I.    It  does  not  appear  that  the  Crown  ever 
had  the  right  to  obstruct  the  navigation  by  so  erecting  weirs ; 
but  such  weirs  as  had  been  erected  under  grants  from  the  Crown 
before  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  were  subsequently  legalized  by 
stat.  25  Edw.  III.  c.  4.     If  a  weir  which  has  been  so  granted 
and  legalized,  at  the  time  of  the  grant  obstructed  the  navigation 
of  only  a  part  of  the  river,  it  does  not  become  illegal  by  the 
stream  changing  its  bed,  so  that  the  weir  obstructs  the  only  pari 
of  the  navigable  passage  remaining ;  but  where  the  Crown  had 
no  right  to  obstruct  the  whole  passage  of  the  river,  it  had  no 
right  to  erect  a  weir  obstructing  a  part,  except  subject  to  the 

1  See  Reg.  v.  JBetts,  16  G.  B.  1022.  2  For  statement  of  the  above  case,  see 

.  ante,  p.  438. 
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William*  v. 
Wilcox. 


A  private  in- 
dividual 
cannot  abate 
a  public 
nuisance. 


rights  of  the  public;  and,  therefore,  in  such  a  case,  the  weir 
would  become  illegal,  upon  the  rest  of  the  river  being  so  choked, 
that  there  could  be  no  passage  elsewhere. 

The  above  propositions  were  laid  down  by  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  in  the  case  of  Williams  v.  Wilcox.1  "If,"  says  Lord 
Denman,  G.  J.,  "  the  subject  had,  by  common  law,  a  right  of 
"  passage  in  the  channel  of  the  river,  paramount  to  the  power 
"  of  the  Crown,  we  cannot  conceive  such  right  to  have  been 
"  originally  other  than  a  right  locally  unlimited  to  pass  in  all 
"  and  every  part  of  the  channel.  The  absence  of  any  right  to  go 
"  extra  viam,  in  the  case  of  a  channel  being  choked,  and  the  want 
"  of  definite  obligation  to  repair,  only  render  it  more  important 
"that  the  right  of  passage  should  extend  to  all  parts  of  the 
''channel.  If,  subject  to  this  right,  the  Crown  had  the  pre- 
"  rogative  of  raising  weirs  in  such  parts  as  were  not  required  by 
"  the  subject  for  the  purposes  of  navigation,  it  follows,  from  the 
"very  nature  of  a  paramount  right  on  the  one  hand,  and  a 
"  subordinate  right  on  the  other,  that  the  latter  must  cease 
"  whenever  it  cannot  be  exercised  but  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
"  former.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  nothing  unreasonable  in 
"  supposing  the  right  to  erect  the  weir,  subject  to  the  necessities 
"  of  the  public  when  they  should  arise.  We  cannot  see  any 
"satisfactory  evidence  that  the  power  of  the  Crown  in  this 
"  respect  (i.e.,  of  obstructing  the  navigation)  was  greater  at  the 
"common  law  before  the  passing  of  Magna  Charta  than  it  has 
"been  since.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  legality  of 
"the  weir  cannot  be  sustained  on  the  supposition  of  any  power 
"  existing  by  law  in  the  Crown  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.,  which 
"  is  now  taken  away.  But  this  does  not  exhaust  the  question, 
"  because  what  was  not  legal  at  first,  may  have  been  subsequently 
"  legalized.  If,  upon  examination  of  the  stats.  23  Edw.  III.  c.  4, 
"  &c,  relied  on  by  the  plaintiff,  such  a  grant,  whether  valid  or 
"  not  at  common  law,  appears  to  be  saved  by  their  operation,  the 
"  object  of  the  defendants  falls  to  the  ground ;  and  we  think  that 
"  to  be  the  true  construction  of  the  statutes."2 

Though  it  would  appear  that  a  public  nuisance  may  be  abated 
in  a  peaceable  manner,  a  private  individual  cannot  abate  a  public 


*  8  A.  &  E.  314 ;  7  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  229  ; 
47  R.  R.  595.  For  the  law  as  to  weirs 
in  non-navigable  rivers,  see  JRolle  v. 
Whyte,  L.  R,,  3  Q.  B.  286 ;  Leconfield  v. 
Lonsdale,,    L.   R.,    5   C.    P.    657,   ante, 


Chap.  VI.  p.  371  ;  and  as  to  weirs 
obstructing  fishery  in  tidal  waters, 
p.  360. 

2  Per  Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  in  William* 
v.  in/mr.  8  A.  &  E.  314  ;  47  R.  R.  595. 
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nuisance,  unless  it  does  him  some  special  injury  beyond  that 
which  is  suffered  by  the  rest  of  the  public.1  Thus,  in  Mayor  of 
Colchester  v.  Brooke,2  it  has  been  held,  that  where  property,  such 
as  oysters,  are  placed  in  the  bed  of  a  navigable  river  so  as  to  be 
a  nuisance,  a  person  navigating  is  not  justified  in  damaging  such 
property,  by  running  his  vessel  against  it,  if  he  has  room  to  pass 
without  so  doing.  So,  in  Dimes  v.  Petley,*  the  defendant,  under 
similar  circumstances,  was  held  not  justified  in  running  his  ship 
against  a  wharf  projecting  into  a  public  river ;  the  Court  being 
of  opinion  that  a  person  under  such  circumstances  can  only 
interfere  with  a  public  nuisance  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  exercise 
his  right  of  passage,  and  cannot  justify  doing  any  damage  to  the 
property  of  the  person  who  has  improperly  placed  the  nuisance 
in  the  highway,  if,  avoiding  it,  he  might  have  passed  on  with 
reasonable  convenience. 

The  obstruction  of  a  public  navigation  is,  moreover,  actionable  Obstruction 
on  proof  of  special  damage.     Thus,  where  the  plaintiff  was  navi-  ^uonaWe^n 
gating  his  barge  on  a  public  navigable  creek,  and  defendant  proof  of 
wrongfully  moored  his  barge  across  it,  and  kept  the  same  so  damage, 
moored,  and  prevented  the  plaintiff  from  navigating  his  barges, 
whereby  the  plaintiff  had  to  convey  his  goods  a  great  distance  by 
land,  this  was  held  to  be  such  special  damage  for  which  an  action 
would  lie.4    Any  interference  with  the  right  of  access  to  a  wharf  Obstruction 
or  landing-place,  being  an  injury  to  property  quite  distinct  from  ^c^h£c°fion_ 
the  injury  to  the  public  right,  is  actionable,  without  any  proof  of  able  without 
special  damage.6     Whether  an  obstruction  to  a  river  amounts  to  glving  proo  • 
an  interference  with  the  right  of  access  is  a  question  of  fact  to  be 
determined  in  each  particular  case.6 

Any  person  who  erects  or  keeps  in  a  navigable  river  an  Responsi- 
obstruction  to  the  navigation  is  responsible  for  any  injury  caused  damage1 
thereby.     Thus,  in  Brownloiv  v.  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,1  the  caused  by 

obstruc  t  ions 

defendants  were  held  liable  at  the  suit  of  the  owner  of  a  vessel 
which  sustained  damage  by  grounding  on  a  pile  negligently  placed 
on  the  foreshore  by  a  contractor  employed  by  them.  So,  the  owners 
of  structures  on  the  shores  of  public  rivers  which  are  not  nuisances 
if  kept  in  proper  repair,  may  be  liable  for  damage  occasioned 

1  See  post,  Chap.  X.  *  Lyon  v.  Fishmonger*'  Co.,  1  App. 

1  7  Q.  B.  339.  C.  662  ;  Rose  v.  Groves,  5  M.  &  G.  613  ; 

8  15  Q.  B.  283.  see  aide,  p.  435,  and  Chap.  II.  p.  94. 

4  Rose  v.  Miles,  4  M.  k  S.  101 ;   16  6  Bell  v.    Corporation  of  Quebec,  41 

R.  R.  405  ;  see  Chichester  v.  Lethbridge,  L.  T.,  N.  S.  451  (P.  C). 

Willes,  71  ;  Williams1  ease,  5  Coke,  145.  1  16  C.  B.,  N.  S.  546. 
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by  negligence.  Thus,  in  White  v.  Phillips,1  the  defendants,  wharf 
owners  on  the  river  Thames,  kept  a  campshed,  a  structure  of 
piles  and  planks,  placed  there  by  their  predecessors  to  support 
an  excavation  in  front  of  the  wharf.  The  campshed  was  originally 
properly  constructed,  but  was  suffered  to  be  out  of  repair.  The 
Court  held  that  the  defendants  were  liable  for  damage  caused  to 
a  barge  which  was  brought  to  the  wharf  for  the  purpose  of 
loading,  and  was  there  so  moored  by  those  in  charge  of  her,  that, 
on  the  recess  of  the  tide,  she  struck  on  a  submerged  pile  of  the 
campshed,  and  was  injured ;  on  the  ground  that  a  duty  was  cast 
on  the  defendants  to  keep  the  campshed  in  repair,  or  to  give 
notice  of  the  danger.  The  mere  fact,  however,  that  the  cause  of 
injury  is  the  property  of  a  man,  does  not  make  him  responsible 
for  damage  caused  by  it.3  Thus,  where  a  declaration  stated  that 
the  defendants  were  possessed  of  a  mooring  anchor,  kept  and 
fixed  by  them  in  a  known  part  of  a  navigable  river,  covered  by 
the  ordinary  tides ;  that  the  anchor  became  removed,  and 
remained  in  another  part  of  the  river,  covered  by  the  ordinary 
tides,  not  indicated,  whereof  the  defendants  had  notice;  and 
although  they  had  means  and  power  of  refixing  and  securing  the 
anchor,  and  indicating  it,  they  neglected  to  do  so,  whereby  the 
plaintiff's  vessel,  while  sailing  in  a  part  of  the  river  ordinarily 
used  by  ships,  ran  foul  of  and  struck  the  anchor,  and  was  thereby 
damaged,  it  was  held  that  the  declaration  was  bad,  as  not 
showing  that  defendants  were  privy  to  the  removal  of  the  anchor, 
or  that  it  was  their  duty  to  refix  it,  and  to  indicate  it.8 

Maule,  J. :  "  This  declaration,  in  effect,  states  that  an  anchor, 
"  the  property  of  defendants,  somehow  was  placed  in  a  part  of  a 
"  navigable  river ;  but  how,  is  not  stated.  The  circumstances  of 
"  the  anchor  being  defendants'  property,  will  not,  of  itself,  render 
"  them  liable.  To  have  this  effect,  it  must  amount  to  a  public 
"  nuisance  or  a  private  injury  by  them.  This  declaration  carefully 
"  steers  clear  of  stating  that  the  defendants  did  the  mischief.  It 
"  shows  about  as  good  a  cause  of  action  as  if  it  stated  that  some- 
"  body  beat  the  plaintiff  with  the  defendants'  stick.  The  case 
"  falls  within  The  King  v.  Watts*  and  Brown  v.  MaUett"  * 

In  Curling  v.  Wood,9  the  defendant,  a  wharfinger,  was  held 

1  15  C.  B.,  N.  S.  245.  Railway,  10  C.  B.  348. 

*  See  Rirer  Wear    Commissioner*  v.  4  2  Esp.,  N.  P.  C.  675  ;  5  R.  R.  766. 

Adam-son,  2  App.  Cas.  771  ;  47  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  *  5  C.  B.  599. 

193  ;  37  L.  T.  543,  post,  p.  451.  8  16  M.  &  W.  628  (Ex.  Ch.). 

8  JIandcock   v.    York  and  Newcastle 
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liable  for  negligently  mooring  the  plaintiff's  vessel,  which  was 
alongside  his  wharf ,  "  for  reward  to  him  the  defendant,"  whereby 
it  was  damaged  on  the  recess  of  the  tide,  by  striking  against 
some  woodwork  in  front  of  the  wharf.  It  was  argued  that  there 
was  no  duty  disclosed,  whereby  the  action  could  be  maintained  ; 
but  the  Court  held,  that  whatever  the  duties  of  wharfingers 
might  be  generally,  here  the  defendant  moored  the  vessel  for 
profit  to  him,  and  was  liable  for  negligently  placing  the  vessel 
where  it  became  damaged,  he  knowing  the  state  of  the  woodwork. 

Where  the  obstruction  of  the  public  right  of  navigation  is  Obstructions 
authorized  by  statute,  no  action  will  lie  for  damage  caused  by  the  ^uatu0te.z      J 
due  execution  of  the  works  authorized  by  the  statute,  but  if  the 
persons  so  authorized  exceed  their  powers  or  are  guilty  of  negli- 
gence in  carrying  out  their  works,  they  will  be  responsible  for 
damage  so  occasioned.1 

In  Kearns  v.  The  Cordicainers9  Co.,~  the  conservators  of  the 
Thames  were  authorized  by  their  Act  (sect.  53  of  20  &  21  Vict, 
c.  cxlvii.)  to  grant  licences  to  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  fronting 
the  Thames,  to  make  piers  and  jetties,  &c.  on  the  bed  of  the 
river ;  and  it  was  provided  by  sect.  179,  that  none  of  the  powers 
of  the  Act  were  to  abridge  any  right  to  which  any  occupiers  of 
any  lands  were  entitled.  It  was  held,  that  no  action  would  lie 
by  the  owner  of  land  on  the  banks,  against  another  owner,  for 
erecting  a  jetty  by  licence  from  the  conservators,  which  merely 
interfered  with  the  plaintiff's  right  as  one  of  the  public  to  navigate 
the  river,  the  effect  of  the  statute  being  to  license  buildings 
which  interfered  with  the  navigation  of  the  river.  But  in  Lyon  v. 
Fishmongers9  Co.,8  it  was  held,  that  under  the  same  section  no 
interference  with  the  private  right  of  access  to  a  wharf  was 
authorized,  such  a  right  being  within  the  exception  in  sect.  179. 

In  Abraham  v.  Great  Northern  Railway f  to  an  action  brought 
for  obstructing  the  navigation  of  a  river,  it  was  pleaded  that 
the  works  complained  of  were  authorized  by  the  Railway  Clauses 
Consolidation  Act,  and  the  Court  held  that  the  Act  applied  as 
well  to  navigable  as  to  non-navigable  rivers,  and  that  the  works 
were  authorized  and  that  the  plea  was  good,  although  it  did  not 
aver  that  "  as  little  damage  was  done  as  possible." 

1  As  to  this,  see  CraeJtnell  v.  Thetford,  Thames,  1  Hem.  &  M.  1. 

L.  R.,  4  C.  P.  529  ;  38  L.  J.,  C.  P.  353,  8  1  App.  Cas.  662 ;  see  ante,  Chap.  II. 

and  ante,  Chap.  V.  pp.  268  et  seq.  pp.  93  et  seq. 

*  6  C.  B.,  N.  S.  388  ;  28  L.  J.,  C.  P.  4  16  Q.  B.  586  ;  20  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  322. 
285 ;   see  A.-Q.  v.  Conservators  of  the 

l.w.  29 
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Duties  and 
liabilities  of 
persons 
navigating. 


Arise  out  of 
■control  of 
vessel. 


Vessels  sunk 
by  accident. 


In  JoUiffe  v.  Wallasey  Local  Board,1  the  defendants  were 
authorized  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  make  a  pier,  &c.  They  did 
so  according  to  plans  deposited  with  the  admiralty.  They  also 
made  a  floating  landing-stage  attached  by  chains  to  the  land, 
and  also  by  anchors  fixed  by  permission  in  the  bed  of  the  Mersey 
beyond  the  limits  on  their  plans.  The  plaintiff's  steam  tag 
struck  on  one  of  the  anchors  and  was  injured.  On  a  special  case 
stated  by  an  arbitrator  it  was  found  that  the  defendants  in  doing 
what  they  did,  acted  under  a  bona  fide  belief  that  they  were  acting 
within  their  powers — that  they  were  not  guilty  of  negligence  in 
the  mode  of  laying  down  and  mooring  the  anchors,  but  that  they 
were  guilty  of  negligence  in  not  properly  buoying  the  anchors  so 
as  to  indicate  their  position ;  and  the  Court  held  upon  this  finding 
that  they  were  guilty  of  negligence,  and  responsible  for  the  damage. 

In  Brownlow  v.  Metropolitan  Board?  it  was  held,  that  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  have  no  power  under  the  Metropolis 
Management  Act  (18  <k  19  Vict.  c.  120,  *.  185),  to  erect  any 
works  on  the  bed  of  the  Thames  without  first  obtaining  the 
consent  of  the  admiralty,  and  of  the  conservators  of  the  river, 
and  that  they  were  liable  for  damage  done  to  a  vessel  from 
grounding  on  a  pile  negligently  placed  on  the  foreshore  by  a 
contractor  in  their  employment. 

It  is  the  duty  of  a  person  using  a  public  navigable  river,  with 
a  vessel  of  which  he  is  possessed,  and  has  the  control  and 
management,  to  use  reasonable  skill  and  care  to  prevent  mischief 
to  others ;  and  in  the  case  of  collision  he  must  sustain,  without 
compensation,  the  damage  occasioned  to  his  own  vessel,  and  is 
liable  to  pay  compensation  for  that  sustained  by  another  navi- 
gated with  skill  and  care  ;  and  this  liability  is  the  same  whether 
his  vessel  be  in  motion  or  stationary,  floating  or  aground,  under 
water  or  above  it.3  This  duty  arises  out  of  the  control  of  the 
vessel,  and  may  be  transferred  with  the  possession  and  control 
of  the  vessel  to  another  person.  Where  the  vessel  ceases  to  be 
under  the  control  of  the  owner,  this  obligation  ceases.4 

Thus,  it  has  been  held,  that  where  a  vessel  is  sunk  in  a 
navigable  river  by  accident  or  misfortune,  an  indictment  will  not 


»  L.  R.,  9  C.  P.  62. 

1  16  C.  B.,  N.  S.  546. 

3  Brown  v.  Mallet,  5  C.  B.  599 ;  see 
also  Stubbs  v.  Hilditeh,  51  J.  P.  758 ; 
Whits  v.  Phillips,  15  C.  B.,  N.  S.  245; 
81  L.  J.,  C.  P.  33 ;  9  L.  T.  388  ;  Dimes 


v.  Petley,  16  Q.  B.  276.    For  Kules  of 
the    Sea  as  to  lights,  signals,  sailing, 
steering  and  collisions,  see  ante,  pp.  413 
et  seq. 
4  White  v.  Crisp,  10  Ex.  812. 


IN   INLAND   WATERS.  451 

lie  against  the  owner  for  not  raising  it.1  It  was  said  by  Lord 
Ellenborough  at  Nisi  Prius,2  that  the  owner  of  a  vessel  sunk  in  a 
navigable  river  is  bound  to  place  a  buoy  over  the  wreck,  and  that 
it  is  not  sufficient  to  place  a  watchman  near  to  point  out  the 
danger;  but  in  the  subsequent  cases  of  Broim  v.  Mallet  and 
White  v.  Crisp,  Lord  Ellenborough  is  said  to  go  too  far,  and  to 
assume  in  all  cases  that  the  owner  of  a  vessel  is  bound  to  mark 
the  wreck  with  a  buoy,  whereas  the  law  is,  that  if  a  vessel  be  sunk 
by  accident  and  without  any  default  of  the  owner  or  his  servant, 
no  duty  is  ordinarily  cast  on  him  to  remove  it,  or  use  any  precau- 
tion by  placing  a  buoy  or  otherwise  to  prevent  other  vessels  from 
striking  against  it,  except  for  so  long  as  he  remains  in  possession 
and  control  of  it — the  liability  ceases  when  the  control  ceases. 

The  law  on  this  question  of  liability  is  thus  stated  by  Lord 
Blackburn  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  case  of  the  River  Wear  River  Wear 
Commissioners  v.  Adamson*  siJner/y. 

"  Property  adjoining  to  a  spot  on  which  the  public  have  a  Adamwn. 
"  right  to  carry  on  traffic,  is  liable  to  be  injured  by  that  traffic. 
"  In  this  respect  there  is  no  difference  between  a  shop,  the  rail- 
"  ings  or  windows  of  which  may  be  broken  by  a  carriage  on  the 
"  road,  and  a  pier  adjoining  to  a  harbour  or  a  navigable  river  or 
"  the  sea,  which  is  liable  to  be  injured  by  a  ship.  In  either  case 
"  the  owner  of  the  injured  property  must  bear  his  own  loss, 
"  unless  he  can  establish  that  some  other  person  is  in  fault  and 
"  liable  to  make  it  good ;  and  he  does  not  establish  this  against 
"  a  person  merely  by  showing  that  he  is  the  owner  of  the  carriage 
"  or  ship  which  did  the  mischief,  for  the  owner  incurs  no  liability 
"  merely  because  he  is  owner.  But  he  does  establish  such 
"  liability  against  any  person  who  either  wilfully  did  the  damage 
"  or  neglected  that  duty  which  the  law  casts  on  those  in  charge 
"  of  a  carriage  on  land  and  a  ship  or  float  of  timber  on  water,  to 
"  take  reasonable  care  and  to  use  reasonable  skill  to  prevent  it 
"  from  doing  injury,  and  that  this  wilfulness  or  neglect  caused 
"  the  damage.  And  if  he  can  prove  that  the  person  who  has 
"  been  guilty  of  either  stood  in  the  relation  of  servant  to  another 
''  and  that  the  fault  occurred  in  the  course  of  the  employment, 
"he  establishes  a  liability  against  the  master  also;  .  .  .  but 

1  It.  v.    Watts,  2  Esp.  675  ;  5  R.  B,  Lancaster  Canal  Co.,  11  A.  &  E.  223. 

766  ;  sec  also  The  Douglas,  7  P.  D.  151  ;  2  Harmond  v.  Pearson,  1  Camp.  615. 

51  L.  J.  Ad.  89  :   47  L.   T.  502  ;  The  s  2  App.  Cas.  743  at  p.  767  ;  47  L.  J., 

Utopia,  (1893)  App.  Ca8.  492  ;  62  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  193  ;  37  L.  T.  543. 
P.  C.  118;    76  L.  T.   47  ;    Parnaby  v. 

29—2 
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from  which  yard  the  plaintiff's  close  had  been  lately  severed; 
and  it  was  questioned  whether  such  a  claim,  even  by  the  occupier 
of  the  entire  premises,  would  be  sustained  by  proof  that  goods 
were  brought  to  the  inn  along  the  watercourse  in  boats  not 
belonging  to  the  occupier,  or  navigated  by  his  servants  properly 
Orr  Swing  v.  so  called.  Lord  Blackburn,  in  Orr  Ewing  v.  Colquhoun,1  says : 
•***  «  Tbe  river  Leven  is  an  inland  stream,  and  the  tide  does  not 

"  flow  up  to  the  spot  where  the  piers  are  erected,  and,  as  is 
"  pointed  out  by  the  Lord  President,  the  rights  of  the  Crown  as 
"  regards  the  soil  of  the  alveus,  and  of  the  public  to  navigate,  are 
"  not  the  same  in  such  a  river  as  they  are  in  the  sea  or  in  a  tidal 
"  estuary.  In  the  present  case,  however,  there  is  ample  evidence 
"  that  there  had  been,  at  least  as  long  as  living  memory  extended, 
"  a  user  by  the  public  of  the  navigation  in  the  river  during  the 
"  period  of  the  year  when  the  water  was  high  enough, — that  is, 
"  according  to  Mr.  Smollett,  who  was  called  for  the  defence,  on 
"  an  average  for  two- thirds  of  the  year ;  and  the  very  able  counsel 
"  who  argued  for  the  appellants  felt  it  so  impossible  to  deny  that 
"  there  was  evidence  of  user  in  this  water-way  by  vessels,  such 
"  that  similar  evidence,  if  the  question  had  been  as  to  user  of  a 
"  land  way  by  carriages,  would  have  established  the  public  right, 
"  that  he  abandoned  this  point,  and  I  do  not  think  any  of  the 
"  noble  and  learned  lords  who  heard  the  argument  entertain  any 
"  doubt  that  the  interlocutor,  so  far  as  it  finds  that  the  Leven  is 
"  a  navigable  river  free  to  the  public,  and  that  the  defenders 
"  have  no  right  to  execute  works  which  obstruct  the  navigation, 
"  is  right.  .  .  .  Now3  the  public  who  have  acquired  by  user  a 
"  right  of  way  on  land,  or  a  right  of  navigation  on  an  inland 
"  water,  have  no  right  of  property.  They  have  a  right  to  pass 
"  as  fully,  and  as  freely,  and  as  safely  as  they  have  been  wont 
"to  do ;  but  unless  there  is  a  present  interference  with  that 
"  right,  or  it  can  be  shown  that  what  is  now  done  will  necessarily 
"  produce  effects  which  will  interfere  with  that  right,  there  is  no 
"  injuria ;  and  I  think  that  if  there  be  no  injuria,  the  foundation 
"  of  the  right  to  have  the  thing  removed  fails." 

In  Bourke  v.  Davis*  it  was  laid  down  by  Kay,  J.,  that  a  claim 
to  a  highway  for  boats  over  a  non-tidal  stream  must  be  treated 
as  if  it  were  a  claim  to  establish  a  right  of  highway  on  dry  land, 
and  that  a  right  of  recreation  by  custom  upon  the   land  of 


Bourke  v. 
Davis. 


1  2  App.  Cas.  847. 
*  Ibid.  p.  854. 
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another  cannot  exist  as  a  right  in  the  public  generally,  but  must 
be  confined  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  particular  district. 

In  this  case  the  river  M.  was  a  non-tidal  tributary  of  the 
Thames.  The  flow  of  the  M.  on  its  course  to  the  Thames  was 
obstructed  by  a  mill-dam,  and  in  order  to  bring  boats  from  the 
Thames  on  to  the  part  of  the  M.  above  the  dam,  it  was  necessary 
to  take  them  out  of  the  water  and  carry  them  over  private  land. 
The  M.  above  the  dam  flowed  under  bridges,  first  at  G.  and  then 
at  E. ;  and  the  part  of  the  river  between  the  bridge  at  G.  and  the 
dam  was  not  a  way  from  one  public  place  to  another,  had  never 
been  used  as  a  water-way  except  for  purposes  of  pleasure  and 
recreation,  and  its  depth  and  capacity  for  boating  traffic  depended 
on  the  existence  of  the  dam.  The  plaintiff,  who  was  owner  of 
an  estate  lying  on  both  sides  of  this  part  of  the  M.,  obstructed 
the  water-way  of  the  river,  where  it  flowed  through  his  land, 
with  posts  and  chains.  The  defendant,  who  was  a  riparian 
proprietor,  but  who  had  for  eight  years  previously  kept  boats  on 
a  piece  of  land  not  belonging  to  him  and  let  them  out  for  hire, 
pulled  down  the  obstruction,  and  justified  his  act  on  the  ground 
that  this  part  of  the  M.  was  a  highway.  The  plaintiff  brought 
this  action  for  an  injunction  to  prevent  his  obstruction  from 
being  interfered  with,  and  the  defendant  counterclaimed  for  an 
injunction  to  restrain  any  hindrance  to  the  passage  of  his  boats. 
From  the  evidence  it  appeared  that  there  had  been  no  main- 
tenance of  the  water-way  by  any  person,  with  the  exception 
of  dredging  by  the  owner  of  the  mill;  that  as  far  back  as  living 
memory  went  there  had  been  boating  on  this  part  of  the  river  by 
the  riparian  proprietors  and  their  friends ;  that  subsequently  by 
degrees,  and  at  first  quite  secretly,  a  few  persons  living  on  the 
bank  began  to  take  remuneration  for  lending  their  boats,  not 
making  any  charge,  but  receiving  what  the  borrower  chose  to 
give;  that  thenceforth  the  growing  practice  of  boating  for 
pleasure,  including  fishing,  had  not  been  effectively  interfered 
with  until  the  plaintiff  put  his  obstruction  across  the  stream, 
though  notices  had  been  put  up  near  the  river  warning  persons 
against  trespassing  in  boats  for  fishing  or  otherwise ;  but  there 
was  no  evidence  which  could  establish  any  public  right  of  fishing. 

Kay,  J.,  says  in  delivering  judgment,1  "  The  defendant  justifies 
"  his  acts  as  one  of  the  public.  His  case  is  that  the  river  from 
"  Gobham  Bridge  through  Esher  Bridge  to  the  paper  mills  is  a 

1  44  Ch.  D.  at  p.  120. 
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highway.  He  makes  no  claim  for  a  right  of  recreation  by 
custom.  Such  a  claim  is  known  to  our  law,  but  is  carefully 
restricted.  It  cannot  exist  as  a  right  in  the  public  generally, 
but  must  be  confined  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  particular  district : 
Fitch  v.  Bawling ;  *  Earl  of  Coventry  v.  Willes.2  For  all  the 
purposes  of  this  case  the  right  claimed  is  similar  to  a  right 
of  highway  on  land  not  covered  by  water.  In  Orr  Eicing  v. 
Colqukoun*  Lord  Hatherley,  L.  C,  speaking  of  the  river 
Leven,  a  non-tidal  river  in  Scotland,  says,4  'There  are  two 
'  totally  distinct  and  different  things ;  the  one  is  the  right 
'  of  property,  and  the  other  is  the  right  of  navigation.  The 
'  right  of  navigation  is  simply  a  right  of  way.'  Lord  Black- 
burn, in  the  same  case,  says,5  '  There  was  evidence  of  user 
'  in  this  water-way  by  vessels,  such  that  similar  evidence, 
*  if  the  question  had  been  as  to  the  user  of  a  land-way 
'  by  carriages,  would  have  established  the  public  right.'  I 
must  treat  the  claim  of  the  defendant,  therefore,  as  if  it 
were  a  claim  to  establish  a  right  of  highway  on  dry  land. 
Now,  in  the  case  of  such  a  claim,  a  very  material  consideration 
is,  by  whom  has  the  roadway  been  metalled,  repaired,  and 
maintained  in  order.  In  a  dispute  as  to  the  alleged  right, 
the  answer  to  this  question  may  be  decisive.  Here  there  has 
been  no  maintenance  of  the  water-way  by  anyone,  except  that 
the  mill  owner— I  suppose,  to  ensure  the  flow  of  water  to  his 
mill — seems  to  have  employed  men  to  dredge  out  the  silt  or 
ballast,  as  it  is  called.  The  width  and  direction  are  defined 
by  the  banks  of  the  river.  I  asked  during  the  argument  if 
there  was  any  authority  for  saying  that  a  lake  in  private 
grounds,  touched  at  one  point  only  by  a  public  road,  could 
be  subjected  to  a  right  which  would  make  it  a  highway,  by 
persons  launching  boats  from  the  road  and  boating  on  it 
for  pleasure.  No  such  authority  has  been  produced.  But 
reference  was  made  to  Marshall  v.  Ulleswater  Steam  Navigar 
tion  Co.6  That  case,  however,  was  one  in  which  the  right  of 
navigation  in  the  Ulleswater  lake  was  admitted,  although  the 
soil  of  the  bed  of  the  lake  was  said  to  be  vested  in  the  plaintiff. 
How  the  right  was  acquired  does  not  appear,  nor  does  the 
actual  decision  touch  any  of  the  questions  that  have  to  be 
decided  in  this  case.     The  nearest  analogy  in  the  case  of  a 


»  2  H.  Bl.  393 ;  3  R.  H.  425. 
«  9  L.  J.,  N.  S.  884. 
3  2  App.  Cas.  839. 


4  2  App.  Cas.  846. 
6  2  App.  Cas.  848. 
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*  'way  claimed  on  dry  land  would  be  to  suppose  a  traet 
"  determined  by  an  avenue  of  trees  some  miles  long  in  the  park 
"  or  other  land  of  a  private  owner,  to  which  there  was  no  public 
"access  save  from  a  road  crossing  it  at  right  angles,  and  to 
"suppose  that  persons  driving  along  that  road  had  been 
"  accustomed,  when  they  pleased,  to  turn  into  one  or  other  part 
"  of  this  avenue  and  drive  up  and  down  it  for  pleasure.  Would 
"  that  user,  however  long  continued,  make  that  avenue  a  high- 
"  way,  or  would  the  legal  inference  be  that  such  use  being  merely 
"  for  amusement  had  always  been  permissive,  which,  of  course, 
"  could  not  grow  into  a  right  ?  When  it  is  sought  to  establish  a 
"  right  by  evidence  of  user  it  is  not  enough  to  say  that  such  a 
"  right  might  be  the  subject  of  an  actual  grant.  Lord  St. 
"  Leonards,  L.  C,  said  in  Dyce  v.  Hay}  that  it  '  does  not  follow 
"  '  that,  because  a  right  may  be  granted — that  is,  because  it  is 
"  '  gran  table  by  law — therefore  it  may  be  prescribed  for.'  Another 
"  important  fact  is  that  the  way  claimed  is  not  a  way  from  one 
"  public  place  to  another.  In  Campbell  v.  Lang}  Lord  Cran worth, 
"  L. C,  said3  that,  speaking  generally, '  a  public  right  of  way  means 
41 '  a  right  to  the  public  of  passing  from  one  public  place  to  another 
"  '  public  place.  It  was  suggested  that  by  the  law  of  Scotland 
"  '  there  might  be  a  public  right  of  way  from  a  given  public 
"  *  place,  but  neither  terminating  in  a  public  place  nor  leading 
"  s  to  a  public  place.  I  doubt  whether  that  can  be  the  law  of 
"  '  Scotland  any  more  than  it  is  the  law  of  England.'  The  only 
"  portion  of  the  way  in  dispute  in  that  case  was  across  the  park 
"  of  the  appellant  to  the  confluence  of  the  Rivers  Clyde  and  Cart. 
"  But  the  Lord  Chancellor  said,  '  The  abstract  question  whether 
"  '  the  confluence  of  two  rivers  can  be  a  terminus  a  quo,  or  a 
"  '  terminus  ad  quern  of  a  public  right  of  way,  does  not,  in  the 
"  l  present  case,  arise.  The  question  here  is  as  to  a  public  right 
"  '  of  way,  up  to  and  which  may  extend  beyond,  the  confluence ; 
"  '  a  right  to  go  further  on,  so  as  ultimately  to  reach  a  good 
"  '  terminus  ad  quern.*  I  have  referred  to  the  report  of  the  case 
"  (13  Court  Sess.  Cas.,  2nd  series,  1180)  where  it  is  stated  that 
"  the  claim  was  to  a  footpath  to  the  confluence  of  the  Clyde  and 
"  Cart,  '  and  communicating  with  a  path  along  the  east  bank  of 
"  '  the  Cart  leading  to  Inchinnan  Bridge.' " 
As  to  the  question  of  culs-de-sac,  Kay,  J.,  says.4  "  But  it  is 

1  1  Macq.  305,  312.  3  1  Macq.  453. 

2  1  Macq.  451.  4  44  Ch.  D.  at  p.  122. 
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"  argued  that  a  cul-de-sac  may  be  a  highway.  That  is  so  in  a 
"  street  in  a  town  into  which  houses  open  and  which  is  repaired, 
"  sewered,  and  lighted  by  the  public  authority  at  the  expense 
"  of  the  public.  Lord  Cran worth  instances  Connaught  Place, 
"  which  opens  into  the  Edgware  Road;  Young  v.  Cuthbertson;1 
"  and  see  Rugby  Charity  v.  Meiryweathcr.*  But  I  am  not  aware 
"  that  this  law  has  ever  been  applied  to  a  long  tract  of  land  in 
"  the  country  on  which  public  money  has  never  been  expended. 
"  This  is  one  obvious  objection  to  the  defendant's  claim." 
Obstruction  The  obstruction  of  the  navigation  of  non-tidal  waters  is  illegal 
of ,  illegal  and  an(j  a  n^g^ce.     <<  Above  the  point  reached  by  the  flow  of  the 

a  nuisance.  r  J 

"  tides,"  says  Lord  Denman  in  Williams  v.  Wilcox*  "  there  was  at 
*  'least  a  jurisdiction  in  the  Crown,  according  to  Sir  Mathew 
"Hale,4 to  reform  and  punish  nuisances  in  all  rivers,  whether 
"  fresh  or  salt,  that  are  a  common  passage,  not  only  for  ships  and 
"  greater  vessels,  but  also  for  smaller,  as  barges  and  boats." 
Exclusive  It  has  been  held  in  a  late  case  by  the  Court  of  Appeal,  revers- 

carry  goods.     i"g  a  decision  of  Farwell,  J.,  that  it  is  within  the  power  of  the 

Crown  to  grant  by  charter  to  a  subject  who  has  made  a  river 
navigable  and  passable  by  making  locks  and  sluices,  a  franchise 
or  exclusive  right  of  conveying  goods  in  boats  by  means  of  the 
navigation.  Though  the  word  "toll"  was  not  used  in  the 
charter,  the  public  were  held  entitled  to  pass  through  the  locks 
on  payment  of  a  reasonable  toll,  but  inasmuch  as  the  charter 
conferred  a  monopoly,  the  owner  was  bound  to  maintain  and  work 
the  locks.6 

Stirling,  L.  J.,  discussing  the  charter,  says:6  "I  feel 
"  bound  to  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  charter  is  ex- 
"  pressed  in  language  appropriate  to  create  a  franchise,  and 
"  that,  if  the  true  effect  of  it  be  that  a  valid  franchise  has  been 
"  created,  it  affords  a  legal  origin  for  the  tolls  which  are  proved 
"  to  have  been  taken  by  the  plaintiffs  and  their  predecessors  in 
"  title,  as  already  mentioned.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be  considered 
•'  whether  the  Crown  could  by  charter  confer  on  a  subject  such  a 
"  franchise.  I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  case  in  which  a 
"  similar  charter  has  been  the  subject  of  decision  by  the  Courts. 
"  The  right  to  a  ferry7  has,  however,  been  frequently  considered : 

1  1  Macq.  456.  5  A.-G.  v.  ShnpwH,  C.  A.  (1901)  2  Ch. 

2  11  East,  375,  li.  ;  10  R.  U.  528.  671.     As  to    "navigation"    rights    in 

3  8  A.  &  E.  333  ;  47  K.  11.  595  ;  see  canals,  see  ante.  Chap.  V. 
ante,  pp.  446  et  *eq.  6  (1901)  2  Ch.  at  p.  717. 

4  lie  Jure  Maris,  part  1,  c.  2,  p.  8.  7  As  to  ferries  see/***/,  Chap.  VIII. 
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its  general  nature  is  thus  explained  by  Sir  M.  Hale,  at  the 
beginning  of  cap.  2  of  his  treatise,  '  De  Jure  Maris '  (Stuart 
Moore's  '  History  of  the  Foreshore/  p.  872) :  '  The  King,  by 

*  an  ancient  right  of  prerogative,  hath  had  a  certain  interest  in 
'  many  fresh  rivers,  even  where  the  sea  doth  not  flow  or  reflow, 
'  as  well  as  in  salt  or  arms  of  the  sea ;  and  those  are  these 
'  which  follow :  First,  a  right  of  franchise  or  privilege  that  no 
'  man  may  set  up  a  common  ferry  for  all  passengers,  without  a 
'  prescription  time  out  of  mind,  or  a  charter  from  the  King. 
'  He  may  make  a  ferry  for  his  own  use  or  the  use  of  his  family, 
'  but  not  for  the  common  use  of  all  the  King's  subjects  passing 

*  that  way ;  because  it  doth  in  consequence  tend  to  a  common 

*  charge,  and  is  become  a  thing  of  public  interest  and  use,  and 

*  every  man  for  his  passage  pays  a  toll,  which  is  a  common 

*  charge,  and  every  ferry  ought  to  be  under  a  public  regulation, 
'  viz.,  that  it  give  attendance  at  due  times,  keep  a  boat  in  due 
'  order,  and  take  but  reasonable  toll ;  for  if  he  fail  in  these  he 
'  is  fineable.'  It  is  laid  down  in  Peter  v.  Kendal1  that  it  is  not 
necessary  that  the  owner  of  a  ferry  should  have  the  property  in 
the  soil  on  either  side  of  the  stream.  He  must  have  a  right  to 
use  the  land  on  both  sides  of  the  water,  for  the  purpose  of  embark- 
ing and  disembarking  his  passengers,  but  he  need  not  have 
any  property  in  the  soil  on  either  side.  It  is  sufficient  if  the 
landing-place  be  a  public  highway.  Now  this  charter  recites 
that  Spencer  had  made  the  river  Ouse '  navigable  and  passable ' 
within  certain  limits.  This  is  true  in  the  sense  that  Spencer, 
by  making  locks  and  sluices,  had  made  it  navigable  throughout 
those  limits,  whereas  it  had  been  before  navigable  only  in 
sections — that  is,  from  mill-dam  to  mill-dam.  Spencer  had 
erected  at  the  side  of  each  mill-dam,  on  land  belonging  to 
himself,  a  lock  or  sluice  ;  he  had  a  right,  as  a  member  of  the 
public,  to  pass  from  mill-dam  to  mill-dam ;  he  could,  by  virtue 
of  his  own  legal  title  to  the  locks  and  sluices,  continue  his 
passage  beyond  the  mill-dams.  The  franchise  appears  to  me, 
on  the  true  construction  of  the  charter,  to  be  the  exclusive 
right  of  conveying  goods  in  boats  by  means  of  the  navigation 
which  Spencer  had  created — that  is,  the  through  navigation 
rendered  possible  by  the  new  locks  or  sluices.  This  right 
closely  resembles  that  of  a  ferry,  and  I  can  see  no  reason  why 
it  should  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  create  it.     The 

1  6  B.  &  C.  703.  710,  711 ;  30  K.  K.  504. 
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Lakes. 


"exercise  of  the  right  would  impose  on  the  grantee  obliga- 
"  tdons  similar  to  those  of  a  ferryman,  as,  for  example,  to 
"  attend  at  the  locks  at  due  times,  to  keep  them  in  proper 
"  working  order,  and  to  take  reasonable  tolls.  In  Albiut  v. 
"  Inglis l  Lord  Ellenborough,  C.  J.,  said  at  p.  588 :  '  There 
'"is  no  doubt  that  the  general  principle  is  favoured  both 
"  'in  law  and  justice,  that  every  man  may  fix  what  price  he 
"  '  pleases  upon  his  own  property  or  the  use  of  it ;  but  if,  for  a 
"  c  particular  purpose,  the  public  have  a  right  to  resort  to  his 
"  '  premises  and  make  use  of  them,  and  he  have  a  monopoly  in 
" '  them  for  that  purpose,  if  he  will  take  the  benefit  of  that 
"'monopoly,  he  must,  as  an  equivalent,  perform  the  duty 
"  'attached  to  it  on  reasonable  terms.'  In  my  judgment,  the 
"  defendant's  predecessor  in  title,  by  applying  for  and  putting  in 
"  use  the  charter  of  14  Car.  I.,  gave  the  public  the  right  to 
"  resort  to  the  locks  and  sluices  which  were  his  property  for  the 
"  purpose  of  passing  from  section  to  section  of  the  river  Ouse, 
"  and,  inasmuch  as  the  same  charter  conferred  on  that  prede- 
"  cessor  a  monopoly  for  that  purpose,  he  and  his  successors 
"  come  under  an  obligation  to  perform  the  duties  attached  to 
"  that  monopoly." 

With  regard  to  large  inland  navigable  lakes,  it  would  seem  to 
be  doubtful  whether  such  lakes  are  navigable  by  the  public 
at  common  law.3  However,  there  is  no  doubt  that  rights 
of  navigation  may  be  acquired  and  have  practically  been 
acquired  in  all  such  lakes  even  where  the  soil  of  them  is  private 
property.8 


Origin  of 
conservancy. 


The  Conservancy  of  Navigation* 

Lord  Hale  says,4  that  the  office  of '  conservancy  is  of  two 
kinds:  1st,  That  relating  to  nuisances  in  rivers,  founded  on 
statute  1  Hen.  IV.  c.  12,  whereby  it  is  enacted  that  there  shall  be 
commissions  granted  to  survey  and  keep  the  waters  of  great 
rivers,  and  to  correct  and  amend  the  defaults ;  and  2nd,  The 
conservancy  relating  to  fishing,  mentioned  in  the  statute  1  Eliz. 


*  12  East,  257;  11  R.  R.  452. 

a  As  to  this,  see  BrUAoice  v.  Cor  mica  h% 
Ir.  R.,  10  C.  L.  482,  per  Whiteside,  C.  J. ; 
3  App.  Cas.  641  :  Jiloin  field  v.  Johnson, 
Ir.  R.,  8  C.  L.  C.  8. 

s  Marshall  v.  I'llcswater  Co.,  3  B.  &. 


S.  732  ;  L.  RM  7  Q.  B.  582  ;  41  L.  J.t  Q.  B. 
41  ;  25  L.  T.  793  ;  ATicklethwaitev.  Vim- 
cent,  67  L.  T.  225,  and  ante,  pp.  105  et 
setj..  376  et  seq. 

4  Hale,  de  Jure  Maris,  Harg.  Tracts, 
p.  23. 
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c.  17,  and  founded  on  the  Statute  of  Westminster  2,  c.  47,  for  the 
protection  of  salmon.1 

The  duty  of  the  conservancy  of  navigation  appears  to  have  Formerly  in 
been  entrusted  to  the  Crown  as  representative  of  the  State.  the  rown* 
Thus  we  find  that  from  the  earliest  times  the  King,  in  virtue  of 
his  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral,  was  conservator  of  all  ports, 
havens,  rivers,  creeks,  and  arms  of  the  sea,  and  protector  of  the 
navigation  thereof;3  and,  according  to  Sir  M.  Hale,  there  was  a 
jurisdiction  in  the  Crown  to  reform  and  punish  nuisances  in  all 
rivers,  whether  fresh  or  salt,  that  are  a  common  passage,  not 
only  for  ships  and  greater  vessels,  but  also  for  smaller,  as  barges 
and  boats.8  The  wording  of  the  early  statutes  as  to  weirs — 
such  as  the  22nd  chapter  of  Magna  Charta,  "  that  all  weirs  from 
"  henceforth  shall  be  utterly  put  down  by  Thames  and  Med  way, 
"  and  through  all  England,  but  only  by  the  sea  coasts" — is 
evidence  of  the  nature  of  this  prerogative,4  which  was,  however, 
delegated  to  various  subordinate  authorities,  of  which  the  com- 
missioners of  sewers  were  the  most  important. 

The  origin  of  commissions  of  sewers,  and  the  principal  points  Commissions 
relating  to  them,  so  far  as  they  deal  with  matters  connected  with  of  sewers- 
the  law  relating  to  water,  have  been  treated  of  in  a  former 
chapter. 5    It  will  be  necessary,  however,  again  briefly  to  refer  to 
the  subject. 

The  term  "  sewer  "  is  uncertain  as  regards  its  derivation,  some  Meaning  of 
maintaining  that  it  is  compounded  of  seoir,  to  sit,  and  eau,  water  ;6  *he  word 
others  that  it  means  merely  to  sue  or  issue,  whence  suera,1  while 
some  again  derive  it  from  sea  and  were.8  Mr.  Serjeant  Callis9 
holds  it  to  be  diminutive  of  river,  it  being  a  freshwater  trench 
compassed  in  on  both  sides  with  a  bank,  while  in  modern  Acts  it 
is  treated  as  a  general  term  comprising  sewers  and  drains  of 


1  Ibid.  By  17  Ric.  II.  c.  9,  also,  it  is 
enacted  that "  justices  of  the  peace  be 
44  conservators  of  the  statutes  touching 
"salmons,"  the  statutes  there  named 
being  13  Edw.  I.  c.  47,  and  13  Ric.  II. 
c.  19. 

*  Hale,  de  Jure  Maris,  Harg.  Tr. 
p.  23.  It  was  the  custom  and  duty  of 
the  kings  of  England  to  defend  the 
realm  against  the  sea,  as  well  as  against 
enemies ;  Woolrych,  12 ;  Callis,  80  ; 
Hudson  v.  Tabor,  2  C.  P.  D.  290  (C.  A.)  ; 
46  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  63 ;  36  L.  T.  492  ;  see 
ante,  Chap.  I.  pp.  34  et  seq. 

a  Ibid.;  Lord  Denmanin  William*  v. 
Wilcox,  8  A.  &  E.  333 ;  47  R.  R.  595. 


Lord  Hale  says,  "  The  king  has  an  in- 
"  terest  of  jurisdiction  in  rivers ; "  De 
Jure  Maris,  8  ;  Woolrych,  3. 

4  Cf.  chapters  xv.  and  xvi.  of  Magna 
Charta,  which  relate  to  the  repairing  of 
banks  and  bridges,  and  12  Edw.  I.  c.  7  ; 
1  Hen.  IV.  c.  12 ;  25  Edw.  III.  stat.  4,  c.  4, 
&c. ;  see  as  to  weirs,  ante,  pp.  445  et  seq. 

5  Ante,  Chap.  I.  pp.  32  et  seq. 

8  Termes  de  la  Ley ;  Woolrych,  Law 
of  Sewers,  3rd  ed.  p.  1. 

7  4  Inst.  275 ;  Woolrych,  Law  of 
Sewers,  3rd  ed.  p.  1. 

8  Callis,  80  ;  Woolrych,  Law  of  Sewer*. 
3rd  ed.  p.  1. 

9  Ibid. 
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every  description,  except  drains  connecting  houses  with  cesspools,1 
and  includes  also  a  marsh  wall  or  embankment.9  Its  application 
seems  to  be  equally  wide.  Lord  Coke  states  that  "  There  are 
"  three  manner  of  statutes  which  concern  sewers.  The  first 
"  consists  in  maintaining  and  repairing  walls,  sewers,  &c.  The 
"  second,  in  destroying  and  removing  nuisances.  The  third, 
"  which  concerns  both  these  points,  as  well  in  destroying  as  in 
"  maintaining."8  Lord  Holt  again  says,  that  commissions  of 
sewers  to  defend  the  sea  were  very  ancient,  and,  even  in  some 
cases,  by  special  prescription  ;  but  that  sewers  for  melioration  of 
land  were  by  Act  of  Parliament.4 

It  was  pointed  out  in  the  chapter  already  alluded  to,5  that  the 
powers  of  commissioners  of  sewers  are  derived  from  the  statutes 
6  Hen.  VI.  c.  5,  and,  more  particularly,  from  the  Act  of  23  Hen. 
VIII.  c.  5,  which  was  known  as  the  Bill  of  Sewers.  It  will  also 
be  remembered  that  the  principal  subjects  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  commissions  issued  under  the  latter  enactment,  which  was 
modified  and  amended  by  subsequent  Acts,6  were — 1,  Sea  walls 
and  such  like  defences ;  2,  Bridges,  trenches,  mills,  and  other 
things  incident  to  river  conservancy,  which  might  in  some  case 
prove  obstructions ;  3,  Navigable  rivers ;  4,  Watercourses, 
streams  and  pools;  and  5,  Sewers  and  gutters.  With  regard  to 
these,  their  duty  was  to  maintain  such  as  were  useful,  and  to 
remove  nuisances,  while  the  commissions  were  temporary  in 
their  nature  and  all  amenable  to  the  Grown. 

Modern  requirements,  however,  have  led  to  great  changes  in 
the  nature  of  these  commissions,  the  inconvenience  of  the 
temporary  duration  of  which  was  soon  felt. 

Not  only  are  commissions  of  sewers,  when  once  issued,  to  be 
now  deemed  to  continue  until  such  time  as  they  may  be  super- 
seded by  the  Grown,  and  their  ordinances  made  indefeasible, 
until  set  aside  by  subsequent  Courts  of  Sewers ; 7  but  many  of 
their  functions  have  been  transferred  by  legislation  to  various 
bodies  of  modern  growth. 


Ml  &  12  Vict.  c.  63,  s.  2  ;  18  &  19  Vict, 
c.  120.  s.  250  ;  38  &  39  Vict.  c.  55,  8.  4. 

2  Poplar  Board  v.  Knight,  28  L.  J., 
M.  C.  37  :  cf.  Beg.  v.  Loral  Board  of 
Godmanchexter,  L!  R.,  1  Q.  B.  328  ;  35 
L.  J.,  Q.  B.  125  ;  14  L.  T.  104. 

8  10  Rep.  143  ;  Woolrych,  5. 

*  77te  Vill  of  Shandrlgany  v.  The 
Vill  of  Sholedam,  12  Mod.  331 ;  Holt's 


Cases,  643  ;  Woolrych,  3  ;  cf.  Hudson  v. 
labor,  2  C.  P.  D.  290  (C.  A.)  ;  46  L.  J., 
Q.  B.  63  ;  36  L.  T.  492. 

5  See  atUfi,  Chap.  I.  pp.  34  et  *eq. 

6  Inter  alia  of  such  amending  Acts 
may  be  noted — 13  Eliz.  c.  9  ;  3  &  4 
Will.  IV.  c.  22  ;  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  133, 
s.  14. 

7  Sect.  14  of  24  &  25  Vict,  c.  133. 
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Thus,  their  jurisdiction  with  regard  to  sewers  (using  the  word  Now  vested 
in  its  ordinary  sense),  drains  and  nuisances,  has  been  transferred  authorities 
by  a  series  of  enactments 1  to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works 
and  various  sanitary  authorities  as  regards  the  metropolis; 
while,  with  respect  to  the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  it  has  been 
delegated  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  other  authorities 
of  a  like  nature. 

With  respect  to  watercourses,  streams  and  pools,  the  authority  or  incloeures 
of  commissions  of  sewers  has  also  been  vested,  so  far  as  the  sioners, 
drainage  and  the  improvement  of  land  are  connected  therewith, 
in  the  inclosure  commissioners,2  who,  in  addition  to  their  func- 
tions under  other  statutes,  are  appointed  commissioners8  for 
carrying  into  execution  The  Improvement  of  Land  Act,  1864  (27 
<t  28  Vict.  c.  114),  in  which  the  term  improvement  of  land,  for 
which  the  commissioners  are  authorized  to  advance  money,  is 
defined  *  to  comprise,  inter  alia,  the  following  works : — 

1.  The  drainage  of  land,  straightening,  widening,  deepening, 
or  otherwise  improving  drains,  streams,  and  watercourses  of  any 
land: 

2.  The  irrigation  and  warping  of  land  : 

8.  The  embanking  and  weiring  of  land  from  the  sea  and 
tidal  waters,  or  from  lakes,  rivers,  or  streams,  in  a  permanent 
manner :  ° 


10.  The  construction  of  engine  houses,  water-wheels,  saw  and 
water  mills,  &c,  conduits,  watercourses,  bridges,  weirs,  sluices, 
flood-gates,  &c.  which  will  increase  the  value  of  lands  for 
agricultural  purposes: 

11.  The  construction  or  improvement  of  jetties  or  landing-places 


1  The  principal  Acts  relating  to 
Jtanitary  matters  in  the  metropolis,  are — 
11  &  12  Vict.  c.  112  ;  12  &  13  Vict. 
c.  93;  18  &  19  Vict.  c.  120;  21  &  22 
Vict.  c.  104 ;  25  &  26  Vict.  c.  102  ; 
35  &  36  Vict.  c.  79  (Public  Health  Act, 
1872),  a.  57  ;  38  &  39  Vict.  c.  55  (Public 
Health  Act,  1875),  ss.  108, 115, 291.  The 
principal  Acts  relating  to  sanitary 
matters  in  England,  exclusive  of  the 
metropolis,  are — 11  &  12  Vict.  c.  63  ; 
18  &  19  Vict.  c.  116  ;  21  &  22  Vict. 
c.  97  ;  21  &  22  Vict.  c.  98  ;  28  &  29  Vict, 
c.  75  ;  30  &  31  Vict.  c.  113  ;  34  &  35  Vict 
c.  70  (The  Local  Government  Board  Act, 
1871) ;  38  &  39  Vict.  c.  55  (Public  Health 
Act,  1875)  ;  38  &  39  Vict.  c.  31,  and 
39  &  40  Vict.  c.  31  (The  Public  Works 


Loans  Acts,  1875  and  1876). 

8  The  principal  statutes  on  this  point 
are— 10  &  11  Vict.  c.  38  (Drainage  Act, 
1847),  which  incorporates  the  powers  of 
8  &  9  Vict.  c.  118  (An  Act  to  facilitate 
the  Improvement  and  Inclosure  of 
Commons)  ;  24  k  25  Vict.  c.  133  (Land 
Drainage  Act,  1861)  ;  27  &  28  Vict. 
c.  114  (Improvement  of  Land  Act, 
1864),  which  refers  to  and  recites  12  & 
13  Vict.  c.  100  (Private  Money  Drainage 
Act,  1849)  ;  19  &  20  Vict.  c.  9,  as  well  ns 
1  &  2  Will.  IV.  c.  33  ;  and  5  &  6  Vict, 
c.  89,  which  relate  to  land  improvement 
in  Ireland. 

8  By  sect,  2. 

4  By  sect,  9. 
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on  the  sea  coast,  or  on  the  banks  of  navigable  rivers  or  lakes,  for 
the  transport  of  cattle,  sheep  and  other  agricultural  stock  and 
produce,  of  lime,  manure  and  other  articles  and  things  for  agri- 
cultural purposes ;  provided  that  the  commissioners  shall  be 
satisfied  that  such  works  will  add  to  the  permanent  value  of  the 
lands  to  be  charged  to  an  extent  equal  to  the  expense  thereof : 
and 

12.  The  erection  of  all  such  works  as  in  the  judgment  of  the 
commissioners  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  any 
matter  hereinbefore  mentioned,  or  for  deriving  the  full  benefit 
thereof. 

Lastly,  the  powers  of  commissioners  of  sewers  over  navigable 
rivers  have  now  devolved  almost  entirely  on  various  conservancy 
boards  created  by  statute  for  each  particular  river.1 

Since,  therefore,  commissioners  of  sewers  may  be  created  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  independently  of  any  general  commission,9  it 
may  be  apparently  laid  down,  that  whenever  the  legislature 
authorizes  a  body  of  persons,  and  constitutes  them  a  body 
corporate,  in  order  to  deal  with  matters  properly  under  the 
control  of  commissioners  of  sewers,  such  body  is  constituted 
thereby  a  commission,  unless  there  is  a  stipulation  to  the 
contrary  in  their  particular  Act. 

Thus  the  Bristol  Dock  Company  were  not  only  authorized  to 
STthe  powers  ma^e  sewers,  but  had  also  considerable  powers  entrusted  to  them 
of  commis-  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  the  duties  imposed  on  them ;  8  and 
sewers.  °  it  appears  to  be  customary  to  insert  clauses  in  modern  Acts  of 


Conservancy 
boards  have 


i  See  21  Jac.  I.  c.  32  ;  24  Geo.  III. 
c.  8,  and  more  fully  jn*t,  pp.  477  et  se/j., 
and  p.  474,  note  3. 

*  Woolrych,  49. 

8  6  B.  &  C.  181.  The  company  were 
empowered  by  their  Act  to  make  a 
floating  harbour  at  Bristol,  and  it  was 
also  enacted  "  that  it  should  and  might 
44  be  lawful  for  the  directors  of  the 
44  Bristol  Dock  Company,  and  they  were 
44  therefore  authorized  and  required  to 
"make  a  common  sewer  in  a  certain 
44  direction  therein  specified  and  also  to 
44  alter  and  reconstruct  all  or  any  of  the 
44  sewers  of  the  said  city  at  the  mouth 
44  thereof,  so  and  in  such  manner  that 
44  the  sewers  might  be  discharged  con- 
siderably under  the  surface  of  the 
44  water  in  the  floating  harbour,  and  also 
44  to  make  such  other  alteration*  and 
44  amendment*  in  the  sewers  of  the  said 
44  city  as  might  or  should  be  necessary  in 
44  consequence  of  the  floating  of  the  said 


*4  harbour."  The  directors  altered 
several  sewers  so  as  to  discharge  them 
considerably  under  the  surface  of  the 
water  in  the  floating  harbour  ;  but  the 
sewage  there  discharged  was  so  offensive 
as  to  be  a  nuisance  to  the  neighbour- 
hood. Held  that  under  the  latter  part 
of  the  clause  above  set  forth,  the 
directors  were  authorized  and  required 
to  make  a  new  sewer  if  necessary  to 
remove  the  nuisance.  It  was  also  held 
that  a  writ  of  mandamus  commanding 
the  directors  "  to  make  such  alterations 
44  and  amendments  in  the  sewers  as  were 
44  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  float - 
44  ing  of  the  said  harbour,"  was  in  the 
proper  form  ;  and  that  it  was  neither 
requisite  nor  proper  to  call  upon  the 
company  to  make  any  specific  altera- 
tion, the  mode  of  remedying  the  evil 
being  left  to  their  discretion  by  the  Act 
of  Parliament. 
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Parliament  to  preserve  entire  the  rights  of  various  commissions 
of  sewers.  So  sect.  61  of  8  dt  4  Will.  IV.  c.  22,  provides  that  the 
Act  shall  not  interfere  with  any  navigable  river,  canal,  port,  or 
harbour  under  the  management  or  power  of  any  commissioners, 
trustees,  or  proprietors  by  virtue  of  any  local  or  private  Act  of 
Parliament;  sect.  72  of  21  dc  22  Vict  c.  98,  empowers  any 
corporation,  &c,  authorized  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  to 
navigate  on  any  river,  canal,  or  harbour,  &c,  and  to  alter  sewers, 
providing  others  at  their  own  expense  ;  and  sect.  68  of  the  same 
Act  (The  Local  Government  Act,  1858)  enacts  that  the  local 
board  shall  not  interfere  with  any  rivers,  canals,  harbours,  docks, 
&c,  so  as  injuriously  to  affect  the  navigation  thereon  or  the  use 
thereof,  or  interfere  with  any  towing-path  so  as  to  interrupt  the 
traffic  thereof,  in  cases  where  any  corporation,  company,  com- 
missioners, conservators,  &c,  or  individuals,  are  by  virtue  of  any 
Act  of  Parliament  entitled  to  navigate  on  or  use  such  river, 
canal,  dock,  or  harbour,  &c,  or  to  take  tolls  for  its  use.1  - 

As  early   as   the  reign  of  Eic.  II.  the  conservancy  of  the  Conservancy 
Thames  was  entrusted  to  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  London  Thames. 
by  the  statute  17  Ric.  II.  c.  9,3  and  by  9  Hen.  VI.  c.  9,  the 
Chancellor  of  England  was  empowered  to  grant  his  commission 
to  certain  persons  to  scour  and  amend  the  river  Ley,  in  the 
counties  of  Essex,  Hertford  and  Middlesex.3 

The  obstruction  of  water  channels  made  from  time  to  time,  Powers  of 
for  public  or  private  convenience,  was  a  grievous  offence  punish-  J^™^8'* 
able  by  action  or  indictment,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  sewers  and 
wrong;4  and,   among  the  reasons  assigned  by  sect.  1   of  28  b^nis^07 
Hen.  VIII.  c.  5,  for  the  appointment  of  the  commissioners  of  Tem<>™ 

,,  .,  n  »   i       j  i  t  obstructions. 

sewers,  are  "  the  overflowings  ...  of  land  waters  and  springs 


1  See  Woolrych,  Law  of  Sewers,  3rd 
ed.  (1864),  pp.  49—53.  See,  too,  sect  62 
of  3  &  4  WilL  IV.  c.  22  ;  sects.  15, 16, 17, 
and  18  of  4  &  5  Vict.  c.  45  ;  sect.  18  of 
10  &  11  Vict.  c.  38  :  sect.  43  of  11  &  12 
Vict.  c.  63 ;  and  sects.  54,  55,  57,  60  of 
24  &  25  Vict.  c.  133. 

2  Hale,  de  Jure  Maris,  Harg.  Tracts, 
p.  23. 

3  This  Act  recites  23  Edw.  III.  stat.  4  ; 
1  Hen.  V.  c.  2,  and  3  Hen.  VI.  c.  5,  the 
latter  statute  being  enacted  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  sea. 
By  an  Act  of  the  same  reign,  9  Hen.  VI. 
c.  5,  "  all  men  shall  have  free  passage  in 
"  Severn  with  goods,  chattels,  &c.  — a 
slightly  different  species  of  conservancy. 
It  recites  that  the  river  of  Severn  is 

L.W. 


common  to  all  the  king's  liege  people, 
&c. ;  that  divers  Welshmen  and  others 

Eersons  "arrayed  in  manner  of  war," 
ave  destroyed  boats,  &c,  and  thereby 
injured  navigation  ;  and  that,  therefore, 
it  is  ordained  (sect.  3)  by  authority  of 
Parliament  that  the  said  liege  people  of 
the  king  may  have  and  enjoy  their  free 
passage  in  the  said  river,  &c,  without 
disturbance  of  any,  &c. ;  parties  aggrieved 
to  have  action,  according  to  the  course 
of  the  common  law  (sect.  4).  Further 
provision  on  the  same  subject  is  made  by 
19  Hen.  VII.  c.  18 ;  and  23  Hen.  VIII.  c.  12. 
4  Woolrych  on  Sewers,  1,2;  Callis, 
80  ;  cf.  Hudson  v.  Tabor,  2  C.  P.  D.  290 
(C.  A.)  ;  46  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  463  ;  36  L.  T. 
492. 
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"  upon  meadows,  pastures  and  other  places,"  and  "  the  obstroc- 
"  tions  created  by  mills,  mill-dams,  weirs,  &c.  .  .  .  upon  rivers 
"  and  watercourses."1  The  commissioners  of  sewers  had,  there- 
fore, powers  of  removing  obstructions  in  navigable  rivers; 
though  it  appears  according  to  Woolrych  that  they  have  no 
power  to  improve  the  navigation  of  a  river,  or  to  make  a  river 
navigable  which  was  not  so  before,  and  that  their  power  has 
never  been  extended  beyond  the  removal  of  existing  obstructions, 
or,  at  the  most,  the  erection  of  new  defences,  which  might  in 
some  degree  be  beneficial  to  the  traffic.3 

In  progress  of  time,  we  find  that  the  conservancy  of  nearly  all 
the  rivers,  ports  and  harbours  in  England,  was  gradually  placed 
in  the  hands  of  corporate  bodies  so  constituted  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  exercising  the  functions  of  permanent  commissions  of 
sewers ;  though  it  would  appear  that  the  authority  of  the 
commissioners  of  sewers  over  such  bodies  may  still  be  retained, 
if  provision  to  that  effect  is  expressly  made  in  the  Act  incor- 
porating them.3  The  conservators  of  the  various  rivers  of  this 
country,  therefore,  perform  in  a  fuller  manner  a  portion  of  the 
duties  originally  devolving  on  the  commissioners  of  sewers.  A 
general  definition  of  the  scope  of  their  powers  may  be  to  some 
extent  drawn  from  the  remarks  of  Cairns,  L.  C,  with  regard  to 
the  functions  of  the  Conservators  of  the  Thames  in  Cory  v. 
Bristowe  :*  "  The  Conservators  of  the  Thames,  under  the  Act  of 
"  1857, 5  are  made  the  guardians,  as  it  were,  of  the  navigation  of 
*  'the  Thames,  and  the  protectors  of  the  bed  and  soil  of  the 
"  Thames,  for  the  purposes  of  navigation.  They  have  certain 
"  powers  for  making  bye-laws  to  protect  the  navigation — they 
"  have  powers  to  make  piers  and  landing-places  for  the  accommo- 
"  dation  of  the  public — they  have  powers  to  authorise  riparian 
"  owners  to  make  landing  places,  wharves  and  jetties,  and  to  put 
"  down  mooring-chains,  and  moorings  for  the  better  and  more 
"  convenient  enjoyment  and  access  to  their  lands."6 


1  See  ante.  Chap.  I.  p.  32. 

8  Woolrych  on  Sewers,  p.  125.  Rivers 
are  placetl  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
commissioners  by  sects.  2,  3,  and 
according  to  the  definition  of  a  river 
given  by  Serjeant  Callis  (p.  77)  in  his 
work  on  Sewers,  all  rivers  would  seem 
to  be  meant.  Modern  decisions  however 
appear  to  have  limited  the  term  to  such 
as  "  are  necessary  to  or  useful  in  naviga- 
tion":   Yeaw  v.  Holland,  2   Sir  W. 


Blackstone,  717;  and  per  Buller,  J.,  in 
Bore  v.  Gray,  2  T.  R.  365  ;  1  R.  R.  494. 
See  ante,  Chap.  I.  p.  32. 

*  See  Woolrych  on  Sewers,  p.  49,  and 
ante,  Chap.  L  p.  33. 

4  L.  R.,  2  App.  Cas.  262 ;  46  L.  J., 
M.  C.  273  ;  36  L.  T.  695. 

*  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  147. 

6  By  a  public  Act  passed  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  VIII.  the  corporation  of  the 
city  of  Exeter  are  empowered  to  remove 
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The  statutes  relating  to  inland  water  navigation  are  of  three  statutes  reia- 
kinds :  1st,  such  as  restore  or  improve  the  navigation  of  rivers  ^atfon^of™ 
formerly  navigable ;  2nd,  such  as  make  rivers  navigable  which  inland  waters 
originally  were  not  so ;  and,  3rd,  such  as  provide  for  the  con-  kinds, 
struction  of  an  inland  navigation  or  canal.     Under  the  first  two 
classes  of  Acts  the  care  and  conservancy  of  a  river  is  vested 
in  commissioners,  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  a  town,  or  some 
other  body  corporate.    Powers  are  given  them  to  dredge,  cleanse, 
and  scour  the  bed  of  the  stream,  and  generally  to  keep  it 
navigable ;  to  make  and  enforce  bye-laws  regulating  the  naviga- 
tion ;  to  remove  obstructions,  and,  where  necessary,  to  enter  on 
to  lands,  making  compensation  for  interests  injured  by  their 
acts.1 

By  the  Thames  Conservancy  Acts,  the  soil  of  the  bed  of  that  Soil  of  rivers 
river  up  to  high  water  mark,  which  had  long  been  the  subject  of  vested^n^on- 
dispute  between  the  Crown  and  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  seryatoreby 
London,  is  vested  in  the  latter  body,  who  in  their  turn  convey  all 
their  interest  and  title  therein  to  the  conservators  appointed  by 
the  Act.3    But  it  has  been  held  that  where  a  river  or  navigation 
has  been  by  Act  of  Parliament  vested  in  a  board  of  conservators 
for  the  purposes  of  navigation,  if  the  words  of  the  Act  are  applic- 
able to  the  acquisition  by  the  conservators  of  the  right  or 
easement  of  passage  only,  and  where  the  acquisition  of  the  soil 
of  the  river  and  its  banks  is  not  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Act,  the  ownership  of  the  soil  must  be  taken  not  to  pass— the 
Courts  not  being  inclined  to  infer  that  a  statute  of  this  kind 
gives  more  than  such  a  use  of  the  soil  as  is  necessary  for  the 


obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Exe,  paying  compensation  to  the 
owners  of  the  soil  where  the  obstructions 
were  situated  : — Held,  first,  that  this  Act 
did  not  confer  the  conservancy  of  the 
river  on  the  corporation  ;  secondly,  that 
it  did  not  entitle  the  corporation  to  file  a 
bill  in  equity  to  restrain  the  erection  of 
a  pier  in  the  river  ;  and,  thirdly,  that  it 
did  not  confer  any  right  or  privilege  on 
the  corporation  within  the  meaning  of 
sect.  14  of  the  General  Piers  and  Har- 
bours Act,  1861,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
erection  of  a  pier  in  the  river  without 
their  consent  being  obtained:  Exeter 
Corporation  v.  Devon  (Hart),  L.  R.,  10 
Eg.  232  ;  23  L.  T.  382. 

»  16  &  17  Car.  II.  c.  12  (Avon  (Hamp- 
shire) Navigation)  ;  24  Geo.  II.  c.  39 
(Avon  (Warwickshire)  Navigation) ;  24 
Geo.  II.  c  19  (Nar  Navigation);    21 


Jac.  I.  c.  3 ;  24  Geo.  II.  c.  28  ;  15  Geo.  III. 
c.  4  (Upper  Thames  Navigation)  ;  23 
Geo.  III.  c.  48  (Trent  Navigation)  ;  2  & 
3  Vict.  c.  61  (Shannon  Navigation)  ;  31 
&  32  Vict.  c.  cliv.  (Lee  Navigation).  The 
only  difference  between  rivers  of  which 
the  navigation  is  restored,  and  those 
which  are  made  navigable  for  the  first 
time,  is,  that  in  the  latter  the  rights  of 
the  conservators,  as  against  the  public,  are 
greater,  owing  to  the  fact  that  none  of  the 
rights  subsisting  in  a  navigable  river  can 
attach  thereto  :  Hargreare*  v.  Diddams, 
L.  R.,  10  Q.  B.  582  ;  44  L.  J.,  M.  C.  78  ; 
32  L.T.600  ;  Mxunet  v.  Lurch,  35  L.  T., 
N.  S.  486  ;  Rm.  v.  Bett$,  16  Q.  B.  1022. 
*  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  cxlvii. ;  57  &  58 
Vict.  c.  187, //art,  pp.  477  et  *eq.;  see  also 
Cory  v.  BrUtowe,  2  A  pp.  Cas.  262  ;  46 
L.  J.,  M.  C.  273  ;  36  L.  T.  595  ;  and 
cases  ante,  Chap.  II.  pp.  89  et  *eq. 
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Conservators 
not  liable  for 
damage 
caused  to  ad- 
joining lands 
in  the  absence 
of  negligence. 


purposes  of  navigation.1  Where  the  words  of  the  Act  amount  to 
a  statutable  conveyance  of  the  soil  upon  which  the  navigation  is 
constructed,  the  land  used  for  the  works  has  been  held  to  vest  in 
the  navigation  company  without  any  conveyance.3 

Where  an  Act  for  making  the  river  Tone  navigable  named 
thirty  persons  and  their  successors  as  conservators,  and  provided 
that  lands  taken  were  to  vest  in  them  and  their  successors,  and 
that  land  might  be  conveyed  to  them  and  their  successors,  &c. : 
— Held,  that  as  it  was  the  manifest  intention  that  the  conserva- 
tors should  take  land  by  succession,  and  not  by  inheritance, 
although  they  were  not  created  a  corporation  by  express  words, 
they  were  so  by  implication,  and  might  sue  in  their  corporate 
name  for  injury  done  to  their  real  property.8 

There  appears  to  be  no  liability  at  common  law  on  the  owner 
of  the  bed  of  a  navigable  river  to  keep  the  channel  clear  of 
natural  obstructions,  such  as  the  silting  up  of  the  channel,  or 
the  growth  of  weeds.4  It  has,  moreover,  been  held  that  where 
the  navigation  of  a  river  is  vested  in  a  body  of  conservators  for 
the  purposes  of  navigation  only,  no  action  will  lie  against  them 
for  damage  done  by  overflow  of  the  river  caused  by  natural 
obstructions  in  it,  although  tolls  are  taken  for  the  use  of  the 
navigation.  The  only  duties  cast  on  them  are  to  protect  the 
navigation,  and  they  are  not  charged  with  any  liability  in  respect 
of  matters  not  essential  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation.3 
Thus,  in  The  Parrett  Navigation  Co.  v.  Robins*  a  navigation 
company  was  held  not  liable  to  the  Court  of  Sewers  for  not 
cutting  weeds  in  the  river,  which  were  beneficial  to  the  naviga- 
tion, though  injurious  to  the  adjoining  landowners — although 


1  River  Lee  Conservancy  v.  Button, 
12  Ch.  D.  383  ;  Badger  v.  Yorkshire 
Railway,  5  Jur.,  N.  S.  409 ;  Hollis  v. 
Goldfinch,  1  B.  k  C.  206  ;  25  R.  R.  357  ; 
see  also  R.  v.  Aire  and  Colder,  9  B.  &  C. 
820 ;  33  R.  R.  344 ;  R.  v.  Mersey  and 
Irwell,  9  B.  &  C.  95  ;  33  R.  R.  591  ;  R.  v. 
Thomas,  9  B.  &  C.  114  ;  32  R.  R.  601  ; 
Chelsea  Water  Co.  v.  Rowley,  17  Q.  B. 
358  ;  Doe  d.  TJie  Queen  v.  Archbishop  of 
York,  14  Q.  B.  81  ;  Doe  d.  Patrick  v. 
Beaufort,  6  Ex.  498  ;  Somerset  Canal  v. 
Harcourt,  2  De  G.  &  J.  596  ;  Robinson 
v.  Warwick,  2  Bing.,  N.  C.  488  ;  Har- 
brough  v.  Shadlow,  7  M.  &  W.  37; 
Dimes  v.  Grand  Junction  Canal,  3 
H.  L.  794 ;  Simpson  v.  Staffordshire 
Water  Co.,  4  De  G.  &  J.  679  ;  Doncaster 
Union  y.  Manchester,  S.  and  L.  Rly^  71 


L.  T.  585— H.  L.  (E.)  ;  6  R.  280. 

»  Bruce  v.  Willis,  11  A.  &  E.  463  ;  see 
also  R.  v.  Mersey  and  Irtoell,  9  B.  &  C. 
95 ;  32  R.  R.  591 ;  R.  v.  Thomas,  9  B.  & 
C.  114  ;  32  R.  R.  601. 

3  Conservators  of  the  Tone  v.  Ask,  10 
B.  &  C.  349. 

4  Hodgson  v.  Mayor  of  York,  28  L.  T., 
N.  S.  836  ;  Bridge's  ease,  13  Rep.  33 ;  see 
also  Forbes  v.  Lee  Conservancy,  4  Ex.  D. 
116. 

8  As  to  liability  of  trustees  of  a  navi- 
gation for  damage  caused  by  a  ship  to  a 
ferry  which  was  not  part  of  their  under- 
taking, see  Clyde  Navigation  Trustees 
v.  Lord  Blantyre,  (1893)  App.  Cas.  703, 
H.  L.  (Sc). 

6  10  M.  &  W.  593. 
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they  took  tolls  for  the  navigation.  So  in  Hodgson  v.  Mayor  of 
York,1  where  the  plaintiffs  were  authorized  to  abandon  a  river 
navigation,  and  did  so,  making  alterations  authorized  by  the  Act, 
the  effect  of  which  was  that  if  the  channel  remained  in  the  state 
they  left  it  in,  due  provision  was  made  for  the  escape  of  the 
water — but  they  took  no  measures  to  prevent  the  channel  from 
silting  up — it  was  held  that  they  were  not  responsible  for 
damage  caused  by  the  silting  up  of  the  channel  or  growth  of 
weeds  causing  damage  to  adjoining  proprietors. 

In  Cracknell  v.  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Thetford,*  the 
defendants  were  empowered  by  a  private  Act  of  Parliament  to 
render  navigable  the  river  Brandon,  and  to  take  tolls  for  the 
purpose  of  repaying  the  necessary  expense  ;  and  in  the  exercise 
of  their  power  under  the  Act  they  erected  staunches  in  the  river, 
the  result  of  which,  combined  with  the  natural  growth  of  the 
weeds  in  the  river,  and  the  accumulation  of  silt  against  the 
staunches,  was  that  the  river  overflowed  its  banks  and  damaged 
the  plaintiff's  land.  It  was  held  that  there  was  no  obligation  on 
the  defendants  to  cut  the  weeds  or  dredge  the  silt  unless  it 
was  necessary  to  do  so  for  the  benefit  of  the  navigation;  and 
that  the  plaintiff's  remedy,  if  any,  was  not  by  action  against 
them  for  not  doing  so,  but  by  applying  for  compensation  under 
the  Act. 

In  support  of  the  plaintiff  the  cases  of  Whitehouse  v.  Fellowes,* ' 
Mersey  Dock  Trustees  v.  Gibbs,*  and  Bagnal  v.  London  and  North 
Western  Railway*  were  cited  as  well  as  Fletcher  v.  Rylands*  and 
Groucott  v.  Williams.7  The  Court,  however,  held,  that  none  of 
these  cases  applied;  Brett,  J.,  saying:  "I  think  this  case  is 
"  clearly  within  the  authority  of  Parrett  Navigation  v.  Robins,8 
"  and  distinguishable  from  those  in  which  it  has  been  held  that, 
44  if  a  man  elects  to  do  an  act  on  his  own  land,  he  must  take  care 
"  that  he  does  it  so  as  not  to  cause  damage  to  his  neighbours. 
"  Here  the  defendants  are  not  owners  of  the  land,  and  they  have 
"  only  done  acts  which  they  were  authorized  to  do.  I  think, 
"  therefore,  the  plaintiff's  only  remedy,  if  any,  is  for  com- 
"  pensation  under  the  Act."     "In  order  to  enable  the  plaintiff 

1  28  L.  T.,  N.  S.  S36.  305. 

2  L.  K.,  4  C.  P  629.     See  remarks  on  *  L.  R.,  1  H.  L.  93. 

this  case  by  Lord  Hatherley  in  Geddii  h  7H.&N.  423  ;  31  L.  J.,  Ex.  480. 

v.  liann  Itoerroir,   3  App.    Cas.   430,  6  L.  R.,  1  Ex.  265. 

ante,  Chap.  V.  p.  270.  ?  4  B.  &  S.  149  ;  32  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  237. 

3  10  C.  B.,  K.  S.  765  ;  30  L.  J.,  C.  P.  8  10  M.  &  W.  593. 
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Conservators 
not  bound  at 
common  law 
to  keep  the 
navigation 
in  proper 
repair, 

but  bo  long  as 
they  keep  it 
open  and  take 
tolls,  they 
are  bound  to 
use  reason- 
able care. 

Parnaby  v. 

Lancaster 

Carnal, 


Mersey  Docks 
v.  Gibb. 


"  to  maintain  this  action,"  said  Bovill,  C.  J.,  "  there  must  be 
"  shown  some  duty  or  obligation  on  the  defendants  which  they 
"  have  omitted  or  neglected,  or  in  the  performance  of  which  they 
''misconducted  themselves  or  acted  negligently;  and  that  by 
"  reason  of  their  negligence  damage  has  accrued  to  the  plaintiff. 
"  It  seems  to  me  that  no  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
"  defendants  has  been  made  out."1 

But  where  river  commissioners  are  by  their  Acts  under  an 
obligation  to  maintain  and  repair  sea  walls,  they  will  be  liable 
for  damage  caused  by  an  overflow  not  only  to  lands  reclaimed  by 
them,  but  to  lands  adjoining  such  lands.9 

It  would  seem,  also,  that  at  common  law,  independent  of 
statute,  neither  the  owners  of  a  navigation  or  board  of  con- 
servators are  bound  to  keep  the  navigation  open  or  in  a  proper 
state  of  repair,  but  that  so  long  as  they  choose  to  keep  it  open 
and  take  tolls  for  its  use,  even  where  such  tolls  are  not  for  their 
own  profit,  but  solely  for  the  maintenance  of  the  navigation,  they 
are  under  an  obligation  to  take  reasonable  care  that  persons 
using  it  are  exposed  to  no  undue  danger.3  Thus,  in  Parnaby  v. 
Lancaster  Canal*  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber  held,  affirming 
the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  that  a  canal  company  were  liable  at 
common  law  for  damage  caused  by  a  sunken  boat  which  they  had 
failed  to  weigh  up  or  mark  by  light  or  signal  independent  of  any 
statutory  clause  enabling  them  so  to  weigh  up  sunken  boats — on  the 
principle  that  the  owners  of  a  canal  taking  toll  for  the  navigation 
are  bound  to  take  reasonable  care  in  making  the  navigation  secure. 

In  Mersey  Docks  v.  Gibbf  the  House  of  Lords  held  that  this 
principle  applied  to  a  private  person  or  company  taking  tolls 
for  the  use  of  statutory  works,  even  where  such  tolls  were  not 


1  Under  the  River  Weaver  Navigation 
Acts,  persons  who  8  us  tain  damage  by 
reason  of  the  navigation  arc  entitled  to 
compensation.  In  Meg.  v.  Delanwre  f  13 
W.  R.  757),  the  defendants  had  under 
their  control  a  lock,  weir  and  clows, 
through  which,  when  raised,  the  water 
could  be  let  off.  During  a  flood  they 
kept  down  the  clows,  and  by  so  penning 
back  the  water  caused  the  premises  of 
plaintiff  to  be  damaged,  and  the  plaintiff 
was  held  entitled  to  compensation  ;  for 
although  it  was  not  shown  that  his 
premises  would  not  have  been  flooded  in 
the  same  way  if  the  river  had  never  been 
altered,  still  the  proximate  cause  of  the 
damage,  viz.,  the  penning  back,  being  a 
thing  done  on  account  of  the  navigation 


— the  trustees  were  as  much  liable  as  if 
it  had  been  a  breach  of  duty,  and  it  was 
no  excuse  that  it  was  done  skilfully,  and 
that  unless  it  had  been  done,  other  lands 
would  have  been  damaged. 

*  Bramlett  v.  Tees  Conservancy,  49 
J.  P.  214. 

s  Parnaby  v.  Lancaster  Canal,  11 
A.  &  E.  223 j  see  ante,  Chap.  V.  p.  303  ; 
Mersey  Docks  v.  Qibbs,  L.  R.,  1  H.  L. 
93  ;  Winch  v.  Conservators  of  Thames, 
L.  R.,  9  C.  P.  378  ;  L.  R.,  7  C.  P.  458  ; 
see  also  Brownlmo  v.  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works,  13  C.  B.,  N.  S.  768 ;  33  L.  J., 
C.  P.  33. 

«  11  A.&E.  223. 

*  L.  R.,  1  H.  L.  93  ;  35  L.  J.,  Ex.225  ; 
14  L.  T.  677. 


THE    CONSERVANCY  OF   NAVIGATION.  471 

applicable  to  the  use  of  the  individual  or  company,  but  were 
to  be  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  the  works;  and  that  the 
Mersey  Dock  Company  were  responsible  for  damage  caused  to  a 
ship  which,  on  entering  the  docks,  struck  on  a  mud  bank  which 
the  defendants  neglected  to  remove.  Their  Lordships  held 
further,  that  if  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a  cause  of  mischief 
make  persons  responsible  for  an  injury,  they  will  be  equally 
responsible  where,  by  their  culpable  negligence,  its  existence  is 
not  known  to  them.1 

In  the  case  of  Winch  v.  The  Conservators  of  the  Thames*  an  Winch  v.  The 
action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  for  damages  for  the  loss  of  oftl^Thames. 
some  horses  which  were  drowned  while  towing  a  barge  on  the 
river  Thames  above  high  water  mark,  in  consequence  of  a  part 
of  the  towing-path  being  out  of  repair.  The  defendants,  the 
Conservators  of  the  Thames,  were  a  corporate  body  in  whom 
were  vested  by  The  Thames  Navigation  Act,  1866  (29  Jc  80  Vict. 
c.  89),  certain  powers  for  the  preservation  and  improvement  of 
the  stream.  It  appeared  from  earlier  statutes  that  there  were 
originally  towing-paths  on  the  river  banks,  the  owners  of  which 
took  tolls  for  the  right  of  passing  along  them,  and  that  the 
defendants  had  acquired  powers  of  supervising  and  controlling 
the  towing-paths  and  regulating  the  tolls.  They  subsequently 
acquired  powers  to  purchase  and  take  lands  compulsorily,  and  to 
execute  works  for  the  purposes  of  the  navigation,  and  to  take 
tolls  for  the  use  of  the  towing-paths  purchased  or  hired  by  them, 
and  to  apply  their  funds  to  the  repair  of  the  works  vested  in  or 
acquired  or  constructed  by  them  under  their  various  Acts.  The 
defendants  had,  in  pursuance  of  the  above  powers,  made  a  parol 
arrangement  with  the  owner  of  the  soil  of  the  towing-path,  at 
the  place  in  question,  for  the  use  of  such  towing-path  at  a  yearly 
rent.  Some  parts  of  the  towing-path  along  the  river  had  been 
specially  constructed  by  and  belonged  to  the  defendants,  and  the 
use  of  the  whole  of  the  remainder  had  been  acquired  by  them. 
They  took  an  aggregate  toll  for  the  use  of  the  whole  of  the 
navigation  and  towing-path  at  Teddington  Lock.  The  Court  of 
Exchequer  Chamber  held,  affirming  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  that  the  defendants  were  liable. 

The  judgment  of  the   Court,   read   by  Bramwell,  B.,  is  as 

*  For  further  cases  as  to  liability  of  2  L.  B.,  9  C.  P.  378  ;  L.  R.,  7  C.  P. 

dock  and  harbour  authorities,  sec  ante,      456  ;  43  L.  J.,  C.  P.  167  ;  31  L.  T.  128. 
pp.  331  et  $eq. 
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follows  :l  "  The  defendants'  rule  in  this  case  was  to  enter  a 
"verdict  for  them  on  the  ground  'that  there  was  no  evidence 
"  *  that  they  were  bound  to  repair  the  spot  where  the  accident 
"  '  happened.'  If  this  were  the  question  in  the  case,  it  might 
"  be  difficult  to  answer  it  adversely  to  the  defendants — and  say 
"  that  they  were  bound  to  repair  the  spot  in  question.  For 
"  undoubtedly  when  the  towing-paths  were  in  the  hands  of,  and 
"  the  tolls  were  taken  by  private  owners,  there  was  no  such 
"  obligation,  and  none  is  imposed  by  the  statutes  in  express 
"  terms  on  the  defendants;  and  it  may  be,  that  if  the  defen- 
"  dants,  as  a  matter  of  judicious  use  of  their  funds,  might 
"  think  it  inexpedient  to  be  at  what  might  be  the  enormous  and 
"  unprofitable  expense  of  repairing  long  extents  of  towing-paths 
"  where  there  was  scarcely  any  traffic,  there  is  no  power 
"compelling  them,  or  they  would  not  be  compelled  to  such 
"  enormous  outlay.  We  do  not  go  further  into  this  question,  as 
"  we  think  it  is  not  the  question ;  but  we  refer  to  the  judgment 
"  in  Mersey  Dorks  v.  Gibbr  But  we  think  it  is  enough  to 
"  support  this  verdict,  if  the  defendants  were,  so  long  as  they 
"  kept  the  towing-path  open  and  took  tolls  for  its  use,  under  an 
"  obligation  to  those  whom  they  invited  to  use  it,  to  take  reason- 
"  able  care  to  see  that  the  towing-path  was  in  such  a  state  as 
"  not  to  expose  those  using  it  to  undue  danger.  If  the  dangerous 
"  state  of  the  path  at  the  spot  had  been  latent,  so  that  the 
"  defendants,  though  using  reasonable  care,  remained  ignorant 
"  of  it,  or  if,  having  found  it  out,  they  had  warned  the  plaintiffs 
"  of  it,  they  would  not  have  neglected  this  duty ;  but,  as  it  is,  if 
"  such  were  the  duty  of  the  defendants,  the  finding  of  the  jury 
"  (which  we  must  here  take  to  be  correct)  is,  that  they  have 
"  neglected  it.  We  agree  with  the  Court  below  in  thinking  that 
"  since  the  case  of  Mersey  Docks  v.  Gibb*  we  must  hold  the 
"  funds  of  this  corporation  (although  established  for  public 
"  purposes)  liable  to  make  good  the  damages  sustained  by  a 
"  private  person  from  any  breach  of  duty  on  their  part,3  and 
"  that  there  is  nothing  in  these  statutes  to  exempt  this  corpora- 
"  tion  from  the  duties  which  the  common  law  would  cast  upon 

1  L.  R.,  9  C.  P.  p.  387  ;  see  also  ampton,  8  E.  &  B.  301  ;  Ward  v.  Lee,  7 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  below,  L.  R„  E.  &  B.  426  ;  CMhier  v.  Webster,  12 
7  C.  P.  p.  462,  where  the  statutes  and  C.  B.,  N.  S.  790  ;  Buck  v.  Williams,  3 
cases  are  discussed  at  length.  H.  &  N.  308  ;  WhiteJwuse  v.  Fellows,  10 

2  L.  K.,  1  H.  L.  93  ;  33  L.  J.,  Ex.225  ;  C.  B.,  N.  S.  765  ;  Brownlow  v.  Metro- 
14  L.  T.  677.  jwlitan  Board,  16  C.  B.,  N.  S.  546  ;  13 

3  As  to  this,  see  also  Itchin  v.  South'  C.  B.,  N.  S.  768. 
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a  private  person  or  trading  corporation  who  maintained  a 
similar  towing-path  along  a  public  navigation,  and  levied  tolls 
for  its  use.  And  we  think  that  Parnaby  v.  Lancaster  Canal  Co. 
and  Mersey  Docks  v.  Gibb  establish  that  such  a  duty  is  by 
common  law  cast  upon  those  who  invite  persons  to  use  a 
towing-path  like  this,  and  receive  pay  for  the  use  of  it.  It 
was  argued  that  these  cases  were  not  applicable,  because  the 
part  of  the  towing-path  where  the  accident  happened  was  on 
the  natural  soil,  only  worn  into  a  track  made  by  the  horses' 
feet  leading  from  a  bridge  over  one  ditch  to  a  bridge  over 
another  ;  and  it  was  argued  that  the  common  law  only  imposed 
this  duty  on  those  who  maintained  artificial  works,  such  as 
canals,  or  docks,  or  bridges.  We  wish  to  guard  against  being 
supposed  to  decide  that  in  every  case  where  a  licence  is  given 
for  money  to  go  over  land  in  its  natural  state,  this  obligation 
results.  Much  may  depend  on  the  circumstances  of  each 
case.  But  we  think  that  in  this  case,  where  persons  pay  one 
toll  for  the  use  of  one  entire  towing-path,  parts  of  which  are 
artificial  and  parts  not,  there  can  be  no  distinction  made  as  to 
the  duty  of  those  who  maintain  the  parts  to  take  reasonable 
care  of  the  artificial  and  the  natural  parts,  or  at  least  to  warn 
those  who  are  there  of  defects  in  them.  The  defendants  can 
in  future,  if  they  think  fit,  announce  to  those  who  pay  the 
tolls  that  they  must  take  the  paths  as  they  find  them.  If 
this  is  done,  there  could  be  no  liability  for  a  defective  state 
of  repair,  even  though  wilful.  Whether  if  they  gave  such 
notice,  and  left  the  banks  unrepaired,  they  could  be  compelled 
to  repair  them,  is  a  question  that  could  then  be  directly  raised 
and  decided." 

In  a  subsequent  case,1  it  has  been  held  by  Pollock,  B.,  that  Forbes  Y.Lee 
where  the  defendants,  an  unpaid  body  of  trustees  for  the  river  ConMrvancy- 
Lee,  were  expressly  forbidden  to  take  any  tolls  for  such  part 
of  their  navigation  as  lay  between  Bow  Creek  and  Old  Ford 
Lock — this  part  being  an  ancient  navigable  river — no  duty 
was  imposed  upon  them  to  remove  obstructions  in  that  part 
of  the  navigation ;  and  that,  consequently,  the  plaintiff,  owner 
of  a  barge  which  was  injured  by  striking  on  some  submerged 
piles  there,  could  not  recover  damages,  although  the  jury  found 
that  the  piles  were  dangerous,  and  that  the  defendants  ought  to 
have  been  aware  of  the  danger,  and  had  neglected  their  duty. 

1  Forbpjt  v.  Lee  Cviutevrannj,  4  Ex.  D.  116. 
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The  third  class  of  statutes,  those  relating  to  canals,  are  nearly 
identical  as  far  as  the  preservation  of  navigation,  and  compen- 
sation to  persons  injured  by  their  works,  are  concerned,  but  the 
undertakers  are  bound,  in  most  cases,  to  construct  the  canal  in 
accordance  with  plans  approved  by  and  deposited  with  the 
Admiralty,  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  some  other  competent 
authority,  and  the  public  being  only  entitled  to  navigate  its 
waters  on  payment  of  tolls,  the  regulations  on  the  latter  head 
are  more  stringent  and  detailed.1 

The  duties  of  the  owners  of  canals,  which  are  in  general 
artificial  erections,  or  excavations  on  the  land  of  others,  will 
be  necessarily  larger  than  those  of  river  conservators  as  to 
liability  for  the  escape  of  water.  This  subject,  however,  has 
been  fully  treated  of  in  another  chapter.3 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  state  at  length  the  provisions  of  the  numerous  River  Conser- 
vancy Acts8  now  in  force,  and  on  which  the  rights  and  duties  of 


1  See  43  Geo.  III.  c.  102  (Caledonian 
Canal)  ;  33  Geo.  III.  c.  80  (Grand  Junc- 
tion Canal)  ;  32  Geo.  III.  c.  102  (Canal 
from  Pont  Newydd  to  the  Usk). 

*  Ante,  Chap.  V. 

3  A  consideration  of  the  following 
extracts  from  a  few  of  the  Acts  relating 
to  conservancy  will  serve  to  indicate 
the  general  nature  of  their  provisions. 

I.  River*  (made  navigable). 
10  «}•  17  Car.  II.  c.  12. 

"  An  Act  for  making  the  river  of 
"Avon  navigable  from  Chrietchurch  in 
"the  city  of  New  Sarum." 

Commissioners  to  be  appointed  for 
making  the  river  navigable.  Satisfac- 
tion to  parties  endamaged  in  any  of 
their  lands.  Commissioners  empowered 
to  compound  with  persons  so  damnified. 
The  powers  of  the  said  commissioners 
defined.  How  commissioners  dying  or 
renouncing  may  be  supplied.  The  powers 
to  make  orders  and  constitutions,  and 
to  impose  penalties  on  the  breakers. 
Persons  grieved  may  apply  to  the 
justices  of  assize.  The  undertakers  to 
have  the  taxes  upon  carts,  carriages,  &c. 
Penalties,  and  how  to  recover  the  same. 
Drawing  and  haling  of  barges,  &c.  upon 
the  banks  provided  for.  No  wharf  to 
be  within  New  Sarum.  The  river, 
havens,  &c.  to  be  under  the  survey  of 
the  undertakers  and  commissioners. 
Persons  sued  for  action  upon  this  Act 
may  plead  the  general  issue. 

Among  the  private  Acts  of  the  same 


year  are  : — "  An  Act  to  enable  Henry 
"  Lord  Loughborough  to  make  the  river 
44  and  sewer  navigable  from  or  near 
"  Brigtowe  Canary,  in  the  county  of 
u  Surrey,  to  the  river  Thames  :"  "**  An 
"  Act  for  making  the  river  of  Medway 
"  navigable  in  the  counties  of  Kent  and 
11  Sussex  ; "  "  An  Act  for  making  divers 
"  rivers  navigable  or  otherwise  passable 
"  for  boats,  barges,  and  other  vessels." 

31  Geo.  III.  c.  66.  is  "An  Act  to 
"  enable  the  Earl  of  Egremont  to  make 
u  and  maintain  the  river  Rother  navig- 
"  able  from  the  town  of  Midhurst,  in  a 
"certain  meadow  called  the  Railed 
"  Pieces  or  Stopham  meadow  in  the 
"  parish  of  Stopham,  and  a  navigable 
44  cut  from  the  said  river  to  the  river 
14  Usk,  at  or  near  Stopham  bridge,  in 
(i  the  county  of  Essex,  and  for  other 
14  purposes." 

IT.  River*  (navigation  improved). 
23  Geo.  III.  r.  48. 

An  Act  for  improving  the  navigation 
of  the  river  Trent  from  a  place  called 
Wilden  Hay,  in  the  counties  of  Derby 
and  Leicester  or  one  of  them,  to  Gains- 
borough, in  the  county  of  Lincoln ; 
and  for  empowering  persons  navigating 
vessels  thereon  to  hale  the  same  with 
horses 

Recites  10  &  11  Will.  III.  c.  20  (An 
Act  for  making  and  keeping  the  river 
Trent,  in  the  counties  of  Leicester, 
Derby  and  Stafford,  navigable),  that  the 
navigation  would  be  expedited  if  power 
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were  given  to  "  hale  with  horses  boats, 
"  barges,  keels,  and  other  vessels  navi- 
"  gated  upon  the  said  river,"  which  now 
are  haled  on  by  men  ;  and  that  several 
persons,  hereinafter  particularly  named, 
are  desirous  of  making  and  maintaining 
the  navigation  at  their  own  costs. 

It  therefore  appoints  and  incorporates 
the  undertakers,  and  describes  the 
manner  in  which  the  navigation  6hall 
be  made. 

No  weirs  or  dams  to  be  made  across  or 
in  the  river,  so  as  to  prejudice  fisheries, 
or  obstruct  the  passages  of  salmon  or 
other  fish.  Communications  between 
the  river  Trent  and  other  navigations  to 
be  preserved.  Lands  may  be  entered  to 
take  surveys.  Commissioners  may  lower 
fords  to  24  inches  if  necessary,  and  ferry 
boats  are  to  be  provided  at  the  fords. 
Haling-paths  to  be  made  pursuant  to 
the  plans.  Bodies  politic  empowered  to 
sell  lands.  Conveyances  to  be  enrolled, 
and  true  copies  to  be  allowed  to  be 
evidence.  Provisions  are  made  for  the 
raising  of  money,  allotment  of  shares, 
and  levying  of  toll?,  from  which 
materials  for  roads  and  manure  for  land 
are  to  be  free,  as  are  pleasure  boats. 
Toll 9  may  be  lessened,  and  may  be  free 
from  taxes.  River  not  to  be  under 
commissioners  of  sewers.  Persons 
haling,  &c.  committing  any  trespass  to 
be  subject  to  penalties. 

2  <$•  3  Met.  <\  61. 

"  An  Act  for  the  improvement  of  the 
41  navigation  of  the  river  Shannon " 
(1839). 

Sect.  1  recites  5  &  6  Will.  IV.  c.  67, 
whereby  it  was  enacted,  that  commis- 
sioners should  be  appointed  by  her 
Majesty's  Treasury  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  works  necessary  for  the 
improvement  of  the  said  navigation,  and 
for  making  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
thereof  ;  and  enacts,  the  works  described 
in  the  plans  and  reports  of  the  com- 
missioners shall  be  carried  into  effect. 

Commissioners  may  make  contracts 
for  works  (sect.  16)  ;  and  are  to  lay  their 
accounts  before  Pailiament  (sect.  18). 
Where  they  have  doubts  as  to  the 
legality  of  mills,  &c,  they  may  apply  to 
Court  of  Chancery  or  Exchequer  to 
direct  proceedings  to  ascertain  legality 
(sect.  21),  and  may  abate  nuisances, 
such  as  mills,  mill-dams,  weirs.  &e.  By 
sect.  37,  the  care  and  conservancy  of  the 
river,  and  of  such  rivers  as  flow  into  it, 
is  vested  in  the  commissioners.  No 
weirs  or  other  obstructions  9hall  be 
placed  in  the  navigation  without  their 
consent  (sect.  38)  ;  and  they  shall  cause 
the  limits  of  the  river  to"  be  defined 


(sect.  39)  ;  and  surveys  and  maps  of  the 
mills  and  all  weirs  and  dams  thereon,  to 
be  made  (sect.  40).  They  may  erect 
beacons  and  lighthouses  (sect.  41).  By 
sect.  42  it  is  enacted,  "  That  the  com- 
"missioners  for  the  execution  of  this 
"  Act  shall  have  full  power  to  widen  or 
"  deepen,  cleanse,  clear,  or  scour,  open  or 
"  straighten,  and  to  remove  all  obstruc- 
"  tions  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  com- 
"  missioners  injurious  to  the  navigation 
"thereof  respectively,  from  the  said 
"  river  Shannon,  or  any  of  the  canals  or 
"  rivers  aforesaid,  by  any  ways  or  means 
"  which  to  them  shall  seem  expedient ; 
"  and  to  make  or  erect  in  or  on  the  said 
"river,  or  in  or  on  any  of  the  rivers 
"  aforesaid,  or  upon  the  lands  adjoining 
"  or  contiguous  to  the  same,  or  any  of 
"  them,  such  and  so  many  weirs,  dams 
"or  engines,  landing-places,  or  other 
"matters  or  things  for  the  purpose  of 
"improving  the  navigation  of  the  said 
"  river,  or  any  of  the  rivers  aforesaid,  &c." 
They  may  sell  or  demise  lands,  mill 
sites,  &c.  (sect.  44) ;  take  tolls,  &c. 
(sects.  45,  47)  ;  and  fix  rates  of  wharfage 
and  quays  (sect.  48).  They  may  make 
bye-laws  (sect.  56),  copies  of  which  are 
to  be  evidence. 

[37  $  38  Vict.  r.  60  (1874),  in  some 
respects  amends  this  Act,  and  is  incor- 
porated with  it.  By  sect.  1,  the  Acts  of 
1835,  1839,  1846  and  1874,  may  be  cited 
as  the  Shannon  Acts,  1835  to  1874.] 

18  4-14  Vict.c.lxiii. 
"  The  Tyne  Improvement  Act,  1850." 

Sect.  34.  "The  commissioners  from 
"  time  to  time,  if  and  when  they  deem  it 
"necessary  or  expedient,  may  build, 
"  purchase,  hire  and  employ  such  vessels 
"  to  be  worked  by  steam  or  otherwise,  at 
"  their  discretion,  for  dredging,  scouring, 
"  cleansing  and  deepening  the  bed  of  the 
"  river  as  far  as  they  lawfully  can  or 
"  may,  and  such  other  vessels  and  ma- 
"  chinery  to  be  used  for  any  other  of  the 
"  purposes  of  this  Act  as  they  think  fit, 
"  and  may  use  such  vessels  accordingly." 

Sect  35.  They  are  to  cause  maps  of 
the  port,  showing  shoals,  banks,  levels  of 
high  and  low  water,  quays,  wharves,  to  be 
made  and  deposited  in  their  office,  and 
open  to  inspection. 

31  <?•  32  Vict.  r.  clir. 

"  Lee  Conservancy  Act,  1868." 

Recites  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
water  supplied  to  the  metropolis  is 
drawn  from  the  Lee,  and  the  Lee  is 
extensively  used  for  purposes  of  naviga- 
tion, and  for  these  and  other  reasons 
the  preservation  of  the  purity  of  the 
water  of  the  Lee  and  its  tributaries,  and 
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the  improvement  ot  the  stream,  bed,  and 
tanks  thereof,  and  the  maintenance  and 
improvement  of  the  cuts,  locks,  and 
other  navigation  works  on  the  Lee,  are 
objects  of  great  public  and  local  import- 
ance ;  that  there  is  not  any  existing 
authority  with  sufficient  powers  for 
effecting  such  preservation,  maintenance, 
and  improvement  in  all  respects,  and  it 
is  expedient  that  a  new  body  of  con- 
servators, with  adequate  powers,  be  con- 
stituted for  that  purpose,  and  that 
under  the  Lee  Navigation  Improvement 
Act,  1850  (13  &  14  Vict.  c.  cix.,  an  Act 
to  alter  and  amend  the  Acts  relating  to 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Lee  in  the 
counties  of  Hertford,  Essex,  and  Middle- 
sex ;  and  to  enable  the  trustees  further 
to  improve  the  navigation,  and  to  dispose 
of  the  surplus  water,  and  for  other 
purposes),  and  the  Acts  therein  recited, 
the  management  of  the  Ix>e,  from  the 
town  of  Hertford  downwards  (being  so 
much  thereof  as  is  navigable),  is  intrusted 
to  the  body  styled  the  Trustees  of  the 
Kiver  Lee ;  that  it  is  expedient  that  the 
duties  and  powers  of  the  trustees  be 
transferred  to  the  new  bodv  of  con- 
servators  to  be  constituted,  the  trustees 
being  formed  into  a  constituency,  and 
being  represented  in  the  new  body  by 
members  thereof  elected  bv  them  as  in 
this  Act  provided  :  and  that  the  new 
body  should  comprise  representatives  of 
the  New  River  Company  and  the  East 
London  Waterworks  Company  (both 
which  companies  draw  water  for  the 
metropolis  from  the  I^ee),  and  repre- 
sentatives of  traders  interested  in  the 
Lee,  and  of  local  and  public  authorities. 
Sect.  3  describes  the  Lee  and  its 
tributaries  ;  and  sect.  4  sets  limits  to  the 
conservancy  of  the  Ijccand  the  Thames ; 
while  sect.  5  incorporates  the  Lee  Con- 
servancy Board.  Provisions  arc  made 
for  the  preservation  of  the  flow  and 
purity  of  the  river  Lee  (sect.  89),  and 
for  the  prohibition  of  putting  new 
sewage  into  it  or  its  tributaries  (sect.  91), 
and  also  for  the  discontinuance  of 
existing  sewerage  works. (sect.  92). 

III.  Canals. 

33  Geo.  J II.  c.  80  ((J rand  Junction 
Canal). 

"  An  Act  for  making  and  maintaining 
a  navigable  canal,  from  the  Oxford 
Canal  navigation  at  Braunston,  in  the 
county  of  Northampton,  to  join  the 
river  Thames  at  or  near  Brentford,  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex  ;  and  also 
certain  collateral  cuts  fioin  the  said 
intended  canal." 

Recites    the   practicability    and    ex- 


it 
«( 

a 
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pediency  of  making  the  canal,  and 
names  the  proprietors  and  empowers 
them  to  carry  out  the  work,  which  is  to 
be  styled  The  Grand  Junction  CanaL 
The  grounds  to  be  taken  for  canal  and 
collateral  cuts,  and  for  the  towing-paths 
thereto,  and  the  ditches  and  fences  to 
separate  such  towing-paths  from  the 
adjoining  lands  not  to  exceed  twenty 
yards  in  breadth,  except  in  such  places 
where  any  docks,  basins,  reservoirs,  or 
pens  of  water  shall  be  made,  &c,  &c 
Line  of  canal  to  be  guided  by  plans  and 
books  of  reference,  and  no  deviation  of 
more  than  100  yards  from  such  plana 
and  books  of  reference,  kc  to  be  made 
without  the  consent  of  the  landowners. 
Bodies  politic  empowered  to  sell  and 
convey  lands.  Contracts  and  sales  to 
be  made  at  the  expense  of  the  com- 
pany. Persons  qualified,  as  required  by 
the  Act,  appointed  commissioners  for 
settling  and  adjusting  all  questions  and 
differences  which  may  arise  between  the 
company  of  proprietors  and  the  several 
persons  interested  in  lands,  tenements, 
mills,  mines,  waters,  or  premises  which 
may  be  taken,  used,  affected,  or  pre- 
judiced by  the  execution  of  the  powers 
hereby  granted.  Powers  of  commis- 
sioners defined.  They  are  to  settle  pro- 
portion of  money  to  be  paid  to  persons 
interested.  Millers  not  unnecessarily  to 
draw  down  the  water  of  their  mill 
streams,  to  the  prejudice  of  their  navi- 
gation. If  the  company  deepen  any 
stream,  they  shall  make  good  the 
damage  to  occupiers  of  mills  thereon. 
Company  to  divert  the  water  from  mill 
streams  for  rebuilding  and  repairing  any 
mill.  Provisions  for  the  apportionment 
of  shares  and  the  levying  of  rates  of 
tonnage,  power  being  given  to  alter 
rates,  and  exemptions  from  payment 
thereof  being  made  in  certain  cases. 
Company  may  lease  rates.  Places  to  be 
made  for  boats  to  turn  or  to  lie  in,  or 
for  other  boats  to  pass ;  and  penalties 
are  laid  on  persons  overloading  and 
obstructing  the  navigation,  opening  the 
locks,  destroying  the  works,  or  doing 
other  damage  to  the  navigation.  Vessels 
obstructing  the  navigation  are  to  be 
removed,  and  vessels  sunk  to  be 
weighed  up. 

The  Act  is  amended  and  extended  by 
34  Geo.  III.  c.  24,  *ect.  19  of  which 
provides  that  the  company  shall  be 
rated  to  all  parochial  and  parliamentary 
taxes  in  respect  of  lands  already  pur- 
chased or  taken,  or  to  be  purchased  or 
taken,  as  well  as  for  warehouses  and 
other  buildings,  in  the  same  proportion 
as  other  lands  and  buildings  lying  near 
the  same  are  or  shall  be  rated,  and  as 
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each  particular  board  depend,1  and  a  fuller  idea  of  their  nature 
may  perhaps  be  gained  by  a  consideration  of  the  Acts  relating 
to  the  Thames,  which  may  be  presumed  to  offer  the  best  example 
of  a  complete  system  of  conservancy. 

The  Thames  Conservancy  Act,  1894  (57  d  58  Vict.  c.  187),  is  Thames 
a  consolidating  and  amending  Act  for  the  preservation  and  Actfi894?Cy 
improvement  of  the  river  for  the  purposes  of  navigation  for 
profit  and  pleasure,  and  as  a  source  of  water  supply.3  It 
repeals  practically  the  whole  of  the  former  Acts  dealing  with  the 
river  except  the  Watermen's  and  Lightermen's  Amendment  Act, 
1859  (22  d  28  Vict.  c.  188) .3  Part  I.,  sects.  1—4,  consists  of 
definitions.  It  defines  "  the  Thames "  to  mean  the  rivers 
Thames  and  Isis  from  Gricklade,  Wiltshire,  to  an  imaginary  line 
drawn  from  the  entrance  to  Yantlett  Creek,  Kent,  to  the  City 
Stone,  opposite  Canvey  Island,  Essex,  and  the  river  Eennett 
between  the  common  landing-place  at  Beading,  Berks,  and  the 
Thames  and  the  river  Lee  and  Bow  Creek  below  the  south 
boundary  stones  in  the  Lee  Conservancy  Act,  1868,  mentioned. 
The  word  "  shore  "  means  the  shores  of  the  Thames  so  far  as 
the  tide  flows  and  reflows  between  high  and  low  water  marks  at 
ordinary  tides.4  The  "  Port  of  London  "  is  defined  in  this  section 
and  Schedule  II. 

Part  II.,  sects.  5 — 57,  deals  with  the  qualifications  and  appoint- 
ment, payment  and  meetings  of  the  thirty-eight  conservators.5 

Part  III.,  sects.  58 — 288,  deals  with  the  property,  powers  and 


the  same  lands,  &c.  would  be  rateable,  if 
the  property  of  individuals. 

43  Geo.  III.  c.  102  (Caledonian  Canal). 

An  Act  for  granting  to  his  Majesty 
the  Bum  of  20,000/.,  towards  defraying 
the  expense  of  making  an  inland  navi- 
gation from  the  Eastern  to  the  Western 
sea  by  Inverness  and  Fort  William,  and 
for  taking  the  necessary  steps  to  execute 
the  same. 

Commissioners  are  appointed  (sects. 
2,  3),  who  may  construct  harbours, 
docks,  basins,  &c.  tide  locks,  piers, 
jetties,  &c.  (sect.  6) ;  may  fix  the  line  of 
navigation,  and  contract  for  the  purchase 
of  lands  necessary  (sects.  6,  7).  Bodies 
politic  empowered  tg  contract  for  the 
sale  and  conveyance  of  lands  (sect.  8). 
Commissioners  may  set  out  and  make 
contracts  for,  and  purchase  lands,  &c. 
necessary  for  harbours,  &c.  (sects.  10, 
12),    and    may  levy  rates  and    duties 


(sect.  23),  and  may  lease  the  same. 

[Additional  powers  were  given  to  the* 
commissioners  Dy  44  Geo.  III.  c.  62,  and 
other  Acts.  By  39  Geo.  III.  c.  xxtii., 
the  Crinan  Canal  was  authorized  to  be 
constructed  ;  and  by  11  4*  12  Vict.  c.  54. 
the  commissioners  of  the  Caledonian 
Canal  are  newly  incorporated  (sects.  1, 
2),  and  both  the  Caledonian  and  Crinan 
Canals  united  and  vested  in  them  (sects. 
4,  5).] 

1  As  to  the  number  of  boards,  see  the 
Duke  of  Richmond's  speech  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  at  the  first  reading  of  the  Rivers 
Conservancy  Bill,  7th  March,  1879. 

2  Preamble. 

8  Schedule  I. 

4  See  Thames  Contercators  v.  Sineed, 
port,  p.  478,  n.  (1). 

5  As  to  voting  by  proxy  for  election 
of  a  conservator  by  shipowners  under 
sects.  22,  23,  and  25,  see  Reg.  v.  Samuel, 
(1895)  1  Q.  B.  815. 
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duties  of  the  conservators.      Sect.  58  preserves  to  the  con- 
servators all  the  estate,  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  bed,1  soil 


1  In  The  Thames  Conservators  v.  8meed, 
(1897)  2  Q.  B.  334,  over-ruling  Pearce 
v.  Bunting,  (1896)  2  Q.  B.  360,  it  has 
been  held  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  that 
the  word  "  bed  "  in  the  tidal  portion  of 
the  river  under  sect.  58  means  the  soil 
between  the  ordinary  high  water  mark 
on  one  side  and  the  ordinary  high  water 
mark  on  theother  side — in  fact,  includes 
what  is  ordinarily  termed  the  foreshore  ; 
and  that,  therefore,  no  person  other  than 
the  conservators  and  their  agents  can 
dredge  or  raise  gravel,  &c.,  there  except 
with  license  of  the  conservators.  A.  L. 
Smith,  L.  J.,  says,  in  delivering  judg- 
ment :  "  The  view  I  take  of  the  Act  of 
44  1894  is  this :  The  conservators  are  a 
44  statutory  body  brought  into  existence 
"  for  the  purpose  of  preserving,  improv- 
ing, and  maintaining  the  navigation 
"of  the  river  Thames,  from  Cricklade 
44  to  Yantlett  Creek  (and  they  have  some 
44  jurisdiction  below  that  creek),  but  the 
"  powers  granted  to  them  by  the  Act  of 
44 1894  are  all  subservient  thereto,  and 
"except  for  these  purposes  no  powers 
"are  granted  to  them  at  all.  I  omit 
44  the  powers  given  to  them  for  keeping 
"the  waters  of  the  Thames  pure,  for 
44  these  have  no  bearing  on  the  case." 
"What,"  he  continues,  "is  the  prima 
"facie  meaning  of  the  words  4  the  bed 
44  4  of  the  Thames  ? '  In  my  judgment 
"they  denote  that  portion  of  the  river 
44  which  in  the  ordinary  and  regular 
44  course  of  nature  is  covered  by  the 
"waters  of  the  river.  It  need  not  be 
44  constantly  covered  if  in  the  ordinary 
44  course  of  things  it  is  habitually  covered. 
44 1  will  cite  a  passage  from  the  judgment 
44  in  an  American  case,  namely,  that 
"of  the  State  of  Alabama  v.  State  of 
"  Georgia  ((WW)  64  U.  S.  515),  which  I 
44  cited  in  my  judgment  in  Hudson  v. 
44  Ashbv  ((1896)  2  Ch.  1,  at  p.  25),  for  it 
44  exactly  conveys  what  I  understand  by 
44 the  meaning  of  the  phrase  'bed  of  a 
44  4  river.'  It  is  this  :  4  The  bed  of  the 
44  4  river  is  that  portion  of  the  soil  which 
44 '  is  alternately  covered  and  left  bare,  as 
44  *  there  may  be  an  increase  or  diminu- 
44  *  tion  in  the  supply  of  water,  and  which 
44 4  is  adequate  to  contain  it  at  its  average 
44 '  and  mean  stage  during  the  entire  year, 
44  4  without  reference  to  the  extraordinary 
44  *  freshets  of  the  winter  or  spring,  or  the 
444  extreme  droughts  of  the  summer  or 
444 autumn.1  This,  when  applied  to  a 
44  tidal  river,  means  without  reference  to 
41  extraordinary  tides  at  any  time  of  the 
44 year.  This,  in  my  judgment,  is  the 
44 prima  facie  meaning  of    the  words 


44  4  bed  of  the  Thames,'  and  the  question 
"is,  in  the  Act  of  1894,  is  there  a  con- 
44  text  which  causes  the  words  not  to  bear 
44  their  primS  facie  and  ordinary  mean- 
44  ing  ?  In  the  unreported  case  in  1 891  of 
44  Goolden  v.  Conservators  of  the  Thamez, 
44  a  construction  was  placed  by  the  House 
44  of  Lords  upon  the  words  '  bed  of  the 
44 'Thames'  in  sect.  6  of  the  Thames 
44  Conservancy  Act  of  1867,  which  Act, 
44  although  repealed  by  the  Act  of  1894, 
44  has,  as  regards  sects.  6  and  7  thereof, 
44  in  substance  been  re-enacted  in  the 
44  Act  of  1894  by  sects.  83  and  87,  with 
44  the  addition  of  the  saving  clause  in 
44  sect.  87  in  favour  of  the  owners  of 
44  lands  above  Staines.  This  case  throws 
44  a  considerable  light  upon  some  of  the 
44  points  raised  in  the  present  action, 
44  though  I  notice  that  neither  my 
44  brother  Cave  nor  my  brother  Wills, 
44  in  their  judgments  in  the  case  of 
4  Pearce  v.  Bunting  ((1896)  2  Q.  B.  361), 
44  alluded  to  it.  It  is  to  review  their 
44  decision  in  this  last  case  that  the  pre- 
44  sent  action  is  brought "  (pp.  336—339). 
After  quoting  sect.  6  of  the  Act  of  1867, 
empowering  the  conservators  to  dredge, 
dig,  &c,  and  remove  shoals,  &c.,  in  the  bed 
of  the  Thames  between  Staines  and  Crick- 
lade, and  sect.  7,  which  prohibits  persons 
other  than  the  conservators  from  dredg- 
ing, &c, without  their  license,  upon  which 
the  House  of  Lords  gave  judgment,  he 
points  out  that,  though  when  passed 
they  applied  only  to  the  Upper  Thames, 
they  were  extended  by  sect.  29  of  the 
Thames  Navigation  Act,  1870,  to  the 
river  below  the  City  Stone  at  Staines  to 
Yantlett  Creek,  and,  therefore,  applied 
to  it  when  Goolden'*  case  was  decided 
by  the  House  of  Lords  in  1891.  He 
continues  :  "  Whatever  4  the  bed  of  the 
444  Thames'  meant  in  sect.  6  of  the  Act 
44  of  1867,  it  meant  the  same  in  sect.  7 
44  of  that  Act,  which  last  section  is  almost 
44  identical  with  sect.  87  of  the  Act  of 
41 1894,  excepting  the  proviso  saving  the 
44  rights  of  owners  above  Staines,  which 
44  is  expressly  inserted  in  sect.  87  of  the 
44  Act  of  1894.  The  House  of  Lords,  in 
44  Goolden" s  case,  held  that  the  words 
444 bed  of  the  Thames'  in  sect.  6  of  the 
44  Act  of  1867  meant  the  soil  underneath 
44  the  waters  of  the  river  situated  between 
44  bank  and  bank,  and  the  dredging 
44  powers  of  the  conservators  conferred 
44  by  this  section  extended  not  only  to 
44  that  part  of  the  Thames  above  Staines 
44  which  was  navigable,  but  also  to  that 
44  part  of  the  Thames  which  was  not 
44  navigable,  and  which  was  the  private 
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and  shores  which  were  vested  in  them  immediately  before  the 
passing   of  the  Act.1    By  sect.   62 — 64  powers  are  given  to 


"property  of  a  riparian  owner.    That 
"  this  section  was  held  to  take  away  and 
"  interfere  with  private  rights  is  beyond 
"  dispute,  and  that  although  no  compen- 
"  sation  was  given  to  the  owner  of  the 
"  soil  for  this  deprivation  of  his  rights. 
'*  The  House  of  Lords  also  held  that  the 
"  dredging  powers  of  the  conservators 
44  were  limited  to  improving  the  bed  of 
44  the  river,  that  is,  to  the  exercise  of  the 
44  powers  conferred  upon  them  by  the 
44  Acts,  and  that,  if  dredging  were  carried 
44  on  by  the  conservators  for  purposes 
44  other   than    that    of   exercising    the 
44  powers  conferred  upon  them  by  the 
"  Act,  such  dredging  would  not  be  per- 
44  missible.    I  think  that  what  the  House 
44  of  Lords  then  held  has  pointed  appli- 
44  cation  to  the  true  construction  of  sect. 
44  87  of  the  Act  of  1894  "  (pp.  339,  340). 
44 1  can  find  nothing  in  the  Act  which 
44  can  be  relied  on  as  cutting  down  the 
"  ordinary  and  primd  facie  meaning  of 
"the  words  *the  bed  of  the  Thames' 
44  in  sect.  87.    My  judgment  upon  this 
"peculiarly  ill-drawn  Act  is,  that  the 
44  conservators     by    themselves,    their 
"agents  and  servants,  have  power  to 
44  dredge  and   raise   gravel,  sand,  and 
44  other  substances  from  all  parts  of  the 
44  river  Thames  within  their  jurisdiction 
41  between  ordinary  high  water  mark  on 
44  one  side  of  the  river  and  ordinary  high 
44  water  mark  upon  the  other,  if  they  do 
41  so  for  the  purpose  of  preserving,  im- 
4(  proving,  and  maintaining  the  naviga- 
14  tion  of  the  Thames,  or  for  the  other 
44  navigation  purposes  mentioned  in  the 
"  Act ;  and  that  they  are  also  empowered 
44  to  grant  licences  to  other  persons  to 
44  dredge  and  raise  gravel,  sand  and  other 
44  substances  for  like  purposes,  but  for  no 
"  other  ;  and  that  by  sect.  87  there  is  an 
44  absolute  prohibition  imposed  against 
41  any  one  dredging  or  raising  gravel, 
"sand,  ballast,  or  other  substances  in 
44  the  Thames   between   ordinary  high 
44  water  mark  on  the  one  side  and  ordi- 
nary high  water  mark  on  the  other, 
44  without  the  license  of  the  conservators, 
"  even  although  the  soil  between  those 
"  limits  is  private  property  ;  and  that  for 
41  so  doing  without  the  license  of  the 
44  conservators  the  penalty  mentioned  in 
"the  section  attaches.     My  judgment' 
"only  applies  to  the  Lower  Thames" 
(pp.  342,  343). 

44  In  the  case  of  Pearce  v.  Bunting 
"  ((1896)  2  Q.  B.  360),  above  mentioned, 
"  my  brother  Cave  relied  greatly,  and  my 
"  brother  Wills  also  to  some  extent,  upon 


"  the  fact  that,  as  no  compensation  was 

"  given  by  the  statute,  it  was  improbable 

"  that  private  rights  would  be  interfered 

"  with  by  the  legislature,  and  this  ordi- 

"  narily  is  so  ;  but  the  case  of  Gooldeti 

"  v.  Ttiamex  Conservator*  (unreported), 

"  in  the  House  of  Lords,  indicates  that 

"  these  dredging  powers  are  given  to  the 

"  conservators  for  navigation  purposes, 

"  without  compensation  being  also  given 

"to  private  owners  for   having   their 

"  rights  thus  interfered  with.  I  may  point 

"out  that  by  sect.  72  of  the  Act  of  1894 

"  public  rights  of  navigation  are  given 

"  over  private  waters,  and  the  sole  saving 

"  clause  therein  in  favour  of  landowners 

"  is  that  they  may  prevent  the  anchor- 

44  ing,  mooring,  loitering,  or  delay  of  any 

"vessel  thereon,  and  no  compensation 

"for  this  deprivation  of  their  rights 

"  taken  away  by  the  section  is  given  to 

"  the  landowners.    The  question,  as  it 

"  seems  to  me,  is  not  what  soil  has  been 

"  vested  in  the  conservators,  which  my 

"  brother  Cave  held  to  be  the  question, 

44  but   what   powers   of  dredging,  and 

"  raising  gravel,  and  other  substances, 

"and  of  granting  licences  to  others  to 

"  do  so,  have  been  granted  by  the  statute 

"  to  the  conservators  whereby  to  preserve, 

44  improve,  and  maintain  the  navigation 

"of  the  Thames.    If  a  private  owner 

"  were  to  be  allowed  to  dredge  and  raise 

"  gravel  from  the  bed  of  the  Thames  in 

"  the  tideway  at  his  own  will  and  plea- 

"  sure,  it  is  manifest  that  this  might  so 

"  interfere  with  the  flow  of  the  river  as 

"  in  some  cases  to  seriously  impede  its 

"navigation;  and,  in  my  opinion,  to 

"prevent  and  guard  against  this,  it  is 

44  that  this  plenary  and  exclusive  power 

"of  dredging,  and  raising  gravel  and 

44  other  substances,  is  given  to  the  con- 

"servators  over  that  part  of  the  bed 

"of  the  Thames  where  Hadleigh  Kay 

"  is  situated  "  (pp.  343,  344). 

1  By  the  Thames  Conservancy  Act, 
20  $  21  Vict.  c.  cxlvii.  (amended  by 
27  4'  28  Vict.  c.  113),  the  right  of  the 
soil  of  the  bed  of  the  river  up  to 
high  water  mark,  which  had  been  the 
subject  of  dispute  between  the  Crown 
and  the  corporation  of  the  city  of 
London,  is  vested  in  the  latter  body. 
In  the  case  of  Lyon  v.  Fishmonger*1 
Co.i  1  App.  Cas.  662,  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Cairns  says  :  "  The  conservators  of 
"the  Thames,  as  your  Lordships  well 
44  know,  have,  under  the  Act  of  1857, 
"  carried  over  to  them  all  the  rights  in 
"  the  bed  and  soil  of  the  river  Thames 
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improve  and  complete  the  navigation  of  the  Thames  for  profit 
or  pleasure,   and    to    maintain  and    alter    towpaths,    bridges, 
ferries,  locks,  weirs,  &c,  and  to  enter  on  lands  in  or  near  the 
river  for  the  purpose,  but  no  new  ferry  is  to  be  established  above 
Teddington  Lock,  within  a  mile  of  any  legal  ferry  or  bridge. 
Sect.  65  gives  power  to  lease  heads  of  water  for  water  power. 
By  sect.  67,  subject  to  bye-laws  the  public  may  use,  with  vehicles, 
roads  except  towing-paths,  and  with  vessels,  locks  and  towing- 
paths  for  towing.     By  sect.  69,  water  bailiffs,  to  be  appointed  for 
execution  of  fishery  bye-laws,  may  search  fishing-boats.1   Sect.  71 
imposes  penalties   for  injuring    property  of  the  conservators. 
Sects.  72 — 82  regulate  navigation  which  is  free  to  the  public, 
including  all  such  backwaters,  creeks,  side-channels,  bays  and 
inlets,  connected  therewith  as  form  part  of  the  river,  subject  to 
a  power  to  the  conservators  to  exclude  the  public  for  a  limited 
period  from  any  specified  part  of  the  river.     The  right  of  navi- 
gation is  to  include  a  right  to  anchor,  moor  or  remain  stationary 
for  a  reasonable  time,  subject  to  the  legal  rights  of  riparian 
owners  to  prevent  such  anchoring,8  &c.     By  sects.  75,  76  powers 
are  given   to  regulate  the  height  of  the  water  of  the  river. 
Sects.  77 — 82  give  powers  to  remove  sunken  vessels  and  obstruc- 
tions, and  to  sell  vessels  and  goods  to  reimburse  for  expenses 
and  to  compel  owners  and  occupiers  to  repair  wharves,  piers, 
and  artificial  banks;   sects.  88 — 89  give  powers  of  dredging,8 


44  which  belonged  to  the  Crown,  or  which 
11  were  claimed  by  the  corporation  of 
"London.  They  arc  made  the  guar- 
41  dians,  as  it  were,  of  the  navigation  of 
44  the  Thames,  and  the  protectors  of  the 
i:  bed  and  soil  of  the  Thames  for  the 
44  purposes  of  navigation.  They  have 
44  certain  powers — very  large  powers  for 
'4  making  bye-laws  to  protect  the  navi- 
44  gat  ion  ;  they  have  power  to  make  piers 
44  and  landing-places  for  the  accommo- 
44  dation  of  the  public ;  and  they  have 
44  powers  to  authorize  riparian  owners 
44  to  make  landing-places,  and  wharves 
'4  and  jetties,  and  to  put  down  mooring- 
44  chains  and  moorings,  for  the  better 
44  and  more  convenient  enjoyment  of 
44  and  access  to  their  lands."  They  are 
owners  of  the  soil  and  foreshore  of  the 
river  for  certain  specified  purposes  only, 
and  are  not  owners  for  the  purposes  of 
sect.  4  of  the  Public  Health  (London) 
Act,  1891  (54  &  55  Vict.  c.  76),  and  so 
liable  to  abate  a  nuisance  not  caused 
by  their  fault.  London  Port  Sanitary 
Authority  v.  Thames  Conservators,  (1894) 


1  Q.  B.  647. 

This  statement  of  the  law  of  course 
only  applies  to  the  river  Thames,  so  far 
as  the  tide  reaches,  i.e.  to  Teddington 
Lock  ;  above  this  point  the  soil  and  bed 
of  the  river  belongs  prinid  facie  to  the 
riparian  owners  ad  medium  filnm  aqv<e, 
as  in  other  rivers.  The  conservators 
have,  however,  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
purchased  and  otherwise  acquired  large 
rights  as  to  locks,  towing-paths,  &c. 

1  As  to  appointment  of  water  bailiffs 
under  the  former  Acts,  see  Turnday  v. 
Shaw,  3  El.  &  El.  588  ;  80  L.  J.,  M.  C. 
113  ;  3  L.  T.  147. 

9  As  to  this,  see  remarks  of  A.  L. 
Smith,  L.  J.,  in  Thames  Conservators  v. 
Smeed,  ante,  p.  478,  n.  (1). 

8  The  dredging  powers  of  the  con- 
servators are  limited  to  improving  the 
bed  of  the  river,  that  is,  to  the  exercise  of 
the  powers  conferred  on  them  by  the 
Acts,  and  if  dredging  were  carried  on  by 
the  conservators  for  purposes  other  than 
that  of  exercising  the  powers  conferred 
upon  them  by  the  Acts,  such  dredging 
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deepening  and  altering  the  bed  and  channel.  Sects.  90 — 108 
deal  with  pollution.  By  sect.  91  it  is  the  duty  of  the  con- 
servators to  preserve  and  maintain  the  flow  and  purity  of  the 
river  and  its  tributaries.  By  sects.  92  $nd  93  penalties  may  be 
imposed  for  throwing  ballast,  &c,  or  draining  sewage  or  offen- 
sive matter  into  the  river.1  By  sect.  101  boats  above  Teddington 
Lock  may  be  searched  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  sewage 
or  offensive  matter  can  pass  from  them  into  the  river.  By 
sects.  109  to  118  licences3  may  be  granted  to  owner3  or  occupiers 
of  land  adjoining  the  river  for  docks,  piers,  embankments, 
cranes,  &c.,s  below  Teddington  Lock.  By  sect.  117  embank- 
ments made  under  licence  are  to  vest  in  the  owner  of  adjoining 


would  not  be  permissible :  Ooolden  v. 
Conservators  of  the  Thames,  (1891,  un- 
reported), cited  and  followed  in  Tliames 
Conserrators  v.  Smeed,  (1897)  2  Q.  B. 
334.  In  Blantyre  (Lord)  v.  Clyde 
Navigation  Trustees,  6  App.  Cas.  273, 
H.  L.  (8c),  it  was  held  that  the  Clyde 
Navigation  Trustees,  being  empowered 
by  sects.  76  and  84  of  20  &  21  Vict, 
c.  194,  to  dredge  the  bed  of  the  river 
Clyde  to  a  depth  of  seventeen  feet,  can- 
not be  interdicted  from  dredging  ground 
which  has  been  declared  the  property  of 
the  riparian  owner,  subject  to  any  right 
which  the  public  may  have  over  it,  and 
subject  also  to  any  rights  conferred  on 
the  trustees  by  their  Acts  of  Parliament ; 
but  so  held  without  prejudice  to  the 
question  of  their  liability  to  subsequent 
compensation  for  damage. 

In  the  case  of  Palmer  v.  Conserrators 
of  the  Thames  and  Edwards,  (1901) 
Ch.  W.  N.  228  ;  18  T.  L.  R.  88,  it  has 
been  held  by  Kekewich,  J.,  that  a 
licensee  under  the  conservators  is  not 
entitled  under  sects.  83  and  84  to  dredge 
and  sell  the  proceeds  of  the  dredging  for 
profit  in  a  part  of  the  river  where  the 
soil  of  the  bed  and  the  right  of  fishery 
were  the  property  of  a  private  owner. 
His  Lordship,  in  giving  judgment,  said  he 
had  to  decide  a  very  dry  question  of 
law.  The  conservators  were  entitled  by 
law  "  to  dredge,  cleanse,  and  scour  the 
"  river  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining, 
"  freeing  from  obstruction,  and  improv- 
"  ing  the  navigation  of  the  river."  They 
were  further  authorized  to  sell  the 
proceeds  of  the  dredging,  and  carry  the 
money  over  to  the  credit  of  the  con- 
servancy account.  Could  they  give 
authority  to  another  person  to  do  this 
work,  and  also  to  seU  the  proceeds  of  the 
dredging  and  keep  the  money  ?  The 
soil  of  the  river  was  the  property  of  the 

L.W. 


riparian  owners,  and  not  of  the  con- 
servators. It  was  as  much  the  property 
of  the  riparian  owners  as  the  meadows 
on  the  banks  on  either  side.  The  con- 
servators were  the  mere  creatures  of  the 
statute.  It  has  been  admitted  that  they 
were  maintaining  the  river,  and  it  had 
been  proved  that  they  had  acted 
honestly.  They  believed  that  the 
method  they  had  adopted  was  the  most 
convenient  way  of  exercising  their 
powers,  and  was  to  the  advantage  of  the 
public.  But  if  what  they  had  done  was 
not  provided  for  by  the  Act,  then  the 
plaintiff  had  a  right  to  succeed.  In  his 
lordship's  opinion,  the  defendants  had 
exceeded  their  powers,  though  honestly. 
That  being  so,  the  plaintiff  was  entitled 
to  judgment. 

1  As  to  the  meaning  of  "wilfully 
"  suffering  "  in  sect.  92,  sub-sect.  4,  see 
High  Wycombe  Corporation  v.  Tliames 
Conservators,  76  L.  T.  463  (1898),  ante, 
p.  181,  n.  3.  As  to  the  drainage  of  the 
metropolis,  see  18  &  19  Vict.  c.  120  ;  21 
&  22  Vict.  c.  104,  and  see  also  the  Rivers 
Pollution  Act  (39  &  40  Vict.  c.  75),  ante, 
Chap.  III.  pp.  182  et  sea.  As  to  the 
Thames  Embankments,  see  25  &  26 
Vict.  c.  93  ;  26  &  27  Vict.  cc.  45  and  75  ; 
30  &  31  Vict.  c.  40 ;  32  &  33  Vict.  c.  102  ; 
33  &  34  Vict.  c.  24  ;  and  36  &  37  Vict, 
c.  40. 

3  As  to  rights  of  licensees  of  piers  under 
the  Thames  Embankment  Act,  1862 
(25  &  26  Vict.  c.  93),  and  the  Thames 
Conservancy  Act,  1857  (20  &  21  Vict. 
c.  147),  and  Thames  Embankment  Act, 
1868  (31  &  32  Vict.  c.  40),  see  Tliames 
Conservators  v.  S.  E.  Illy.,  24  L.  T.  246  ; 
Temple  Pier  Co.  v.  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works,  34  L.  J.,  Ch.  262  ;  12  L.  T. 
369. 

8  As  to  erections  interfering  with  the 
right    of   "access"    to    riparian  lands 
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land.  Sects.  119  to  125  regulate  the  erection  and  maintenance 
of  piers,  sect?.  126 — 134  the  appointment  and  powers  of  harbour- 
masters, sects.  135 — 137  beacons  and  lights.  Sects.  138 — 154 
regulate  pleasure-boats,  which  by  sect.  154  are  to  be  navigated 
with  care  and  caution  and  so  as  not  to  endanger  life  or  cause 
injury.  Sects.  155 — 176  regulate  duties  of  tonnage  in  the 
Port  of  London,  lock  and  tonnage  tolls  westward  of  London 
Bridge,  and  pier  tolls.1  Sects.  177 — 181  give  powers  to  the 
conservators  for  the  purchase  and  sale  of  lands  and  easements. 
By  sect.  182  no  works  on  the  bed  or  shore  below  Teddington 
Lock  are  to  be  erected  without  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.2  By  sect.  185  no  firearms  may  be  used  on  the  river 
or  banks  above  a  line  from  Barking  Creek  to  Margaretness. 
Sects.  190 — 195  give  power  to  make  bye-laws  for  regulating 
elections,  navigation,8  drawing  down  of  water,  collection  of  duties 
and  tolls,  preventing  pollution,  regulating  bathing  and  preven- 
tion of  nuisances,  &c,  protection  of  fisheries4  and  imposing  of 
penalties.     Sects.  196 — 211  contain  legal  and  police  regulations, 


under  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  147  (repealed), 
see  Lyon  v.  Fish  mongers'  (\k,  L.  It.,  1 
App.  Cas.  662  ;  Kearns  v.  Cvrdwai tiers' 
(\k,  28  L.  J.,  N.  S.  285. 

1  By  sect.  165  the  conservators  are 
authorized  to  levy  a  toll  of  sixpence 
*4for  each  and  every  time  of  call"  on 
any  vessel  using  any  of  their  piers  or 
landing-stages  to  embark  or  discharge 
her  passengers  and  goods.  The  plaintiffs 
owned  a  pleasure  steamer  which  ran  day 
trips  between  the  Old  Swan  Pier,  London 
Bridge,  and  Hampton  Court.  The 
steamer  was  brought  alongside  the  Old 
Swan  Pier  about  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  before  the  advertised  starting  time 
and  remained  there  until  she  started,  her 
officers  meanwhile  doing  all  they  could 
toget  persons  to  take  ticketsifor  the  trip. 
The  conservators  by  resolution  decided 
that  the  plaintiffs  used  the  pier  for  a 
longer  period  daily  than  would  be 
covered  by  a  mere  "  call "  at  the  pier  by 
their  vessel,  for  which  the  6rf.  toll  was 
payable,  and  they  alleged  their  right  to 
impose  a  terminal  charge  for  this  use  of 
the  pier  by  the  plaintiffs  of  21.  a  week. 
For  a  time  this  increased  charge  was  paid. 
Held,  that,  although  the  conservators 
might  have  a  right  to  ask  for  special 
payment  from  a  vessel  using  the  pier 
other  than  for  the  purpose  merely  of 
embarking  passengers  or  goods,  that 
would  be  based  on  contract ;  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  Act  which  gave 
the  defendants  the  right  to  levy  more 


than  the  6rf.  toll  on  a  vessel  mervly 
because  she  was  more  than  a  few 
minutes  alongside  a  pier  embarking  or 
discharging  her  pa««engers  or  goods ; 
and  that  the  extra  charge  already  paid, 
being  unauthorized,  was  paid  without 
consideration  and  could  be  recovered 
back  :  Queen  of  the  Hi  err  Ste/i  msh  ip  On, 
v.  Thames  Coitserrators,  47  W.  R.  685 
(1899). 

*  Under  a  similar  section  (100)  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy  Act,  20  k  21  Vict, 
c.  147.  repealed  bv  sects.  27  and  28  of  21 
&  22  Vict.  c.  104  (The  Metropolis  Main 
Drainage  Act),  it  has  been  held  that  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  had  no 
power  under  sect.  135  of  the  Metropolis 
Management  Act  (18  k  19  Vict.  c.  120) 
to  erect  any  works  on  the  bed  or  soil  of 
the  Thames  without  the  approval  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  that  therefore  they  were 
liable  for  damage  done  to  a  vessel  which 
grounded  on  a  pile  negligently  placed 
on  the  foreshore  by  their  constructor : 
JiroirnUno  v.  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Works,  16  C.  B.,  N.  S.  546. 

The  powers  of  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works  under  the  Metropolitan  Man- 
agement Act  and  certain  special  Acts 
were  transferred  to  the  London  County 
Council  by  the  Local  Government  Act, 
1888  (51  &  52  Vict.  c.  41). 

8  For  these  bye-laws  see  past, 
Appendix  I. 

4  For  these  bye-laws  see  post* 
Appendix  II. 
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and  sects.  212 — 288  contain  saving  clauses  as  to  the  rights  of  the 
Crown,  His  Majesty's  ships,  the  Trinity  House  and  other 
public  bodies,  persons  and  owners  and  occupiers  of  private 
fisheries,  and  a  general  clause,  288 :  "  Except  as  in  this  Act 
'  provided  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  take  away,  alter  or  abridge 
'  any  right,  claim,  privilege,  franchise,  exemption,  or  immunity  to 
'  which  any  owner  or  occupier  of  any  lands  on  the  banks  of  the 
'  Thames,  including  the  banks  thereof,  or  of  any  eyots  or  islands 
'  in  the  Thames,  or  any  person  is  now  by  law  entitled,  nor  take 
'  away  or  abridge  any  legal  right  of  ferry,  but  the  same  shall 
'  remain  and  continue  in  full  force  and  effect  as  if  this  Act  had 
'  not  been  passed." 

Part  IV.,  sects.  289 — 291,  deals  with  financial  matters.1 
Part  V.,  sects.  291 — 298,  empowers  the  metropolitan  water 
Companies  to  require  the  conservators  to  alter  or  not  to  do 
works  which  in  their  opinion  will  injuriously  affect  the  flow  or 
purity  of  the  water  above  their  intakes,  and  deals  with  the 
amount  of  water  to  be  taken  by  them  under  their  Acts 
of  Parliament.  Part  VI.,  sects.  299—818,  contains  amend- 
ments to  the  Watermen  and  Lightermen's  Act,  1859,  noticed 
hereafter. 

Various  Acts,  all  now  repealed  by  57  cC  58  Vict.  c.  187,  have  The  Upper 
been  passed  for  the  regulation  of  the  navigation  on  the  Upper  e8, 

Thames  above  the  flow  of  the  tide,  where  there  has  been  an 
immemorial  right  of  navigation.  These  Acts  regulated  the 
rights  and  duties  of  owners  of  towing-paths  and  locks ;  and 
provided  compensation  in  many  cases  for  interference  with 
their  rights,  and  afforded  protection  to  the  public  from  their 
exactions. 

Thus,  by  21  Jac.  I.  c.  88,  the  Thames  was  to  be  made  navi- 
gable between  the  village  of  Bercott  and  Oxford,  and  the  com- 
missioners empowered  for  the  purpose  directed  to  agree  with  the 
adjoining  landowners  for  compensation  before  interfering  with 
their  lands. 

By  24  Geo.  II.  c.  8,  which  recites  that  the  rivers  of  Thames 
and  Isis  have  been  navigable  time  out  of  mind  from  the  city  of 
London  to  the  village  of  Bercott  in  Oxfordshire,  and  from  the 
city  of  Oxford  northwards  beyond  Lechlade  in  Gloucestershire, 

1  As  to  liability  of  Corporation  of  (repealed),  see  Brown  v.  Mayor  of 
London  for  money  borrowed  by  tbem  London,  7  Jur.,  N.  S.  729  ;  affirmed  13 
as  conservators  after  20  k  21  Vict.c.  H7       C.  B.,  N.  S.  828. 
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and  that  by  the  Act  of  21  Jac.  I.,  the  said  rivers  were  made 
navigable  from  Bercott  to  Oxford,  the  conservancy  of  the  Thames 
from  Staines  to  Gricklade  is  vested  in  navigation  commissioners 
for  the  prevention  of  abuses  and  exactions. 

By  11  Geo.  III.  c.  45,  sect.  7,  powers  were  given  to  the 
commissioners  to  purchase  lands,  &c«,  for  making  necessary 
works  and  towing-paths,  and  to  make  further  regulations  as  to 
traffic. 

By  sect.  9,  they  could  oblige  proprietors  to  keep  up  locks, 
weirs,  &c,  -and  to  keep  the  water  at  a  proper  height ;  and  they 
were  bound  by  sect.  11  to  keep  a  proper  head  of  water  for 
working  mills. 

By  sect.  12,  compensation  was  given  to  owners  of  locks  for 
diversion  of  traffic  caused  by  alterations. 

By  29  d-  80  Vict.  c.  89,1  the  whole  of  the  navigable  part  of  the 
river  Thames,  from  Cricklade  to  Yantlet  Creek,  was  placed  under 
one  management,  and  the  works,  powers,  <fcc.  of  the  Upper 
Thames  Commissioners  were  transferred,  by  sects.  24  and  25,  to 
the  conservators  of  the  river  Thames  under  20  d  21  Vict.  c.  113, 
five  additional  conservators  being  appointed. 

By  sect.  41,  the  conservators  were  to  have  the  same  powers  in 
the  Thames  from  Staines  to  Cricklade  as  they  have  below  Staines, 
and  the  Conservancy  Acts  were  to  extend  mutatis  mutandis  to  the 
upper  river. 

By  sect.  43,  the  property  in  all  locks,  dams  and  weirs,  was 
vested  in  the  conservators,  who  were  to  repair  them  instead  of 
the  mill  owners,  liberty  being  given  to  them,  however,  to  disclaim 
any  dam,  &c. 

By  sect.  44,  compensation  was  to  be  given  for  such  weirs,  &c. 

By  sect.  45,  provision  was  made  as  to  disused  portions  of  the 
navigation.2 
Watermen's         The  rules  governing  the  large  class  of  persons  entitled  to 
Act8-  manage  the  navigation  of  barges  and  boats  on  the  Thames  are 

framed  by  the  "  Company  of  Watermen  and  Lightermen," 
incorporated  by  sect.  4  of  7  d  8  Geo.  IV.  c.  Ixxv.,  which  recites 
the  various  Acts  relating  to  watermen,  bargemen,  wherrymen, 

1  The  Acts  recited  in  the  schedule  to  traffic  under  statutes  11  Geo.  III.  c.  47  ; 

this  Act  are  24  Geo.  II.  c.  8  ;  11  Geo.  III.  15  Geo.  III.  c.  11  ;  28  Geo.  III.  c.  51 ; 

c.  45  ;  15  Geo.  III.  c.  11  ;  28  Geo.  III.  and  35  Geo.  III.  c.  106,  see  Bex  v.  Qm- 

c.  51  ;  35  Geo.  III.  c.  106  ;  52  Geo.  III.  mitiionersof  Thames  and  I*it.  5  Ad.ic  K. 

c  47.  804  ;  44  R.  R.  591 ;  8  Ad.  k  B.  901. 

1  As  to  compensation  for  diverting 
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and  lightermen,  &c,  and  enacts  that  they  shall  henceforth  be 
one  body  corporate  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  "  Masters, 
"  Wardens,  and  Commonalty  of  Watermen  and  Lightermen  of 
"  the  River  Thames." 

The  above  statute  was  repealed  by  sect.  6  of  "  The  Watermen's 
"  and  Lightermen's  Amendment  Act,  1859 "  (22  Jt  23  Vict, 
c.  czxxiii.),  but  by  sect.  7 l  it  is  provided  that  such  repeal  shall 
not  affect — 

1.  The  existence  of  the  company  or  its  property  whether  real 
or  personal,  or  any  of  its  rights  and  obligations  as  a  body 
corporate,  except  as  altered  by  this  Act. 

2.  Any  penalty,  forfeiture,  or  other  punishment  incurred  or  to 
be  incurred  in  respect  of  any  offence  committed  before  this  Act 
comes  into  operation. 

8.  Any  appointment  or  licence  duly  made  or  granted  under 
enactment  hereby  repealed. 

The  Act  of  1859  is  amended  in  some  particulars  by  Part  VI. 
(sects.  299—818)  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Act,  1894. 

By  sect.  8  of  the  Act  of  1859,  and  sect.  299  of  the  Act  of  1894, 
the  term  "  lighterman  "  shall  mean  any  person  working  or  navi- 
gating for  hire  a  lighter,  barge,  boat,  or  like  craft  within  the 
limits  of  this  Act,  and  the  term  "the  company"  shall  mean  the 
master,  wardens,  and  commonalty  of  watermen  and  lightermen  of 
the  river  Thames.  The  Act  is  stated  by  sect.  10  to  extend  to  all 
parts  of  the  river  Thames  from  and  opposite  to  and  including 
Teddington  Lock  in  the  counties  of  Middlesex  and  Surrey,  to 
and  opposite  to  and  including  Lower  Hope  Point  near  Graves- 
end,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  all  docks,  canals,  creeks,  and 
harbours  of  or  out  of  the  said  river  as  far  as  the  tide  flows 
therein. 

By  sect.  3,  "  waterman  "  is  defined  to  mean  any  person  navi- 
gating, rowing,  or  working  for  hire  a  "  passenger  boat,"  unless 
there  is  something  in  the  context  inconsistent  with  such  meaning; 
and,  by  sect.  2,  "passenger  boat"  is  defined  as  "used  throughout 
"this  Act"  to  be  any  sailing-boat,  river  steam-boat,  row-boat, 
wherry,  or  other  like  craft  used  for  carrying  passengers  within 
the  limits  of  this  Act,  unless  there  is  something  in  the  context 
inconsistent  with  such  meaning. 

1  In  Dutch  v.  Phidp*  (9  W.  R.  70),  it  Geo.   IV.  c.   75.      See    also   Tibbie  v. 

was  held  that  this  section  does  not  pre-  Bea&oii,  24  L.  J.,  M.  C.  104  ;  and  S.  C. 

serve  the  exemption  in  favour  of  western  now.  Reg.  v.  Tibbie,  4  E.  &  B.  888. 
barges  contained  in  sect.  101  of  7  &  8 
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Sects.  9  to  28  regulate  the  constitution  and  election  of  the 
company. 

Sects.  29  to  41  regulate  the  plying  of  watermen  on  Sundays. 

By  sects.  43,  44,  all  owners  of  barges  and  lighters  are  to  be 
registered. 

By  sects.  46  to  53,  amended  by  sects.  801 — 308  of  the  Act  of 
1894,  freemen  of  the  company  may  employ  apprentices  and 
assistants  on  certain  conditions. 

By  sect.  54,  amended  by  sect.  311  of  the  Act  of  1894,  any 
person 1  not  being  a  freeman  licensed  according  to  the  Act,  or  a 
duly  qualified  apprentice  to  a  freeman,  who  shall  navigate  any 
wherry,  passenger  boat,  lighter,  vessel,  or  other  craft  *  upon  the 
river  within  the  limits  s  of  the  Act  for  hire  or  gain  is  made  liable 
to  a  fine  of  40s.4 

Sects.  56  and  57,  amended  by  sects.  303—305  of  the  Act  of  1894, 
regulate  the  qualifications  of  watermen  and  lightermen's  licences. 

By  sect.  66,  amended  by  sect.  311  of  the  Act  of  1894,  no 
barge,  lighter,  or  boat  for  goods  or  merchandise  may  be  navigated 


1  This  section,  and  sects.  68  and  70, 
have  been  held  not  to  apply  to  the  case 
o£  a  person  conveying  for  his  own  pur- 
poses his  servants  and  workpeople,  and 
not  making  any  charge  therefor ;  the 
whole  sections  being  overridden  by  the 
words  "for  hire  or  gain  : "  Tod Itunter  v. 
Bvvkley%  7  L.  T.,  N.  S.  273. 

*  Sect.  57  of  7  &  8  Geo.  IV.  c.  73, 
empowered  the  making  of  bye-laws  for 
regulating  4:the  boats,  vessels,  and  other 
"  craft  to  be  rowed  or  worked  within 
44  the  limit*  of  the  Act  :  "—Held,  this 
section  applied  to  a  steamboat  of  187 
ions,  navigating  at  a  speed  forbidden  by 
the  bye-laws  :  Titdell  v.  Combe,  7  A.  &  £. 
788  ;  see  Blandford  v.  Morrison,  15  Q.  B. 
724. 

Sect.  37  of  7  &  8  Geo.  IV.  c.  75 
(YVatermen's  Act),  imposes  a  penalty 
on  any  j>erson  who,  not  being  a  free- 
man of  the  Watermen's  Company,  or  an 
apprentice  to  a  freeman,  or  to  the  widow 
of  a  freeman,  shall  act  as  a  waterman  or 
lighterman,  or  ply,  or  work,  or  navigate, 
or  cause  to  be  worked  or  navigated,  any 
wherry,  lighter,  or  other  craft  upon  the 
Thames  from  or  to  any  place  or  ship 
within  the  limits  of  the  Act  for  hire  or 
gain  : — Held,  that  a  steam  tug  of  87  tons, 
employed  in  moving  another  vessel,  was 
not  **  a  wherry,  lighter,  or  other  craft  " 
under  this  section,  and  that  a  person 
navigating  her,  not  being  a  freeman, 
did  not  incur  a  penalty :  Reed  v.  Ingham, 
3  E.  &  B.  889. 


*  Under  a  similar  section  of  7  &  8 
Geo.  IV.  c  75,  it  has  been  held  that  the 
navigation  of  a  barge  falls  within  the 
Act,  although  the  voyage  commence  with- 
out the  limits  ;  and  that  an  unauthorized 
person  is  liable  to  the  penalty,  although 
he  is  paid,  not  for  the  particular  job,  but 
by  the  week :  Reg.  v.  Dibble,  4  E.  &  B. 
888. 

4  The  Isle  of  Dogs  Ferry  Society 
were  owners  of  an  ancient  ferry, 
called  Potter's  Ferry,  which  was  de- 
scribed in  their  title  deeds  as  between 
the  Isle  of  Dogs  and  Greenwich.  Down 
to  1850  the  use  of  the  ferry  appeared 
to  have  been  exercised  between  an 
ancient  landing-place  in  the  Isle  of 
Dogs  and  Garden  Stairs  opposite,  and 
occasionally  one  or  two  other  landing- 
places  at  Greenwich.  Since  1850,  a  dock 
and  wharf  and  public  roads  were  con- 
structed by  C,  in  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  about 
800  yards  lower  down  the  river  than 
the  ancient  landing-place.  The  society 
leased  their  right  of  ferry  to  D.,  who 
employed  M.,  a  freeman,  to  carry  pas- 
sengers for  hire  from  C.'s  dock  and  wharf 
to  a  point  opposite  at  Greenwich,  and 
not  having  a  licence,  as  required  by 
7  &  8  Geo.  IV.  c.  lxxv.  s.  38,  he  was 
convicted  in  a  penalty  under  its  pro- 
visions : — Held,  first,  that  sect.  79  was 
not  limited  by  sect.  101,  and  extended  to 
except  boats  plying  in  the  exercise  of  a 
right  of  ferry  from  the  operation  of  the 
Act :  but  secondly,  that  the  right  did  not 
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within  the  limits  of  the  Act,  unless  there  be  in  charge  of  such 
craft  a  lighterman  duly  licensed,  or  an  apprentice  duly  qualified, 
under  penalty  of  5Z.1 

By  sect.  67,  amended  by  sect.  305  of  the  Act  of  1894,  any 
unlicensed  person  who  rows,  steers,  or  navigates  for  hire,  within 
the  limits  of  the  Act,  any  passenger  boat,  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of 
61.  for  each  offence. 

By  sects.  68 — 70,  no  passenger  boat  may  carry  more  passengers 
than  it  is  licensed  to  carry  under  penalty  of  40s.  for  each  extra 
passenger. 

Sects.  71 — 79  regulate  the  prices  which  may  be  charged  for 
passenger  boats.  By  sect.  75,  the  company  are  to  keep  a 
register  of  licensed  watermen  and  lightermen. 

By  sect.  80,  bye-laws  may  be  made  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act, 
provided  they  be  not  inconsistent  with  any  of  the  laws  of  the 
kingdom,  or  with  the  bye-laws  of  the  conservators  of  the  river 
Thames.3  No  bye-laws  to  be  valid  until  approved  by  the 
conservators  of  the  Thames. 

The  remaining  sections  regulate  proceedings  for  penalties,  and 
provide  exceptions  in  favour  of  the  rights  of  the  Trinity  House, 


extend  to  the  landing-place  at  C.'s  dock 
and  wharf,  and  therefore  that  sect.  99 
did  not  apply,  and  M.  was  properly 
convicted  :  lleg.  v.  Matheic*,  5  El.  k  Bl. 
546  ;  25  L.  J.,  M.  C.  7. 

1  Six  bargee,  fastened  together  in 
pairs,  were  towed  by  a  steam-tug  on 
the  river.  Four  lightermen  were  in 
charge,  but  no  one  was  on  board  either 
of  the  last  two  barges  : — Held,  that  the 
two  barges  were  navigated  in  contra- 
vention of  the  Act :  Elmore  v.  Hunter, 
3  C.  P.  D.  116.  Where  a  barge  owner 
employed  a  freeman  and  an  apprentice 
of  a  freeman  to  navigate  a  barge  from 
the  Pool  to  Lambeth  and  back,  and 
owing  to  their  misconduct  the  barge 
injured  another  barge  : — Held,  that  the 
owner  was  liable,  and  that  he  was  not 
protected  by  the  Watermen's  Act  re- 
straining him  in  the  selection  of  his 
servants :  Martin  v.  Temperley,  4  Q.  B. 
298:  12  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  129. 

a  Under  a  similar  section  of  7  &  8 
Geo.  IV.  c.  75,  a  bye-law  was  made 
imposing  a  penalty  on  any  freeman  who 
should  set  to  work,  to  row  or  navigate, 
any  non-freeman.  A  freeman  who  had 
employed  a  non-freeman  to  assist  in 
navigating  his  barge  was  convicted 
under  the  bye-law  : — Held,  the  bye-law 
was  good,  as  it  only  applied  to  employ- 


ment of  persons  for  ordinary  rowing, 
&c,  and  was  not  inconsistent  with  the 
Act  :  Edmonds  v.  Watermen's  Co.,  1 
Jur.,  N.  S.  727. 

A  bye-law  made  under  sects.  57  and 
106  of  the  Watermen's  Act  (7  &  8 
Geo.  IV.  c.  Ixxv.),  was  made  applicable 
to  "  every  freeman  of  the  company  using 
11  and  working  for  hire  any  wherry,  boat, 
"&c,  for  carrying  passengers  within  the 
"  limits  of  the  Act  :*'— Held,  that  this  did 
not  apply  to  a  freeman  working  a  boat 
on  a  private  ferry  as  a  servant  of  the 
lessee  of  the  ferry.  Quare,  whether 
under  the  Act  bye-laws  may  be  made 
affecting  private  ferries  :  Reg.  v.  Giles. 
5  W.  R.  575. 

Under  the  Thames  Conservancy  and 
Watermen's  Acts,  and  bye-laws  there- 
under, if  a  barge  under  way  exceeds 
50  tons,  there  must  be  two  qualified 
licensed  watermen  on  board,  and  one  is 
not  sufficient,  though  assisted  by  another 
unqualified  man  :  Perkins  v.  Oingell 
50  J.  P.  277. 

The  watermen  and  apprentices,  being 
freemen  of  the  Watermen's  Company, 
and  plying  at  any  stairs,  and  having 
formed  themselves  into  a  turn  way  club,, 
under  the  bye-laws  of  the  company,  have 
no  power  to  make  regulations,  except 
such  as  are  consistent  with  the  Act  and 
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Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London,  and  owners  of  ferries,  and 

others.1 


General 
enact  menu*  as 
to  inland 
navigation. 

Prohibition  of 
casting  rub- 
bish, Ace,  into 
navigable 
rivers,  <fcc. 


We  will  conclude  this  chapter  by  noticing  a  few  general 
enactments  relating  to  inland  navigation. 

By  54  (ieo.  III.  <\  1.59,  8.  11,  if  the  owner  or  master  of  any 
ship  or  other  person  working  any  quarry,  mine,  or  pit,  "or  any 
"  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  shall  cast,  throw,  empty,  or 
4<  unload,1'  either  from  such  ship  or  from  the  shore,  "any  ballast, 
"  stone,  slate,  gravel,  earth,  rubbish,  wreck,  or  filth  "  into  any 
port,  harbour,  or  navigable  river,  "  so  as  to  tend  to  the  injury 
"  or  obstruction  of  the  navigation  thereof,  or  in  any  place 
"  or  situation  on  shore  where  the  same  shall  be  liable  to  be 
"  washed  into  the  sea,"  or  into  any  port,  harbour,  or  navigable 
river,  either  by  tides,  storms  or  Hoods,  he  shall  be  liable  to  a 
penalty.2 


bye-laws,  and  therefore  they  have  no 
power  to  refuse  to  accept  as  a  nieml>er 
one  who,  having  complied  with  the  Act 
and  bye-laws,  and  having  tendered  the 
requisite  sum  to  the  steward  of  the  club, 
refuses  to  belong  to  an  old-established 
burial  club  to  which  the  watermen  and 
apprentices  plvingat  such  stairs  belong  : 
Re<j.  v.  Atkin*\  4  W.  R.  83. 

1  The  following  are  the  important 
sections  in  the  Act  of  1894  as  to 
watermen  : — 

By  sects.  801— 305  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  male  person  above  the  age  of 
twenty,  who  has  not  previously  been 
bound  an  apprentice  under  the  Water- 
men's Company's  Act,  to  contract  in 
writing  with  any  j>erson  authorized  to 
take  apprentices  under  the  Watermen's 
Company's  Act,  to  serve  such  person  in 
assisting  to  navigate  a  lighter,  or  in 
assisting  to  work  or  navigate  a  steam- 
boat ui>on  the  river  Thames. 

By  sect.  311  nothing  in  sect.  54  or 
sect.-6<J  of  the  Watermen's  Company's 
Act  is  to  apply  to  any  craft  passing 
entirely  through  the  limits  of  that  Act, 
or  to  any  barges  navigating  the  Grand 
Junction  Canal,  passing  into  or  out  of 
the  said  canal  from  or  to  the  river 
Thames,  and  not  navigated  up  or  down 
the  said  rivers. 

By  sect.  306,  sect.  87  of  the  Water- 
men's Company's  Act  shall  be  read  and 
construed  as  if  after  the  words  "  appren- 
44  tice  of,"  in  the  beginning  of  the  section, 
were  inserted  the  words  "  a  freeman  or 
44  of,"  so  as  to  make  the  provisions 
therein  contained  applicable  to  the  ap- 


prentice of  a  freeman  ;  and  by  sect.  307, 
witlows  of  freemen  on  taking  appren- 
tices are  to  employ  freemen  of  the  com- 
pany or  licensed  watermen  to  instruct 
them. 

Sect.  312.  Notwithstanding  anything 
contained  in  the  Watermen's  Company's 
Act,  all  barges  duly  registered  from  any 
places  on  the  river  Thames  above  Ted- 
dington  Lock  may  be  navigated  on  the 
river  as  far  as  London  Bridge  without 
being  compelled  to  employ  a  freeman, 
apprentice,  or  other  |)erson  licensed  by 
the  Watermen's  Company  in  manner 
required  by  the  Watermen's  Company's 
Act  or  this  Act ;  and  by  sect.  313  the 
rights  of  owners  of  barges  or  other  craft 
passing  along  the  river  Lee  and  its 
branches  into  or  from  or  along  the 
Thames  are  preserved. 

-  In  the  case  of  Cnited  Alkali  C\».  v. 
Suhjmoh,  (1894)  2  Q.  B.  116  ;  63  L.  J., 
M.C.  141  ;  71  L.T.258,  the  appellants,  in 
the  course  of  their  business  as  alkali  manu- 
facturers,  discharged  a  large  quantity  of 
water  containing  solid  matter  in  suspen- 
sion through  a  drain  into  a  tidal  brook, 
which  flowed  into  a  navigable  river. 
This  solid  matter  was  carried  down  by 
the  tide  and  deposited  in  the  river,  but 
it  was  not  alleged  or  shown  that  it 
tended  to  the  injury  or  obstruction  of 
the  navigation  of  the  river.  It  was 
held  that  the  appellants  were  rightly 
convicted  under  the  latter  part  of  the 
section,  though  the  section  can  only 
apply  to  deposits  of  rubbish  of  such  a 
kind  and  quantity  and  in  such  a 
place  that  if  they  were  washed  into 
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"  The  Malicious  Injuries  to  Property  Act "  (24  &  25  Vict.  c.  97),  24  &  25  Vict, 
sect.  80,  provides  that — Persons   unlawfully    and    maliciously  an/si? 
breaking  down  or  cutting  down,  or  otherwise  destroying  any  sea  injuries  to 
bank,  or  sea  walls,  or  the  bank,  dam  or  wall  of  or  belonging  to  ^nk8'  w.all8» 
any  river,  canal,  drain,  reservoir,  pool  or  marsh,  whereby  any  bited. 
land  or  building  shall  be,  or  shall  be  in  danger  of  being,  over- 
flowed or  damaged,  or  shall  unlawfully  or  maliciously  throw, 
break,  or  cut  down,  level,  undermine  or  otherwise  destroy  any 
quay,  wharf,  jetty,  lock,  sluice,  floodgate,  weir,  tunnel,  towing- 
path,  drain,  watercourse  or  other  work  belonging  to  any  port, 
harbour,  dock  or  reservoir,  or  on  or  belonging  to  any  navigable 
river  or  canal,  shall  be  guilty  of  felony,  and,  being  convicted 
thereof,  shall  be  liable  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court  to  be  kept 
in  penal  servitude  for  life,  or  for  any  term  not  less  than  three 
years,  or  to  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  two  years, 
with  or  without  hard  labour,  and  with  or  without  solitary  con- 
finement ;  and,  if  a  male  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  with  or 
without  whipping. 

And  by  sect.  81,  it  is  enacted  that — Whosoever  shall  unlaw- 
fully and  maliciously  cut  off,  draw  up,  or  remove  any  piles,  chalk, 
or  other  materials  fixed  in  the  ground  and  used  for  securing  any 
sea  bank,  or  sea  wall,  or  the  bank,  dam,  or  wall  of  any  river, 
canal,  drain,  aqueduct,  marsh,  reservoir,  pool,  port,  harbour, 
dock,  quay,  wharf,  jetty,  or  lock,  or  shall  unlawfully  and  mali- 
ciously open  or  draw  up  any  floodgate  or  sluice,  or  do  any  other 
injury  or  mischief  to  any  navigable  river  or  canal  with  intent, 
and  so  as  thereby  to  obstruct  or  prevent  the  carrying  on,  com- 
pleting, or  maintaining  the  navigation  thereof,  shall  be  guilty  of 
felony,  and,  being  convicted  thereof,  shall  be  liable  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Court  to  be  kept  in  penal  servitude  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  seven  years,  and  not  less  than  three  years ;  or  to  be 
imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  two  years  with  or  without 
hard  labour,  and  with  or  without  solitary  confinement ;  and,  if  a 
male  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  with  or  without  whipping. 

"The  Railways  Clauses  Act,   1868 "  (26  d-  27  Vict.  c.  92),1  Railways 

J  '  v  n     Clauses  Act. 

the    sen    or    a    navigable    river    they  were  held   not  to  include  "  tributary 

would  tend  to  injure  or  obstruct  the  "  streams "  unless  they  formed  part  of 

navigation.  the  navigation  :  Smith  v.  Bumham,  34 

Under  a  somewhat  similar  section  in  L.  T.  774. 

14  Geo.  III.  c.  96,  one  of  several  Acts  '  "An  Act  for  consolidating  in  one 

passed  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  "  certain  provisions  frequently  inserted 

Rivers    Aire    and    Calder,   the   words  "  in  Acts  relating  to  railways/1 
"  watercourses    thereunto    belonging  " 
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Sect.  14. 

The  con- 
struction of 
bridges. 


Sect.  15. 

Barges, 

Teasels,  or 
boats  must 
not  be  de- 
tained at 
bridges. 


contains  in  Part  I.  the  following  provisions  for  the  protection  of 
navigation : — 

By  sect.  13,  where  the  company  is  authorized  by  the  special 
Act  to  construct,  alter,  or  extend  any  work  on,  in,  over,  through, 
or  across  tidal  lands,  or  a  tidal  water,  the  company  shall  on 
or  near  the  work,  during  the  whole  time  of  constructing,  altering 
or  extending  thereof,  exhibit  and  keep  burning  at  their  own 
expense  every  night,  from  sunset  to  sunrise,  such  lights,  if  any, 
as  the  Board  of  Trade  from  time  to  time  requires  or  approves ; 
and  (notwithstanding  the  enactments  for  the  time  being  in  force 
respecting  lighthouses)  shall  also,  on  or  near  the  work  when 
completed,  always  maintain,  exhibit,  and  keep  burning  at  their 
own  expense  every  night,  from  sunset  to  sunrise,  such  lights  (if 
any)  for  the  guidance  of  ships  as  the  Board  of  Trade  from  time 
to  time  requires  or  approves. 

If  the  company  fails  to  comply  in  any  respect  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  present  section,  they  shall,  for  each  night  in 
which  they  so  fail,  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  twenty 
pounds. 

By  sect.  14,  where  the  company  is  authorized  or  required  by 
the  special  Act  to  construct  a  bridge  over  a  navigable  tidal 
water,  and  the  special  Act  does  not  make  express  provision 
respecting  the  span  or  spans  thereof,  then  the  company  shall 
construct  the  same  with  a  span  or  spans  of  such  headway  and 
waterway,  and  with  such  opening  span  or  spans  (if  any),  and 
according  to  such  plans  as  the  Board  of  Trade  directs  or 
approves.1 

By  sect.  15,  where  the  company  constructs  a  bridge  with  an 
opening  span,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  company  to  detain 
any  vessel,  barge,  or  boat  at  the  bridge  for  a  longer  time  than 
may  be  necessary  for  admitting  a  carriage  or  engine  traversing 
the  railway  and  approaching  the  bridge  to  cross  the  bridge,  and 
for  opening  the  bridge  to  admit  the  vessel,  boat,  or  barge  to  pass; 
and  the  company  shall  be  subject  to,  and  shall  abide  by,  such 
regulations  with  regard  to  the  user  of  the  bridge,  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

If  the  company  detains  a  vessel,  barge,  or  boat  longer  than  the 
time  aforesaid,  or  fails  in  any  respect  to  abide  by  any  such 
regulation  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  for  every  such  offence  be  liable 


1  As  to  temporary  bridges,  see  Pricttly      Coll.  02  ;  2  Railway  Cas.  134. 
v.  Manchester  and  Leeds  Jily.  Co.$  4  Y.  k 
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to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds,  without  prejudice  to 
any  remedy  against  them  for  any  loss  or  damage  sustained  by 
any  person.1 

By  sect.  16,  where  the  railway  cuts  off  access  between  the  Sect.  16. 
land  and  a  tidal  water  or  tidal  lands,  then,  and  in  every  such  £|j£?iLtda 
case,  the  company  shall,  during  the  construction  of  the  railway,  and  tidal 
and  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  make  and  shall  permanently  waters> 
maintain  and  allow  to  be  used  by  all  persons  and  at  all  times, 
free  of  toll  or  other  charge,  all  such  footways  and  carriage  ways 
over,  under  or  across  the  railway,  or  on  a  level  therewith,  as  the 
Board  of  Trade  from  time  to  time  directs  or  approves  :  provided 
always  as  follows : — 

(1)  The  company  shall  not  be  obliged  to  make  a  footway  or 
carriage  way  over  lands  for  the  use  of  an  owner  or  occupier  who 
has  agreed  to  receive,  and  has  been  paid  compensation  for  the 
severance  thereof  from  the  tidal  waters  or  tidal  lands. 

(2)  The  company  shall  not  be  obliged  to  make,  or  to  allow  to 
be  made,  a  footway  or  carriage  way  in  such  manner  as  would 
interfere  with  the  working  or  using  of  the  railway. 

(3)  The  expense  of  the  making  and  maintenance  of  a  footway 
or  carriage  way  required  to  be  made  after  the  construction  of  the 
railway,  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  persons  or  body  interested  in  the 
tidal  water  or  tidal  lands,  for  whose  benefit  or  convenience  the 
same  is  required. 

Where  the  footway  or  carriage  way  is  made  across  the  railway 
on  the  level,  then  the  manner  of  making  and  watching  the  level 
crossing  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ; 
and  where  the  level  crossing  is  made  after  the  construction  of  the 
railway,  then  all  expenses  attending  the  watching  thereof  shall 
be  defrayed  by  the  persons  or  body  interested  in  the  tidal  water 
or  tidal  lands,  for  whose  benefit  or  convenience  the  same  is 
required. 

By  sect.  17,  where  the  company  is  authorized  by  the  special  Sect.  i~. 
Act  to  construct  a  railway  skirting  a  public  navigable  tidal  river  Railways 
or  channel,  the  company  shall  not  make  any  deviation  of  the  mbie^fda?™" 
railway  from  the  continuous  centre  line  thereof,  marked  on  the  "vers,  &c. 
plan  deposited  by  them  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  even  within  the 
limits  of  deviation  shown  on  that  plan,  in  such  manner  as  to 
diminish  the  navigable  space,  without  the  previous  consent  of 

1  See  as   to  liabilities  of  companies      A.- G.  v.  Furneu  Railway \  38   L.  T., 
with  regard  to  construction  of  bridges,      N.  S.  555  ;  seejwst,  Chap.  VIII. 


492 


OF   NAVIGATION,    AND   THEREIN   OF   CONSERVANCY. 


Sect.  18. 

Abandon- 
ment of 
works  on,  in, 
across,  &c. 
tidal  lands  or 
tidal  waters. 


oGCl.  1  SJ. 

Surveys  of 
works  over 
tidal  waters 
or  tidal  lands 
may  be 
ordered  by 
the  Board  of 
Trade. 


Sect.  3. 
Definitions. 


Police  regu- 
lations. 


the  Board  of  Trade  or  otherwise  than  in  such  manner  as  is 
expressly  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

If  any  deviation  is  made  in  contravention  of  the  present 
section,  the  Board  of  Trade  may  abate  and  remove  the  work  in 
the  construction  whereof  the  deviation  is  made  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  restore  the  site  thereof  to  its  former  condition  at  the 
expense  of  the  company ;  and  the  amount  of  such  expense  shall 
be  a  debt  due  from  the  company  to  the  Grown,  and  be  recoverable 
accordingly  with  costs,  or  the  same  may  be  recovered  with  costs, 
as  a  penalty  is  recoverable  from  the  company. 

By  sect.  18,  if  a  work  constructed  by  the  company  on,  in,  over, 
through,  or  across  tidal  lands  or  a  tidal  water,  is  abandoned  or 
suffered  to  fall  into  decay,  the  Board  of  Trade  may  abate  and 
remove  the  work,  or  any  part  of  it,  and  restore  the  site  thereof 
to  its  former  condition,  at  the  expense  of  the  company;  and  the 
amount  of  such  expense  shall  be  a  debt  due  from  the  company  to 
the  Crown,  and  be  recoverable  accordingly  with  costs,  or  the 
same  may  be  recovered  with  costs,  as  a  penalty  is  recoverable 
from  the  company. 

By  sect.  19,  if  at  any  time  the  Board  of  Trade  deems  it 
expedient  for  the  purposes  of  the  special  Act,  or  of  this  part 
of  this  Act,  to  order  a  survey  and  examination  of  a  work  con- 
structed by  the  company  on,  in,  over,  through,  or  across  tidal 
lands  or  tidal  waters,  or  of  the  intended  site  of  any  such  work, 
the  company  shall  defray  the  expense  of  the  survey  and  examina- 
tion, and  the  amount  thereof  shall  be  a  debt  due  from  the 
company  to  the  Crown,  and  be  recoverable  accordingly  with 
costs,  or  the  same  may  be  recovered  with  costs,  as  a  penalty  is 
recoverable  from  the  company. 

"  Tidal  river "  is  defined  by  sect.  8  to  mean  any  part  of  a 
river  within  the  flow  and  ebb  of  the  tide  at  ordinary  spring 
tides;  "  tidal  water"  to  mean  any  part  of  the  sea  or  any  part 
of  a  river  within  the  flow  and  ebb  of  the  tide  at  ordinary  spring 
tides ;  and  "  tidal  lands  "  to  mean  such  parts  of  the  bed,  shore 
or  banks  of  a  tidal  water  as  are  covered  and  uncovered  by  the 
flow  and  ebb  of  the  tide  at  ordinary  spring  tides. 

By  5  Geo.  IV.  c.  88,  s.  4,  a  suspected  person  or  reputed  thief, 
frequenting  any  river,  canal,  or  navigable  stream,  dock  or  basin, 
or  any  quay,  wharf  or  warehouse,  near  or  adjoining  thereto,  or 
any  place  of  public  resort,  or  any  avenue  leading  thereto,  or  any 
street,  highway,  or  place  adjacent,  with  intent  to  commit  felony. 
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shall  be  deemed  a  rogue  and  vagabond,  and  may  be  convicted.1 
By  7  Geo.  IV.  c.  64,  8.  13,  offences  on  a  vessel  passing  along  a 
canal  can  be  tried  in  any  county  along  or  through  which  the  vessel 
passes  during  its  voyage,  and  where  the  bank  or  any  part  of  a 
canal  is  the  common  boundary  of  two  or  more  counties,  an  offence 
therein  may  be  tried  in  any  of  the  counties.3 

By  8  &  4  Vict.  c.  50,3  provision  is  made  for  keeping  the  peace 
on  canals  and  navigable  rivers.  The  preamble  of  the  Act  takes 
note  of  the  outrages  committed  on  canals  and  navigable  rivers 
through  England  and  Wales ;  and  sect.  1  provides  for  the 
appointment  of  constables  on  the  application  of  the  committee 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  are  to  be  paid  out  of  the  monies  of 
the  proprietors  (sect.  8).  By  sect.  18,  it  is  provided,  that 
nothing  in  local  Acts  containing  penalties  shall  be  thereby 
repealed. 

8  <k  9  Vict.  c.  28  authorizes  canal  companies,  and  the  com-  Tolls. 
missioners  of  navigable  rivers,  to  vary  their  tolls  or  rates  on 
different  portions  of  their  canals,  and  to  reduce  or  advance  them 
(sect.  1),  charging  the  tolls  equally  on  all  persons  under  the  like 
circumstances  (sect.  2).  The  Act  is  not  to  apply,  however,  to 
existing  companies  until  a  meeting  of  the  shareholders  have 
determined  thereupon,  nor  in  other  cases  till  approved  by 
trustees  or  proprietors,  and  notices  thereof  published.4 

The  regulation  of  traffic  on  navigable  rivers  and  canals  is  Regulation  of 
governed  by  a  series  of  important  statutes.  navigable 

By  8  dk  9  Vict.  c.  42,B  canal  companies  are  empowered  to  carry  river8  and 
goods  on  their  canals,  or  canals  communicating  therewith  (sect.  1), 


1  This  has  been  held  not  to  apply  to 
all  Btreets  and  highways,  but  only  to 
streets  and  highways  leading  or  adjacent 
to  places  of  the  character  mentioned  in 
the  Act :  Ex  parte  Tumm,  39  L.  J., 
M.  C.  129.  The  Act  was  extended  to 
Scotland  and  Ireland  by  34  &  35  Vict, 
c.  112,  s.  15. 

*  Cf .  7  Will.  IV.  &  1  Vict.  c.  36,  s.  37 
(Post  Offices  Offences  Act),  and  the 
Fugitive  Offenders  Act,  1881  (44  &  45 
Vict.  c.  69),  s.  21. 

3  "An  Act  to  provide  for  keeping 
"  peace  on  canals  and  navigable  rivers  " 
(1840).  Sect.  1  of  1  Vict.  c.  80,  pro- 
vides that  whenever  the  appointment  of 
special  constables  under  1  &  2  Will.  IV. 
c.  41,  or  5  &  6  Will.  IV.  c.  43,  has  been 
occasioned  by  the  behaviour  of  persons 
employed  on  public  works,  including 
railways  and  canals,  the  expenses  are  to 


be  paid  by  the  company  carrying  on 
such  works. 

4  "An  Act  to  empower  canal  com- 
"  panies  and  commissioners  of  navigable 
"  rivers  to  vary  their  tolls,  rates  and 
"charges  on  different  parts  of  their 
"navigation"  (1845).  Sect.  4  saves 
rights  of  existing  commissioners  speci- 
fically reserved  by  their  Acts ;  and  by 
sect.  5  canal  companies  are  subject  to  a 
limitation  of  profits  not  to  raise  their 
dues  so  as  to  exceed  the  maximum  of 
profits. 

8  "  An  Act  to  enable  canal  companies 
"  to  become  carriers  of  goods  upon  their 
"canals.1'  The  preamble  notices  the 
powers  of  carrying  given  to  railway 
companies  by  divers  Acts  ;  and  whereas 
greater  competition  for  the  public 
advantage  would  be  obtained  if  similar 
powers    were    granted   to    canal   and 
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bat  subject  to  the  bye-laws  of  any  other  company  upon  whose 
canal  they  may  act  as  carriers  (sect.  2) .  Boats  and  power  for 
hauling  and  towing  vessels  of  other  persons  may  be  provided 
by  companies,  who  may  sue  and  be  sued  as  carriers,  and  prefer 
indictments,  and  are  to  be  subject  to  the  provisions  in  force 
relating  to  common  carriers  (sect.  6).  Tolls  are  to  be  charged 
equally  on  all  persons,  and  may  be  leased  by  a  company  (sect.  8), 
the  lessees  being  deemed  collectors  of  tolls  during  the  lease 
(sect.  9) ;  and  by  sect.  7,  companies  may  contract  with  other 
companies  to  facilitate  the  conveyance  of  goods.  This  statute 
was  amended  by  10  <t  11  Vict.  c.  94,1  by  sect.  2  of  which  canal 
companies  were  empowered  to  borrow  money  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  8  it  9  Vict.  cc.  16,  17,a  which  are  incorporated 
by  sect.  8,  the  rights  of  existing  companies  being  saved  by 
sect.  2. 

The  liailway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1854  (17  dt  18  Vict.  c.  81),s 
requires  companies  to  make  arrangements  and  afford  all 
reasonable  facilities  for  receiving  and  forwarding  traffic,  without 
unreasonable  delay,  and  without  partiality  (sect.  2) ;  and  enables 
parties  injured  in  this  respect  to  apply  by  motion  or  summons  to 
a  superior  Court  (sect.  8).  By  sect.  7,  companies  are  to  be  liable 
for  neglect  or  default  in  the  carriage  of  goods,  notwithstanding 


navigation  companies  which  have  from 
time  to  time  boon  incorporated  or  estab- 
lished under  authority  of  Parliament ; 
but  such  beneficial  purpose  cannot  be 
effected  without  the  authority  of  Par- 
liament, &c.  The  Act,  however,  is  not 
to  apply  to  canals  vested  in  share- 
holders until  approved  of  at  a  meet- 
ing, or,  in  otter  cases,  by  the  pro- 
prietors, and  notice  of  the  determination 
to  adopt  the  Act  shall  have  been  fully 
advertised  (sect.  12).  The  Act  was 
amended  by  21  &  22  Vict.  c.  75,  entitled 
"  An  Act  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
"  cheap  trains,  and  to  restrain  the  exer- 
41  cise  of  certain  powers  of  canal  com- 
"  panies  being  also  railway  companies." 
Sects.  1  and  2  amend  the  law  as  to  charges ; 
and  sect.  3  prohibits  canal  companies 
who  are  also  railway  companies  from 
taking  a  lease  of  canals  unless  specifi- 
cally authorized,  notwithstanding  any- 
thing to  the  contrary  in  the  recited  Act. 
1  "  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  enable 
"  canal  companies  to  become  carriers  of 
"goods"  (1847). 

*  The  Companies  Clauses  Consolida- 
tion Act,  1845. 

*  "An  Act  for  the  better  regulation 


44  of  the  traffic  on  railways  and  canals  " 
(1854).  By  sect.  1,  "traffic "  includes 
44  not  only  passengers  and  t  heir  luggage, 
"  and  goods,  animals,  and  other  things 
44  conveyed  by  any  railway  company  or 
"  canal  company,  or  railway  and  canal 
44  company,  but  also  carriages,  waggons, 
14  trucks,  and  vehicles  of  every  descrip- 
44  tion  adapted  for  running  or  passing  on 
44  the  railway  or  canal  of  any  such  com- 
"pany:"  and  u  canal"  includes  "any 
44  navigation  whereon  tolls  are  levied  by 
44  authority  of  Parliament,  and  also  the 
44  wharves  and  landing-places  of  and 
44  belonging  to  such  canal  or  navigation 
44  and  used  for  the  purposes  of  public 
44  traffic."  The  expressions  4*  railway 
"company"  44  can/d  company"  or  "rail- 
"way  and  canil  company"  include 
44  any  person  being  owner  or  lessee  of  or 
44  any  contractor  working  any  railway 
44  or  canal  or  navigation  constructed  or 
"carried  on  under  the  powers  of  any 
44  Act  of  Parliament."  It  has  been  held 
that  the  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation 
Act.  recited  by  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  28,  are  in 
pari  materia  with  this  Act.  See  Strick 
v.  Sioan*ca  Canal,  16  C.  B.,  N.  S.  245  ; 
8eepo*t}  Chap.  IX. 
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notice  to  the  contrary,  though  not  beyond  a  limited  amount  in 
certain  cases,  unless  the  value  be  declared  at  the  time  of  delivery, 
and  extra  payment  made. 

The  jurisdiction  established  under  this  Act,  together  with 
certain  powers  and  duties  of  the  Board  of  Trade  under  26  A  27 
Vict.  c.  92  {The  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act),  was  trans- 
ferred by  sect.  6  of  The  Regulations  of  Railways  Act,  1873,1  to  the 
Railway  Commissioners  appointed  (by  sect.  4)  for  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  the  two  Acts ; 2  and  sect.  16  of  the  Act  of  1878 
regulates  the  arrangements  between  railway  companies  and 
canal  companies,  while  sect.  17  provides  for  the  maintenance 
and  due  repair  of  canals  or  parts  of  canals  by  railway  com- 
panies owning  them,  or  having  them  under  their  management. 
This  enactment,  together  with  The  Board  of  Trade  Arbitrations 
Act,  1874,8  constitute  The  Regulations  of  Railways  Acts,  1878  and 
1874,  by  sects.  6  and  7  of  the  latter  of  which  the  Board  of  Trade 
is  empowered  to  appoint  the  Bailway  Commissioners  arbitrators 
or  umpires,  where  any  difference  arises  to  which  a  railway  com- 
pany or  canal  company  is  a  party,  and  is  required  or  authorized, 
under  the  provisions  of  any  general  or  special  Act,  passed  either 
before  or  after  this  Act,  to  be  referred  to  the  arbitration  or 
determination  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  commissioners  having 
the  same  powers  of  decision,  of  rescinding,  or  varying,  or  adding 
to  any  award  or  decision  previously  made  by  any  arbitrator  as 
the  original  arbitrator. 

These  Acts  were  amended,4  and  the  law  still  further  consoli-  The  Railway 
dated,  by  The  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888  (51  <k  52  Vict.  £^Act 
c.  25),  sect.  1  of  which  enacts  that  it  is  to  be  construed  as  one    1888  (51  &  52 
with  The  Regidation  of  Railways  Act,  1878,  and  the  Acts  amending  Vict'  c'  25)' 
it;  and  that  it  may  be  cited  in  conjunction  with  these  Acts  as 
The  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Acts,  1878  and  1888. 

Part  I.  reconstitutes  and  prescribes  the  powers  of  the  Railway 
Commission,  which  consists  of  two  appointed  and  three  ex-officio 


i  36  &  37  Vict.  c.  48  (1873),  "  An  Act 
•'  to  make  better  provision  for  carry- 
"  ing  into  effect  the  Railway  and  Canal 
"Traffic  Act,  1854,  and  for  other  pur- 
"  poses  connected  therewith." 

2  By  sect.  5,  no  commissioner  is  to  be 
interested  in  railway  or  canal  stock. 

a  37  &  38  Vict.  c.  40  (1874),  "  An  Act 
"  to  amend  the  powers  of  the  Board  of 
"  Trade  with  respect  to  inquiries,  arbi- 
11  trations,  appointments,  and  other 
"  matters  under  special  Acts,  and  to 


"  amend  the  Regulations  of  Railways 
"Act,  1873,  so  far  as  regards  the 
"  reference  of  disputes  to  the  railway 
"commissioners  in  lieu  of  arbitrators." 
Sect.  8  enacts,  the  Act  be  read  as  one 
with  36  &  37  Vict.  c.  48,  and  the  two  be 
cited  together  as  the  Railways  Regula- 
tion Acts,  1873  and  1874. 

4  See  as  to  the  portions  of  the  Act* 
repealed,  sect.  59  and  sched.  of  51  &  52 
Vict.  c.  25. 
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Commissioners,  in  lieu  of  the  three  appointed  under  the  Act 
of  1878. 

Part  II.  deals  with  traffic  facilities,  and  requires  a  uniform 
classification  of  merchandise,  and  uniform  tolls  and  rates  on 
railways;  and  by  sect.  86  of  Part  III.,  all  the  provisions  of 
Part  II.  relating  to  any  railway  shall,  so  far  as  applicable,  apply 
to  every  canal  company  and  to  every  railway  and  canal  com- 
pany, and  the  expressions  "  railway  company  "  and  "  railway  " 
(unless  the  context  otherwise  requires)  shall  respectively  include 
a  canal  company  or  a  railway  and  canal  company,  and  a  canal ; 
and  the  expression  "  rate "  shall  include  every  description  of 
tolls  and  dues  for  the  use  of  canals.  Sect.  25  enacts  that  the 
"  facilities  for  receiving  and  forwarding  traffic,"  specified  in 
sect.  2  of  The  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1854,  noticed 
above1  shall  include  "  the  due  and  reasonable  receiving,  for- 
"  warding  and  delivering  "  by  railway  and  canal  companies,  at 
the  request  of  other  companies  and  of  individuals  "  interested  in 
"  through  traffic,"  at  "  through  rates,  tolls,  or  fares  (in  this 
"  Act  referred  to  as  through  rates);"  subject,  however,  to  certain 
provisions  (sub-sects.  1  to  9) ,  as  to  notice  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  proposed  rate  and  the  route  to  be  taken,  &c,  &c. 

Part  III.  deals  specially  with  canals.  By  sect.  87,  sect.  15  of 
The  Regulation  of  Railways  Act,  1878,  is  made  applicable  to  the 
terminal  charges  of  a  canal  (sub-sect.  1);  and  the  provisions  of 
the  Acts  of  1888  and  1898,  and  of  The  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic 
Act,  1854,  with  respect  to  through  rates  are  extended  to  any 
canals  which,  in  connection  with  any  river  or  other  waterway, 
form  part  of  a  continuous  line  of  water  communication,  "  not- 
"  withstanding  that  tolls  may  not  be  leviable  by  authority  of 
"  Parliament  upon  such  river  or  other  water-way"  (sub-sect.  5). 
Sect.  88  empowers  the  commissioners,  on  the  application  of  any 
person  interested  in  the  traffic,  to  make  an  order  requiring  the 
alteration  and  adjustment  of  the  tolls,  rates  or  charges  levied  on 
canals  controlled  by  railway  companies  where  it  is  proved  to  their 
satisfaction  that  such  rates  and  charges  are  calculated  to  divert 
the  traffic  from  the  canal  to  the  railway  to  the  detriment 
of  the  former.  Canal  companies  are  required  by  sect.  89  to 
make  annual  returns  to  the  registrar  of  joint  stock  companies, 
stating  the  name  of  the  company  and  of  its  principal  officer, 
and  the  place  of  the  office;  and  also  to  send  to  the  Board  of 

1  Ante,  p.  494. 
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Trade  such  returns  annually  as  it  may  prescribe,  showing  the 
capacity  of  the  canal  for  traffic,  and  the  capital,  revenue, 
expenditure,  and  profits  of  the  company.  The  Board  of  Trade 
are  empowered  to  make  regulations  with  regard  to  the  publication 
of  the  bye-laws  of  canal  companies,  which  will  not  be  effective 
until  two  months  after  a  true  copy  thereof  certified  in  such 
manner  as  they  may  direct  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Board 
(sect.  40) ;  and  they  are  also  empowered  to  direct  an  inspection 
by  an  officer  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  the  works  of  any  canal 
which  they  are  informed  is  in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  dangerous 
to  the  public  or  to  cause  hindrance  to  traffic  (sect.  41).  By 
sect.  42  no  railway  company  or  director  or  officer  of  a  railway 
may  "  apply  or  use  or  authorize  the  application  or  use  "  of  the 
company's  funds  (an  expression  defined  to  include  any  funds 
under  its  control  or  administration)  for  the  acquisition  of  any 
canal  interest  without  express  statutory  authority,  and  any  con- 
travention of  this  provision  entails  the  forfeiture  to  the  Crown 
of  the  canal  interest  purchased,  and  the  repayment  of  the  sums 
so  applied.  Canal  companies  are  authorized,  by  sect.  48,  to  enter 
into  contracts  and  arrangements  with  other  companies  for  the 
establishment  of  through  tolls  ;  and  also  by  sect.  44,  to  establish  a 
canal  clearing  system,  to  which,  when  established,  the  provisions 
of  sects.  11 — 26  of  The  Railway  Clearing  Act,  1850,  shall,  mutatis 
mutandis 9  apply.  Sect.  45  provides  for  the  abandonment,  under  a 
warrant  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  of  any  canal  or  part  of  a  canal 
where,  on  the  application  of  a  canal  company,  it  is  shown  to  the 
Board  to  be  unnecessary  for  the  purposes  of  public  navigation ;  or, 
on  the  application  of  any  local  authority,  or  of  three  or  more  owners 
of  lands  adjoining,  to  have  been  disused  for  navigation  for  three 
years  previously ;  or,  that,  through  the  default  of  the  proprietors, 
it  has  become  unfit  for  navigation,  or  caused  damage  to  adjoining 
lands  through  the  escape  of  water  (sub-sect.  11).  In  the  case  of 
a  derelict  canal  the  warrant  may  be  granted  on  condition  that 
such  canal  or  any  part  of  it,  with  all  or  any  of  the  powers 
relating  thereto,  shall  be  transferred  to  "any  person,  body  of 
"  persons,  or  local  authority,"  and  where  any  such  condition  is 
imposed  the  Board  of  Trade  may,  if  they  think  fit,  frame  and 
embody  a  scheme  for  its  management  in  a  Provisional  Order 
(sub-sect.  3).  "  Canal  company  "  in  this  part  of  the  Act  is 
defined  by  sect.  46,  as  including  a  "  railway  and  canal  company," 
so  far  as  the  expression  relates  to  any  canal  of  any  such  company. 
L.w.  32 
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Carriage  of 
explosives. 


Canal  Boats 
Acts,  1877 
and  1884. 


The  provisions  of  The  Explosives  Act,  1875  (88  tt  89  Viet, 
c.  17), l  concern  navigable  rivers  and  canals.  Sect.  85  (part  1), 
empowers  railway  and  canal  companies,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  to  make  bye-laws9  for  the  conveyance,  loading, 
and  unloading  of  gunpowder ;  and  by  sect.  89  (part  2),  the  regu- 
lations as  to  gunpowder  are  applied  to  other  explosives.3 

By  sect.  108,  "carrier"  is  defined  as  including  all  persons 
carrying  goods  or  passengers  for  hire,  by  land  or  water ;  and 
"  canal  company  "  to  mean  "  any  person  or  body  of  persons  cor- 
"  porate  or  unincorporate,  being  owner  or  lessee,  or  owners  or 
"  lessees,  of,  or  working,  or  entitled  to  charge  tolls  for  the  use  of 
"  any  canal  in  the  United  Kingdom,  constituted  or  carried  on 
"  under  powers  of  any  Act  of  Parliament,  or  entrusted  with  the 
"  duty  of  conserving,  maintaining,  or  improving  the  navigation 
"  of  any  inland  water ;  and  every  such  canal  and  inland  water 
"  under  the  control  of  a  canal  company,  as  above  defined,  and 
"  any  wharf,  dock,  pier,  jetty,  and  work,  in  or  at  which  barges 
"  do  or  can  ship  or  unship  goods  or  passengers,  and  other  area, 
"  whether  land  or  water,  which  belong  to  or  are  under  the  control 
"  of  such  canal  company,  are  in  the  other  portions  of  this  Act 
"  included  in  the  expression  '  canal.'  "4 

The  Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877  and  1884  (40  &  41  Vict.  c.  60,5  and 
47  &  48  Vict.  c.  75),  are  designed  to  ensure  that  adequate  accom- 
modation should  be  provided  and  due  attention  paid  to  sanitation 
on  canal  boats  used  as  dwellings. 

By  sect.  1  of  the  Act  of  1877  canal  boats  used  as  dwellings 
are  to  be  registered  as  required  by  the  Act ;  and  failure  to  comply 
with  its  provisions  renders  the  master  and  owner6  each  liable  to 
a  fine  not  exceeding  1Z.  for  each  occasion  on  which  the  boat  is 


1  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  law  with 
"  respect  to  manufacturing,  keeping, 
**  selling,  carrying,  and  importing  gun- 
"  powder,  nitro- glycerine  and  other 
"  explosives." 

2  See  also  Rules  and  Bye-laws  on  this 
subject  for  the  River  Thames  of  1875 
and  1878. 

8  Part  III.  deals  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law  ;  the  Secretary  of  State 
being  empowered  by  sect.  53,  and  the 
Board  of  Trade  by  sect.  58,  to  appoint 
inspectors. 

4  "  Inland  water* "  means  "  any 
"canal,  river,  navigation,  or  water 
"which  is  not  tidal  water;"  "ship" 
includes    "any    description    of   vessel 
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used  in  sea  navigation,  whether  pro- 
pelled by  oars  or  otherwise;"  and 
boat "  means  "  any  vessel  not  a  ship  as 
above  defined,  which  is  used  in  naviga- 
tion in  any  inland  water  or  harbour, 
whether  propelled  by  oars  or  other- 
wise."   (Sect  108).  . 

5  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  regis- 
tration and  regulation  of  canal  boats 
used  as  dwellings." 

6  Sect.  14  defines  "owner"  as  "a 
person  who,  though  only  the  hirer  of 
a  canal  boat,  appoints  the  master  and 
other  persons  working  it;"  and 
matter "  as  "  the  person  being  for 
the  time  in  command  or  charge  of 
the  boat." 
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used  as  a  dwelling;  and  by  sect.  1  of  the  amending  Act, 
certificates  of  registry  shall  cease  to  be  in  force  in  the  event  of 
any  structural  alteration  in  the  boat  affecting  the  conditions 
under  which  it  was  granted.  The  lettering  and  numbering  of 
boats  must  be  on  both  sides  of  the  vessel,  and  clearly  visible  - 
from  both  sides  of  the  canal  (40  &  41  Vict.  c.  60,  s.  3  ;  47  &  48 
Vict.  c.  75,  s.  7). 

The  registration  authority  for  the  purpose  is  to  be  (40  &  41 
Vict.  c.  60,  s.  7)  such  or  more  of  the  sanitary  authorities  having 
districts  abutting  on  a  canal,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  regulation  of  the  Local  Government  Board; 
and  a  canal  boat  shall  be  registered  with  some  registration 
authority  having  a  district  abutting  on  the  canal  on  which  such 
boat  is  accustomed  or  intended  to  ply.  Sect.  2  empowers  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  make  regulations  for  registration, 
fixing  the  number,  age,  and  sex  of  persons  allowed  to  dwell  on  a 
canal  boat ;  and  for  promoting  cleanliness,  and  preventing 
infectious  disease.  By  sect.  6,  provision  is  made  for  enforcing 
the  provisions  of  The  Education  Acts  of  1870,  1878,  and  1876,1 
with  respect  to  children  dwelling  on  board  canal  boats ;  and  by 
sect.  5  of  the  Act  of  1884,  the  Education  Department  is  empowered 
to  make  regulations  as  to  the  form  of  certificate,  &c,  to  be  used  by 
such  children. 

"  Canal "  is  defined  by  sect.  14  of  40  &  41  Vict.  c.  60  to  mean 
"  any  river,  inland  navigation,  lake,  or  water  being  within  the 
"  body  of  a  county,  whether  it  is  or  not  within  the  ebb  and  flow 
"  of  the  tide ;"  and  the  expression  "  canal  boat "  is  stated  by  the 
same  section  to  mean  "  any  vessel,  however  propelled,  which 
"  is  used  for  the  conveyance  of  goods  along  a  canal  as  above 
"defined,  and  which  is  not  a  ship  duly  registered  under  The 
"Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1854,  and  the  Acts  amending  the 
"  same."  By  sect.  10  of  47  &  48  Vict.  c.  75,  however,  the  Local 
Government  Board  are  empowered,  on  the  representation  of  any 
registration  or  sanitary  authority,  or  any  inspector  under  the  Act, 
to  declare  that  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  shall  apply  to  any  vessel  or 
class  of  vessels  which  would  be  within  this  definition  of  a  canal 
boat,  if  such  vessel  or  vessels  were  not  registered  under  the 
Merchant  Shipping  Acts. 

1  33  &  34  Vict.  c.  7."),  36  &  37  Vict.  "and  every  person  liable  to  maintain, 
c.  86,  39  &  40  Vict.  c.  79  ;  "parent"  is  "or  who  has  the  actual  custody  of,  a 
denned   by  sect.   14  as  the  "  guardian       "  child." 

32—2 
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Canals  Pro-  The  Canals  Protection  (London)  Act,  1898  (61  &  62  Vict.  c.  16) 
r London}  empowers  local  authorities  within  the  administrative  county  of 
Act,  1898        London  to  require  canal  companies  to  protect  by  fences,  gates, 

c6Iib).62    1Ct    or  ra^8>  &c->  an7  Par*  °*  a  <^nal  within  their  jurisdiction  or  the 

banks  or  towing-paths  thereof,  if  they  are  in  the  opinion  of  such 
authorities  so  insufficiently  protected  as  to  involve  danger  to 
human  life  (sects.  1,  2,  7) ;  and  on  the  failure  of  the  canal 
company  to  execute  the  necessary  works,  the  local  authority 
may  execute  them  and  recover  the  cost  from  the  company 
(sects.  2,  8,  4). 


! 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 


OF   FERRIES  AND  BRIDGES. 


The  exercise  of  the  various  rights  relating  to  water,  which  have  incidents  to 
been  noticed  in  this  volume,  is  connected  with  certain  incidents  water. 
accompanying  their  possession.  Of  these  the  principal  are — 
1.  The  right  to  the  franchise  of  a  ferry ;  2.  Bridges,  and  the  duties 
connected  with  their  erection  and  repair;  8.  Tolls,  and  the 
liability  thereto ;  and  4.  The  ratedbility  of  certain  species  of  the 
rights  above  noticed,  such  as  canals,  waterworks,  docks,  &c.  It 
is  proposed  to  consider  in  the  present  chapter  the  laws  relating 
to  ferries  and  bridges,  both  of  which  arise  from  the  interruption 
of  a  highway  on  land  by  a  watercourse ;  and  to  discuss  in  the 
following  one  those  regulating  the  right  to  take  tolls,  and  the 
liability  of  various  rights  of  water  to  be  rated  to  the  poor. 


Fenies. 

A  ferry  is  the  right  to  keep  a  boat  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  Definition, 
persons  or  their  goods  across  a  river,  and  to  take  toll  for  such 
carriage.1 

It  may  be  created  either  by  royal  grant  or  licence,  or  by  pre-  How  created, 
scription  ; 2  but  the  latter  case  presupposes  an  Act  of  Parliament 
granting  such  franchise,  without  which  no  ferry  can  be  lawfully 
set  up  save  by  a  licence  from  the  Crown.8 

"  A  man  may,  under  such  titles,"  says  the  editor  of  Stephen's 
Commentaries,4  "  lawfully  claim  to  be  the  proprietor  of  a  ferry,6 
"  though  he  be  not  the  owner,  either  of  the  water  over  which  it 


1  1  Stephen's  Blackstone,  6th  ed. 
pp.  682,  683  ;  Wharton's  Law  Lexicon, 
4th  ed.  p.  391. 

2  Stephen's  Blackstone,  vol.  i.  p.  682  ; 
2  Inst.  220  ;  Trotter  v.  Harris,  2  Y.  &  J. 
285  ;  31  R.  R.  593  ;  Wharton's  Law 
Lexicon,  p.  391  ;  Woolrych,  Law  of 
Waters,  p.  36. 

3  1  Stephen's  Blackstone,  supra  ;  2 
Inst.  220  ;  R.  v.  Marsden,  3  Burr.  1812  ; 
Willes.  512,  n. ;  Com.  Dig.  Piscary,  3 ; 


Hale  de  Jure  Maris,  pt.  l,c.  2  ;  Huzzey  v. 
Field,  2  C.  M.  &  R.  432  et  sea. ;  41  R.  R. 
755.  See  also  as  to  the  franchise  of  a 
ferry  under  charter  from  the  Crown, 
A.-O.  v.  Simpson,  (1901)  2  Ch.  671, 
C.  A.,  ante,  p.  458. 

4  Vol.  i.  p.  682. 

5  Xewton  v.  (htbitt,  12  C.  B.,  N.  S.  32  ;  31 
L.  J.,  C.  P.  246  ;  fiju.  T.  86 ;  and  as  to 
ancient  ferries,  see  Emon  v.  Gooden,  L.  R., 
2  Eq.  123;  35L.J.,Ch.427;  14L.T.296. 
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The  right  to 
tolls  usually 
a  part  of  the 
privilege, 


but  it  must 
be  founded  on 
an  adequate 
consideration. 


Rights  of 
action  of 
parties  en* 
titled  to  fran- 
chise of  a 
ferry. 


"  is  exercised,1  or  of  the  soil  on  either  side  of  the  river  ;*  but  he 
"  must  possess  over  the  soil  such  rights  at  least  as  will  authorise 
"  him  to  embark  and  disembark  his  passengers  thereon.5  .  .  . 
"  The  right  to  take  toll  also  from  customers  is  usually  a  part  of 
"  the  privilege.  .  .  .  But  the  right  of  the  Crown  to  authorize 
"  the  collection  of  tolls  is  viewed  by  the  law  with  a  salutary 
"  jealousy ;  so  that  no  burthen  of  that  kind  can  be  imposed  on 
"  the  public,  unless  it  have  (in  the  language  of  the  books)  a 
"  reasonable  commencement,4  that  is,  unless  it  be  founded  on  an 
"  adequate  consideration,  as  between  the  public  and  the  grantee; 
"  which  consideration  is  (in  the  case  of  a  ferry)  to  keep  up  a 
"  boat  for  the  passage  over  a  stream  not  otherwise  fordable.* 
"  And  it  is  also  essential  that  the  burthen  be  reasonable  in  its 
"  amount,0  for  where  the  tolls  granted  are  outrageous,  the 
"  franchise  is  illegal  and  void."7 

Where  the  franchise  of  a  ferry  exists,  the  party  entitled  to  it 
has  a  right  of  action,  not  only  against  those  who  refuse  or  evade 
payment  of  toll  when  due,  but  also  against  such  as  disturb  his 
franchise  by  setting  up  a  new  ferry,  so  as  to  diminish  his  custom,8 
though  he  is  himself  liable  to  a  criminal  indictment,  if,  either 
wilfully  or  by  his  neglect  of  duty,  he  obstructs9  the  subjects  of  the 
realm  in  the  lawful  use  of  such  ferry.10 

Thus  Blackstone  says,11  "  If  a  ferry  is  erected  on  a  river,  so 
"  near  another  antient  ferry  as  to  draw  away  its  custom,  it  is  a 
"  nuisance  to  the  owner  of  the  old  one.  For  where  there  is  a 
"  ferry  by  prescription,  the  owner  is  bound  to  keep  it  always  in 
"repair  and  readiness  for  the  ease  of  all  the  king's  subjects; 


i  Com.  Dig.  in  tit.  Pise.  13. 

J  Peter  v.  Kendal,  6  B.  &  C.  703  ;  30 
R.  R.  504;  A.-O.  v.  Simpson,  (1901)  2 
Ch.  671  (C.  A.). 

8  Peter  v.  Kendal,  supra. 

4  Stephen's  Blackstone,  vol.  i.  p.  683  : 
Mayor  of  Xotti  ngham  v.  Lambert,  Willes, 
116.  A  charter  from  the  Crown  granting 
"all  our  ferriages  and  passages"  over 
certain  rivers  conveys  only  ferries  exist- 
ing at  the  date  of  the  grant,  and  does 
not  confer  on  the  grantees  the  right  to 
create  new  ferries  over  these  rivers : 
Londonderry  Bridge  Commissioners  v. 
M'Keerer,  27  L.  R.,*Ir.  464,  C.  A. 

*  Mayor  of  Xotti ngham  v.  Lambert, 
Willes,  116  ;  Ileddy  v.  Wheelhouse,  Cro. 
Eliz.  558,  592. 

6  Ibid.  ;  2  Inst.  2L9. 

7  Ibid. ;  Stat.  1  Westminster,  c.  31 ;  2 
Inst.  219;   Cro.  Eliz.  558,  592,  supra ;  2 


Bl.  Com.  37  ;  Willes,  116,  supra. 

8  Stephen's  Blackstone,  vol.  i.  p.  683  ; 
2  Roll.  Abr.  140  :  Com.  Dig.  Action  on 
the  Case  for  a  Nuisance  (A.)  ;  Blisset  v. 
Hart,  Willes,  503  ;  Be  Rutzen  v.  Lloyd, 
5  A.  A:  E.  456 ;  44  R.  R.  468  ;  Brxdg- 
land  v.  Shapter,  5  M.  &  W.  375  :  Pirn  v. 
Curell,  6  M.  &  W.  234.  As  to  the 
setting  up  of  a  new  bridge  taking  away 
custom  from  another,  sec  Micklrthicaite 
v.  Xewlay,  33  Ch.  D.  138. 

9  Evidence  of  an  obstruction  after  the 
suit,  and  before  the  declaration,  is  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  an  action  for  obstruct- 
ing  a  ferry :  Foster  v.  Bonner,  Cowp.  454. 

10  Stephen's  Blackstone,  vol.  i.  p.  684; 
Willes,  512,  n. ;  Payne  v.  Partridge,  I 
Show.  231  ;  see  also  Shep.  Com.,  vol.  iii. 
p.  529,  n. ;  Bl.  Com.  vol.  iii.  p.  219 ; 
Bracton,  1.  iv.,  c.  46  ;  2  Inst.  567. 

u  Com.  vol.  iii.  16th  ed.  p.  218. 
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"  otherwise  he  may  grievously  be  amerced  ;*  it  would  be,  there- 
"  fore,  extremely  hard  if  a  new  ferry  were  suffered  to  share  his 
"  profits,  which  does  not  also  share  his  burthen." 

A  corporation  empowered  by  statute  to  establish  and  work  a 
steam  ferry,  but  on  whom  no  obligation  to  maintain  has  been 
imposed,  has  not,  like  the  owner  of  an  ancient  ferry  liable  to  such 
an  obligation,  the  right  to  maintain  an  action  for  an  injunction 
to  restrain  a  person  who,  without  any  title,  has  established  a  ferry 
which  interferes  with  the  profits  of  the  ferry  worked  by  the 
corporation.3 

So  a  landowner,  not  the  owner  of  the  water  or  landing-places,  To  compen- 
has  been  held8  entitled  to  compensation  under  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  20,  TJtdvux?1 
from  a  railway  company  for  injuriously  affecting  his  land  by  c-  20- 
obstructing  the  access  to  a  ferry  over  the  river  and  appurtenant 
to  the  land  in  question,  the  ferry  being  an  ancient  ferry  which 
had  always  been  attached  to  #  house  and  premises,  the  occupier 
of  which  had  always  kept  a  ferry  boat.     In  this  case  it  was  held 
that  a  grant  of  the  house  and  land  with  its  "  profits  and  com- 
"modities"  might  pass  the  ferry,  as  there  was  evidence  that  What  will 
they  had  never  been  separated — had  they  ever  been  separated,  pass  a  ferry< 
plaintiff  could  not  have  recovered  in  respect  of  injury  to  his  land.4 

In  an  action5  for  disturbance  of  a  ferry,  the  1st  count  of  Actions  for 
declaration  stated  that  plaintiffs  were  possessed  of  a  ferry  across  0*aUfrei£y#ce 
the  Tyne  between  North  and  South  Shields  for  conveyance  of 
passengers,  &c,  and  that  defendant  disturbed  it  by  carrying 
passengers  for  hire ;  2nd  count  stated  a  right  to  ancient  ferry. 
Defendants  pleaded,  inter  alia,  not  guilty,  not  possessed,  and  that 
the  boat  was  under  four  tons  burthen.  The  Company  was  incor- 
porated by  Act  10  Geo.  IV.  c.  98,  sect.  85  of  which  enacts  that, 
after  the  ferry  shall  be  established,  no  other  ferry  shall  be  set  up 
within  the  said  limits ;  and  if  any  other  person  shall  use  any  boat 
or  other  vessel  of  the  burthen  of  four  tons  or  upwards,  in  ferrying 
for  hire  across  the  river,  he  shall  forfeit  5/.  At  the  time  of 
passing  the  statute  there  was  an  ancient  ferry,  which  the  company 
under  the  powers  of  their  Act  purchased.     It  was  held : — 

1st.  That    the  word   "  burthen "   means  not  registered  ad- 
measurement, but  capacity  of  carrying ; 

1  Ibid. ;  2  Roll.  Abr.  140.  169  ;  25  L.  T.84,  where  a  ferry  was  held  to 

2  Londonderry  Bridge  Commufioner*  be "  lands,"  within  sect.  3  of  u  The  Lands 
v.  M'Keerer,  27  L.  R.,  Ir.  464,  C.  A.  Clauses  Act,  1845  "  (8  &  9  Vict.  c.  18). 

3  Reg.  y.  Great *  Northern  Railway  Co.,  *  Ibid. 

14  Q.  B.  25.     See,  too,  Reg.  v.  Cambrian  *  North  and  South  Shield*  Ferry  Co.  v. 

Railway,  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  422 ;  40  L.  J. ,  Q.  B.      Barber,  2  Ex.  1 36. 
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2nd.  That  the  85th  section  did  not  limit  the  general  right  of 
ferry,  but  only  added  a  cumulative  penalty  for  persons  using 
boats  above  four  tons  burthen  ; 

3rd.  That  there  was  no  variance  by  reason  of  the  first  count 
describing  the  ferry  generally  from  North  Shields  to  South 
Shields,  and  not  from  one  particular  terminus  to  another ; 

4thly.  That  the  mere  act  of  ferrying  passengers  was  a  disturb- 
ance of  the  franchise,  although  the  franchise  was  not  a 
prescriptive  ferry  to  the  exclusion  of  all  private  boats,  but 
simply  of  a  ferry  ; 

5thly.  That  on  purchase  of  the  ancient  ferry,  and  completion 
of  the  new  one,  the  former  became  extinct  by  operation  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament. 

The  owner  of  a  ferry1  obtained  an  Act  of  Parliament  enabling 
him  to  build  a  bridge  instead  of  the  ferry,  and  to  take  tolls — and 
enacting  that  anyone  evading  payment  of  tolls  by  conveying 
persons  across  the  river  within  the  limits  of  the  ferry  otherwise 
than  by  the  bridge  should  forfeit  and  pay  40*.  On  motion  to 
restrain  a  railway  company,  whose  terminus  was  within  the 
limits  of  the  ferry,  from  conveying  passengers  across  the  river  in 
steamboats  ;  it  was  held,  that  though  the  Act  gave  the  owner  no 
right  of  action  against  persons  evading  tolls,  yet  if  he  were 
entitled  to  recover  penalties  de  die  in  diem  the  Court  could 
protect  him  by  injunction  from  the  infringement  of  his  right.2 
Description  In  Pirn  v.  Citrell*  a  declaration  for  infringement  of  a  ferry 

a£eriy!,t8 °f  described  the  ferry  as  being  across  the  Mersey,  from  the  town- 
ship, parish,  chapelry,  or  place  of  Birkenhead  in  county  Chester 
to  the  parish,  township,  or  place  of  Liverpool  in  county 
Lancaster: — Held,  1.  That  plaintiff  might  recover  on  this 
declaration,  although  he  proved  a  ferry  both  ways,  for  that 
under  the  lease  of  a  ferry  describing  it  as  a  ferry  across  a  river 
both  ways  a  ferry  across  a  river  one  way  will  pass ;  2nd.  That 
the  description  did  not  import  a  ferry  from  the  whole  township, 
&c,  of  Birkenhead  to  the  whole  parish  of  Lancaster,  but  that 
plaintiff  might  recover  on  proof  of  a  ferry  from  any  point  within 
Birkenhead  to  Lancaster. 

If  there  be  an  exclusive  ferry  from  A.  to  B.,  it  does  not  prevent 
persons  from  going  by  any  other  boat  from  A.  directly  to  C, 

1  Cory   v.    Yarmouth  and   Xoricich  venience  relating  to  the  granting  of  an 

Hallway  Co..  3  Hare,  593.  injunction.     See  also  A.-O.  v.  Birming- 

8  See  remarks  of  Wigram,  V.-C,  as  to  ham,  4  K.  &  J.  528,  ante,  p.  169. 

the  balance  of  convenience  and  incon-  3  <>  M.  &  VV.  234. 
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though  it  lie  near  B.,  if  it  be  not  done  fraudulently,  and  is  not 
a  pretence  for  avoiding  the  regular  ferry.1 

Where3  an  action  by  the  farmer  of  a  common  ferry  was  brought 
against  another,  a  waterman,  who  had  lands  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  plaintiff's  ferry,  for  ferrying 
over  passengers'  horses,  &c,  it  was  held  that  the  plaintiff's 
claim  was  uncertain  and  without  limits  of  distance,  for  by  the 
same  reason  that  defendant  may  not  use  a  ferry  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  from  plaintiff's  ferry,  by  the  same  he  may  not  use  one, 
two,  three,  ten  or  twenty  miles  off.3 

In  an  action  for  disturbance  of  ferry  a  count  alleging  that 
plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  a  certain  ferry  across  the  Thames,  and 
that  defendant  conveyed  passengers  and  goods  across  the  river 
near  the  plaintiff's  ferry,  was  held,  after  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs, 
to  disclose  a  sufficient  ground  of  action.4 

It  is  sufficient  for  a  plaintiff  to  prove  that  he  was  in  possession 
of  the  ferry  at  the  time  the  cause  of  action  accrued,  to  entitle 
him  to  maintain  an  action  for  disturbance  of  it.5  From  an  user 
of  thirty-five  years,  the  jury  may  presume  that  a  ferry  had  legal 
origin.5  A  variation  in  the  amount  of  ferriage  will  not  avoid  the 
franchise.5 

The  owner  of  a  ferry  demised  it  by  parol  to  A.  at  a  certain 
annual  rent.  A.,  at  the  end  of  a  few  weeks,  proposed  to  become 
the  servant  of  the  owner  as  boatman,  and  to  account  to  him  for 
all  money  received.  This  was  assented  to,  and  A.  became  such 
servant.  It  was  held,  this  was  a  surrender  of  A.'s  interest  in 
law ;  and  also,  that  neglect  of  duty  on  part  of  owner  of  a  ferry  is 
no  answer  to  the  action  for  disturbance,  though  the  Crown  may, 
on  that  ground,  repeal  the  grant  by  quo  warranto  or  scire  facias* 

In  Letton  v.  Gooden?  upon  a  bill,  by  the  lessee  of  the  Water-  Letton  v. 
men's  Company  of  the  right  of  plying  on  Sundays  from  certain 
stairs  to  a  certain  point  across  the  river,  claiming  a  right  of 
ferry,  and  seeking  to  restrain  a  new  ferry  which  had  been 
established  fifteen  yards  from  his  ferry ;  it  was  proved  that  the 
company  were  licensed  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  appoint  water- 
men to  ply  on  Sundays  from  such  common  stairs  on  the  Thames 

1  Tripp  v.  Frank,  4  T.  R.  606;  2  R.  R.  495.       (Potter's  Ferrv). 

2  Churchman  v.  Tunstall,  Hard.  162.  *  Trotter  v.  Harris,  2  Y.  &  J.  285  ;  31 

3  A    decree    was,    however,    granted       R.  R.  593. 

subsequently  in  the  case  by  Lord  Hale  ;  6  Peter  v.  Kendal,  6  B.  &  C.  703  ;  30 

sec  Hitzzet/  v.  Field,  2  C.  M.  &  R.  432  ;  R.  R.  504. 

41  R.  R.  755.  7  L.  R,  2  Eq.  123  ;  35  L.  J.,  Ch.  427  ; 

4  Blacheter  v.    Gillett,   9    C.    B.   26  14  L.  T.  296. 
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as  might  be  appointed ;  and  that  any  other  person,  except  ho 
appointed,  plying  on  Sundays  from  such  places,  was  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  40*.  for  each  offence.  It  was  also  shown  that  the 
defendants  had  an  ancient  ferry  from  the  Isle  of  Dogs  to 
Greenwich,  but  not  back  again.1  The  Court  were  of  opinion 
that,  if  plaintiff  had  the  right  he  claimed,  he  might  come  to  the 
Court  for  an  injunction,  and  would  not  be  left  constantly  to  insist 
on  the  penalties  under  the  Act ;  and  further,  that  the  new  ferry 
was  so  near  the  plaintiff's  that  the  Court  would  have  restrained 
it :  but  it  was  held  that  since  the  plaintiff's  right  only  related  to 
Sundays,  and  as  he  was  licensed  to  ply  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  was  under  no  obligation  to  keep  up  the  ferry,  his  right  did 
not  stand  upon  the  same  footing  as  an  ancient  ferry.  Kinders- 
ley,  V.-C,  remarked :  "  Such  a  right  of  ferry  is  an  exclusive 
"  right  or  monopoly,  and  as  such,  it  is  in  itself  an  evil,  being  in 
"  derogation  of  the  common  right,  for  by  common  right  any 
"  person  may  carry  persons  across  the  river.  But  as  a  compensa- 
"  tion  for  this,  there  is  the  great  advantage  to  the  public,  that 
"  they  have  at  all  times  at  law,  by  reason  of  the  ferry,  the 
"  means  of  travelling  on  the  king's  highway,  of  which  the  ferry 
"  forms  a  part,  for  the  owner  of  the  ferry  is  always  under  the 
"  obligation  to  provide  proper  boats  with  a  competent  boatman.'* 
Mathews  v.  Sect.  38  of  Watermen's  Act,  7  it-  8  Geo.  IV.  c.  75,  imposes  a 

PlMeh'  penalty  on  owners  of  boats  working  boats  within  the  limits  of  the 

Act  without  a  licence. 

Sect.  99  exempts  owners  of  ferries.  It  has  been  held,  that  the 
owner  of  an  ancient  ferry  might  exercise  the  right  without  a 
licence ;  but  that  where  a  ferry  appeared  to  have  been  always 
exercised  from  a  given  landing-place  in  Middlesex  to  given 
landing-places  in  Kent,  the  privilege  did  not  protect  the  owner  of 
such  ferry  in  working  a  boat  from  another  landing-place  in 
Middlesex  distant  800  yards  from  the  ancient  one.9 
Hnzzey  v.  Where  there  is  an  ancient  ferry  from  A.  to  B.  which  leads  to  a 

Field.  public  highway,  and  another  makes  a  landing-place  a  short  way 

from  B.,  and  carries  passengers  over  from  A.  to  C,  from  whence 
they  pass  to  the  same  highway,  upon  which  the  ancient  ferry  is 
established,  before  it  reaches  any  town  or  village — it  is  an  injury 
to  the  ancient  ferry.3 

1  See  as  to  this,  too,  Gile*  v.  Grow*,  s  Huzzey  v.  Field,  2  C.  M.  &  R.  432  : 

12  Q.  B.  721.  41  R.  R.  755. 

*  Mathews  v.  Peach,  5  Ell.  k  Bl.  546. 
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But  by  the  existence  of  an  ancient  ferry  from  one  particular 
point  to  another,  persons  are  not  precluded  from  using  the  river 
as  a  public  highway  from  or  to  all  the  towns  or  places  on  its 
banks,  which  are  not  in  a  line  leading  from  one  terminus  of  the 
ferry  to  another.1 

"  It  is  quite  clear,"  said  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,1  "  that  a  ferry  is 
"  a  franchise  which  none  can  set  up  without  licence  from  the 
"  Crown,  and  in  the  case  of  a  ferry  by  prescription,  a  grant  or 
"  licence  is  presumed.  As  early  as  Year  Book  22  Hen.  VI.  146, 
"  it  is  thus  laid  down :  '  If  I  have,  of  ancient  time,  a  ferry  in  a 
"  '  town,  and  another  set  up  a  ferry  upon  the  same  river  near  to 
"  *  my  ferry,  so  that  the  profits  of  my  ferry  are  impaired,  I  shall 
"  '  have  against  him  an  action  on  the  case ; '  and  Newton  says : 
"  *  The  case  of  a  ferry  is  different  from  the  case  of  a  mill,  for  you 
"  '  are  bound  to  sustain  the  ferry  to  serve  and  repair  it,  in  ease  of 
"  '  the  common  people.'  So  far  the  authorities  appear  to  be  clear, 
"  that  if  a  new  ferry  be  set  up  without  the  King's  licence  to  the 
"  prejudice  of  the  old  one,  an  action  will  lie,  and  there  is  no  case 
"  which  has  the  appearance  of  being  to  the  contrary  except  Tripp 
"  v.  Frank* hereafter  mentioned.  These  old  authorities  proceed 
"  upon  the  ground — first,  that  the  grant  of  the  franchise  is  good 
"  in  law,  being  of  a  sufficient  consideration  to  the  subject,  who  as 
"  he  receives  a  benefit,  may  have  by  grant  of  the  Crown  a  corres- 
"  ponding  obligation  imposed  on  him  in  return  for  the  benefit 
"  received.  A  public  ferry,  then,  is  a  public  highway  of  a  special 
"  description,  and  its  termini  must  be  places  where  the  public 
"  have  rights,  as  towns,  or  vills,  or  highways  leading  to  towns  or 
"  vills.  The  right  of  the  grantee  is  in  the  one  case  an  exclusive 
"  right  of  carrying  from  town  to  town,  in  the  other  from  one 
"  point  to  the  other." 

In  Newton  v.  Cubitt,3  Willes,  J.,  observed :  "  A  ferry  exists  in  Newton  v. 
"  respect  of  persons  using  a  right  of  way  where  the  line  of  way  is  Cv,hitt' 
"  across  water.  There  must  be  a  line  of  way  on  land  coming  to  a 
"  landing-place  on  the  water's  edge,  or,  where  the  ferry  is  from 
"  or  to  a  vill,  from  or  to  one  or  more  landing-places  in  the  vill. 
"  The  franchise  is  established  to  secure  convenient  passage  ;  and 
"  the  exclusive  right  is  given  because  in  unpopulous  places  there 
"  might  not  be  sufficient  profit  to  maintain  the  boat  if  there  was 

1  Huzznj  v.  Field,  2  C.  M.  &  K.  432  ;  3  12  C.  B.,  N.  S.  32  ;  31  L.  J.,  ('.  I\ 
41  li.  R.  755.                                                       246  ;  6  L.  T.  86. 

2  4  T.  R.  666  ;  2  R.  R.  495. 
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"  no  monopoly.  The  ferry  is  unconnected  with  the  occupation 
"  of  land,  and  exists  only  in  respect  of  the  persons  using  the  right 
"  of  way.  The  questions  whence  they  come  and  whither  they  go 
"  are  irrelevant  to  the  exercise  of  that  right,  and  the  ferryman 
"  has  no  inchoate  right  in  respect  of  any  of  them  unless  they 
"  come  to  his  passage.  Such  being  the  nature  of  a  ferry,  the 
"  notion  that  a  large  area  of  land  should  be  subject  to  the 
"  servitude,  that  the  owners  and  occupiers  thereof  should  be 
"  prohibited  from  using  the  highway  of  the  Thames  as  they  may 
"  choose,  and  should  be  under  an  obligation  to  get  to  the  highway 
"  leading  from  Potter's  Stairs  across  to  Greenwich  only  there- 
"  from,  is  anomalous." 

The  above  case  was  an  action  for  infringement  of  plaintiffs" 
ancient  ferry  by  carrying  in  the  line  of  and  near  to  it.  The 
evidence  showed  a  right  of  ferry  in  plaintiffs  from  a  point 
in  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  called  Potter's  Ferry,  to  Greenwich, 
and  that  down  to  1812  there  was  only  one  public  road 
across  the  island — i.e.  from  Poplar  to  Potter's  Ferry — but 
that  since  then  many  houses,  &c.  had  been  built  in  the 
island.  Defendants  erected  a  pier  1280  yards  from  Potter's 
Ferry  Stairs,  and  by  means  of  a  steamboat  carried  passengers 
therefrom  to  Greenwich  without  any  intention  of  diverting 
passengers  from  plaintiff's  ferry.  There  was  no  public  road 
from  this  new  district  to  Potter's  Ferry : — Held,  that  the  evi- 
dence only  established  a  right  of  ferry  from  Potter's  Ferry  to 
Greenwich,  and  not  from  the  whole  Isle  of  Dogs,  and  did  not  show 
an  actionable  disturbance  of  plaintiffs'  ferry,  though  defendants 
might  have  occasionally  carried  a  person  who  came  from  Poplar. 

Building  a  bridge  in  the  line  of  or  close  to  an  ancient 
ferry  is  not  a  disturbance  of  the  ferry  owner's  franchise, 
though  this  opinion  was  once  expressed  in  Reg.  v.  Cambrian 
Railway.1  This  decision  was  overruled  by  Hopkins  v.  Great 
Northern  Railway,'2  in  which  the  rights  and  duties  of  ferries 
are  very  clearly  stated  by  Mellish,  L.  J.  In  this  case  a 
railway  company  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  constructed 
across  a  river,  half  a  mile  above  an  ancient  ferry,  a  rail- 
way bridge  and  foot  bridge,  the  foot  bridge  being  used  by 
persons  going  to  the  railway  station  and  also  to  other  places. 
The   traffic   across    the    ferry   consequently    fell   off,   and   the 


1  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  422. 

2  2  Q.  B.  D.  225  ;  46  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  263  ; 


36  L.  T.  Si>8  (l*.  A.). 
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ferry  was  given  up,  and  on  the  claim  for  compensation  by  the 
owners  under  the  Lands  and  Railways  Clauses  Compensation 
Acts  (8  Vict.  c.  18,  and  8  Vict.  c.  20),  it  was  held  (reversing  the 
decision  of  the  Queen's  Bench  Division),  that  no  compensation 
could  be  recovered, — since,  1st,  An  action  could  not  have  been 
maintained  for  disturbance  of  the  ferry  in  respect  of  the  traffic 
either  by  the  railway  or  the  foot  bridge,  if  they  had  been  erected 
without  the  authority  of  an  Act ;  2nd,  On  the  ground  that,  the 
injury  to  the  ferry  being  occasioned,  not  by  the  construction,  but 
by  the  working  of  the  railway,  the  ferry  had  not  been  injuriously 
affected  within  the  Lands  Glauses  Act  or  the  Bailways  Glauses  Act. 
Mellish,  L.  J.,  who  delivered  the  judgment  of  the  Court,1 
reviewing  the  facts  of  the  case,  said :  "  We  will  consider  first 
that  which  is  by  far  the  most  important, — whether  an  action 
could  have  been  maintained  in  respect  6f  the  diversion  of  traffic 
caused  by  the  railway  bridge.  Now,  in  order  that  such  an 
action  may  be  maintained,  it  is  clearly  not  sufficient  for  the 
owner  of  the  ferry  to  prove  that  something  has  been  done  by 
which  traffic  has  been  diverted  from  his  ferry.  He  must  prove 
that  his  right  has  been  violated.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  particular  owner  of  a 
description  of  monopoly,2  which  the  law  allows  to  be  created  ferry  is  the 

owner  of  a 

from  its  being  presumed  to  be  for  the  public  advantage ;  and  particular 
to  maintain  an  action  he  must  prove  that  the  defendants  have  ^"wSytor1 
in  substance  done  that  which  he  has  the  sole  right  to  do.    Now  the  pubiu- 
we  apprehend  that  the  owner  of  a  ferry  has  not  a  grant  of  an  *l v*^  ag° . 

^r  .  -i-i  i        But  has  not  a 

exclusive  right  of  carrying  passengers  and  goods  across  the  grant  of 
stream  by   any  means  whatever,   but   only  a  grant  of  an  ™™y™£^ 
exclusive  right  to  carry  them  across  by  means  of   a  ferry,  whatever. 
In  Payne  v.  Partridge?  it  was  laid  down  that  the  owner  of  a 
ferry  could  not  himself  build  a  bridge  in  substitution  for  the 
ferry, — which  seems  a  clear  decision  that  he  has  not  a  grant 
of  every  mode  of  carrying  goods  and  passengers  across ;  for  if 
he  had,  he  would  surely  be  entitled,  if  not  bound,  to  provide 
the  best  means  of  crossing.     The  first  grantee  of  the  ferry  is  conditions  of 
supposed  to  have  represented  to  the  Crown  that  it  would  be  for  graut«  from 
the  public  advantage  that  a  ferry  should  be  established  in  the 
particular  locality,  and  then,  in  consideration  of  the  grantee 
undertaking  perpetually  to  keep  up  the  ferry,  the  Crown  has 
granted  to  him  the  exclusive  right  of  ferrying  within  certain 

i  Lord  Coleridge,  C.  J.,  Mellish,  L.  J,,       Gootlen,  L.  U.,  2  Eq.  123,  for  which  see 
Brett  and  Amphlett,  JJ.  A.  ante,  p.  505. 

s  Cf.  Kindersley,  V.-C,  in  Letton  v.  s  1  Salk.  12. 


510 


OF   FERRIES  AND   BRIDGES. 


Extent  of 
protection 
afforded  bv 
the  Crown  to 
its  grantee. 


No  action  for 
violations  of 
right  other- 
wise than  by 
raeaus  of 
boats. 


"  limits.  There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  this  transaction 
"  which  would  lead  me  to  believe  that  the  Crown  intended  to 
' '  guarantee,  or  had  power  to  guarantee,  the  grantee  of  the 
"  ferry  against  changes  of  circumstances  and  future  discoveries 
"  of  an  entirely  different  description  of  transit,  by  which  ferrying 
"  might  be  superseded.  The  Crown  professes  to  protect  the 
"  grantee  against  the  competition  of  other  persons  who  are  in 
"  the  same  line  of  business  and  do  the  same  thing  that  he  does  ; 
"  but  he  appears  to  run  the  risk  of  any  change  of  circumstances 
"  which  may  render  ferrying  at  that  place  useless. 

"  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  right  of  the  owner  of  a 
"  ferry  does  extend  somewhat  beyond  a  mere  right  to  bring  an 
"  action  against  persons  who  have  carried  goods  or  passengers 
"  for  hire  by  boat,  from  one  terminus  of  his  ferry  to  the  other ; 
"  and  it  is  necessary  to  examine  the  authorities,  for  the  purpose 
"  of  seeing  what  the  true  limit  of  the  right  is.     We  have  not 
"  been  able  to  discover  that  any  action  has  ever  been  brought 
"  by  the  owner  of  a  ferry  against  any  person  for  violating  his 
"  right,  otherwise  than   by  means  of  boats.     The  authorities, 
"both  old  and  new,  are  all  collected  in  Huzzeyv.  Field,1  and 
"Newton  v.  Cubitt,*  but   they  all  relate  to  alleged  infringe- 
"  ments  of  the  rights  of  the  owner  of  a  ferry,  by  means  of  boats. 
"  They  establish  that,  although  it  is  laid  down  in  a  very  early 
"  case,3  — '  If  I  have  a  ferry  by  prescription,  and  another  erects 
"  '  another  ferry  on  the  same  river  near  to  it,  by  which  my  ferry 
"'is  injured,  that  is  a  nuisance  to  me;  for  I  am  bound   to 
"  '  sustain  and  repair  the  ferry  for  the  ease  of  the  lieges  ;  other- 
"  '  wise  I  shall   be  grievously  amerced,' — and    there  are   other 
"authorities  to  the  same  effect;   yet  it  does  not  conclusively 
"  follow,  as  a  matter  of  law,  that,  because  a  new  ferry  diverts 
"  some  of  the  traffic  from  an  old  ferry,  it  is  actionable ;  and  it 
"  may  be  that  no  action  can  be  maintained  in  respect  of  the  new 
"  ferry,  if  it  has  been  set  up  bond  fide,  for  the  purpose  of  accom- 
"  modating  a  new   and  different  traffic  from  that  which  was 
"  accommodated  by  the  old  ferry.     In  Newton  v.  Cubitt*  there 
"  were  two  counts :  the  first  complaining  that  the  defendants  had 
"  carried   passengers  in  the  line  of  the   plaintiffs   ferry :  the 
"  second,  that  they  had  so  done  near  the  said  ferry,  for  the  pur- 
"  pose  of  evading  it ;  and  Mr.  Justice  Willes,  after  showing  that 


i  2  C.  M.  &  R.  432  ;  41  R.  R.  755. 

2  12  C.  B.,  N.  S.  32  ;  31  L.  J.,  C.  P. 
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"the  defendants  had  not  carried  passengers  in  the  line  of  the 
"  plaintiffs  ferry,  says  :  '  The  second  count,  charging  that  the 
"  '  defendants  carried  near  the  line  of  ferry,  for  the  purpose  of 
"  '  evading  it,  raises  another  question.  The  owner  of  the  ferry 
" '  has  a  cause  of  action  for  carrying  in  the  line  of  the  ferry, 
"  '  whether  it  be  done  directly  or  indirectly.  He  has  a  right  to 
"  '  the  transport  of  the  passengers  using  the  way ;  and  if  the 
"  *  alleged  wrongdoer  makes  a  landing-place  near  to  the  ferry  land- 
"  *  ing-place,  so  as  to  be  in  substance  the  same,  making  no 
" '  material  difference  to  travellers,  such  a  wrongdoer  would  be 
"  '  guilty  of  the  wrong  complained  of  in  the  second  count ;  he 
" '  would  indirectly  carry  in  the  line  of  the  plaintiffs  ferry.' 1 
"  Further  on  he  says:  'The  principle  by  which  to  decide, 
"  '  whether  the  proximity  of  a  new  passage  across  the  water  to  an 
"  *  ancient  ferry  is  actionable,  has  not  been  clearly  laid  down. 
"  '  It  seems  reasonable  to  infer  that  if  the  franchise  of  a  ferry  is 
"  '  established  for  facility  of  passage,  and  if  the  monopoly  is  given 
"'to  secure  convenient  accommodation,  a  change  of  circum- 
"  '  stances  creating  new  highways  on  land  would  carry  with  it  a 
"  '  right  to  continue  the  line  of  those  ways  across  a  water  high- 
"  '  way ;  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  single  landing-place  which 
"  *  sufficed  for  an  uninhabited  marsh,  would  be  utterly  inade- 
"  '  quate  for  several  towns  thronged  with  industrial  mechanics.' 
"  Now  this  being  the  result  of  the  authorities,  it  seems  to  us  by 
"  no  means  clear  that  a  person  building  a  bridge  over  a  stream, 
"  even  in  the  line  of  a  ferry,  would  be  liable  to  an  action  by  the 
"  owner  of  the  ferry.  It  is  true  that  the  opening  a  new  bridge 
"  might  be  as  prejudicial,  or  indeed,  much  more  prejudicial,  to 
"  the  property  of  the  owner  of  the  ferry,  than  the  setting  up  of 
"  a  rival  ferry  ;  but  one  does,  and  the  otter  does  not,  involve  the 
"  direct  doing  of  the  very  thing,  the  exclusive  right  to  do  which 
"  has  been  granted  to  the  owner  of  the  ferry ;  and  it  seems  to  be 
"  extending  the  principle  of  liability  for  an  indirect  violation  of 
"  the  rights  of  the  owner  of  a  ferry  to  an  unreasonable  extent,  to 
"  hold  that  it  extends  to  make  a  person  liable  to  action,  who  has 
"  not  ferried  or  carried  passengers  by  boat  at  all." 

After  noticing  that  the  railway  bridge  in  question  did  not  join 
the  highway  on  which  one  terminus  of  the  ferry  was  situate  to  the 
highway  on  which  the  other  terminus  was  situate,  and  that  the 
passengers  and  goods  conveyed  over  the  railway  bridge  did  not 

1  12  C.  B.,  N.  S.  at  p.  59  ;  31  L.  J.,  0.  P.,  at  p.  253. 
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use  the  highway  on  each  side  of  the  river  adjoining  the  ferry  at 
all,  his  Lordship  points  out  that  the  passages  cited  from    Mr. 
Justice  Willes'  judgment  in  Newton  v.  Cubitt  seem  strongly  in 
the  defendants'  favour,  and  continues:  "From  what  is  there 
"said,  it  would  follow  that,  even  if  the  railway  bridge  had  never 
"  been  made,  but  the  railway  company  had  established  a  new 
"  ferry  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  goods  and  passengers  from 
"  their  railway  on  one  side  of  the  river,  to  their  railway  on  the 
"other  side,  it  would  not  have  been  actionable,  for  the  railway 
"  would  have  been  a  new  highway  on  land,  which  a  change  of 
"circumstances  had  rendered  necessary,  and  it  would  be  reason  - 
"  able  that  the  new  highway  should  be  allowed  to  be  continued 
"  over  the  water  highway." 
Question  of  Further  on  his  Lordship  thus  comments  on  the  question  of  com- 

compensation   pensation  to  the  owners  of  ferries  in  such  cases.     "  There  is 

to  owners  of      r 

ferries  for  "  another  consideration  which  seems  to  us  to  be  in  favour  of  the 
tion  of  new  "  defendants.  If  owners  of  ferries  are  held  entitled  to  compensa- 
highways         "  tion,  they  will  certainly  form  a  singular  exception  to  all  other 

"  persons  who  were  the  owners  of  highways  or  had  a  legal  interest 
"  in  the  profits  to  be  derived  from  the  use  of  highways  before  rail- 
"  ways  were  invented.  It  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  enumerate 
"  the  different  classes  of  persons  who  had  a  legal  interest  in 
"  the  old  highways,  and  who  have  suffered  loss  from  the  diver- 
"  sion  of  traffic  from  those  highways  to  railways;  proprietors  of 
"  canals,  turnpike  trustees,  holders  of  turnpike  bonds,  trustees  of 
"river  navigations,  and  holders  of  bonds  secured  on  their  tolls, 
"have  all  suffered  great  losses  from  the  diversion  of  traffic  to 
"  railways,  and  have  received  no  compensation.  No  doubt  their 
"  rights  have  not  been  infringed,  though  their  property  has  been 
"  affected.  They  weref  all  in  substance  the  owners  of  particular 
"  kinds,  of  highway.  If  any  person  used  their  highway  without 
"  their  permission,  without  paying  their  toll,  the  law  gave  them 
"  a  remedy ;  but  they  had  no  remedy  for  a  diversion  of  traffic 
"  caused  by  the  invention  of  a  better  kind  of  highway.  Is  the 
"  owner  of  a  ferry  in  a  different  position  ?  We  think  he  is  not. 
"  We  think  he  also  is  the  owner  of  a  particular  description  of 
"  highway,  who  is  entitled  to  his  legal  remedy  if  anybody  infringes 
"  upon  his  right,  or  uses  his  highway,  without  paying  his  toll; 
"but  that  he,  like  the  others,  must  bear  the  loss  occasioned  by 
"  the  diversion  of  traffic  caused  by  the  introduction  of  rail- 
"  ways.     Another  class  of  persons  interested  in  highways  may  be 
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"  referred  to,  more  analogous  to  the  owners  of  ferries.  The  Crown  Prerogative 
"  had  exactly  the  same  prerogative  respecting  bridges  that  it  had  ^  rejects* 
"respecting  ferries.     Suppose  that  the  Crown  had,  in  considera-  owners  of 

r  .  bridges  simi- 

"  tion  of  a  person  undertaking  to  keep  perpetually  in  repair  a  iar  to  that  as 

"bridge  over  a  stream  carrying  a  highway,  granted  to   such  tofernes- 

"person  and  his  heirs  a  reasonable  toll  in  respect  of  all  persons 

"  and  goods  passing  over  the  bridge ;  or,  in  other  words,  assume 

"  the  existence  of  a  good  toll  thorough  in  respect  of  a  bridge.  The 

"  owner  of  the  toll  would  be  possessed  of  a  franchise  exactly 

"  similar  to  that  of  the  owner  of  a  ferry,  and  would  be  liable  to 

"  be  indicted  if  he  did  not  keep  the  bridge  in  repair  ;   but  would 

"  he  be  entitled  to  compensation  on  account  of  traffic  being 

" diverted  from  his  bridge  by  a  new  railway?     It  is  difficult  to 

"  suppose  that  he  would,  for  his  right  to  receive  toll  in  respect  of 

"  all  persons  and  goods  passing  over  his  bridge  has  not  been 

"  violated  in  the  least.      On  the  whole  we  are  of  opinion  that  no 

"  action  could  have  been  maintained  by  the  plaintiff  in  respect  of 

"  the  railway  bridge  if  it  had  been  opened  without  the  authority 

"  of  an  Act  of  Parliament/1  Their  Lordships  held,  that  Newton  v. 

Cubitt  governed  also  the  question  of  the  footbridge,  and  ordered 

judgment  with  costs  to  be  entered  for  the  defendants. 

From  the  above  remarks  it  will  be  evident  that  the  owner  of  a 
ferry  enjoys  a  monopoly  with  respect  to  a  certain  class  of 
highway,  and  that  though  entitled  to  maintain  an  action  for 
infringement  of  his  right,  he  cannot  do  so  for  loss  of  traffic 
caused  by  a  new  highway  by  bridge  or  ferry  made  to  provide  for 
a  new  traffic. 

As  was  stated  above,  the  owner  of  a  ferry  is  liable  for  injury  Liability  of 
to  the  rights  of  subjects  of  the  realm  for  wilful  obstruction  or  owners  oT 

neglect  of  duty.1  ferries  for 

injury  by 

In  Willoughby  v.  Horridge?  the  lessees  of  a  ferry  provided  negligence. 
steamboats  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  goods,  and  cattle, 
and  also  slips  for  landing  and  embarking  them,  which  were 
generally  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  It  was  held,  that  they 
were  liable  for  an  injury  to  a  passenger's  horse  in  consequence 
of  the  side  rail  of  the  landing  slip  (of  the  dangerous  state  of  which 
they  had  been  forewarned)  giving  way,  although  the  horse  was 
at  the  time  under  the  owner's  control  and  management. 

1  See  ante,  p.  602  ;  Stephen's  Black-      Roll.  Abr.  140. 
stone,  vol.  i.  pp.  683,684  ;  Willes, 512,n.;  *  12  C.  B.  742. 

Payne  v.  Partridge,   1   Show.  231  ;  2 

l.w.  33 
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A  common 
carrier  by 
water  is  on 
the  same 
footing  as  one 
on  land,  and 
does  not  in- 
sure against 
the  irresistible 
act  of  nature. 


Neglect  of 
duty  will 
not  justify 
disturbance. 


A  steam  ferry-boat  continuing  to  cross  and  recross  the 
Mersey  during  a  dense  fog  takes  upon  herself  the  responsibility 
incident  to  such  a  course,  and  is  not  entitled  to  set  up  public 
convenience  against  the  probability  of  loss  of  life  and  property, 
but  she  will  be  liable  for  any  damage  done  to  other  vessels  with 
which  she  may  come  into  collision,  provided  those  vessels  take 
the  precautions  required  by  law  to  warn  her  of  their  position.1 

A  common  carrier  by  water  stands  on  the  same  footing  as  a 
common  carrier  by  land.2 

The  carrier  does  not  insure  against  the  irresistible  act  of 
nature,  nor  against  defects  in  the  thing  carried  itself,  or  both 
taken  together ;  and  if  he  can  show  that  either  the  act  of 
nature  or  the  defect  of  the  thing  itself,  or  both  taken  together, 
formed  the  6ole,  direct,  and  irresistible  cause  of  the  loss,  he  is 
discharged.3 

In  Walker  v.  Jackson,  it  was  held,  that  a  contract  to  carry 
and  land  a  carriage  and  jewellery,  could  not  be  implied  from  the 
mere  character  of  the  defendants  as  owners  of  the  ferry,  but 
that  it  was  a  question  for  the  jury  whether  there  was  in  fact 
such  a  contract.4  The  plaintiff  went  on  board  defendants'  steam 
ferry-boat  with  his  horse  and  carriage,  paying  defendants'  charge 
for  a  light  four-wheeled  phaeton.  Jewellery  and  watches  of 
great  value  were  in  a  box  under  the  seat,  which  defendants  did 
not  know.  The  carriage  was  taken  safely  across  the  river,  but 
on  landing  fell  into  the  river  and  the  jewellery  was  injured.  It 
was  held,  that  the  plaintiff's  right  of  action  was  not  affected  by 
his  not  having  communicated  the  fact  that  the  jewellery  was  in 
the  carriage :  that  if  a  contract  to  land  was  established,  it  was  a 
question  for  the  jury  whether  the  landing  was  complete  under 
the  circumstances;  and  also  that  to  rebut  usage  to  take  and 
land  carriages,  a  notice  not  visible  to  those  who  came  in 
carriages,  that  defendants  did  not  undertake  to  land  carriages 
and  would  be  responsible  for  no  injury,  was  not  admissible. 

To  an  action  on  the  case  for  disturbance  of  the  plaintiff's 
ferry  by  the  defendant  plying  a  boat  from  and  to  the  same 
places,  from  and  to  which  the  plaintiff's  ferry  plies,  it  is  no 
answer  to  prove  that  plaintiff  had  neglected  his  ferry  to  the 
inconvenience  of  the  public  before  the  establishment  of  that 


*•  The  Lancashire,  2  Asp.  202. 
*  Rich  ▼.  Kneeland,   Cro.  Jac.  330  ; 
Hob.  17. 
8  Nugent  v.  Smith,  1  C.  P.  D.  423  ;  see 


the  judgments  in  this  case,  in  which  the 
law  as  to  the  liability  of  carriers  was 
fully  reviewed. 
M0H.JC  W.  161. 
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of  the  defendant,  or  to  show  that  2d.  had  been  of  late 
demanded  and  taken  by  the  plaintiff,  whereas  formerly  only 
Id.  was  taken.1 

Anguish  v.  Ebden 2  was  an  action  for  toll  brought  by  the  owner  Ferry  tolls. 
of  an  ancient  ferry,  at  the  trial  of  which  it  transpired  that  the 
plaintiff  had  leased  the  tolls  of  the  ferry  for  a  term  of  years, 
but  that  the  lease  was  not  under  seal.  The  counsel  for  the 
defendant  submitted  that  the  plaintiff  should  be  nonsuited ;  but 
the  learned  judge  was  of  opinion  that  tolls  lying  in  grant  and 
not  in  tenure,  no  interest  in  law  passed  by  the  agreement  for 
letting  the  tolls  because  it  was  not  under  seal,  and  that  the 
action  was  therefore  maintainable.  If  the  plaintiff  had  sued  for 
an  injury  done  to  his  interest  as  a  reversioner  in  the  ferry,  he 
would  have  been  defeated  for  want  of  proof  of  an  existing  valid 
lease.     The  plaintiff  recovered. 

Lord  Coke8  defines  "passage"  as  a  ferry  for  the  passage  of 
men  and  cattle  over  water,  for  which  the  owner  has  a  toll ;  but 
it  has  been  said  in  an  old  case 4  that  a  ferry  is  in  respect  of 
the  landing-place,  and  not  of  the  water.  The  water  may  belong 
to  one  and  the  ferry  to  another, — as  it  is  of  ferries  on  the 
Thames,  where  in  some  places  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
has  the  ferry,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  the  interest  in  the 
water.5 

The  individuals  or  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  particular  town 
may,  by  custom,6  have  a  right  of  passage  over  a  ferry  without 
paying  toll ;  for  such  a  custom  may  reasonably  have  had  its 
origin  in  an  agreement  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  should 
be  at  the  charge  of  procuring  the  grant,  and  that,  in  considera- 
tion of  that,  another  should  provide  a  boat  and  take  toll  at  the 
ferry  of  all  but  the  inhabitants,  and  that  they  should  pass  toll 
free.  Such  an  agreement  would  be  good  at  this  day,  and  the 
interest  of  the  owner  of  the  ferry  would  be  encumbered  with 
the  discharge  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  from  toll  for  passing 
over  the  ferry  in  his  boat.7 

i  Peter  v.  Kendal,  6  B.  &  C.  708  ;  30  Gunning,  p.  106. 

R.  R.  504  ;  see  Gunning  on  Tolls,  p.  110.  4  Inhabitants  of  Ipswieh  v.  Browne, 

See  also  Anguish  v.  Ebden,  Bury  Sum-  Saville,  11  ;  see  Gunning  on  Tolls,  p.  106. 

mer  Assizes,  1830,  cor.  Parke,  J.  •  Gunning,  p.  106. 

9  Bury  Summer    Assizes,    1830,   cor.  8  Cf.  as  to  this  custom  Goodman  v. 

Parke,  J.    Cf .  Duke  of  Somerset  v.  Fog-  Mayor  of  Saltash,  7  App.  Cas.  633 ;  ante, 

well,  5  B.  &  C.  875  ;  29  R.  R.  449  ;  R.  v.  p.  337. 

North    D^tfield,    3   M.  &  S.  247 ;    see  1  Payne  ▼.  Partridge,  Carth.  191  ;  1 

Gunning,  p.  111.    As  to  tolls  generally,  Show.  243,  255  ;  3  Mod.  289 ;  1  Salk.  12 ; 

see  post,  Chap.  IX.  Comb.   180  ;    Holt,    6  ;    see    Gunning, 

'  In  Jehu  JebVs  case,  8  Rep.  46  ;  see  p.  107. 
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Definition. 


Repair  at 
common  law 
in  early  times 
part  of  the 
trinoda 
tteeessittts. 


Statutory 
provisions. 
Magna 
Gharta. 


22  Hen.  VIII. 
c.  5. 


Sect.  2. 


Bridges. 

Wharton 1  defines  a  bridge  to  be  "  a  building  of  brick,  stoner 
"  wood,  or  iron  across  a  river,  ditch,  valley,  or  other  place  for 
"  the  convenience,  ease,  and  benefit  of  travellers." 

In  early  times  the  expense  of  repairing  bridges  was  part  of  the 
trinoda  necessitas,  to  which,  in  accordance  with  feudal  laws,  every 
man's  estate  was  subject, — viz.  expeditio  contra  hostem,  arcium 
constructio,  et  pontium  reparation  According  to  Blackstone,*  the 
reparation  of  bridges  included  that  of  roads ;  and  hence  every 
parish  is  bound  to  keep  the  high  roads  passing  through  it,  and, 
consequently,  the  bridges,  in  good  and  sufficient  repair.  But 
while  the  care  of  roads  still  devolves  on  parishes,  that  of  bridges 
has  passed  for  the  most  part  to  the  counties  at  large  in  which 
they  are  situate.4 

By  Magna  Gharta,6  it  was  provided  "  that  no  town  or  freeman 
"  shall  be  distrained  to  make  bridges  nor  banks  but  such  as  of 
"  old  time  and  of  right  have  accustomed  to  make  them  in  the 
"  time  of  King  Henry  our  grandfather;  " — and  the  liability  of 
individuals  or  particular  places  to  repair  ratione  tenura*  was 
thus  fixed,  and  the  feudal  burthen  somewhat  alleviated.  The 
liability  of  the  county  at  common  law  to  repair  was  fully  affirmed7 
by  the  passing  of  22  Hen.  VIII.  c.  5,8  whereby  "  justices  of 
"  peace  "  were  "  empowered  to  inquire  of  repairs  of  bridges  and 
"  award  process  against  offenders  as  the  king's  justices  of  his 
"  bench  used  commonly  to  do,  or  as  it  shall  seem  by  their  discre- 
"  tion  to  be  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  speedy  amendment 
"of  such  bridges"  (sect.  1).  By  sect  2,  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  persons  shall  be  liable  to  the  repair  of  bridges,  it  is  enacted 
— 1st,  that  if  the  said  bridges  are  without  a  city  or  town  cor- 
porate, they  shall  be  made  by  the  inhabitants  "  of  the  shire  or 
"  riding  within  which  the  said  bridge  decayed  shall  happen  to 


1  Wharton's  Law  Lexicon,  4th  ed. 
p.  144. 

3  Stephen's  Blackstone,  vol.  iii.  6th 
ed.  p.  242  ;  Bl.  Com.  16th  ed.  vol.  i. 
p.  357. 

3  Bl.  Com.  vol.  i.  p.  357.  As  in  the 
Roman  law  :  "  ad  instructiones  repara- 
"tionesque  itinerum  et  pontium  nullum 
"genus  hominum,  nulliusque  dignitatis 
"ac  venerationis  meritis  cessare  opor- 
"tet;"c.  11,  74,4. 

4  Stephen's  Blackstone,  6th  ed.  vol.  iii. 
p.  242  ;  Viner's  Abridgment,  Bridges ; 


and  see  Re  Newport  Bridge,  2  EU.  & 
Ell  377 

**9Hen.  III.  c.  15  (Ruff.). 

6  See  Baker  v.  Greenhill.  3  Q.  B.  148  ; 
Reg.  v.  Bedfordshire,  4  Ell  &  BL  535  ; 
Stephen's  Blackstone,  vol.  iii.  p.  242  ; 
see  post,  p.  538  :  Mag.  Car.  9  Hen.  III. 
c.  15,  applies  only  to  the  making  and  not 
to  the  repairing  of  bridges ;  Rex  v. 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  5  Burr.  2594. 

"'  1  Bl.  Com.  p.  357,  n.  15. 

8  An  Act  concerning  the  amendment 
of  bridges  in  highways. 
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" be;  "  2nd,  " If  within  the  city  or  town  corporate,  then  by  the 
"  inhabitants  of  every  such  city  or  town  corporate  ;  "  and  3rd, 
"  If  part  of  any  such  bridges  decayed  happen  to  be  one  in  one 
"  shire,  riding,  city  or  town  corporate,  and  the  other  part  thereof 
"  in  another  shire,  riding,  city,  or  town  corporate,  or  if  part  be 
"  within  the  limits  of  any  city  or  town  corporate,  and  part 
"  without  or  part  within  one  riding  and  part  within  another, 
"  that  then,  in  every  such  case,  the  inhabitants  of  the  shires, 
"  ridings,  or  towns  corporate  shall  be  charged  and  chargeable  to 
"  amend,  make,  and  repair  such  part  and  portion  of  such  bridges 
"  so  decayed  as  shall  be  and  be  within  the  limits  of  the  shire, 
"  riding,  city,  or  town  corporate  wherein  they  be  inhabited  at  the 
"  time  of  the  same  decays." 

Sect.  7  makes  provision  for  the  repairing  of  highways  at  the  22  Hen.  viii. 
end,  making  the  liability  for  repair  extend  to  "  such  part  and  c"  ' 8'  ' 
"portion  of  the  highways  in  every  part  of  this  realm  as  well 
"  within  franchise  as  without,  as  lie  next  adjoining  to  any  ends 
"  of  any  bridges  within  this  realm  distant  from  any  of  the  said 
"  ends  by  the  space  of  800  feet." l 

Of  the  numerous  important  statutes  relating  to  bridges,2  the  5  * 6  wm- 

XV,  c  ou, 
1  Cf.  11.  v.  W.  Riding,  Yorkshire,  2  pair  and  maintenance  of  bridges,   but   s,  31. 
.  East,  342  ;  6  R.  R.  439  ;  R.  v.  lnhabi-  that  such  assessments  are  to  be  levied 
tants  of  the  County  of  Kent,  2  M.  &  S.  by  the  constable  of  each  parish,  town- 
Si  3  ;  15  R.  R.  330 ;  Rex  v.  West  Riding  ship,  hamlet,  or  vill  in  such  manner  as 
of  Yorkshire,  7  East,  588  ;  8  R.  R.  688  ;  the  said  justices  may  direct,  and  are 
Bl.  Com.  vol.  i.  p.  357,  note  15.    See  then  to  be  paid  to  the  high  constables 
also  post,  p.  536.  of  hundreds,  who  are  in  their  turn  to 
*  The    following    are    some    of    the  pay    the    same    to    such    person    and 
principal : —  persons  as  the  said  justices  by  their 
1(            f       10,.    D   -      1Q.  order  at  sessions  shall  appoint  to  be 
1  A**,  rf.  1,  c.  12  (mKuff.o.  18).  treasurers  and  receivers  of  the  same. 

"  An  Act  to  explain  and  alter  the  Act  The  assessments  are  to  be  levied  by 

•'made  in  the  22  Hen.  VIII.  concerning  distress  and  the  sale  of  goods  of  every 

"  repairing  and  amending  of  bridges  in  person  so  assessed  not  paying  the  same 

''  the  highways,  and  for  repealing  an  within  ten  days  after  demand,  rendering 

"  Act  made  in  23  Q.  Eliz.  for  the  re-  the  overplus  of  the  value  of  the  goods 

''  edifying    of    Cardiff    Bridge    in    the  so  distrained  to  the  owner  or  owners 

"  county  of   Glamorgan,  and  also  for  thereof,  the  necessary  charges  of  making 

"  changing  the  day  of  election  of  the  and  selling  such  distress  being  first  de- 

"  wardens  and  assistants  of  Rochester  ducted. 

"  Bridge."  By  sect.  3,  high  constables,  church- 
Sect.  1  recites  22  Hen.  VIII.  c.  5,  and  wardens,  &c,  neglecting  to  assess,  &c, 
states  that  the  mode  of  collecting  and  are  subject  to  a  penalty  of  40*.,  and 
taking  money  for  the  repair  of  bridges  every  treasurer,  unduly  paying  money, 
established  thereby  (viz.,  through  con-  to  a  penalty  of  5/. 
stable  or  two  honest  inhabitants)  had  Fines,  &c,  are  to  be  returned  into  the 
been  found  veiy  troublesome,  burden-  Exchequer,  paid  to  treasurers  appointed 
some  and  chargeable  to  the  several  by  quarter  sessions,  and  applied  in  repair 
counties,  cities,  towns  corporate,  ridings  of  bridges,  &c.  (sect.  4). 
and  divisions.  Sect.  5  provides  that  matters  con- 
Sect.  3  therefore  proceeds  to  enact,  cerning  such  repairs  are  to  be  deter- 
that  the  justices  at  general  or  quarter  mined  in  the  county  where  they  lie, 
sessions    may    assess    towns    for    re-  and  not  elsewhere ;   and  that  no  pre- 


518 


OF    FERBIES   AND   BRIDGES. 


5  iC  6  Will.  IV.  c.  50  (The  Highways  Act,  1885),  requires  to  be 
noticed.  By  sect.  21  it  is  enacted,  "  That  if  any  bridge  shall 
"  hereafter  be  built,  which  bridge  shall  be  liable  by  law  to  be 
"  repaired  by  and  at  the  expense  of  any  connty  or  part  of  & 
"  county,  then  and  in  such  case  all  highways  leading  to,  passing 
"  over,  and  next  adjoining  to  such  bridge  shall  be  from  time  to 
"  time  repaired  by  the  parish,  person,  or  body  politic  or  cor- 
"  porate,  or  trustees  of  a  turnpike  road  who  were  by  law  before 
"  the  erection  of  the  said  bridge  bound  to  repair  the  said  high- 


sentment  or  indictmeDt  for  not  repairing 
such  bridges  or  the  highways  at  the  end 
of  such  bridges  shall  be  removed  by 
certiorari  out  of  the  said  county  into 
any  other  court. 

Sect.  6  regulates  the  allowance  made 
to  pereons  executing  the  Act.  and  sect.  7 
permits  parties  in  actions  under  the  Act 
to  plead  the  general  issue. 

Sect.  8  provides  that  neither  this  Act 
nor  any  thing  therein  contained,  shall 
excuse  or  discharge  any  particular  per- 
sons, estates  or  places  from  repairing 
any  bridge  which  they  have  heretofore 
usually  repaired. 

43  Geo.  III.  t.  59. 

uAn  Act  for  remedying  certain 
"defects  in  the  laws  relative  to  the 
"building  and  repairing  of  county 
"bridges  and  other  works  maintained 
"at  the  expense  of  the  inhabitants  of 
"the  counties  in  England"  (1803). 

This  Act,  called  Lord  Ellenborough's 
Act,  was  passed  in  consequence  of  the 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench 
in  Bex  v.  West  Hiding,  Yorkshire  (2 
East,  342  ;  6  R.  R.  439). 

Sect.  1  empowers  surveyors  of  county 
bridges  to  get  materials  for  the  repair  of 
bridges  in  the  same  manner  as  surveyors 
of  turnpike  roads,  and  to  remove  ob- 
structions and  annoyances  therefrom 
in  the  same  manner  as  surveyors  are 
entitled  to  do  under  13  Geo.  III.  c.  78. 

By  sect.  2,  the  justices  at  quarter 
sessions  may  make  orders  for  the 
widening  and  altering  the  situation  of 
county  bridges,  and  may  purchase  land 
for  such  purposes. 

By  sect.  3,  it  is  enacted  that  the  right 
and  property  of  all  tools,  implements, 
timber,  bricks,  stones,  gravel,  and  other 
materials  purchased,  gotten,  or  had,  or 
to  be  purchased,  gotten,  or  had,  by  the 
order  of  the  justices  in  counties,  or  the 
surveyor  of  county  bridges,  shall  be 
vested  in  the  said  surveyor. 

The  inhabitants  of  counties  shall 
and  may,  by  sect.  4,  sue  for  damages 


done  to  bridges,  Ace.,  in  the  name  of 
their  surveyor,  and  shall  and  may  be 
sued  in  his  name  ;  provided  always  that 
every  such  surveyor  in  whose  name  any 
action  or  suit  shall  be  commenced,  prose- 
cuted, or  defended  in  pursuance  of  this 
Act  shall  always  be  reimbursed  and 
paid  out  of  the  monies  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  public  stock  of  such 
county  respectively  all  such  costs  and 
charges  as  he  shall  be  put  unto  or 
become  chargeable  with  by  reason  of 
his  being  so  made  plaintiff  or  defendant 
therein,  and  also  all  the  costs  and 
charges  of  prosecuting  any  indictment 
or  indictments,  or  other  proceedings 
against  any  person  or  persons  whom- 
soever. 

Sect.  5  describes  the  bridges  which 
inhabitants  of  counties  shall  be  liable 
to  repair  and  maintain,  it  being  pro- 
vided that  such  bridge  must  be  erected 
in  a  substantial  and  commodious  man- 
ner, under  the  direction  or  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  county  surveyor,  or 
persons  appointed  by  the  justices  of 
the  peace  at  the  general  quarter  sessions 
assembled,  or  by  the  justices  of  the  peace 
of  the  county  of  Lancaster  at  their 
annual  general  sessions ;  see  R&  T- 
Derby,  3  B.  &  A.  147  ;  37  R.  R.  370; 
fax  v.  Lancashire,  2  B.  &  A.  813;  36 
R.  R.  753  ;  Rex  v.  Devon,  2  N.  &  & 
212 ;  39  R.  R.  507 ;  Beg.  v.  Glovcc*", 
Car.  &  M.  516  ;  Beg.  v.  8outka»fto* 
18  Q.  B.  841. 

Sect.  6  regulates  the  orders,  fa 
respecting  county  bridges  in  the  county 
of  York,  and 

Sect.  7  provides  that  the  Act  shall 
not  extend  to  bridges  repaired  by  reason 
of  tenure  or  by  prescription. 

Other  enactments  are  : — 22  Car.  2 
c.  12,  s.  2;  12  Geo.  11.  c.  29,  s.  14; 
14  Geo.  II.  c.  33;  13  Geo.  III.  c.78; 
52  Geo.  III.  c.  110  ;  64  Geo.  III.  c.90; 
55  Geo.  III.  c.  143.  See  Chambers 
"Law  relating  to  Highways  wri 
"  Bridges,"  passim,  for  a  digest  of  statutes 
and  cases  on  this  subject. 
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"  ways :  provided,  nevertheless,  that  nothing  herein  contained 
"  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  exonerate  or  discharge 
"  any  county  or  any  part  of  any  county  from  repairing  or 
"  keeping  in  repair  the  walls,  banks,  or  fences  of  the  raised 
"  causeways,  and  raised  approaches  to  any  such  bridge  or  the 
"  land  arches  thereof." l 

By  sect.  5  of  the  same  Act,  the  word  "  highway"  shall  be 
understood  to  mean  all  roads,  bridges  {not  being  county  bridges), 
carriage  ways,  cart  ways,  horse  ways,  bridle  ways,  foot  ways, 
causeways,  church  ways,  and  pavements ;  and  by  sect.  22,  it  is 
enacted  "  that  the  several  powers  and  authorities  hereby  vested 
"  in  the  surveyor  of  highways,  as  well  for  the  getting  of  materials 
"  as  the  preventing  and  removing  of  all  nuisances  and  annoy - 
"  ances,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  vested  in  the  surveyor 
"  of  county  bridges,  and  the  roads  at  the  ends  thereof  repairable 
"  therewith  ;  and  the  several  penalties,  forfeitures,  matters,  and 
"  things  in  this  Act  contained  relating  to  highways  shall  be  and 
"  the  same  are  hereby  extended  and  applied,  as  far  as  the  same 
"  are  applicable,  to  such  bridges,  and  the  roads  at  the  ends 
"  thereof  as  aforesaid,  the  said  surveyor  or  surveyors  of  county 
"  bridges  making  satisfaction  and  compensation  for  all  trespass 
"  and  damage  done  in  the  execution  of  the  powers  of  this  Act, 
"  in  such  and  the  same  manner  as  the  surveyors  of  highways 
"  are  required  to  make  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act." 

Sect.  38  of  24  Jk  25  Vict.  c.  97 2  enacts  that—"  Whosoever  shall 
"unlawfully  and  maliciously  pull  or  throw  down  or  in  anywise 
"destroy  any  bridge  (whether  over  any  stream  of  water  or  not), 
"  or  any  viaduct  or  aqueduct,  over  or  under  which  bridge,  viaduct 
"  or  aqueduct,  any  highway,  railway,  or  canal  shall  pass,  or  do 
"  any  injury  with  intent  and  so  as  thereby  to  render  such  bridge, 
"  viaduct,  or  aqueduct,  or  the  highway,  railway,  or  canal  passing 
"  over  or  under  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  dangerous  or  im- 
"  passable,  shall  be  guilty  of  felony,  and  being  convicted  thereof 
"  shall  be  liable,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  to  be  kept  in  penal 
"  servitude  for  life  or  for  any  term  not  less  than  three  years, — or  to 
"  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  notexceeding  two  years,  with  or  with- 
"  out  hard  labour,  and  with  or  without  solitary  confinement,  and  if 
"  a  male  under  the  ageof  sixteen  years,  with  or  without  whipping."  a 

1  Bee,    too,     Stephen's     Blackstone,  "relating  to  malicious  injuries  to  pro- 

vol.  iii.  p.  243.  "  perty." 

*  "  An  Act  to  consolidate  and  amend  3  Cf .  sects.  58,  73,  and  54  &  55  Vict. 

"  the  statute  law  of  England  and  Ireland  c.  69,  s.  1.     If  acts  of  this  kind  cause 
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33  &  34  Vict. 
c.  73,  s.  12. 


38  &  39  Vict, 
c.  55. 


56  &  57  Vict, 
c.  73. 


40  &  41  Vict. 
c.  14. 


41  &  42  Vict. 
c.  77. 


51  &  52  Vict. 
c.  4. 


By  sect.  12  of  88  iC  84  Vict.  c.  78,  it  is  provided  that  where  a 
turnpike  road  shall  become  an  ordinary  highway,  all  bridges 
which  were  previously  repaired  by  the  trustees  of  such  turnpike 
road  shall  become  county  bridges,  and  shall  be  kept  in  repair 
accordingly.1  Provided,  however,  that,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Act,  such  bridges  shall  be  treated  as  if  they  were  bridges  built 
subsequently  to  the  passing  of  the  Highways  Act,  1885. 

The  powers  of  surveyors  of  highways  and  of  vestries  under 
the  last  named  Act  were  vested  in  the  urban  authorities  by 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  who  were  also  empowered  to 
construct  or  adopt  public  bridges,  <fcc,  over  canals  and  railways 
and  by  agreement  with  the  proprietor  (sects.  144 — 148).  These 
powers  are  now,  however,  transferred  to  rural  district  councils 
by  sect.  25  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894,  which  declares 
such  councils  to  be  the  successors  of  the  rural  sanitary  authority 
and  highway  authority  and  also  to  exercise  all  powers,  duties 
and  liabilities  of  an  urban  sanitary  authority  under  sects. 
144—148  of  38  «£•  89  Viet.  c.  55. 

It  should  be  noted  that  by  sect.  1  of  40  t£  41  Vict.  c.  14,2 
it  is  enacted  that  on  the  trial  of  any  indictment  or  other  pro- 
ceeding for  the  non-repair  of  any  public  highway  or  bridge,  or 
for  a  nuisance  to  any  public  highway,  river,  or  bridge,  and  of 
any  other  indictment  or  proceeding  instituted  for  the  purpose  of 
trying  or  enforcing  a  civil  right  only,  every  defendant  to  such 
indictment  or  proceeding,  and  the  wife  or  husband  of  *any  such 
defendant,  shall  be  admissible  witnesses,  and  compellable  to  give 
evidence. 

Sect.  21  of  41  <C-  42  Vict.  c.  77  provides  that  certain  existing 
bridges .  may  be  accepted  by  county  authorities,  and  by  sect.  22, 
contributions  out  of  county  rates  towards  erecting  bridges 
may  be  made  by  the  county  authorities  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  sect.  5  of  84  Geo.  III.  c.  59.3 

Sect.  3  (viii.)  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  transfers  to 
the  county  councils  the  functions  previously  exercised  by  the 


death  the  offender  is  indictable  for 
murder  or  manslaughter  according  to 
the  amount  of  premeditation  ;  and  if 
done  with  murderous  intent,  even  if 
thev  fail,  they  are  indictable  under 
24  &  25  Vict.  c.  100,  s.  15  (Offences 
against  the  Person  Act,  1861). 

1  "  An  Act  to  continue  certain  Turn- 
pike Acts  in  Great  Britain,  to  repeal 
**  certain  other  Turnpike  Acts,  and  to 


u  make  further  provisions   concerning 
14  turnpike  roads"  (1870). 

2  "  An  Act  for  the  amendment  of  the 
"law  of  evidence  in  certain  cases  of 
"  misdemeanour." 

3  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  law  relating 
"  to  highways  in  England,  and  the  Acts 
"relating  to  locomotives  in  roads,  and 
"  for  other  purposes." 
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justices  in  quarter  sessions  with  respect  to  bridges  and  roads 
repairable  with  bridges,  and  "  any  powers  vested  by  the  High- 
"  ways  and  Locomotives  (Amendment)  Act,  1878  (41  d  42  Vict. 
"  c.  77),  in  the  county  authority  ;  "  and  they  are  empowered  by 
sect.  6  to  purchase,1  or  take  over  on  terms  to  be  agreed  on 
"  existing  bridges  not  being  at  present  county  bridges,  and  to 
"  erect  new  bridges,  and  to  maintain,  repair,  and  improve  any 
"  bridges  so  purchased,  taken  over,  or  erected."  By  sect.  11  (1) 
the  entire  maintenance  of  every  main  road  within  the  me^ping 
of  the  Highways  and  Locomotives  (Amendment)  Act,  1878 
(sect.  20  of  which  is,  by  sub-sect.  18,  to  apply  as  if  enacted  in 
the  Act),  inclusive  of  every  bridge  carrying  such  road  if  repair- 
able by  the  highway  authority,  is  vested  in  the  council  of  the 
county  in  which  the  road  is  situate,  which  is  to  have  the  same 
powers  for  the  purposes  of  such  maintenance  and  to  be  subject 
to  the  same  duties  as  a  highway  board,  and  may  also  exercise 
any  powers  vested  in  the  council  for  the  maintenance  and  repair 
of  bridges,  and  the  enactments  relating  to  highways  and  bridges 
shall  apply  accordingly.  The  Highways  and  Bridges  Act,  1891  54  &  65  Vict. 
(54  <£  55  Vict.  c.  68)  empowers  county  councils  to  make  and  carry  '  " 
into  effect  agreements  with  highway  authorities  and  the  councils 
of  adjoining  counties  in  relation  to  the  construction,  recon- 
struction, alteration,  or  improvement,  or  freeing  from  tolls,  of 
any  main  road  or  other  highway,  or  of  any  bridge  (including  the 
approaches  thereto),  wholly  or  partly  situate  within  the  juris- 
diction of  any  one  or  more  of  the  parties  to  the  agreement,  the 
expenses  being  defrayed  as  part  of  those  incurred  in  relation  to 
the  maintenance  of  bridges,  main  roads,  and  other  highway*}  in 
such  proportion  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  agreement.  It  is, 
however,  provided  that  a  highway  board  "may,  with  the  approval 
of  the  county  council  and  the  assent  of  such  parish  or  parishes 
in  vestry  assembled,  charge  such  expenses  or  any  part  thereof 
on  any  parish  or  parishes  specially  benefited  by  the  construction, 
alteration  or  improvement  (sect.  8). 

The  general   mode   in  which  the  common  law  liability  with 
regard  to  bridges  has  been  confirmed  and  amplified  by  statutes 

1  The  quarter  sessions  boroughs  in-  Such   expenses  are  "special"  and  not 

eluded  in  sect.  35  of  the  Local  Govern-  "  general "  county  purposes  within  the 

ment  Act,  1888,  are  not  liable  to  con-  meaning  of  sect.  68  of  the  Act :  Bury 

tribute  to  the  cost   of  maintaining  or  St.     JHrnund*     Corporation    v.     West 

erecting  county  bridges  which  have  been  Suffolk  County  dmtwil,  67  L.  J.,  Q.  B. 

purchased,  taken  over,  or  erected  by  the  750  ;  (1898)  2  Q.  B.  246  ;  78  L.  T.  624. 
County  Council  under  sect.  6  of  the  Act. 
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having  been  thus  briefly  indicated,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
examine  more  particularly  some  points  as  to  such  liability  to 
repair. 

A  bridge  of  public  utility  is  to  be  repaired  at  the  public 
expense;1  for,  "  if  a  man  builds  a  bridge,  and  it  becomes  useful 
"  to  the  county,  the  county  in  general  shall  repair  it."2 

The  onus  of  repair  being  therefore  divided  between  the  public 
represented  by  the  county  and  individuals  or  bodies  of  individuals, 
we  $hall  proceed  to  consider :  (i.)  The  liability  of  the  county  to 
repair;  (ii.)  The  liability  to  repair  ratione  tenune ;  and  (iii.)  The 
liability  to  repair  by  prescription. 

Under  the  first  heading  it  will  be  necessary  to  examine  what 
is  meant  by  the  terms  public  user,  and  what  structure  can  legally 
be  described  as  a  bridge,  as  well  as  to  examine  the  rules  with 
regard  to  bridges  built  under  special  authority,  and  the  statutory 
provisions  as  to  public  liability. 

Liability  of         As  a  general  rule  the  county  is  liable  to  repair  bridges  built  by 
reSS?  to        Private  individuals  before  43  Geo.  III.  c.  59,  if  the  public  use 

such  bridges.* 

The  question  of  the  liability  of  the  county  to  repair  bridges 
built  by  individuals  was  carefully  considered  in  the  late  case  of 
Reg.  v.  Inhabitants  of  Southampton*  There,  the  owners  of  land 
on  one  side  of  a  river  made  a  road  across  such  land  and  built  a 
bridge  connecting  such  road  with  an  existing  highway  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  and  dedicated  both  bridge  and  road 
simultaneously  to  the  public,  who  afterwards  used  the  same. 
The  Court  of  Appeal  held,6  dissenting  in  part  from  the  Divisional 
Court,6  that  upon  the  trial  of  an  indictment  against  the  inhabi- 
tants of  a  county  for  the  non-repair  of  a  bridge  built  by  private 
owners,  but  not  built  in  an  existing  highway,  the  true  effect  of 
the  evidence  as  to  the  dedication  to  and  the  adoption  of  the 
bridge  by  the  county  is  always  a  question  for  the  jury.  The  fact 
that  such  a  bridge  is  of  public  utility  and  is  used  by  the  public 

1  Hex  v.    If.   if.    1  'vrkskire,  5  Bum  Jur.  1)56  ;  19  L.  J.,  M.  C.  223  ;  i*tf-  v* 

2594  ;  2  Sir  W.  Bl.  685  ;  Lofft.  238  ;  2  Saint  iff,  6  Mod.  255. 

East,  342  ;  6  R.  R.  439.  *  19  Q.  B.  D.  590  ;  17  Q.  B.  D.  «*  J 

*  Ibid.     Per  Mr.  Justice  Aston.  see  also  Bey.  v.  Wandsworth,  1  B.&A10- 

*  If  no  man,  by  reason  of  tenure  or  63  ;  18  R.  R.  434. 

otherwise,  ought  to  repair  a  bridge,  the  *  It.  v.   Inhabitants  of  Sovthamjto** 

county  ought  to  do  it :  County  of  limit-  19  Q.  B.  D.  590. 

ingdvn  case,  Pop.  192  ;  Beg.  v.   Ely,  4  6  Same  case,  17  Q.  B.  D.  424. 
Kew  Sess.  Cas.  222  ;   15  Q.  B.  827  ;   14 
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is  not  necessarily  conclusive  against  the  county  on  the  question 
of  liability,  user  and  utility  being  only  elements  for  consideration 
in  determining  that  question  ;  but  there  need  not,  in  addition  to 
evidence  of  public  user  and  public  utility,  be  proof  of  an  overt  act 
amounting  to  a  formal  adoption  by  a  body  capable  of  represent- 
ing and  binding  the  county. 

Where  a  verdict  of  not  guilty  has  been  returned  upon  an 
indictment  for  non-repair,  a  new  trial  will  not  be  granted ;  but 
under  very  special  circumstances  the  Court  may  order  all 
proceedings  upon  the  judgment  to  be  suspended,  so  as  to  give  an 
opportunity  for  the  question  to  be  again  raised  upon  a  fresh 
indictment. 

Lord    Coleridge,  C.  J.,  says : l   "  The   opinions  which  have 
"  been  given   by   the   learned  judges   before   whom   this  case 
"  has  already  come   seem   to   be  conflicting.      I  do  not  stay 
"  to  inquire   whether  my   brother    Stephen   at    the  first   trial 
"  intended  to  lay  it  down  as  a  legal  proposition  that,  granting 
"  the  building  of  a  bridge  by  a  private  person,  and  that  the 
"  bridge  when  built  is  of  utility  to  and  is  used  by  the  public, 
"  those  facts  would  be  conclusive  against  the  county  on  the 
"  question  of  its  liability  to  repair ;  the  learned  judge  is  under- 
"  stood  so  to  have  laid  down  the  law,  and  if  he  did  so,  we  are  of 
"  opinion  that  his  view  was  not  correct.     Such  a  view  would 
"  involve  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  unsound  proposition  that  a 
"  bridge  built  by  an  individual  merely  for  his  private  purposes 
"  would  at  once  become  repairable   by  the  county   upon  its 
turning  out  to  be  of  public  utility  as  evidenced  by  public  user. 
"  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  learned  judges  in  the  Divisional 
"  Court  (Wills,  J.  and  Grantham,  J.)  really  did  say  that,  granting 
"  the  same  premises,  there  must  in  addition  to  evidence  of  public 
user  and  public  utility  be  some  proof  of  an  overt  act  amounting 
to  a  formal  adoption  by  a  body  capable  of  representing  and 
"  binding  the  county,  then  we  think  that  their  judgment  cannot 
in  its  breadth  be  sustained.     To  say  that  public  user  supple- 
mented by  public  utility  is  no  evidence  to  fix  the  county  with 
"  the  liability  to  repair  is  too  broad." 

Where  a  bridge  has  been  rendered  necessary  in  consequence  of  Bridges  of 
an  authorized  interference  for  private  purposes  with  a  public  Public  utlUtJ- 
highway,  and  the  user  of  the  bridge  by  the  public  has  been  so 
rendered  necessary  by  such  interference,  the  parties  so  interfering 

1  ID  Q.  B.  D.  at  p.  600. 
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with  the  original  highway,  and  not  the  county,  are  bound  to 
keep  the  bridge  in  repair.1 

This  principle  is  confirmed  by  the  remarks  of  Blackburn,  J., 
in  Reg.  v.  Kitchener.*  "  At  common  law  the  highways  within  a 
"  parish  or  township  were  repairable  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
"  parish  or  township,  and  where  they  were  carried  across  small 
"  streams  the  inhabitants   of    the    parish    or    township   were 


1  Where,  therefore,  to  an  indictment 
against   the  inhabitants  of  a    comity 
for   non-repair  of   a  bridge,  the  plea 
showed  that  certain  adventurers  had, 
for  the  purposes  of  draining  lands  for 
their  own  benefit,  and  under  certain 
powers  vested  in  them,  cut  an  artificial 
drain  or  river,  which    intersected  and 
obstructed  an  immemorial  highway,  and 
that  they  had  erected    the    bridge    in 
question  over  the  said  drain,  in  the  line 
of  the  former  highway,  and  not  upon  the 
ancient  course  of  any  river,  and  that  the 
former  highway  had  been  thenceforth 
carried  over  the  bridge ;  and  that  after 
the  making  of  the  bridge  the  said  drain 
and  bridge  and  large  quantities  of  land, 
for  the  purpose  of  draining  which  the 
said  drain   was  made,  were  vested  by 
Act  of  Parliament  in  a  certain  corpora- 
tion in  trust  for  the  said  adventurers, 
with  power  to  the  corporation  to  levy 
money  for  maintaining  the  works,  and 
that  the  drain  was  very  useful  to  the 
adventurers  and  to  the  corporation,  and 
had  been  alwavs  maintained  for  their 
benefit,  and  that  since  the  passing  of  the 
said  Act  the  drain  and  bridge  had  always 
been  vested  in  the  corporation,  and  re- 
tained by  them  for  their  own  benefit, 
and  for  that  of  the  said  lands  vested  in 
them,  and  for  furthering  the  purposes  of 
the  said  corporation,  and  that  the  said 
corporation  were  liable  to  repair,  and  of 
right  ought  to  repair,  the  said  bridge ; 
it  was  held  that  the    plea    showed  a 
liability  in  the  corporation  to  repair  the 
bridge,  by  reason  of  such  bridge  having 
been  rendered   necessary    through   the 
interference  for  private  purposes  with  a 
public  highway,  and  that  it  furnished  a 
defence  to  the  indictment : — Held,  also, 
that  the  allegation  that  the  bridge  and 
drain  were  vested  in  the  corporation  did 
not  make  the  plea  double :  Reg.  v.  Ely, 
4  New  Sess.  Cas.  222.     Cf.  as  to  this, 
Rex  v.  Kent  (13  East,  220  ;  12  R.  R. 
330)  ;  and  Hex  v.  Lindtey  (14  East,  317  ; 
12  R.  R.  529) ;  and  see  also  decision  men- 
tioned in  Roll.  Abr.  368,  tit.  "  Bridges," 
pi.  2  ;  2    Inst.  761  ;   Bex  v.  Salop,  13 
East,  95  ;  12  R.  R.  307  ;  Beg.  v.  Kerrison, 
3   M.  &   S.  526  ;   16  R.  R.  342  ;   Bex 


v.  Oxfordshire,  6  D.  &  R.  321  ;4B.&C. 
194 ;  Rex  v.  W.  R.  Yorkshire,  2  East, 
342 ;  6  R.  R.  439  ;  Rex  v.  Kent,  2M.&S. 
513  ;  15  R.  R.  330.  The  dictum  in  the 
case  1  Roll.  Abr.  is  : — If  a  man  erects  a 
mill  for  hi  $  own,  profit, and  makes  a  new 
cut  for  the  water  to  come  to  it,  and 
makes  a  new  bridge  over  it,  and  the 
subjects  use  to  go  over  this  as  over  a 
common  bridge  ;  this  bridge  ought  to  be 
repaired  by  him  who  has  the  mill,  and 
not  by  the  county,  because  he  erected  it 
for  his  own  benefit.  Patteson.  J.,  in 
Reg.  v.  Ely,  observes  with  reference 
to  the  judgment  of  Lord  Ellenborough 
in  Rex  v.  Kent  (2  M.  &  S.  513  ;  15  R.  R. 
330)  that— "Lord  Ellenborough  in 
"delivering  judgment  seems  to  admit 
"  that  it  was  a  decision  contrary  to  the 
"  case,  1  Roll.  Abr.  368,  Bridges,  pi.  2 : 
"  but  states  that,  in  reference  to  the 
"  record,  Rolle appeared  not  to  have  been 
"warranted  in  the  abstract  given  by 
"  him  ;  indeed,  that  no  such  question  as 
"  he  supposed  had  been  raised  or  decided 
"  in  it.  Considering  the  great  learning 
"  and  accuracy  of  Rolle,  and  the  greater 
"  familiarity  which  he  undoubtedly  had 
"  with  ancient  records  than  could  be 
"  expected  of  the  Court  in  Lord  Ellen- 
"  borough's  time,  so  entire  a  blunder  as 
"  is  charged  upon  him  may  well  excite 
"surprise,  and  it  was  pointed  out  by 
"Mr.  Maude,  for  the  defendants,  that 
'*  whereas  Rolle  refers  to  a  record  of  8 
"  Edw.  II.,  the  roll  examined  by  the 
'*  Court  from  which  an  extract  is  given 
"  in  2  M/&  S.  520,  is  of  the  6  Edw.  II. ; 
"  and  the  result  of  his  industrious  re- 
"  search  leaves  it  very  questionable 
*'  whether  the  Court  in  Rex  v.  Kent,  did 
"successfully  disuse  of  the  authority 
"  in  Rolle,  &c.  ...  It  would  be  safer, 
"  therefore,  perhaps  to  rely  neither  on 
"  the  case  in  Rolle,  nor  in  the  mere 
"  decision  in  Rex  v.  Kent,  further  than 
"as  a  general  affirmance  of  the  general 
"  rule." 

8  29  L.  T.,  N.  8.  697 ;  12  Cox,  C.  C. 
522  ;  43  L.  J.,  M.  C.  9.  As  to  term 
highway,  cf.  Reg.  v.  Saintiff,  6  Mod. 
255  ;  Holt,  129  ;  and  see  pmt,  p.  529. 
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"  probably  by  immemorial  custom  also  liable  to  repair  the  bridges. 
"  But  the  bridges  over  large  streams  were  repairable  by  the 
"  inhabitants  of  the  county.  In  the  case  of  Reg.  v.  Ely,1  it  was 
"  held  that  he  who,  under  lawful  power,  makes  an  artificial  cut 
"  through  a  highway,  and  in  whom  the  cut  is  vested  for  his  own 
"  advantage,  incurs  the  obligation  to  repair  the  bridge  over  the 
"  highway,  yet  not  so  as  to  relieve  the  parish  or  township  from 
"  liability,  for  the  Queen's  subjects  are  not  to  be  deprived  of 
"  their  right  of  coming  on  the  parish  or  township  to  repair."* 

A  bridge  may  be  a  public  bridge  which  is  used  by  the  public  what  is  a 
at  all  such  times  as  are  dangerous  to  pass  through  the  river;8  p*bllc bndge. 
but  it  is  competent  to  a  county,  upon  an  indictment  for  non- 
repair of  a  public  bridge,  to  give  evidence  of  the  bridge  having 
been  repaired  by  private  individuals.8 

Where  a  person  forty-five  years  back  erected  a  mill  and  dam 
thereto  for  his  own  profit,  per  quod  he  deepened  the  water  of 
a  ford  through  which  there  was  a  public  highway,  but  the 
passage  through  which  was,  before  the  deepening,  very  incon- 
venient at  times  to  the  public,  and  the  miller  afterwards  built 
a  bridge  over  it,  which  the  public  had  ever  since  used : — Held, 
that  the  county  and  not  the  miller  were  chargeable  with  the 
reparation.4 

A  bridge  used  only  on  an  occasion  of  floods  and  lying  out  of 
and  alongside  the  road  commonly  used  has  been  held  to  be  a 
public  bridge ; 5  but  a  bar  across  a  public  bridge  kept  locked 
except  in  time  of  flood  is  conclusive  evidence  that  the  public 
have  only  a  limited  right  to  use  the  bridge  at  such  times ;  and 
if  an  indictment  for  not  keeping  it  in  repair  states  that  it  is  used 
by  the  king's  subjects  "  at  their  free  will  and  pleasure  "  the 
variance  is  fatal.6 


i  19  L.  J.,  M.  C.  233. 

2  Cf.  post,  pp.  529  et  seq. 

8  Rex  v.  Northampton,  2  M.  &  S.  262  ; 
15  R.  R.  241. 

*  Rex  v.  Kent,  2  M.  &  S.  513  ;  15  R.  R. 
330. 

6  Rex  v.  Devon,  R.  &  M.  144  (Abbott). 

6  Rex  v.  Marquis  of  Buckingham  and 
others,  4  Camp.  189;  27  R.  R.  530, 
531. 

In  Rex  v.  Devan,  the  bridge  in  ques- 
tion was  approached  by  a  causeway 
lying  alongside  the  main  road,  which  led 
through  a  ford  close  by  and  below  the 
bridge.  The  bridge  and  causeway  were 
open  at  all  times  to  carriages,  &c,  but 


only  used  by  the  public  in  cases  of  floods, 
which  rendered  the  ford  impassable,  and 
in  high  floods  the  bridge  itself  was  im- 
passable. There  was,  moreover,  no  evi- 
dence that  the  bridge  had  ever  been  re- 
paired, though  its  existence  was  spoken 
to  for  sixty  or  seventy  years  by  old 
witnesses. 

With  regard  to  Rex  v.  Marquis  of 
Buckingham,  the  indictment  alleged 
that  the  bridge  was  "  used  for  all  the 
"  liege  subjects  of  our  lord  the  king  and 
"his  predecessors,  with  their  horses, 
"carts  and  carriages,  to  go,  return, 
"  pass,  ride,  and  labour  at  their  free  will 
"and  pleasure."      Lord    EUenborough 
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The  word  " riding"  in  the  Statute  of  Bridges  (22  Hen.  VIII. 
c.  5)  is  not  confined  to  districts  technically  called  ridings,  but 
comprises  every  division   of  a  county  which  corresponds   in 
its    definition    to    a    riding.1      Similarly,    a    hundred    bridge 
has  been   held  to  be  a  county  bridge  and  not  a  highway, 
under  5  <£  6  Will.  IV.  c.  50,  and  therefore  not  repairable  by 
a  parish.2 
County  only         The  inhabitants  of  a  county  are  bound  by  common  law  to 
repair  bridges  repair  bridges  erected  over  such  water  only  as  answers   the 
erected  over  a  description  of  flumen  vel  cursus  aqua  (i.e.  water  flowing  between 
cvrsusaqu*.    banks  more  or  less  defined),  although  such  channel  may  occa- 
sionally be  dry,3  and  need  not  necessarily  flow  at  all  times.     In 
such  case  it  is  a  question  of  fact  whether  an  arch  thrown  over  a 
cursus  aqua  is  such  a  bridge  or  not,4  and  the  decision  will  depend 
on  the  evidence  brought  to  prove  the  repair  of  the  structure,  and 
the  nature  of  the  flumen  aqua} 


observed — "  A  bar  kept  shut  and  opened 
"  as  this  is  I  think  conclusively  shows 
"  that  the  public  have  only  a  right  to 
44  use  the  bridge  at  times  of  flood.  It  is 
"  easy  to  see  how  such  a  qualified  right 
"  might  be  created,  and  there  is  no 
11  objection  to  its  legality.  But  the  in- 
"  diet  men  t  sets  out  a  right  without  limit 
44  or  qualification. .  .  .  Therefore,  though 
44  the  defendants  may  be  bound,  rat  urns 
44  tenurtr,  to  maintain  this  bridge  to  be 
4*  used  in  times  of  flood,  they  must  be 
44  acquitted  upon  the  present  indict- 
44  ment." 

The  case  of  Rex  v.  Glamorganshire, 
given  in  a  note  on  Rex  v.  IP.  R.  York- 
shire (2  East,  356,  n. ;  6  K.  R.  450,  n.),  is 
instructive  on  this  point. 

An  indictment  having  been  removed 
in  Hilary  Term,  1788,  by  writ  of 
certiorari  into  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  against  defendants  for  not  re- 
pairing a  certain  public  bridge  called 
inispenlwch  bridge,  erected  in  the  king's 
highway,  across  the  river  Tave ;  the 
defendants  pleaded,  that  in  the  year 
1745  Herbert  Mackworth,  Esq.,  being 
seised  of  certain  tin  works,  for  his 
private  benefit  and  utility,  and  for 
making  a  commodious  way  to  his  tin 
works,  erected  the  bridge  ;  and  that  he 
and  Sir  Herbert  Mackworth  his  son,  and 
their  tenants  of  tin  works,  enjoyed  a 
way  over  the  bridge  for  their  private 
benefit  and  advantage  ;  and,  therefore, 
that  Sir  H.  Mackworth  ought  to  repair 
and  absque,  hoc  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  county  ought  not  to  repair.  The 
prosecutor  replied  that  the  inhabitants 


of  the  county  ought  to  repair.  And 
upon  the  trial  at  the  summer  assizes  for 
the  county  of  Hereford  before  Lord 
Kenyon,  the  facts  alleged  in  the  plea 
were  proved,  and  also  that  the  business 
of  the  tin  works  could  not  be  carried  on 
without  the  use  of  the  bridge.  But  it 
also  appearing  that  the  public  had  con- 
stantly used  the  bridge  from  the  time  of 
its  being  built,  his  Lordship  directed  the 
jury  to  find  a  verdict  for  the  Crown, 
viz.,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  county 
were  bound  to  repair — which  they  did 
accordingly,  and  no  motion  was  ever 
made  for  a  new  trial ;  vide  Bac.  Abr. 
535,  C. 

1  Reg.  v.  Ely,  4  New  Sees.  Cas.  222. 

9  Reg.  v.  Chart,  Inhabitant*  of,  39 
L.  J.,  M.  C.  107. 

•  Rex  v.  Oxfordshire,  1  B.  &  A.  289  : 
35  R.  R.  302  ;  Rex  v.  Derbyshire*  2  G. 
&  D.  97  ;  2  Q.  B.  745  ;  6  Jur.  483  ;  ifer 
v.  Whitney,  4  N.  &  M.  594  ;  3  A.  &  E. 
69  ;  7  C.  &  P.  208  ;  1H.&W.  U7  ;  42 
B.  R.  329. 

4  Rex  t.  Whitney,  4  N.  &  M.  594  ;  42 
R.  R.  329.  Per  Patteson,  J. :  "With 
"  regard  to  Rex  v.  Oxfordshire  (1  B.  fc 
41  A.  289;  35  R.  R.  302),  I  do  not 
44  understand  that  case  as  laying  down 
44  that  every  arch  thrown  over  a  curs** 
44  aqn<e  is  a  bridge,  but  only  as  deciding 
14  that  in  order  to  constitute  a  bridge 
'•  there  must  be  cursus  aqua" 

1  "  The  question,"  said  Lord  Tenter- 
den,  C.  J.,  in  Rex  v.  Oxfordshire 
(1  B.  &  A.  289;  35  R.  R.  302), 
*  'therefore,  seems  to  turn  upon  the 
44  meaning   of   the   words   flumen    vel 


i 


BRIDGES. 


527 


A  floating  bridge  which  consists  of  a  vessel  propelled  by  steam 
from  one  side  of  the  river  to  the  other,  and  is  kept  in  its  course 


a 


41 


44  eursus  aqua*    Now  if  these  words  be 
44  considered  to  denote  waters  flowing  in 
"  a  channel  between  banks  more  or  less 
*"  defined,  although  such  channel  may  be 
occasionally  dry — a  rule  will  be  estab- 
lished of  general  and  easy  application. 
If  any  other  sense  be  put  upon  the 
41  words,  great  uncertainty  and  confusion 
"will  be  introduced.     It  is    of  great 
"importance  to  avoid  uncertainty  by 
41  the  establishment  of  general  rules.  We 
"think  no  better  or  more  certain  rule 
41  can  be  laid  down  than  that  which  will 
44  be  given  by  the  sense  thus  attributed 
44  to  the  words,  and,  therefore,  that  such 
14  ought  to  be  considered  as  the  general 
44  rule  of  law.     And  consequently  the 
44  verdict  should  be  entered  for  the  de- 
44  fendants,  the  county  not  being  in  our 
44  opinion  bound  to  repair  the  structures 
44  in  question."    In  the  above  case  the 
road  by  which  a  bridge  was  approached 
passed  between  meadows  which   were 
occasionally  flooded  by  a  river,  and,  for 
convenient  access  to  the  bridge,  a  raised 
causeway  had  been  made  having  arches 
or  culverts  at  intervals  for  the  passage 
of  the  flood  water,  which  were  equally 
necessary  to  the   safety  of    the  main 
bridge  and  the  causeway ;  and  it  was 
held,  as  has  been  stated,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  were  not  bound  to 
repair  such  arches,  being  at  the  distance 
of  more  than  300  feet  from  the  end  of 
the  main  bridge. 

This  case  may  be  usefully  contrasted 
with  Rex  v.  Derbyshire  (2  G.  &  D.  97). 
There  a  structure,  called  Swarkestone 
Bridge,  was  1,275  yards  long,  and  at  the 
eastern  end  were  five  arches  under  which 
the  river  Trent  flowed,  while  at  the 
western  end  were  eight  arches  under  one 
of  which  a  stream  constantly  flowed. 
The  rest  of  the  structure  consisted  of  a 
raised  causeway  at  different  intervals, 
in  which  there  were  twenty-nine  arches, 
under  most  of  which  there  were  pools  of 
water  at  all  times,  and  under  all  of 
which  the  water  of  the  Trent  flowed 
in  time  of  flood.  There  was  no  interval 
of  causeway  between  the  arches  of  the 
length  of  300  feet.    The  county  of  Derby 


had  immemorially  repaired  the  whole 
structure.  On  an  indictment  against 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  for  the 
non-repair  of  the  structure,  describing 
the  whole  as  a  bridge : — Held,  that  it 
was  properly  so  described,  and  that  the 
verdict  was  properly  entered  for  the 
Crown. 

Lord    Dcnman,  C.  J.,  in  delivering 
judgment,    said  : — 44  The    present    case 
44  differs  from  that  of  Rexv.  Inhabitants 
"of  Oxfordshire  (I   B.  k  A.  289,  297; 
44  35  K.  B.  302,  308)  in  two  respects— 
44 1st.  That  it  is  here  found  by  the  case 
44  that  the  4  county  of  Derby  have  from 
444  time  immemorial  repaired  the  whole 
44  4  structure,  the  road  and  battlements, 
44 1  from  beginning  to  end,  including  the 
44  *  whole  forty- two  arches,  as  also  300  feet 
44  4  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  same, 
44 '  and  have  at  different  times,  and  at  a 
44  *  great  expense,  rebuilt  and  widened 
44  4  twenty -two  of  the  twenty-nine  arches 
44  4  between  the  eight  and  five  arches  ; ' 
44  also,  4  that  from  the  year  1750  various 
44  4  parts  of  the  said  structure,  other  than 
44  4  the  said  five  arches  over  the  Trent, 
41 4  have  been  frequently  presented  under 
14  4  the  name  of  Swarkestone  Bridge  by  the 
44 '  grand  jury  as  out  of  repair,  and  such 
44  4  parts  have  been  repaired  accordingly :  • 
44  whereas  in  the  case  of  Ilex  v.  Inhabi- 
"  tanU  of  Oxfordshire^  it  was  not  shown 
44  that  the  disputed  arches  had  been  re- 
paired   by    the    county;    2ndly.    It 
44  appears  by  this  case  that  there  is  a 
44  constant  flow  of  water  under  one  of 
44  the   eight   contiguous  arches  at  the 
44  western  end  of  the  structure,  which, 
44  therefore,  would  be  a  county  bridge, 
44  independent  of  their  connection  with 
44  the  arches  over  the  Trent ;  and  also 
41  that  most  of  the  other  twenty-nine 
44  arches    are   over   water   continually 
"  there,  though  stagnant,   whereas    in 
"  Rex  v.  Inhabitants  of  Oxfordshire  the 
"  disputed  arches  stood  on  dry  ground, 
"  except  at  times  of  flood.     We  do  not 
"consider  it  necessary  to  consider  the 
"second    difference,   or     to    examine 
44  whether  an  arch  or  number  of  arches 
"constructed   across    stagnant   water, 


A  floating 
bridge  is  in 
substance  a 
ferry,  not  a 
bridge. 


*  In  2  Inst.  701,  Lord  Coke,  in  commenting  on  the  Stat,  of  Bridges  22 
Hen.  VIII.,  says  the  ancient  form  of  an  indictment  on  this  statute  is  : — "  Quod 
44  pons  pnblicus  et  communis  situs  in  alta  regia  via  super  flumen  sen  cursum  aquas, 
44  &c. ; "  see  1  B.  &  A.  294,  301. 

In  Rex  v.  Oxfordshire,  Inhabitants  of  a  case  of  a  similar  nature  (1827), 
Bay  ley,  J.,  says,  "By  the  Statute  of  Bridges,  the  bridge  must  be  in  the  highway  to 
"  render  the  county  liable,  and  the  county  is  liable,  because  the  bridge  gives  a 
44  passage  along  the  highway." 
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by  chains  laid  down  across  the  bed  of  the  stream,  is  in  substance 
a  ferry,  and  is  not  a  "  bridge  "  within  the  meaning  of  sect.  72  of 


"ought  to  be  treated  as  constituting  a 
"  bridge,  or  whether  it  is  necessary  that 
"there  should  be  lJiumcn  rrt  cunms 
'*  *  aqua '  for  that  purpose,  because  we 
"  think  that  the  first  difference  is  suffi- 
cient to  take  this  case  out  of  the 
"authority  of  lit'*  v.  Inhabitants  of 
44  Oxfordshire,  and  to  entitle  the  Crown 
"  to  our  judgment. 

"That  case  was  trial  twice.  UjK>n 
"the  first  occasion  the  indictment 
"  treated  each  of  the  arches  as  a  separate 
"  bridge,  and  the  Court  held  that  to  be 
"wrong;  but  Mr.  Justice  Bayley,  In 
"  giving  his  judgment,  used  these  words 
"  (1  B.  &  A.  299,  note)  :  4  It  is  said  that 
"  *  these  arches  are  part  of  the  bridge. 
" '  There  might  be  strong  ground  for 
" '  coming  to  that  conclusion,  if  it  had 
"  *  appeared  that  they  were  erected  at 
"  *  the  same  time  as  the  main  bridge,  or 
"  '  if  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  had 
" '  from  time  to  time  repaired  300  feet 
444  of  the  road  beyond  these  arches, 
"  *  which  (if  they  were  part'  of  the 
41 '  original  bridge)  they  would  have  been 
44 '  liable  to  do.  That  is  a  matter  of  fact, 
44  4  and  ought  to  have  been  decided  by  a 
444  jury.  We  cannot  say  that  they 
" 4 necessarily  are  part  of  the  bridge; 
44 4  and  upon  a  special  verdict  we  can 
" 4  only  draw  necessary  conclusions.' 

44  Upon  the  secoud  occasion  (1  B.  i: 
44  A.  289),  the  judgment  treated  the 
44  whole  as  one  bridge,  aud  the  jury 
44  found  a  verdict  for  the  Crown,  which 
44  the  Court  set  aside  as  being  contrary 
44  to  the  evidence,  and  ordered  a  verdict 
44  to  be  entered  for  the  defendants. 
44  None  of  those  circumstances  which 
44  Mr.  Justice  Bayley  had  mentioned  in 
44  his  former  judgment  as  forming  strong 
44  ground  for  coming  to  the  conclusion 
44  that  the  arches  were  part  of  the  bridge, 
44  were  proved  on  that  second  occasion. 

44  Here,  on  the  contrary,  it  appears 
44  that  the  whole  structure  has  from  time 
44  immemorial  been  treated  as  one 
44  bridge ;  that  the  whole  of  it  from 
44  beginning  to  end  has  been  imnicmo- 
44  rially  repaired  by  the  county ;  and, 
"  indeed,  that  twenty-two  out  of  the 
44  twenty-nine  arches  in  dispute  have 
44  actually  Ikjcu  rebuilt  by  the  county. 
44  The  facts,  therefore,  of  this  case  are 
44  conclusive  against  the  defendants  to 
44  show  that  the  whole  structure  is  one 
44  bridge,  unless  there  be  some  rule  of 
44  law  which,  under  all  and  any  circum- 
44  stances,  prohibits  every  part  of  a 
44  structure  from  being  treated  as  a 
'•  bridge   under   which  water  does   not 


"  flow  at  all  times.    No  such  rule  of  law 
'*  is  to  be  found  unless  it  can  be  deduced 
"from  the  decision  in  Rejr  v.    Oxford- 
44  shire.     Looking   at  all   the    circam- 
44  stances  of  that  case,  we  do  not  think 
41  that  any  such  rule  can   properly  be 
44  deduced  from  that  decision,  notwith- 
standing the    language   used    in    the 
44  latter  part  of  the  judgment  and  the 
44  importance  attached   to    the   passage 
"from  2  Inst.  701,  and  to  the  use  of  the 
"words  4 super  //w/«aw  rel  cumtm  aqv*' 
44  in  ancient  indictments.      Indeed,  the 
"  confining  of  these  words  to  a  constant 
"stream  or  course  of  water  flowing  at 
"  all    times  to    the  exclusion   of  flood 
44  waters,  whether  rarely  or  frequently 
44  occurring,  is  not  altogether  consistent 
"  with  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  a  case 
44  in  the  same  volume  of  reports,  Ilex  v. 
"  Trnfford  and  others  (1  B.  &  A.  874 ; 
"  34  K.  R.  680).     In  that  case  the  ancient 
"course  and  outlet  of  flood  water  had 
44  been  obstructed  by  certain  fenders  or 
44  banks,  and  the  Court  in  giving  judg- 
"ment   said,    'Now  it    has   long    been 
" 4  established  that  the  ordinary  course 
44  4  of  water  cannot  be  lawfully  changed 
"4or  obstructed  for  the  benefit  of  one 
444  class  of    persons    to    the  injury    of 
"4  another.    Unless,  therefore,  a  sound 
44  4  distinction  can  be  made  between  the 
"  4  ordinary  course  of  water  flowing  in  a 
"  '  bounded  channel,  at  all  usual  seasons, 
44 '  and  the  extraordinary  course  which 
" '  its  superabundant  quantity  has  been 
44  4  accustomed    to    take    at    particular 
44 '  seasons,  the  erection  and  continuance 
" '  of  these  fenders  cannot  be  justified. 
14  4  No  case  was  cited  or  has  been  found 
44  4  that  will  support  such  a  distinction.' 
44  This  view  of  the  law  was  agreed  to  by 
44  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber,  as  is 
44  reported  in    Bing.  210,    though    the 
44  judgment  was  reversed  from  the  in- 
44  sufficiency  of  the  special  verdict.  Now, 
"if  it    be    unlawful    to    obstruct    the 
44  accustomed    course    of    flood    waters 
44  which    flow    only    occasionally,  it   is 
"difficult  to    see  why   a  structure    of 
44  arches  made  to  carry  a  highway  in 
44  such    a  manner  as  to  permit    flood 
44  waters  to  flow  in   their    accustomed 
44  course  should    not    be    treated  as    a 
44  bridge,  though  at  ordinary  times  there 
44  may   be  no  water  under  them.     At 
44  any  rate,  where,  as  in  the  present  case. 
44  such  arches  are  contiguous  to,  and.  as 
44  it    were,     the    continuation    of,    an 
44  acknowledged  county  bridge,  and  have 
44  been    immemorially    treated    by    the 
"county  as  part  of  the  bridge,  no  rule 
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the  Mutiny  Act  (27  Vict.  c.  8),  which  exempts  from  the  payment 
of  any  duties  or  tolls  on  embarking  or  disembarking  from  or 
upon  any  pier,  wharf,  quay,  or  turnpike,  or  other  roads  or 
bridges,  otherwise  demandable  by  virtue  of  any  Act  already 
passed  or  hereafter  to  be  passed.1 

Sect.  7  of  24  <k  25  Vict.  c.  70  (The  Locomotive  Act),  enacts  that 
where  any  bridge  on  a  turnpike  or  other  road,  carried  across  any 
stream,  watercourse,  or  navigable  river,  canal  or  railway,  shall 
be  damaged  by  reason  of  any  locomotive  passing  over  the  same, 
or  coming  into  contact  therewith,  none  of  the  proprietors,  under- 
takers, directors,  conservators,  trustees,  or  other  persons  interested 
in,  or  having  charge  of,  such  navigable  river,  canal,  or  railway, 
or  of  such  bridge,  shall  be  liable  to  repair  the  damage,  &c,  but 
the  same  shall  be  repaired  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  proprietors, 
&c,  by  the  owner  or  persons  having  charge  of  the  locomotive  at 
the  time  of  the  happening  of  such  damage.  This  does  not  apply 
to  county  bridges.2 

A  bridge  may  be  so  situate  as  to  be  a  street  within  the  meaning  a  bridge  may 
of  a  statute.8  I^hif  ™L 

within  mean- 

An  indictment  does  not  lie  for  not  repairing  a  bridge  unless  tag  of  a 
it  be  in  a  highway.4     "  Highway  "  is  a  general  term  for  all  public 
ways,  as  well  cart,  horse  and  footways,4  common   to  all  the 
King's  subjects. 

As  has  been  remarked  above,  if  a  bridge  be  of  public  utility,6  Persons 
and  used  by  the  public,  the  public  must  repair  it ;  but  where  brid«€8gunder 
a  bridge  is  built  by  an  individual,  or  body  of  individuals,  for  his  special  autho- 
or  their  benefit,  and  constructed  without  public  utility,  or  in  own  benefit" 
order  to  restore  to  the  public  the  use  of  a  public  way  which  KyV?""*17 
such  individual  or  body  of  individuals  has  obstructed,  then  the  pair  and 
latter,  and  not  the  public,  will  be  liable  for  the  repair  of  such  {J^4*111 
bridge.6 


"  of  law  prevents  our  saying  that  they 
"  are  so  in  point  of  law,  as  it  is  obvious 
"  that  they  are  in  point  of  fact. 

"  For  these  reasons  we  are  of  opinion 
"  that  the  whole  of  this  structure  must 
"be  taken  to  be  one  county  bridge, 
"and  that  the  verdict  entered  for  the 
"  Crown  must  stand." 

1  Ward  v.  Gray,  13  W.  R.  663  ;  11 
Jur.,  N.  S.  738  ;  34  L.  J.,  M.  C.  146  ;  6 
B.  &  S.  345. 

8  Reg.  y.  Kitchener,  29  L.  T.,  N.  S. 
697. 

s  Beater  v.  Manchester,  Mayor  of,  26 
L.  J.,  Q.  B.  311  ;  8  E.  &  B.  44  ;  29  L.  T., 

L.W. 


O.  8.  226. 

*  Reg.  v.  Saintiff,  6  Mod.  255;  Holt. 
129;  Rex  v.  Salop,  13  East,  95;  12 
II.  R.  307. 

6  A  bridge  built  in  a  public  way  with- 
out public  utility  is  a  nuisance,  and  so 
it  is  if  built  colourably  in  an  imperfect 
or  inconvenient  manner,  with  a  view  to 
throw  the  onus  of  rebuilding  and  re- 
pairing it  immediately  on  the  county  : 
Rex  v.  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  2 
East,  842  ;  6  R.  R.  439. 

6  Rex  v.  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  2 
East,  342  ;  6  R.  R.  439  ;  Rex  v.  Kerrison, 
3  M.  &  S.  526 ;  16  R.  R.  342;  Rex  v. 

34 


530 


OF   FERRIES   AND   BRIDGE 8. 


Thus,  in  the  case  of  Manley  v.  St.  Helen's  Canal  and  Rail. 
Company}  a  canal  company  empowered  to  make  bridges  (tutor 
alia)  were  held  bound  to  maintain  a  bridge  sufficient  for  the 
present  state  of  circumstances  of  the  county  and  places  through 
which  their  canal  passed,  and  consequently  liable  for  the  death 
of  a  person  drowned  in  their  canal  owing  to  the  insufficient 
nature  of  the  bridge. 

Similarly,  a  dock  company  having  a  swing  bridge  on  a  public 
highway  are  bound  in  the  passing  of  vessels  to  use  all  reasonable 
means  (both  as  to  the  number  of  men  employed,  and  the  number 
of  ships  passed  at  a  time)  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay;  and 
if  they  do  not  do  all  that  can  be  expected  of  reasonable  men, 
and  any  one  is  obstructed  in  consequence,  such  obstruction  will 
make  them  liable  to  damages  for  the  injury  sustained.3 

A  dock  company  being  required  by  statute  to  build  such  good 
and  substantial  bridges  for  carriages,  horses,  and  passengers 
over  their  cuts  as  they  should  deem  necessary,  and  for  ever 
to  keep  the  same  in  good  repair,  built  bridges  sufficient  to  carry 
the  traffic  of  the  district  as  it  then  existed.  Subsequently 
manufactories  were  established  on  a  tract  of  land  inclosed  by 
their  cuts,  in  which  large  boilers  and  engines  of  twenty  tons 
weight  and  upwards  were  constructed,  which  the  bridges  were 
insufficient  to  carry.  Held,  on  rule  for  mandamus,  that  the 
statute  did  not  impose  upon  the  company  the  duty  of  providing 
bridges  sufficient  to  carry  such  traffic.8 

A  railway  company  which  is  by  Act  of  Parliament  authorized 
to  construct  any  works  is  bound  to  construct  them  in  such 'a 
way  as  not  to  cause  a  public  nuisance,  and  if  the  company 
fails  to  do  so,  it  will  be  compelled  to  alter  the  works  so  as  to 
abate  the  nuisance  caused,  if  it  is  not  the  necessary  consequence 
of  the  exercise  of  the  company's  privileges.4 


Lindsay,  14  East,  317;  12  R.  R.  529; 
Rex  v.  Kent,  13  East,  220;  12  R.  R. 
330  ;  Rex  v.  Somerset,  16  East,  305  ; 
Manley  v.  St.  Helen's  Canal,  4  H.  &  N. 
840;  27  L.  J.,  Exch.  159;  Wiggins  v. 
Roddingttm,  3  C.  &  P.  544  ;  33  R.  R.  699; 
Xicholl  v.  Allen,  31  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  283  ;  10 
W.  R.  741  ;  1  B.  k  S.  934  ;  6  L.  T., 
Exch.  699  ;  see  Reg.  v.  Inhabitants  of 
Southampton,  ante,  p.  522  ;  as  to  right 
of  access  over  laud  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  a  bridge,  see  Mickletkwaite  v. 
Nemlay,  33  Ch.  D.  133. 
1  2  H.  &  N.  840  ;  27  L.  J.,  Exch.  159. 


3  Wiggins  v.  Boddington,  8  C.  &  P. 
544  ;  33  R.  R.  699. 

8  Reg.  v.  East  and  West  India  Dock 
Co.,  60  L.  T.  232  ;  53  J.  P.  277. 

4  In  Priestley  v.  Manchester  and 
Leeds  Rly.,  4  Y.  &  Coll.  62 ;  2  Rail. 
Cas.  134,  a  company  having  power 
to  build  a  temporary  bridge  for  certain 
purposes,  were  held  entitled  to  use  it 
for  other  purposes,  provided  they  did 
not  thereby  occasion  a  greater  obstruc- 
tion to  the  navigation  than  they  other- 
wise would  have  done,  or  continue  using 
it    for   that    purpose    after    the    per- 
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The  Furness  Bail  way  Company  was  by  a  special  Act  authorized 
(inter  alia)  to  divert  a  road  and  to  carry  it  under  the  railway  by 
means  of  a  bridge.  The  bridge  was  not  constructed  of  the  width 
and  height  prescribed  by  The  Railway  Clauses  Consolidation  Act, 
1845,  sect.  49 ;  and  the  road  beneath  the  bridge  was  made  of  so 
low  a  level  that  it  was  often  flooded,  and  the  passage  of  foot 
passengers  and  the  traffic  of  goods  thereby  much  impeded : — 
Held,  that  a  mandatory  injunction  must  issue  to  compel  the 
company  to  construct  a  bridge  of  the  prescribed  width  and  height 
from  the  surface  of  the  road,  such  road  being  of  a  proper  level, 
so  as  not  to  be  subject  to  frequent  inundations.1 

Still  though  corporate  bodies  or  individuals  making  bridges  But  not  where 
under  special  authority  (or  by  Act  of  Parliament)  primarily  for  authority's  to 
their  own  benefit,  will  be  bound  to  repair  them,  though  the  public  d<>  works  for 
use  them ; 3    they  will   not  be  so  liable  where  such   body  or  the  public.  ° 
individual  is   specially   authorized   to  do  works  for  the  public 
benefit  only,3  or   where  it  can  be  shown  that    the   particular 
liability  has  been  by  statute    or  otherwise  shifted  on    to  the 
public.4 

Hence,  in  Rex  v.  Oxfordshire,*  where  a  county  indicted  for 
non-repair  of  a  bridge  in  a  public  highway  pleaded  that  such 
bridge  was  erected  by  trustees  under  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
directing  them  to  repair  the  said  road,  and  empowering  them 
to  make  and  repair  bridges,  and  therefore  the  said  trustees,  and 
not  the  county,  were  liable  to  repair ;  it  was  held  that  the  bridge 
being  built  for  public  purposes,  in  a  public  highway,  the  common 
law  liability  to  repair  attached  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  county 
as  soon  as  it  was  built ;  and  that  the  plea  was  clearly  insufficient 
to  exonerate,  as  it  did  not  aver  that  the  trustees  had  funds 
adequate  to  the  repair  of   the  bridge.6    Bay  ley,  J.,  remarked, 


manent  bridge  was  finished,  and  an  in- 
junction against  their  erection  of  a 
temporary  bridge  was  dissolved.  As  to 
a  girder  bridge  erected  in  lieu  of  an 
arch,  see  Burnley  Co-op.  Society  v. 
Pickle*,  77  L.  T.  803. 

1  A.-G.  v.  Furness  Rail.  Co.,  38  L.  T., 
N.  S.  555  ;  see,  too,  on  this  point,  Smith 
v.  Midland  Rail.  Ok,  37  L.  T.,  N.  8. 
224  ;  Manser  v.  yorth  Eastern  Counties 
Ely.,  2  Rail.  Cas.  380  ;  A.-G.  v.  Mid 
Kent  Rail.  Qk,  L.  R.,  3  Ch.  App.  100. 

2  Reg.  v.  Eli/,  4  New  Sess.  Cas.  222  : 
Rex  v.  Kent,  13  East,  220 ;  12  R.  R.  330  ; 
Rex  v.  Kerrison,  3  M.  &  S.  526  ;  16  R.  R. 


342  ;   Rex  v.  Lindsay,  14  East,  317  ;  12 
R.  R.  529. 

3  Rex  v.  Oxfordshire,  4  B.  &  C.  194  : 
Reg.  v.  Middle  Level  Commissioners,  10 
L.  T.,  N.  S.  375,  Q.  B. 

4  Reg.  v.  Southampton,  18  Q.  B.  841  : 
17  Jur.  254  :  2  L.  J.,  M.  C.  201  ;  MckoU 
v.  Allen,  31  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  283. 

6  4  B.  &  C.  194  ;  6  D.  &  R.  231. 

*  Semble,  that  if  that  fact  had  been 
averred  and  proved,  still  the  county 
would  have  been  primarily  liable,  and 
must  have  taken  their  remedy  against 
the  trustees.  See,  too,  Reg.  v.  Kitchener, 
29  L.  T.,  N.  S.  697. 
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"Rex  y.  Inhabitants  of  Kent,1  and  Rex  v.  Inhabitants  of  Lindsay* 
"  are  distinguishable.  In  each  of  those  cases  power  was  given 
"  to  a  canal  company  to  destroy  fords,  and  make,  repair,  and 
"  alter  bridges,  in  each  a  ford  had  been  rendered  impassable, 
"  and  a  bridge  erected  by  the  company.  The  bridges  so  erected 
"  were  for  the  private  benefit  of  the  company,  and  it  was  pro- 
"  perly  held  that  the  county  was  never  liable  to  repair."  s 

So,  too,  where  a  private  individual  was  empowered  under  an 
Act  to  build  a  bridge  useful  for  the  public,  and  to  take  tolls  for 
the  same,  and  when  the  said  bridge  should  be  out  of  repair  was 
authorized  to  amend  and  repair  the  same,  and  to  substitute  a 
ferry  for  the  bridge  during  the  time  of  such  repair ;  and  where 
the  said  private  individual  was  also  by  a  subsequent  Act  em- 
powered to  take  increased  tolls  on  account  of  the  increased 
burden  of  repair ;  though  it  was  held  by  the  Court  that  the 
builder  of  the  bridge,  so  long  as  he  remained  proprietor  and 
received  tolls  was  liable  to  an  action  at  suit  of  a  person  who 
suffered  special  damage  from  its  being  impassable,  and  was  bound 
to  repair  it,  still  they  refused  to  grant  a  mandamus  to  compel 
him  to  repair  the  bridge  and  maintain  it  in  a  fit  state  for 
passage.4 


i  13  East,  220  ;  12  R.  R.  330. 

2  14  East,  317  :  12  R.  R.  529. 

3  In  Reg.  v.  Uly,  4  New  Sess.  Cas. 
222 ;  and  Reg.  v.  Kerrison,  3  M.  &  S. 
526  ;  16  R.  R.  342,  defendants  cat 
through  a  highway,  and  having  rendered 
it  thus  impassable,  built  a  bridge  to 
continue  the  highway. 

4  Mcholl  v.  Allen,  31  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  283  ; 
10  W.  R.  761  :  1  B.  &  S.  934  ;  6  L.  T., 
N.  S.,  Exch.  699. 

The  liability  to  repair,  which  vests  in 
certain  special  authorities,  may  be  trans- 
ferred by  statute.  This  point  may  be 
illustrated  by  Rtg.  v.  Southampton  (18 
Q.  B.  841  ;  17  Jur.  254  ;  2  L.  J.,  M.  C. 
201).  This  was  a  case  of  indictment 
for  non-repair  of  three  public  bridges  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton.  The  Isle  of  Wight  is  a 
division  of  the  county  of  Southampton, 
but  has  no  separate  commission  of  the 
peace.  Before  1842,  all  public  bridges 
in  the  island,  not  repairable  by  tenure, 
were  repaired  either  by  the  ti things, 
parishes  or  townships  in  which  they 
were  situate,  or  from  rates  levied  on  all 
the  parishes  in  the  island  under  the 
following  circumstances  : — The  island 
having  been  assessed  to  the  general 
county  rate,  and  appeals  against  such 


assessment  having  been  entered,  an 
arrangement  was  made,  in  1774,  by 
consent  under  an  order  of  quarter 
sessions,  fixing  certain  proportions  to 
be  paid  by  the  parishes  in  the  island 
towards  the  general  county  rate,  but 
leaving  the  expense  of  bridges  and  the 
house  of  correction  in  the  island  to  be 
raised  by  a  local  rate  ;  the  island  being 
adjudged  and  declared  not  to  be  liable 
to  pay  to  the  county  bridge  rate  or 
county  house  of  correction,  and  the 
inhabitants  agreeing  to  erect  and  main- 
tain houses  of  correction  and  bridges  in 
the  island  at  their  own  sole  expense. 
After  this  arrangement,  the  practice 
was  for  the  county  quarter  sessions, 
on  application  of  the  justices  for  the 
Isle  of  Wight  division,  to  lay  a  rate  in 
the  nature  of  a  county  rate  on  every 
parish  in  the  island,  for  the  repair  of 
the  island  bridges  and  bridewells.  Till 
1842,  there  had  been  no  instance  of  the 
general  county  rate  being  applied  to  the 
repair  of  the  island  bridges.  In  1813, 
53  Geo.  III.  c.  excii.,  appointed  com- 
missioners for  the  repair  of  the  high- 
ways in  the  island,  with  power  to  make 
assessments,  and  enacted  that  all  bridges 
previously  repaired  by  any  parishes, 
tithings,  divisions  or  townships  in  the 
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By  sect.  5  of  48  Geo.  III.  c.  59,1  it  is  enacted  that  "  no  bridge  statutory 
"  hereafter  to  be  built  in  any  county  by  or  at  the  expense  of  any  {JJ^^q118  a8 
"  individual  or  private  person,  body  politic  or  coiporate,  shall  be  liability 
"  deemed  a  county  bridge  unless  erected  in  a  substantial  and  ^.S60,  J11, 

s  a  C.  0«/j  S.  O. 

"  commodious  manner  under  the  direction  or  to  the  satisfaction 
"  of  the  county  surveyor." 

Trustees  appointed  by  a  local  Turnpike  Act  are  individuals  or 
private  persons  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute ;  and  a  bridge 
built  by  them  not  under  the  direction  or  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
county  surveyor,  &c,  is  not  a  bridge  which  the  inhabitants  of 
the  county  are  liable  to  repair.3 

The  section  applies  only  to  bridges  newly  built,  and  not  to 
a  bridge  merely  widened  or  repaired  since  the  passing  of  the 
Act.8 

Trustees  under  a  Turnpike  Act  having  built  a  bridge  across 
a  stream  where  a  culvert  would  have  been  sufficient,  but 
a  bridge  was  better  for  the  public,  the  county  cannot  refuse 
to  repair  such  bridge  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  absolutely 
necessary.3 

But  a  bridge  having  been  washed  away,  and  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act  rebuilt,  wider  than  before,  by  the  parish, 
partly  with  the  old  materials,  and  in  the  same  line  of  passage 
over  the  river,  but  without  notice  being  given  to  the  county 
surveyor,  has  been  held  not  to  be  a  new  bridge  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act,  and  that  the  county  were  consequently 
liable  to  repair  it.4 

In  Reg.  v.  Gloucestershire*  a  bridge  had  been  built  before  the 


island  should,  for  the  future,  be  repaired 
"  in  such  and  the  same  manner,  and  by 
"  such  and  the  same  ways  and  means," 
as  other  bridges,  "  usually  called  county 
"  bridges,"  within  the  island  had  been 
accustomed  to  be  repaired.  In  1842, 
and  since,  the  island  was  assessed 
generally  with  the  county,  and  no 
separate  island  rate  made.  Applica- 
tion for  the  repair  of  bridges  and 
bridewells  in  the  island  had  been,  since 
that  time,  made  to  county  quarter 
sessions  : — Held,  that  all  bridges,  which 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act 
were  repairable  by  the  tithings,  &c,  in 
which  they  were  situate,  were  for  the 
future  repairable  by  the  county  gener- 
ally, and  that  the  arrangement  of 
1774  did  not  affect  the  legal  liability 
of  the  county,  and  was  no  answer  to  an 


indictment  against  it  for  non-repair  of 
such  bridges. 

A  footbridge  formed  of  three  planks, 
nine  or  ten  feet  long,  and  a  handrail, 
and  which  carried  a  public  footpath 
across  a  small  stream,  was  held  not  to 
be  repairable  as  a  county  bridge,  though 
it  had  been  repaired  by  the  commis- 
sioners under  the  above-mentioned  local 
Act.  See.  too,  Heg.  v.  Middle  Lerel 
ChmmuutioHtrs,  10  L.  T.,  N.  S.  375. 

1  See  a7rfe,  p.  517,  note  (2). 

2  Hex  v.  Derby,  3  B.  k  Ad.  147  ;  37 
R.  R.  370. 

3  Hex  v.  Lancashire,  2  B.  &  Ad.  813  ; 
36  R.  R.  753. 

*  Jlex  v.  Devotuhire,  2  N.  &  M.  212  ; 
5  B.  &  Ad.  383  ;  39  R.  R.  507. 
6  2  Car.  &  M.  506. 
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County  not 
bound  to 
widen 
bridges  by 
force  of  obli- 
gation to 
repair  them. 


Act  over  a  stream  of  water  never  known  to  be  dry,  though  its 
depth  in  winter  only  averaged  two  and  a  half  feet ;  it  was  part 
of  a  sheet  of  water  crossing  low  land  at  the  place  where  the 
bridge  crossed  it,  and  confined  by  embankments  to  prevent  it 
from  overflowing  the  adjoining  meadows ;  and  the  judge  left  it  to 
the  jury  whether  this  structure  were  a  bridge  over  a  stream  of 
water,  for  if  so,  it  was  not  necessary  that  it  should  be  for  the 
convenience  of  the  public  under  sect.  5  of  48  Geo.  III.  c.  59,  but 
the  county  were  liable  to  repair  it.1 

The  inhabitants  of  a  county  are  not  liable  to  widen  a  public 
bridge  by  force  of  their  obligation  to  repair  it.3 

"  A  similar  question  to  this,"  said  Abbott,  C.  J.,  in  Rex  v. 
Devon,2  "  came  lately  before  the  Court  in  a  case  from  the  county 
"  of  Lincoln,3  and  we  then  expressed  a  strong  opinion  that  a 

1  A  bridge  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
originally  repaired  by  the  tithings,  was, 
after  the  passing  of  53  Geo.  III.  c.cxcii. 
(by  which  commissioners  for  the  repair 
of  highways  were  appointed,  and  bridges 
previously  repaired  by  the  tithings  were 
made  repairable  by  the  county)  wholly 
rebuilt  by  order  of  the  justices  of 
the  island  division  of  the  county  of 
Southampton.  The  new  bridge  was 
larger  than  the  old,  and  different  in 
form,  and  stood  higher  up  the  stream. 
The  expense  of  the  building  and  repairs 
were  defrayed  out  of  the  island  rate, 
imposed  under  a  previous  arrangement 
of  1774,  under  which  bridges  in  the 
island  were  repairable  by  the  tithings. 
The  conditions  prescribed  by  43  Geo. 
III.  c.  59  were  not  observed  in  building 
it : — Held,  that  the  county  was  liable 
to  repair  the  new  bridge.  (Seeifr^.  v. 
SwdhampUm,  18  Q.  B.  841  ;  17  Jur. 
254  ;  2  L.  J.,  M.  C.  201.) 

By  a  local  Act  of  1807,  a  road  passing 
over  a  bridge  was  made  repairable  by 
trustees  ;  but  at  do  time  was  the  bridge 
or  its  approaches  actually  repaired  by 
them.  The  road  became  an  ordinary 
highway.  By  another  local  Act  of  the 
same  year,  a  canal  company  was  em- 
powered to  support  bridges  across  their 
navigation,  provided  no  existing  liability 
to  repair  a  bridge  not  erected  or  altered 
by  the  company  should  be  affected.  The 
company  raised  the  surface  of  this  bridge 
without  altering  the  structure,  in  order 
to  give  the  approach  to  another  bridge 
over  their  navigation  the  incline  required 
by  their  Act.  They  did  this  without 
reference  to  the  county  surveyor  or 
justices.  By  33  &  34  Vict.  c.  73,  s.  12, 
where  a  turnpike  road  shall  have  become 
an  ordinary  highway,  all  bridges  which 


were  previously  repaired  by  the  trustees 
of  such  turnpike  road  shall  become 
county  bridges,  and  shall  be  kept  in 
repair  accordingly  : — Held,  that  by  this 
alteration  the  bridge  had  become  repair- 
able by  the  canal  company,  and  that 
this  general  provision  of  the  last  Act 
was  not  limited  to  those  bridges  erected 
by  private  expense,  which  alone  were 
repairable  by  a  county  under  43  Geo. 
III.  c.  59,  s.  5,  nor  to  bridges  which  had 
been  actually  repaired  by  trustees :  Beg, 
v.  So»ter*et,  38  L.  T.,  N.  S.  452,  Q.  B. 
Div. 

8  Bex  v.  Inhabitants  of  Devon,  7  D.  & 
R.  147;  4  B.  &  C.  670;  28  R.  R.  440, 
overruling  Bex  v.  Cumberland,  6  T.  R. 
194  ;  3  R.  R.  149,  where  Lord  Kenyon, 
C.  J.,  laid  down  that  an  indictment  for 
not  repairing  a  county  bridge  may  be 
removed  by  certiorari,  notwithstanding 
stat.  1  Anne,  c  18,  s.  5,  and  those  who 
are  bound  to  repair  a  bridge  are  bound 
to  widen  it  if  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  require ;  Bayley,  J.,  commented 
on  Beg.  v.  Stratford,  2  Ld.  Rayra.  1169, 
which  had  been  cited  by  counsel  for  the 
Crown. 

8  Bex  v.  Inhabitant*  of  Lincoln  (E.  T. 
5  Geo.  IV.,  May  10th,  1824),  where  the 
Court  suggested  there  was  no  case  to  be 
found  in  which  it  had  been  held  that  a 
county  was  liable  to  widen  a  public 
bridge,  and  intimated  a  strong  inclina- 
tion of  opinion  that  such  a  liability  did 
not  attach  as  an  incident  to  the  obliga- 
tion of  repair.  In  Bex  v.  West  Biding 
of  Yorkshire  (2  East,  358,  note  (a)  ;  6 
R.  R.  447,  n.),  where  to  an  indictment 
against  a  riding  for  not  repairing  a 
public  carriage-bridge,  the  plea  alleged 
that  certain  townships  had  im  memorially 
used  to  repair  the  said  bridge ;  evidence 
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"county  was  not  bound  to  make  a  bridge  wider  than  ever  it 
"  had  been  before.  .  .  .  The  question  now  is,  what  extent  of 
"  charge  can  by  law  be  cast  upon  the  inhabitants  of  a  county. 
" .  .  .  Now,  if  we  should  lay  down  the  law  to  be,  that  the 
"inhabitants  of  a  county  may  be  compelled  to  widen  a  bridge, 
"  I  am  utterly  unable  to  see  why  we  should  not  be  at  liberty  to 
"  say  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  parish  are  liable  to  widen  a  public 
<;  highway." 

Where,  however,  a  particular  parish  was  bound  by  prescription 
to  repair  an  old  wooden  footbridge  (used  by  carriages  only)  in 
times  of  flood ;  and  about  forty  years  ago,  the  trustees  of  the 
turnpike  road  built  on  the  same  site  a  much  wider  bridge  of 
brick,  which  was  constantly  used  ever  since  by  all  carriages 
passing  that  way ;  it  was  held,  that,  to  an  indictment  against 
the  county  for  not  repairing  this  bridge,  a  plea  that  the  parish 
had  immemorially  repaired,  and  still  ought  to  repair,  the  said 
bridge,  was  not  supported  by  evidence  of  the  above  facts ;  and 
that  the  burthen  of  repairing  the  new  bridge  must  be  borne  by 
the  county  at  large.1 

Sect.  2  of  48  Geo.  III.  c.  59,  enacted  that,  "  Where  any  bridge  43  Geo.  in. 
c  or  bridges,  or  roads  at  the  end  thereof,  repaired  at  the  expense  ^  widening* 
'  of  any  county,  shall  be  narrow  and  incommodious,  it  shall  and  bridges. 
'  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  '  justices  '  of  the  county,  at  any 
'of  their  General  Quarter  Sessions,  to  order  and  direct  such 
1  bridge  or  bridges,  and  roads,  to  be  widened,  improved,  and 
'  made  commodious  for  the  public."     The  section  also  contains 
a  proviso,  that  "  No  money  shall  be  applied  to  the  amendment 
'  or  alteration  of  any  such  bridge  or  bridges  until  presentment 
'  shall  have  been  made  of  the  insufficiency,  inconveniency,  or 
'  want  of  reparation  of  such  bridge  or  bridges,  in  pursuance  of 
'  some  or  one  of  the  statutes  made  and  now  in  force  concerning 
'public  bridges.' ' 

This  section  is  permissive,  and  not  imperative,  and  leaves  the 
justices  a  discretion  whether  or  not  to  order  a  bridge  to  be 
widened,  though  it  is  proved  to  them  to  be  narrow  and 
incommodious.3 


that  the  township  had  enlarged  the 
bridge  to  a  carriage-bridge,  which  they 
had  before  been  bound  to  repair  as  a 
footbridge,  was  held  not  to  support  the 
plea.  Where  townships  have  so  enlarged 
a  bridge,  which  they  were  before  bound 
to  repair  as  a  footbridge,    they   shall 


still  be  liable  pro  jrata.  Where  an 
individual  builds  a  bridge,  which  he 
dedicates  to  the  public,  by  whom  it  is 
used,  the  county  are  bound  to  repair  it. 

1  Hex  v.  Surrey,  2  Camp.  455. 

2  Be  Newport   Bridge,   2   El.  &  El. 
377  ;  6  Jur.,  N.  S.  97  ;  29  L.  J.,  M.  C.  52 ; 
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Approaches  to       Till   1885   the  inhabitants  of  the  county  were  liable  under 
n  ges.  22  j{e)lm  VIII.  c.  5,  8.  7,  to  repair  not  only  bridges,  but  also  the 

approaches  for  a  distance  of  800  feet  on  either  side ;  and, 
if  indicted  for  the  non-repair  thereof,  they  cannot  exonerate 
themselves,  except  by  pleading  specially  that  some  other  is 
bound  by  prescription  or  tenure  to  repair  the  same.1  And  this 
liability  continues  in  the  case  of  every  bridge  built  before  that 
date.  But  as  regards  all  bridges  built  since  20th  March,  1836, 
the  burden  of  maintaining  approaches  and  the  roadway  supported 
by  the  bridge  is  thrown  by  sect.  22  of  the  Highway  Act  of  1835 
(5  &  6  Will.  IV.  c.  50)  on  the  highway  authority,  and  not  on  the 
county.  Under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  all  county 
bridges  are  repairable  by  the  county  council ;  and  all  business 
formerly  done  by  quarter  sessions  in  respect  of  bridges  and 
roads  repairable  with  bridges,  and  all  powers  vested  in  the 
justices  of  a  county  by  the  Highways  and  Locomotives  (Amend- 
ment) Act,  1878  (41  (C-  42  Vict.  c.  77),  are  transferred  to  the 
county  council  (L.  G.  Act,  1888,  ss.  8  and  11).  Any  bridge  which 
is  not  a  county  bridge  must  be  repaired  as  it  was  before  the  Act. 
The  duty  of  repairing  extends  to  the  repair  of  all  the  artificial 
parts  of  the  structure,  and  includes  rebuilding  if  necessary ;  as 
in  the  case  of  the  bridge  built  by  Queen  Anne  at  Datchet  (R.  v. 
Inhabitants  of  Bucks).2 

Where  there  is  a  prescriptive  liability  to  repair  a  bridge, 
it  is  an  intendment  of  law,  in  absence  of  any  evidence  to 
the  contrary,  that  the  liability  extends  to  800  feet  of  the 
approaches  of  the  bridge.3 

A  new  and  substantive  bridge  of  public  utility,  built  within  the 
limit  of  one  county,  and  adopted  by  the  public,  is  repairable  by 
the  inhabitants  of  that  county,  although  it  be  built  within  800 
feet  of  an  old  bridge  repairable  by  the  inhabitants  of  another 
county,  who  were  bound  in  course  under  the  statute  22  Hen.  VIII. 
c.  5,  to  maintain  such  800  feet  of  road,  though  lying  in  the  other 
county.4  In  such  a  case,  each  is  a  substantive  bridge  in  a 
different  county,  and  the  bridge  cannot*  be  considered  as  an 
appendage  to  the  other.     The  statute  of  Henry  VIII.  attaches 

1  L.  T.,  N.  S.  1131  ;  cf.  Beg.  v.  Adder-  8  L.  J.  (0.  S.),  K.  B.  97  ;  33  R.  R.  394. 
bury  Eaxt,  1  D.  &  M.  324  ;  5  Q.  B.  187  ;  3  12  East,  192  ;  11  R.  R.  347. 

7  Jur.  1035  ;  13  L.  J.,  M.  C.  91.  a  Req.  v.  Lincoln,  3  N.  &  P.  273  ;  8 

1  West  Hiding  of  Yorkshire  v.  llcqem  A.  &  t.  65  ;  1  W.,  W.  &  H.  260  ;  2  Jur. 

(in  error  for  King's  Bench),  2  Dow,  1  ;  615,  807  ;  47  R.  R.  484. 
5  Taunt.  284  ;  7  East,  588  ;  3  Smith,  4  Jtex  v.  Devon,  14  East,  477  ;  13  R.  R. 

437  ;  14  R.  R.  96,  751  ;  M.  v.  Gloucester,  285. 
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equally  on  the  inhabitants  of  each  county  in  respect  to  its  own 
bridge.1 

The  liability  imposed  on  a  canal  company  by  a  private  Act  of 
Parliament  of  "making  and  perfecting/'  and  maintaining  and 
repairing  bridges  to  carry  highways  over  a  canal,  includes  the 
liability  to  maintain  and  repair  raised  approaches  which  are 
necessary  at  each  end  of  the  bridges.3 

Where  a  railway  is  carried  over  a  highway  by  means  of  a 
bridge,  no  liability  to  keep  in  repair  the  immediate  approaches 
on  each  side  of  the  bridge  is  cast  upon  the  county  by  any  of  the 
provisions  in  the  Railway  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,8  even 
though  the  company  have  lowered  the  level  of  the  old  highway 
in  making  those  approaches.4 

It  may  sometimes  happen  that  the  two  parts  of  a  bridge  may  where  the 
be  situate  in  different  counties,5  in  which  case  the  liability  to  bridges 
repair  would  be  naturally  divided  between  the  two  counties.0 

The  statute  5  d-  6  Will.  IV.  c.  76,  enlarging  the  boundaries  of 
certain  cities  and  boroughs  in  England  and  Wales,  for  the  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned,  does  not  relieve  a  county  from  the 
repair  of  bridges  situate  within  the  new  limits  of  boroughs,  but 
which,  previous  to  the  Act,  were  without  the  old  limits,  and 
repairable  by  the  county  at  large ; 7  but  where  a  county  of  a 
town  has  been  created  by  charter  and  declared  to  be  a  separate 


are 
in  different 
counties. 


1  Ibid.,  per  Lord  Ellenborough. 

'  Nottingham  County  Council  v.  Man- 
chester, Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Illy. , 
15  R.  35  ;  71  L.  T.  430. 

3  8  Vict.  c.  20,  ss.  46—65.  Sect. 
46  imposes  no  obligation  on  a  mil- 
way  company  to  carry  a  public  foot- 
path over  the  railway,  or  the  railway 
over  a  footpath  by  means  of  a  bridge  : 
Dart  ford  Rural  Council  v.  Bexlcy 
Heath  lily.,  A.  C.  210  (1898) ;  67  L.  J., 
Q.  B.  231  ;  77  L.  T.  601  ;  sec  also  S.  C, 
65  L.  J.,  Q  B.  469.  As  to  liability  of 
railway  company,  who,  being  authorized 
to  make  a  level  crossing  for  their  own 
convenience,  make  a  bridge,  see  London 
and  North  Wetter n  Illy.  v.  Ogrven 
District,  80  L.  T.  401  (1899),  and  S.  C, 
79  L.  T.  208. 

4  London  and  Xorth  Wedern  Illy.  v. 
'Skerton,  33  L.  J.,  M.  C.  158 ;  5  B.&  S.  559. 
Cf.  Waterford  and  Limerick  R-ail.  Co.  v. 
Kearney ,  12  Ir.  Com.  Law  Rep.  224,  and 
Foxherry  v.  The  Water/ord  and  Limerick 
Hail.  Co.,  13  Ir.  Com.  Law  Rep.  494. 

6  Reg.  v.  Xew  Sarum,  2  New  Sess.  Cas. 


133  ;  7  Q.  B.  241  ;  10  Jur.  176  ;  15  L.  J., 
M.  C.  15  ;  Reg.  v.  Brecon,  4  New  Sess. 
Cas.  272  :  15  Q.  B.  813  ;  19  L.  J.,  M.  C. 
203.  Cf.  Rex  v.  Devon,  14  East,  477  ; 
13  R.  R.  285. 

6  In  A.~G.  v.  Forbe*,  8  MyL  &  C. 
123  ;  45  R.  R.  15,  an  injunction  was 
granted  on  an  information  and  bill,  upon 
the  ground  of  public  nuisance,  to  restrain 
the  magistrates  of  a  county  from  cutting 
the  timbers  supporting  the  roadway  of 
a  bridge,  which  timbers  and  roadway, 
at  the  place  proposed  to  be  cut,  were 
within  their  jurisdiction,  but  of  which 
the  other  extremity  was  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  different  county. 

7  Reg.  v.  Xew  Sarum,  2  New  Sess.  Cas. 
1 33.  lief  erring  to  t  h  i  s  case,  Patteson,  J. , 
in  Reg.  v.  Brecon,  4  New  Sess.  Cas.  272, 
said  :  "  In  that  case,  a  parish  containing 
"  a  bridge  was  added  to  an  old  borough, 
"  which  had  never  been  liable  to  main- 
"  tain  any  bridges,  and  it  would  be 
"strange  to  say,  that,  in  such  a  case,  a 
"new  liability  was  cast  where  none  had 
"  existed  before." 
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Liability  to 
repair  ration* 
tenurat. 

The  owner  of 
land  is  ulti- 
mately liable, 
though 
primarily  the 
occupier  may 
be. 


county,  the  county  in  which  it  was  originally  situated  is  not 
iable  for  repair  of  a  bridge  within  its  boundaries.1 

Where  a  bridge  over  the  Wye  was  situated  in  a  certain  parish, 
part  of  which  was  on  the  right  and  part  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river ;  and  where,  owing  to  the  passing  of  7  dt  8  Vict.  c.  61, 
doubts  arose  as  to  the  liability  of  two  counties  on  opposite  sides 
of  the  river  to  repair  the  said  bridge : — Held,  that,  in  the  absence 
of  any  words  in  the  Act  determining  the  boundary  between  the 
two  counties,  the  ordinary  rule  of  medium  filum  aqa<e  must  apply, 
and  that  the  middle  of  the  river  continuously  was  such  boundary 
line.2 

A  bridge  at  £.  was  partly  within  the  county  of  Stafford  and 
partly  within  the  county  of  Derby.  By  a  local  Act  the  expenses 
of  maintaining  it  were  to  be  borne  in  equal  moieties  by  the 
respective  county  rates.  £.  was  an  urban  sanitary  district 
partly  within  the  two  counties.  Under  sect.  50  (1)  (b)  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1888  (51  <£•  52  Vict.  c.  41),  B.  became  wholly 
included  in  the  county  of  Stafford  : — Held,  that  notwithstanding 
the  above  section  the  local  Act  remained  in  force,  and  that  both 
counties  were  still  liable  to  pay  equally  for  repairs.8 

"  With  respect  to  the  liability  at  common  law  for  the  repair  of 
"bridges  ratione  temine,"  said  Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  in  Baker  v. 
GreenhiU,*  "  the  result  of  the  authorities  seems  to  be  to  throw 
"  the  charge  ultimately  upon  the  owner,  though  primarily,  as 
"  far  as  the  public  are  concerned,  the  occupier  may  be  the  person 
"  chargeable  by  indictment  in  case  of  non-repair  ; 6  (lite  Queen  v. 
" Bucknell*  and  the  cases  there  cited) ;  and  it  would  seem 
"  from  those  authorities,  that,  if  the  owner  of  land  charged  with 
"  the  repair  of  a  bridge  ratione  tennrce  suffer  it  to  be  out  of  repair, 
"  and  the  occupier  of  the  land  be  indicted  and  fined,  he  would  be 
"  entitled  to  look  for  reimbursement  to  the  owner  who  ought  to 


1  Reg.  v.  Inhabitant*  of  Southampton^ 
19  Q.  B.  t).  590  ;  17  Q.  B.  D.  424. 

2  Reg.  v.  Brecon,  4  New  Sess.  Cas. 
272  ;  15  Q.  B.  813  ;  19  L.  J.,  M.  C.  203. 

8  Staffordshire  and  Derby shire  County 
Councils,  In  re,  54  J.  P.  566  (1890). 

4  8Q.  B.  148;  2  G.  &  D.  435. 

6  Rex  v.  Sutton,  5  N.  &  M.  853  ;  42 
R.  R.  490  ;  and  also  Rex  v.  Kerrison,  1 
M.  &  S.  435  ;  14  R.  R.  491  ;  Rex  v. 
Oxfordshire,  16  East,  223;  14  R.  R. 
491  ;  Rex  v.  Jlayman,  M.  &  M.  401  ;  31 
R.  11.  742  :  Rex  v.  Middlesex,  3  B.  & 


Ad.  201  ;  37  R.  R.  396.  An  owner  of 
lands  who  is  not  the  occupier  of  them 
cannot  be  charged  ratione  tenvrte  with 
the  repair  of  a  common  highway.  Where 
a  highway  repairable  ratione  texur*  is* 
under  statutory  powers,  so  altered  in  its 
nature  and  course  as  to  be  practically 
destroyed,  the  liability  to  repair  rati**? 
temtra  ceases  :  ife».  y.  Barker,  25  Q.B. 
D.  213  (1890). 

6  7  Mod.  55,  98  ;  Hawk.  P.  C.  K  1. 
c.  77,  s.  3,  vol.  2,  p.  258,  7th  ed. 
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"  have  it  repaired,  and  who  holds  the  land  by  the  service  of 
"  repairing  the  bridge." l 

Such  appears  to  be  the  general  rule  respecting  liability  ration* 
tenura.  Some  illustrations  of,  and  exceptions  to  it,  require, 
however,  to  be  noted. 

An  infant  seised  of  lands  in  the  actual  possession  of  the 
guardian  in  socage,2  is  not  indictable  for  the  non-repair  of  a 
bridge  ratione  tenura,  and  the  guardian  in  socage,  if  in  possession 
of  the  lands  charged  with  the  repairs,  is  indictable.2 

An  indictment,  charging  an  individual  with  the  repair  of  a 
bridge,  by  reason  of  his  being  owner  and  j^'oinietor  of  a  contain 
navigation,  is  not  equivalent  to  charging  him  mtione  tenura,  but 
is  erroneous;  and  if  judgment  be  given  thereon,  upon  error 
brought  it  will  be  reversed.8  A  count,  it  appears,  charging  such 
an  individual,  by  reason  of  his  being  owner  of  a  navigation, 
under  a  private  Act  of  Parliament,  must  set  forth  the  Act. 
A  person  who  is  merely  entitled  as  one  of  the  public  to  use  a 
bridge  carrying  the  highway  over  a  river  is  not  justified  in 
entering  on  another  person's  land  and  re-erecting  the  bridge 
which  has  been  allowed  to  fall  into  a  state  of  decay.4  Where 
there  is  no  obligation  to  repair,  there  can  be  (in  the  absence 


Liability  of 
an  infant 
seised  of  lands 
in  socage. 


Of  proprietor 
of  a  naviga- 
tion. 


Bight  to 
erect  a  new 
bridge. 


1  In  this  case, — Baker  v.  Crreen/till,  3 
Q.  B.  148, — a  landowner,  liable,  amongst 
others,  to  repair  a  bridge  ratione  tenurrc, 
demised  land  ;  and  the  lessee  covenanted 
to  pay  the  rent  clear  of  land  tax,  and  all 
other  taxes  and  dediuiions  what soerer ', 
either  parliamentary  orparoc/i  ial,  taxed 
or  impoxi'd,  or  to  he  taxed  or  imjHmed% 
vpon  the  premine*,  or  upon  the  lemtr,  in 
respect  thereof,  the  landlord's  property 
tax  only  excepted.  A  statute,  reciting 
the  liability  ratione  tenure,  and  that 
part  of  the  bridge  was  out  of  repair, 
enacted  that  landowners  liable  as  above, 
should  repair,  and  keep  in  repair,  the 
said  parts  during  the  continuance  of  the 
Act.  On  their  default,  road  trustees 
appointed  under  the  Act  were  to  do  the 
repairs,  and  recover  against  owners  ;  a 
power  of  distress  under  a  justice's 
warrant  being  given  to  enforce  pay- 
ment ;  while,  for  raising  the  sums 
required,  a  power  was  also  given  to 
the  landowners,  to  call  meetings,  and 
to  meet  and  make  rates  according  to 
the  value  of  the  chargeable  land  ;  such 
rates  to  be  levied  by  distress,  if  neces- 
sary. A  subsequent  Act,  reciting  the 
above-mentioned  liability,  made  further 
provisions  as  to  the  holding  of  such 
meetings,  and  levying  rates  for  the  said 
repairs : — Held,  that  the  original  liability 


for  contribution  to  repairs  did  not,  by 
these  enactments,  become  a  parlia- 
mentary tax  or  deduction  within  the 
lessee's  covenant ;  and,  therefore  (the 
Court  finding  no  clause  in  the  above 
statutes  which  extended  the  ultimate 
liability  to  lessees  and  occupiers,  as  well 
as  owners),  that  the  lessee,  having  been 
compelled,  in  the  lessor's  default,  to  pay 
a  rate  made  as  above,  and  charged  upon 
him  as  lessee  and  occupier,  might  (in 
the  manner  pointed  out  by  one  of  the 
statutes)  recover  the  amount  from  the 
lessor. 

2  Guardian  in  socage  is  the  next  friend 
in  blood  to  whom  the  inheritance  cannot 
descend  :  Hex  v.  Sntto?it  5  N.  Ac  M., 
note  («),  p.  553  ;  42  R.  R.  490 ;  Lit. 
123  ;  Park.  65 ;  Dyer,  359  b ;  2  Roll. 
Abr.  40,  1,  10,  citing  27  Edw.  III.  79  b 
of  the  1st  ed.  of  the  Year  Books,  being 
27  Edw.  III.  fo.  3,  pi.  26,  of  the  2nd  ed. ; 
14YiD.78.pL2. 

8  ltex  v.  Sutton,  5N.&  M.  353  ;  3  A. 
&  E.  597 ;  1  H.  &  W.  428  ;  42  R.  R. 
490.  So  any  occupier  of  the  lands 
charged.  Quaere,  whether  the  guardian 
in  socage  or  other  owner  of  the  lands 
charged  not  in  po**e**ian  would  also  be 
indictable. 

*  Campbell  Davy*  v.  Lloyd,  (1901)  2 
Ch.  518. 
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of  special  power  given)  no  right  to  repair,  and  the  default  of 
a  local  authority  cannot  extend  the  burden  placed  upon  the  land, 
or  give  to  other  persons  a  right  which  would  not  have  existed 
if  the  local  authority  had  not  been  in  default. 

Collins,  L.  J.,  says :  "  This  was  an  action  of  trespass  by  erect- 
"  ing  a  bridge  over  the  plaintiff's  land  consisting  of  one  moiety 
"  of  the  bed  of  the  river  Irfon  in  Wales.  The  defendants'  pleas 
"  were  'not  possessed/  and  that  there  was  a  highway  over  the 
"  locus  in  quo  by  means  of  a  footbridge,  and  the  defendants, 
"  having  occasion  to  use  the  said  way,  entered  upon  the  locos  in 
"  quo,  and  because  the  bridge  had  been  destroyed,  erected  and  laid 
"  a  footbridge  across  the  river,  and  necessarily  did  the  acts  com- 
"  plained  of,  without  unnecessary  damage,  for  the  purpose  of  using 
"  the  said  highway.  The  jury  found  the  issue  on '  not  possessed ' 
"  for  the  plaintiff,  and  on  the  other  issue  for  the  defendants.  On 
"  an  appeal  by  the  plaintiff  to  this  Court  the  finding  for  the 
*'  defendants  was  impeached  on  various  grounds,  and  in  addition 
"  it  was  contended  that,  even  accepting  the  findings,  the  defen- 
"  dants  were  not  entitled  to  judgment.  We  decided  to  determine 
"  this  point  first,  as,  if  the  defendants  are  right  upon  it,  it  dis- 
"  poses  of  the  action.  It  was  contended  for  the  plaintiff  that, 
"  assuming  it  to  be  the  fact  that  a  highway  for  foot-passengers 
"  by  means  of  a  footbridge  across  the  river  existed,  the  fact  that 
"  that  bridge  had  been  destroyed  gave  no  right  to  the  defendants 
"  to  come  upon  the  plaintiff's  land  and  erect  a  new  one.  I 
"  think  this  contention  is  well  founded.1  Even  if  the  right 
"  to  '  abate '  can  be  said  to  exist  at  all  in  the  case  of  nuisance 
"  arising  from  mere  non-feasance,  as  to  which  see  the  argument 
"  of  Mr.  Parke,  afterwards  Parke,  J.,  and  the  judgment  of 
"  Best,  J.,  in  the  Earl  of  Lonsdale  v.  Nelson*  I  do  not  think  the 
"  cases  which  establish  the  right  to  abate  by  an  individual  for 
"  the  purpose  of  passage  would  extend  to  protect  such  acts  as 
"  were  done  by  the  defendants  in  this  case.  If  this  were  the  law 
"  every  individual  who  was  obstructed  in  his  desire  to  cross 
"  would  be  equally  entitled  to  erect  a  permanent  structure  of  his 
"  own  design,  although  the  obligation  to  repair  and  the  incidental 
"  right  to  determine  the  method  might  be  in  other  persons,  who, 
"  moreover,  might  be  reached  by  indictment. " 
Covenant  to         On  a  covenant  to  build  a  bridge  in  a  substantial  manner,  and 

build  and 

i  Campbell  Danjx  v.  Lloyd,  (1901)  2  2  2  B.  k  C.  302  ;  26  R.  R.  368. 

Ch.  at  p.  522. 
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to  keep  it  in  repair  for  a  certain  time,  the  party  is  bound  to  repair  a 
rebuild  the  bridge,  though  broken  by  an  extraordinary  flood.1        fa^btoding 

"  It  has  been  usual,"  remarked  Lord  Kenyon,  C.  J.,2  "  for  many  when  damage 
"  years  past,  to  insert  covenants  of  this  kind  in  contracts  for  extraordinary 
"  building  bridges.  .  .  .  The  principle  stated  by  the  counsel  for  flood* 
"  the  plaintiffs3  is  the  true  one  ;  if  the  defendants  had  chosen  to 
"  except  any  loss  of  any  kind,  it  should  have  been  introduced 
"  into  the  contract  by  way  of  exception.     It  is  sufficient  to  say 
"  here  that  the  contract  of  the  defendants  extends  to  this  case  ; 
"  that  they  have  not  fulfilled  it;  and,  therefore,  that  they  are 
"  answerable."4 

If  A.  grants  liberty,  licence,  power,  and  authority  to  B.  and  1*  bridge  be 
his  heirs  to  build  a  bridge  on  his  land,  and  £.  covenants  to  build  individual" 
the  bridge  for  public  use,  and  to  repair  it,  and  not  to  demand  ??idedi ¥£** 
toll,  the  property  in  the  materials  of  the  bridge,  when  built  and  ownership  of 
dedicated  to  the  public,  still  continues  in  B.,  subject  to  the  right  ^bu^d^11* 
of  passage  by  the  public ;  and  when  severed  and  taken  away  by 
a  wrongdoer,   he  may  maintain  trespass  for  the  asportation.5 
"  They  [the  materials]  were  dedicated  by  him  to  the  public  for 
"given  purposes;  but  a  scintilla  of  property  still  remained  in 
"him."6 

An  indictment  for  not  repairing  a  bridge,  described  as  situate  Form  of  in- 
within  the  parishes  of  Penegoes  and  Machynleth,  and  averring  n|^I5^ror 
that   the  inhabitants  of  Penegoes,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  ratione 
township  of  Machynleth,  were  liable  to  repair,  by  reason  of  the 
tenure  of  certain  lands,  without  going  on  to  state  what  part  of 
the  bridge  was  situate  within  the  township  of  Machynleth,  and 
that  the  inhabitants  thereof  were  liable  to  repair,  is  erroneous.7 


1  Rex  v.  Kerrison,  1  M.  &  S.  435  ;  14 
E.  R.  491  ;  cf.  Rex  v.  Ptnegoen  and 
Machynleth,  3  D.  &  R.  388 ;  23  R.  R. 
334  ;  26  R.  R.  294. 

2  Brecknock  Navigation  v.  Pritchard. 
7  T.  R.  750  ;  3  R.  R.  335. 

8  Per  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  : — 
"The  distinction  taken  in  the  books  is 
"  this :  When  the  law  creates  a  duty, 
"and  the  party  is  disabled  to  perform 
"it  without  any  default  in  him,  and  he 
"has  no  remedy  over,  the  law  will 
"  excuse  him  ;  but  when  the  party  by 
"his  own  contract  creates  a  duty  or 
"charge  upon  himself,  he  is  bound  to 
"  make  it  good  if  he  may,  notwithstand- 
"  ing  any  accident  by  inevitable  neces- 
"  sity,  because  he  might  have  provided 
11  against  it  by  his  contract.    And  there- 


"fore  if  a  lessee  covenant  to  repair  a 
"  house,  though  it  should  be  burned  by 
41  lightning,  or  thrown  down  by  enemies, 
"  yet  he  ought  to  repair.  (All.  27  :  Dyi 
"  33  a ;  Com.  Rep.  627  ;  and  Bullock  v. 
11  Dommitt,  6  T.  R.  651  ;  3  R.  R.  300). 
"  And  here  a  loss  by  a  flood  must  have 
"been  the  very  loss  in  contemplation  of 
"the  parties."  See  Rirer  Wear  Com- 
mimimers  v.  Ad  am  ton,  2  App.  Cas.  743, 
ante,  Chap.  III.  p.  151. 

4  For  liability  for  damage  by  extra- 
ordinary floods,  see  ante,  pp.  147  et  seq. 

*  Harrison  v.  Parker,  6  East,  154  ;  2 
Smith,  262  ;  8  R.  R.  434. 

6  Ibid,  per  Lord  Ellen  borough. 

7  Bex  v.  Penegoes  and  Machynleth,  3 
D.  &  R.  388  ;  2  B.  &  C.  166 ;  26  R.  R. 
294. 
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To  an  indictment  against  a  county  for  not  repairing  a  bridge, 
it  was  pleaded,  that  J.  S.  is  liable  ratione  tenura : — Held,  that 
this  plea  was  not  supported  by  evidence  that  the  estate  of  J.  S. 
was  part  of  a  larger  estate,  which  part  J.  S.  purchased  of  the 
former  owner,  who  retained  the  rest  in  his  own  hands,  and,  as 
well  before  the  purchase  as  since,  had  repaired  the  bridge.1 

If  a  manor  be  held  by  the  service  of  tenure  of  repairing  a 
common  bridge  or  highway,  and  the  manor  be  divided,  the 
tenant  of  any  parcel,  either  of  the  demesnes  or  services,  is  liable 
to  the  whole  charge,  but  may  recover  contribution.1  An  agree- 
ment by  the  lord  to  discharge  the  purchasers,  would  only  bind 
him  and  those  who  claim  under  him,  and  will  not  affect  the 
remedy  of  the  public.  Though  the  manor  comes  into  the  hands 
of  the  Grown,  yet  the  duty  continues  as  against  every  person 
claiming  under  the  Crown.2 
Liability  to  An  indictment  for  non-repair  of  a  road  or  bridge  on  a  liability 

immemorial  ration*  tenura,  cannot  be  sustained  where  it  appears  that  the 
tenement  on  which  the  liability  is  charged  originated  within 
time  of  legal  memory.3  On  such  an  indictment  parishioners  are 
admissible  witnesses  for  the  prosecution.4 

In  Rex  v.  Middlesex,*  it  was  pleaded  to  an  indictment  against 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  for  non-repair  of  a  footbridge, 
that  it  was  parcel  of  a  carriage-bridge  which  A.  B.  was  bound  to 
repair  ratione  tenura.  The  liability  to  repair  the  carriage-bridge, 
which  had  been  built  in  1119,  and  the  repair  charged  on  certain 
abbey  lands  of  which  A.  B,  was  the  present  proprietor,  was 


1  Rex  v.  Oxfordshire,  16  East,  223. 
But  where  in  this  case  the  county  was 
found  guilty,  the  Court  gave  leave  to 
stay  judgment  upon  payment  of  costs 
until  another  indictment  was  preferred, 
in  order  to  try  the  liability,  Loni  Ellen- 
borough,  C.  J.,  saying,  "But  I  should 
"  be  sorry  to  conclude  the  county  from 
"bringing  forward  their  case,  as  it  is 
41  clear  they  have  never  repaired." 

2  Reg.  v.  BuecUuch,  Biwhess  of  1 
Salk.  358. 

3  Rex  v.  Hay  man,  M.  &  M.  401 ;  31 
R.  R.  742.  There  the  indictment  alleged 
that  defendant  and  those  whose  estate  he 
had  of  and  in  a  certain  mill,  from  time 
whereof  the  memory  of  man  runneth 
not  to  the  contrary,  had  repaired,  and 
of  right  ought  to  repair,  &c.  Certain 
documents  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
were  put  in  for  the  defendants,  which 
showed  conclusively  that  the  mill,  by 


reason  of  the  tenure  of  which  the 
obligation  was  alleged,  did  not  exist 
before  that  time  ;  and  it  was  contended 
that  this  disproved  the  liability. 

Per  Tindal,  C.  J.,  "It  is' essential  to 
prove  the  liability  from  time  out  of 
memory.  This  is  disproved,  and  the 
defendant  must  be  acquitted."  See,  too, 
note  at  p.  403  of  report,  and  Rex  v. 
Stoughton,  2  Saund.  158. 

4  See  54  Geo.  III.  c.  170,  s.  9. 

5  3  B.  &  A.  201  ;  37  R.  B.  396 ;  cf. 
Rex  v.  Wext  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  2  East, 
359  ;  6  R.  R.  447,  n.  Per  Littledale,  J. : 
"  I  think  the  footbridge  which  was 
"  erected  in  comparatively  modern  times 
"  cannot  be  considered  as  having  become 
"parcel  of  the  old  carriage-bridge  re- 
pairable by  the  owners  of  the  abbey 
"  lands,  but  was  a  distinct  structure, 
"  and,  therefore,  that  the  verdict  must 
44  stand  for  the  Crown." 
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admitted ;  but  it  was  denied  that  the  footbridge  was  part  of  the 
same,  and  it  was  proved  that  the  latter  had  been  constructed  in 
1763  by  trustees  of  a  turnpike  road  with  the  consent  of  a  certain 
number  of  the  proprietors  of  the  abbey  lands : — Held,  that  this 
(being  the  footbridge  mentioned  in  the  indictment)  was  not 
parcel  of  the  carriage-bridge  which  A.  B.  was  bound  by  tenure 
to  repair,  and  consequently  that  the  county  was  bound  to  repair 
the  footbridge. — Per  Lord  Tenterden,  "Now  it  is  well  established 
"  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  county,  though  bound  to  repair  a 
"  bridge  are  not  bound  to  widen." 

On   an   indictment   for  the  non-repair  of    a  bridge  ratione  whatisevi- 
tenurce : — Held,   that   a  record  of  18  Edw.  777.,  setting  out  a  Negative  an 
presentment  of  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  for  non-repair  of  the  bridge  immemorial 
and  his  acquittal  by  the  jury,  which  was  shortly  after  followed  ration/ 
by  a  grant  of  pontage  from  the  Crown,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  to"*™*. 
been  found  by  inquest  that  no  one  was  liable  to  repair  the  bridge, 
is  admissible  in  evidence  to  negative  an  immemorial  liability 
ratione  tenura.1 

Where,  in  an  answer  to  an  indictment,  it  is  pleaded  that  one  Evidence  of 

Ai»via  •  .•  .  -j  #  x   j»         •      reputation 

.  is  liable  to  repair  ratwne  tenura,  evidence  of  reputation  is  admissible  in 

admissible  in  proof  of  such  liability.3  P.r<"f.of 

*  liability. 

The  principle  as  to  prescriptive  liability  is  discussed  by  Lord  Liability  to 
Ellenborough  in  Rex  v.  Ecclesfield.*    Beferring  to  the  Statute  of  JJJ^Hption. 
Bridges  and  Magna  Charta,  he  says  :  4 — 

"  From  both  which  statutes  it  appears  that  towns  or  districts 
"  smaller  than  a  county  had  been  accustomed  in  some  cases  to 
"  make  bridges ;  and  so,  in  fact,  they  continue  to  do  until  this 
"  day.  And  upon  the  whole  it  seems  manifest  that  the  extent 
"  of  the  territory  chargeable  in  the  case  is  to  be  ascertained  by 
"  usage  and  custom,  and  that  in  default  only  of  an  usage  and 
"  custom  to  charge  a  smaller  territory,  the  charge  shall  be  upon 
"  the  larger,  i.e.,  upon  the  county  " ;  and  he  then  goes  on  to 
draw  an  analogy  between  the  liability  of  a  parish  to  repair  a 
bridge  and  that  of  a  township  to  repair  a  road  by  usage.5 

1  Reg.  v.  Sutton,  3  N.  &  P.  669  ;  47  *  Reg.  v.  Bedfordshire,  4  El.  &  Bl. 

R.  R.  782.      The  jury,  after  finding  a  535  ;  1  Jur.,N.  S.  208  ;  24  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  81, 

verdict  of  acquittal,  also  found  that  the  s  1  B.  &  A.  348  ;  19  R.  B.  335  ;  Rex 

bridge  had  been  recently  built,  and  that  v.  Hendon,  4  B.  &  A.  628,  note  (c)  ;  38 

no  one  was  liable  to  repair  it.    Semble,  R.  R.  333. 

that  such  finding  by  a  jury  in  ancient  4  Page  359. 

times  is  admissible    as    reputation  on  *  Cf .  Blackstone's  Com.  vol.  i.  p.  357  ; 

questions  as  to  the  liability  to  repair  9  Hen.  III.  c.  15  (Ruff.)  ;  22  Hen.  VIII. 

ration*  tenures.  c.  5. 
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A  parish  may 
be  indictable. 


So,  too,  a 
hundred. 


Or  a  prescrip- 
tive corpora- 
tion. 


As  stated  above,1  the  repair  of  bridges  by  tenure  or  prescrip- 
tion is  a  remnant  of  the  trinoda  necessitate  the  common  law 
liability  of  the  county  not  being  established  fully  till  the  passing 
of  the  Statute  of  Bridges  in  22  Hen.  VIII.  c.  5.  In  such  few  cases, 
therefore,  as  the  immemorial  custom  of  repairing  a  bridge  can 
be  proved,  it  can  be  pleaded  in  defence  to  an  indictment.3 

Hence,  a  parish  may  be  indicted  for  non-repair  of  a  bridge 
without  stating  any  other  ground  of  liability  than  immemorial 
usage.3 

So,  too,  a  hundred  may  be  charged  by  prescription  with  the 
reparation  of  a  bridge ;  and  this,  although  it  appears  that  by  a 
statute  within  time  of  legal  memory  one  of  the  townships,  parcel 
of  the  hundred,  was  then  annexed  to  it.4  In  such  a  case  the 
proper  way  would  be  to  allege  that  the  corporation  had 
immemorially  repaired ;  and  then,  however  constituted  the 
corporate  body  may  have  been  at  different  periods,  the  allegation 
would  be  sustained/ 

A  charter  of  Edward  VI.,  granted  upon  the  recited  prayer  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  recited 
that  a  guild  in  an  ancient  borough  was  founded  and  endowed 
with  lands,  out  of  the  rents  and  revenues  and  profits  of  which  a 
school  and  an  almshouse  were  maintained  and  a  bridge  repaired. 
That  on  the  dissolution  of  the  guild  and  the  passing  of  the  lands 
to  the  Grown,  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough,  reciting  that  the 
said  borough  had  from  time  immemorial  enjoyed  franchises, 
liberties,  &c,  &c,  &c,  which  had  been  enjoyed  by  reason  of  the 
said  guild,  and  that  by  the  dissolution  thereof  the  borough  and 
its  government  would  fall  into  a  worse  state  without  speedy 
remedy,  &c,  &c,  prayed  to  be  deemed  worthy  to  be  made  a 
body  corporate,  ic,  &c.  That  they  were  in  consequence  granted 
to  be  a  corporation  "  with  the  same  bounds  and  limits  as  the 
"  borough  and  the  jurisdictions  thereof  from  time  immemorial  had 
"  extended  to,"  and  that  the  king,  "  willing  that  the  almshouse 
"  and  the  school  should  be  kept  up  and  maintained  as  heretofore 


1  Ante,  p.  516. 

*  Rex  v.  Stratford-ofi'Avon,  14  East, 
348  ;  Rex  v.  Oswestry,  6  M.  &  S.  361  ; 
18  R.  R.  398 ;  Ilex  v.  Hendon,  4  B.  & 
Ad.  628  ;  38  R.  R.  333  ;  and  cf.  Reg.  v. 
Surrey,  2  C.  &  M.  455  ;  Reg.  v.  Adder- 
bury,  1  D.  &  M.  324. 

»  Rex  v.  Hendon,  4  B.  &  A.  628  ;  88 
R.  R.  333. 


4  Rex  v.  Oswestry,  6  M.  &  S.  361  ;    18 
R.  R.  398. 

*  Holroyd,  J.,  in  Rex  v.  Oswestry,  6 
M.  &  S.  361  ;  18  R.  R.  398.  See  note  O) 
p.  361  of  the  report,  for  form  of  an 
indictment  against  the  corporation  of 
Kingston  for  the  non-repair  of  Kingston 
Bridge. 
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"  (but  without  mentioning  the  bridge),  and  that  the  great  charges 
"  to  the  borough  and  its  inhabitants  from  time  to  time  incident 
"  might  be  the  better  sustained  and  supported/'  granted  to  the 
corporation  the  lands  of  the  late  guild.     By  parol  testimony  it 
was  proved  that  as  far  back  as  living  memory  went,  the  corpora- 
tion had  always  repaired  the  bridge : — Held,  taking  the  whole  of 
the  charter  and  the  parol  testimony  together,  the  preponderance 
of  the  evidence  was,  first,  that  this  was  a  corporation  by  prescrip- 
tion, though  words  of  creation  only  were  used  in  the  incorporating 
part  of  the  charter  of  Edward  VI. ;  and  secondly,  that  the  burden 
of  repairing  the  bridge  was  upon  such  prescriptive  corporation 
during  the  existence  of  the  guild  before  that  charter ;  though  the 
guild  out  of  their  revenues  had  in  fact  repaired  the  bridge,  which 
was  only  in  ease  of  the  corporation  and  not  ratione  tenura? 
and  that  the  corporation  were  still  bound  by  prescription,  and 
not  merely  by  tenure;    and,  therefore,  that  a  verdict  against 
them   upon   an   indictment   for  the   non-repair  of   the   bridge 
charging  them  as  immemorially  bound  to  repair  was  sustainable.1 
"Where  there  is  a  prescriptive  liability  to  repair  a  bridge,  it  is 
an  intendment  of  law,  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  to  the 
contrary,  that  the  liability  extends  to  800  feet  of  the  approaches 
at  each  end  of  the  bridge.2 

1  Rex  v.  Stratford-on-Avon,  14  East,  807  ;  47  R.  R.484.    See  remarks  of  Lord 

348  ;  cf.  Rex  v.  Osicextry,  6  M.  &  S.  361,  Denman,  C.  J.,  therein  on  the  Abbot  of 

note  (a)  ;  18  R.  R.  398.  Combe's  case,  43  Assis.  pi.  37  ;  and  on 

8  Reg.  v.  Lincoln,  3  N.  &  P.  273  ;  8  A.  Rex   v.    West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  7 

&  E.  65  ;  1  W.  W.  &  H.  260  ;  2  Jur.  615,  East,  598  ;  8  R.  R.  688. 
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OF    TOLLS    AND    RATES. 

Of  the  incidents  mentioned  in  the  previous  chapter, 
tolls  and  rates — remain  to  be  noticed.  Of  these  the  first-named 
is  naturally  connected  with  the  right  of  navigation,  and  has  been 
already  incidentally  alluded  to.1  The  second,  that  of  rateability, 
arises  from  the  improvement  of  land  in  value  by  water  which 
either  rises  on  it  in  the  form  of  springs,  or  passes  over  it  in  the 
form  of  a  natural  watercourse,  or  is  conveyed  over  it  artificially, — 
as  by  open  channels  or  pipes. 

Toll,  tolnetum,  or  telagium  are  all  of  them  terms  of  the  same 
import,  and  signify,  in  a  general  sense,  a  sum  of  money  paid  by 
the  buyer  for  exporting  or  importing  goods  and  merchandise.3 
Toll  has  also  been  defined  as  "  a  tribute  or  custom  paid  for 
"  passage  "  ;s  while  in  the  Tennes  de  la  Ley*  it  is  described  as  "  a 
"  payment  used  in  cities,  towns,  markets,  or  fairs  for  goods  and 
"  cattle  brought  thither  to  be  bought  or  sold,  and  is  always  paid 
"  by  the  buyer,  and  not  by  the  seller,  unless  there  is  some 
"custom  otherwise."5 

Such  definitions  are,  however,  as  is  stated  in  the  authority 
above  quoted,  too  general  for  practical  purposes  ;  and  the  nature 
of  toll  will  be  better  understood  if  we  briefly  examine  the  distinc- 
tion between  toll  thorough  and  toll  traverse,  the  two  chief  species 
of  toll.  This  will  be  conveniently  done  here,  since  as  the  law 
relating  to  the  taking  of  tolls  for  passage  on  a  highway  or 
through  a  street  applies  equally  to  that  along  the  sea  or  navig- 
able waters,  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider  some  points  relating 
to  the  general  law  of  tolls  before  treating  of  those  incident  to 
various  rights  of  water.6 


1  See  Chap.  I.,  Chap.  V.,  and  Chap. 
VII.,  and  as  to  Ferries  Chap.  VIII. 

*  Gunning  on  Tolls,  p.  1 ;  2  Inst.  58. 
8  Wharton's   Law   Lex.   (Cowel),    p. 

937  ;  Brown's  New  Law  Diet.  362. 
4  See,  too,  Gunning,  p.  1. 

*  Gunning,    p.    1.       A    charge    for 
'•stopping  loading  and  unloading "  is 


not  a  "  toU  : "  Pryce  ▼.  Monmouthshire 
Canal  Co,,  4  App.  Cas.  197 ;  49  L.  J.. 
Ex.  130  ;  40  L.  T.  630. 

6  Gunning,  p.  214 ;  Hatpurt  v.  Willi, 
4  Vent.  71  ;  1  Sid.  454  ;  1  Mod.  47 
Warren  v.  Prideaux,  1  Mod.  104 
Mayor  of  Nottingham  v.  Lambert, 
Willes,   111 ;   Truman  v.   Walgham,  2 


TOLLS, 


547 


Toll  thorough  is  a  sum  paid  for  passage  through  a  highway,1  Toll  thorough, 
or  a  toll  taken  from  men  for  passing  through  a  vill  in  a  street,8  e  m  10n  °  ' 
both  of  which  definitions  apply  equally  to  a  toll  taken  for 
passage  over  the  sea  or  on  a  navigable  river,  or  over  a  public 
ferry  or  bridge.8  It  cannot  be  claimed  unless  the  party  demand- 
ing it  can  show  that  the  public,  whose  common  law  right  to  a 
free  passage  along  the  highway  he  seeks  to  abridge,  receive  from 
him  a  good  consideration  for  the  imposition.4 

Toll  traverse,  on  the  other  hand,  may  be  prescribed  for  by  a  Toll  traverse, 

j.  •    j*   *j      i      #i.i_      j.     11  -t       f         definition  of . 

corporation  or  an  individual  without  alleging  any  consideration, 
and  the  prescription  will  be  good.5  It  derives  its  name  from  the 
fact  that  it  is  a  toll  paid  for  traversing  the  land  of  another,6  and 
has  been  defined  as  "  a  sum  demanded  for  passing  over  the 
"  private  soil  of  another,"7  and  also  as  "  a  duty  which  a  man 
"  pays  for  passing  over  the  soil  of  another  in  a  way  not  a  high 
"  street,8  though  it  may,  under  certain  circumstances,  be  payable 
"  for  passing  over  the  common  public  highway."9 

The  distinction  between  the  two  species  of  toll  was  exhaus-  The  distinc- 
tively discussed  in  the  judgment  of  Willes,  C.  J.,  in  Mayor  of  ^  t™*""1 
Nottingham  v.  Lambert,10  which  was  a  prescription  to  take  a  toll  species  of  toll. 
for  passing  on  an  ancient  navigable  river.  Mayor  of  Hot- 

".  .  .  A  difference  has  always  been  taken  between  toll  thorough  Lambert. 
"  and  toll  traverse.  It  has  been  holden  several  times  and  by  the 
"  best  authorities  that  toll  thorough  cannot  be  supported  without 
"  a  consideration ;  but  toll  traverse  may,  because  it  in  itself 
"  implies  a  consideration.  In  the  Book  of  Assize,  22  Edw.  HI. 
"  c.  58,  it  is  expressly  laid  down  as  a  rule  that  toll  thorough  is 
"  against  common  law  and  common  right,  and  cannot  be  sup- 
"  ported  by  usage.  It  is  so  likewise  holden  in  Keilw.  148,  149, 
"  that  such  toll  is  not  allowable  without  some  particular  con- 
"  sideration.  It  is  said  in  1  Leon.  282,  that  the  king  cannot 
"  grant  toll  thorough  for  passing  through  a  highway,  for  that  is 


Wilson,  296 ;  Hill  v.  Smith  (in  error), 
4  Taunt.  520  ;  10  R.  R.  357  ;  Rickards 
v.  Bennett,  1  B.  &  C.  223  ;  23  R.  R.  372, 
&c.  &c. 

1  Gunning,  p.  2 :  Com.  Dig.  tit. 
Toll  (C). 

2  Ibid.  p.  2  ;  Vin.  Abr.  tit.  Toll  (A). 

3  Ibid. ;  Hatpurt  v.  Will*,  1  Vent.  71  ; 
1  Sid.  454;  1  Mod.  47;  Warren  v. 
Prideaux,  1  Mod.  104  ;  2  Lev.  96 ; 
Mayor  of  Sott  in  ghaut  v.  Lambert, 
Willes,  111. 

4  Gunning,  p.  3  ;  Smith  v.  Shepherd, 


Moore,  574  ;  Cro.  Eliz.  710. 

5  Gunning,  p.  27 ;  Truman  v.  Walg- 
ham,  2  Wils.  296. 

*  Gunning,  p.  26  ;  Critpe  v.  Belwood, 
3  Lev.  424. 

7  Ibid.  ;  Com.  Dig.  tit.  Toll  (D). 

8  Ibid.  ;  Vin.  Abr.  tit.  Toll  (A)  ;  22 
Ass.  58. 

9  Ibid. ;  Pelham  v.  Pickersgill,  1  T.  R. 
660  ;  1  R.  R.  348  ;  Brett  v.  Beale*,  10 
B.  h  C.  508  ;  34  R.  R.  499. 

10  Willes,  111  et  seq.;  see  also  Wool- 
rjch,  302,  and  Gunning,  22. 
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"  an  oppression  to  the  people,  for  that  every  highway  shall  be 
"  common  to  everyone.  In  1  Vent.  71,  in  the  case  of  The  City 
"  of  Norwich}  such  custom  was  holden  to  be  illegal  and  unreason- 
"  able,  unless  for  such  vessels  as  unloaded  at  the  quay  there. 
"  In  several  books  it  is  called  malum  tolnetum,  or  an  outrageous 
"  toll,  and  an  oppression  on  all  the  subjects  of  England,  which 
"  sort  of  tolls  are  condemned  in  Magna  Gharta  (9  Hen.  III.  c.  30), 
"  and  by  the  Statute  of  Westminster  1  (8  Edw.  I.  c.  81),  where  it 
"  is  said  that  if  anyone  take  outrageous  tolls  contrary  to  the 
"  common  law  of  the  realm,  if  it  be  in  a  vill  of  the  king's,  the 
"  king  shall  take  away  the  franchise.  And  this  distinction  is 
"  supported  by  reason  as  well  as  authority  ;  for  how  can  a  duty 
"  be  imposed  on  all  the  subjects  of  England  only  for  enjoying 
"  that  privilege  which  is  their  ancient  birthright,  and  which 
"  every  subject  had  a  right  to  before?  If,  indeed,  they  receive 
"  any  particular  benefit,  as  going  over  a  bridge,  coming  into  a 
"  quay,  wharf,  port,  or  the  like,  this,  indeed,  may  alter  the  case; 
"  but  then  this  must  be  particularly  shown.2  Some  cases  have 
"  been  cited  to  the  contrary,  but  when  looked  into  they  either 
"  stand  on  some  particular  reason  which  plainly  distinguishes 
"  them  from  the  common  case,  or  it  is  only  said  obiter  that  such 
"  tolls  may  be  supported  by  prescription  without  any  considera- 
"  tion ;  but  the  reasons  given  for  it  are  such  as  make  such  dicta 
"  of  no  weight  or  authority.8  It  is  said,  indeed,  in  some  books, 
"  and  particularly  in  the  case  of  James  v.  Johnson,4  that  if  the 


1  Ha*imrt  v.  Will*  (in  error),  1 
Ventr.  71  ;  1  Mod.  47,  8.  C.  (reported 
by  name  of  Herfwd  v.  Will*),  1  Sid. 
454.  See,  too,  Gunning,  p.  21,  Wool- 
rych,  p.  302.  This  was  a  special  action 
on  the  case  on  a  custom  of  wharfage 
in  Norwich.  Plaintiff  stated  in  his 
declaration  that  he  had  and  maintained 
a  common  wharf  and  crane  thereto 
attached  for  unloading  such  goods  as 
were  brought  up  the  river  in  vessels  to 
the  city,  and  custom  aUeged  was  that 
every  vessel  passing  through  the  river 
by  the  wharf  paid  a  certain  duty  for 
which  the  action  was  brought.  The 
Court  held  the  custom  bad  and  void  as 
to  all  vessels  which  did  not  unload  "at 
"  the  wharf  or  any  other  place  within 
"the  city,"  there  being  no  benefit 
redounding  to  them  from  the  main- 
tenance of  the  wharf,  they  only  passing 
by  bound  for  another  place,  and  they 
could,  therefore,  have  no  imposition  on 
them,  but  if  they  had  received  their 


freight  at  the  wharf,  it  might  extend  to 
them.  The  reports  of  this  case  in  Tent. 
and  Mod.  differ :  on  which  point  see 
Gunniug,  p.  22,  and  Woolrych,  p.  301. 

*  Mayor  of  Yarmouth  v.  Eato*,  * 
Burr.  1402.  Mayor  and  corporation  of 
Yarmouth  prescribed  to  have  a  toll 
called  measurage  from  every  merchant 
exporting  corn  or  grain  from  the  port 
of  Great  Yarmouth  to  ports  beyond  the 
seas,  but  the  consideration  was  not  set 
forth.  There  was  a  demurrer,  and  it 
was  said  that  there  could  not  be  any 
thorough  toll  without  a  special  con- 
sideration ;  but  the  Court  were  of  » 
different  opinion.  See,  too,  Gunning, 
p.  23,  and  Woolrych,  p.  801. 

s  His  lordship  then  referred  to  21 
Hen.  VII.  fol.  16  ;  Smith  v.  S/tepkeard, 
Cro.  Eliz.  711  ;  Moor,  576;  famei  v. 
Johnsinty  1  Mod.  232,  and  other  authori- 
ties. 

4  1  Mod.  232. 
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prescription  be  found  (as  it  is  in  the  present  case),  it  must  have 
a  reasonable  commencement ;  but  this  is  laid  down  generally 
without  consideration,  and  without  distinguishing  the  nature 
of  the  cases.  For  though  this  may  be  true  sometimes  in  the 
nature  of  a  private  right,  it  is  plainly  otherwise  in  the  case  of  a 
a  right  to  which  all  the  subjects  of  England  are  entitled.  For 
if  a  reasonable  commencement  be  presumed,  it  must  be  that  it 
began  by  agreement,  and  that  such  an  agreement,  being  so  long 
ago,  cannot  be  proved  well,  may  be  well  enough  in  the  case  of  a 
private  right.  But  who  could  agree  for  all  the  subjects  of  Eng- 
land? They  cannot  consent  to  part  with  their  rights  any 
otherwise  than  by  Act  of  Parliament,  in  which  the  consent  of 
everyone  is  implied.  This  distinction  is  obvious,  and  founded 
on  good  sense.  ...  In  several  of  the  cases  cited  there  is  a 
particular  benefit  to  the  subject,  as  coming  into  a  port,  or  land- 
ing on  the  plaintiff's  manor  or  quay,  which  distinguishes  it 
from  toll  thorough.  So  are  the  cases  Haspurt  v.  Wills,1 
Mayor  of  London  v.  Hunt,*  Crispe  v.  Belwood*  and  several 
other  cases  which  were  cited.4  And  there  is  a  further  reason 
to  be  given  for  the  determination  in  8  Lev.  87, — that  the  duty 
was  claimed  by  the  city  of  London,  whose  customs  and 
franchises  are  all  confirmed  by  Act  of  Parliament.3  In  the 
case  of  Wilkes  v.  Kirby*  the  duty  was  expressly  laid  to  be  paid 


1  1  Mod.  478. 

2  3  Lev.  37. 

s  3  Lev.  424  ;  and  cf.  Colton  v.  Smith, 
Oowp.  47  ;  Willes,  117.  note  {a). 

4  In  The  Mayor  of  London  v.  Hunt,  it 
was  objected  in  assumpsit  for  weighage 
of  goods  brought  into  the  Port  of  London 
tliat  there  was  no  consideration  for  the 
duty.  But  as  the  defendant  had  the 
liberty  of  bringing  his  goods  into  port, 
which  is  a  place  of  safety,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  consideration  was 
implied  (3  Lev.  37  ;  see,  too,  Gunning, 
pp.  29,  33,  li:> ;  and  Woolrych,  p.  300). 
In  Criape  v.  Bclwood,  3  Lev.  424  (see 
also  Gunning,  p.  21  ;  and  Woolrych, 
p.  300),  on  the  other  hand,  the  Court 
supported  the  claim  of  a  lord  of  the 
manor,  to  toll  for  all  goods  landed 
within  the  manor,  though  not  upon  the 
wharf,  which  alone,  as  appeared  by  the 
plea,  the  lord  repaired  ;  remarking  that, 
originally  the  lord  was  owner  of  all  the 
soil  in  the  manor,  and  that,  therefore, 
the  prescription  was  good  in  respect  of 
the  easement  in  landing  goods  on  his 
soil.    The  case  was  distinguished  from 


that  of  Warren  v.  Prideaus,  1  Mod. 
104,  which  seepo*t. 
*  Mayor  of  London  v.  Hunt,  ntipra, 
6  2  Lutw.  1519.  This  case  (also 
reported  1  Lutw.  490,  and  see  Gunning, 
pp.  19,  20  ;  and  Woolrych,  p.  300)  was 
an  action  of  trespass  for  taking  plaintiffs 
goods  at  the  port  of  King's  Lynn  in 
Norfolk.  Defendant  justified  under  a 
plea  of  prescription  for  owners  of  the 
[>ort  of  King's  Lynn,  to  take  a  certain 
toll  for  merchandise  loaded  there,  to  be 
exported  from  thence  by  foreigners  not 
free  of  the  borough,  and  plea  alleged 
that  "  this  was  towards  the  necessary 
"  reparation  of  the  port,"  and  a  right  to 
distrain  on  refusal  to  pay.  On  demurrer, 
it  was  objected  that  this  was  not  a  good 
plea,  because  it  was  stated  only  that  the 
toll  was  towards  the  reparation  of  the 
port,  and  not  that  the  owners  of  the 
port  in  fact  repaired,  or  were  bound  to 
repair,  the  port,  and,  in  consideration 
of  such  obligation,  took  the  toll.  It 
was  also  objected  that  the  consideration 
itself  was  insufficient  in  law,  even  if  it 
was  well  pleaded.     The  case  was  not 
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"  erga  reparationem  port  its.  It  is  best,  therefore,  to  adhere  to  the 
"old  rule,  which  is  founded  upon  the  best  reason,  that  toll 
"  thorough  cannot  be  maintained  without  a  particular  considera- 
tion shown." 

The  principles  here  stated  have  been  confirmed  by  subsequent 
decisions  ;  and  there  seems  no  ground  for  believing,  as  stated  by 
counsel  in  James  v.  Johnson,1  that  the  terms  toll  traverse  and 
toll  thorough  are  used  promiscuously.  Though  Woolrych  seems 
not  to  dissent  from  that  doctrine,3  it  appears  to  be  satisfactorily 
refuted  by  the  remarks  of  Willes,  C.  J.,  in  the  judgment  just 
noticed,  who  states  the  distinction  between  the  two  "  to  be 
"  obvious,  and  founded  on  good  sense  ;  "  and  according  to  Gun- 
ning on  Tolls,*  the  case  of  James  v.  Johnson  is  one  of  questionable 
authority.4 

These  authorities  seem  sufficient  to  support  the  distinction 
above  given  between  toll  thorough  and  toll  traverse,  the  former 
of  which,  being  contrary  to  common  right,5  is  treated  with 
great  jealousy  by  the  courts,6  which  will  require  the  person 
seeking  to  charge  the  public  with  it  to  prove  to  their  satisfaction 
a  good  consideration  for  it,  and  such  consideration  will  not  be 
implied  even  from  a  prescriptive  taking  of  toll.7  It  is,  however, 
frequently  a  right  incident  to  ports,  as  will  be  seen  later  on.  Toll 
traverse,  which  can  only  be  demanded  when  it  has  been  used  to 
be  taken  time  out  of  mind,8  and  the  reservation  of  which  must 
be  contemporaneous   with   the  dedication  of   the  way   to   the 


decided  ;  but  the  Court  (according  to 
Gunning)  strongly  inclined  for  the  de- 
fendant, because  he  might  have  been 
indicted  for  not  repairing  the  port. 

1  1  Mod.  232,  per  Serjeant  Maynard. 

2  Woolrych,  p.  303  ;  and  see  Steinson 
v.  Heath,  3  Lev.  400. 

*  Gunning,  p.  26. 

4  In  Truman  v.  Walgham  (2  Wilson, 
296),  the  Court  said  :  "  This  is  a  pre- 
"  scription  for  toll  for  passing  through 
"  the  King's  highway  ;  .  .  .  which 
"  cannot  be  taken  unless  a  good  con- 
11  sideration  be  alleged  :  the  reason  is, 
"  because  it  is  to  deprive  the  subject  of 
"  his  common  right  and  inheritance,  to 
"  pass  through  the  King's  highway, 
11  which  right  of  passage  was  before  all 
"  prescriptions  [Smith  v.  Stephen,  Moore, 
"674],  Toll  traverse,  or  for  going 
"  through  a  man's  private  land,  may  be 
"  prescribed  for,  without  any  considera- 
11  tion,  and  payment  time  out  of  mind  is 
"sufficient,  and  will  support  the  pre- 


scription." Cf.,  too,  the  remarks  of 
Lord  Tenterden,  C.  J.,  in  Brett  v.  Betiles, 
10  B.  &C.  508;  1  M.&M.416  :  34  R.R. 
499 ;  Hill  v.  Smith,  4  Taunt.  520  :  10 
R.  R.  357;  Popham,  J.,  in  Smith  v. 
Shepherd,  Cro.  Eliz.  710;  Moore.  574. 
See  also  Pelham  v.  Ptekersgill,  1  T.  R. 
660  ;  1  R.  R.  348,  remarks  of  Boiler,  J. ; 
Brec&n  Markets  Co.  v.  Neath  and  Brecon 
Bail.  Co.,  42  L.  J.,  C.  P.  63,  Exch. ; 
Bichards  v.  Bennett,  1  B.  &  C.  223  :  25 
R.  R.  372  ;  Laurence  v.  Hitch,  9  B.  & 
S.  467  ;  Mi  dd  let  on  v.  I-ambert  1  A.  & 
E.  401  ;  40  R.  R.  309  ;  Beg.  v.  Salisbury 
(Marquis),  3  N.  &  P.  476. 

6  Gunning,  pp.  3,  25  ;  Thorpe,  J.,  22 
Ass.  58  ;  2  Roll.  Abr.  tit.  Toll  (B),pl.  1 ; 
Mayor  of  Nottingham  v.  Lambert,  Willes, 
111  ;  Woolrych,  p.  299. 

6  Truman  v.  Walgham,  2  Wils.  96. 

7  Mayor  of  Nottingham  v.  Lambert, 
Willes,  111/ 

8  Fitz.  tit.  Toll,  pi.  3. 
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public,1  is  sometimes  due  for  the  private  ferry,  bridge,  &c,  of 
another.2 

The  right  to  take  tolls  exist  only  by  Act  of  Parliament,3  by 
express  grant  from  the  Crown,  or  by  immemorial  usage,  which 
pre-supposes  such  a  grant,  and  from  which,  if  uncontradicted,  a 
grant  must  be  presumed.  In  no  case  can  a  claim  for  toll  be 
supported  unless  some  consideration  can  be  shown  on  which  to 
found  the  claim,  an  express  grant  from  the  Crown  being  void 
unless  founded  on  sufficient  consideration,  the  creation  of  a  toll 
being  only  a  mode  of  paying  for  a  public  service.4  When  an  Act 
authorizes  the  exaction  of  a  toll,  the  accommodation  for  which  the 
toll  is  authorized  must  be  provided.  Thus  where  the  fishermen 
of  a  sea  village  had  been  immemorially  accustomed  to  beach  their 
boats  in  winter  on  ground  adjoining  the  harbour,  and  where  the 
proprietor  had  subsequently  obtained  a  local  Act  authorizing  his 
levy  of  five  shillings  yearly  for  each  boat  beached,  the  fishermen's 
rights  were  enforced  against  him,  and  it  was  held,  that  he  could 
not  exclude  the  fishermen  from  the  ground  used  for  beaching 
without  assigning  them  other  ground  equally  well-adapted  for  the 
purpose.5 

Previous  to  the  Prescription  Act,6   "  it  was  necessary  to  show  Prescription 
"  that  the  right  prescribed  for  existed  in  the  time  of  Eichard  I.,  r£tHty!memC>^ 
"  which  was  done  either  by  positive  proof  of  its  existence  at  that 
"  remote  period,  or  by  the  evidence  of  modern  usage  from  which 
"  its  existence  at  that  time  could  be  inferred." 7 

Though,  however,  it  is  now  regulated  by  that  statute,  the 
question  of  immemoriality  may  still  arise. 

"  '  Prescription,'  '  from  time  whereof  the  memory  of  man  run- 
"  'neth  not  to  the  contrary,'  and  c  time  out  of  mind,'  are  all  one 
"  in  law,8  and  this,  says  Lord  Coke,9  is  to  be  understood  not  only 
"  of  the  memory  of  anyone  living,  but  also  of  proof  of  any  record, 
"writing or  otherwise  to  the  contrary."10 

1  Pelham  v.  Pickersgill,  1  T.  R.  660  ;  R.  R.  337  ;  Ful  month  v.  George,  5  Bing. 

1  R.  R.  348.  206  ;  30  R.  R.  597  ;  Gann  v.  Free  Fisher* 

5  1  Sid  454.  of  Whitstable,  11  U.  L.  192  ;  Mayor  of 

8  When  an    Act  of   Parliament   has  Nottingham   v.   Lambert,   Willes,  111  ; 

confirmed  a  right  to   take  toll  which  Mayor  of  Exeter  v.    Warren,  5  Q.  B. 

formerly  existed  by  custom  or  prescrip-  773  ;  see  ante,  Chap.  I.  pp.  53  et  seq., 

tion,  such  right  becomes  thenceforward  and  post,  pp.  557  et  xeq. 

a  statutory  right,  and  the  lower  right  is  *  Alton  v.  Stephen,  1  App.  Cas.  456  ; 

merged   in  the    higher    Parliamentary  H.  L.,  Sc.  (1876). 

title  :  Taylor  v.   Windsor,  (1899)  App.  6  2  &  3  Will.  IV.  c.  71. 

Cas.  44  ;  68  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  87  ;  79  L.  T.  450.  "  Gunning,  pp.  27,  28. 

A  Jenkins  v.    Harvey,  1  C.  M.  &  R.  8  Com.  Dig.  tit.  Prescript  (E), 

877;  40  R.   R.  769;   Kingston-on-Hull  9  Co.  Litt.  115  a. 

Docks  v.  Lamarche,  8  B.  &  C.  42 ;  32  l0  Gunning,  p.  27. 


552  OF   TOLLS   AND    RATES. 

Where  rights  are  claimed  by  prescription,  the  jury  ought  to 
be  directed  that  from  modern  usage  they  are  warranted  in  pre- 
suming that  the  right  claimed  is  immemorial,  unless  they  are 
satisfied  of  the  contrary  by  other  evidence.1 

No  objection  can  be  made  on  the  ground  of  rankness3  to  a  toll 
the  right  to  levy  which  depends  upon  a  corresponding  obligation 
to  do  something  beneficial  to  the  payers  of  the  toll. 

The  long  enjoyment  of  tolls  lays  a  foundation  for  a  good  con- 
sideration in  respect  of  them.8 

"  Where  a  record  is  produced  to  prove  a  custom,  and  there  is 
"  no  direct  issue  on  the  custom,  the  constant  practice  is,"  said 
Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,4  "  to  give  some  evidence  to  show  that  the 
"  custom  was  really  in  question,  otherwise  a  verdict  in  indebitatus 
"  assumpsit  would  prove  nothing." 

"  It  is  well  known,"  said  Best,  C.  J.,  "  that  many  tolls  are  good 
"  under  a  custom  of  which  a  good  grant  could  not  be  made  at  the 
"  present  time.  A  custom  which  is  proved  to  have  existed  iinme- 
"  morially  will  be  good  if  it  be  of  such  a  nature  that  it  is  possible 
"  it  can  have  had  a  good  beginning.  Although  it  be  such  as  to 
"  confer  what  the  king  cannot  now  grant,  yet  if  it  be  not  contrary 
"  to  reason  it  may  be  supported  ;  for  it  might  have  had  its  com- 
"mencement  from  an  Act  of  the  legislature.  Custom  is  a  local 
"  law  which  supersedes  the  general  law,  and  if  the  law  gives  us 
"the  maxim,  '  Consuetoex  certd  causa  rationabiUprivat communem 
"  legem,'  the  custom  on  which  the  plaintiff  rests  his  claim  appears 
"  to  us  to  be  reasonable  and  convenient,  even  to  those  who  resist 
"  its  establishment;  advantageous  to  the  public  by  encouraging 
"a  valuable  fishery;  and  highly  beneficial  as  tending  to  the 
"  preservation  of  human  life.  .  .  . 

""Wherever  customs  are  set  up,  judgments  in  cases  between 
"parties  are  admissible  to  prove  or  disprove  such  customs."5 

Where  an  undertaker  improved  the  navigation  of  a  river  by 
making  locks  and  cutting  channels  under  ancient  charters  which 
gave  him  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  the  sole  license  and  power  of 
carrying  goods  in  and  through  the  river  and  all  profits  by  carry- 

i  Jenkins  v.  Harvey,  1  Gale,  Exch.  23  ;  v.  Warren,  5  Q.  B.  773  ;  S.  C,  Dav.  & 

40  R.  R.  769.    See  Goodman  v.  Saltath  M.  524  ;  Reg.  v.  Simpson,  (1901)  2  Ch. 

Corporation,    7    App.   Cas.    633,   ante,  671  (C.  A.), 

pp.  837  et  *eq.  *  Layburn  v.  Cr'tAp,  4  M.  &  W.  320, 

2  Ibid. ;  1  Gale,  454  (Exch.)  ;  5  Tyr.  325. 

187.  '°  Lord  Falmouth  v.  George,  5  Bingh. 

8  Woolrych,  p.  305  ;  Mayor  of  Exeter  286  j  2  M.  &  P.  457  ;  30  R.  R.  597. 
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Ing  such  goods,  but  did  not  specifically  grant  to  him  a  right  to 
take  tolls,  and  it  was  proved  that  a  rate  had  been  charged  and 

:.        paid  for  more  than  two  centuries  for  the  passage  of  boats  laden 
Tvith  merchandise  through  each  of  the  locks,  it  was  held  that  the 

3         public  were  entitled  to  pass  through  the  locks,  but  only  on  the 

;         payment  of  a  reasonable  toll  for  boats  laden  with  merchandise.  * 

A  toll  reasonable  in  amount,  but  varying  from  time  to  time  The  right  to 
According  to  the  value  of  money,  is  valid  in  law.2  vary      *■ 

Tolls  on  canals  are  now  regulated  by  86  dt  87  Vict.  c.  48,  s.  15, 
the  Regulation  of  Railways  Act,  1878,  and  51  dt  52  Vict  c.  25, 
the  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888.     See  ante,  p.  494. 

\  Equality  clauses  are,  however,  expressly  introduced  into  all 

modern  Acts  empowering  companies  to  levy  tolls,  which  provide 

that  the  tolls  shall  not  exceed  the  maximum  allowed  by  the  Act. s 

On  this  the  case  of  Hungerford  Market  Co.  v.  City  Steamboat  Co. 

is  important.4 

By  sect.  76  of  11  Geo.  IV.  c.  lxx.f  the  Hungerford  Market  Com- 
pany were  empowered  to  take  from  the  masters  of  steamboats  in 
respect  of  passengers  landing  on  or  embarking  from  the  wharf 
authorized  to  be  erected  by  them  such  tolls  within  the  maximum 

[  of  2d.  for  each  passenger  as  should  "  at  any  time  or  from  time 

"to  time  be  fixed  and  appointed  by  the  company."  By  sect.  53 
of  6  &  7  Will.  IV.  c.  cxxxiii.,  for  building  a  footbridge  over 
the  Thames  from  Hungerford  Market,  called  "The  Charing 
"Cross  bridge,"  reciting  that  it  was  contemplated  that  the 
northern  pier  of  the  bridge  should  be  a  landing-place  for  passen- 
gers embarking  or  disembarking  at  the  pier,  or  from  any  float 
attached  thereto,  the  company  were  empowered  to  take  the  same 
tolls  as  they  were  empowered  to  take  at  their  wharf  under  their 
former  Act.  The  bridge  having  been  built,  and  the  northern  pier 
having  been  used  as  a  landing-place,  the  plaintiffs  resolved  that 
the  toll  to  be  paid  should  be  2d.,  subject  to  such  "modifications 
"  as  may  have  been  agreed  on,  or  may  hereafter  be  agreed  upon 
"in  any  particular  cases,  between  this  company  and  the  owners 
"  or  proprietors  of  steamboats  or  vessels."  By  sect.  125 
of  6  cC-  7  Will.  IV.  c.  cxxxiii.,  the  tolls  to  be  taken  by  the 
Hungerford   Bridge   Company   by   virtue  of   that  Act  were  to 

1  Reg.  v.  SintpwH,  (1001)  2  Ch.  671  M.  C.  80. 

(C.  A.).  3  See  ante,  pp.  494  et  seq. 

8  Laurence  v.  Hitch,  9  B.  &  S.  467  ;  4  80  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  25  ;  3  L.  T.,  N.  S. 

as  to  notice  of    varying  of    tolls,  see  732. 
Oregson  v.  Potter,  4  Ex.  D.  142  :  48  L.  J., 
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be  charged  equally,  and  no  redaction  or  advance  in  them  was 
either  directly  or  indirectly  to  be  made  in  favour  of  any  particular 
person  or  company : — Held,  1st.  That  there  was  no  obligation  on 
the  plaintiffs  to  impose  an  equal  toll  on  all  persons  or  steamboat 
companies ;  and  that  sect.  76  of  11  Geo.  IV.  c.  Ixx.  did  not  restrain 
them  from  making  agreements  with  steamboat  companies  for  a 
lower  toll  than  that  fixed  and  appointed  ;  2nd.  That  sect.  125  of 
6  tO  7  Will.  IV.  c.  cxxxiii.  applied  only  to  tolls  taken  by  the 
bridge  company,  and  not  to  the  defendants.1 

Where  certain  justices  convicted  a  person  for  taking  a  toll 

greater  than  by  law  he  was  allowed  to  do,  and  a  rule  was 

obtained  to  remove  the  case  into  the  Court  of  King's  Bench:  held 

that  a  mere  claim  of  a  right  to  take  certain  tolls,  without  showing 

clearly  that  it  is  a  bond  fide  claim,  is  not  sufficient  to  oust  the 

justices    of    their    jurisdiction    to    convict    for    taking    them 

improperly.2 

Power  to  take       The  power  to   take  tolls  entails  on   bodies  incorporated   by 

onbaUeslL    B*a^u*e  the  same    liabilities    as    would  exist   in   the    case    of 

corporated  by  individuals,  and  which  liabilities  form  part  of  the  consideration 

liability  as       necessary  to  support  a  toll.    "  Where  a  body  (such  as  the  Mersey 

would  exist      "Docks  and  Harbour  Board)  is  constituted  by  statute  having  the 

in  individuals.  .  .  .... 

"  right  to  levy  tolls  for  their  own  profit,  in  consideration  of  their 
"  making  and  maintaining  a  dock  or  canal,  there  is  no  doubt  of 
"  their  liability  to  make  good  to  the  person  using  it  any  damage 
"  occasioned  by  their  neglect  in  not  keeping  the  works  in  proper 
Even  where  "repair."8  Therefore,  such  a  corporation  being  empowered  by 
such  bodies      ^^  0f  pariiament  to  make  and  maintain  docks  for  the  use  of  the 

receive  tolls 

for  beneficial    public,  and  to  take  tolls  from  persons  using  them,  was  held  liable 

pur^ary  t0  the  owners  of  shiP9  in  actions  for  negligence,  as  longas  the  docks 
remained  open  for  the  public,  and  was  held  bound,  whether  they 
received  the  tolls  for  beneficial  or  fiduciary  purposes,  to  take  care 
that  the  docks  were  navigable  without  danger.4 

Tolls,  how  Tolls  granted  by  statute  may  be  extinguished  either  by  the  act 

extinguished.    of  God  or  by  law  5 

1  See  remarks  of  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  as  *  Lord  Cranworth,  L.  C,  in  Mersey 

to  the  power  of  the  company  to  vary  Dock  Co.  v.  Gibbs,  11  H.  L.Cas.  686 ;  12 

tolls  and  on  Lord  Ellenborough's  judg-  Jur.,  N.  S.  571. 

ment  in  Lees  v.  Manchester  and  Asltton-  4  Ibid,  (affirming  the  judgment  of  the 

under-Lyne   Canal,   11    East,  645;   11  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber,  8  Jur., 

R.  R.  297,  post,  p.  592.  N.  S.  486)  ;  Parnaby  v.  Lancaster  Canal 

8  Rem  v.  Hampshire  Justices,  3  D.  P.  Co.,  11  Ad.  &  E.  213  ;  Mersey  Dock  and 

C.  47;  35  R.  R.  407.    See,  too,  as  to  the  Harbour  Board  v.    Cameron,  11  Jur., 

alteration  and  variability  of  tolls,  Lan-  N.   S.    746.      See    ante,   p.    273,    and 

cum  v.  Lor  ell,  6  C.  &  P.  463  ;  Barton  v.  pp.  470  et  seq. 

Benett,  12  W.  R.  709,  Q.  B.  4  Brown  v.  Mayor  of  London,  9  C.  B.t 
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It  would  appear  that  in  order  to  pass  any  interest  by  a  Lease  Lease  of  toll*. 
of  tolls  a  deed  is  necessary.     Thus  where  certain  tolls  traverse 
of  a  bridge  were  let,  but  not  by  deed,  it  was  held  that  no  interest 
passed,  and  that  the  owner  of  the  bridge  was  therefore  rateable 
in  respect  of  his  beneficial  occupation.1 

Swatman  v.  Ambler-  was  an  action  of  debt  on  an  indenture 
bearing  date  27th  December,  1849,  and  made  between  five  com- 
missioners of  an  inland  navigation,  under  the  authority  of  several 
Acts  of  Parliament,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  defendant  of  the 
other  part,  whereby  the  commissioners,  in  consideration  of  a 
certain  rent,  demised  the  tolls  of  the  said  navigation  to  the 
defendant  for  a  year  from  the  1st  of  January,  1850,  at  the  rent 
of  3,4702.  together  with  certain  other  payments,  and  the  defendant 
covenanted  with  them,  and  also  with  the  whole  body  of  the 
commissioners,  as  a  separate  covenant  for  the  payment  of  the 
rent.  Breach,  non-payment  of  the  rent.  Flea  that  the  com- 
missioners never  executed  the  lease,  and  that  the  entry  and 
occupation  was  at  the  will  of  the  commissioners  only,  and  not 
under  the  demise.  Replication  that  the  defendants  had  entered, 
and  had  received  and  enjoyed  the  tolls,  &c.  by  the  permission  of 
the  commissioners,  under  the  terms  of  the  indenture.  Held, 
that  as  the  lessors  had  not  executed  the  lease,  the  lessee  had 
never  received  the  consideration  for  which  he  had  stipulated, 
namely,  a  permanent  estate  during  the  demise  and  under  its 
terms,  and  therefore  that  he  was  not  liable  to  be  sued  on  his 
covenant  on  the  lease. 

A  right  of  distress  is  incident  to  every  toll,3  and  the  distress  Right  of  dis- 
may be  made  on  the  thing  itself  in  respect  of  which  the  toll  is  {^i}".0"1611* 
due,  or  on  any  portion  of  it,  as  on  a  ship  or  any  part  of  it  for  a 
toll  due  on  goods  exported  in  the  ship,4  or  under  sect.  17  of  the 
St.  Katharine's  Dock  Act  on  any  goods  of  the  game  owner  on 
the  premises.5  A  power  of  distress  implies  an  antecedent  right 
of  action.6 


N.  S.  726  ;  17  Jur.,  N.  S.  755  ;.  affirmed 
on  appeal,  13  C.  B.,  N.  S.  82. 

1  Beg.  v.  Marquu  of  Salisbury ,  8  N. 
fcP.  476;  8  A.  &  E.  716. 

2  8  Exch.  72  ;  22  L.  J.,  Exch.  81.  See 
the  judgment  of  Martin,  B.  ;  and  cf. 
Pitman  v.  Woodbury,  3  Exch.  Rep.  4  ; 
22  L.  J.,  Exch.  83  ;  and  the  judgment 
of  Parke,  B.,  therein. 

*  Gunning,  p.  216 ;  Bac.  Abr.  tit. 
Distress,  pi.  6  ;  Vin.  Abr.  tit.  Toll,  I. ; 


Heddy  v.  Wlieelhouxe,  Cro.  Eliz.  558  ; 
and  post,  p.  594. 

4  Gunning,  p.  216.  Vinkensterne  v. 
Ebden,  1  Ray  in.  386  ;  1  Salk.  248  ;  Carth. 
357. 

*  Green  v.  St.  Katherine's  Dock  Co., 
19  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  53  ;  13  Jur.  116. 

6  6.  E.  Rly.  Co.  v.  Harwich  Corpora- 
tion, 41  L.  T.  835  ;  44  J.  P.  104,  H.  L. 
(E.). 
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Tolls  incident 
to  rights  of 
water. 


Tolls  on  the 
sea  and  navig- 
able rivers. 


But  to  this 
there  are  two 
exceptions. 


1.  Where 
benefit  is  done 
to  the 
community. 

2.  Where  toll 
is  created  by 
legislature. 


Having  thus   indicated   some  of  the  points  which    it    was 
necessary  to  consider  with  regard  to  the  general  law  of  tolls,  we 
will  proceed  to  consider  those  incident  to  the  rights  of  water,  in 
the  following  order  : l 
Customary  [      I.  Tolls  on  the  sea  and  navigable  rivers,  which 

Tolls.      I  will  be  found  to  include  port  tolls.2 
_  \       II.  Tolls  for  harbours,   lighthouses,  docks,   and 

Toll?7  i   pier8' 

1       III.  Tolls  on  canals. 

"  The  rights  of  water,"  says  Woolrych,8  "  are  not  in  general 
"  liable  to  tolls.  Indeed,  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  principle, 
"  subject  to  certain  qualifications  which  will  be  stated  by  and  by, 
"  that  public  waters  are  exempt  from  any  claim  of  this  kind. 
"  They  are  the  birthright  of  every  man,  and  a  duty  cannot  there- 
"  fore  be  imposed  in  respect  of  such  privileges."  Hence  no  toll 
is  demandable  from  vessels  navigating  the  high  seas,  which  have 
been  called  "  the  great  highway  of  the  world  ;  "4  and  there  can  be 
no  prescription  to  take  toll  on  an  ancient  navigable  river,5  which 
is  in  the  nature  of  a  highway,  and  where,  if  the  water  alters  its 
course,  the  way  alters  also.6 

This  freedom  from  toll,  however,  is  subject  to  two  exceptions,7 
both  in  the  case  of  the  sea  and  navigable  rivers.  As  has  been 
stated  above,  toll  over  a  public  highway  is  usually  toll  thorough, 
and  a  prescription  for  toll  thorough8  cannot  be  supported  in  law 
unless  a  good  consideration  be  shown  for  it,  though  toll  traverse, 
where  a  consideration  is  implied,  may.9  Hence  the  exceptions 
referred  to  occur,  1st,  where  benefits  are  done  to  the  community 
at  large,  which  form  a  good  consideration  for  a  toll ;  and  2nd, 
where  a  toll  is  created  by  the  legislature.10 

1  While  the  first  class  of  tolls  arc  Woolrych. 
created  only  by  grant,  custom,  or  pre- 
scription, it  will  be  found  that  the 
second  and  third  are  for  the  most  part 
levied  on  the  authority  ot  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment. There  are  also  certain  species  of 
tolls  closely  connected  though  not  en- 
tirely identical  with  port  tolls,  which 
Lord  Hale  (see  p.  571,  pott*)  terms  shore 
tolls,  which  sometimes  are  originated  by 
custom  and  sometimes  by  statute.  The 
division,  therefore,  of  tolls  customary, 
tolls  partially  statutable  and  partially 
custamary,  and  tolls  statutory,  might 
have  been  adopted.  It  would  not,  how- 
ever, seem  to  be  so  convenient  in  a  work 
treating  specially  on  tolls  incident  to 
water,  and  it  has,  therefore,  been  deemed 
better  to  foUow  the  method  adopted  by 


2  For  ferry  tolls  see  ante.  Chap.  VIII. 

3  Woolrych,  I^aw  of  Waters,  p.  298. 
<  Ibid.  p.  299. 

4  Mayor  of  Sottinaham  v.  Lambert, 
Willes,  111;  cf.  Lord  Chelmsford  in 
Gann  v.  Free  Fisher*  of  Whitstable,  11 
H.  L.  Cas.  223. 

•  Gunning,  p.  19.  Com.  Dig.  tit. 
Chem.  A.  1  ;  citing  Thorpe,  J.,  22  Ass. 
93  ;  and  cf.  Gunning,  p.  18 ;  10  Mod. 
884  ;  Wilkes  v.  Kirby,  1  Lutw.  490  ;  2 
Lutw.  1519. 

7  Woolrych,  p.  299. 

8  See  ante,  p.  546. 

•  Mayor  of  Sotting  ham  v.  Lambert, 
Willes,  111. 

10  Woolrych,  p.  299. 
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With  regard  to  navigable  rivers,  as  well  as  to  tolls  generally, 
the  case  of  Mayor  of  Nottingham  v.  Lambert,1  which  has  already  Mayor  of  Not- 
been  alluded  to,  is  of  great  importance.  l^n^' 

It  was  a  case  on  a  special  verdict,  in  which  the  plaintiffs 
declared  that  Nottingham  has  been  time  out  of  mind  a  town 
corporate,  and  called  by  several  names  according  to  the  several 
charters  set  forth  in  the  declaration.  That  the  manor  of 
Nottingham  is  an  ancient  manor,  and  that  time  out  of  mind  till 
15th  of  September,  28  Hen.  VI.,  it  was  parcel  of  the  county  of 
Nottingham,  and  from  that  time  and  still  is  within  the  county  of 
the  town  of  Nottingham.3  That  the  river  Trent  in  and  through- 
out the  said  manor  is,  and  time  out  of  mind  hath  been,  an  ancient 
navigable  river ;  and  that  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Nottingham, 
and  all  their  predecessors  by  their  several  names,  have  time  out 
of  mind  had  and  received  and  used,  and  ought  of  right  to  have 
and  receive,  by  their  ministers  and  servants  a  certain  duty  or  toll 
of  every  master  or  navigator  of  every  boat,  bargi,  or  other  vessel 
laden  with  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  navigated  on  the  said 
river  Trent  through  the  manor  aforesaid  (the  said  master  or 
navigator  being  a  foreigner  and  not  a  burgess  or  freeman  of  the 
said  town),  viz.  2d.  a  ton  for  every  ton  of  goods  loaden  and  being 
upon  any  vessel  so  navigated  as  aforesaid. 

Then  they  set  forth  that  the  defendant  was  a  foreigner  and  not 
a  burgess  or  freeman  ;  that  he  became  indebted  to  the  plaintiffs, 
&c,  and  being  so  indebted  promised  to  pay  and  hath  not  paid,  &c. 
Likewise  they  further  declare  for  a  toll  for  passing  through  a 
certain  bridge. 

The  jury  found  a  special  verdict  on  the  first  count  (to  which 
the  defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue  that  he  had  made  no  such 
promise),  affirming  the  matters  alleged  in  the  declaration,  and 
also  "  that  there  was  not  any  consideration  proved  to  them  at  the 
"  trial  for  the  payment  of  the  said  duty  or  toll,"  and  concluded  as 
usual,  submitting  the  matters  of  law  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court. 
Willes,  C.  J.,  who  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  was  of 
opinion  that  the  toll  claimed  was  a  toll  thorough,  that  a  prescrip- 
tion for  toll  thorough  in  a  navigable  river  cannot  be  supported  in 

1  Willes,  111.  The  case  was  twice  Hen.  VI.,  the  last  charter  that  of 
argued,  first,  on  1st  June,  1738,  and  October  19th,  4  W.  &  M.,  incorporating 
again  on  the  2nd  November  of  the  same  the  plaintiffs  by  the  name  of  the  Mayor 
year.  and  Burgesses  of  the  town  of  Notting- 

2  Which  was  made  a  county  of  itself  ham. 
by  the   charter  of  15th  September,  28 
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There  can  be 
no  toll  on  a 
public  river 
8a  ve  where 
there  is  suffi- 
cient con- 
sideration, or 
a  benefit  to 
the  public 
implying  such 
consideration. 


law  unless  a  consideration  be  shown  for  it,  and  that,  as  in  this 
case  no  consideration  was  proved,  judgment  must  be  given  for 
the  defendants.  The  plaintiffs  did  not  claim  as  lords  of  the 
manor  or  owners  of  the  soil  of  the  river ;  but  from  the  case  of 
Gann  v.  Free  Fishers  of  Whitstable,1  cited  hereafter,  which  decides 
the  point  with  regard  to  tidal  estuaries,  it  may  be  presumed  that 
such  a  claim  could  not  be  supported  even  in  non-tidal  waters 
without  consideration. 

Commenting  on  this  case,  Woolrych2  observes:  "Hence  it 
"  appears  that  there  are  two  cases  in  which  toll  may  be  had 
"  upon  a  public  river ;  1st.  Where  a  sufficient  consideration 
"  appears,  and  2nd.  Where  the  nature  of  the  benefit  is  such 
"  as  to  imply  a  consideration."  As  an  example  of  the  first 
named  instance,  he  cites  an  action  for  toll3  brought  by  the 
mayor  and  burgesses  of  Gloucester  in  respect  of  every  boat 
passing  up  the  river — when  the  claim  was  allowed  ;  and  for  the 
second  case  he  adduces  as  an  authority  Roy  v.  The  Corporation 
of  Boston ,4  where  quo  warranto  was  brought  against  the  corpora- 
tion for  demanding  toll  thorough,  and  they  justified  the  demand 
by  reason  of  a  consideration  for  repairing  a  bridge  and  a  pave- 
ment, and  also  a  sea  bank,  when  the  Court  held,  that  although 
toll  thorough  could  be  claimed  as  such  without  more,  yet  as 
here  it  was  founded  upon  a  consideration,  it  should  be  deemed 
good.6 


1  11  H.  L.  Cas.  192.    See  ante,  p.  55, 
and  post.  p.  566. 
s  pa  303. 

8  Ibid.  21  Hen.  VII.  c.  16. 

*  Ibid.  Cro.  Eliz.  11,  by  Popham,  C.J. 
Sir  W.  Jones,  162. 

*  Cf.  Ua*purt  v.  Wills  (I  Mod.  47  ; 
8.  C.  1  Ventr.  71  ;  S.  C.  8th  ed.  454, 
nom.  Ifahodv.  Will*  ;  S.  C.2  Keb.  624, 
665;  and  see  Woolrych,  pp.  301,  302; 
and  Gunning,  pp.  624,  665)  ;  and  Colt  on 
v.  Smith  (1  Cowp.  47  ;  and  see  Wool- 
rych, p.  301  ;  and  Gunning,  pp.  7, 31,  33). 
The  first  was  a  special  action  upon  the 
customs  of  wharfage  and  craneage  in 
the  city  of  Norwich.  The  declaration 
stated  that  there  was  a  common  wharf 
with  a  crane  to  it,  and  that  there  was  a 
custom  for  all  goods  brought  down  the 
river  and  passing  by  to  pay  a  duty.  It 
was  objected  that  this  claim  of  toll  was 
bad,  being  for  toll  thorough.  "If," 
said  Mr.  Justice  Twisden,  "they,  the 
"  citizens,  had  unladed  at  the  quay,  they 
"should  have  paid  the  whole  duty,  or 
"  even  had  they  done  so  at  some  other 


"  place  within  the  city,  there  might  have 
"oeen  some  reason  for  the  charge,  or 
"had  they  cleansed  the  river."  The 
learned  judge  added,  "  that  there  had 
"  been  a  toll  claimed  at  Gravesend  for 
"  boats  lying  in  the  river  Thames,  which 
"  had  been  adjudged  ill  by  Parliament." 
The  second-named  case  was  an  action 
for  tolls  for  landing  goods  on  a  wharf  at 
Gainsborough.  Declaration  stated  that 
the  plaintiff  was  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Gainsborough,  and  that  he  and  all 
those,  &c.  had  used  to  keep  and  repair  a 
wharf  within  the  manor,  and  that  in 
consideration  thereof  they  had  been 
used  to  receive  toll  for  all  goods  landed 
within  the  manor,  not  confining  it  to  the 
wharf,  which  alone  the  declaration 
stated  the  plaintiff  to  have  maintained. 
The  plaintiff  having  recovered,  the  de- 
fendant afterwards  moved  in  arrest  of 
judgment,  on  the  ground  that  the  pre- 
scription laid  was  too  large  for  the  con- 
sideration alleged;  but  the  Court 
thought  otherwise,  Lord  Mansfield,  C.  J., 
observing  "  that   everybody   that  paid 
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All  the  principal  navigable  rivers  of  the  kingdom  are  now 
under  the  control  of  conservators  incorporated  by  particular 
statutes,  which  regulate  the  amount  and  mode  of  levying  tolls 
thereon.  Such  tolls,  being  statutory  tolls,  will  fall  within  the 
rules  to  be  noticed  hereafter.1 


With  regard  to  the  sea,  the  rale  laid  down  as  to  navigable 
rivers  will  be  found  to  hold  good,  and  toll  may  be  lawfully 
demanded  where  private  exertions  have  succeeded  in  forming 
a  port,  harbour,  or  quay,  so  as  to  be  beneficial  to  the  public ; 3 
or  where  accommodation  is  made  on  the  land  of  any  party 
demanding  therefor  a  toll.8 

Of  common  right  the  subjects  of  the  king  have  the  liberty  of 
using  the  ancient  ports  of  the  realm,  and  they  are  as  free  to  all 
as  the  king's  highway ;  and  those  who  seek  to  restrain  them  of 
this  free  liberty,  ought  to  show  a  meritorious  consideration — 
a  quid  pro  quo.4 

"  If  a  man,"  said  Lord  Hale,  C.  J.,  in  Warren  v.  Prideaux* 
"  will  prescribe  for  a  toll  on  the  sea,  he  must  allege  a  good 
"  consideration,  because  by  Magna  Gharta  and  other  statutes, 
"  every  one  hath  a  liberty  to  go  and  come  upon  the  sea  without 
"  impediment.  If  defendant  had  said  that  he  had  a  port, 
"  and  was  bound  to  maintain  that  port,  that  might  have  been 
"  a  good  prescription.  But  in  this  case  there  must  be  a  special 
"  inducement,  and  compensation  to  the  subject,  by  reason  of 
"  those  statutes  by  which  all  merchants  and  others  have  liberty 
"  to  come  and  go  out."  There  a  prescription  for  toll  was 
claimed  in  consideration  of  maintaining  a  certain  quay,  and  a 
bushel  of  salt  had  been  immemorially  taken  from  every  ship 
which  came  laden  with  salt  into  Slipper  Point.  The  ship  in 
question  came  within  Slipper  Point,  and  was  distrained  for  toll. 
It  was  contended  that  the  avowry  could  not  be  supported  for 
want  of  a  meritorious  consideration,  and  although  the  Court 
were  of  that  opinion,  and  so  against  the  prescription,  yet  they 


Tolls  on  the 
sea  only 
demandable 
where  such 
consideration 
as  a  port  can 
be  shown. 


Ancient  ports 
of  the  realm 
free  of  toll  to 
all  subjects  of 
the  realm. 
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had  a  benefit  of  it,  and  if  they  landed 
their  goods  elsewhere  within  the 
manor,  they  landed  them  on  the  private 
property  of  the  plaintiff,  and  origi- 
nally, indeed,  the  lord  was  the  owner 
of  all  the  lands  in  the  manor,  and  the 
prescription  was  good  according  to 
many  cases." 

1  See  pott,  pp.574  et  seq. 

*  Woolrych,  p.  299. 


8  Ibid.  In  the  second  case  the  toll 
will  be  traverse,  in  the  first  usually 
thorough. 

4  Gunning,  p.  3,  &c,  &c. 

*  See  Gunning,  p.  20  (1  Mod.  104  ; 
S.  C.  3  Keb.  249,  275 ;  S.  C.  Sir  T. 
Raym.  232  ;  S.  C.  2  Lev.  96,  reported  as 
Prideaux  v.  Warne,  S.  C.  Freem.  355, 
under  the  same  name). 
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The  erection 
of  ports  is  a 
royal  prero- 
gative. 


Even-  public 
port  is  a 
franchise. 


Title  thereto 
involves  the 
question  of  1, 
interest  in 
soil, 


distinctly  held,  that  if  the  prescription  had  been  for  a  port,  it 
would  have  been  good.1 

In  The  Mayor  of  Yarmouth  v.  Eaton*  Lord  Mansfield,  C.  J., 
said :  "  The  plaintiffs  set  out  that  they  have  a  right  by  prescrip- 
tion to  the  port  duties  of  Yarmouth;  and  the  question  is, 
"  whether  they  are  obliged  to  set  out  a  consideration.  The  only 
"  cases  like  the  present  are  port  duties,  the  rest  are  out  of  the 
"  question.  The  making  a  port  is  itself  a  consideration — it  is 
"  a  self-evident  convenience  to  the  merchants ;  it  speaks  for 
"itself;  it  may  never  require  repair — therefore  I  do  not  know 
"  that  it  is  necessary  to  show  repair.  The  ownership  of  the  soil 
"  is  out  of  the  case."     The  plaintiffs,  therefore,  had  judgment.8 

The  law  relating  to  the  erection  and  creation  of  ports  has 
already  been  discussed  in  a  previous  chapter/  and  it  will,  there- 
fore, only  be  necessary  to  recapitulate  some  few  points  respecting 
it  which  are  necessary  to  the  explanation  of  the  present  subject. 

It  is  part  of  the  royal  prerogative  to  erect  public  ports  in  the 
kingdom  ;s  and  the  Crown  has  therefore  a  special  interest  in  the 
franchise  of  a  common  port,  and  consequently  no  subject  can 
erect  one  without  a  charter  or  lawful  prescription,  either  for  all 
comers  or  for  the  men  of  a  particular  fee  or  precinct,  as  for  his 
own  tenants.6 

Lord  Hale  states7  that  "  Every  public  port  is  a  franchise  or 
"  liberty,  as  a  market  or  fair,  and  much  more, — for  first,  It  is  a 
"  place  of  common  resort  of  merchants  and  shipping ;  2nd,  Every 
"  port  had  of  necessity  a  market  belonging  to  it,  as  well  for  the 
"  vent  of  merchandises  that  were  imported  or  to  be  exported, 
"  as  for  the  vent  of  victuals  and  provisions  for  the  supply  of 
"  mariners  and  victualling  of  ships ;  and  Srdly,  To  every  public 
"  port  there  were  certain  common  tolls  incident,  as  for  wharfage 
"  and  land  leave,  and  the  like,  which  by  law  cannot  be  taken 
"  without  a  lawful  title  by  charter  or  prescription." 

The  question  of  the  title  to  a  port  involves,  according  to  Lord 
Hale,8  two  considerations, — "  1st,  That  of  the  interest  of  the  soil 


1  See  Woolrych,  p.  300. 

*  See  Woolrych,  p.  301  ;  3  Burr.  1402  ; 
and  see  Gunning,  pp.  23,  24 ;  and  see 
ante,  p.  548,  n.  2. 

8  Toptell  v.  Ferrers,  Hob.  175  ;  Mayor 
of  London  v.  Hunt,  3  Lev.  37;  Exeter, 
Mayor  of,  v.  Trimlett,  Trin.  32  Geo.  II. 
were  referred  to  for  the  plaint  iff. 

4  See  ante,  Chap.  I.  pp.  50  et  *eq. 


*  Ball  v.  Herbert,  3  T.   R.   261 ;   1 
K.  R.  695. 

6  Gunning,  p.  114.    Hale,  de  P.  M.t 
part  2,  ch.  2.,  p.  51. 

7  De  Portibus  Maris,  part  2,  chap.  2, 
p.  50. 

8  De  Port.  Maris,    part  2,  chap.  2, 
pp.  71,  72. 
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"  both  of  the  shore  and  town,  which  is  the  caput  partus,  and  and  2, 
"  also  of  the  haven  itself,  '  wherein  ships  ride  or  apply ' ;  and  ^nchise. 
"2nd,  That  of  the  interest  of  franchise,  or  the  liberty  itself, — 
"  that   civil   signature   which  doth   give   the   liberty  of   public 
"  arivage,  which  is  in  truth  the  formale  constituent  of  a  port  in 
"  a  legal  signification.1' 

Both  of  these  interests  "may  be  acquired  by  prescription; 
"  and  upon  this  title  a  port  may  as  well  belong  to  a  subject 
"  as  to  the  Crown,  as  well  in  point  of  property  in  the  soil  as  in 
"  point  of  franchise,  of  which  several  instances  are  given  by 
"  Lord  Hale,  inter  alia  Liverpool,  Milford,  Poole,  Topsham,  and 
"  others."  1 

There  are  two  kinds  of  ownership  of  a  port  which  the  Crown 
primd  facie  has,  but  which  a  subject  may  have,  and  these  are, — 
1st,  The  ownership  of  property ;  and  2nd,  The  ownership  of 
franchise, — both  of  which  usually  concur  in  the  same  person, 
though  they  may  be  divided.2 

The  first  occurs  where  the  Crown,  or  a  subject  by  charter  or 
prescription,  is  owner  of  the  soil  of  a  creek  or  haven  where 
ships  arrive  and  come  to  shore,  and  may  belong  to  a  subject, 
though  he  has  not  thereby  the  franchise  of  a  port;,  neither  can 
he  so  use  and  employ  it  unless  he  has  that  liberty  by  charter 
or  prescription.  He  may  bring  his  own  boats  thither  to  import 
and  export  his  own  goods  that  are  not  customal ;  but  he  cannot 
use  it  as  a  public  port,  or  admit  foreigners,  or  take  toll  or 
anchorage.2 

The  second  species  of  ownership  gives  the  formality  or  denomi- 
nation of  a  public  or  lawful  port  for  ships  to  lade  or  unlade 
their  merchandise  at;  and  this,  as  has  been  said,  may  be 
acquired  by  charter  or  prescription.  And  although  the  soil  of 
a  creek  or  harbour  may  belong  to  A.,  the  Crown  may  grant 
there  the  liberty  of  the  port  to  B. ;  but  if  A.  have  bank  of  the 
port,  the  Crown  cannot  grant  to  anyone  a  liberty  to  unlade  his 
goods  upon  the  bank  without  A.'s  consent,  although  such  liberty 
may  by  custom  be  free  to  all.8 

"From  this  jus  dominii  of  property  or  franchise,  or  of  both,  Port  dues 
"there  arise  several  port  duties,  sometimes   called  portatica,  arisefro.m.th<? 

r  *  'jus  dtmnmi  of 

"  sometimes    tolls,    sometimes    customs, — some    of    which    are  property  or 

franchise. 

1  Gunning,  pp.  116,  116, 117.  Port.  Maris,  part  2,  ch.  6,  p.  72. 

9  See  Gunning,  pp.  116, 117  ;  Hale,  de         *  Gunning,  p.  117. 

l.w.  36 


562 


OF    TOLL8   AND    RATES. 


Anchorage. 


Ballastage. 


Duties  due  to 
owner  of  a 
port  by 
custom. 

Busselage. 


Keelage,  &c 


"incident  to  the  ownership  of  the  port,  while  others  are  due 
"  only  by  special  usage  or  prescription."1 

The  dues  incident  to  the  ownership  of  a  port  are — 

1.  Anchorage l — A  toll  for  anchoring  a  vessel  in  the  port,  which 
properly  and  prima  facie  arises  from  or  in  respect  of  the  soil,  of 
which  it  is  evidence,  but  sometimes  it  is  due  to  the  owner  of  the 
franchise  merely. 

2.  Ballantage 3  of  ships — A  toll  for  the  liberty  of  taking  up 
ballast  from  the  bottom  of  the  port,  and  arising  out  of  the  pro- 
perty in  the  soil.  In  the  Thames  this  liberty  is  granted  by  the 
Crown  to  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House,  and  the  amount 
per  ton  which  the  corporation  may  charge  the  masters  of  vessels 
for  ballastage  is  restricted  by  statute. 

The  duties  due  to  the  owner  of  a  port  by  custom  or  prescription 
are  various,  and  differ  in  various  ports,  but  the  following  may 
be  enumerated : 8 — 

1.  Busselage*  which  Lord  Hale  mentions  as  claimed  at  Hull, 
and  one  of  the  profits  which  were  answered  for  "to  the  King 
"  and  Dukes  of  Cornwall  in  the  Port  of  Plymouth." 

2.  Keelage — "  For  every  vessel  coming  within  the  port  a 
"  certain  toll." 6 

Besides  these,  may  be  mentioned  petty  customs*  average, 
primage?  petty  loading,  lastage,  prisage, — all  of  which  may  law- 
fully be  taken  by  prescription  in  a  port.8 

These  duties  were  sometimes  called  tolls,  sometimes  consuetu- 
dines,  from  which,  when  in  the  king's  hands,  he  might  grant  a 
discharge  by  charter,  but  which,  when  they  were  already  in  a 
subject  or  corporation,  either  by  grant  or  prescription,  he  had 
no  power  to  exempt  anyone  from  payment  of.     They  would  pass 


1  Cf.  Oann  v.  Free  Ftshers  of  Wliit- 
stable,  11  H.  L.  Cas.  192;  and  Free 
Fishers  of  Whit stable  y.  Foreman^  L.  R., 
2  C.  P.  688  :  Foreman  v.  Free  Fishers 
of  Whitstablt,  L.  R.,  3  C.  P.  586  ;  L.  R., 
4  H.  L.  260,  both  of  which  see  ante, 
pp.  55  et  seq.j  and  post,  pp.  566  et  seq. 

But  little  is  said  of  anchorage  in  the 
books,  and  it  is  not  mentioned  in  Comyn 
or  Viner  or  Bacon.  Lord  Hale  mentions 
Plymouth  as  an  instance  where  the 
shore  of  the  harbour  belongs  to  one,  and 
the  anchorage  to  the  lord  of  the  port  in 
point  of  franchise.    Gunning,  p.  117. 

2  Cf.  Trinity  House  v.  Staples,  2  Chit, 
p.  689. 

8  Gunning,  p.  117. 

*  Cf.  Serjeant  v.  Reed,  2  Str.  1228 ; 


S.  C.  1  Wils.  91  ;  Woolrych,  301. 

5  Ibid.  Hale,  de  Port.  Maris,  part  2, 
ch.  6,  p.  72 ;  and  see  part  3,  ch.  4, 
p.  132. 

•  "In  the  king's  grant  of  the  fee 
"farm  of  the  port  and  city  of  Exeter 
"are  mentioned  certain  duties  called 
"petty  customs,  which  are  small  rates 
"  paid  in  respect  of  goods  imported — e.g., 
"  those  prizes  and  customs  belonging  to 
"  the  king  in  his  port  of  Newcastle, 
"  which  are  set  forth  in  record,  20  Ed.  I." 
Hale,  de  Port.  Maris,  part  3,  ch.  4, 
p.  132  ;  see  Gunning,  p.  117. 

7  Cf.  Bradley  v.  S'eivcastle-on-Tyne, 
2  £1.  &  Bl.  427,  which  see  pod,  p.  569. 

8  Hale,  de  Port.  Maris,  part  2, 
ch.  6,  p.  74. 
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— port  duties. 


under   the   words    "  Omnes  consuetitdines  "  or  "  tolneta  partus 
de  A."1 

Lord  Chelmsford,  in  his  judgment  in  Oann  v.  The  Free  Fishers 
of  Wliitstable,*  commenting  on  Hale's3  account  of  the  port  duties 
above  mentioned,  said :  "  It  appears  to  me  that  the  correct  inter- 
pretation of  his  language  is,  that  without  the  king's  grant  or 
"  charter  a  subject  cannot  have  the  franchise  of  a  port,  and 
"  without  having  a  port  he  cannot  take  toll  or  anchorage,  which 
"  are  dues  arising  from  and  incident  to  it." 

A  port  may  be  created  in  modern  times  with  a  right  to  receive  Ports  may  be 
a  port  duty  from  all  who  come  within  its  limits.  A  port  duty  J^^  l^mes 
ex  vi  termini  implies  a  consideration  for  it.4 

"  There  is  no  doubt  a  port  duty  may  be  created  within  time  of 
"  memory.  The  Crown  may  grant  to  the  subject  the  right  to 
"  create  a  port,  and  may  grant  to  the  owner  of  the  port,  the 
"  person  under  an  obligation  to  repair,  the  right  of  receiving  a 
"  consideration  for  all  who  use  it, — a  right  to  receive  so  much 
"  for  every  quantity  of  coals  or  other  commodity  imported  into 
"  the  port.  The  subject  receives  for  that  duty  an  equivalent  in 
"  repairs  of  the  port,  and  the  advantage  he  derives  from  it."6 

Where,  however,  a  party6  suing  for  port  duties  as  owner  of  a 
port,  gave  no  other  evidence  of  title  than  the  continual  payment 
of  a  certain  duty,  which  the  jury  found  unreasonable  in  amount ; 
it  was  held  that  he  could  not  have  a  verdict  for  a  less  amount 
found  by  the  jury  to  be  reasonable.  Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  said, 
inter  alia,  "We  think  the  jury  could  not  properly  be  told 
"  that  they  might  presume  a  grant  where  the  plaintiff  refused 
"  to  produce  it,  especially  a  grant  of  a  toll  of  unreasonable 
"  amount.  This  would  be  pressing  the  doctrine  in  Jenkins 
"v.  Harvey7  too  far.  The  doctrine  held  in  that  case  is  not 
"  indeed  altogether  satisfactory,  and  any  person  affected  by  it 
"  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  tendering  a  bill  of  exceptions. 


1  Hale,  de  Port.  Maris,  part  3,  ch.  4, 
p.  132. 

"  The  fullest  account  of  this  kind  of 
"  dues  is  in  an  old  book  called  *  Con- 
"  '  suetudines  et  usus  Sandaici,'  men- 
4i  tioned  by  Lord  Hale  (part  3,  ch.  2, 
"p.  118 ;  ch.  4,  p.  133),  and  there  is  a 
11  long  enumeration  of  them  in  Mayor  of 
"  WitterforSs  cane,  (Davy's  Rep.  6)  ;" 
Gunning,  p.  117. 

2  11  H.  L.  Cas.  pp.  219,  220. 

8  De    Port.    Maris,    ch.    2,    p.    46 ; 
ch.  6,  pp.  73,  74. 


4  Jenkins  v.  Harvey ',  1  Gale,  23  ;  40 
R.  R.  769. 

5  Ibid,  per  Parke,  B.,  1  Gale,  p.  27. 

8  Brune  v.  Thomson,  4  Q.  B.  543. 
Semble,  that  where  the  duty  is  claimed 
under  a  grant  from  the  Crown,  which 
appeai-s  on  the  evidence  to  be  enrolled  of 
record,  but  is  not  produced  by  the 
plaintiff,  the  jury  ought  not-  to  be 
directed  to  presume  such  grant  upon 
mere  evidence  of  usage. 

7  1  Gale,  23 ;  1  C,  M.  &  R.  849  ;  40 
R.  R.  769. 
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"  We  also  think  it  open  to  question  whether  the  Grown  can  grant 
"  a  right  of  taking  toll  indefinitely  throughout  a  port  beyond  the 
"  limits  of  the  grantee's  land,  and  where  the  grantee  may  not 
"  even  have  it  in  his  power  to  do  repairs.  The  question,  too,  as 
"  to  the  legality  of  applying  ancient  port  duties  to  new  objects 
"  of  commerce  raised  in  the  Liverpool  case,  but  not  decided,  is 
"  proper  to  be  considered." 

The  decisions  on  the  subject  of   ports  turn  chiefly  on  the 
validity  of  the  custom  or  prescription  in  virtue  of  which  toll 
is  claimed. 
Customs  by  In  Vinkensterne  v.  Ebden x  a  custom  was  alleged  that  the  mayor 

which  toll  is  an^  burgesses  of  Newcastle  had  been  accustomed  from  time 
claimed  must  immemorial  to  repair  the  port  of  their  town,  and  that  they  had 
ported.  used  to  have  a  toll  of  2d.  per  chaldron  for  all  coals  exported. 

The  Court  considered  this  a  very  reasonable  custom ;  for  without 
ports  there  would  be  no  navigation,  and  without  a  duty  the  port 
would  not  be  repaired. 

In  assumpsit  for  weighage  of  goods  brought  into  the  port  of 
London,  it  was  pbjected  that  there  was  no  consideration  for  the 
duty ;  but  as  the  defendant  had  the  liberty  of  bringing  his  goods 
into  port,  which  is  a  place  of  safety,  it  was  resolved  that  the 
consideration  was  implied.3 

In  Ijord  Falmouth  v.  George*  it  was  held  that  keeping  up  a 
capstan  and  rope  in  a  cove  to  assist  boats  in  landing,  and  without 
which  they  could  not  safely  land  in  bad  weather,  was  a  good 
consideration  for  a  reasonable  toll  on  all  boats  frequenting  the 
cove,  whether  they  used  the  capstan  or  not ;  and  the  custom  to 
exact  the  toll  was  also  held  good,  although  the  party  claiming  it 
was  neither  owner  of  the  cove  nor  lord  of  the  manor,  nor  were 
his  predecessors  shown  to  have  been  such ;  but  he  and  they  had 
always  been  owners  of  the  spot  on  which  the  capstan  stood,  and 
of  an  estate  in  the  neighbourhood. 

A  fisherman  frequenting  the  cove  was,  however,  held  not  to 
be  a  competent  witness  for  a  party  resisting  the  toll.4 

In  that  case  the  plaintiff  sought  under  a  custom  to  establish  a 
claim  to  the  second  best  fish  out  of  every  boat  load  of  fish  landed 
in  Senan  Cove  in  Cornwall.  A  verdict  having  been  found  in  his 
favour,  a  rule  nisi  was  obtained  by  Bosanquet,  Serjeant,  to  set  it 

»  1  Ld.  Raym.  384  ;  S.  C,  1  Salk.  248.  87  ;  Gunning,  pp.  29, 33, 118  ;  Woolrych, 

See,  too,  Gunning,  pp.  28,  62,  119,  216  ;  p.  30. 

Woolrych,  p.  300.  »  5  Bing.  286  ;  30  R.  R.  597. 

*  Mayor  of  London  v.  Hunt,  3  Lev.  4  5  Bing.  286. 
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aside,  bat  the  case  having  been  argued  before  Best,  C.  J.,  the 
rule  for  a  new  trial  was  discharged,  the  Court  saying : * — "  It 
has  been  objected  that  there  was  no  consideration  for  the 
custom  for  taking  toll  from  the  owners  of  boats  who  did 
not  make  use  of  the  capstan  to  draw  up  their  boats  from 
the  sea.  Although  it  is  not  always  necessary  to  use  the 
capstan,  yet  if  boats  in  certain  seasons  could  not  safely 
approach  this  place  unless  they  were  certain  of  having  the 
assistance  of  the  rope  of  the  capstan  to  draw  them  out  of  the 
surf  of  the  sea,  we  think  that  the  keeping  of  the  capstan  and 
rope  ready  for  the  use  of  fishermen  who  resort  to  this  cove  is 
a  sufficient  consideration  for  a  toll  to  be  paid  by  them,  whether 
they  actually  use  it  or  not.  .  .  . 

"  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  King  may  at  this  time  establish 
a  reasonable  toll  for  the  performance  of  any  duty  that  the 
public  convenience  or  safety  requires  should  be  performed. 
The  creation  of  a  toll  is  only  a  mode  of  paying  for  a  public 
service.  The  power  of  creating  tolls  depends  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  the  service  and  the  reasonableness  of  the  toll  taken 
for  it.  If  the  service  be  not  of  public  advantage,  or  the  toll 
be  unreasonable,  it  cannot  be  supported.  But  it  is  impos- 
sible to  contend  that  this  capstan  and  rope  is  not  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  these  fishermen.  And  it  was  not  sug- 
gested either  at  the  trial  or  in  the  argument  here  that  the  toll 
demanded  was  excessive  or  unreasonable.  If  the  plaintiff  had 
purchased  this  land  a  year  ago  and  had  made  a  landing-place 
in  this  cove,  had  built  a  capstan,  provided  a  proper  rope,  and 
undertaken  to  keep  the  capstan  and  rope  in  a  proper  state  at 
all  times  for  the  use  of  the  fishermen,  it  would  have  been  a 
sufficient  consideration  for  the  grant  of  such  a  toll  by  the 
Crown,  as  the  jury  have  found  was  due  to  the  plaintiff  by 
virtue  of  a  custom.  .  .  .  We  have  therefore  no  doubt  that 
this  is  a  valid  custom.  In  the  case  of  The  Earl  of  Falmouth 
v.  Penrose 2  the  validity  of  the  custom  was  never  disputed ;  the 
objection  then  taken  was  that  the  pleadings  were  not  applicable 
to  the  case  proved." 
A  claim  of  anchorage  dues  cannot  exist  merely  in  respect  of  claim  for 
the  use  of  the  soil ;  it  must  be  founded  on  proof  that  the  soil  5ue«  cannot 
of  the  claimant  was  originally  within  the  precincts  of  a  port  or  be  made 
harbour,  or  that  some  service  or  aid  to  navigation  was  rendered  Inject  of  the 


0  Bing.  291,  292. 


C  B.  k  C.  385. 


use  of  the  soil. 
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by  the  owner  of  the  soil  who  claimed  the  anchorage  dues.1  A 
liability  to  make  compensation  for  actual  injury  done  to 
certain  oyster  beds  by  anchoring,  is  therefore  not  to  be  con- 
founded with  a  liability  to  toll  for  casting  anchor  in  the  soil 
itself.3 
Gam*  v.  Lord  Chelmsford,  in  his  judgment  in  Gann  v.  Free  Fishers  of 

of  Whiutabie.   Whitstable*  said :  "  My  Lords,  the  principal  question  intended 

"  to  be  raised  between  the  parties  in  this  appeal  is,  Whether  the 
"  respondents,  the  Company  of  Free  Fishers  and  Dredgers  of 
"  W hitstable,  who  are  owners  of  a  fishery  for  the  growth  and 
"  improvement  of  oysters  within  the  limits  of  the  manor  of 
"  Whitstable,  are  entitled  to  demand  from  the  appellant  a  pay- 
"  ment  for  anchoring  his  vessel  within  the  manor ;  their  title  to 
"  demand  such  payment  being  derived  from  the  lord  of  the 
"  manor,  whose  predecessors  have  from  time  immemorial  received 
"  a  customary  payment,  '  for  and  on  account  of  the  anchorage 
"  '  of  any  ship  or  vessel  within  the  said  manor.'  ...  In  consi- 
"  dering  the  question  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  it 
"  applies  exclusively  to  the  claim  of  a  toll  or  due  for  anchoring 
"  on  the  high  seas,  and  not  in  any  port  or  haven.  ...  I  have 
"  therefore  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  undoubted  right 
"  of  the  public  freely  to  navigate  the  highway  of  the  sea  cannot 
"  be  restricted  by  the  imposition  of  any  payment  whatever 
"  unless  some  good  consideration  can  be  shown  for  it ;  and  the 
"  respondents  have  failed  to  establish  any  other  ground  of  title 
"  in  the  lord  of  the  manor  to  the  anchorage  due  than  the  mere 
"  use  of  their  soil.  I  consider  this  to  be  wholly  insufficient  to 
"  justify  the  demand  in  question,  unless  it  can  be  held  that  the 
"  right  of  navigation  does  not  include  the  right  of  anchoring, 
"  which  can  hardly  be  seriously  contended. 

"  I  admit  that  every  intendment  ought  to  be  made  in  favour 
"  of  a  payment  which  has  been  uninterruptedly  received  time 
"  out  of  mind,  supposing  it  presumably  capable  of  a  lawful 
"  origin ;  but  not  being  able  to  discover  any  ground  upon  which 
"  this  claim  of  an  anchorage  due  could  have  had  a  legal  com- 
"  mencement,  the  case  of  The  Mayor  of  Nottingham  v.  Lambert* 

1  Qann  v.  Free  Fishers  of  Whitstable*  Fishers  of  Whitstable  L.  R.,  3  C.  P.  586 ; 

11  H.  L.  Cas.  192  ;  36  L.  J.,  C.  P.  29  ;  20  L.  B.,  4  H.  L.  266. 

C.  B.,  N.  S.  1  ;  13W.  R.  589  ;  and  see  *  Ibid.    Cf.  Mayor  of  Colrhester  v. 

ante,  Chap.  I.  pp.  55  et  seq. ;  Free  Fishers  Brooke,  7  Q.  B.  339. 

of  Whitstable  v.  Foreman,  L.  R.,  2  C.  P.  »  11  H.  L.  Cas.  215,  222,  223. 

688  ;  36 L. J., C.P.I 73  ;  Foreman*. Free  *  WiUes,  111. 
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"  is  an  authority  for  showing  that  no  length  of  prescription  can  But  in  case  of 

tc     •       'i.       a'3'a.     >»  a  navigable 

give  it  validity."  armof  thesea, 

If,  however,  a  claim  for  anchorage  dues  on  a  navigable  arm  if  claim  Jf 

Dresumablv 

of  the  sea  be  presumably  capable  of  a  legal  origin,  and  the  pay-  capable  of  a 
ment  of  dues  is  shown  to  have  been  uninterruptedly  received  k^Vfotend- 
time   out  of    mind,   every  intendment   will    be    made    in    its  ment  will  be 

«  i  made  in  its 

favour.1  hmmtm 

In  The  Free  Fishers  of  Whitstable  v.  Foreman,1  an  oyster  Free  Fishers 
fishery  had  been  possessed,  and  an  anchorage  due  had  been  °{^^^ 
claimed  and  received  from  time  immemorial  by  the  lords  of  the 
manor  of  Whitstable,  in  respect  of  all  vessels  casting  anchor 
within  the  limits  of  certain  anchorage  ground  within  the  manor. 
In  1795,  the  fishery  and  soil  thereof  (including  the  anchorage 
ground)  were  conveyed  by  the  lord,  with  all  its  rights  and  appur- 
tenances, to  the  plaintiffs,  who  thenceforth  claimed  and  received 
the  anchorage  due.  There  was  some  evidence  that  Whitstable 
was  a  limb  of  the  port  of  Sandwich ;  but  there  was  no  direct 
evidence  to  show  that  the  anchorage  ground  was  within  or  con- 
nected with  the  port,  or  that  the  franchise  of  the  port  was  ever 
granted  out  by  the  Crown.  There  was,  however,  evidence  that 
the  lord  of  the  manor  was  the  owner  of  a  landing-place  called 
Le  Craston,  within  the  limits  of  the  manor,  and  that  he  took 
toll  upon  merchandise  landed  there,  and  also  that  he  was  the 
owner  of  the  anchorage  ground,  and  took  the  anchorage  due  as 
such  lord  and  owner  of  the  soil.  The  recitals  in  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament, by  which  the  plaintiffs  were  incorporated  and  empowered 
to  purchase  the  manor  and  manorial  rights,  stated  that  there 
were  "  customary  payments,  usually  and  of  right,  made  to  the 
"  lord  of  the  manor  for  or  in  respect  of  any  ship  or  vessel  on  the 
"  landing  of  goods  or  merchandise  within  the  said  manor." 
There  was  also  evidence  that  the  plaintiffs  had,  as  far  back  as 
living  memory  extended,  maintained  buoys  and  beacons,  which 
served  the  double  purpose  of  pointing  out  the  channel  by  which 
vessels  of  small  burthen  might  safely  reach  the  anchorage 
ground,  and  also  of  protecting  the  oyster  beds  : — Held,  that  the 
maintenance  of  the  buoys  and  beacons,  taken  in  connection  with 
the  ownership  of  the  soil  of  the  anchorage  ground,  and  the 
benefit  to  the  public  therefrom,  afforded  a  sufficient  consideration 
to  support  the  plaintiff's  claim  to  the  anchorage  due. 

1  Free  Fishers  of  Whitstable  v.  Fore-       Foreman  v.  Free  Fisher*  of  Whitstable, 
wfl//,L.R.,  2  C.P.688 ;  36  L.J.,C.  P.  173 ;       L.  R.,  3  C.  P.  :>86  ;  L.  R.,  4  H.  L.  266. 
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Bovill,  C.  J.,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,1  contrasted  this  case  with  that  of  Gann  v.  Jlte 
Free  Fisher*  of  Wkitstahle,  noticed  above. 

"  The  right  claimed  by  the  plaintiffs  in  this  case  is  similar  to 
"  that  which  was  questioned  in  the  case  of  The  Free  Fishers  of 
"  Whitstablew.  (iann,  viz.,  the  right  to  an  anchorage  due  from  all 
"  vessels  casting  anchor  on  certain  land  covered  by  the  sea, 
"  called  the  anchorage  ground,  near  Whitstable,  in  the  county 
"  of    Kent.      In   the  former  case  the  right  was  sought  to    be 
"  maintained  by  reason  of  the  plaintiff's  ownership  of  the  soil, 
"  upon    which    the  anchors   were   cast.  .  .  .      The   plaintiff's 
"  case  being  on  that  occasion  based  upon  the  ownership  of  the 
"  soil,  their  evidence  had  been  directed  to  that  point  alone.     No 
•     "  facts  appeared  from  which  the  claim  could  be  supported  upon 
"  any  other  grounds,  and  the  ultimate  decision  upon  the  then 
"  statements  of  their  case  were  adverse  to  the  plaintiffs.     The 
"  present  case  is  brought  before  us  now  in  a  different  form.     The 
"  claim  is  not  now  based  upon  the  mere  ownership  of  the  soil  of 
"  the  anchorage   ground  ;    and   we   are  called   upon  to  decide 
"  whether,  under  the  circumstances  set  forth  in  this  special  case, 
"  the  plaintiffs  have  established  their  right  to  the  payment  in 
"  question. 

"  The  view  which  we  take  of  this  case  is  entirely  in  accordance 
"  with  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords,  which  was  that  the 
"  claim  could  not  in  point  of  law  be  supported  in  respect  of  the 
"  ownership  of  the  soil  alone."  (His  Lordship  then  quoted  the 
judgment  of  Lord  Westbury,  L.  C.),2  and  continues : 

"  In  the  former  case  no  consideration  whatever  was  attempted 
"  to  be  shown  for  the  payment,  no  facts  were  proved  from  which 
"  it  could  be  inferred.  ...  Upon  the  statements  in  the  case 
"  now  before  the  Court,  it  seems  to  us  that  the  defects  which 
"  existed  in  the  former  case  have  been  supplied.  The  buoys  and 
"  beacons  have  been  maintained  as  far  back  as  living  memory 
"extends;  and  we  think  we  ought  to  presume  that  they  have 
"  existed  and  been  maintained  from  time  immemorial ;  and 
"  when  we  find  that  the  anchorage  due  has  been  received 
"  without  interruption  during  the  same  period,  and,  therefore, 
"  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  legal  origin,  if  it  can  be  done;  we 
"  consider  that  the  maintenance  of  these  buoys  and  beacons  may 

1  Bovill,  C.  J.,  Willcs.  J.,  Keating,  J.,      <>88. 
and  Montague  Smith,  J.,  L.  R.,  2  C.  P.  J  11  H.  L.  208  ;  20  C.  B.,  N.  S.  14. 
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"  be  treated  as  the  consideration  for  the  payment  that  has  been 
"so  immeinorially  made;  and  as  there  would  be  a  benefit  to 
"  navigation  by  pointing  out  the  anchorage  ground,  and  on  a  safe 
"  channel  or  entrance  to  it,  under  the  circumstances  before 
"  mentioned,  we  think  there  would,  in  point  of  law,  be  a  sufficient 
"  consideration  to  support  the  claim. 

"Even  if  these  buoys  and  beacons  were  maintained  wholly 
"  and  solely  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  vessels  grounding 
"  upon  the  oyster  beds,  it  is  not  certain  that  this  also  might  not 
4<  be  sufficient  consideration  upon  the  principle  stated  by  Lord 
"  Wensleydale  in  his  judgment.1  Our  judgment  is,  however, 
"  founded  upon  the  ground  which  we  have  already  stated,  viz., 
"  the  maintenance  of  the  buoys  and  beacons  for  the  purposes  and 
"  under  the  circumstances  before  mentioned,  in  connection  with 
"  the  plaintiff's  ownership  of  the  soil  and  the  uninterrupted 
"  enjoyment  of  the  anchorage  due  from  time  immemorial." 

This  case  was  affirmed  on  appeal  by  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
Chamber2  and  the  House  of  Lords,3  on  the  ground  that  the 
evidence  showed  the  former  existence  of  a  pbrt  in  the  locus  in 
quo  from  the  immemorial  payment  of  the  tolls  for  merchandise 
and  anchorage ;  for  as  anchorage  dues  were  almost,  if  not 
universally,  incident  to  a  port,  and  as  every  intendment  should 
be  made  in  favour  of  a  payment  uninterruptedly  made  time  out 
of  mind,  they  were  justified  in  drawing  the  inference  that  a  port 
did  exist,  and  therefore  that  the  tolls  had  a  legal  origin. 

In  Bradley  v.  Nawcastlc-on-Tyne ,*  a  charter  of  8  Jac.  II.  Primage, 
granted  to  the  corporation  of  the  master  pilots  and  seamen  of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  primage  (described  in  the  charter  as  an 
ancient  duty)  upon  goods  brought  by  ship  into  the  Tyne  or  any 
of  the  creeks  of  the  port  of  Newcastle,  of  which  Sunderland  was 
one,  to  be  rated  and  accounted  in  manner  and  form  following, 
that  is  to  say :  aliens  and  strangers  born,  and  all  other  persons 
arriving  with  ships  in  the  Tyne  or  within  any  of  the  creeks, 
members  of  the  port  of  Newcastle,  and  not  belonging  to  the 
same,  to  pay  before  they  departed  with  their  ships ;  and  every 
free  merchant  and  inhabitant  of  Newcastle  arriving  in  the  Tyne 
with  a  ship,  within  ten  days  after  landing  the  goods.  The 
charter  also  granted  to  the  corporation  all  other  perquisites, 
ancient  duties  and  profits,  which  they  had  theretofore  lawfully 

1  11  H.  L.  216  ;  20  C.  B..  N.  S.  29.  *  L.  R.,  4  H.  L.  266. 

2  13  L.  T.,  N.  8.  734.  *  2  El.  k  Bl.  427  ;  18  Jar.  246. 
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had  and  enjoyed ;  and  also  provided,  that  the  sums  granted  by 
the  charter  should  be  in  lieu  of  all  other  duties  theretofore 
received  ;  it  was  held  that  the  charter  was  not  inconsistent  with 
the  claim  of  primage  in  respect  of  goods  imported  into  Sunderland 
by  merchants  resident  there,  and  also  that  evidence  of  usage  was 
admissible  in  support  of  the  claim. 

Ancient  charters,  if  ambiguous,  are  to  be  explained  by  the 
usage  under  them ;  and  the  jury  in  that  case  may  interpret  the 
charter  by  the  usage.  As  in  the  instance  of  the  above-named 
charter  of  3  Joe.  II.,  upon  the  issue  of  which  a  question  was 
raised  in  1851 ;  when  in  the  case  of  Newcastle  Pilots,  <ftc*  v. 
Bradley  d-  Potts,  it  was  disputed  whether  the  charter  permitted 
primage  to  be  taken  of  all  ships  entering  Sunderland  (a  creek  of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne),  or  exempted  ships  belonging  to  merchants 
of  Sunderland.1  In  delivering  judgment,  making  the  rule  for 
a  new  trial  absolute,  Coleridge,  J.,  said :  "  The  rule  has  never 
"  been  laid  down  in  this  matter  more  strongly  than  in  Jenkins 
"  v.  Harvey.2  It  has  been  questioned  whether  it  was  not  there 
"  laid  down  too  strongly  ; 8  but  adopting  the  language  used  there 
"  it  went  no  farther  than  this  :  that  '  from  uninterrupted  modern 
"  '  usage,'  a  jury  '  should  find  the  immemorial  existence  of  the 
"  '  payment  unless  some  evidence  is  given  to  the  contrary.'  " 

The  same  charter  of  Jae.  II.  granted  to  the  master  pilots  and 
seamen  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  certain  dues  to  be  "  paid  by  all 
"  persons  being  owners  of  any  goods  which  should  be  brought  in 
"  any  ship  from  beyond  the  seas  into  the  river  Tyne,"  in  manner 
following:  "  that  is  to  say,  aliens  and  strangers  born,  and  other 
"  such  persons  who,  with  their  ships  should  arrive  within  the 
"  said  port  and  not  belong  to  the  same,  before  they  depart  with 
"  their  said  ships  from  the  said  port,  should  pay  the  duties 
"  aforesaid,  and  every  free  merchant  and  other  inhabitant  of 
"  Newcastle,  arriving  with  their  said  ships  within  the  river  Tyne, 
"  should  pay  the  duties  aforesaid  within  ten  days  after  the 
"  landing  of  the  goods  as  aforesaid,  upon  lawful  demand."  The 
duties  had  always  been  paid  by  the  importer : — Held,  that  a 
person  who  gratuitously  landed,  entered,  and  warehoused  goods 
for  the  owners,  who  resided  in  London,  was  an  "  owner  "  within 
the  meaning  of  the  charter,  and  liable  to  the  dues.4 

1  2  EL  &  Bl.  428,  note  (a).  4  Master  Pilots  and  Seamen  of  Xetc- 

*  1  C.  M.  &  R.  877  ;  1  Gale,  23  ;  40  enstle-vp<m~Tyne  v.  Hammond,  4  Exch. 

R.  R.  769.  285. 
»  Brine  v.  Thompson,  4  Q.  B.  543,552. 
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The  varieties  of  tolls  hitherto  noticed  have  been  purely  founded  Shore  duties 
on  custom ;  it  will  now  be  necessary  to  consider  briefly  certain  rometimoTon1 
duties  closely  connected  with  ports,  though  not  identical  with  custom  and 
them,  which  are  sometimes  regulated  by  custom  and  sometimes  statute. 
by  statute.     These  dues,  which  are  termed  by  Lord  Hale  shore 
duties,  arise  by  reason  of  interest  in  the  soil  of  the  shore  of  a 
port,  and  vary  in  different  places  both  in  kind  and  amount.     It 
is  rare,  he  observes,  to  find  any  port  where  the  owner  of  the 
franchise  has  not  a  convenient  portion  of  the  shore  and  land 
adjoining  where  wharves  and  quays  and  warehouses  may  be  built 
for  the  lading  and  unlading  and  safe  custody  of  merchandises ; 
but  the  interests  may  he  and  sometimes  are  divided,  and  the 
duties  arising  by  reason  of  the  goods  when  unladen  and  laid  on 
shore  are  different  from  those  already  spoken  of.    And  it  often 
happens  that  a  particular  place  within  a  port  may  be  of  great 
convenience  to  make  a  common  quay  or  wharf,  when  the  property 
in  the  soil  may  belong  to  a  subject,  who  is  not  the  owner  of  the 
port,  when  either  his  interest  must  be  bought  in  by  the  owner  of 
the  port,  or  he  must  have  the  benefits  which  arise  by  the  taking 
or  landing  the  merchandise  there.1 

Of  these  duties  the  most  important  are  wharfage  and  craneage.  Wharfage 

Wharfage  is  a  toll  or  duty  for  the  pitching  or  lodging  of  goods  and  craneaee- 
upon  a  wharf,3  or  "  money  paid  for  landing  goods  on  a  wharf  or 
"  quay,   or  for   shipping  or  taking  goods    into   a    boat   from 
"  thence." 3 

"  A  duty  for  wharfage  and  craneage,"  said  Lord  Mansfield  in 
Stephen  v.  Coster*  "  can  not  be  due  where  the  party  has  not  had 
"  the  use  of  the  wharf  or  crane.  Wharfage  is  due  for  landing  on 
"  the  wharf  and  craneage  for  the  assistance  of  the  crane.  Anchor- 
"  age  or  moorage  are  very  different  things." 

The  owner  of  a  wharf  or  quay  is  entitled  at  common  law  to  Owner  of  a 
remuneration  for  the  use  of  them,5  and  in  Serjeant  v.  Read,*  the  at^mo^ 
claim  for  wharfage  was  compared  to  that  for  stallage,  the  party  lawtore: 

.    .      .        .  .  i     a     ai         i       *  i       •  i.j    numeration. 

bringing  his  goods  to  the  wharf  or  quay  having  an  easement,  and 
the  owner  of  the  wharf  or  quay  a  damage. 

With  regard  to  amounts  payable  for  wharfage  duty,  in  many  Amount  may 
ports  they  are  fixed  by  prescription,  or  by  the  grant  under  which  ^JSp^ 

or  grant. 

1  Hale    de    Portibus  Maris,   part  2,       Wharfage, 
ch.  (>,    p.   76  ;    see  Gunning,   pp.   122,  4  3  Burr.  1409  :  1  W.  Bl.  413,  423. 

123.  *  Gunning,  p.  123. 

*  Gunning,  p.  123.  6  1  Wils.  91  ;  2  Stra.  1228  ;  Woolrych, 

8  Ibid.  ;  Cunningham's  Law  Diet.  tit.      p.  301. 
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the  owner  takes  thein ;  or  settled  by  statute,1  and  in  both  of  these 
cases  the  amount  so  fixed  cannot  be  exceeded,  for  it  is  part  of 
that  jus  publicum  which  is  vested  in  the  community  to  have 
their  access  to  ports  as  freely  as  formerly  was  used.2  A.  may 
also  for  his  own  private  advantage  in  a  port  or  town  set  up  a 
wharf  or  crane,  and  take  whatever  rates  he  and  his  can  agree  for 
wharfage,  craneage,  &c. ;  for  he  does  not  more  than  what  is  law- 
ful for  every  man  to  do — viz.  make  the  most  of  his  own ;  and 
such  are  the  coal,  wood,  and  timber  wharves  in  the  port  of 
London,  and  some  other  ports.2  In  such  a  case,  however,  where 
private  property,  by  consent  of  the  owners,  becomes  invested 
with  a  public  interest  or  privilege  for  the  benefit  of  the  public, 
the  owner  can  no  longer  deal  with  it  as  private  property  only, 
but  must  hold  it  subject  to  the  rights  of  the  public  in  the  exercise 
of  that  public  interest  or  privilege  conferred  for  their  benefit.3 
Lord  Ellenborough,  C.  J.,  in  Attnntt  v.  Itiglis,*  when  speaking  on 
this  point,  quoted  Lord  Hale.  "  According  to  him,"  said  his 
Lordship,  "  wherever  the  accident  of  time  casts  upon  a  party  the 
"  benefit  of  having  a  legal  monopoly  of  landing  goods  in  a  public 
"  port — as  where  he  is  the  owner  of  the  one  wharf  authorized  to 
"  receive  goods  which  happens  to  be  built  in  a  port  newly  erected 
"  — he  is  confined  to  take  reasonable  compensation  only  for  the 
"  use  of  the  wharf.  Lord  Hale  puts  the  case  either  way  :  where 
"  the  king  or  a  subject  have  a  public  wharf  to  which  all  persons 
"  must  come  who  come  to  that  port  to  unlade  their  goods,  either 
"  '  because  they  are  the  wharves  only  licensed  by  the  queen,6  or 
"  '  because  there  is  no  other  wharf  in  that  port  as  it  may  fall  out, 
"  '  in  that  case '  (he  says)  *  there  cannot  be  taken  arbitrary  and 
"  '  excessive  duties  for  craneage,  wharfage,  «!fcc. ;  neither  can  they 
41 '  be  enhanced  to  an  immoderate  rate,  but  the  duties  must  be 
"  '  reasonable  and  moderate,  though  settled  by  the  king's  licence 
*' '  or  charter.'  And  then  he  assigns  this  reason,  *  for  now  the 
"  '  wharf  and  crane  and  other  conveniences  are  affected  with  a 
"  '  public  interest,  and  they  cease  to  be  juris  privati  only.' " 

In  the  above  case  the  London  Dock  Company  having  built 
warehouses  in  which  wines  were  deposited,  upon  payment  of 
such   rent  as  they  and  the  owners  agreed   upon,   afterwards 


1  &  g.  the  duties  in  Hull  are  fixed  by 
27  Hen.  VIII.  c.  3,  and  33  Hen.  VIII. 
c.  33  ;  see  Gunning,  p.  123. 

3  Hale,  pp.  77,  78. 

»  Allnutt  v.  Inglu,  12  East,  527  ;  11 
R.  R.  482. 


*  12  East,  527  ;  11  R.  R.  482. 

6  As  to  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
to  ascertain  the  limits  of  ports  and 
assign  quays  for  the  exclusive  landing 
of  merchandise,  see  ant'e^  Chap.  I.  p.  51. 


TOLLS.  578 

accepted  a  certificate  from  the  Board  of  the  Treasury  under  the 
General  Warehousing  Act  of  43  Geo.  III.  c.  182,  whereby  it 
became  lawful  for  the  importers  to  lodge  and  secure  the  wines 
there  without  paying  the  duties  for  them  in  the  first  instance. 
It  did  not  appear  that  there  was  any  other  place  in  the  port  of 
London  where  the  importers  had  a  right  to  bond  their  wines 
(though  if  the  exclusive  privilege  had  been  extended  to  a  few 
others,  it  does  not  appear  that  that  would  have  varied  the  case) ; 
and  it  was  held  that  such  a  monopoly,  and  public  interest 
attaching  upon  their  property,  they  were  bound  in  law  to  receive 
the  goods  into  their  warehouses  at  a  reasonable  hire  and  reward. 

Wharfingers  in  London  are  entitled 1  to  wharfage  for  goods 
unladed  into  lighters  out  of  barges  fastened  to  their  wharves  ;2  and 
it  appears  that  a  custom  exists  in  the  same  city  of  mooring 
barges  for  a  tide  at  low  water  to  the  piles  in  front  of  the  wharves 
erected  along  the  river ;  but  the  custom  does  not  extend  to  allow 
them  to  be  moored  to  the  wharf  itself,  except  through  distress.8 

The   amount  to   which   a    party  claims  to  be    entitled   for  Amount 
wharfage  by  prescription  ought  in  a  plea  to  be  set  forth  with  ^ setforth* 
sufficient  certainty.4  with  cer- 

To  an  action  of  trespass  for  seizing  the  plaintiff's  barley,  amty" 
defendant  pleaded  that  one  B.  D.  was  seised  in  fee  of  the  manor 
of  Penzance,  in  which  there  was  a  quay  or  pier,  part  of  the 
manor ;  and  that  he  and  all  those  whose  estate  he  had,  at  their 
own  cost  and  time  out  of  mind,  repaired  and  ought  to  repair 
such  quay  or  pier ;  and  had  of  right  taken  a  reasonable  toll 
(called  barleyage),  to  wit,  three  Winchester  bushels  of  barley  out 
of  every  ship's  cargo  brought  upon  the  quay  or  pier,  to  be 
exported  in  any  ship.  The  plea  then  alleged  that  the  plaintiff 
brought  upon  the  quay  1,200  Winchester  bushels  of  barley  to  be 
so  exported.  A  verdict  having  been  found  for  the  defendant,  it 
was  pleaded  in  arrest  of  judgment  that  the  prescription,  as  set 
forth  in  the  plea,  was  bad — being  to  take  a  certain  out  of  an 
uncertain  quantity:  that  it  was  uncertain,  because  "cargo" 
was  too  general,  and  unreasonable,  as  one  fixed  toll  of  varying 
quantities.  But  the  Court  held  the  prescription  good ;  observing 
that  the  word  "  cargo  "  was  a  mercantile  word  well  understood.4 

1  Onder  22  Car.  II.  c.  11,  and  Order  s   Wyatt  r.  Tliomson,  1  Esp.  252  ;  see 
of  Council  of  1st  March,  1674.  Gunning,  p.  126. 

2  StepJie/u  v.  Cotter,  3  Burr.  1409  ;  1  *  Serjeant  v.  Read,  2  Stra.  1228  ;  1 
W.  Bl.  413,  423.  Wils.  91. 
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So,  again,  where  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle  claimed  5tf.  for 
every  chaldron  of  'coals  exported,  and  it  was  contended  that  this 
was  unreasonable  and  excessive,  being  5rf.  duty  for  a  quantity  of 
coals  which  was  only  worth  2*. :  as  the  value  of  the  coals  did  not 
appear  on  the  pleadings,  the  Court  observed  that  they  could  not 
say  that  the  toll  was  excessive.1 

KingsUm-upon-HuU  Dock  Co.  v.  La  Marche*  was  an  action  of 
indebitatus  assumpsit  for  wharfage,  with  the  usual  money  counts. 
Plea — the  general  issue.     The  facts  disclosed  were  that,  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  certain  persons  were  incorporated  as  the  Hull 
Dock   Company ;    that  premises   (before  the  property  of   the 
Crown)  were  given  to  them  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act ;  and 
that  they  were  authorized  to  make  a  dock,  quays,  wharves,  <fcc. 
which,  it  was  enacted,  should  be  vested  in  them  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Act.    Amongst  other  things  it  was  provided  that  "  All 
"  goods,  &c.  which  should  be  landed  or  discharged  upon  any  of 
"  the  quays  or  wharves  which  should  be  erected  by  virtue  of  the 
"  Act,  should  be  liable  to  pay,  and  should  be  charged  and  charge- 
"  able  with  the  like  rates  of  wharfage  and  payments,  as  were 
"  usually  taken  or  received  for  any  goods,  &c.  loaded  or  discharged 
"  upon  any  quays  or  wharfs  in  the  Port  of  London :  " — Held, 
that,  as  the  premises  were  only  vested  in  the  company  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Act,  they  had  no  common  law  right  to  a  compensa- 
tion for  the  use  of  them ;  and  that  the  statut    did  not  give  them 
any  right  to  claim  wharfage  for  goods  shipped  off  from  their 
quays :  Lord  Tenterden,  C.  J.,  who  delivered  the  judgment  of 
the  Court,  saying:   "Two  points  were  made  on  behalf  of  the 
"  plaintiffs  in  this  case — first,  that  they,  as  owners  of  the  wharf, 
"were  at  common  law  entitled  to  remuneration  for  the  use  of 
the  wharf ;  and  secondly,  that  they  had  such  right  upon  the 
words  of  the  statute.     Our  opinion  is  against  them  on  both 
"  points.     On   the  first  we  think  that,   under  the   statute   in 
"  question,   the  plaintiffs  cannot  claim   anything  that  is  not 
"  expressly  given."8 

Tolls  for  The  class  of  tolls  now  to  be  treated  of,  as  well  as  those  payable 

iThthoSes      on  canal8>  which  it  is  proposed  to  consider  in  the  next  section, 

i  Vinke?uterns    v.    Ebden,     1     Lord  v.  Will*  (1  Mod.  47  ;  S.  C,  1  Vent.  71  ; 

Kaym.  384  ;  1  Salk.  238  ;  6  Mod.  359  ;  &  C,  1  Sid.  54,  nom.  Heshod  v.   WUU, 

Oarth.  357.  &  C.  2  Keb.  624,  665),  and  Colton  v. 

*  8  B.  &  C.  42  ;  32  R.  R.  837  ;  see,  too,  Smith  (1  Cowp.  47),  both  of  which  see 

Gunning,  p.  126.  ante,  note  5,  p.  558. 

3  Cf.  as  claims  for  wharfage,  Hiujntrt 
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are  levied  almost  entirely  by  the  authority  of  particular  statutes ;  docks  and 
and  all  the  decisions  in  both  cases  turn  almost  entirely  on  the  statutory 
construction  of  these  special  Acts.     It  will  be  therefore  convenient  tolls, 
to  notice  here  two  general  principles  which  seem  to  apply  in  all 
such  cases,  before  proceeding  to  consider  them  in  detail. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  firstly,  that  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  Exemption  of 
cannot  be  affected  except  by  express  legislative  enactment — a  fronton? 
rule  which  is  very  clearly  explained  by  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  in  The 
May or  of    Weymouth    v.   Nugent,1   with    express    reference    to 
tolls. 

The  other  principle  to  be  noted  may  be  best  stated  in  the  words  Meaning  of 
of  Lord  Brougham  in  Stockton  and  Darlington  Railway  v.  Barrett.2  ture  totax 
"  It  must  be  observed,"  said  his  Lordship,  "that,  in  dutrio,  you  tnesutyect 
"  are  always  to  lean  against  the  construction  which  imposes  a  clearly  ex- 
"  burthen  on  the  subject.     The  meaning  of  the  legislature  to  tax  a^^hen^ 
"  him  must  be  clear.     It  was  so  held  in  The  Hidl  Dock  Company  imposed. 
"  v.  Browne ,3  which  both  parties  in  this  case  relied  on,  though 
"  for  different  purposes ;    and   which   the   plaintiffs    in    error 
"  especially  cited  in  support  of  the  argument  for  them.     The  like 
"  law  was  laid  down  by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  in  the  case  of 
"  a  company  claiming  against  the  public.     Gildart  v.  Gladstone* 
"  and  other  cases  entirely  concur  in  the  same  reasonable  view. 
"  The  Court  there  said  in  effect,  Here  is  a  company  which  gets 
"  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  tax  the  subject;  it  is  incumbent  upon 
"  that  company  to  do  two  things  : — to  take  care  that  the  Act  of 
"  Parliament  is  made  clear  and  undoubtful,  especially  upon  those 
"  clauses  by  which  the  company  seeks  to  impose  a  burden  upon 
"  the  public ;  and  if  companies  do  not  choose  to  take  the  trouble 
"  to  do  that,  let  them  abide  by  the  consequences  ;  they  will  not 
"  be  able  to  levy  the  duty.     But  here  the  question  is  of  an 
"  exemption  or  restriction  of  the  duty  imposed.     The  Article  in 
"  question  restricts  the  duty  on  exported  coal  to  a  halfpenny, 
"  being  8Jd.  less  than  the  second  Article  allows,  making  it  one- 
"  eighth  part  only  of  the  tax :  therefore  we  are,  according  to  the 
"  books  cited,  to  lean  in  favour  of  the  construction,  where  it  is 

MIL.  T.,  N.  S.  672.     See  the  judg-  v.  Blythe,  1  B.  &  A.   509  ;    35   R.  R. 

ment  of  Cockburn,  C.  J; ;  and  cf.  as  to  358  ;  see  Woolrych,  p.  304  ;  Hamilton  v. 

vessels  employed  in  the  "service  of  the  Stvw,    5  B.  &  A.  649  ;  see  Woolrych, 

Crown,  Master  of  Trinity  House  Y.Clark,  p.  305 ;  Gunning,  p.  121. 

4  M.  &  S.  288  ;  see  Woolrych,  p.  304  ;  *  11  C.  &  F.  590  ;  8  Scott,  N.  R.  641. 

Vallego  v.  Wheeler,  Camp.  143  ;  and  iZ.  8  2  B.  fit  A.  43  ;  36  R.  R.  459. 

v.  Janes,  8  East,  451  ;  Trinity  Corpora-  4  11   East,    675  ;   12    East,    439  ;    2 

tioti  v.  Staples,  2  Ch.  Rep.  689 ;  Stnithett  Taunt.  97. 


576 


OF    TOLLS   AND   RATES. 


Lighthouses. 


Exemptions 
of  the  Crown 
and  its 
servants. 


"  doubtful,  which,  by  extending  the  limits  of  the  port,  enlarges 
"  the  bounds  of  the  exemption  from  the  special  taxation."  * 

We  will  now  note  a  few  of  the  decisions  on  Acts  relating  to 
lighthouses  and  harbours  and  docks. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  beaconage  and  lighthouse  duties- 
demanded  by  the  corporation  of  the  Trinity  House  are  authorized 
by  Parliament  by  reason  of  their  evident  utility,8  but  there  must 
be  some  benefit  accruing  to  the  vessels  chargeable  for  the  dues  so 
demanded.4 

Hence,  it  has  been  held  that  British  ships  in  passing  by  the 
Eddystone  and  other  lighthouses  in  the  Channel,  not  touching  at 
any  place  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  are  not  liable  to  pay  the 
lighthouse  duties  to  the  Trinity  House,5  and  where  a  harbour  Act* 
gave  the  trustees  a  duty  of  sixpence  per  ton  on  every  British  or 
foreign  ship  sailing  from,  to,  or  by  Bamsgate,  or  coming  into  the 
harbour  there,  the  Court  were  of  opinion  that  such  duty  was  not 
payable  by  a  vessel  passing  on  the  north-east  side  of  the  Goodwin 
Sands,  and  not  through  the  Downs  ;7  nor  by  a  foreign  ship  sailing 
from  a  place  in  Norway  for  Falmouth,  and  which,  in  the  course 
of  her  voyage,  sailed  four  leagues  south-east  of  the  Goodwin 
Sands,  and  did  not  put  into  the  Downs,  nor  sail  within  sight  of 
Bamsgate.8 

It  has  been  noted  above  that  the  Crown  is,  unless  expressly 
charged,  exempt  from  payment  of  tolls.  Thus,  the  exception  of  her 
Majesty's  ships  of  war  in  an  Act  empowering  the  promoters  of  a 
lighthouse  to  take  tolls  was  held  not  to  warrant  the  inference 
that  other  ships  belonging  to  the  Crown  were  chargeable.  The 
exception  might  be  ex  majori  canteld.9 

Where  the  owner  of  a  ship  chartered  it  to  the  commissioners 
of  transport  service  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  it  was  considered 
that  a  temporary  ownership  in  the  vessel  thereby  passed  to  the 


1  Cf .  as  to  this  principle,  Tindal,  C.  J., 
in  Barrett  v.  Stockton  and  Darlington 
Jfcn7MYiy,2Scott,N.R.337;2M.&G."l34, 
where,  in  addition  to  Oildart  v.  Glad- 
stone, 1 1  East.  675  ;  12  East  429;  2  Taunt. 
97  ;  Hull  Dock  Co.  v.  Browne,  2  B.  &  Ad. 
58  ;  36  R.  11.  459)  :  Leeds  and  Liverpool 
Canal  Co.  v.  Hustler,  1  B.  &  C.  424  ;  2  D. 
&  R.  556  ;  36  R.  R.  746,  748  ;  and  Britain 
v.  Crawford  Canal  Co.,  8  B.  &  Aid.  139  ; 
were  cited  in  support  of  it.  See,  too,  Canker 
v.  Holmes,  2  B.  &  Ad.  592  ;  36  R.  R.680. 

1  Profits  from  tolls  of  a  lighthouse  are 
real  estate  and  not  subject  to  probate  or 
legacy  duty  :  A.-G.  v.  Jones,  1  Mac.  &  G. 


574  ;  see  remarks  of  Cotton,  L.  J.,  in  In 
re  Christmas,  33  Gh.  D.  332,  at  p.  342. 

8  Trinity  House  v.  Sorsbie,  3  T.  R. 
768,  note  (a). 

4  Ibid.  ;  Matson  v.  Scobell,  4  Burr. 
2258 ;  Poole  or  Pole  v.  Johnson,  2  Sir  W. 
Bl.  764. 

*  Trinity  House  y.  Sorsbie,  3  T.  B. 
768  ;  see  Woolrych,  p.  304. 

8  22  Geo.  II.  c.  40. 

7  Matson  v.  Scobell,  4  Burr.  2258. 

8  Poole  or  Pole  v.  Johnson,  2  Sir  W. 
BL  764. 

•  Smithett  v.  Blvthe,  1  B.  &  A.  509  ; 
35  R.  R.  358. 
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Crown,  and  that  he  consequently,  during  the  voyages  made  in 
the  course  of  such  employment,  was  not  considered  as  owner 
within  the  charters  granted  to  the  Trinity  House  which  imposed 
lighthouse  duties  and  duties  for  buoyage  and  beaconage  on  the 
v  owners  or  masters  of  ships.1  Similarly  a  vessel  hired  by  the 
Postmaster-General  to  carry  the  mails  and  government  despatches 
to  and  from  Dover  to  Calais,  &c,  the  master  of  which  was 
permitted  to  carry  passengers  and  their  luggage,  and  bullion  upon 
freight,  was  held  to  be  a  vessel  within  the  exception  of  an  Act 
imposing  a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels  coming  into  the  harbour  of 
Dover,  but  which  contained  an  exception  in  favour  of  all  vessels 
employed  on  her  Majesty's  service:2  Abbott,  C.  J.,  said,8  "  The 
"  statute  contains  two  exemptions, — 1st,  all  vessels  belonging  to 
"  his  Majesty ;  and,  2nd,  all  vessels  employed  in  his  service  ;  the 
"  case  of  Rex  v.  Jones*  is  a  good  authority  to  show  that  the  vessel 
"  in  this  case  belonged  to  the  captain  and  not  to  the  king;  but 
"  it  does  not  apply  to  the  latter  branch  of  exemption.  It  is 
"  impossible  to  say  that  this  vessel  was  not  employed  in  his 
"  Majesty's  service  when  it  came  into  Dover.  The  captain  is 
"  appointed  by  the  Postmaster-General.  The  appointment  of 
"  the  captain  states  the  vessel  to  be  employed  in  his  Majesty's 
"  service,  and  he  is  directed  to  obey  such  orders  as  he  shall  from 
"  time  to  time  receive  from  the  agents  of  the  government.  This 
"  latter  stipulation  is  quite  inconsistent  with  the  right  of  employ- 
"  ment  being  in  the  captain.  Whatever  is  taken  on  board  the 
"  vessel  besides  the  mails  and  despatches  is  by  the  express 
"  permission  of  government.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  this 
"  vessel  was  at  the  time  of  committing  the  trespass  in  the  service 
"  of  his  Majesty." 

All  the  cases  regarding  the  rights  and  duties  of  harbour  piers  and 
trustees  will  be  found  to  depend,  like  the  above,  on  the  construe-  h»rb<>urs, 
tion  of  particular  statutes. 

Where  an  Act  for  keeping  in  repair  a  harbour  imposed  certain 
duties  on  goods  exported  and  imported,  and  under  the  head 
"  metals,"  certain  specified  duties  were  imposed  on  copper,  brass, 
pewter,  and  tin,  and  on  all  other  metals  not  enumerated  in  the 

1  Master   of  Vie    Trinity  House    v.  p.  121. 

Clark,  4  M.  &  S.  288  ;  ct    VaUego  v.  s  Smithett  v.  Blytlie,  1  B.  &  Adol.  509  ; 

Wheeler,  Cowp.  143  ;   B.  v.    Jones,    8  36  R.  R.  358. 

East,  451  ;  9  K.  R.  368  ;  Trinity  House  4  8  East,  451  ;  9  R.  R.  368  ;  cited  for 

v.  Staples,  2  Chit.  689.  the  defendant,  the  harbour-master  of 

*  Hamilton  v.  Stow,  5  B.  &  A.  649  ;  Dover, 
see,  too,  Woolrych,  p.  305  ;  Gunning, 

l.w.  37 
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schedule  of  the  Act,  for  every  10/.  value  lOd. ;  it  was  held,  that 
the  latter  words  did  not  include  gold  and  silver  ;  and,  therefore, 
that  the  commissioners  were  not  entitled  to  demand  for  specie  or 
bullion  lOrf.  for  every  10f.  value.1 

In  the  case  of  Jones  v.  Phillips  and  others,2  certain  harbour 
commissioners  under  a  local  Act  of  Parliament  *  were  authorized 
to  charge  a  sum  not  "  exceeding  Id.  for  every  ton  or  less  quantity 
"  than  a  ton,  and  for  every  package  and  parcel  of  goods,  wares, 
"  merchandise,  &c.  exported  or  imported  over  the  bars  of  certain 
"  rivers ;  "  and  the  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  was 
whether  the  commissioners  could  legally  claim  Id.  per  box, 
harbour  dues  on  certain  exported  boxes  of  tin  plates,  which 
formed  part  of  and  composed  one  entire  shipment  in  one  vessel, 
to  the  same  consignee,  at  a  uniform  rate  of  freight  on  the  quantity 
of  tons  weight ;  or  whether  the  sum  was  to  be  charged  for  at  the 
rate  of  Id.  per  ton: — Held,  that  they  were  entitled  to  charge 
the  former  rate,  and  were  not  bound  to  charge  Id.  per  ton  weight. 

The  words  "  shipped  for  exportation "  are  not  necessarily 
restricted  to  an  exportation  to  foreign  countries,  but  may  mean 
exportation  in  its  widest  sense ;  that  is,  a  carrying  out  of  a  port.4 

A  Railway  Act  empowered  the  proprietors  to  levy  on  all  coals 
carried  along  any  part  of  their  line,  such  sum  as  they  should 
direct,  "  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  4d.  per  ton  per  mile."  It 
then  went  on  thus  :  "  And  for  all  coal  which  shall  be  shipped  on 
"board  of  any  vessel,  &c.  in  the  port  of  Stockton-upon-Tees 
"  aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  of  exportation,  such  sum  as  the  said 
"  proprietors  shall  appoint,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  %d.  per 
"ton  per  mile."  Held,  that  with  respect  to  coals  shipped  for 
exportation,  this  was  not  a  cumulative  but  a  substituted  toll. 

Held,  also,  that  the  words  "  the  port  of  Stockton-upon-Tees 
"  aforesaid  "  meant  the  whole  port  of  that  name,  and  was  not 
restricted  to  the  port  of  the  town  of  Stockton-upon-Tees ;  and 
that  there  was  not  such  an  ambiguity  in  the  enacting  part  of  the 
Act  as  to  compel  a  reference  to  the  preamble  of  it ;  and  that  the 


1  Cosher  v.  Holmes,  2  B.  &  A.  592  ; 
36  R.  R.  680. 

*  7  Exch.  85  ;  21  L.  J.,  Exch.  7. 

8  55  Geo.  III.  c.  clxxxiii. 

4  Stockttm  and  Darlington  'Railway  v. 
Barrett,  11  C.  &  F.  590  ;  8  Scott,  N.  R. 
641 ;  and  cf.  on  this  point  the  remarks 
of  Tindal,  C.  JM  in  Barrett  v.  Stockton 
and  Darlington  Railway  (2  Scott,  N.  R. 
337 ;  2  M.  &  G.  134),  who  there  com- 


ments on  Gildart  v.  Gladstone  (1  East, 
685),  per  Lord  Ellenborough  ;  Kingston- 
on- Hull  Dock  Co.  v.  Browne  {2  B.&Ad. 
58  ;  36  R.  R.  459),  per  Lord  Tenterden  ; 
Bay  ley,  J.,  in  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal 
v.  Hustler  (1  B.  &  C.  424 ;  2  D.  &  R. 
556  ;  36  R.  R.  746,  748) ;  and  Holroyd, 
J.,  in  Britain  v.  Cromford  Canal  (3  B. 
&  Aid.  139). 
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word  "  aforesaid  "  did  not  limit  the  expression  to  the  port  of 
the  town  as  described  in  that  preamble. 

Another  Act,  passed  on  the  same  subject,  after  reciting  the 
former  Act,  and  also  reciting  that  the  proprietors  had  been  at 
great  expense  in  forming  inclined  planes  on  the  line  of  railway, 
authorized  them  to  demand  "  for  all  articles,  &c.  for  which  a 
"  tonnage  is  hereinbefore  directed  to  be  paid,  which  shall  pass 
"  any  inclined  plane  upon  the  said  railway,  such  sum  as  the  said 
"  proprietors  shall  appoint,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  1«.  per 
"  ton :  " — Held,  that  this  was  a  cumulative  charge. 

It  was  recited  by  stat.  48  Geo.  III.  c.  civ.  that  the  harbour  of 
Berwick-upon-Tweed1  had  gone  to  decay  for  want  of  funds,  and 
that  it  was  expedient  that  the  duties  on  goods  should  be  fixed, 
and  vested  in  commissioners,  to  be  by  them  applied  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Act,  and  commissioners  were  appointed  for  carrying 
the  Act  into  execution,  and  empowered  to  rebuild  the  pier  of  the 
harbour,  to  deepen  the  harbour,  to  remove  obstacles,  to  set  up 
within  the  harbour  jetties,  posts,  &c.  for  carrying  on  the  naviga- 
tion, and  rendering  the  harbour  more  commodious,  and  for  other 
works  and  conveniences,  as  they  should  think  fit ;  and  to  make 
and  repair  quays,  wharves,  and  docks,  for  the  better  accommoda- 
tion of  shipping.  Duties,  to  be  paid  to  the  commissioners,  were 
imposed,  according  to  a  schedule,  on  goods  "imported  into  or 
"exported  from  the  said  harbour.1'  It  was  enacted  that  the  said 
harbour  should  be  deemed  to  extend  down  the  Tweed  and  its 
shores,  from  the  bridge  over  the  Tweed  to  the  sea.  A  vessel 
brought  goods  from  the  sea  into  the  harbour,  made  some  use 
of  the  posts  erected  therein  by  the  commissioners,  and  passed, 
without  otherwise  using  the  harbour,  under  the  bridge,  up 
the  river,  and  landed  the  goods  at  a  point  above  the  bridge 
within  the  flow  of  the  tide,  where  there  was  no  harbour : — Held 
(on  a  special  case,  which  empowered  the  Court  to  draw  inferences 
of  fact),  that  the  goods  were  not  imported  into  the  harbour,  and 
therefore  not  liable  to  duty,  although  the  schedule  of  duties  spoke 
of  "goods  imported  and  shifted  to  another  vessel  for  exportation 
"and  not  landed." 2 

In  Iiibble  Navigation  Company  v.  Hargreaves*  which  was  an 
action  brought  to  recover  from  the  defendant  the  amount  of 

i   Wihim  v.   llobertson,  4  *E1.  &  Bl.      4  El.  &  BL  p.  931. 
923  ;  1  Jur.,  N.  S.  755.        &±H  s  17  0.  B.  385  ;  25  L.  J.,  C.  P.  97. 

*  See  remarks  of  Lord  Campbell,  C.  J., 
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certain  tolls  imposed  by  the  71st  section  of  the  Bibble  Navigation 
Act,1  in  respect  of  goods  "  carried  or  conveyed  in  or  upon  the 
"  river  Bibble, "  for  every  time  of  passing  "  the  Kibble  Sea  Line  " 
and  "  the  Bibble  Inner  Line  "  respectively.  The  point  raised 
was  the  meaning  of  the  terms  "  owner/'  "  shipper  "  as  governed 
by  sects.  3,  42  and  45  of  The  Harbours,  Docks  and  Piers  Clauses 
Act,  1847  (10  &  11  Vict.  c.  27),  which  is  incorporated  with  the 
special  Act,  and  it  was  held,  that  one  who  delivers  goods  on 
board  a  vessel  provided  by  the  purchaser  is  not  the  "  owner  "  or 
the  "  shipper  "  within  the  statutes,  so  as  to  be  liable  to  an  action 
for  the  tolls  imposed  by  the  71st  section  of  the  special  Act. 

Where2  the  defendants  were  empowered  by  a  local  Act  to  levy 

tolls  on  all  goods  landed  within  their  harbour,  and  in  pursuance 

of  a  practice  which  had  continued  for  many  years,  stones  brought 

along  the  coast  into  the  harbour  were  shot  from  the  plaintiff's 

boat  on  to  the  shore,  below  high  water  mark,  and  remained  on 

the  spot  where  they  were  deposited  till  they  were  shipped  for 

exportation  from  the  harbour : — It  was  held  that  the  stones  were 

not  landed  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 

Dock  dues  Dock  dues  are  payments  made  to  the  owners  of  docks  by  the 

entirely  on       owners  of  ships  using  the  docks  in  proportion  to  the  tonnage*  of 

Act  of  Parlia-  the  ship,  and  by  owners  of  goods,  viz.,  by  shippers  when  they  are 

the  dock.         entered  at  the  customs-house.* 

Mr.  Gunning,  in  his  work  on  Tolls*  points  out  that  the  right 
to  dock  dues  depends  in  every  case  upon  the  particular  Act  of 
Parliament  under  which  the  docks  are  erected,  and  is  quite  dis- 
tinct from  the  question  of  ports  and  port  dues,  and  that  the 
property  in  a  port  and  that  in  the  docks  situated  within  the  town 
which  is  the  head  of  the  port,  is  frequently  in  different  persons, 
and  he  cites  Liverpool  and  London  as  instances. 

The  powers  and  rights  of  owners  of  docks  are  usually  expressed 
in  the  Act  of  Parliament  under  which  they  are  erected,  and  when 
that  is  the  case  they  cannot  be  exceeded.5  Where  the  Act  is 
silent  on  this  point  the  public  have  a  right  to  enjoy  the  privilege 
of  using  the  docks  upon  "  reasonable  terms,"  and  the  owner 
cannot  impose  what  tolls  or  duties  he  pleases  on  them.6 

1  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  clxx.  v.  Mersey  Docks,  26  L.  T.  425  ;  20  W.  R. 

*  Harvey  v.  Mayor  and  Corporation  700. 

of  Lyme  Regis,  L.  R.,  4  Exch.  260  ;  38  4  Renton's  Encyclopaedia  of  the  Laws 

L.  J.,  Ex.  141  ;  see  remarks  of  B  ram  well,  of  England,  327. 

B.,  as  to  the  term  "  landed."  *  Page  129. 

5  As  to  right  to  recover  excess  rates  *  Allnutt  v.  Inglis,  12  East,  527  ;  11 

paid  under  invalid  regulations,  see  Moss  R.  R.  482. 
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The  question  as  to  the  reasonableness  of  a  particular  toll  is  for  The  reason- 
the  Court  and  not  for  the  jury  to  decide.1    The  jury  are  to  give  toUis^  the 
their  verdict  according  to  the  invariable  and  reasonable  custom,  Court  and  not 

the  mi*v  to 

the  judge  alone  can  decide  whether  such  tolls  are  reasonable  decide, 
or  not.2 

The  term  "  port "  is  used  in  its  popular  sense  when  the  limits  Meaning  of 
of  a  place  liable  to  the  burden  of  dock  duties  requires  a  legal  term ' port' 
construction.3  Thus  Goole,  which  is  without  the  port  of  Hull, 
was  held  not  liable  to  such  duties,  although  Goole  and  Hull 
might  be  considered  as  a  district  for  the  purposes  of  revenue. 
But  a  vessel  proceeding  with  a  cargo  taken  in  at  Goole  to  Hull 
is  liable  for  tonnage.4 

Dock  duties,  when  assigned  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  Assignment 
are  not  mere  chattels  but  charges  upon  the  docks ;  and  it  was        °°     ueB" 
accordingly  held  that  an  auctioneer  could  not  be  called  upon  to 
pay  the  duty  upon  them  when  viewed  in  any  other  light  than  as 
interests  in  land.5 

It  would  be  out  of  place  here  to  enumerate  all  the  various 
decisions  on  special  Acts  relating  to  docks.  We  shall,  therefore, 
merely  select  from  the  cases  on  the  West  India  Dock  Acts  and 
the  Liverpool  Dock  Acts  such  as  seem  to  embody  important 
principles. 

The  case  of  Allnutt  v.  Inglis  has  already  been  alluded  to6  as  London 
turning  on  point8  relating  to  wharfage  payable  to  the  London  JJj^ 
Dock  Company  ;7  Harden  v.  Smith  and  Shrosdcr  v.  Smith*  were  to  dues, 
important  cases  with  regard  to  the  West  India  Dock  Acts. 

These  were  actions  for  money  had  and  received,  money  paid, 
&c,  which  were  brought  against  the  defendant  as  treasurer  of 


1  2  Inst.  222  ;  Vinkensterne  v.  Ehden, 
1  Lord  Raym.  384  ;  1  Salk.  248  ;  5 
Mod.  366 ;  Carth.  357 :  Corporation  of 
Stamford  v.  Paulet,  \  C.  &  J.  57  ; 
35  R.  R.  675  ;  8.  C.  in  error,  1  C.  &  J. 
400. 

*  Lowden  v.  Hierons,  Holt,  N.  P.  C. 
647  ;  2  B.  Moo.  102  ;  2  Inst.  222  ;  19 
R.  R.  542  ;  Wright  v.  Brewster,  K.  B., 
November,  1832  ;  38  R.  R.  232. 

3  Kingstxin-upon-Hnll  Dock  Co,  v. 
Browne,  2  B.  &  A.  43  :  36  R.  R.  459  ; 
see  Woolrych,  p.  318  :  and  Gunning, 
p.  112,  note  2. 

*  Hull  Dock  Co.  v.  Priestley,  S.  C,  1 
Nev.  &  M.  85 :  see  Woolrych,  note  (<?), 
p.  318,  and  ante,  p.  50.  As  to  the  mean- 
ing of  i4  town  dues "  under  23  &  24 
Vict.    c.    125,    see    Mersey    Docks    v. 


Hunter,  Craig  $  Co.,  80  L.  T.  96 ;  8 
Asp.,  M.  C.  489 ;  as  to  when  harbour 
dues  are  an  interest  in  land  within  the 
Mortmain  Act,  9  Geo.  II.  c.  36,  see 
In  re  Christina*,  33  Ch.  D.  332;  In  re 
David,  43  Ch.  D.  27  :  Ion  v.  Ashton,  28 
Beav.  879. 

5  Bex  v.  mnstttnley,  8  Price,  180 ; 
22  R.  R.  743. 

6  12  East,  527;  11  R.  R.  482;  see 
ante,  p.  572. 

7  As  to  the  meaning  of  "  grain  " 
under  the  Port  of  London  Act,  1872, 
s.  4,  see  Cotton  v.  Voyren  &  Co,,  (1896) 
App.  Cas.  457  :  65  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  686  ;  76 
L.  T.  598— H.  L.  (E.)  ;  see  also  Scott  v. 
Tylor,  48  J.  P.  426. 

9  8  East,  16. 
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the  West  India  Dock  Company l  to  recover  back  certain  sums 
which  had  been  paid  by  the  plaintiff  (who  had  purchased  certain 
hogsheads  of  sugar  before  then  imported  from  the  West  Indies 
into  the  port  of  London,  which  had  continued  all  the  time  in 
the  company's  warehouses,  and  for  which  all  the  importation 
rates  and.  duties  had  been  satisfied),  to  the  officers  of  the 
company  for  wharfage,  and  for  shipping  into  lighters  sent  into 
the  docks  by  the  plaintiffs  for  that  purpose,  the  same  hogsheads 
of  sugar,  part  for  home  consumption,  part  for  exportation.  The 
company,  on  the  one  hand,  contended,  that  they  were  only 
bound,  in  consideration  of  the  rates  and  duties  received  upon 
importation  of  the  goods,  to  deliver  the  same  free  of  further 
charge  from  their  warehouses  by  inland  carriage  ;  the  plaintiffs, 
on  the  other  hand,  maintained,  that  they  had  a  right,  for 
the  same  compensation,  to  receive  the  goods  from  the  ware- 
houses across  the  quays,  and  by  means  of  the  cranes  thereon 
into  their  lighters  and  so  remove  them  by  water  carriage,  as 
well  as  to  receive  and  remove  them  immediately  from  the 
company's  warehouses  by  land  carriage.  The  West  India 
Dock  Company  is  incorporated  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
sect.  137  of  89  Geo.  III.  c.  69,  gives  the  company  certain 
rates  and  duties  for  all  goods  imported  from  the  West  Indies 
which  shall  be  landed,  &c.  from  on  board  any  ship  entering 
into  and  using  the  dock;  which  rates  are  directed  to  be 
"  accepted  for  the  use  of  the  docks  and  the  quays,  wharves  and 
"  cranes  and  other  machines  belonging  thereto,  and  the  land 
"  waiter's  fees  on  account  of  such  goods,  after  being  unshipped, 
"  and  all  charges  and  expenses  of  wharfage,  landing,  housing, 
"  and  weighing  such  goods,  and  of  such  cooperage  as  the  same 
"  may  want  after  being  unshipped,  and  all  rent  for  warehouse 
"  room  for  twelve  weeks,  and  all  charges  of  delivering  the  same 
"from  the  said  warehouses.'1  The  Court  held  that  the  latter 
words  include  a  delivery  of  the  goods  into  lighters  in  the  dock, 
as  well  as  any  immediate  delivery  from  the  warehouses  into  land 
carriages  placed  under  the  cranes  of  the  warehouses,  although 
for  the  purposes  of  such  delivery  into  lighters  it  be  necessary 
to  put  the  goods  upon  trucks  in  order  to  carry  them  across  the 
quay,  and  afterwards  crane  them  into  the  lighters.  But  it  seems 
that  if  the  owner  require  any  work  to  be  done  upon  the  goods 

1  Cf.  Blackett  v.  Smith 1 11  East,  533,      porterage  against  the  same  party.    And 
which  was  an  action  for  wharfage  and      see  Wcolrych,  p.  817. 
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ultra  the  mere  transitu*  of  them  from  the  warehouse  to  the 
lighters,  the  company  are  entitled  to  an  extra  compensation, 
to  be  settled  by  convention  between  the  parties,  as  in  other 
cases  out  of  the  Act. 

Blackett  v.  Smith1  was  a  decision  on  another  part  of  the  same 
section  of  this  statute,8  in  which  it  was  held,  that  the  owner  of  a 
homeward-bound  ship  entering  the  West  India  Docks  in  so  leaky 
a  condition  as  to  require  immediate  unloading  and  assistance, 
without  waiting  her  turn  to  be  unquayed  and  unloaded  in  rota- 
tion in  the  manner  required  by  89  Geo.  III.  c.  69,  is  bound  to 
bear  the  extra  expenses  of  labourers  for  pumping  the  ship  after 
the  crew  are  discharged,  and  for  delivering  the  cargo  into 
lighters  in  the  outward  dock  or  basin ;  also  for  coopering  previous 
to  such  delivery  into  lighters;  the  company  having  afterwards 
unladen  the  cargo  out  of  such  lighters  upon  the  quays,  in  the 
import  dock  and  performed  the  requisite  coopering,  &c.  upon 
such  unloading,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  would  have  done 
if  the  cargo  had  been  delivered  out  of  the  ship  itself  in  its  proper 
time  and  place.  Lord  Ellenborough,  C.  J.,  in  delivering  judg- 
ment, remarked :  "  The  law  requires  ships  of  this  description 
"  to  go  into  the  docks ;  and  if  they  be  in  such  a  state  when  they 
"  arrive  there  that  they  cannot  wait  for  their  proper  turn  to 
"  unload,  they  must  discharge  their  cargo  at  once,  and  if  any 
"  inconvenience  or  loss  ensue  to  the  owners  from  not  being  able 
"  to  do  this  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Acts,  it  must  be 
"  attributed  partly  to  regulations  of  the  Acts  and  partly  to  the 
"  leaky  condition  of  the  ship  itself.  It  is  a  grievance,  however, 
"  which  the  Acts  throw  upon  the  owners,  and  not  upon  the 
"  company.  This  is  one  of  the  fairest  cases  of  defence  for  the 
"  company  which  has  come  before  us  upon  the  construction  of 
"  these  Acts.  The  rate  of  6*.  Sd.  per  ton  for  ships  required 
"  to  be  paid  by  the  owners  to  the  company  for  the  charges  and 
"  expenses  of  navigating,  unmooring,  removing,  and  manage- 
"  ment  of  such  ships  in  the  docks,  and  for  the  unloading  their 
"  cargoes,  &c.  must  be  intended  of  the  ordinary  charges  and 
"  expenses  of  navigating,  &c.  for  such  ships  as  are  in  a  reason- 
"  ably  navigable,  moorable,  unmoorable,  removable,  and  manage- 
"  able  condition,  and  capable  of  complying  with  the  requisitions 
"  of  the  Acts ;  and  it  could  never  have  been  intended  by  the 
"  legislature  that  the  company  should  be  obliged,  in  consideration 

1  12  East,  518  ;  see  Gunning,  p.  133.  -'  39  Geo.  III.  c.  69. 
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"  of  that  rate,  to  take  upon  themselves  all  the  extra  expenses 
"  which  ships,  in  the  state  of  infirmity  in  which  this  ship 
"  presented  itself  to  them,  might  require  to  enable  her  to 
"  discharge  her  cargo." 

The  case  of  Gildart  v.  Gladstone,1  which  turned  on  the  con- 
struction of  certain  statutes  incorporating  and  regulating  the 
Liverpool  Docks,  is  one  of  importance,  in  which  the  question 
as  to  what  constitutes  the  same  voyage  out  and  home  was 
discussed. 

By  the  Liverpool  Dock  Acts  of  8  Anne  and  2  Geo.  III.,  certain 
tonnage  duties  are  payable  to  the  dock  company  on  all  vessels 
sailing  with  cargoes  outwards  or  inwards,  so  as  no  ship  shall 
be  liable  to  pay  more  than  once  for  the  same  voyage  out  and  home, 
if  there  be  either  an  outward  or  an  inward  cargo  on  such  voyage ; 
but  without  making  any  advance  if  there  should  be  both.  Thus, 
a  Liverpool  ship  carrying  a  cargo  out  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
bringing  another  home  to  Liverpool,  is  only  liable  to  pay  one 
duty,  viz. — the  duty  outwards ;  and  a  foreign  ship  bringing  a 
cargo  to  Liverpool,  and  carrying  another  out,  is  only  liable  to 
pay  the  duty  inwards.  But  where  a  ship  was  built  in  another 
port,  for  an  owner  residing  at  Liverpool,  where  she  was  registered, 
and  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  without  first  coming  to  Liverpool, 
but  brought  her  return  cargo  there  as  to  her  home ;  this  was 
held  to  be  one  entire  and  distinct  voyage  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Acts,  for  which  the  duty  inwards  was  payable,  and  did  not 
privilege  the  ship  from  payment  of  the  duties  again,  when  next 
she  sailed  with  another  cargo  upon  her  outward  voyage  to  the 
West  Indies ,  though,  in  fact,  she  only  used  the  dock  inwards 
on  her  first  voyage ;  for  the  privilege  of  using  the  docks  with 
an  outward  and  inward  cargo  upon  one  payment  of  duty  is 
confined  to  the  same  voyage  out  and  home.2 

The  same  point  was  raised  in  another  action  in  which  the 
same  parties  were  concerned,3  where  it  was  held  that  a 
voyage  out  from  Liverpool  with  a  cargo  to  Halifax  in  North 
America,  where  the  ship  delivered  it,  and  took  in  another  cargo 
there  for  Demerara  in  South  America,  and  after  delivering 
that  returned  to  Liverpool   with  a  cargo  from  Demerara,  was 

1  In  error,   11    East,  675;   see,  too,  brought  "from  ports  beyond  the  seas" 
Gunning,  p.  135  ;  1 2  East,  439  ;  2  Taunt.  and  not  **  coastwise : "  Battersby  y.  Kirk, 
97  ;  and  cf.  Lord  Brougham's  remarks  5  L.  J.,  C.  P.  166 ;  2  Bing.,  N.  C.  584. 
in  Stockton   and    .Darlington    Rly.  v.  3  Gildart 't.  Gladstone  and  Gladstone, 
Barrett,  11  C.  &  F.  590 :  ante,  p.  575.  2  Taunt.  97  ;  S.   C,  in  error,  12  East, 

2  Irish  linens  imported  to  Bristol  are  439. 
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all  the  same  voyage  out  and  home  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Liverpool  Dock  Acts  (8  Anne  and  2  Oeo.  III.),  and  chargeable 
only  with  one  tonnage  rate  for  the  use  of  the  docks.1 

Where,  however,  an  Act  provided  that  vessels  trading  inwards 
to  the  port  of  Liverpool  should  pay  dock  rates  according  to  a 
fixed  scale  proportioned  to  the  distance  of  the  port  from  which 
they  were'  trading,  and  that  vessels  arriving  in  ballast,  but 
trading  outwards,  should  pay  in  proportion  to  the  distance  of 
the  port  to  which  they  were  trading ;  it  was  held  that  a  vessel 
that  had  discharged  her  cargo  at  a  port  in  England,  and  taken 
on  board  ballast  prior  to  sailing  to  Liverpool  for  the  purpose  of 
loading  a  cargo  for  the  West  Indies,  and  which  took  on  board  a 
bale  of  cotton  and  a  few  other  articles,  admittedly  in  order  that 
she  might  pay  dock  rates  as  a  vessel  trading  inwards  from  the 
port  where  she  took  on  board  such  articles,  and  not  as  a  vessel 
arriving  in  ballast,  was  a  vessel  arriving  in  ballast  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Acts.2 

The  Southampton  Dock  Company  are  empowered  by  their  Southampton 
Act,  6  Will.  IV.  c.  xxix.  s.  149,  to  charge  for  the  landing  of  ^  a'  7' 
goods  in  their  docks  the  several  sums  mentioned  in  the  schedule 
thereto  annexed,  and  for  articles  not  therein  particularized  such 
sums  as  shall  be  equal  to  the  sums  affixed  on  goods,  &c,  "  of 
"  a  similar  nature,  package,  value,  and  quality  "  in  the  schedule. 
All  the  charges  mentioned  in  the  schedule  were  of  small  fixed 
sums — none  being  ad  valorem  except  the  charge  for  "  sculptured 
"  marble :  " — Held,  that  the  company  were  not  entitled  to  make 
an  ad  valorem  charge  for  the  landing  of  goods  not  enumerated, 
or  at  all  approaching  in  "nature,  value,  and  quality"  to  those 
enumerated  in  the  schedule.3 

By  a  local  Act,4  a  toll  or  tax  of  Jd.  per  chaldron  is  imposed  Tyne  KeOmen 
upon  the  owners  or  lessees  of  "  any  collieries  or  coal  mines  near  v' 
"  the  river  Tyne,"  for  every  chaldron  of  coals  sold  or  delivered 
by  them  to  be  exported  from  or  out  of  the  said  river,  and  which 
shall  be  so  exported ;  such  toll "  to  be  collected  or  received  at  the 
"  offices  or  places  respectively  where  the  contracts  for  the  sale 
"  or  delivery  of  such  coals  are  usually  made,"  in  aid  of  the  Tyne 

1  Ibid.  ;  cf.  on  this  point,  Truster*  of  s  De  Oartrig  v.   Mersey  Docks  and 

Literpool     Docks    v.     Gladstone    and  Harbour  Hoard,  37  L.  T.,  N.  S.  411 — 

another,  5  M.  &  S.  328  ;  see  Gunning,  C.  P.  D. 

p.  137  :    and  Kingston-upon-Hull  Dock  a  Southampton  Dock  Co.  v.  Hill,  14 

Co.  v.  Huntingdon,  2  Chit.  Rep.  597  ;  C.  B.  243;  11  W.  R.  646. 

see  Woolrych,  p.  315.  *  1  Geo.  IV.  c.  liii. 
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Keelmen's  Charitable  Fund,  created  by  28  Geo.  III.  c.  59.  Since 
the  formation  of  railways  and  docks,  the  services  of  the  keelmen 
in  the  shipment  of  coals  on  the  Tyne  have  become  unnecessary, 
the  coals  being  brought  down  to  the  wharf  or  quay  by  railways 
and  shipped  direct : — Held,  that  coals  shipped  on  the  Tyne  from 
collieries  "  near  "  to  the  river  were  still  liable  to  the  payment ; 
and  that  a  colliery  situate  ten  miles  from  the  Tyne  is  "  near  the 
"  said  river  Tyne  "  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  Held,  also, 
that  coals  brought  for  shipment  to  the  Tyne  by  a  public  railway 
from  collieries  which,  before  the  formation  of  railways,  had 
always  shipped  their  coals  on  the  river  Wear,  to  which  they 
had  been  conveyed  by  private  tramways  from  the  collieries,  were 
equally  liable  to  the  keelmen's  dues.1 
Dremr  t.  The  Commercial  Dock  Company  was  created  by  50  Geo.  III. 

atanq  '  c.  207  (local  and  personal  declared  public).  51  Geo.  III.  c.  66 
(local  and  personal  declared  public),  empowered  them  to  dis- 
train and  sell  ships  for  non-payment  of  rates  and  charges  due 
for  dockage  of  ships,  receiving,  warehousing,  and  storing  goods ; 
and  if  any  consignor  or  consignee  of  any  goods  or  merchandise 
neglects  or  refuses  to  pay  rates  or  charges,  the  company  may 
detain  goods,  &c.  until  paid,  and,  if  removed  before  payment, 
may  distrain  any  goods  of  the  owner,  consignor,  or  consignee, 
and  detain  and  sell  same,  or  may  prosecute  actions  for  those 
duties.  10  &  11  Vict.  c.  27,  *.  45,  contains  similar  provisions, 
which  by  14  d-  15  Vict.  c.  xliii.  are  extended  to  the  Commercial 
Dock  Company.  The  plaintiff  having  purchased  from  the  owners 
some  timber  stored  at  the  Commercial  Docks,  and  which  was 
entered  in  the  books  of  the  company  in  the  name  of  a  broker,  the 
company  refused  to  transfer  the  timber  into  the  name  of  the 
plaintiff,  on  the  ground  that  the  broker  was  indebted  to  them 
for  rent  and  charges  in  respect  of  other  goods  standing  in  his 
name  in  the  books  of  the  company,  although  the  plaintiff  ten- 
dered to  them  the  specific  rent  and  charges  due  in  respect  of  the 
goods  purchased  by  him : — Held,  1st,  That  the  above  statutes 
conferred  on  the  company  no  right  to  do  so  ;  2nd,  That  the  com- 
pany could  not  rely  on  any  general  lien  to  that  extent  by  the 
common  law,  supposing  that  such  existed,  as  the  statutes  must 
be  taken  to  displace  such  right.2 

1  Society  of  Guardian*  of  Keelmen  of      Tyne  v.  Elliott,  16  C.  B.,  N.  S.  622. 
the  Tyne  v.  Danimn,  16  C.  B.,  N.  S.  612  ;  *  Dresser  v.  Bosanquet,  4  B.  &  S.  460 ; 

Society  of  Guardians  of  Keelmen  of  the      34  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  374. 
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"  Those  who  seek  to  impose  a  burthen  upon  the  public  should 
"  take  care  that  their  claim  rests  upon  plain  and  unambiguous 
"  language,"  said  Bayley,  J.,  in  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  v. 
Hustler.1  This  principle,  which  has  been  confirmed  by  several 
important  decisions,2  applies  very  fully  to  canal  tolls ;  for  where 
a  canal  is  made  by  Act  of  Parliament,  the  right  to  take  tolls 
is  derived  entirely  from  the  Act,  and  is  to  be  considered  as  a 
bargain  between  the  owner  and  the  public ;  and  where  there  is 
any  ambiguity,  it  must  be  construed  against  the  canal  proprietors, 
who  can  claim  nothing  which  is  not  given  them  by  the  Act.3 

There  appears  to  be  no  obligation  on  a  company,  however,  to 
impose  an  equal  toll  on  all  persons,  provided  they  keep  within 
the  amount  appointed  by  their  Acts,4  though  on  grounds  of 
public  policy  such  an  equality  may  be  desirable  for  the  public, 
who  have  an  interest  that  the  canal  should  be  kept  up,  and  the 
tolls  consequently  to  be  kept  as  equal  as  possible.5  The  legality 
of  canal  tolls  is  now,  however,  regulated  by  51  d-  52  Vict. 
c.  25/ 


Tolls  on 
canals. 


Right  to  de- 
rived entirely 
from  the  Act 
of  Parliament 
creating. 


No  obliga- 
tion on  com- 
panies to 
impose  equal 
tolls. 


1  1  B.  &  C.  424  ;  2  D.  &  R.  556  ;  36 
R.  R.  746,  748. 

*  Britain  v.  Cromford  Canal,  8  B.  & 
Aid.  140;  Hull  Dock  Co.  v.  Browne,  2 
B.  &  Ad.  58  ;  36  R.  R.  459  ;  Gildart  v. 
Gladstone,  11  East,  675;  Barrett  v. 
Stockton  and  Darlington  Illy.,  2  Scott, 
N.  R.  337  ;  2  M.  &  G.  134  ;  Stockton 
and  Darlington  lUy.  v.  Barrett,  11  C.  & 
F.  590;  8  Scott,  N.  R.  641. 

3  Stourbridge  Canal  v.  Wheely,  2  B. 
&  A.  793  ;  36  R.  R.  746  ;  see,  too,  Wool- 
ly ch,  p.  312. 

4  Cock  burn,  C.  J.,  in  Uungerford 
Market  Co.  v.  City  Steamboat  Co.,  7 
Jar.,  N.  S.  67  ;  see  ante,  p.  553. 

*  Lee*  v.  Manchester  and  Aston  Canal, 
11  East,  645;  11  R.  R.  297. 

6  The  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act, 
1888  (51  &  52  Vict.  c.  25)  empowers  the 
railway  and  canal  commissioners  to  hear 
and  determine  any  questions  or  dis- 
putes involving  the  legality  of  the 
statutory  tolls  levied  by  canal  companies 
and  to  enforce  payment  of  such  tolls  or 
so  much  of  it  as  they  decide  to  be  legal; 
and  if  any  company  charges  one  trader 
or  class  of  traders  in  any  district  lower 
tolls  than  they  charge  other  traders,  this 
is,  prima  facie,  an  undue  preference 
(sects.  10,  27  (1),  36).  Sect.  15  of  the 
Regulation  of  Railways  Act,  1873,  36  & 
37  Vict.  c.  48,  is  made  applicable  to  the 
charges  of  a  canal  company ;  and  the 
Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1854,  17 
&  18  Vict.  c.  31,  as  amended  by  that 


Act,  is  extended  to  any  person  whose 
consent  is  required  to  any  variation  of 
any  rates,  tolls,  or  dues  charged  for  the 
use  of  any  canal,  or  by  any  canal  com- 
pany, "  in  like  manner  as  if  such  person 
"  were  a  canal  company,  and  the  ex- 
"  pressions  '  canal  company '  and  '  rail- 
"  way  and  canal  company '  in  the  said 
14  Acts  and  this  Act  shall  be  construed 
44 accordingly  to  include  such  person" 
(sect.  37  (1)  (2)).  The  provisions  of 
these  Acts  respecting  rates  apply  to 
the  tolls  and  dues  of  every  description 
chargeable  for  the  use  of  any  canal, 
and  the  commissioners  may  enforce  any 
order  for  a  through  rate  or  toll  which 
may  in  their  opinion  be  required  in  the 
interest  of  the  public.  Any  company 
allowing  traffic  to  pass  from  a  canal  on 
to  any  other  canal  or  any  railway,  or 
from  a  railway  on  to  a  canal,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  a  forwarding  company, 
and  the  allowing  of  traffic  so  to  pass 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  forwarding  of 
traffic  within  the  meaning  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Acts  ;  and  their  provisions, 
and  those  of  the  Act  of  1888,  with 
respect  to  through  rates,  are  extended 
to  any  canals  which,  in  connection  with 
any  river  or  other  waterway,  form  part 
of  a  continuous  line  of  water  communi- 
cation, notwithstanding  that  tolls  may 
not  be  leviable  by  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment upon  such  river  or  other  water- 
way (sect.  37  (3)  (4)  (5)).  Where  a 
railway  company  has  the  control  over, 
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Mo  general 
rules  applic- 
able to. 


At  common  law  tolls  only  become  due  at  the  end  of  a  voyage, 
since  the  contract  is  not  completed  till  the  port  of  delivery  is 
reached,  and  though  this  may  be  altered  by  legislative  enact- 
ments so  as  to  make  tolls  payable  at  intermediate  distances,  they 
must  be  demanded  according  to  the  rules  of  law  respecting  the 
carriage  of  goods  from  one  place  to  another.1  It  is  in  accordance 
with  these  facts  that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  principle  seems  to  be 
that  Acts  imposing  a  toll  should  be  construed  as  strictly  as 
possible,2  since,  as  has  been  said  by  a  learned  judge,  "  though 
such  construction  may  be  perhaps  inconvenient,  the  Court 
cannot  make  a  new  toll."  * 

"  No  general  rules  or  principle,"  says  Gunning,*  "can  be  laid 
"down  applicable  to  canals  in  general";  and  this  is  evident 
when  it  is  remembered  that  in  the  case  of  canals,  as  in  that  of 
docks  and  harbours,  each  is  dependent  upon  a  particular  Act, 
and  therefore,  as  is  pointed  out  by  Woolrych,5  "  since  the  cases 
"which  have  arisen  were  decided  upon  the  construction  of  the 
"several  statutes  relating  to  each  particular  subject,  the 
"general  principle  is  rather  to  be  gathered  from  the  effect 
"  which  the  Courts  have  given  to  the  enactments  themselves, 
"  than  from  the  decisions." 

We  shall,  therefore,  consider  such  cases  as  seem  to  be  most 
important. 

In  the  case  of  The  Stourbridge  Canal   v.   Wheely*  the  plaintiffs 


or  the  right  to  interfere  with  respect 
to  the  traffic  conveyed  or  the  tolls 
levied  on  a  canal,  and  the  tolls,  rates, 
or  charges  levied  are  proved  to  be 
calculated  to  divert  traffic  to  the  rail- 
way to  the  detriment  of  the  canal  or  of 
persons  sending  traffic  over  it  or  other 
canals  adjacent  to  it.  the  commissioners, 
on  the  application  of  any  person 
interested,  may  make  an  order  requiring 
them  to  be  altered  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  be  reasonable  in  comparison  with 
those  charged  for  the  conveyance  of 
merchandise  on  the  railway.  If  the 
alteration  is  not  made  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  the  order,  the  commis- 
sioners themselves  are  empowered  to 
make  such  alteration  as  they  shall  think 
just  and  reasonable  by  order,  and  the 
tolls,  rates  and  charges  so  altered  and 
adjusted  are  binding  on  the  company  or 
persons  owning  or  controlling  the  traffic 
or  the  tolls  levied  thereon.  No  applica- 
tion may  be  made  under  this  section 
until  the  Board  of  Trade  have  certified 
the  fitness  of  the  applicant,  and  that 


the  application  is  a  proper  one  for  sub- 
mission to  the  commissioners ;  and  the 
commissioners  may  make  no  order 
unless  the  company  and  persons  have 
been  previously  served  with  notice  of 
the  application  in  such  manner  as  the 
Board  of  Trade  may  direct.  On  the 
application  of  any  company  or  person 
affected  thereby,  and  after  notice  to  and 
hearing  such  companies  or  persons  as 
they  may  by  any  general  rules  or  special 
order  prescribe,  the  commissioners  may 
at  any  time  rescind  or  vary  any  order 
made  under  this  section  (sect.  38). 

1  Buller,  J.,  in  Bex  v.  Page,  4 T.  R.  549; 
2  R.  R.  454 ;  cf.  Bex  v.  Aire  and  Colder 
Xarigati&n,  2  T.  R.  660  ;  1  R.  R.  579. 

*  Woolrych,  p.  306. 

8  Ibid.  ;  Bayley,  J.,  in  Britain  v. 
Crawford  Canal,  3  B.  &  A.  140. 

4  Page  102  ;  cf.  Woolrych,  p.  306. 

h  Woolrych,  p.  306.  A  canal  Act  is 
not  necessarily  a  public  Act :  1  Moo.*  It 
Malk.  421  ;  Brett  v.  Beale*,  10  B.  &  C. 
508  :  34  R.  R.  499. 

6  2  B.  &  A.  793 :  36  R.  R.  746. 
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made  a  canal  on  two  levels,  which  were  connected  by  locks.  On 
the  upper  level  there  was  no  lock.  By  their  Act  all  persons  were 
to  be  at  liberty  to  navigate  the  canal  on  payment  of  certain  rates, 
and  the  company  were  authorized  to  take  certain  tolls  for  certain 
goods  which  might  pass  through  one  or  more  of  the  locks,  while 
owners  of  adjoining  lands  might  use  pleasure  boats  not  carrying 
goods,  so  long  as  they  did  not  pass  through  any  locks,  without 
paying  dues : — Held,  that  the  Act  gave  no  right  to  demand  tolls 
for  boats  navigating  the  level  of  the  canal  where  there  were  no 
locks. 

86  Geo.  III.  c.  67;  empowered  certain  persons  to  make  the 
Tamar  navigable  for  boats,  barges,  and  other  vessels,  with  proper 
cuts  and  deviations  from  the  sides  thereof,  from  M.  Quay  to  Boat 
Pool ;  and  thence  to  make  a  canal,  and  to  make  and  maintain  a 
collateral  cut  or  canal  navigable  for  boats,  &c.  from  the  said  canal 
to  B.  mill,  and  authorized  them,  in  consideration  of  expenses,  to 
take  from  time  to  time  tolls  at  so  much  per  ton  per  mile  for 
goods,  &c.  "  carried  upon  the  said  navigation,  canal,  cut,  or  any 
"  of  them."  They  had  expended  considerable  sums  in  clearing 
and  deepening  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  navigable  to 
a  point  about  one-quarter  mile  of  Boat  Pool,  but  had  not  made 
the  canal  or  collateral  cut  : — Held,  that  they  were  entitled  to 
recover  tolls  for  carriage  of  goods  over  the  part  of  the  river  made 
navigable.1 

Where  a  canal  company  were  authorized  by  their  Acts  to  make 
a  canal  and  do  other  things  necessary  for  the  making,  improving 
and  using  it ;  but  were  forbidden  to  make  more  than  8  per  cent, 
profit,  and  were  to  lay  their  accounts  annually  before  justices  : — 
It  was  held  that  they  were  authorized  by  their  Act  to  deepen  and 
widen  the  canal  after  it  had  been  completed  (that  being  beneficial 
to  the  public) ;  and  that  the  widening  and  deepening  being  done 
at  the  request  of  those  using  the  canal,  the  charge  for  so  doing 
was  a  charge  attending  the  using  of  the  canal.'2 

In  another  case 3  under  the  same  Acts,  it  was  shown  that  the 
company  were  empowered  to  "  make  all  such  other  works  as 
"  they  shall  think  necessary  or  proper  for  effecting,  completing, 
"  maintaining,  improving,  and  using  the  said  canal  and  other 
"  works,"  and  that  they  were  required  to  lay  before  sessions  an 

1  Tamur  Navigation  v.    Wagstaffe,  4       722. 

B.  &  S.  288;  cf.  Reg.  y.  Simpson,  (1901)  *  Rex  v.    Glamorganshire,    12   East, 

2  Ch.  671  (C.  A.)  ;  aide,  pp.  552,  553.  156 ;  see  Woolrych,  p.  310. 

2  Rex  v.  Glamorganshire,  7  B.  &  C. 
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annual  account  of  the  tolls  collected,  and  of  the  charge  of  sup- 
porting the  navigation.  The  sessions  were  authorized  under 
certain  circumstances  to  reduce  the  canal  rates.  After  the 
completion  of  the  canal,  and  after  the  first  account  of  the  capital 
expended  in  the  undertaking  had  been  delivered  upon  which  the 
dividends  were  to  be  calculated,  the  company  deemed  it  necessary 
to  erect  a  reservoir  and  steam  engines.  When  applying  to  have 
an  annual  account  allowed  the  company  included  the  expenses 
of  these  new  works,  but  certain  freighters  of  the  canal  having 
objected  to  the  items,  the  justices  disallowed  the  sums  in 
question,  although  it  appeared  in  evidence  before  them  that  the 
works  had  been  erected  for  the  support  and  improvement  of  the 
original  line  of  road,  and  for  the  better  supplying  it  with  water 
in  dry  seasons.  This  order  being  brought  before  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  by  certiorari,  was  quashed,  it  being  held  that, 
though  the  works  were  new  in  specie,  yet,  being  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  old  canal  and  works,  they  were  justifiably  made. 
Had  they  been  colourably  executed  for  the  benefit  of  individuals, 
the  charges  might  and  would  have  been  repudiated ;  but  this 
was  not  so,  and  the  sessions  having  proceeded  on  a  wrong 
principle,  their  order  could  not  stand. 

It  has  been  held  that  no  toll  was  imposed  on  empty  boats  by 
the  provision  in  a  canal  Act,  that  no  boats  navigating  thereon  of 
less  burthen  than  twenty  tons,  or  which  should  not  have  a 
loading  of  twenty  tons  on  board,  should  pass  through  any  of  the 
locks  unless  on  payment  of  a  tonnage  equal  to  a  boat  of  twenty 
tons} 

A  canal  company  was  empowered  to  take  tolls  on  all  goods 
excepting  manures,  and  it  was  also  provided  that  no  boat  or 
vessel  should  pass  through  any  lock  unless  such  vessel  should 
pay  duty  equal  to  what  would  be  paid  by  a  vessel  loaded  with 
thirty  tons  : — Held,  that  this  only  applied  to  toll-paying  goods, 
and  therefore  that  a  vessel  laden  with  manure  was  entitled  to 
navigate  the  canal,  and  pass  through  the  locks  at  any  time 
without  payment  of  any  toll  whatever.2 

An  Act  of  Parliament  provided  that  the  Monmouthshire  Canal 
Company  were  not  to  take  any  higher  toll  for  the  time  being  than 

1  Leeds     and    Liverpool     Canal     v.  note  («)>  1  B.  &  C.  424. 

Hustler,  1  B.  &  C.  424  ;  2  D.  &  R.  556  ;  *  Grantham  Canal  Co.  v.  Hall,  U 

36  R.  R.  746,  748.     Since  this  decision,  M.  &  W.  880 ;  cf.  Ball  v.    Grantham 

59  Geo.  III.  c.  10,  has  imposed  a  simple  Canal  Co.,  13  M.  &  W.  114  ;  13  L.  J., 

lockage  duty  of  5*.  upon  empty  boats  ;  Exch.  203. 
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the  Brecknock  Canal.  The  latter  by  general  resolution  lowered 
their  tolls  : — Held,  that  the  company  could  not  question  collate- 
rally the  validity  of  such  resolution,  but  were  bound  by  it,  Abbott, 
C.  J.,  saying :  "  If,  indeed,  without  any  colour  of  authority,  the 
"  rates  of  the  Brecknock  Canal  had  been  lowered  the  case  would 
"  have  been  different." l 

Where  a  canal  Act  imposed  a  toll  on  "  coal,  lime,  timber, 
"  bricks,  stone,  and  all  other  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise 
"  whatsoever/'  gravel  and  materials  for  turnpike  roads  were 
held  liable  to  toll.2 

Lees  v.  Manchester  and  Ashton  Canal  Co.,8  has  been  already 
referred  to  with  regard  to  the  alteration  of  tolls.4  There  the 
defendants,  being  authorized  by  their  Act  to  take  such  tolls  as 
were  fixed  at  a  general  assembly  (at  the  rate  of  not  more  than 
Id.  per  ton  per  mile),  and  also  to  reduce  rates  at  a  general 
assembly,  though  not  without  the  consent  of  the  major  part  of 
the  proprietors,  made  a  contract  with  the  plaintiffs  (but  not  at 
a  general  meeting),  whereby,  in  consideration  of  their  making 
a  cut  from  their  collieries  to  carry  water  to  the  canal,  and 
conveying  the  same  to  the  company,  the  latter  were  to  permit 
them  to  convey  coals  at  a  less  rate.  It  was  held  that  this 
contract  was  illegal  and  void,  since  it  was  a  speculation  by 
which  the  company  might  gain  more  or  less  than  the  legis- 
lature intended,  and  which  would  extend  the  company's  power 
to  purchase  land  beyond  the  limits  in  the  Act,  and  enable  them 
to  raise  more  capital.  Also,  that  it  was  void  because  the  tolls 
could  only  be  reduced  at  a  general  meeting. 

Lord  Ellenborough,  who  delivered  judgment,  said,  inter  alia, 
"  The  public  have  an  interest  that  the  canal  should  be  kept  up, 
"  and  whatever  has  a  tendency  to  bring  it  into  hazard  is  an 
"encroachment  upon  their  right  in  it.  They  have  also  an 
"  interest  that  the  tolls  should  be  equal  upon  all ;  for  if  any  are 
"favoured  the  inducement  to  the  company  to  reduce  the  tolls 
"  generally  below  the  statute  rate  is  diminished.  But  as  it  is 
"  sufficient  in  this  case  to  say  that  this  bargain  is  not  binding 
"  upon  the  company  of  proprietors,  inasmuch  as  it  abridges  their 
"  rights  in  a  way  the  statutes  do  not  warrant,  it  is  unnecessary 
"  to  give  an  opinion  whether  it  so  interferes  with  the  rights  of 
"  the  public  as  to  be  on  that  ground  also  void." 

1  Monmwtthshlre  Canal  v.  Kendal,  4  Ml  East,  645  ;  11  R.  R.  297. 

B.  &  Aid.  453.  4  See  ante,  p.  544. 

*  Qmlton  y.  Ambler,  3  RaiL  Gas.  724. 
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Cockburn,  C.  J.,  commenting  on  these  remarks  in  Hunger/ord 
Market   Co.   v.   City  Steamboat  Co.,1  said:    "The   observations 

*  of   Lord  fillenborough  go  no  further  than  to  show  that   on 

*  grounds  of  public  policy  it  may  be  desirable  that  such  an 
'  obligation  (i.e.,  not  to  lower  the  tolls),  should  attach  to 
'  the  power  of  a  public  company  to  take  toll ;  yet  authority 
4  would  certainly  seem  to  be  required  to  establish  a  pro- 
'  position  directly  at  variance  with  the  well-known  axiom, 
'that  every  one  is  at  liberty  to  renounce  a  right  established 
'  in  his  favour." 

By  sect.  108  of  8  Geo.  IV.  c.  126,  the  proprietors  or  trustees 
of  any  canal,  railway,  or  tramroad,  on  which  any  materials  for 
the  repair  of  turnpike  roads  may  be  conveyed,  may  reduce  the 
tolls  imposed  by  any  Act  of  Parliament  on  the  carriage  of  such 
materials,  and  appoint  lower  tolls,  and  reduced  tolls  may  be 
collected  and  recovered  in  the  same  manner  as  the  original  tolls.2 
Also,  although  an  Act  should  authorize  the  reduction  of  tolls, 
and  provide  for  the  appropriation  of  any  surplus  of  rates, 
commissioners  may  again  raise  the  rates  if  it  should  become 
necessary.3 

The  case  of  The  Medway  Navigation  v.  Brook*  turned  upon 
the  construction  of  a  private  Act  relating  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Medway  ;  by  sect.  23  of  which  the  plaintiffs  were  empowered 
to  take  from  persons  conveying  goods  upon  the  said  river  between 
Maidstone  and  Forest  Bow,  or  any  part  thereof  (which  all  person 
or  persons  should  and  might  lawfully  do),  certain  rates  and 
duties  for  lockage  and  riverage,  which  were  not  to  exceed  a 
given  limit,  and  which,  by  sect.  28,  the  plaintiffs  were  from  time 
to  time  to  publicly  fix  up.  By  sect.  81,  nothing  in  the  Act  is 
to  be  construed  to  extend  the  plaintiff's  authority  to  the 
execution  of  any  works  below  Mr.  Edmond's  wharf  in  Maidstone ; 
and  by  sect.  38,  any  action,  suit,  or  information  for  anything 
done  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  or  in  relation  to  the  premises,  shall 
be  commenced  within  three  months  after  the  facts  committed. 
Maidstone  extends  along  the  river  upwards,  about  three 
furlongs  from  Mr.  Edmond's  wharf  to  the  College  look  con- 
structed by  the  plaintiffs,  Maidstone  Bridge  being  between  the 


1  30  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  25  ;  3  El.  &  BL  365  ; 
3  L.  T.,  N.  S.  732. 

2  See  Wooirycb,  p.  312. 

8  Ibid. ;  QiHtdy  v.  Penny,  9  Mees.  k 


W.  687.    See  also  8  &  9  Vict.   c.   28, 
antt\  pp.  493  eb  *eq. 
*  38  L.  T.,  N.  S.  843. 
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two.  Plaintiffs,  besides  other  works  on  the  river,  had  scoured  a 
shoal  between  the  said  bridge  and  Mr.  Edmond's  wharf,  and 
on  their  annual  survey  they  always  disembarked  at  that  wharf. 
In  1874,  the  plaintiffs  having  amended  their  toll  list  so  as  to 
charge  for  the  first  time  tolls  proportioned  to  a  fractional  part 
of  a  mile  traversed,  the  defendant,  who  was  owner  of  oil  mills 
situate  on  the  Medway  less  than  a  mile  above  the  College  Lock, 
but  more  than  a  mile  above  Mr.  Edmond's  wharf,  refused  to  pay 
any  toll  upon  barges  coming  up  the  river  to  his  mills.  Held, 
that  the  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  charge  tolls  proportioned 
to  a  fractional  part  of  a  mile  traversed  since  the  amendment 
of  their  list,  without  reference  to  the  three  months'  limitation 
provided  by  sect.  88. 

In  Fisher  v.  Lee,1  it  was  held  that  blocks  cut  with  wedges 
from  the  quarry,  and,  therefore,  reduced  to  certain  dimensions 
according  to  order,  and  squared  with  a  pickaxe,  to  be  used  as 
railway  sleepers,  each  being  after  such  preparation  worth  nine- 
pence  more  than  unwrought  stone  of  the  same  weight, — were 
liable  to  the  toll  as  stones  only,  and  not  as  merchandise  under 
a  Navigation  Act,3  which  imposed  a  toll  on  "  every  ton  of  butter 
"  or  other  goods,  wares,  merchandises,  and  commodities/'  and 
a  lower  toll  on  "  every  ton  of  coals,  cinders,  lime,  and  lime- 
"  stone,  stone,  gravel,  and  manure." 

Tame  v.  Grand  Junction  Canal  Co?  also  turned  on  the  con- 
struction of  certain  canal  Acts.  By  83  Geo.  III.  c.  Ixxx.,  the 
Grand  Junction  Canal  Company  were  empowered  to  take  tolls 
for  the  passage  of  manure  between  Braunston  and  Brentford. 
By  sect.  97,  persons  occupying  lands  through  which  the  canal 
passed  might  carry  manure  without  payment.  By  84  Geo.  III. 
c.  xxiv.,  for  making  a  cut  to  Buckingham,  the  powers  and 
authorities  mentioned  in  the  former  Act  were  to  be  exercised 
by  the  company  and  by  the  owners  of  land  on  the  new  cut 
as  if  re-enacted,  and  the  like  exemptions  were  to  be  allowed. 
By  85  Geo.  III.  c.  xliii.,  reciting  the  first-mentioned  Act,  the 
company  were  empowered  to  make  a  cut  to  Paddington ;  and 
the  several  powers,  authorities,  matters,  and  things  in  the 
recited  Act  contained,  except  the  rates,  were  to  be  used  and 
exercised  by  the  company,  and  applied  for  making  the  cut 
and  for  ascertaining  tolls,  and  in  all  respects  as  if  re-enacted, 

1  12  A.  &  E.  622  ;  4  P.  &  D.  447.  *  11  Exch.  786  ;  25  L.  J.,  Exch.  222. 

8  7  Geo.  III.  c.  96. 

L.W.  38 


594 


OF   TOLLS  AND   BATES. 


Beneficial 
interest  in 
tolls  renders 
a  company 
liable  for 
negligence  in 
works. 

Distress 
incident  to 
tolls. 


and  aR  if  the  cut  had  been  part  of  the  works  authorized  to  be 
made  by  the  first  Act. 

By  85  Geo.  III.  c.  Ixxxv.,  for  making  a  cut  from  Watford  to 
St.  Albans,  reciting  the  before-mentioned  Acts,  the  powers 
granted  thereby  were  to  be  exercised  by  the  company  and  by 
the  owners  of  lands  as  if  re-enacted ;  and  the  like  exemptions 
were  allowed : — Held,  first,  that  on  the  construction  of  35 
Geo.  III.  c.  xliii.,  persons  occupying  land  on  the  Paddington 
Cut  could  not  carry  manure  on  the  canal  free  from  toll ;  secondly, 
that  the  provisions  of  the  several  public  local  Acts  with  respect 
to  tolls  on  different  cuts,  part  of  the  same  canal,  might  be 
compared  in  order  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  a  clause  in  the 
Paddington  Act,  alleged  to  create  exemptions  from  tolls  upon  the 
Paddington  Cut. 

As  has  been  noted  above,  the  possession  of  a  beneficial  interest 
in  the  tolls  of  a  canal  renders  a  company  liable  to  actions  for 
nuisance  where  damage  is  caused  by  negligence  with  regard  to 
their  works.1 

A  right  of  distress  is  incident  to  every  toll.3  Where  a  canal 
company  was  empowered  by  its  Act  to  take  tolls  for  goods,  and 
in  case  of  non-payment  to  distrain  any  carriage  or  goods  in 
respect  of  which  such  tolls  ought  to  be  paid ;  it  was  held,  that 
trams  could  not  be  distrained  for  arrears  of  tolls  due  from  the 
owners  for  goods  carried  in  them  if  they  were  not  carrying 
goods  of  such  owners  at  the  time  of  distress.8  Similarly,  in 
Fraser  v.  Swansea  Canal  Co.*  it  was  held,  that  where  a  canal 
company  were  authorized  to  impose  rates  of  toll  for  carriage  of 
goods ;  and  in  case  of  non-payment  to  seize  the  goods  and  the 
boats  laden  therewith,  and  if  such  goods  were  not  redeemed 
within  seven  days  to  sell  the  same ;  this  clause  did  not  empower 
them  to  distrain  goods  when  no  longer  on  the  canal  or  to  sell  the 
boats. 


Rates. 


Rates. 

It    is    proposed    now    to    consider    the    liability    of     the 
various    rights  of    water    that    have   been    treated  of    to    be 


*  Mauley  v.  St.  Helen's  Canal,  2 
II.  &  N.  840  ;  Parnaby  v.  Lancaster 
Canal  Co.,  11  Ad.  &  E.  213  ;  Mersey 
Dock  v.  Gibb*,  11  H.  L.  Cas.  686,  &c. ; 
ante,  pp.  470  ct  set/.,  554. 


2  See  ante,  p.  555. 
5  Jenkins  v.  Cooke,  1  A.  &  E.  372. 
4  1  A.  &  E.  354  ;  see,  too,  Woolirch, 
61. 
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assessed    for    the    payment    of    poor    rates    in  the  following 
order : * 

I.  Piers,  Harbours,  Docks,  and  Marine  Property.  / 

II.  Rivers  and  Ferries. 

III.  Fisheries. 

IV.  Canals. 

V.  Water  Companies ;  and 
VI.  Bridges. 

An  estuary  or  arm  of  the  sea  is  prima  facie  extra-parochial ;  Piers,  liar- 

but  this  presumption  may  be  rebutted,2  and,  with  respect  to  the  ^dm^ine' 

presumption  of  extra-parochiality,  there  is  no  distinction  between  property. 

the  sea  shore  and  the  shore  of  a  tidal  river.3    By  81  d  82  Vict.  Estuaries  and 

t\  122,  every  accretion  of  the  sea,  whether  natural  or  artificial,  arms  °.f  tJie 

se&primd 

and  the  part  of  the  sea  shore  to  the  low  water  mark,  and  the  facie  extra- 
bank  of  every  river  to  the  middle  of  the  stream,  which  at  the  Parochia1' 
date  of  Act  were  not  incorporated  with  any  parish,  are  for  all 
civil  and  parochial  purposes  annexed  to  and  incorporated  with 
the  next  adjoining  parish  with  which  it  has  the  longest  common 
boundary. 

Where  a  wet  dock  was  constructed  on  a  portion  of  land 
reclaimed  from  the  ooze  or  bed  of  a  navigable  tidal  river,  and 
in  order  to  prove  that  it  was  not  part  of  the  adjoining  parish, 
evidence  of  perambulations  of  that  parish,  and  of  others  abut- 
ting on  other  portions  of  the  reclaimed  land  was  given,  which 
seemed  to  show  that  the  rights  of  those  parishes  extended  only 
to  high  water  mark,  but,  against  this,  it  appeared  that  in  each 
of  the  parishes  considerable  tracts  were  reclaimed  from  the  ooze 
or  bed  of  the  river,  and  rated  to  the  poor  ;  it  was  held,  that  the 
presumption  of  parochiality,  arising  from  payment  of  these 
rates,  outweighed  the  contrary  presumption  arising  from  the 
perambulations.4 

i  See  the  remarks  on  the  history  and  c.  4  ;  see  Castle,  pp.  1—78.    See  too  for 

development  of  this  branch  of  law  in  the  statutes  dealing  with  the  subject, 

Castle  on  the  Law  of  Rating,  3rd  eel.  and  for  a  digest  of  the  decisions  thereon, 

Chap.  I.     The  principal  authorities  and  Chambers'  Law  relating  to  Rates  and 

statutes  to  be  noted  are  : — The  Mirror  Rating,  2nd  ed. 

of  Justice,  sect.   3 ;   Bl.  Comm.  vol.  i.  2  Ipswich  Dock  Commissioners  v.  St. 

c.  ix.  sect.  6  ;  Dalton's  Justice  of  the  Peter's,  Ipswich,  7  B.&  S.  310. 

Peace  ;  5  Edw.  III.  c.  14  ;  7  Ric.  II.  c.  5;  3  Trustees  of  Duke  of  Bridge  water  v. 

12  Ric.  II.  c.  7;  15   Ric.   II.  c.  6;  11  Surveyors  of  Highways  for  Bootle-cum- 

Hen.  VII.  c.  2  ;  19  Hen.  VII.  c.  12  ;  22  Zi/iacre,  7B.&S.  348.    See  awte.pp.  13, 

Hen.  VIII.  c.  12  ;27  Hen.  VIII.  c.  25  ;  15,  76. 

3  &  4  Edw.  VI.  c.  16  ;  2  &  3  Philip  and  *  Ipswich  Dock  Commissioners  v.  St. 

Mary,  c.  5  ;  5  Eliz.  c.  3  ;  18  Eliz.  c.  3  ;  Peters,  Ipswich,  supra. 
39  Eliz.  c.  3  ;  43  Eliz.  c.  2  ;  3  Car.  I. 

38—2 
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Parish  ex.  Where,  in  beating  the  boundaries  of  the  parish  of  Rotherhithe, 

theahore«ofg  it  wa8  shown  that  the  authorities  proceed  along  the  embank- 
a  river.  ments,  wharves,  or  other  shore  of  the  river,  while  in  the  adjoin- 

ing parish  of  Bermondsey  the  authorities  go  along  the  middle 
of  the  river;  and  that  the  parish  of  Rotherhithe  has  never  done 
or  exercised  any  parochial  act  or  authority  beyond  the  embank- 
ments, &c. — it  was  held,  that  the  inference  from  the  above 
circumstances  was  that  the  parish  of  Rotherhithe  extended  to 
the  middle  of  the  river,  and  that,  therefore,  a  pier  built  on 
piles  in  the  bed  of  the  river  opposite  one  of  the  embankments, 
but  not  connected  with  it,  was  rateable  to  the  poor  rate  of  the 
parish.1 
Land  covered  By  sect.  55  of  The  Ijocal  Government  Aety  1858,  "  the  occupier 
with  water,      a  Qj  ftny  jan(|  covere^  with  water,  or  used  only  as  a  canal  or 

"  towing-path  for  the  same  or  as  a  railway  constructed  under  the 
"  powers  of  any  Act  of  Parliament  for  public  conveyance,"  is  to 
be  assessed  to  the  district  rate  at  one-fourth  only  of  the  net 
annual  value  as  ascertained  by  the  last  poor  rate.  It  has  been 
held  that  a  wet  dock  was  "  land  covered  with  water  "  within  this 
provision ;  and  that  a  railway  which  had  been  constructed  by  a 
dock  company  in  connection  with  their  docks  and  joining  a  public 
railway  and  canal  under  the  powers  of  their  private  Act,  by  which 
the  company  were  bound  to  complete  the  railway  for  the  use  of 
the  public  on  the  payment  of  tolls,  was  a  railway  within  the 
provision,  although  it  was  not  constructed  to  carry  passengers, 
but  that  warehouses  and  other  adjuncts  to  docks  are  rateable  at 
the  net  annual  value.3  An  artificial  reservoir  is  "  land  covered 
"  with  water  "  under  the  section.3 
Piers.  Where  two  companies,  incorporated  under  The  Companies  Act, 

1864,  received  tolls  for  the  use  of  a  pier  which  extended  from 
the  shore  into  the  sea  for  several  feet  below  low  water  mark, 
being  constructed  of  a  wooden  deck  resting  on  iron  piles  driven 
into  the  sands,  so  that  the  water  flowed  under  it,  and  no  altera- 
tion was  made  in  the  line  of  low  water  mark ;  it  was  held,  that 
the  part  of  the  pier  below  low  water  mark,  being  beyond  the 
realm,  was  not  extra-parochial  within  the  meaning  of  81  Jc  82 
Vict.  c.  122,  *.  27,  and,  as  such,  annexed  to  any  other  parish,  nor 

1  McCannon  v.  Sinclair.   28    L.    J.,      267  ;  6  L.  T.  456. 

M.  C.  247  ;  2  E.  k  E.  53  ;  33  L.  T.,  O.  S.  a  Hampton  Urban  District  r\mneilx. 

226.  Savthaxtrk  and    Vauxhall    Water  £k, 

2  lleg.  v.  yew/wt,   31    L.  J.,  M.  C.      (1900)  A.  C.  3,  H.  L.  (E.). 
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was  it  an  accretion  from  the  sea,  and  that,  therefore,  that  section 
did  not  enable  it  to  be  rated.1 

By  an  Act  of  Parliament,  certain  commissioners  were  appointed 
for  effecting  improvements  in  the  harbour  of  S.  They  were 
authorized  and  required  to  deepen  and  cleanse  the  channel  of 
the  harbour,  and  to  make  an  artificial  entrance  with  piers,  by 
which  ships  might  pass  from  the  sea  into  the  harbour.  Tolls 
were  to  be  paid  in  respect  of  such  vessels  as  entered  the  harbour, 
but  were  not  to  be  received  by  the  appellants  to  the  full  amount 
authorized  by  the  Act,  until  the  whole  works  were  completed. 
The  piers  were  erected,  and  the  channel  deepened  and  cleansed, 
and  the  commissioners  received  tolls  in  respect  of  the  vessels 
which  entered  the  harbour.  There  was  nothing  in  the  Act  to 
show  that  they  were  to  be  considered  as  purchasers  or  owners  of 
the  land  upon  which  the  works  were  to  be  done : — Held,  first,  as 
to  the  channel,  that  the  commissioners  had  simply  a  power  to 
make  a  right  of  passage  from  the  sea  to  the  harbour,  and  that 
they  were  not  rateable  to  the  poor  rates  in  respect  of  such  right 
of  passage ;  secondly,  that  although  they  were  occupiers  of  the 
land  upon  which  the  piers  stood,  yet  that  the  occupation  could 
not  be  taken  to  be  enhanced  in  value  by  the  revenue  derived  from 
the  tolls,  inasmuch  as  an  occupier  of  the  piers  would  get  no 
part  of  the  tolls,  or  derive  any  benefit2  from  the  harbour  ;  and, 
therefore,  that  the  appellants  were  not  liable  to  be  rated  to  the 
poor  rates,  the  piers  themselves  being  worth  nothing.3    Where 


1  Blackpool  Pier  Co.  v.  Fylde  Union, 
46  L.  J.,  M.  C.  189 ;  36  L.  T.  251  ;  41 
J.  P.  344.  Sect.  27  of  31  %  32  Vict, 
e.  122,  is  as  follows  : — "From  the  25th 
"day  of  December  next,  every  place 
*'  which  was  or  is  reputed  to  be  extra- 
"  parochial,  whether  entered  by  name  in 
"the  report  upon  the  census  for  the 
"year  1861,  or  not,  for  which  an  over- 
seer has  not  been  then  appointed,  or 
"  for  which  no  overseer  shall  then  be 
"acting,  or  which  has  not  been  then 
41  annexed  or  incorporated  with  the  next 
"  adjoining  parish,  shall,  for  all  civil  and 
"  parochial  purposes,  be  annexed  to  and 
"  incorporated  with  the  next  adjoining 
"parish  with  which  it  has  the  largest 
44  common  boundary  :  and  in  case  there 
4  *  shall  be  two  or  more  parishes,  with 
44  which  it  shall  have  boundaries  of  equal 
"  extent,  then  with  that  parish  which 
"now  contains  the  lowest  amount  of 
41  rateable  value ;  and  every  accumula- 
44  tion  from  the  sea,  whether  natural  or 


44  artificial,  and  the  part  of  the  sea  shore 
44  to  the  low  water  mark  and  the  bank  of 
44  every  river  to  the  middle  of  the  stream, 
*4  which  on  the  said  25th  day  of  Decem- 
44  ber  next  shall  not  be  included  within 
44  the  boundaries  of,  or  annexed  to 
44  and  incorporated  with,  any  parish. 
44  shall,  for  the  same  purpose  be  annexed 
44  to  and  incorporated  with  the  parish  to 
14  which  such  accretion  part  or  bank  ad- 
"  joins,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
44  the  common  ooundary."  See  remarks 
of  Lord  Coleridge,  C.  J.,  on  the  con- 
struction of  this  section  ;  46  L.  J.,  M.  C. 
191. 

2  As  to  "  beneficial  occupation  "  see 
London  County  Council  v.  Erith 
Orerseers,  (1893*)  A.  C.  562. 

3  New  Slwrcham  Harbour  Commit' 
siofierx  v.  Lancing,  39  L.  J.,  M.  C.  121  ; 
L.  R.,  5  Q.  B.  489  ;  22  L.  T.  434  ;  Lewi* 
v.  Swansea  Overseers,  5  El.  &  Bl.  500 ; 
25  L.  J.,  M.  C.  33  ;  1  Jur.,  N.  S.  1108. 
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Wet  docks. 


Proats  of 
docks  must  be 
rated  where 
they  are 
earned. 


Reg.  v.  Hull 
Dock  Co. 


commissioners  were  empowered  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  a  harbour,  the  soil  of  which  was  not  vested  in 
them,  and  were  authorized  to  demand  and  receive  certain 
"  harbour  dues  "  for  every  vessel  clearing  the  harbour,  and 
also  certain  "  goods  dues "  on  all  wares,  merchandise,  &c.3 
shipped  or  unshipped,  within  it,  and  such  dues  were  greatly 
augmented  by  facilities  provided  on  certain  pieces  of  land  con- 
veyed to  them  for  quays  and  mooring  places ;  it  was  held  that 
as  they  received  the  dues  by  reason  of  statutory  rights  indepen- 
dent of  their  right  to  the  quays,  the  receipt  did  not  affect  the 
rateable  value  of  the  quays.1 

By  sect.  88  of  8  <fr  4  Will.  IV.  c.  90,2  the  owners  and  occupiers 
of  houses,  buildings,  and  property,  other  than  land  rateable  to 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  shall  be  rated  at  and  pay  a  rate  in  the 
pound  three  times  greater  than  that  at  which  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  land  shall  be  rated  at  and  pay  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Act.  It  has  been  held,3  where  certain  appellants  were  the 
occupiers  of  certain  docks,  covering  an  area  of  165  acres,  95  of 
which  formed  a  wet  dock  or  tidal  basin,  that  this  dock  or  basin 
was  property  ejusdem  generis  with  the  houses  and  buildings 
mentioned  in  the  Act,  and,  therefore,  that  the  appellants  were 
rateable  at  the  higher  amount. 

Profits,  if  rated  at  all,  must  be  rated  where  they  are  earned.4 
In  Reg.  v.  Bristol  Dock  Co.5  it  was  held  that  no  portion  of  the 
dues  payable  by  ships  on  entering  the  port  was  a  profit  arising 
from  a  new  basin,  and  that  the  basin  was  rateable  to  the  relief  of 
the  poor  as  ordinary  land,  and  not  in  respect  of  such  dues ;  *  and 
in  Reg.  v.  Hull  Dock  Co.,1  where  the  company  constructed  a 
harbour  and  docks,  but  had  no  property  in  the  harbour,  though 
the  soil  of  the  docks  was  vested  in  them,  and  were  empowered 
to  take  toll  on  all  vessels,  whether  they  used  the  docks  or  not, 


1  Blyth  Harbour  Commissi oners  \. 
Xewsham  and  South  Bh/th  Overseers, 
63  L.  J.,  M.  C.  274  ;  (1894)  2  Q.  B.  675  ; 
9  R.  618  ;  71  L.  T.  34  ;  59  J.  P.  4,  C.  A. 

2  The  Watching  and  Lighting  Act. 

3  Peto  v.  Wext  Ham,  28  L.  J.,  N.  S., 
M.  C.  240;  2  E.  &  E.  144;  per  Lord 
Campbell,  C.  J.,  Wightman,  J.,  and 
Orompton,  J. ;  Erie,  J.,  holding  that  they 
were  rateable  at  the  lower  amount,  as 
the  area  of  ninety-five  acres  was  land. 
Of.  Berwick  Harbour  Commissioners  v. 
rJ  weed  month  Church  wardens,  34  L.  T. 
159;  5  Asp.,  M.  C.  532. 

4  Beg.  v.  Bristol  Dock  Co..  10  L.  J., 


M.  C.  105  ;  see  Castle,  p.  306  :  cf.  Rex 
v.  Hull  Dock  Co.,  7  T.  R.  219  ;  Rex  v. 
Hull  Dock  Co.,  5  M.  &  S.  394. 

5  10  L.  J.,  M.  C.  105  ;  1  Q.  B.  335  ;  1 
G.  &  D.  76. 

6  See  judgment  of  Lord  Denman,  C.  J., 
and  the  cases  there  cited,  10  L.  J.,  M.  C. 
111. 

7  14  L.  J.,M.C.  114;7Q.B.  2:9J.P. 
405  ;  cf.  Rex  v.  Dock  ComjMny  of  Hull, 
1  T.  R.  219  ;  Rex  v.  Hull  Dock  Co..  5 
M.  &  S.  394  ;  and  Berwick  Assessment 
Committee  v.  Ttoeed  month,  54  L.  T.  159  ; 
5  Asp.,  M.  C.  532  ;  51  L.  J.,  M.  C.  84. 
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coming  into  the  harbour,  the  Court  held  that  they  were  rateable 
only  for  such  dues  as  were  paid  by  ships  using  the  docks.  "  As 
"  to  those  ships  which  do  not  come  into  the  docks/ '  said  Lord 
Denman,  C.  J.,  "  and  which  never  are  on  the  property  of  the 
"company  at  all,  the  case  is  very  different.  The  toll  given  to 
"  the  company,  and  which  such  ships  are  obliged  to  pay,  is  doubt- 
"  less  given  in  respect  of  the  company  having  made  those  docks, 
"  but  still  it  does  not  arise  from  the  use  of  the  docks,  nor  is  it 
"  earned  in  them.  It  is  a  naked  toll,  just  as  much  as  toll  paid 
"  by  vessels  passing  lighthouses  in  similar  cases." 

The  view  of  the  law  taken  in  these  cases  has,  however,  been 
modified  by  subsequent  decisions,  and  railways  and  other  pro- 
perties are  now  habitually  rated  parochially  for  earnings  collected 
elsewhere.1 

In  the  case  of  The  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  v.  Overseers  Mersey  Dock* 
of  Liverpool,-  the  appellants  occupied  docks  in  several  parishes  Yirerpool.* 
and  townships  on  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  sides  of  the 
Mersey,  which  they  held  and  administered  under  their  Act  of 
Parliament  as  one  estate,  the  docks  on  the  Lancashire  side  of 
the  Mersey  being  by  far  the  most  profitable  part  of  the  under- 
taking, which  was  carried  on  at  a  loss  on  the  Cheshire  side  of  the 
river.  The  appellants  had  been  rated  by  the  parish  of  Liverpool 
on  the  principle  of  ascertaining  the  net  income  of  the  docks,  &c. 
locally  situated  within  the  parish  of  Liverpool,  without  taking 
into  account  the  profits  of  the  whole  undertaking,  and  it  was 
held,  that  the  parochial  principle  must  always,  except  in  cases  of 
insuperable  difficulty,3  be  preferred ;  that  no  such  difficulty  was 
shown  in  the  present  case,  and  that  the  assessment  was  accord- 
ingly right.  This  decision  was  approved  in  the  recent  case  of  Apportion- 
Sulcoates  Union  v.  Hull  Dock  Co.*  in  which  it  was  held,  that  in  S^oidSE 
assessing  to  the  poor  rate  docks  extending  over  more  than  one 
parish,  the  rateable  value  should,  wherever  it  is  possible,5  be 
ascertained  by  attributing  to  each  parish  the  receipts  earned  and 
the  expenses  incurred  in  that  parish,  and  not  by  obtaining  a 
rateable  value  for  the  whole  of  the  docks  and  then  allocating  this 


1  Castle's  Law  of  Hating,  pp.  304,  3(>8.  71  L.  T.  642  ;  59  J.  P.  612,  H.  L.  (E.). 

2  41  L.  J..  M.  C.  161  ;  L.  K.,  7  Q.  13.  *  Cf.  as  to  this  th*»  remarks  of  Lord 
643  ;  26  L.  T.,  N.  S.  868  ;  37  J.  1\  165.  Heisehell,  (1895)  A.  C,  at  pp.  144—145, 

3  As  in  The  Queen  v.  Kin  gut  on -upon-  on  the  distinction  between  llrg.  v.  Hull 
Hull  Dock  Co.,  21  L.  J.,  M.  C.  155  ;  Dork  Co..  18  Q.  B.  325,  and  Mersey 
18  Q.  B.  Rep.  325.  Dork*  v.  Li rerpool ',  L.  H.,  7   Q.  B.  643  ; 

4  (1895)  A.  C.  136  ;  64  L.  J.t  M.  C.  49  ;  Castle,  3rd  ed.  p.  310. 
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value  to  each  parish  in  proportion  to  the  water  area  of  the  docks 
in  that  parish. 

The  occupiers  of  property  capable  of  beneficial  occupation  are 
liable  to  be  rated  in  respect  of  its  full  rateable  value,  without 
regard  to  the  amount  of  benefit  which  they  themselves  derive 
from  that  occupation.1  The  true  test  of  beneficial  occupation  is 
not,  however,  whether  a  profit  can  be  made,  but  whether  the 
occupation  is  of  value.2  Where  railway  and  tramway  lines 
formed  part  of  a  dock  system,  but  the  dock  company  were  pro- 
hibited by  statute  from  taking  any  tolls  for  the  use  of  the  lines, 
it  was  held,  that  as  the  dock  company  were  prevented  from 
earning  rent  because  of  the  statutory  prohibition,  the  rent  which 
could  have  been  earned  but  for  prohibition  ought  not  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  determining  the  value  of  their  property.8 
In  Reg.  v.  Southampton  Dock  Co.,4  the  premises  of  the  company 
consisted  in  part  of  the  custom  house,  rented  and  occupied  by  Her 
Majesty's  commissioners  of  customs,  and  a  manufactory  and  several 
workshops,  rented  and  occupied  by  the  West  India  Mail  Packet 
Company  and  J.  W.,  and  it  was  held  that  sect.  25  of  18  Geo.  III. 
c.  50,5  which  provided  that  every  person,  whether  landlord  or 
tenant,  who  should  let  out  his  house  in  separate  apartments  or 
ready  furnished  to  lodgers,  should  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act 
be  deemed  the  occupier  and  liable  to  be  rated,  did  not  apply  to 
the  part  of  the  company's  premises  of  which  they  were  not  the 
occupiers. 

Allan  v.  Overseers  of  Liverpool,  and  Inrnan  v.  Overseers  of 
Kirkdale*  raised  the  question  as  to  whether  certain  persons  were 
rateable  as  occupiers  through  the  fact  that  the  Mersey  Dock  and 
Harbour  Board,  under  the  powers  of  their  Act,  appropriated 
certain  accommodation  in  the  docks  for  their  use,  in  the  first  case 
certain  berths  for  the  use  of  steamers  with  sheds  attached,  and 
in  the  other  a  certain  space  as  a  coal  depot ;  and  it  was  held, 
that  the  board  had  not  parted  with  the  occupation  of  any  part  of 


1  Beg.  v.  Bhymney  Illy.  Co.,  10  B.  &  S. 
198  ;  35  L.  J.,  M.  C.  75  ;  L.  R.,  4  Q.  B.  276  ; 
Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  v. 
Birkenhead,  L.  R.,  8  Q.  B.  445 ;  42  L.  J., 
M.  C.  141  ;  29  L.  T.  454  ;  21  W.  R.  913. 

2  London  County  Council  v.  Erith 
Overseas,  (1893)  A.  C.  562  ;  Beg.  v. 
Sclwol  Board  for  London,  17  Q.  B.  D. 
738  ;  Burton-on- Trent  Corporation  v. 
CJiurchwardens  of  Egginton,  24  Q.  B.  D. 
197. 


3  Sulcoates  Unum  v.  Hull  Bock  Co., 
(1895)  A.  C.  136  ;  64  L.  J.,  M.  C.  49 :  71 
L.  T.  642 ;  43  W.  R.  623  ;  cf .  Sutton 
J  far  hour  v.  Plymouth  Unio-n,  63  L.  T. 
772  ;  55  J.  P.  232. 

4  20  L.  J.,  M.  C.  155 ;  14  Q.  B.  587. 

6  "An  Act  for  the  better  regulating 
"  the  poor,  &c.,  of  Southampton." 

6  43  L.  J.,  M.  C.  69  ;  L.  R.,  9  Q.  B. 
180  ;  30  L.  T.  93  ;  38  J.  P.  260. 
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such  sheds  so  as  to  render  the  appellants  rateable  in  respect  of 
such  occupation. 

Dockyards  in  the  occupation  of  the  Crown,  or  occupied  for  Exemption  of 
Government  purposes,  are  exempted  from  the  payment  of  rates,  fronfratS 
but  tenants  of  the  Grown  holding  for  their  private  benefit  are 
rateable ;  and  it  has  been  held,  that  the  Grown  not  being  named  The  Mersey 
in  48  Eliz.  c.  2,  property  in  the  occupation  of  the  Crown  or  of  Dock  ra***' 
persons  using  it  exclusively  in  or  for  the  service  of  the  Crown  is 
not  rateable  to  the  relief  of  the  poor.1 

Various  deductions  have  been  allowed  by   the   Courts   with  Deductions 
respept  to  the  assessment  of  docks.  the  assess- 

A  dock  company  empowered  by  their  Act  to  build  or  provide  mentof  docks, 
out  of  their  income  steam- tugs  for  towing  vessels  into  or  out  of 
the  docks  from  or  to  Southampton  or  to  any  part  of  the  British 
Channel,  had  in  use  a  steam-tug  which  offered  considerable 
advantages,  though  it  was  not  indispensable,  to  those  who  used 
the  docks,  and  was  conducive  to  the  general  profits  of  the  dock 
business;  and  attached  to  the  freehold  and  essential  to  the 
business  of  the  company  was  a  certain  fixed  plant,  consisting  of 
cranes,  steam  engines,  derricks,  and  other  ponderous  machinery, 
which,  however,  were  capable  of  being  detached  as  easily  and 
with  as  little  injury  to  the  freehold  as  tenants'  fixtures  put  up  for 
the  purposes  of  trade  and  business,  and  usually  valued  as  between 
incoming  and  outgoing  tenants.  Held,  that  the  steam-tug  must 
be  taken  as  ancillary  to  the  docks,  and  a  part  of  the  floating 
capital,  and  that  the  expense  of  it  was  a  proper  deduction  to 
be  made  in  estimating  the  amount  of  the  company's  assess- 
ment to  the  rate;  but  that  the  cranes  and  other  ponderous 
machinery  were  properly  included  in  estimating  the  rateable 
value  of  the  company's  premises.2 

Where,  however,  a  steamboat  was  used  for  towing  barges  filled 
with  mud  out  to  sea  and  back,  a  deduction  of  1,2002.  therefor 
(under  the  head  of  movable  plant)  was  disallowed  while  the 
boat  was  used  only  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  the  dock; 
though  it  was  held  that  it  would  be  permissible  in  future  rates  if 
the  boat  became  necessary  for  permanent  use  in  removing  silt.3 

It  was  also  held  in  Reg.  v.  Soutltampton  Docks 4  that  as  an 

1  Jones  v.  Mersey  Dock  and  Harbour       L.  J.,  M.  C.  155  ;  14  Q.  B.  587. 
Board,    Mersey    bock    and    Harbour  3  Meg.  v.  Tyne,  Improvement  CommiS' 
Board  v.  Cameron,  11  H.  L.  Cas.  443;       xioners,  6  L.  T.  489. 

35  L.  J.,  M.  C.  1  ;  Castle,  p.  12.  *  20  L.  J.,  M.  U.  155. 

2  Bey.  v.  Southampton  Dock  Co.y  20 
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allowance  to  the  directors  for  management,  another  proper 
deduction  to  be  made  was  a  reasonable  amount  of  remuneration 
for  personal  trouble  and  expense,  and  for  the  exercise  of  the  skill 
and  judgment  of  a  supposed  lessee  of  the  company  in  managing 
the  affairs  of  the  docks,  independently  of  the  profit  on  capital 
employed  by  him ;  but  a  similar  deduction  (under  the  head  of 
disbursements)  of  800Z.  as  "  allowance  for  direction  "  was  dis- 
allowed in  the  case  of  Reg.  v.  Tyne  Improvement  Commissioners,1 
where  the  Act  under  which  the  commissioners  constructed  the 
dock  gave  them  no  power  to  remunerate  themselves  out  of  the 
dock  funds  for  their  services.  In  the  latter  case  deductions  of 
500Z.  for  cash  balance  (under  the  head  of  capital  for  carrying  on 
the  dock),  and  also  150Z.  for  watching  by  means  of  a  public  boat 
paid  for  out  of  other  than  dock  funds,  were  disallowed ;  while  a 
deduction  in  respect  of  stores  in  hand  was  permitted.3 

It  has  been  held  that  no  deduction  could  be  made  for  income 
tax  in  respect  of  the  estimated  profit  of  a  supposed  tenant  of  the 
docks,  that  not  being  a  tax  upon  the  subject-matter  rated,  but 
upon  the  net  income  of  the  tenant  after  paying  the  rent  of  the 
premises ; 3  and  in  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  v.  Liverpool 
Overseers*  the  appellants  were  held  not  to  be  entitled  to  a 
deduction  for  tenant's  profits  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  collecting 
the  rates  they  were  authorized  by  their  Act  to  charge  for  the  use 
of  their  docks. 

In  ascertaining  the  net  rateable  value  of  the  property  assess- 
able to  the  poor  rate,  an  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  rates  and 
taxes,  and  such  allowance  ought  to  he  made  upon  the  net  rateable 
value  after  the  rates  and  taxes  themselves,  in  addition  to  all 
other  proper  allowances,  have  been  deducted.5  Property  is  to  be 
valued  in  communibiis  annis9  that  is  as  it  may  be  considered  to  exist 
in  ordinary  years,  and  not  as  it  may  accidentally  happen  to  be  in 
exceptional  years  ; 6  and  a  dock  company  has  been  held  rateable 
in  respect  of  tonnage  duties  received  under  14  Geo.  III.  c.  56, 
though  it  appeared  that  the  expenditure  in  repairs  during  the 
period  for  which  the  rate  was  made  exceeded  the  amount  of 
such  duties.7 

1  6  L.  T.  489.  Commissioner*  v.    CIiu rch warden*  and 

3  Ibid.  Orerteers  of  Chirton,  32  L.  J..  M.  C.  192  : 

3  20  L.  J.,  M.  C.  155.  cf.  Rex  v.  Hull  Dock  Co.,  2B.&G.  Mrt. 

4  L.  K.,  I)  Q.  B.  84 ;  43  L.  J.,  M,  C.  6  Castle,  pp.  159,  160,  1(54. 

33  ;  29  L.  T.  454  ;  38  J.  P.  27.  7  }{ex  v.  Hull  Dock  Co.,  5  M.  &  S. 

5  Reg.  v.  Tyne  Improvement  Commix-       394,  400  ;  Rex  v.  Mirjield*  10  East,  219  : 
turners,  6  L.  T.  489  ;  Tyne  Improvement       25  It.  R.  412,  413. 
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There  have  been  many  decisions  as  to  the  rateability  of  bodies,   Ratability  of 
like  floating  piers  or  docks,  barges,  hulks,  and  the  like,  which,  ™er"y  not™" 
while  not  themselves  occupying  the  soil,  are  either  attached  to  actually  oc- 

.       -  cupying  the 

floats,  &c.  fixed  in  it,  or  otherwise  kept  permanently  in  the  same  soil, 
position ;    the  question    being    usually  whether    they    are    in 
permanent  beneficial  occupation  of  the  soil  in  the  parish,  and 
also  whether  such  bodies  have  increased  the  rateable  value  of  the 
occupation  of  the  moorings.1 

In  Reg.  v.  Leith*  a  steamboat  company  were  rated  in  respect  Floating  piers 
of  their  floating  pier  or  landing-place,  by  the  description  of  docks.0*1  mg 
"tenement,  land,  landing-place  and  premises,  and  the  brow  or  fcg.v.Leith. 
"  brows,  barge  or  barges,  &c,  lying  upon,  fixed  to,  or  connected 
"  with,  the  same  tenement,  land,  landing-place  or  premises,  and 
"  the  easement  or  easements,  anchorage  or  anchorages,  held, 
"  used,  or  enjoyed  therewith,*'  &c.  The  pier  consisted  of  three 
floating  barges,  kept  in  their  places  by  chain  cables  fastened  to 
anchors  sunk  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  connected  by  wooden 
bridges,  the  first  of  which  rested  on  the  first  barge  at  one  end, 
the  other  end  being  fastened  to  a  platform  resting  upon  an 
abutment  made  fast  to  the  wall  of  a  building  on  the  shore,  the 
ground  floor  of  which  was  rented  of  one  J.  S.  by  the  company, 
and  formed  part  of  a  mill,  the  residue  of  which  was  occupied  by 
J.  S.,  and  both  bridges  and  barges  rose  and  fell  with  the  tide. 
Passengers  embarking  by  the  steamboats  passed  through  the 
ground  floor  of  the  building,  which  floor,  as  well  as  the  pier  and 
landing-places,  were  in  the  exclusive  occupation  of  the  steamboat 
company.  It  was  held,  that  the  rate  was  laid  not  on  the  barges, 
&c,  as  distinguished  from  the  land,  but  on  the  landing-place  and 
premises  together  with  the  floating  barges,  &c,  by  which  the 
occupation  of  the  land  was  rendered  more  profitable,  and  was 
therefore  valid  ;  also  that  the  assessment  in  the  rate  of  J.  8.  for 
"  the  mill  and  premises,  exclusive  of  the  steamboat  pier,"  meant 
to  exclude  not  the  floating  barges,  but  the  ground  floor  and 
landing-plate,  and,  therefore,  that  the  latter  were  nqt  twice  rated. 

A  floating  pier  on  the  Thames,  rising  and  falling  with  the  tide 
and  kept  in  its  place  by  an  iron  chain  attached  to  an  iron  post 
affixed  to  landing  stairs,  and  fastened  to  anchors  in  the  bed  of  the 
river  by  iron  chain  cables,  has  also  been  held  rateable  to  the  poor.3 

1  See  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Castle  as  to  3  Req.  v.  Forrest,  30  L.  T.,  0.  S.  284, 

Jfoathu/  bodirx,  Law  of  Rating,  p.  283.  and  cf.  Forrest  v.  Greenwich   Church - 

J  21  L.  J.,  M.  C.  119  :  1  E.  &  B.  121  warden*,  8  E.  &  B.  890  ;  2  J.  P.  130. 
18  L.  T..  O.  S.  121  ;  16  f.  P.  310. 
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In  lief/,  v.  Morrison,1  however,  where  a  ship  dock,  which 
floated  at  high  water,  and  grounded  at  low  water,  and  was 
moored  by  chains  to  the  bed  of  a  tidal  navigable  river  and  to  a 
building  yard  on  the  bank,  the  chains  being  capable  of  being 
slackened,  to  enable  the  dock  to  be  taken  into  deeper  water, 
which  often  occurred,  while  the  harbour-master  sometimes 
removed  the  dock  altogether,  Lord  Campbell,  C.  J.,  distin- 
guishing the  case  from  Iteg.  v.  Leith,  since  the  pier  was  there 
permanently  fixed  to  the  landing-place,  held,  that  the  floating 
dock  could  not  be  rated  as  accessory  to  the  yard. 

Similarly,  a  boat  club  composed  of  the  members  of  the 
University  of  Oxford  were  held  not  to  be  rateable  as  the 
occupiers  of  a  barge  floating  on  the  river,  and  moored,  at  about 
thirty  feet  from  the  bank,  by  two  iron  rings  passing  loosely 
round  fixed  posts  in  the  bed,  of  such  a  diameter  as  to  allow  the 
barge  to  rise  and  fall  with  the  water  of  the  river.2  In  the  case  of 
Cory  v.  Bristowe*  however,  where  the  appellants,  by  permission 
of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  lowered  stones  and  ballast  into  the 
river  so  as  to  make  permanent  moorings  for  certain  floating  hulks 
for  loading  and  unloading  coal,  and  paid  rent  for  the  accommoda- 
tion to  the  conservators,  at  whose  pleasure  the  moorings  were 
removable  at  a  week's  notice,  it  was  held  by  the  House  of  Lords, 
affirming  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Appeal,  that  the  appel- 
lants were  in  the  exclusive,  permanent  and  beneficial  occupation 
of  the  moorings  and  rateable  in  respect  of  the  same.  In  the 
recent  decision  of  Tyne  Pontoons  Co.  v.  Tynemouth  U7iion9A  the 
company  excavated  a  creek  on  land  on  the  tidal  portion  of  the 
Tyne  of  which  they  are  occupiers  and  owners  and  placed 
in  it  two  pontoons  into  which  ships  could  be  received  for  repair- 
ing purposes,  and  which  were  attached  to  piles  and  dolphins  by 
shackles,  easily  detached,  and  joined  to  the  land  by  a  movable 
gangway.  The  pontoons  could  be  towed  out,  but  had  not  been 
moved,  except  for  repairing  purposes,  for  ten  and  four  years 
respectively,  and  it  was  held  that  they  were  rightly  rateable  as 
being  in  occupation  of  the  land  over  which  they  floated,  and  also 

1  22  L.  J.,  M.  C.  U  ;  1  E.  &  B.  150;  3  Q.  B.  350  ;  18  L.  T.  601  :  32  J.  P. 
20  L.  T.,  O.  S.  11)0;  17  J.  1\  24;  cf.  294;  and  Cory  v.  Churchwardens  of 
Castle,  pp.  286,  313.  Greenwich,  41  L.  J.,  M.  C.  142  ;  L.  R.,7 

2  Grant  v.  Local  Board  of  Dhtrict  of  C.  1\  499  ;  27  L.  T.  150. 

Oxford,  38  L.  J.,  M.  C.  39  ;  L.  K.,  *4  »  2  App.  0a*.  262  ;  46  L.  J.,  M.  C. 

Q.  B.  9  ;  19  L.  T.  378  ;  cf.  Wutkins  v.  273 ;  36  L.  T.  594  ;  41  J.  P.  709. 

Assessment  Committee,  of  Grarescnd  and  4  76  L.  T.  782  ;  cf.  Heg.  v.  Morrison 

Milton  Union,  37  L.  J.,  M.  C.  73  ;  L.  K.,  1  El.  &  BL  450. 
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that  the  occupation  of  the  land  was  enhanced  by  reason  of  their 
being  attached  and  used  in  connection  therewith. 

In  determining  the  rateability  of  certain  wharves,  it  was  held  Wharves. 
in  Reg.  v.  Doxdais  Iron  Co.,1  that  certain  wharfage  dues  were  to 
be  taken  into  account  in  addition  to  the  rent  of  the  wharves 
themselves. 

"  Anchorage  and  beaconage  tolls  "  have  been  held  to  be  rate-  Anchorage 
able  as  connected  with  the  use  of  the  soil.3 

The  non-rateability  of  public  lighthouses  is  provided  for  by  Lighthouses 
sect.  781  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894  (57  &  58  Vict.  c.  60) .»  ^use^toUs. 
This  exemption  does  not,  however,  apply  to  lighthouses  belong-  57  *  58  Vict 
ing  to  or  under  the  control  of  private  authorities,  the  occupier  of 
which  is  rateable  in  respect  of  the  annual  value  of  the  lighthouse 
machine*!/,  &c,  but  not  in  respect  of  the  tolls.4 

The  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  had  a  statutory  right 
to  levy,  inter  alia,  light-dues  so  fixed  that.,  with  other  receipts 
applicable  to  conservancy  purposes,  the  receipts  must  not  exceed 
the  expenditure  on  those  purposes,  so  that  no  profit  could  accrue 
to  the  board  in  respect  of  the  lighthouses,  and  they  owned,  as 
part  of  their  conservancy  apparatus,  a  tower  used  as  a  light- 
house, a  telegraph  station,  and  houses  near  the  tower  inhabited 
by  their  lightkeepers  and  workmen.  It  was  held  that  the 
board  were  not  liable  to  be  rated  in  respect  of  the  tower,  inasmuch 
as  its  use  was  so  limited  by  statute  that  no  profit  could  arise 
therefrom  and  there  could  be  no  beneficial  occupation  of  it  by  any 
tenant ;  but  that  they  were  liable  to  be  rated  in  respect  of  the 
adjoining  houses,  in  estimating  the  value  of  which  the  fact  of  their 
proximity  to  the  lighthouse  tower  ought  to  be  taken  into  account.3 

Where  rivers  have  been  entrusted  by  Acts  of  Parliament  to  Rivers, 
companies  or  trustees  for  the  purposes  of  improving  the  navigation, 

1  10  B.  k  S.  208,  n. ;  cf.  Sutton  liar-  "  ments  or  writings  used  by  or  under 
hour  v.  Plymouth  Union,  63  L.  T.  772  ;  u  the  direction  of  any  of  the  general 
55  J.  P.  232.  .   "  lighthouse  authorities  or  of  the  Board 

2  Beg,  v.  Durham,  Earl  of,  28  L.  J.,  "  of  Trade  in  carrying  on  those  services, 
M.  C.  232  ;  2  E.  &  E.  230  ;  1  L.  T.  30.  "  shall   be    exempted  from  all  public, 

8  This  section  is  as  follows : — "  All  "  parochial  and  local  taxes,  dues,  and 

"  lighthouses,  buoys,  beacons,  and   all  "  rates  of  every  kind." 

"  light  dues,  and  other  rates,  fees,  or  4  Bex  v.  Bthotoe,  Cowp.  583  ;  Cald. 

41  payments  accruing  or  forming  part  of  155,  351 ;  S.  C,  Lofft,  77 ;  Const.  142, 

u  the  Mercantile  Marine  Fund,  and  all  pi.  177  ;  Nolan's  Poor  Law,  vol.  i.  p.  99 ; 

"premises  or  property  belonging  to  or  cf.  Ilex  v.  Tynemouth,  12  East,  46;  11 

4;  occupied  by  any  of  the  general  light-  B.  R.  328  ;  Ilex  v.  Coke,  5  B.  &  C.  797  ; 

•*  house  authorities  or  by  the  Board  of  29  K.  K.  408. 

"  Trade,  which  are  used  or  applied  for  *  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board 

"  the  purposes  of  any  of  the  services  for  v.  LUinellan  (Overseer*),  54  L.  J.,  Q.  B. 

"  which  these  dues,  rates,  fees,  and  pay-  49  ;  14  Q.  B.  D.  770  ;  52  L.  T.  118  ;  33 

44  meuts  are  received,  and  all  instru-  "VV.  B.  97  ;  49  J.  P.  164. 
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Ferries. 


the  proprietors  have'been  held  not  rateable1  unless  the  incorpora- 
ting Act  actually  vests  the  soil  in  them ;  but  in  such  case  the? 
are  rateable  in  a  parish  through  which  the  navigation  passes— 
though  no  riverage  dues  are  receivable  in  the  parish — in  pro- 
portion to  their  profits  upon  the  whole  navigation.2    The  occupier 
of  a  house  as  surveyor  under  the  trustees  of  the  Lee  Navigation  has 
been  held  liable  for  poor's  rate  although  by  Act  of  Parliament  the 
tolls  are  exempted  from  being  rated  and  the  trustees  have  no 
beneficial  interest  but  act  for  the  public.3    Where  the  commis- 
sioners of  a  navigation  having  borrowed  28,000/.  on  mortgage, 
and,  in  virtue  of  their  incorporating  Acts,  let  the  navigation  for 
ninety-nine  years  to  a  lessee  who  undertook  to  make  certain 
advances  and  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  28,00W.,  it  was  held — on 
appeal  against  a  rate  laid  upon  the  lessee  in  respect  of  the  navi- 
gation— that  the  interest  was  in  substance  a  rent,  and  that  the 
rate  ought  to  be  calculated  upon  it.4      In  the  recent  case  of  Don- 
caster  Union  v.  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Railicay  Co.1 
it  was  held  that  where  the  predecessors  in  title  of  a  railway  com- 
pany were  empowered  by  statute  to  scour,  enlarge,  and  deepen, 
and  otherwise  to  improve  the  navigation  of  a  river,  and  to  make  a 
towing-path,  the  company  are  not  in  occupation  of  the  bed  of  the 
river,  but  have  merely  an  easement ;  nor  is  the  ownership  or 
exclusive  occupation  of  the  towing-path  vested  in  them.     They  are 
not,  therefore,  rateable  in  respect  either  of  the  bed  of  the  river  or 
of  the  towing-path. 

The  lessee  and  occupier  of  an  ancient  and  exclusive  ferry,  not 
being  an  inhabitant  resiant  within  the  township  in  which  one  of 
the  termini  of  the  ferry  is  situated,  is  not  liable  to  be  rated  there 
for  any  share  of  the  tolls  of  such  ferry ;  for  supposing  a  ferry  to  be 
real  property,  it  is  not  such  real  property  as  is  mentioned  in  the 
statute  48  Eliz.  c.  2,  the  occupancy  of  which  subjects  the  party  to 
the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  place.6 


1  Rex  v.  Mersey  and  Irtoell  Naviga- 
tion, 9  B.  &  C.  95  ;  32  R.  R.  591  ;  Rex 
v.  Tlwma*,  9  B.  &  C.  114  ;  32  R.  R.  601 ; 
Rem  v.  Aire  and  C alder  Navigation,  9 
B.  &  C.  820  ;  33  R.  R.  344  ;  8  B.  &  Ad. 
139  ;  37  R.  R.  363,  508  ;  Bruce  v.  Willis, 
11  A.  &  E.  463  ;  9  L.  J.,  M.  C.  43. 

2  Rex  v.  Portmore  {Earl),  1  D.  &  B. 
422  ;  1  B.  &  C.  651  ;  25  R.  R.  505. 

8 v.  Armstrong  and    others,   2 

Stark.  543. 

*  Rex  v.  Chaplin,  1  B.  k  Ad.  926 ;  9 
L.  J.  (O.  S.),  M.  C.  121. 


*  71  L.  T.585,  H.  L.  (E.)  ;  6  R.  280; 
see  judgment  of  Lord  Herschell,  L.  C. 
6  R.,  pp.  282—284,  and  cf.  Manchester, 
Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire.  Rly.  Co.  v. 
Doncaster  Union,  69  L.  T.  350  ;  57  J.  P. 
792  ;  R*x  v.  Mersey  and  Iricell  Naviga- 
tion Co.,  9  B.  &  C.  95  ;  32  R.  R.  591  : 
Badger  v.  S.  Yorkshire  Railway  and 
River  Bun  Navigation,  1  El.  &  El.  347 : 
28  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  188  ;  Bruce  v.  Willis,  V 
A.  &  E.  463. 

6  Rsx  v.  Nicholson,  12  East,  330 :  H 
R.  R.  39«. 
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So,  too,  the  owner  of  a  ferry  residing  in  a  different  parish,  but 
taking  the  profits  of  the  ferry  on  the  spot  by  his  servants  and 
agents,  has  been  held  not  rateable  for  such  tolls  in  the  parish 
where  they  were  so  collected,  and  where  one  of  the  termini  of  the 
ferry  was  'situated,  and  on  which  shore  the  ferry  boats  were 
secured  by  means  of  a  post  in  the  ground — the  soil  itself  at  the 
landing-places  being  the  king's  common  highway,  and  the  owner 
of  the  ferry  having  no  property  in  or  exclusive  possession  of  it.1 

In  Reg.  v.  North  and  South  Shields  Ferry  Company,2  where  a  Beg.  v.  North 
company  was  authorized 8  to  maintain  a  ferry  across  the  Tyne,  shields  Ferry 
and  to  erect  ferry  houses,  landing-places,  &c.  on  either  side  and  Co- 
were  rated  to  the  poor  on  the  north  side,  as  occupiers  of  a  "  ferry 
"  landing  and  tolls,"  in  a  sum  including  half  the  net  value  of  the 
tolls,  it  was  held  that  the  tolls  could  not  be  rated  directly  as  being 
connected  with  real  property  occupied  in  the  township,  and  thus 
ceasing  to  be  incorporeal,  or  indirectly  as  profits  of  land  ;  but  that 
the  land  should  not  be  rated  at  its  value  as  land  merely,  but  on 
an  estimate  of  the  rent  from  its  being  available  for  earning  tolls, 
and  also  that  the  rateable  value  could  not  be  ascertained  by 
dividing  the  profits  in  proportion  of  the  land  occupied  in  the  two 
townships,  and  the  length  of  transit.4 


The  right  of  fishery  was  not  formerly  rateable  at  common 
law,  unless  connected  with  the  use  of  the  land ; 6  but  now,  by 
87  &  88  Vict  c.  54,6  s.  6,  it  is  enacted  as  follows  : — 

1.  Where  any  right  of  fowling,  or  of  shooting,  or  of  taking  or 
killing  game  or  rabbits,  or  of  fishing  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  a 
right  of  sporting),  is  severed  from  the  occupation  of  the  land,  and 
is  not  let,  and  the  owner  of  such  right  receives  rent  for  the  land, 
the  said  right  shall  not  be  separately  valued  or  rated,  but  the 


1  William*-*.  Jones,  12  East,  346  ;  11 
It.  R.  411 ;  and  cf.  judgment  of  Lord 
Ellenborough  in  Ilex  v.  NichoUon,  12 
East,  341;  11  R.  R.  398. 

2  1  E.  &  B.  140  ;  22  L.  J.,  M.  C.  9;  7 
Rail.  Cas.  849;  20  L.  T.,  0.  S.  89  ;  17 
J.  P.  21. 

8  By  10  Geo.  IV.  c.  98. 

*  Cf.  as  to  ferries,  Castle,  pp.  293— 
297.  Mr.  Castle  remarks  that  "in  all 
"  these  cases  of  ferries,  the  passengers, 
"&c.,  appear  to  have  been  carried  in 
"  boats  worked  by  wind  or  steam,  or  by 
"  hand  freely  over  the  surface  of  the 
44  water.  The  cases  where  the  ferry  is 
14  worked  by  means  of  ropes  or  chains 
;  lying  on  the  bed  of  the  river,  do  not 


14  seem  to  have  been  brought  before  the 
44  Court.  The  distinction  between  the 
44  two  seems  to  be  similar  to  that  bc- 
44  tween  a  carriage  driving  freely  over  a 
44  road,  and  a  tramway  car  that  travels 
44  along  the  rails  laid  down  for  that 
44  particular  purpose ;  if  this  be  so,  the 
44  question  of  the  rateability  of  a  ferry 
4t  so  worked  would  probably  be  decided 
44  upon  the  same  principle  as  the  tram- 
44  way  cases  : "  p.  296. 

*  See  Castle,  pp.  3,  491,  492 ;  Ilex  v. 
Ellis,  1  M.  k  S.  652. 

6  An  Act  to  amend  the  law  respecting 
the  liability  and  valuation  of  certain 
property  for  the  purposes  of  rates. 
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gross  and  rateable  value  of  the  land  shall  be  estimated  as  if  the 
said  right  were  not  severed ;  and  in  such  case,  if  the  rateable 
value  is  increased  by  reason  of  its  being  so  estimated,  but  not 
otherwise,  the  occupier  of  the  land  may  (unless  he  has  specifi- 
cally contracted  to  pay  such  rate  in  the  event  of  an  increase) 
deduct  from  his  rent  such  portion  of  any  poor  or  other  local 
rate  as  is  paid  by  him  in  respect  of  such  increase ;  and  even- 
assessment  committee,  on  the  application  of  the  occupier,  shall 
certify  in  the  valuation  list,  or  otherwise,  the  fact  and  amount  of 
such  increase. 

2.  Where  any  right  of  sporting,  when  severed  from  the  occu- 
pation of  the  land,  is  let,  either  the  owner  or  the  lessee 
thereof,  according  as  the  persons  making  the  rate  determine, 
may  be  rated  as  the  occupier  thereof. 

8.  Subject  to  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  section,  the 
owner  of  any  right  of  sporting,  when  severed  from  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  land,  may  be  rated  as  the  occupier  thereof. 

4.  For  the  purposes  of  this  section,  the  person  who,  if  the 
right  of  sporting  is  not  let,  is  entitled  to  exercise  the  right,  or 
who,  if  the  right  is  let,  is  entitled  to  receive  the  rent  for  the 
same,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  owner  of  the  right. 

In  Reg.  v.  Smith,1  commissioners  were  empowered  by  a  local 
fishery  Act,  passed  for  the  preservation  and  increase  of  salmon, 
to  raise  a  rate  from  every  owner  of  a  fishery  in  a  large  district 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Act.  The  appellant  was  tenant  of  a 
fishery,  for  which  he  paid  a  rent  of  805/.,  and  a  rate  of  61/.  to 
the  commissioners;  and  it  was  held  that  in  ascertaining  the 
rateable  value  of  his  property,  the  amount  of  the  rate  should  be 
deducted,  for  that  it  was  an  "  expense  necessary  to  maintain  the 
"  property  in  a  state  to  command  such  rent,"  and  so  allowed  to 
be  deducted  under  sect.  1  of  the  Parochial  Assessment  Act,  1884. 

Canals.  A  canal  company  is  rateable  in  each  and  every  parish  through 

Exemption  of  which  its  canal  passes  as  an  occupier  of  land  covered  with  water." 
in  certain  Certain  Canal  Acts,  passed  at  the  time  when  such  undertakings 

were  chiefly  begun,  contained  provisions  partially  exempting  such 
canals,  in  so  far  that  they  made  "  the  rateability  of  the  lands 
"  taken  for  the  canal  independent  of  the  profits  of  the  under- 
"  taking  generally,  by  enacting  that  such  lands  are  to  be  rated 

1  55  L.  J.,  M.  C.  4r.l :  54  L.  T.  431  ;  50  s  Hex  v.  Trent  andMer*ey  CantlM"' 

J.  P.  215.  k  R.  752 ;  1  B.  k  C.  545. 
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"  as  other  lands  in  the  parish."1  And  hence  it  was  held,  that 
companies  so  exempted  were  not  liable  to  be  rated  for  the  land 
used  for  the  purposes  of  the  canal  according  to  its  improved 
value,  but  in  the  same  proportion  as  other  lands  lying  near 
should  be  rated,  and  as  the  same  lands  would  be  rateable  in  case 
the  same  were  the  property  of  individuals  in  their  natural 
capacity.8 

With  regard  to  the  question  of   the  value  of  "  the  other  Value  of  ad- 
lands  "  "  lying  round/'  it  was  decided  in  Rex  v.  Monmouthshire  how  far  to* be 
Canal  Co.,9  that    the    canal   was    to    be   rated   at   the   value  considered. 
which  the  adjacent  lands  bore  at  the  time  of  the  rate,  and 
not  at  their  value  at  the  commencement  of  the  undertaking, 
nor  at  that  which  they  would  have  borne  at  the  time  if  the 
canal  had   not  been  made,  and  their  value  thus  considerably 
increased. 

In  ascertaining  the  value  of  adjoining  lands,  where  such  land 
has  been  covered  for  the  most  part  with  buildings,  it  was  held  by 
Lord  Ellenborough  in  Rex  v.  Grand  Junction  Canal*  and  Lord 
Campbell  and  Erie,  J.,  in  Reg.  v.  Gi'and  Junction  Canal,5  that 
the  land  should  be  rated  as  other  lands  would  be,  supposing 
them  not  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  canal,  but  to  have 
remained  in  the  hands  of  individual  farmers  for  ordinary  agricul- 
tural purposes.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  laid  down  by 
Cockburn,  C.  J.  in  Reg.  v.  Glamorganshire  Canal,6  that  the  true 
criterion  is  what  a  tenant  from  year  to  year  would  give  for  the 
adjoining  land  increased  in  value  by  buildings,  together  with  the 
adjoining  lands  of  other  descriptions,  the  different  lands  being 
brought  into  hotchpot,  so  that  the  canal  would  be  rated  accord- 
ing to  the  aggregate  value  of  the  adjoining  lands  at  the  time  the 
rate  was  made7 ;  but  in  the  cases  of  Grand  Junction  Canal  Co.  v. 
Hemel  Hempstead,  and  Grand  Junction  Canal  Co.  v.  King's 
Langley,*  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  followed  the  opinion  of 


1  Brx  v.  St.  Peter  the  Great,  5  B.  & 
C.  473 ;  The  King  v.  Regent*  Canal,  6 
B.  &  C.  720 ;  Hex  v.  Chelmer  and  Black- 
water  Navigation,  2  B.  &  Aid.  14 ;  36 
R.  R.  447;  Hex  v.  Oxford  Navigation 
t\>.,  6  D.  &  R.  86 ;  28  R.  R.  216  ;  36 
L.  J.,  O.  8.,  K.  B.  168  ;  Bex  v.  Trent 
and  Mersey  Canal,  2  D.  &  R.  752  ;  1  B. 
&  C.  545 ;  Bex  v.  Grand  Junction  Canal, 
1  B.  &  Aid.  289  ;  19  R.  R.  316 ;  Castle, 
pp.  219,  220. 

2  Begent's  Canal  v.  Hendon  Overseers, 

L.W. 


6  El.  &  Bl.  852  :  3  Jur.,  N.  S.  208. 
8  3  A.  &  E.  619. 
*  1  B.  &  Aid.  289  :  19  R.  R.  316. 

5  7  W.  R.  597. 

6  3  E.  &  E.  186  ;  29  L.  J.,  M.  C.  238. 

7  See  Castle,  pp.  221—224. 

8  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B.  173 ;  40  L.  J.,  M.  C. 
25  ;  24  L.  T.  228  ;  cf.  Bex  v.  Dudley 
Canal  Co.,  7  D.  &  R.  66  ;  Warwick  and 
Birmingham  Canal  Co.  v.  Birmingham 
Union,  27  L.  T.  487. 
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Regent's 
Canal  ▼.  St. 
Pancras. 


Canal  tolls 
were  ori- 
ginally held 


Lord  Campbell,  and  the  same  principle  was  affirmed  in  the 
more  recent  case  of  Regent's  Canal  Co.  v.  St.  Pancras  Assessment 
Committee.1  There  the  Canal  Company's  Act  provided  that  the 
lands  of  the  company,  whether  covered  with  water  or  not,  and 
also  all  dwelling-houses,  wharves,  warehouses,  lock-houses,  and 
other  houses  of  the  company,  should  be  rateable — the  lands 
according  to  their  quantity  and  quality,  and  the  dwelling-houses, 
&c,  according  to  the  nature  and  respective  uses,  dimensions,  and 
descriptions  thereof  ;  and  should  be  charged  and  assessed  in  like 
manner  as  lands  of  a  like  quality,  and  dwelling-houses,  &&,  of  a 
like  and  similar  size,  nature,  dimension  or  description  in  the 
respective  parishes  where  the  same  should  be  situate,  were,  or 
should  be,  assessed  or  charged.  The  lands  adjoining  the  canal 
were  all  built  upon,  and  the  assessment  committee  assumed  the 
area  occupied  by  the  canal  and  towing-path  to  be  covered  bj 
buildings  similar  in  rateable  value  to  the  buildings  adjoining  the 
canal,  allowing  for  necessary  roads,  access,  &c,  and  then  took  a 
proportionate  part  of  such  rateable  value  as  representing  the 
rateable  value  of  the  lands  so  covered  as  distinguished  from  the 
buildings,  but  it  was  held,  that  the  canal  ought  to  be  rated  in 
like  manner  as  land  of  the  like  quality  in  the  parish  uncovered 
with  buildings,  the  value  of  which  might  be  increased  from  time 
to  time  by  circumstances. 

By  sect.  38  of  8  &  4  Wm.  IV.  c.  90,  the  owners  and  occupiers 
of  houses,  buildings,  and  property  (other  than  land)  rateable  to  the 
relief  of  the  poor  in  any  parish,  shall  be  rated  at,  and  pay  a  rate, 
in  the  pound  three  times  greater  than  that  which  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  land  shall  be  rated  at  and  pay  for  the  purposes  of 
this  Act.  In  Reg.  v.  Neath  Canal  Co:2  the  appellants  were 
possessed  of  a  canal  and  towing-path,  bridges,  and  a  dry  dock, 
lined  with  masonry,  used  for  repairing  the  canal  boats,  and 
it  was  held  that  "  property  "  meant  things  ejusdem  generis  with 
houses  and  buildings,  and  did  not  include  a  canal  and  towing- 
path  ;  that  the  bridges  and  dry  dock  were  accessories  to  the  canal, 
and  must  be  considered  part  thereof ;  and  that  the  whole  ought 
to  be  rated  as  land. 

It  was  formerly  held,  that  canal  tolls  were  rateable  per  se, 
and  not  as  part  of  the  profits  arising  from  the  occupation  of  the 


i  8  Q.  B.  D.  73  ;  47  L.  J.,  M.  C.  375  ; 
37  L.  T.  637  ;  cf.  Birmingham  Canal 
Navigation  v.    Birmingham  Overseers, 


19  L.  T.  811. 

3  L.  R..  6  Q.  B.  707  ;  40  L.  J.,  M.  C. 
193. 
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soil,  and,   therefore,  were   rateable    in  the  parish  where  they  rateable 
became  due,  that  is,  where  the  voyage  terminated.1  i*r*e; 

This  rule  was,  however,  completely  reversed  by  the  case  of  but  now  arc 
Rex  v.  Nicholson,2  above  mentioned,  where  it  was  decided  that  able  since, 
tolls  detached  altogether  from  local  real  property  are  not  rate- 
able per  se.  In  Rex  v.  Milton*  where  certain  tonnage  dues  were 
payable  in  respect  of  goods  carried  along  a  line  of  river  naviga- 
tion, extending  through  several  parishes,  which  were  landed  at 
a  wharf  locally  situate  within  the  parish  of  £. ;  it  was  held  that 
a  rate  on  the  proprietor  of  those  dues  for  their  whole  amount  in 
the  parish  of  B.,  stated  to  be  for  river  tonnage,  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  a  rate  upon  that  part  of  the  river  locally  situate  within 
the  parish  of  B.,  but  as  a  rate  upon  the  parts  of  the  river  situate 
as  well  within  as  without  the  parish,  and  that  it  could  not 
therefore  be  supported. 

These  decisions  in  Hex  v.  Nicholson  and  Rex  v.  Milton  were 
confirmed  by  Rex  v.  Palmer*  which  decided  that  the  proprietors 
of  an  inland  navigation  are  rateable  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  in 
every  parish  through  which  the  navigation  passes,  as  occupiers 
of  the  land  situate  in  each  parish  used  for  the  purposes  of  the 
navigation ;  and,  therefore,  that  where  the  proprietors  of  such 
a  navigation  which  extended  through  different  parishes,  were 
rated  in  one  for  the  entire  amount  of  their  tolls,  the  rate  could 
not  be  supported. 

The  principles  here  laid  down  now  appear  to  apply  equally  to 
cases  where  the  payments  are  made  irrespective  of  distance.5 

Where  a  canal  runs  through  several  parishes,  a  rate  in  one 
should  be  in  proportion  to  the  earnings  in  that  parish,  not  in 
proportion  to  the  length  of  the  canal  there.6 

The  proprietors  of  a  canal  navigation  are  in  general,  and 
where  there  is  no  Act  of  Parliament  directing  otherwise,  to  be 

1  Rex  v.  Cardinqton,  12  Cowp.  581  ; 
Hex  v.  Page,  4  T.  R.  543  ;  2  R.  R.  454 : 
1  Nolan's  Poor,  p.  107,  S.  C. ;  Hex  v. 
A  ire  and  Caldvr  Xa  rigation,  2  T.  R.  660  ; 
1  R.  R.  579  ;  Hex  v.  Staffordshire  and 
Worcestershire  Canal,  8*  T.  U.  340  ;  4 
R.  R.  683 ;  Hex  v.  Leed*  and  Liverpool 
Canal,  5  East,  325  ;  Hex  v.  St.  Man/*, 
Leicester,  6  M.  k  S.  400  ;  36  11.  R.  452  ; 
Hex  v.  Odder  and  Jlebble.  Xa  rigation 
Co.,  1  B.  &  Aid.  263  ;  cf.  Woolrych,  Law 
of  Water,  p.  329 ;  Castle,  Law  of  Rating, 
pp.  205  et  xeq. 

2  12  East,  330 ;  11  R.  R.  398  ;  see 
ante,  p.  606. 


8  3  B.  &  Aid.  112  ;  22  R.  R.  317  ;  cf. 
Rex  v.  Odder  and  Jlebble  Xacigation, 
1  B.  &  Ad.  263.  It  was  also  held  that 
41  Geo.  III.  c.  23,  s.  1,  does  not  give 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench  the  power  of 
amending  a  poor  rate. 

*  1  B.  &  C.  546  ;  25  R.  R.  502. 

5  See  Castle,  Law  of  Rating,  pp.  214, 
216  ;  Hex  v.  Oxford  Canal,  4  B.  &  C.  74  ; 
28  R.  R.  216  ;  Hex  v.  Oxford  Canal,  10  B. 
&  C.  113  ;  Reg.  v.  Ki ng*wi nford,  7  B.  & 
C.  236  ;  31  R.  R.  181. 

6  Rex  v.  Chaplin,  1  B.  &  A.  926 ;  9 
L.  J.,  0.  S.,  M.  C.  12. 
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rated  in  proportion  to  the  profits  derived  from  the  use  of  that 
part  of  the  canal  situate  within  the  parish  for  which  the  rate 
is  imposed.1 
Lock  dues.  In  Rex  v.  Cardington*  mentioned  above,  the  grantee  of  the 

right  of  navigation  of  the  River  Ouse  between  Erith  and  Bed- 
ford, was  held  rateable  to  the  poor  in  the  parish  of  Cardington, 
in  respect  of  the  tolls  arising  from  a  sluice  erected  there, 
though  he  himself  resided  elsewhere,  and  the  tolls  were 
collected  in  another  parish.  Commenting  on  this  case  in 
Rex  v.  Nicholson*  Lord  Ellen  borough  said:  "The  rate  was 
"  specifically  upon  the  sluices,  on  that  which  was  local  and 
"  visible  property,  and  producing  profit  within  the  parish  ; 
"  and  all  the  cases  where  tolls  have  been  held  rateable,  when 
"  they  are  examined,  will  be  found  to  have  proceeded  on  that 

"  ground." 

This  principle  appears  to  hold  good  with  regard  to  lock  dues 
which  have  been  decided  "  to  be  a  local  earning,  and  to  be  locally 
"  rateable."  4 

In  Rex  v.  Macdonald,*  this  question  came  under  consideration. 
Where  an  Act  of  Parliament  empowered  the  Duke  of  Bridge- 
water  to  erect  a  lock  upon  the  Rochdale  Canal,  and  to  receive  at 
such  lock  certain  rates  or  tolls  upon  goods  in  vessels  navigated 
from  that  canal  into  his  own,  as  a  compensation  for  the  profits 
arising  to  him  from  certain  wharves  at  Manchester,  which  were 
sacrificed  for  the  public  benefit  in  that  navigation,  it  was  held 
that  a  poor's  rate  on  his  trustees  and  occupiers  of  the  "  Bochdale 
"  canal,  lock,  tunnel  dues  or  rates "  (which  rates  or  dues  are 
only  other  names  for  the  lock  rated  therewith)  is  good,  though 
the  trustees  were  found  not  to  be  iphabitants  of  the  township 
for  which  the  rate  was  made. 

A  more  recent  decision  is  that  of  Rex  v.  Lower  Mitton*  where 
lock  dues  were  expressly  held  locally  rateable.  There  a  canal 
company  were  empowered  by  their  Act  to  take  lock  dues  at  tiro 
of  their  locks  in  lieu  of  making  a  mileage  charge,  as  they  were 
entitled  to,  of  ll|rf.  a  ton;  and  the  Court  held,  that  the  annual 
profits  of  the  locks  were  to  be  considered  for  the  purposes  of  the 
poor  rate  to  have  been  produced  in  that  parish  where  the  locks 

1  Ilex  v.  Dudley   Canal    Xangatum  4  See  Cast ic,  pp.  215 — 217. 

Proprirtor*,    1  M.  k  Rv.  20  ;  9  It.  &  C.  *  12  East.  824  :  11  11.  R.  396. 

810  ;  8  L.  J.,  O.  S.,  M.  0,  :>7.  *  9  R.  &  C.  S10  ;  \  M.  &  R.  711 ;  33 

-  2  Cowp.  581.  R.  R.  837. 

3  12  East,  841  ;  11  R.  R.  898. 
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were  situate,  and  not  in  the  several  parishes  through  which  the 
canal  passed. 

"Trade  profits,,,  says  Mr.  Castle,1  "unlike  stock-in-trade,  Trade  profits. 
"  nefaer  were  rateable  j>er  se,  even  where  personal  property  was 
"  rated.  But  in  the  valuation  of  property,  its  capability  for 
"  earning  profits  of  trade  is  an  element  of  value  that  can 
"  never  be  entirely  eliminated  :  .  .  .  .  hence  when  they 
"  improve  the  value  of  the  occupation  they  must  be  taken  into 
"  account." 

The  trade  profits  of  a  canal  company  arise  from  their  duties 
as  carriers.  In  Hex  v.  Trustees  of  Duke  of  Bridgewater*  it  was 
held  that  the  proprietors  of  a  canal  were  rateable  for  the  sum 
at  which  it  would  let,  and  not  for  their  gross  receipts  minus 
their  expenses.  "  I  lay  out  of  consideration,"  said  Bayley,  J., 
"  the  fact  of  the  trustees  being  carriers,  because  their  occupa- 
"  tion  only  is  to  be  considered.  The  profits  of  carrying  goods 
"  are  the  profits  of  their  trade.  The  tonnage  is  the  profit  of  the 
"  land  occupied  by  them.  The  other  sums  received  by  them 
"  constitute  the  profits  of  their  trade." 

With  regard  to  deductions,  it  may  be  noted  that  while  the 
expenses  of  collecting  tolls,  of  repairs  of  banks,  and  of  supplying 
water  ("  all  expenses  incurred  in  repairing  that  part  of  the  canal 
"in  that  parish"),  must  be  deducted  from  the  sum  paid  for 
poor  rate,3  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  held  by  Lord 
Campbell,  C.  J.,  in  Reg.  v.  Coventry  Canal*  that  the  expenses 
of  maintaining  locks  do  not  come  under  the  head  of  local 
expenses. 

Where  there  is  a  profitable  occupation  of  a  public  highway  by  Water  com- 
private  persons  or  companies,  the  occupiers  are  rateable,  though  pan  * 
they  have  no  property  in  the  soil.     But  where  a  profit  is  made, 
it  is  not  rateable  unless  it  is  an  incident  of  the  occupation  of 
land,  even  if  the  person  receiving  such  profit  is  the  owner  of 
the  soil. 

Hence  water  companies  are  rateable  for  the  land  occupied  by  rateable  for 

land  occupied 

i  Page  460.  cf.  1st  Ed.,  p.  400.     He  3  R*x  v.  Oxford  Canal,  10  B.  k  C.    by  their 

points  out  that  cauals  differ  from  rail-  163  ;  3  M.  &  K.  100.                                    worka,&c. 

ways  on  this  point,  in  that  the  latter  4  I  E.  &  E.  572;  28  L.  J.,  M.  C.  102. 

have  a  monopoly  of    carrying  traffic,  In  contradiction  a{farently  to  Htx  v. 

while  the  former  have  to  compete  with  Lower  Mitton,  9  B.  <fc  C.  68  ;  33  R.  R. 

the  public.   Ct.Ih'g.v.Lajiley  O  renter*,  337;  and  Bex  v.  Macdontild,  12  East, 

i)  B.  &  S.  568.  324  ;  11  R.  R.  396  ;  cf.  on  the  subject, 

2  9  B.  &i  C.  68  ;  7  L.  J..  O.  S.,  M.  C.  Castle,  pp.  172—177. 

81  ;  32  R.  R.  574. 
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their  pipes,  mains,1  and  reservoirs,9  and  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works  were  held  rateable  for  their  engine-houses,  pumping 
stations,  and  wharves,  though  not  for  their  sewers,  which  are  not 
the  subject  of  beneficial  occupation.8 

In  Reg.  v.  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Co.*  a  waterworks 
company  had  works  extending  over  many  parishes.  All  the 
works  were  in  use  for  the  supply  of  their  customers,  but  they 
were  in  excess  of  the  existing  requirements  of  the  company, 
and  were  created  for  and  adapted  to  an  increased  supply  in 
future  years.  In  the  calculation  by  which  the  rateable  value  of 
the  mains  and  service  pipes  in  one  of  the  parishes  supplied 
was  to  be  arrived  at,  it  was  held  that  the  whole  of  the  works 
being  used  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  water  as  a  source  of 
profit,  the  whole  of  the  capital  expenditure  must  be  taken  into 
account,  and  not  merely  so  much  as  would  have  sufficed 
to  provide  the  existing  supply ;  and  also  that  the  deduction  to 
be  made  in  respect  of  the  rates  which  the  hypothetical  tenant 
would  have  to  pay,  is  the  amount  of  the  rates  that  would  be 
payable  on  the  sum  at  which  the  works  ought  to  be  assessed,  and 
not  necessarily  the  rates  based  on  the  existing  valuation  list. 

In  Talargoch  Mining  Co.  v.  St.  Asaph  Union  ^  where  the 
owners  of  a  lead  mine  diverted  a  stream  from  its  natural  course 
into  an  artificial  watercourse  passing  to  the  machinery  con- 
nected with  the  mine,  paying  the  owners  of  the  stream  for  its 
diversion,  and  paying  small  sums  for  the  occupation  of  the 
land;  it  was  held  that  they  were  rateable  in  respect  of  the 
occupation  of  the  watercourse  at  the  full  value  of  the  land 
enhanced  by  its  capacity  for  carrying  water,  and  that  the  stream 
was  not  exempt  by  its  connection  with  a  lead  mine,  which  is  not 
rateable  under  48  Eliz.  c.  2. 


1  Atkins  v.  Darix,  Cald.  325  ;  Rex  v. 
Bath,  14  East,  609 ;  13  R.  R.  333  ;  Rex 
v.  Cfielsea  Waterworks  5  B.  &  Aid.  156  ; 
2  L.  J.,  M.  C.  98  :  39  K.  R.  43S  ;  Bex  v. 
Rochdale  Waterworks  1  M.  &  S.  634  ; 
Reg.  v.  West  Middlesex  Waterworks,  1 
E.  &  E.  716  ;  20  L.  J.,  M.  C.  135  :  cf. 
Castle,  pp.  337—339. 

-  Bex  v,  Bath,  14  East,  609  ;  13  R.  R. 
333. 

3*L.  R.,  4  Q.  B.  15  ;  9  B.  k  S.  937  :  38 
L.  J.,  M.  C.  24  ;^ew  Birer  Co.  v.  St. 
Pa?id'as  Vextry,  45  J.  l\  75  ;  Bey.  v. 
Holme  Reservoirs  Directors.  10  \\ .  R. 
734  ;  Sheffield  United  Gaslight  Co.  v. 
Sheffield  Overseers,  4  B.  fc  S.  135  ;  32 
L.  J.,  M.  C.  169  ;  8  L.  T.  692. 


<  16  Q.  B.  D.  359  ;  55  L.  J.,  M.  C.  S8  ; 
54  L.  T.  782  :  50  J.  P.  20,  C.  A. 

5  L.  R.,  3  Q.  B.  478 ;  9  B.  &  S.  210 : 
37  L.  J.,  M.  C.  149 ;  cf.  Rex  v.  BiUan. 
5  B.  &  C.  851,  where  the  owner  and 
occupier  of  an  ironstone  mine,  who 
erected  an  engine  for  the  purjrase  of 
drawing  the  water  from  the  mine,  using 
it  for  no  other  purpose,  was  held  not 
rateable  for  the  engine. 

Rex  v.  Bilston  seems  to  be  much 
questioned  ;  see  Talargoch  Mi*i*f 
Cbmpany  v.  St.  Asaph  Union.  L.  R.,  3 
Q.  B.  478  ;  and  Reg.  v.  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works,  L.  R..  3  Q.  B.  15  ;  see 
Castle,  p.  437. 


RATES.  615 


Land,  the  value  of  which  is  exhanced  by  a  spring,  has  been  Value  of  land 

enhanced 
a  spring. 


held  rateable  to  the  poor  at  such  improved  value,  although  the  f1  ance     y 


New  River  Company,  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  the  spring, 
received  none  of  the  profits  in  the  parish,  nor  did  any  part  of 
such  profits  become  due  in  the  parish  where  the  land  lay.1 
Bayley,  J.,  said  :  "  I  think  it  is  clear  that  the  company  are  liable 
"  to  be  rated  for  the  spring,  which  is  part  of  the  produce  of  the 
"  land.  The  company  have  the  means  of  carrying  this  produce 
"  to  market,  where  it  affords  a  beneficial  return." 

The  question  of  the  mode  of  rating  a  whole  system  of  water-  Where  works 
works  extending  through  several  parishes   was  raised  in  Rex  trough 
v.  Bath,*  where   the  corporation  were  held  liable  to  be  rated  several 
for  the  springs,  and  for  the  reservoirs  made   by  them  in  the  pans  e8' 
parishes  of  Lydcomb  and  Widcomb,  as   for  land  occupied  by 
them,  which  reservoirs,  by  means  of  aqueducts  and  pipes  laid 
underground,  partly  in  the  same  parish  and  through  the  three 
adjacent  parishes  for  the  supply  of  the  city,  produced,  a  clear 
annual  profit  of  6001. ;  but  not  for  the  whole  of  the  entire  profit 
in  the  first-mentioned   parish,  in  which  the  springs  were  first 
collected  into  the  reservoirs,  a  proportion  of  such  entire  profit 
accruing  to  them  from  the  underground  aqueducts  and  pipes  laid 
into  the  soil  of  the  other   parishes,  in  respect  of  which  they 
were  to  be  considered  as  occupiers  of  land  yielding  annual 
profit  in  these  parishes. 

This  point  appears  to  have  been  satisfactorily  settled  by  the 
Case  of  Reg.  v.  Mile  End  Old  Town*  where  the  works  of  a  water 
company  extended  into  several  parishes,  and  consisted  of  two 
portions,  one  of  which,  being  the  service  pipes  which  delivered 
the  water  to  the  consumer,  was  directly  productive  of  profit; 
and  the  other,  consisting  of  reservoirs,  buildings,  &c,  indirectly 
conduced  to  such  production.  In  some  parishes  the  company 
had  no  works,  but  service  pipes,  and  it  was  held  that  the 
rateable  value  of  the  reservoirs,  buildings,  &c,  ought  to  be  first 
deducted  from  the  total  rateable  value,  and  distributed  among 
the  parishes  in  which  this  portion  of  the  works  was  situate, 
according  to  the  extent  of  such  works  in  each  parish ;  and  that 
the    residue    of    the    rateable    value    should    be    apportioned 

i  Rrx   v.  Xew  Hirer   Co.,  1  M.  &  8.  2  14    East,   609  ;    13  R.  R.  333.     Cf. 

503  ;  14  R.  It.  .">14.     Cf.  Hex  v.  Miller,  3  Chelsea  Watei-work*  v.  Putney  Orei'seers, 

Cowp.   619,   where    the   spring    was   a  3  El.  &  Bl.  108  ;  29  L.  J.,  M.  C.  236 ;  2 

mineral  spring  consumed  on  the  ground,  L.  T.  663  ;  6  Jur.,  N.  S.  940. 

and  not  conveyed  to  a  distance.  3  10  Q.  B.  208  ;  16  L.  J.,  M.  C.  184. 
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Vict.  c.  07. 


Urban  autho- 
rities and 
other  public 
bodies  supply- 
ing  water 


among  the  parishes  containing  the  service  pipes,  in  the  ratio  of 
the  net  profits  produced  in  each  of  those  parishes.1 

This  decision  was  followed  in  Reg.  v.  West  Middlesex,-  where 
the  cases  on  the  subject  were  fully  reviewed,  and  also  in  the 
recent  case  of    Liverpool  Corporation  v.  Lianfyllin     Union*  in 
which  it  was  held  that,  when  arriving  at  the  rateable  value  of  & 
reservoir  and  waterworks,  when  part  of  the  works  lie  outside  the 
parish  for  which  the  assessment  is  made,  the  reservoir  and 
waterworks  must  be  taken  as  integral  portions  of  the  undertaking, 
and  although  rateable  separately,  must  not,  for  the  purpose  of 
assessment,  be  valued  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  undertakings; 
and  also,  that  the  effective  capital  value  of  the  reservoir  and  works 
should  be  arrived  at  from  their  cost  as  a  basis,  and  so  that  by  a 
percentage  of  interest,  the  gross  rental  and  rateable  value  can 
be  arrived  at.     By  the  Acts  which  empowered  the  waterworks 
to  be  carried  out  the  corporation  had  made  roads  and  bridges, 
and  substituted  a  church  and  schools  and  a  vicarage  for  those 
submerged  by  the  lake,  and  it  was  held  on  appeal   that   the 
expense  incurred  in  carrying  out  these  operations  ought  to  be 
included  in  the  calculation  in  ascertaining  the  capital  value,  in 
order  to  arrive  at  the  rent  which  a  hypothetical  tenant  would  pay. 

Where  under  the  Valuation  of  Property  (Metropolis)  Act  (82  <k 
38  Vict.  e.  67),*  «.  43,  the  mains  and  pipes  of  a  waterworks 
company  have  been  inserted  in  the  quinquennial  valuation  list, 
a  supplemental  valuation  list  under  sects.  46,  47  may  be  made 
during  such  period  of  five  years,  so  as  to  include  an  increase  in 
the  value  of  the  same  mains  by  reason  of  their  having  been 
connected  with  newly-built  houses  since  the  date  of  the  last 
valuation.5 

It  remains  to  notice  the  rateability  of  bodies  such  as  urban 
authorities  and  the  like  who  purchase  waterworks,  or  are  em- 
powered to  provide  them  for  special  classes,6  the  question  in 


1  Beg.  v.  London  and  Situth  Western 
Bail.  Co.,  1  Q.  B.  558  ;  Beg.  v.  Grand 
Junction,  Bailtoay,  4  Q.  B.  18;  Beg.  v. 
Cambridge  Gas  Light  Co.,  8  A.  &  E.  73  ; 
47  R.  R.  490  :  Bex  v.  Sew  Birer  Co.,  1 
M.  ic  S.  503  ;  14  R.  R.  514  ;  Bex  v. 
Kingxwinford,  7  B.  &  C.  236 ;  31  R.  R. 
181  ;  Bex  v.  Woking,  4  A.  &  E.  40  ;  43 
B.  R.  280. 

*  28  L.  J.,  M.  C.  135.  See  judgment 
of  Wightman,  J. 

1  Lirrrpool  Cor/Htration  v.  Lianfyllin 
Assessment  Committee  and   Lbtnwddyn 


Ocerseers,  (1899)  2  Q.  B.  14  :  65  L.  J., 
Q.  B.  762  :  80  L.  T.  667  ;  63  J.  P.  452. 
0.  A. 

4  An  Act  to  provide  for  uniformity  in 
the  assessment  of  rateable  property  in 
the  Metropolis. 

*  Beg.  v.  Xeto  Birer  Co.,  L.  R.,  4 
Q.  B.  D.  309  ;  Beg.  v.  St.  Mary  Isling- 
ton Assessment  Committee,  4  Q.  B.  J). 
309 :  48  L.  JM  M.  C.  123  :  40  L.  T. 
322. 

6  Of.  ante.  Chap.  V.  p.  322  ;  Castle, 
Law  of  Rating,  pp.  359  et  seq. 
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these  cases  being  whether  the  fact  of  their  acting  expressly  on  rated 
behalf  of  the  public  entitles  them  to  any  exemption,  or  whether  pri^teumier- 
they  are  liable  to  be  rated  as  private  undertakers  or  bodies  of  takings,  but 

,         .  now  only 

adventurers.  with  refer- 

In  the  cases  of  The  Queen  v.  Churchwardens  of  Longtcood,1  The  ^f6^0  ^f 
Queen  v.  Kentmere,*  and  Reg.  v.  Township  of  Longwood,s  where  earned, 
certain  commissioners  were  empowered  by  the  provisions  of 
private  Acts  to  supply  townships  with  water,  the  latter  view 
appears  to  have  been  taken — viz.  that  they  should  be  rated  as  if 
the  works  had  been  a  private  undertaking :  in  the  two  cases 
about  to  be  noticed,  however,  a  different  decision  was  arrived  at. 

The  Mayor  of  Liverpool  v.  Overseers  of  Wavertree*  was  a  case  Mayor  of 

LiverDool  v 

in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  stated  under  12  d-  18  Vict  c.  45,  wavertw' 
8.  11.  It  appeared  that  by  certain  statutes  the  appellants  were 
empowered  to  supply  water  for  domestic  and  other  purposes 
within  certain  limits,  including  therein  the  borough  of  Liverpool. 
Pursuant  to  their  statutory  powers  they  maintained  waterworks 
in  the  township  of  Wavertree.  By  Liverpool  Corporation  Water- 
works Act,  1862,5  the  corporation  of  Liverpool  were  to  estimate 
and  fix  the  amount  of  money  necessary  for  defraying  the  costs, 
charges,  and  expenses  payable  out  of  the  Liverpool  water 
account  for  the  year  then  current,  and  were  to  fix  the  rate  in  the 
pound  at  which  the  domestic  water  rent  was  to  be  charged  at 
such  amount  as,  regard  being  had  to  the  several  sources  of 
revenue,  would  be  sufficient  in  the  aggregate  to  meet  the 
estimated  expenses  payable  out  of  the  water  account  for  the 
current  year.  The  corporation  were  limited  by  the  said  Act 
from  receiving  any  more  money  from  the  consumers  than  was 
requisite  to  pay  the  above-mentioned  expenses,  and  in  this 
respect  their  income  differed  from  that  of  an  ordinary  trading 
company,  inasmuch  as  it  did  not  necessarily  represent  the  full 
value  of  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  water  to  the  consumers. 
One  of  the  questions  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  was  whether, 
in  arriving  at  the  gross  annual  value  of  the  appellants'  water- 
works, the  respondents  ought  to  ascertain  the  gross  receipts 
which  the  appellants  might  derive  if  they  were  a  trading 
company  earning  a  profit  by  water  supply,  and  then  make  the 

1  13  Q.  B.  116  ;  IS  L.  J.,  M.  C.  f>5.  *  25&26  Vict.c.cvii.,s.  59 ;  Liverpool 

2  17  Q.  B.  551  ;  21  L.  J.,  M.  C.  18.  Corporation  v.  We*t  Derby  Ovrrteer*,  (5 

3  17  Q.  B.  871  ;  21  L.  J.,  M.  C.  215.  El.   k  Bl.  704  ;  28  L.  J.,  M.  C.  112  ;  2 

4  2  Ex.  Div.  55,  note  1.  Jur^  N.  S.  1002 
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statutory  and  proper  deductions  from  the  figure  so  obtained,  or 
whether  they  were  limited  to  the  actual  receipt. 

Blackburn,  J.  (with  whom  Lush,  J.,  concurred),  said:  "I 
"  think  it  clear  that  the  appellants  are  right.  The  whole  question 
"  turns  on  the  rule  given  by  the  Parochial  Assessment  Act, 
"  which  says  the  occupier  is  rateable  at  what  a  tenant  from  year 
"  to  year  will  give  as  the  rent,  who  takes  the  land  subject  to  the 
"  same  restrictions  as  those  under  which  the  appellants  hold  it. 
"  Now  the  tenant  would  only  give  such  a  rent  as  the  restrictions 
"  imposed  by  statute  would  enable  him  to  earn,  and  the  rateable 
"value  is  to  be  based  upon  that  rent." 
City  of  Wor-        This  principle  was  followed  in  the  case  of  The  City  of  Wormkr 

Vl'Xtt'Y  V  ttt 

DrtHtuich  v.  Droit uich  Poor  Law  Union,1  where  the  local  board  of  H- 
Poor  Law  erected  and  occupied  works  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
inhabitants  thereof  with  water,  the  works  being  situate  in  the 
parish  of  C.  In  order  to  benefit  the  inhabitants  of  W.,  the  local 
board  made  the  scale  of  charges  so  low  as  to  leave  a  profit  far 
less  than  would  have  accrued  to  a  company  carrying  on  the 
works  as  a  commercial  undertaking.  In  adopting  the  scale  of 
charges  above  mentioned  the  local  board  intended  to  carry  out 
those  provisions  of  The  Public  Health  Act,  1848,  the  object  of 
which  wras  to  insure  a  supply  of  water  at  a  low  price  for  sanitary 
purposes.  The  assessment  committee  of  the  D.  union,  within 
which  the  parish  of  C.  was  situate,  assessed  the  local  board  at  a 
rateable  value  of  1,400Z.,  based  upon  the  amount  which  might 
have  been  earned  by  a  trading  company  carrying  on  the  water- 
works for  their  own  benefit ;  but  it  was  held,  affirming  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  of  Appeal,  that  the  local  board  were 
liable  to  be  assessed  at  a  rateable  value  of  540/.  only,  based  upon 
the  profit  actually  earned  by  them,  for  under  the  provisions  of 
The  Public  Health  Act,  1848,  they  could  not  make  rates  of  an 
amount  more  than  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  maintain  the 
waterworks,  and  they  could  be  lawfully  assessed  only  with 
reference  to  the  profit  actually  earned. 

Where  land  is  occupied  by  a  local  authority  for  public  pur- 
poses, the  land  is  to  be  assessed  to  the  poor  rate  at  the  rent 
which  a  tenant  would  pay  if  subject  to  the  same  restrictions  as 
are  imposed  upon  the  local  authority.  Therefore,  where  a 
sanitary  authority  occupies  land,  and  works  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  its  toun  with  water,  the  authority  being  precluded  by 

i  2  Kxch.  D.  49 ;  46  L.  J.,  M.  (\  241  ;  36  L.  T.  186. 
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law  from  making  a  profit  out  of  these  works,  the  rateable  value 
of  the  lands  and  works  is  nothing.1 

In  Dewsbury  Waterworks  Board  v.  Pennistone  Union,2  the 
appellants,  a  local  board  incorporated  by  a  special  Act  (89  dt  40 
Vict.  c.  clxxxv.),  were  empowered  by  the  Act  to  levy  a  public 
water  rate,  but  it  was  provided  that  they  should  not  levy  any 
higher  rate  than  might  be  required  to  discharge  so  much  of  the 
expenses  of  maintaining  the  waterworks,  &c,  as  the  amount  of 
water  rents  and  other  payments  for  a  supply  of  water  should 
not  be  sufficient  to  discharge.  Held  (affirming  the  judgment  of 
the  Queen's  Bench  Division),  that,  in  assessing  the  appellants 
to  the  poor  rate  in  respect  of  their  reservoirs,  pipes  and  works, 
the  amount  collected  by  means  of  a  water  rate  ought  to  be  taken 
into  account. 

By  the  Merthyr  Tydfil  Water  Act,  1858  (21  <&  22  Vict.  c.  zii.), 
a  local  board  of  health  was  authorized  to  acquire  waterworks, 
and  by  sect.  63  all  sums  paid  out  of  the  general  district  rate 
under  the  Act  were  to  be  repaid  out  of  any  balance  standing  to 
the  credit  of  the  waterworks  account,  after  application  to  the 
objects  to  which  moneys  carried  to  that  account  were,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Act,  to  be  primarily  applied,  and  by 
sect.  71  all  moneys  received  under  the  Act  (other  than  money 
out  of  the  district  rate,  or  raised  on  mortgage),  were  to  be 
applied,  inter  alia,  in  repaying  any  money  advanced  out  of  the 
general  district  rate  under  the  powers  and  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Act.  In  assessing  the  local  board  to  the  poor  rate  in  respect 
of  the  waterworks,  a  sum  paid  out  of  the  general  district  rate 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  was  included  in  the  rateable  value 
of  the  waterworks,  and  it  was  held,  that  the  sum  ought  not  to 
be  included  in  the  assessment ;  for  it  was  received  on  terms  as 
to  repayment  which  prevented  it  from  being  available  as  an  item 
of  gross  profit.8 

The  lessee  of  the  tolls  of  a  public  bridge  is  not  rateable  as  Bridges  and 
such,  whatever  rent  he  may  pay ;  it  not  appearing  that  he  was    ri  *et0  *' 
the  occupier  of  any  local  visible  property  within  the  parish,  nor 
that  he  was  an  inhabitant  resident  there  deriving  profit  from 

1  Peterborough  Corporation  v.  Stum-  3  Merthyr  Tydfil  Local  Board  v. 
ford  C'nh/1,'61  Y\\  R.  949.  Merthyr  Tydjil   Union.  (1891)  1   Q.  It. 

2  17  Q.  B.  D.  384  ;  55  L.  J.,  M.  C.  121  ;  186  :  60  L.  J.,  M.  C\  42  ;  63  L.  T.  646  ; 
54  L.  T.  592  ;  34  W.  It.  622  ;  50  J.  P.  55  J.  P.  294. 

644,  C.  A. 
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such  tolls,  beyond  the  rent  paid  by  him  for  the  same,  which 
was  applicable  to  the  public  purposes  of  the  bridge.1 

A  toll-house  erected  for  the  purpose  of  taking  tolls  at  a  gate 
nearest  a  highway  which  has  never  been  used  by  the  public 
except  upon  paying  a  certain  sum  is  liable  to  be  rated  accord- 
ing to  the  amount  of  the  tolls  received ;  and  the  expressed 
amount  of  the  rate  is  to  be  divided  in  proportion  between  the 
parishes  in  which  the  road  is  situated  over  which  the  right  of 
passage  is  acquired  by  payment  of  such  toll.2  In  Williams  v. 
Bedminster  Assessment  Committee*  where  the  appellant  was  the 
lessee  of  a  toll-house  and  of  certain  tolls  levied  on  passengers 
over  a  bridge  on  the  site  of  an  ancient  ferry,  and  a  rate  was 
laid  generally  on  the  "  toll-house  and  tolls,"  stating  the  "  gross 
" estimated  value  800/.,"  and  "rateable  value  700J.";  it  was 
held,  that  although  the  tolls  were  not  themselves  rateable,  yet 
the  toll-house  was,  and  in  assessing  the  latter,  its  value  as 
enhanced  by  the  facility  it  afforded  for  collecting  the  tolls  was  to 
be  taken  into  account. 

The  principle  that  profits  must  be  rated  where  they  are 
earned,  which  has  been  noted  above  in  the  case  of  docks,4 
applies  as  well  to  bridges,  with  regard  to  which  the  parochial 
principle  also  holds  good.5 

Where  the  proprietors  of  Hammersmith  Bridge  had  land  on 
both  sides  of  the  river,  on  which  they  erected  piers  and  abut- 
ments, but  took  the  tolls  on  one  side  only,  it  was  held  that  they 
were  rateable  for  the  lands  on  both  sides,  which  were  used  by 
the  proprietors  for  the  purpose  of  passage  over  the  Thames,  in 
respect  of  which  they  received  tolls.6 

Similarly,  the  owner  of  a  bridge  resting  on  piles  driven  into 
the  soil,  one  end  of  which  was  in  the  parish  of  A.,  and  the  other 
in  the  parish  of  B.,  where  the  toll-house  was  situated,  was  held 
rateable  for  an  occupation  of  land  in  A.  pro  rata,  though  the 
road  over  the  bridge  was  repaired  by  other  persons.7 

In  Reg.  v.  McCann*  the  Commissioners  of  Works  and  Buildings, 
empowered  by  statute  to  construct  Chelsea  Bridge,  and  to  borrow 


1  Bex  v.  Eyre,  12  East,  416. 

2  lleg.    v.    St.    George    the    Martyr, 
South  wark,  3  W.  K.  515. 

3  45  L.  J..  M.  C,  117  ;  34  L.  T.  795. 

4  Beg.  v.  B rittol  Bock  Co.,  10  L.  J., 
M.  C.  105. 

*  See  Castle,  pp.  331,  332. 

6  Bes  v.  Bar ne*,  1  B.  &  A.  113  ;  8 


L.  J.,  O.  S.?  M.  C.  115  ;  35  11.  It.  235  ; 
Beg.  v.  Pay  titer,  1  New  Sess.  Cas.  637 ; 
7  Q.  B.  255  ;  14  L.  J.,  M.  C.  179  ;  9  Jur. 
877  :  Be*  v.  «SSf.  George  the  Martyr, 
Smthwti rk,  3  VV.  11.  515. 

7  Beg.  v.   Salisbury,  Marquis  of,    3 
X.&  P.  476;  8A.&E.  716. 

8  L.  RM  3  Q.  B.  677  ;  37  L.  J.,  M.  C. 
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120,000/.  from  the  Treasury  on  an  assignment  of  the  tolls,  which 
were  to  be  applied  in  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  bridge,  includ- 
ing the  repayment  of  the  loan,  after  which  no  toll  was  to  be  charged 
to  foot  passengers,  were  held  to  be  not  liable  to  be  rated  to 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  as  they  were  in  occupation  of  the  bridge 
as  servants  of  the  Crown,  deriving  themselves  no  benefit  from 
the  receipt  of  the  tolls,  and  were  therefore  exempt  from  the  opera- 
tion of  43  Eliz.  c.  2,  8.  1,  as  explained  in  Jones  v.  Mersey  Docks.1 

It  was  decided  in  Reg.  v.  Hammersmith  Bridge  Co.2  that  a  rate 
is  to  be  apportioned  between  two  parishes,  according  to  the  length 
of  the  bridge  in  each  parish.  "  The  approaches,"  said  Lord 
Denman,  G.  J.,  "  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the  bridge  as 
"  stations  and  warehouses  to  railways,  reservoirs  and  wharves 
"  to  canals,  aqueducts  and  mains  to  water  supplies,  gasometers 
"  and  mains  to  gas  burners ;  and  the  principle  for  dividing  the 
"  direct  from  the  indirect  sources  of  profit,  for  rating  the  indirect 
"  sources,  and  for  apportioning  the  residuary  net  rateable  value 
"  among  the  districts  in  which  the  direct  source  was  situate,  was 
"  explained  in  Reg.  v.  Mile  End  Old  Town."* 

Where  the  revenue  of  a  bridge  company,  over  and  above  the 
working  expenses,  was  raised  from  tolls,  but  was  wholly  absorbed 
in  the  payment  of  mortgage  debts,  leaving  nothing  by  way  of 
interest  for  the  shareholders,  though  there  was  a  provision  for 
paying  them  off  (if  the  tolls  were  sufficient),  when  the  tolls 
should  cease,  the  company  were  nevertheless  held  to  be  rateable. 
Where,  in  such  a  case,  money  is  raised  for  the  construction  of  an 
undertaking,  so  as  to  cause  a  debt,  the  interest  of  which  is  paid  for 
out  of  the  profits,  such  interest  is  not  allowed  as  a  deduction.4 


123  ;  19  L.  T.  115  ;  16  W.  R.  1)85  ;  Exch. 
offirmiiig  9  B.  Ac  S.  33. 

>  11  H.  L.  C.  443  ;  35  L.  J.,  M.  C.  1  ; 
ante,  p.  601. 

2  18  L.  J.,  M.  C.  85  ;  15  Q.  B.  369 ;  3 
New  Sess.  Cas.  424  ;  13  J.  1'.  103.  See 
Castle,  pp.  283,  331. 

8  10  Q.  B.  208.  See  ante,  p.  61 6.  Cf .  as 
to  royal  bridges.  Castle,  pp.  21.  22,  26. 

4  It  eg.  v.  lilavlt friars  Bridge  Co.,  8 
L.  J..  M.  C.  29  ;  9  A.  &  E.  828  ;  1  P.  & 
D.  603.  See  Castle,  pp.  145,  168,  331. 
With  respect  to  county  rates  see  lteg.  v. 
Aylesbury-eum-  Walton,  9  Q.  B.  261  ;  4 
Rail.  Cas.  315  :  and  with  respect  to 
highway  rates  see  lleg.  v.  Paynter,  13 
Q.  B.  399  ;  3  New  Sess.  Cas.  465  :  18 
L.  J.,  M.  C.  168  ;  13  Jur.  281  ;  see  as 
regards  land  tax  {.lielsea  Waterworks  v. 


ltoivtry.  17  Q.  B.  358  ;  20  L.  J.,  Q.  B. 
620;  15  Jur.  112:1.  As  regards  paring 
rates  sec  Itejr  v.  Manchester  Waterworks 
Co.,  3  1).  &  11.  20  ;  1  B.  &  C.  630  :  lteg.  v. 
East  London  Waterworks  Co.,  18  Q.  B. 
705  ;  21  L.  J.,  M.  C.  174  ;  16  Jur.  711  ; 
Arncll  v.  Regcnf*  Canal  Co.,  14  C.  B. 
564  ;  23  L.  J.',  C.  P.  155  ;  18  Jur.  632  ;  2 
W.  R.  457  ;  Arnell  v.  L.  $  X.  II".  Ulg.y 
12  C.  B.  697  ;  as  regards  lighting  rates 
see  lleg.  v.  Stiuthwark  ami  Vaiurhall 
Water  Co.,  6  El.  A:  BI.  1008  :  3  Jur.,  N.  S. 
411  ;  5  W.  R.  71  ;  East  London  Water- 
works Co.  v.  Mile  End  Old  Town,  17 
Q.  B.  512  ;  21  L.  J.,  M.  C.  49  ;  16  Jur. 
121  ;  as  regards  newer  rate  see  Ea*t 
London  Watertrork*  Co.  y.  Ley  ton  Seirrr 
Authority,  L.  It.,  6  Q.  B.  669  ;  40  L.  J., 
M.  C.  190. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


All  infringe- 
ments of 
rights  of 
water  either 
trespass  or 
nuisance. 


OF  THE  REMEDIES  FOR  THE  INFRINGEMENT  OF  RIGHTS 

OF   WATER. 

The  remedies  for  the  infringement  of  the  various  rights  of 
water  have  been  noticed  incidentally  in  the  previous  chapters  in 
connection  with  cases  therein  considered.  A  short  summary 
of  the  procedure  for  the  enforcement  of  such  remedies  is  given 
in  the  following  pages. 

All  infringements  of  rights  of  water,  natural  or  acquired,  come 
under  one  or  other  of  two  classes — trespass  or  nuisance.  Where 
the  act  complained  of  is  a  wrongful  disturbance  of  another  in 
the  exclusive  possession  of  property,  it  is  a  trespass ;  where  the 
infringement  of  the  right  is  the  consequence  of  an  act  which  is 
not  in  itself  an  invasion  of  property,  the  cause  from  which  the 
injury  flows  is  termed  a  nuisance.1  "The  distinction  between 
44  nuisance  and  trespass,"  says  Mr.  Angell,2  "  is  that  the  former 
44  is  only  a  consequence  or  result  of  what  is  not  directly  or 
"  immediately  injurious,  but  its  effect  is  injurious.  A  person 
"  who  digs  a  channel  or  erects  a  dam  on  his  own  land,  does  no 
"  more  than  what  is,  in  itself,  lawful ;  but  as  the  effect  of  his  so 
"  doing  is  to  divert  the  water  from  a  natural  watercourse  to  the 
"  loss  of  a  riparian  owner  below,  or  to  turn  it  back  to  the  injury 
"  of  a  riparian  owner  above,  such  acts  become  unlawful, — 'the  law 
4i  *  in  such  instances  taking  care,'  says  Blackstone,  4  to  enforce  the 
"  '  precept  of  gospel  morality  of  doing  to  others  as  we  would  that 
44  '  they  should  do  unto  ourselves.'  Trespass,  on  the  other  hand, 
44  is  a  direct  and  immediate  invasion  of  property, — as  treading 
41  down  grass  in  a  neighbour's  field,  or  destroying  his  inclosures.,, 

This  distinction  between  trespass  and  nuisance,  so  far  as  the 
form  of  action  is  concerned,  is  now  of  little  value,  as  by  The 
Ct>mm<m  Law  Procedure  Act,  1852,  and  The  Judicature  Acts, 
1S78  and  1875,  all  forms  of  action  are  abolished. 


1  Phear,  Rights  of  Water,  p.  100  ; 
L'r if nolds  v.  Clarke*  2  Ld.  Raymond, 
13519:  Smith  v.  Millet,  1  T.  R.  475; 
Courtney  v.  Collett,  12  Moil.  164  ;  1  Ld. 


Ravmond,   274  ;  Lereridge  v.   IJotkin*, 
11  "Mod.  257;  1  Str.  636. 
2  On  Watercourses,  p.  575. 
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nuisance. 


Where  the  act  complained  of  is  an  invasion  of  a  public  right  Public 
— such  as  the  obstruction  of  the  public  right  of  navigation  or 
fishery,  or  the  pollution  of  a  river  to  the  public  prejudice — it  is 
termed  a  public  or  common  nuisance.1 

Remedy  by  Act  of  Party. 

A  private  nuisance  may  be  removed  or  abated  by  the  party  Abatement  of 
aggrieved,  if  it  can  be  peaceably  done  and  without  a  riot.2  Thus  £ufc£neces. 
if  a  ditch  is  dug,  by  means  of  which  the  water  is  diverted  from 
the  land  of  a  riparian  proprietor,  through  whose  land  it  would 
otherwise  flow  in  its  natural  course,  he  may  go  upon  the  land  of 
the  wrongdoer  and  fill  it  up  ; 3  even  though  at  the  time  it  causes 
him  only  nominal  damage.1  A  thing,  however,  cannot  be  abated, 
until  it  actually  becomes  a  nuisance;  so  that  if  one  see  his 
neighbour  erecting  that  which  it  is  probable  will  ultimately  be 
such,  it  cannot  be  abated  as  long  as  it  continues  in  an  inoffensive 
state.6 

If   a  person  injured  abate  no  more  than  is  necessary,  any  No  more 
damage  resulting  from  the  act  will  not  be  laid  to  his  charge ;  but  bedone than 
he  must  act  reasonably  and  take  reasonable  care  that  no  more  absolutely 
damage  be  done  than  is  positively  necessary  for  effecting  his 
purpose.     Thus  where  one  erected  a  mill-dam  partly  on  his  own 
land  and  partly  on  the  land  adjoining,  upon  which  the  owner  of 
the  adjoining  land  pulled  down  the  part  on  his  land,  and  the 
whole  dam  fell  down  and  the  water  ran  out,  it  was  held  that  the 
owner  was  justified.6    But  where  the  plaintiff  had  a  right  to 
irrigate  his  meadow  by  placing  a  dam  of  loose  stones  across  the 
stream,  and  occasionally  a  board  or  fender,  and  he  fastened  the 
board  with  two  stakes,  which  he  had  no  right  to  do,  the  defendant 
was  held  liable  to  an  action  for  pulling  down  the  board  as  well 
as  the  stakes,  although,  as  owner  of  the  adjoining  land,  he  had 
lawful  power  to  abate  the  latter.7 

So  in  Cawkwell  v.  Rmsell?  where  the  plaintiff  had  a  prescrip- 
tive right  to  send  waste  water  down  the  defendant's  drain,  and 
he  sent  down  also  the  foul  water  from  his  privies,  it  was  held 

1  Woolrych  on  Waters,  p.  192.     See  *  Penruddock's  case,  5  Co.  101  b. 
Stephen's  Blackstone,  p.  402.                             *  12  Mod.  510  :  Half*  cases,  499. 

2  Blackstone's  Com.  5  ;  Batten'*  cast,  .        6   Wirkford  v.  Bill,  Cro.  Eiiz.  269. 

9  Rep.  54  b. ;  2  Roll.  Abr. ;  Nuisance,  8;  7  Greemlade  v.   Ilalliday,    6    Bing. 

Angell,p.  576  :  Woolrych,  p.  281.  379;  53  R.  R.  241 ;    see  also  Ward  v. 

a  Vin.  Abr.,  Nuisance.   See  9  Edw.  IV.  Robbim,  15  M.  &  W.  237. 

c.  35;  8  Edw.  IV.  c.  5;   Grey  v.  Broum,  8  26   L.   J.,    Ex.   314.     See   Hill  v. 

Mo.  644  ;  Rathe*  v.  Townshend,  2  Smith's  Cock,  post,  p.  624. 
Rep.  9  ;  7  R.  R.  776. 
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that  the  defendant  was  justified  in  stopping  the  whole  drain ;  for 
where  a  party  has  a  right  to  send  clean  water  down  a  drain  and 
chooses  to  send  dirty,  every  drop  of  it  ought  to  be  stopped,  for 
the  whole  is  dirty. 

In  the  case  of  Roberts  v.  Rose,1  the  plaintiffs,  by  parol  licence 
from  one  Lowe  and  from  the  defendant,  made  a  watercourse  and 
discharged  water  thereby,  first  across  the  land  of  Lowe,  and  then 
across  the  land  of  defendant.  The  defendant  revoked  his  licence, 
and  on  the  plaintiffs  refusing  to  discontinue  the  discharge  of 
water,  entered  on  Lowe's  land  and  obstructed  the  watercourse 
there.  The  defendant,  by  stopping  the  watercourse  on  his  own 
land,  would  have  done  less  damage  to  the  plaintiffs  than  was 
actually  done,  but  more  damage  to  Lowe,  and  possibly  some 
damage  to  the  public.  The  Court  held,  that  the  watercourse 
had  been  obstructed  in  a  reasonable  manner,  inasmuch  as  the 
convenience  of  the  plaintiffs,  who  after  the  revocation  of  the 
licence  were  wrongdoers,  was  subordinate  to  the  convenience  of 
innocent  third  parties  and  of  the  public.  Blackburn,  J.,  deliver- 
ing the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber,  says: 
"  We  are  all  agreed,  that  where  a  person  attempts  to  justify  an 
"  interference  with  the  property  of  another  in  order  to  abate  a 
"  nuisance,  he  may  justify  against  the  wrongdoer  so  far  as  his 
"  interference  is  positively  necessary.  We  are  also  agreed,  that 
"  in  abating  a  nuisance,  if  there  are  two  ways  of  doing  it,  he 
"  must  choose  the  least  mischievous  of  the  two.  We  also  think, 
"  that  if  by  one  of  these  alternative  methods,  some  wrong  should 
"  be  done  to  an  innocent  third  party  or  to  the  public,  then  that 
"  method  cannot  be  justified  at  all,  although  an  interference  with 
"  the  wrongdoer  might  be  justified.  Therefore,  where  the  alter- 
"  native  method  involves  such  an  interference,  it  must  not  be 
"  adopted  ;  and  it  may  become  necessary  to  abate  a  nuisance  in 
"  a  manner  more  onerous  to  the  wrongdoer." 

In  the  case  of  Hill  v.  Cock*  the  plaintiff,  who  had  a  prescrip- 
tive right  to  the  flow  of  water  led  by  means  of  a  gutter  from  a 
mill  stream  at  a  point  where  an  ancient  weir  was  erected,  wrong- 
fully lengthened  the  gutter  for  the  purpose  of  irrigating  more 
land.  The  flow  of  water  down  the  defendant's  mill  stream  was 
thereby  diminished,  and  he  in  consequence  pulled  down  the 
ancient  weir,   and   thereby  prevented    the  water  from  flowing 

»  L.  II.,  1  Ex.  82 ;  35  L.  J.  Ex.  62  ;  *  26  L.  T.,  N.  S.  185. 

13  L.  T.  471. 
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down  the  plaintiff's  gutter.  The  Court  held  that  the  defendant 
was  not  justified  in  stopping  the  plaintiff's  excessive  user  of  the 
water,  by  means  which  altogether  prevented  his  enjoyment  of 
the  water,  but  only  in  stopping  it  by  the  least  injurious  means 
in  his  power.  Willes,  J.,  says  :  "  The  flow  of  water  to  defen- 
"  dant's  mill  was  injured  by  the  alteration  of  the  gutter,  and  the 
"plaintiff  had  thereby  destroyed  the  measure  of  his  right  over 
"  the  old  course,  and  created  a  confusion  of  his  antient  right. 
"  If  the  whole  of  the  defendant's  enjoyment  had  been  interfered 
"  with,  as  it  was  in  the  case  of  CawkweU  v.  Russell,1  where  the 
"  person  who  had  a  right  to  send  clean  water  through  his  gutter 
"  sent  down  foul  water,  so  that  the  nuisance  could  not  be  stopped 
"  without  interfering  with  the  enjoyment ;  if  that  had  been  the 
"  case,  then  the  taking  down  of  the  weir  would  have  been  a 
"  reasonable  mode  of  destroying  the  plaintiff's  enjoyment. 
"  However,  he  is  bound  to  abate  the  nuisance  in  the  most 
"  reasonable  manner,  and  subject  to  there  being  no  confusion 
"  of  the  rights  created,  the  jury  have  found  that  it  was  not 
"  practically  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  abating  the  nuisance 
"to  pull  down  the  weir.  If  the  extent  of  the  excess  was  so 
"  great  that  it  was  reasonably  impossible  to  abate  the  nuisance, 
"then  I  should  say  there  exists  a  right  on  the  part  of  the 
"proprietor  of  the  servient  tenement  to  interfere  with  the 
"whole."2 

No  previous  demand  to  remove  the  nuisance  is  requisite,  except  No  previous 
where  the  tenement  on  which  the  nuisance  is  erected  has  passed  remove1 10 
into  other  hands  since  the  erection ;  and  in  this  case,  without  necessary, 
such  demand,  the  abatement  would  not  be  lawful,  for  the  new 
occupant  was  not  liable  to  a  quod  pewrittat  before  request  made  ; 
but  the  demand  may  be  made  either  on  the  lessor  or  lessee,  for 
the  continuance  of  a  nuisance  by  the  lessee,  against  whom  an 
action  will  lie.8 

A  public  nuisance  may  also,  it  would  appear,  be  abated  in  a  Abatement 
peaceable  manner.4    A  private  individual,  however,  is  not  justified  of  Pubhc 

1  26  L.  J.,  Ex.  34.  Williams,  16   Q.   B.   546  ;   Burling  v. 

«  See  also  Arlett  v.  Ellis,  7  B.  &  C.  Read,  11  Q.  B.  908  ;  Perry  v.  FUzhowe, 

346  ;  31  R.  R.  214 ;    Yard  v.  Ford,  2  8  Q.  B.   778  ;   Brent  v.  II addon,  Cro. 

Wms.  Saund.  p.  571,  ed.  1871  :  Lawton  Jac.  555  ;  see  also  Saxby  v.  Mancliexter, 

v.  Ward,  1  Ld.  Raymond,  75  ;  LvttrelVs  L.  R.,  4  C.  P.  198. 

vase,  4  Rep.  86  b.  4  Lodie  v.  Arnold,  Salk.  458  ;  James 

8  Gale  on  Easements,  p.  547  ;   Pen-  v.  Hay  ward,  Cro.  Car.  184  ;  Rolle,  Abr. 

rnddoeWs  case,  5   Rep.   101  ;    Jones  v.  Nusans  (T.)  ;  IlMVs  case,  Cro.  Eliz.  384. 
Williams,  11  M.  &  W.  176;  Darie*  v. 

l.w.  40 
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in  abating  a  public  nuisance,  unless  it  does  him  a  special  injury 
beyond  that  which  is  suffered  by  the  rest  of  the  public.1  In  the 
case  of  The  Mayor  of  Colchester  v.  Brooke?  it  was  held,  that  if 
oyster  beds  are  placed  in  the  channel  of  a  public  navigable  river 
so  as  to  create  a  public  nuisance,  a  person  navigating  is  not  justi- 
fied in  damaging  such  property  by  running  his  vessel  against  it 
if  he  has  room  to  pass  without  so  doing  ;  for  an  individual  cannot 
abate  a  nuisance  if  he  is  not  otherwise  injured  by  it  than  as  one 
of  the  public.  So  in  Dimes  v.  Petly?  the  defendant  under  similar 
circumstances  was  held  not  justified  in  running  his  ship  against 
a  wharf  of  the  defendant's  projecting  into  a  public  navigable 
river, — the  Court  holding  that  a  person  under  such  circumstances 
can  only  interfere  with  a  public  nuisance  as  far  as  is  necessary 
to  exercise  his  right  of  passing  along  a  highway,  and  cannot 
justify  doing  any  damage  to  the  property  of  the  person  who  has 
improperly  placed  the  nuisance  in  the  highway,  if,  avoiding  it,  he 
might  have  passed  on  with  reasonable  convenience.  In  Black  v. 
Bateman,*  Lord  Campbell,  C.  J.,  goes  so  far  as  to  say  he  cannot 
justify,  unless  there  was  no  way  in  which  he  could  exercise  his 
right  without  the  removal. 


By  action. 

Private 
nuisances. 


Injunction 
and  manda- 
mus. 


Remedy  by  Act  of  Law. 

The  remedy  by  act  of  law  for  the  infringement  of  water  rights 
is  now  by  action  in  one  of  the  first  four  Divisions  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justice.5  By  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Acts  all 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  of  the  Common  Law 
Courts  has  been  transferred  to  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  which 
is  to  administer  law  and  equity  concurrently,  and  where  there  is 
any  conflict  between  the  rules  of  equity  and  common  law,  the 
rules  of  equity  are  to  prevail.  New  rules  of  pleading  and  forms 
are  provided  which  supersede  the  old  forms.  Either  the 
Chancery  Division  or  those  Divisions  which  represent  and  are 
called  after  the  old  Common  Law  Courts,  have  equal  power  to 
award  damages  and  the  remedy  by  injunction  and  mandamus,  to 


1  Benjamin  v.  Storr,  L.  R.,  9  C.  P. 
400  ;  Hubert  v.  Grove*,  1  Esp.  148  : 
Winterbotham  v.  Derby,  L.  R.,  2  Ex. 
316  ;  36  L.  J.,  Ex.  194  ;  16  L.  T.  771. 

s  7  Q.  B.  339. 

*  1 5  Q.  B.  283. 
«  18  Q.  B.  876. 

*  Judicature  Acts,  36  &  37  Vict.  c.  66, 
s.  16,  35  ;  38  &  39  Vict.  c.  77,  s.  11. 


The  Court  of  Chancery  has  jurisdiction 
to  entertain  a  bill  at  the  suit  of  the 
commissioners  of  sewers  appointed 
under  23  Hen.  VI11.  c.  5,  notwith- 
standing that  such  commissioners  arc 
a  Court  of  record  :  Cnwtman  t.  Bristol 
and  S.  Wale*  Union  Bly.,  3  Hem.  k 
M.  531  :  11  W.  R.  981. 
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enforce  equitable  rights,  and  receive  and  carry  out  equitable 
defences.1 

The  prerogative  of  the  Crown  to  intervene  in  actions  affecting 
the  rights  or  revenue  of  the  sovereign  has  not  been  affected  by 
the  Judicature  Acts,  and  for  the  determining  of  such  matters, 
the  Exchequer  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  has  all  the 
powers  formerly  possessed  by  the  Court  of  Exchequer.2  In  A.-G. 
v.  Constable  an  application  by  the  Attorney-General,  on  behalf 
of  her  Majesty,  to  restrain  an  action  brought  in  the  Chancery 
Division,  and  to  remove  it  into  this  Division,  was  granted  on  the 
ground  that  the  matter  in  question  in  the  action  concerned  her 
Majesty's  revenue  and  privileges.  The  action  was  brought  by 
Sir  Frederick  Constable  and  Thomas  Constable  against  the 
Humber  Conservancy  Commissioners  and  others,  claiming  a 
declaration  that  the  plaintiffs  in  that  action  were  seised  of  the 
foreshore  of  the  river  Humber  and  the  estuary  thereof  within  the 
seignory,  liberty,  manor,  and  fee  of  Holderness,  in  the  county  of 
York,  and  for  an  order  on  the  defendants  in  that  action  to  deliver 
up  possession  of  certain  parts  thereof,  and  for  an  injunction  to 
restrain  them  from  continuing  in  possession  thereof. 

By  The  County  Courts  Act,  1888  (51  &  52  Vict .  c.  48) ,  which  repeals 
The  County  Courts  Act,  1867 ,3  the  County  Courts  have  jurisdiction 
to  try  any  action  in  which  the  title  to  any  corporeal  or  incorporeal 
hereditament *  comes  in  question,  when  neither  the  value  of  the 
land,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  in  dispute  nor  the  rent  payable 
in  respect  thereof  shall  exceed  501.  per  annum,  or,  in  case  of 
an  easement  or  licence,  where  neither  the  value  of  the  lands, 
tenements  or  hereditaments  in  respect  of  which  the  easement  or 
licence  is  claimed  shall  exceed  50Z.  per  annum.  By  sect.  64  juris- 
diction is  given  in  all   actions  assigned   to  the  King's  Bench 


1  Where  an  action  to  quiet  possession  is 
brought  in  the  Chancery  Division,  the 
judge  before  whom  it  is  tried  has  power 
and  is  bound  to  decide  of  the  whole  case 
as  between  the  parties.  If  the  de- 
fendants desire  a  trial  before  a  jury, 
the  time  to  apply  for  that  purpose  is 
when  the  mode  of  trial  is  directed  : 
Hamilton  v.  A.-G,  for  Ireland,  5  L.  R., 
lr.  C.  L.  555.  Upon  a  petition  filed  in 
the  Irish  Landed  Estates  Court  for  a 
declaration  of  title  to  a  several  fishery  : 
— Held,  that  under  the  circumstances, 
the  petitioner  ought  to  have  taken  pro- 
ceedings in  a  Common  Law  Court  to 
have  the  nature  of  the  fishery  ascer- 


tained and  its  limit  defined  before 
coming  to  the  Landed  Estates  Court : 
Acksson's  Estate,  In  re,  lr.  R.,  3  Eq.  105. 

2  A.-G.  v.  Constable,  (1879)  4  Ex.  D. 
172  ;  48  L.  J.,  Ex.  455.  A.-G.  v.  Barker, 
L.  R.,  7  Ex.  177,  cited  by  Kelly,  C.  B., 
as  governing  the  application  ;  see  also 
A.-G.  v.  Reeve,  1  T.  L.  R.  675,  as  to 
proceeding  by  English  information  in 
the  Ex.  Div.,  post,  p.  642. 

3  30&31  Vict,  c.  142,8.  12. 

4  A  claim  by  custom  as  an  inhabitant 
of  a  town  to  fish  in  private  waters  is  not 
a  "hereditament:"  Lloyd  v.  Jones,  6 
C.  B.  81  ;  17  L.  J.,  C.  P.  206. 

40—2 
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Division,  where  the  parties  agree  by  a  memorandum  signed  by 
them  or  their  solicitors  that  a  named  Court  shall  have  jurisdic- 
tion.   The  County  Court  also  has  all  the  powers  and  authority 
of  the  High  Court  for  specific  performance  of,  or  the  reforming, 
delivering  up   or  cancelling   of  any  agreement  for  the  sale, 
purchase  or  lease  of  property,  where  the  purchase-money,  or 
if  a  lease  the  value  of  the   property,  shall  not  exceed  500/. 
(sect.  67(4)).     Under  the  Judicature  Act,  1898  (sect.  89),  a 
County  Court  shall  in  any  proceeding1  {i.e.  action  or  suit)  grant 
such  relief  or  remedy  or  combination  of  remedies,  and  give  effect 
to  every  ground  of  defence  or  counter-claim,  equitable  or  legal, 
in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  if  the  action  were  in  the 
High  Court,  and  has,  therefore,  power  to  grant  a  mandamus 
or  injunction  and  appoint  a  receiver.2    By  sect.  90  a  defence 
or  counter-claim,  involving  matter  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court  shall  not  prevent  the  Court  disposing  of  the  whole 
matter,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  demand  of  the  plaintiff  and  the 
defence  thereto,  but  no  relief  exceeding  that  which  the  Court  has 
jurisdiction  to  grant  is  to  be  given  to  the  defendants.8 
Appeals.  By  the  Judicature  Act,  1894  (57  dt  58  Vitt.  c.  16)  considerable 

restrictions  are  placed  upon  the  right  of  appeal  in  general,  and 
it  is  especially  provided  that  "  in  matters  of  practice  and  pro- 
cedure every  appeal  from  a  judge  shall  be  to  the  Court  of 
Appeal,"  but  in  other  matters  in  the  King's  Bench  Division  it 
would  seem  that  an  appeal  from  a  judge  is  still  to  a  Divisional 
Court  (Order  LIV.  r.  28).  Also  by  sect.  1,  sub-sect.  5  of  the  last- 
mentioned  Act,  in  all  cases  where  there  is  a  right  of  appeal  to 
the  High  Court  from  any  Court  or  person,  the  appeal  is  to  a 
Divisional  Court,  the  decision  of  which  is  final  unless  leave  to 
appeal  is  given  by  that  Court  or  by  the  Court  of  Appeal. 
Parties  en-  The  tenant  in  possession  may  sue  for  a  nuisance,  even  though 

titled  to  sue.  ft  foe  0f  a  temporary  nature  only,  but  if  the  nuisance  be  of  a  per- 
manent nature,  and  injurious  to  the  inheritance,  the  reversioner 
may  also  have  an  action,  and  both  the  tenant  in  possession  and 
the  reversioner  are  respectively  entitled  to  recover  damages 
commensurate  with  the  damage  sustained  by  him,4  but  a  tenant 

1  Pryor  v.  City  Office*  Co.,  10  Q.  B.  D.  Practice,  1902.  vol.  i.  p.  186. 

504.  3  A  judge  of   the  High  Court  may, 

s  Where  an  injunction  or  mandamus  however,  order,  on  the  application  of 

or   the  appointment   of   a   receiver   is  any  party,  that  the  whole  proceeding  be 

sought  as  part  of  the  relief,  it  is  better  transferred  to  the  High  Court, 

to  include  notice  of  such  claim  in  the  4  Angdl  on    Watercourses,  p.    »85  ; 

particulars:     Annual    County    Courts  Gale    on    Easements,    pp.    650  —  556: 
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under  a  building  agreement  with  the  lord  of  a  manor  who  has 
only  a  right  of  entry  upon  the  foreshore  for  the  purposes  of  that 
agreement  cannot  maintain  an  action  for  taking  shingle  there- 
from or  putting  bathing  machines  thereon.1  To  entitle  the  rever- 
sioner to  sue,  it  must  be  shown  either  that  the  act  done  is  an  act 
necessarily  injurious  to  the  reversioner,  or,  where  it  is  not  neces- 
sarily injurious,  the  declaration  must  aver  that  the  reversionary 
interest  is  thereby  injured.2  In  an  action  brought  by  a  rever- 
sioner against  the  defendant  for  the  non-repair  of  a  gutter, 
whereby  the  water  oozed  through  and  carried  away  the  soil  of  the 
close,  the  defence  was,  that  the  injury  was  the  consequence  of  the 
tenant  in  possession  penning  back  the  water  and  watering  his 
meadow.  Tindal,  C.  J.,  said  he  thought  this  no  defence,  as  the 
owner  of  the  reversion  was  suing  for  a  permanent  injury  to  his 
estate,  and  that  he  could  not  be  met  with  the  answer  that  the 
injury  arose  out  of  the  wrongful  act  of  the  tenant,  for  which  the 
defendant  might  have  maintained  an  action  against  him.  That 
was  merely  the  personal  act  of  the  tenant ;  and  it  did  not  appear 
that  there  was  any  legal  duty  in  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  the 
close  to  do  any  act,  the  neglect  of  which  by  the  tenant  had  caused 
the  injury.8 

Building  a  roof  with  eaves  which  discharge  rain-water  by  a 
spout  into  adjoining  premises  is  an  injury  which  the  landlord  of 
such  premises  may  recover  as  reversioner  while  they  are  under 
demise,  if  the  jury  think  there  is  damage  to  the  reversion.4 

In  Dyson  v.  Collick,*  a  contractor  for  making  a  canal  having, 
by  permission  of  the  owner  of  the  land,  laid  down  a  dam  for  the 


Comyns's  Dig.,  Action  for  Nuisance  (\\) ; 
Jackson  v.  Pexked,  1  M.  &  S.  234  ;  14 
R.  K.  417  ;  AUmt  v.  Scale*.  9  Bing.  3 ; 
35  R.  R.  502  ;  Baxter  v.  Tayler,  4  B.  & 
A.  72  ;  38  R.  R.  227  ;  Bell  v.  Ticenty- 
tiiati,  1  A.  &  E.  766 :  see  also  Hopioaod 
v.  Sehofi'eld,  2  Moo.  &  Rob.  34  ;  Tucker 
v.  Xewman.  11  A.  &  E.  40;  Fay  v. 
Prentice,  1  C.  B.  828  ;  Kidgell  v.  Moor, 
9  V.  B.  364  :  Metropolitan  Association 
v.  Fetch,  5  (\  B.f  N.  S.  504  ;  Mumford 
v.  Oxford  Illy.,  1  H.  &  N.  34  ;  Sampson 
v.  Sti rage,  1  C.  B.,  N.  S.  347  ;  Bell  v. 
Midland  Bly.,  10  0.  B.,  N.  S.  287  ; 
Crump  v.  Jjinnhert,  L.  R.,  3  Eq.  409  ; 
Johnstone  v.  Hall,  2  K.  &  J.  414  ;  Mott 
v.  Shtudbred,  L.  R..  2  Eq.  22  ;  Jones  v. 
Vhappell,  L.  R.,  20  Eq.  539  ;  Wilson  v. 
Townsend,  1  Dr.  &  S.  324  ;  Cleave  v. 
Mahony,  9  W.  R.  882;  Broder  v. 
Saillard,  2  Ch.  D.  692  ;  45  L.  J.,  Ch.  414  ; 


Oillon,  v.  Boddington,  1  ('ar.  &  P.  541  ; 
29  R.  R.  243,  n.  ;  see  also  Partridge  v. 
Bere,  1  D.  &  R.  272  ;  24  R.  R.  487. 

i  Laird  v.  Briggg,  19  Oh.  D.  22. 

3  Metropolitan  Asxociat'um  v.  Petch,  5 
C.  B.,  N.  S.  504  :  Bell  v.  Midland  Bly., 
10  C.  B.,  N.  S.  287  ;  30  L.  J.,  C.  P.  273  ; 
4  L.  T.  293.  As  to  whether "  person 
'■  entitled  to  any  reversion "  in  the  8th 
section  of  the  Prescription  Act  includes 
a  remainder  man,  sec  Laird  v.  Briggs, 
19  Ch.  D.  22. 

3  Egremont  v.  Putntan,  1  Moo.  & 
Malk.  404.  As  to  the  right  of  a  Trades 
Protection  Society  to  sue  a  dock  com- 
pany, see  London  Axxoeiation  of  Ship 
Owners  v.  London  and  India  Docks, 
(1892)  2  Ch.  242  ;  67  L.  T.  238. 

4  Tucker  v.  Xewman,  11  A.  &  E.  40. 
*  5  B.  &  Aid.  600  ;  24  R.  R.  484. 
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purpose  of  the  navigation,  was  held  to  have  sufficient  possession 
to  enable  him  to  maintain  trespass  against  a  wrongdoer.1 
Joinder  of  By  Order  XVI.  r.  1  of  The  Judicature  Act,  1875,  amended  by 

plaintiffs.  R    g    c     Qct    2Qthj  18% .,_ 

"  All  persons  may  be  joined  in  one  action  as  plaintiffs  in 
"  whom  any  right  to  relief  in  respect  of  or  arising  out  of  the 
"  same  transaction  or  series  of  transactions  is  alleged  to  exist, 
"  whether  jointly,  severally,  or  in  the  alternative  where,  if  such 
"  persons  brought  separate  actions,  any  common  question  of  law 
"  or  fact  would  arise ;  provided  that,  if  upon  the  application 
"  of  any  defendant  it  shall  appear  that  such  joinder  may 
"  embarrass  or  delay  the  trial  of  the  action,  the  Court  or  a 
"  judge  may  order  separate  trials  or  make  such  other  order  as 
"  may  be  expedient.  And  judgment  may  be  given  for  such  one  or 
"  more  of  the  plaintiffs  as  may  be  found  to  be  entitled  to  relief, 
"  for  such  relief  as  he  or  they  may  be  entitled  to,  without  any 
"  amendment.  But  the  defendant,  though,  unsuccessful,  shall 
"  be  entitled  to  his  costs  occasioned  by  so  joining  any  person 
"  who  shall  not  be  found  entitled  to  relief,  unless  the  Court  or  a 
"  judge  in  disposing  of  the  costs  shall  otherwise  direct." 

By  Order  XVI.  r.  4  : — 

"  All  persons  may  be  joined  as  defendants  against  whom  the 
"  right  to  any  relief  is  alleged  to  exist,  whether  jointly,  severally, 
"  or  in  the  alternative.  And  judgment  may  be  given  against  such 
"  one  or  more  of  the  defendants  as  may  be  found  to  be  liable, 
"  according  to  their  respective  liabilities  without  any  amendment." 

By  Order  XVIII.  r.  1  :— 

"  Subject  to  the  following  rules  of  this  Order,  the  plaintiff 
"  may  unite  in  the  same  action  several  causes  of  action,  but  if  it 
"  appear  to  the  Court  or  a  judge  that  any  such  causes  of  action 
"  cannot  be  conveniently  tried  or  disposed  of  together,  the  Court 
"  or  judge  may  order  separate  trials  of  any  of  such  causes  of 
"  action  to  be  had,  or  may  make  such  order  as  may  be  necessary 
"  or  expedient  for  the  separate  disposal  thereof." 

By  the  rules  of  Chancery,  which  are  followed  by  the  Judica- 
ture Acts,  the  owners  of  several  properties  affected  by  a  nuisance 

1  See  ante,  p.  231,  as  to  rights    of  Court  Practice,  1902,  by  Muir  Mackenzie, 
action  for  disturbance  of  easements.  Lushington  and  Fox,  p.  200.    See,  too, 

2  As  to  the  original  order,  see  Wilson's  ibid.  p.  228,  as  to  Order  XVII I.  r.  1^ 
Judicature  Acts.  7th  ed.  (1888),  pp.  172 —  respecting  joinder  of  causes  of  action, 
193  ;  and  for  rule  1  of  the  Order  in  its  which  must  be  read  in  conjunction  with 
present  form    and    the  history   of   its  rules  1  and  4  of  Order  XVI. 
amendment,  see    the   Yearly  Supreme 
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might  join  in  suing.  If  one  failed  to  make  out  his  case,  the  suit 
as  to  him  was  dismissed  with  costs.  Such  costs  were  deducted 
from  those  of  the  successful  plaintiff.1 

The  purchaser  of  an  estate  injured  by  a  nuisance  may  sue 
the  original  wrongdoer — the  person  who  erected  and  still  main- 
tains the  nuisance — without  notice  or  request  to  abate,  for  the 
damage  done  to  the  land  while  he  owned  and  occupied  it.  Nor 
does  it  matter  in  this  respect  how  many  times  the  land  injured 
may  have  changed  hands  since  the  erection  of  the  nuisance.2 

He  who  has  been  the  author  of  a  nuisance  is  answerable  for  Parties  liable 
all  the  consequences  thereof,8  and  although  after  damages  t0  su 
recovered  in  an  action  for  erecting  it,  another  action  cannot 
be  maintained  for  the  erection,  yet  it  may  for  a  continuance 
of  the  same  nuisance.  The  continuance  of  that  which  was 
originally  a  nuisance  is,  in  fact,  a  new  nuisance.4  For  the 
continuance  of  a  nuisance,  each  successive  owner  of  the  land 
on  which  there  exists  an  actual  nuisance,  is  liable,  though  it 
may  have  been  begun  before  his  estate  commenced.6 

Where,  however,  the  party  was  not  the  originator  of  the 
nuisance,  a  request  must  be  made  to  remove  it  before  any  action 
is  brought ;  but  it  is  sufficient  if  such  request  is  made  to  the 
party  in  possession,  though  he  be  only  lessee;6  and  a  request  to 
a  former  occupier  while  in  possession  has  been  held  sufficient 
to  bind  a  subsequent  occupier.7 

If  the  owner  of  land  on  which  a  nuisance  exists  lets  the  land,  for  continu- 
an  action  for  the  continuance  of  the  nuisance  will  lie  at  the  nuisance 
option  of  the  party  injured,  either  against  the  landlord  or  the 
tenant;8  but  no  such  action  lies  against  the  landlord  for  any 


1  Umfrerille  v.  Johnson.  L.  R.,  10 
Ch.  580  ;  44  L.  J.,  Ch.  752 ;  Pollock  v. 
Letter,  1 1  Ha.  274  :  see,  however,  Hudson 
v.  Maddison,  12  Sim.  416.  In  the  case  of 
Cowan  v.  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  2  App.  Cas. 
344,  the  House  of  Lords  held,  that  by  the 
practice  of  the  Scotch  Courts,  in  a  case 
of  nuisance  by  pollution,  the  several 
sufferers  may  combine  and  bring  a  joint 
action  against  the  several  authors  of 
the  nuisance — asking  a  declarator  and 
interdict,  but  not  claiming  damages. 

2  Angell  on  Watercourses,  p.  587 ; 
Pen  ruddock'*  case,  5  Rep.  100;  East- 
man v.  Amoskeag  Manufacturing  Co.,  4 
N.  H.  143  (American  case) ;  Shadicelly. 
Hutchinson,  2  B.  &  A.  97  ;  4  C.  &  P. 
333  ;  36  R.  R.  497  ;  Batishill  v.  Reed, 
18  C.  B.  606  ;  Wihon  v.  Peto,  6  Moo. 


47 ;  Gillon  v.  Boddington,  1  Car.  &  P. 
541  ;  29  R.  R.  243,  n. ;  Gale  on  Ease- 
ments, pp.  550 — 556. 

8  Under  the  Crown  Suits  Ordinance 
of  1876,  s.  18,  sub-s.  2,  the  Crown  can 
be  sued  in  tort :  A.- 6.  v.  Wemyss,  3  App, 
Cas.  192— P.  C. 

4  Angell  on  Watercourses,  p.  587. 

4  Gale  on  Easements,  p.  557. 

6  Penruddock's  case,  5  Rep.  181  ; 
Brent  v.  Hudson,  Cro.  Jac.  555  ;  Jones 
x.Williams,  11  M.  &  W.  176. 

"  Salmon  v.  Bensley,  Ry.  &  M.  189, 
at  Nisi  Prius  ;  27  R.  R.  745. 

8  Todd  v.  Flight,  9  C.  B.,  N.  S.  377  ; 
Mason  v.  SJieicshury,  L.  R.,  6  Q.  B. 
585 ;  Christian  Smith's  ca*e,  Sir  W. 
Jones,  272  ;  Roswell  v.  Prior,  2  Salk. 
460  ;  R.  v.  Pedley,  1  A.  &  E.  822  ;  40 
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such  act  of  bis  tenant  during  the  continuance  of  bis  tenancy  ; 1 
and  a  declaration  charging  the  defendant  with  the  duty  of 
cleansing  drains,  merely  as  owner  and  proprietor  thereof,  is  bad.3 
If,  however,  a  landlord  makes  a  drain  for  the  use  of  his  tenants, 
and  keeps  it  in  his  own  possession,  and  allows  them  to  use  it, 
he  is  liable  if  it  becomes  a  nuisance  through  their  user  whilst 
in  his  possession.3 

A  landlord  has  been  held  not  liable  if  he  has  taken  a  covenant 
to  repair  from  the  tenant,  as  in  such  case  he  does  not  authorize 
the  continuance  of  the  nuisance.4 
by  a  stranger.       s0  the  owner  of  land  has  been  held  not  responsible  for  the 

act  of  a  stranger  causing  or  continuing  a  nuisance,  which  he 
neither  authorized  nor  adopts.  Thus,  in  Saxby  v.  Manchester 
Railway*  the  defendants  were  owners  of  the  soil  of  a  stream 
which  supplied  water  to  two  print  works.  A.,  whilst  occupier 
of  both  works,  erected  a  weir  across  the  stream,  and  thereby 
diverted  the  water  from  one  of  the  works.  The  plaintiff  becoming 
lessee  of  the  last-mentioned  work,  and  entitled  to  the  water 
of  the  stream,  removed  the  weir.  A.  afterwards,  without  any 
authority  from  defendants,  and  against  their  will,  replaced  the 
weir.  The  Court  held  that  the  defendants  were  not  responsible 
for  the  act  of  A.,  or  for  the  continuance  of  the  nuisance ;  and 
that  a  nonsuit  which  had  been  directed  was  right.6 

Whenever  an  injury  is  done  to  a  right,  actual  perceptible 
damage  is  not  indispensable  as  the  foundation  of  an  action  ;  but 
it  is  sufficient  to  show  the  violation  of  the  right,  and  the  law 
will  presume  damage.7 

Thus,  in  Rose  v.  Groves*  where  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of 
a  public-house  on  a  navigable  river,  and  defendant  obstructed 
his  right  of  access  thereto,  by  placing  floats  of  timber  in  front 
thereof,  the  Court  held  that,  this  being  the  obstruction  of  a 
private  right,  proof  of  special  damage  was  unnecessary. 


Whether 
proof  of 
actual 
damage  is 
necessary  to 
support  an 
action. 


R.  R.  444  ;  Thomjmon  v.  Gilbert,  7  M.  & 
W.  456  ;  see,  however,  Bypon  v.  BmoUs, 
Cro.  Jac.  378. 

1  Cheeihum  v.  Hampton,  4  T.  R.  318  ; 
2  R.  R.  397  ;  Bisk  v.  Banter  fidd,  4  C.  B. 
783  ;  Bishop  v.  Bedford,  1  E.  &  E.  697  ; 
Preston  v.  Xorfolk,  2  H.  k  N.  735; 
Bart  left  v.  Baker,  3  H.  &  C.  153. 

2  Bmsell  v.  She?tton,  3  Q.  B.  449. 

3  Brown  v.  Bus*ell,  L.  R.,  3  Q.  B.  261. 

4  Pretty  v.  Bickmore,  L.  R.,  8  C.  P. 
401  ;  Gwimiell  v.  Rimer,  L.  It.,  10  C.  P. 
668  ;  see  Gaudy  v.  Jtibber,  5  B.  &  S. 
7K  485  ;  9  B.  &  S.  15  :  Bobbin*  v.  Jane*, 


15  C.  B..  N.  S.  240. 
*  L.  R.,  4  C.  P.  198. 

6  See  also  Da  Hulls  v.  Pdttr,  4  C.  & 
P.  262  ;  34  R.  R.  793.  For  other  cases 
on  responsibility  for  nuisance,  see  Pen- 
dleby  v.  Greenhalgh,  1  Q.  B.  D.  36; 
Pichird  v.  Smith,  10  C.  B.f  N.  S.  470  ; 
If  yams  v.  Webster,  L.  R.,  2  Q.  B.  138  ; 
HadUy  v.  Taylor,  L.  R.,  1  C.  P.  58. 

7  Per  Parke,  B.,  in  Embrey  v.  Oweti. 
6  Ex.  353 ;  Wood  v.  Waud,  3  Ex.  748  ; 
see  ante,  Chap.  III. 

8  5  M.  &  G.  613;  see  also  Lyon  v. 
Fifth mongers'  Co. ,  1  App.  C.  662. 
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Upon  an  information  filed  by  the  Attorney-General  to  restrain 
a  public  body  from  transgressing  powers  conferred  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  it  is  not  necessary  to  prove  that  an  injury  to  the 
public  will  result  from  the  acts  complained  of;  and  in  this 
respect  there  is  no  difference  between  an  ex  officio  information 
and  an  information  at  the  relation  of  a  private  individual.1 

Any  unreasonable  and  unauthorized  use  of  the  common 
benefit  of  the  flow  of  water,  as  between  riparian  proprietors, 
will  give  a  right  of  action  to  the  party  whose  rights  are  infringed, 
without  proof  of  actual  damage.  Thus,  the  claim  by  an  upper 
riparian  proprietor,  to  divert  permanently  the  whole  of  a  6tream, 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  a  town  with  water,  is  not  a  reason- 
able use  connected  with  the  tenement  of  that  proprietor,  and  he 
will  be  restrained  from  so  using  the  water,  though  no  injury 
has  been  sustained  by  the  lower  riparian  proprietor.2 

In  Pennington  v.  Brinsop  Hall  Co.,3  plaintiff  claimed  as  a 
riparian  proprietor  of  a  mill,  and  also  as  having  forty  years' 
prescriptive  right  to  the  use  of  pure  water.  Defendants  alleged, 
admitting  the  pollution,  that  the  water  did  no  appreciable 
injury  to  plaintiffs,  and  that  the  water  was  first  polluted  by 
others.  They  urged  that  if  an  injunction  was  granted  they 
would  be  ruined.  Fry,  J.,  said :  "  Plaintiffs  allege  that  the 
"  defendants  pollute  the  stream  so  as  to  create  an  injury  to 
"plaintiffs'  rights,  and  they  say,  1st,  that  this  is  an  injury 
"  accompanied  by  damage ;  and  2nd,  that  if  it  be  unaccompanied 
"  by  damage  they  have  nevertheless  a  good  cause  of  action. 
*"  This  second  proposition  of  plaintiffs  is,  in  my  judgment,  well 
"  founded.  ...  I  may  observe,  in  passing,  that  the  case  of 
"  a  stream  affords  a  very  clear  illustration  of  the  difference 
"  between  injury  and  damage,  for  the  pollution  of  a  clear  btream 
"  is  to  a  riparian  proprietor  below  both  injury  and  damage, 
"  whilst  the  pollution  of  a  stream  already  made  foul  and  useless 
4S  by  other  pollutions  is  an  injury  without  damage,  which  would, 


1  A.-O.  v.  Corker  moutn  luteal  Board, 
L.  R.,  18  Eq  172  ;  44  L.  J.,  Ch.  118  ;  30 
L.  T.  590  ;  see  ante,  Chap.  III. 

2  Swindon  Waterworks  y.  Wilts  Canal, 
L.  R.,  7  H.  L.  697  ;  Claxton  v.  Claxton 
Ir.  R.,  7  C.  L.  23  ;  Harrop  v.  Hirst, 
L.  R„  4  Ex.  43  ;  Sampson  v.  Hoddinot, 
1  C.  B.,  N.  S.  590  ;  Elhcell  v.  Crowther, 
10  W.  R.  615  ;  Medtoay  v.  Romney,  9 
C.  B.,  N.  S.  575  ;  Xortham  v.  Hurley,  1 


E.  &  B.  665  :  Mason  v.  Hill,  5  B.  &  A. 
1  ;  39  R.  R.  354  ;  Earl  Ripon  v.  Hobart, 
3  Myl.  &  K.  1«9  ;  41  R.  R.40  ;  William* 
v.  Moreland,  2  B.  &  C.  910  ;  26  R.  R. 
579. 

3  5  Ch.  Div.  769 ;  see  also  Clnwei  v. 
Staffordshire  Potteries,  L.  R.,8  Oh.  125; 
(Wtssletj  v.  Liffhtoioler,  L.  RM  2  Ch.  478; 
St.  Helens  v.  Tipping,  11  H.  L.  642  ; 
A.-G.  v.  Leeds,  L.  R.,  5  Ch.  583. 
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Public  nuis- 
ance, when 
actionable 


and  indict- 
able. 


"  however,  at  once  become  both   injury  and  damage  on  the 
"  cessation  of  the  other  pollutions." 

A  riparian  proprietor  exercising  in  a  reasonable  way  his 
ordinary  riparian  rights,  will  not,  however,  be  liable  to  an 
action  unless  he  work  actual  damage  to  another  riparian  owner 
above  or  below  him.1 

"By  the  general  law,"  says  Lord  Kingsdown,  "applicable 
"  to  running  streams,  every  riparian  proprietor  has  a  right  to 
"  what  may  be  called  the  ordinary  use  of  the  water  flowing  past 
"  his  land,  for  instance,  to  the  reasonable  use  of  the  water  for  his 
"  domestic  purposes  and  for  his  cattle,  and  this  without  regard 
"  to  the  effect  which  such  use  may  have  in  case  of  deficiency 
"  upon  proprietors  lower  down  the  stream.  But,  further,  he 
"  has  a  right  to  the  use  of  it  for  any  purpose,  or  what  may  be 
"  deemed  the  extraordinary  use  of  it,  provided  he  does  not  inter- 
"  fere  thereby  with  the  rights  of  other  proprietors  either  above 
"  or  below.  Subject  to  this  condition  he  may  dam  it  up  for  the 
"  purpose  of  a  mill,  or  divert  the  water  for  the  purpose  of  irriga- 
"  tion.  But  he  has  no  right  to  interrupt  the  regular  flow  of  the 
"  6tream  if  he  thereby  interferes  with  the  lawful  use  of  the  water 
"  by  other  proprietors  and  inflicts  upon  them  a  sensible  injury."2 

To  entitle  a  private  person  to  maintain  an  action  for  a 
thing  which  amounts  to  a  public  nuisance,  he  must  show  that 
he  has  sustained  a  particular  damage  or  injury  other  than  and 
beyond  the  general  injury  to  the  public,  and  that  such  damage 
is  direct  and  substantial.8  Thus,  in  Hose  v.  Miles,4  where  the 
plaintiff  was  obstructed  in  his  use  of  a  navigable  water,  and  was 
damaged  by  being  obliged  to  unload  his  barge  and  carry  his 
goods  overland,  the  Court  held  that  he  had  a  good  cause  of  action. 

A  party  guilty  of  causing  a  public  nuisance  may  be  prose- 
cuted by  indictment,  upon  which  he  may  be  fined  and 
imprisoned,  and  judgment  given  to  abate  the  nuisance ;  *  the 


1  Embrey  v.  Owen,  6  Ex.  353 ;  Orr 
Ewing  v.  Colquhoun,  2  A  pp.  C.  839  ; 
Biekett  v.  Morris,  L.  R.,  1  H.  L., 
Sc.  47  ;  Swindon  Water  Co.  v.  Wilts 
and  Berk*  Camd,  L.  R.,  7  H.  L.  6U7  ; 
Hotter  v.  Porrit,  L.  R.,  10  Ex.  59  ;  see 
also  Week*  v.  J/omtrd,  10  W.  R.  557. 

2  Miner  v.  Gilmovr,  12  Moo.,  P.  C. 
131  ;  see  ante,  Chap.  III.,  pp.  181 
et  sea. 

3  Benjamin  v.  Storr,  L.  R.,  9  G.  P. 
400;  Hubert  v.  Grorex,  1  Esp.  148; 
Rieltet  v.  Metropolitan  Rly.,  L.  R.,  2 
H.  L.  175;  5  B.  &  S.,  p.  761,  per  Erie, 


C.  J.;  Winterlwtham  v.  Lord  Derby, 
L.  R.,  2  Ex.  316;  Pain  v.  Patrick,  3 
Mod.  289. 

4  4  M.  &  S.  101  ;  16  R.  R.  405  ;  see 
Hart  v.  Barnettf  T.  Jones,  156  ;  Greas- 
ley  v.  Codling,  9  Moo.  489  ;  27  R.  R. 
626  ;  Wiggins  v.  Boddington,  3  C.  &  P. 
544  ;  33  R.  R.  699. 

5  4  Blackstone's  Com.  167  ;  Reg.  v. 
Wigg,  Salk.  460  ;  Rex  v.  Russell,  6  B.& 
C.  566 :  30  R.  R.  432  :  Rex  v.  Ward.  4 
A.  &  E.  384  :  43  R.  R.  364  ;  Rex  v. 
Lindall,  6  A.  &  E.  143  ;  Rex  v.  Morri*, 
1  B.  &  A.  441. 
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question  in  all  such  cases  being  whether  the  acts  done  amount 
to  a  nuisance.1 

Another  remedy  for  a  public  nuisance  is  by  information  at  information 
the  suit  of  the  Attorney-General.  When  a  person  has  sustained  and  8Ult' 
special  damage  over  and  above  the  general  damages  sustained 
by  the  public,  there  may  be  both  an  information  and  an  action. 
The  Attorney-General  may  file  an  information  to  restrain  the 
thing  complained  of  as  a  public  nuisance ;  and  the  individual 
who  sustains  a  particular  damage  may  join  as  plaintiff  as  well 
as  relator  and  have  the  remedy  for  himself  by  action.2 

A  local  board  might  sue  in  respect  of  a  public  nuisance  with- 
out making  the  Attorney-General  a  party ; 8  but  under  The  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  the  sanction  of  the  Attorney -General  is 
required  if  proceedings  are  taken  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
a  watercourse  from  pollution.4 

An  information  will  lie  against  a  corporation  which  has 
become  a  sanitary  authority  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  for 
allowing  sewage  to  continue  to  run  from  a  drain  in  the  town 
into  a  canal ;  and  they  are  liable  to  be  restrained  by  injunction 
from  continuing  such  nuisance,  though  they  derive  no  profit 
from  the  works  causing  the  nuisance.5 

.  The  proper  remedy  against  a  county  for  non-repair  of  a  bridge6  indictment 
is  by  indictment,  and  no  action  will  lie  against  the  inhabitants  repair^ 
of  a  county  for  an  injury  sustained  in  consequence  of  a  county  bridges, 
bridge  being  out  of  repair.7    By  5  it  6  Will.  IV.  c.  11,  s.  5,  an 
indictment  for  non-repair  of  bridges  may  be  removed  by  certiorari 
into  the  Court  of  King's  Bench. 

On  a  similar  principle  it  has  been  held  that  no  action  for 
personal  and  peculiar  damage  resulting  from  the  want  of  proper 
repair  in  a  county  bridge  will  lie  against  the  county  surveyor, 
either  at  common  law,  or  under  43  Geo.  III.  c.  59.8 


i  Bex  v.  Medley,  6  C.  k  P.  292. 

2  Kerr  on  Injunctions,  p.  167  ;  A.-G. 
v.  Johnson.  2  Wils.  C.  C.  87  ;  18  R.  R. 
156;  A.-G.  v.  Sheffield,  3  D.,  M.  k  G. 
304  ;  A.-G.  v.  Lonsdale,  L.  R.,  7  Eq. 
377:  A.-G.  v.  Halifax,  17  W.  R.  1088  ; 
A.-G.  v.  Hackney,  L.  R.,  20  Eq.  626; 
A.-G.  v.  Birmingham,  4  K.  &  J.  328; 
A.-G.  v.  Cocker  mouth,  L.  R.,  18  Eq.  172. 

3  Nuneaton  Local  Board  v.  General 
Sewage  Co.,  L.  R.,  20  Eq.  127. 

«  38  &  39  Vict.  c.  55,  s.  69. 
5  A.-G.    v.    Basingstoke,    45    L.    J., 
Ch.  726. 


6  Bex  v.  Buck*,  12  East,  192;  11 
R.  R.  347  ;  cf.  Bex  v.  West  Biding  of 
Yorkshire,  2  East,  342;  6  R.  R.  439; 
Bex  v.  Uendon,  4  B.  k  A.  628  ;  38 
R.  R.  333  ;  Bex  v.  Lancashire,  2  B. 
k  A.  813;  36  R.  R.  753;  Bex  v. 
Xortltampton,  2  M.  k  S.  262;  15  R.  R. 
241  ;  Bex  v.  Whitney,  4N.&M.  594  ; 
3  A.  k  E.  69 ;  7  C.  k  P.  208  ;  42  R.  R. 
329.  As  to  bridges  generally,  see  ante. 
Chap.  VIII. 

7  Bussell  v.  Devon,  2  T.  R.  667  ;    1 
R.  R.  585. 

8  Mackinnon  v.  Benson,  8  Exch.  319. 
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An  indictment  will  not  lie  for  the  non-repair  of  a  bridge  unless 
it  be  in  a  highway.  "  Highways"  is  a  general  term  for  all  public 
ways,  as  well  cart,  horse,  and  footways,  and  an  indictment  lies 
for  any  one  of  these  ways  if  they  are  common  to  all  the  Queen's 
subjects.1  If  a  way  be  in  decay  an  indictment  of  necessity  lies, 
for  an  action  on  the  case  will  not  lie  without  special  damage,2 
and  no  action  on  the  case  will  lie  against  inhabitants  of  a  county 
for  non-repair  of  a  bridge,  because  they  are  not  a  corporation, 
and  cannot  be  sued/ 

The  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  cannot  impose  more  than  one 
tine  for  the  non-repair  of  a  bridge.4 

In  cases  of  nuisance  and  injury  to  the  rights  of  property,  the 
Courts  will  interfere  by  injunction  in  aid  of  the  legal  right  for 
interlocutory,  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  property  from  damage.     Thus  an 

interlocutory  injunction  will  be  granted  to  protect  the  property 
from  irreparable,  or  at  least  from  substantial  or  material  damage 
pending  the  trial  of  the  right.6     After  the  establishment  of 


Injunctions. 


Per  Pollock,  0.  B.  :  "  This  was  an  action 
"  against  defendant  as  surveyor  of  a 
"  county  bridge  for  a  i>articular  damage 
*•  sustained  by  the  plaintiff  in  conse- 
••  «jucncc  of  a  want  of  repair  of  a  county 
"  bridge.  .  .  .  The  only  question  is, 
44  whether  an  action  for  a  peeulinr 
••  damage  resulting  to  the  plaintiff  for 
**  want  of  proper  repair  to  a  county 
''bridge  will  lie  against  the  county's 
'•  surveyor. 

"  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of 
"  the  general  rule  that  when  an  indict- 
44  ment  can  be  maintained  against  an 
*■  individual  or  a  coloration  for  some- 
"  thing  done  to  the  general  damage  of 
44  the  public,  an  action  on  the  case  can 
'*  be  maintained  for  a  special  damage 
"thereby  done  to  an  individual,  as  in 
"  the  ordinary  case  of  a  nuisance  on  the 
'■  highway  by  a  stranger  digging  a  ditch 
*•  across  it,  or  by  the  default  of  the 
41  pci'son  bound  to  repair  rations  tenurte 
44 .  .  .  {Mayor  of  Lyme  Reqi*  v. 
44  Henley,  5  Bing.  91  ;  8  Bligli,  690 ; 
44  37  K.  R.  125,  as  to  repair  of  sea  walls). 
'" .  .  .  But  it  has  been  held,  no  such 
"  action  on  the  case  would  lie  against 
"  the  inhabitants  of  a  county  for  a 
"  special  injury  sustained  by  a  plaintiff 
44  by  reason  of  their  neglect  to  repair  a 
44  county  bridge  (Russell  v.  Men  of 
44  Deron,  2  T.  R.  667  ;  1  It.  H.  585).  We 
"think  it  clear,  on  the  full  considera- 
"  tion  of  that  case,  that  the  only  reason 
44  why   the  nction   would   not  lie    was 


44  because  the  inhabitants  of  the  count v 
'*  were  not  a  corporation  and  could  not 
*■  be  sued, — a  difficulty  which  was  got 
"  rid  of  in  the  case  of  the  Statutes  of 
44  Hue  and  Cry  by  giving  a  specific 
44  remedy  against  the  hundred.  We  have 
4*  then  to  decide  whether  the  4th  section 
4- of  42  Geo.  III.  c.  59  removes  that 
4*  difficulty.  .  .  .  We  have,  therefore, 
44  come  to  the  conclusion  that  judgment 
44  ought  to  be  arrested." 

1  Reg.  v.  Saint  iff,  «  Mod.  255  ;  Holt. 
129. 

2  Ibid. ;  2  Lord  Raymond,  1 1 74. 

3  Pollock,  C.  B..  in  Markittnttn  v. 
Pen*on%  8  Exch.  319.  As  to  evidence 
admissible  on  indictments  for  non- 
repair of  bridges,  see  Re*  v.  Adderhvry 
Ea*t,  I  D.  A:  M.  H24  ;  Rrg.  v.  Bedfard- 
*ftire.  4  E.  &  Bl.  535  :  Rrx  v.  Burking- 
ham,  8  B.  &  C.  375  ;  2  M.  &  M.  412. 

4  R.  v.  Mactti/nleth  and  Penegoe*,  4  B. 
&  A.  469  :  23  IK.  R.  349.  As  to  costs,  see 
Reg.  v.  Bedfordshire,  4  EL  &  Bl.  535  ;  1 
Jur.,  N.  S.  208  :  24  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  81 ;  Reg. 
v.  Merionethshire,  1  New  Sess.  Cas.  316; 
6  Q.  B.  343  :  8  Jur.  778  ;  13  L.  J.,  M.  C. 
158  ;  R.  v.  Ilottlgrare,  1  B.  &  A.  312  ;  19 
R.  R.  332  ;  R.  v.  Bird,  2  B.  &  A.  522 : 
R.  v.  Dorset,  15  East,  594  ;  as  to  stay  of 
judgment,  see  R.  v.  Southanqtio*,  2 
Chitty,  215  ;  13  R.  R.  443. 

*  See  Kerr  on  Injunctions,  3rd  ed., 
pp.  9,  14,  612,  613,  630.  As  to  under- 
takings in  damages  when  interim  in* 
junctions  are  granted,  see  East  Monlsey 
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the  right,  and  of  the  fact  of  its  violation,  a  man  is  in  general 
entitled,  as  of  course,  to  a  perpetual  injunction  to  prevent  the  Perpetual. 
recurrence  of  the  wrong,  unless  there  be  something  special  in  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.1 

If  the  case  made  out  is  such  that  the  recovery  of  damages  Foundation 
will  give  a  full  and  adequate  compensation  for  the  injury,  no  ferenceof  the 
foundation  is  laid  for  the  interference  of  the  Court  by  way  of  Courts  by- 
injunction.      If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  injury  is  of  so  material 
a  nature  that  it  cannot  be  well  or  fully  compensated  by  the 
recovery  of  damages,  or  be  such  as  from  its  continuance  and 
permanent  mischief  might  occasion  a  constantly  recurring  griev- 
ance, a  foundation  is  laid  for  the  interference  of  the  Court  by 
way  of  injunction.2     The  order  may  be  framed  so  as  to  compel 
a  defendant  to  restore  things  to  their  former  condition ;   and 
when  framed  in  such  a  form  it  is  called  a  mandatory  injunction.3  Mandatory 
The  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  is  founded  on  the  equity  of  reliev-  inJunctums- 
ing  a  man  from  the  necessity  of  bringing  repeated  actions  for 
damages  for  every  violation  of  a  common   law  right,  and   of 
finally  quieting  the  right,  after  a  case  has  received  such  full 
decision  as  entitles  a  man  to  be  protected  against  further  trials 
of  the  right.1 

Where,  therefore,  an  action  for  damages  by  a  riparian  pro-   injunctions 
prietor  lies  for  an  interference  with  a  stream,  the  Court  will  S^nt  re- 
interfere    by  injunction   to  restrain  the  nuisance,  even  where  pcated 
no  actual  damage  is  proved,  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  of  ac  ,ons, 
repeated  actions ; 5  and  also  where  the  act  done  is  claimed  as  and  to  pro- 
of right,  on  the  ground  that  the  repetition  of  the  act  would  at  T.ent  afcq.ui?*" 
the  end  of  twenty  years  establish  a  right  in  the  claimant  in 
derogation  of  the  prior  right.6    Where  the  Court  is  of  opinion 


Local  Board  v.  Lambeth  Waterworks, 
(1897)  2  Ch.  289  ;  62  L.  J.,  Ch.  82  ;  67 
L.  T.  493. 

1  Kerr  on  Injunctions,  pp.  9,  42—44, 
637—646  ;  Wood  v.  Snteliffe,  2  Sim.,  N.  S. 
166  :  Imperial  Gas  Co.  v.  Broadbent,  7 
H.  L.  612. 

2  Kerr  on  Injunctions,  p.  165  ;  A.-G. 
v.  Niclwll,  16  Ves.  338  ;  10  «.  R. 
186  ;  A.-G.  v.  Sheffield,  3  D.,  M.  &  G. 
319  :  Wilson  v.  Ttnonend,  1  Drew.  &  Sm. 
329. 

3  Kerr  on  Injunctions,  pp.  48 — 51, 
638,  646 ;  Bobinson  v.  Lord  Byron,  1 
Bro.  C.  C.  588  ;  A.-G.  v.  Birmingham, 
4  K.  &  J.  547. 

4  Lincnde*  v.  Settle,  33  L.  J.,  Ch.  451. 
6  Pennington  v.  Brinsop,  5  Ch.  Div. 


769;  Clowes  v.  Stafftrrdshire  Water 
Co.,  L.  R.,  8  Ch.  125,  143  ;  Rochdale 
Canal  v.  Radcliffe,  18  Q.  B.  287. 

6  Swindofi  Water  Co.  v.  Wilts  and 
Berks  Canal,  L.  R.,  7  H.  L.  697  : 
Goldxmid  v.  Ttmhridge  Wells,  L.  R.,  I 
Ch.  349  ;  Crossley  v.  Lightowler,  L.  R. , 
2  Ch.  478  ;  Ilarrop  v.  Hirst,  L.  R.,  4 
Ex.  43.  An  injunction  will  be  granted 
in  the  absence  of  proof  of  substantial 
damage,  on  the  ground  that  the  de- 
fendants by  their  pleading  claimed  a 
right  to  continue  doing  that  which  the 
Court  held  they  were  not  entitled  to  do. 
In  an  action  by  a  sanitary  authority  to 
restrain  the  sanitary  authority  of  a 
neighbouring  district  from  authorizing 
or  directing  sewage  from  their  district 


638 


REMEDIES  FOR  THE  INFRINGEMENT  OF  RIGHTS  OF  WATER. 


that  the  damage  complained  of  is  too  trivial,1  or  where  there 
in  a  doubt  as  to  whether  damage  will  accrue,  an  injunction  will 
be  refused,  and  the  defendant  will  be  left  to  his  remedy  at  law,2 
but  where  the  right  and  its  invasion  are  clearly  established  an 
injunction  will  be  granted  without  an  issue  at  law  being  directed.5 
In  certain  cases,  notwithstanding  the  want  of  direct  evidence  of 
injury,  the  Court,  to  prevent  a  possible  mischief,  will  grant  an 
injunction  and  give  the  plaintiff  leave  to  bring  an  action.4     The 
right  to  an  injunction  may  be  lost  by  negligence.5     The  Court 
will  also  interfere  by  injunction  to   prevent  bodies  possessing 
Parliamentary  powers  from  exceeding  or  abusing  those  powers, 
it  being  a  principle  of  law  that  persons  interfering  with  the 
property  of  others  by  Act  of  Parliament  are  strictly  tied  down 
to  the  limits  of  the  powers  granted  by  the  Act.6    Where  the 


to  flow  into  the  sewers  of  the  plaintiffs, 
the  Court  granted  an  injunction  as  to 
the  future,  but  refused  to  grant  a 
mandatory  injunction  to  compel  the 
stopping  up  of  existing  drains :  (1) 
because  to  do  so  would  cause  serious 
inconvenience  to  the  district  ;  and  (2) 
because  it  is  doubtful  whether  a  local 
board  have  i>ower  to  stop  up  drains 
which  they  have  once  authorized  to  be 
connected  with  their  sewers.  And, 
inasmuch  as  the  injunction  granted 
applied  only  to  the  future,  the  Court 
refused  to  suspend  its  oi>eration.  A.-G. 
v.  Acton  Local  Board,  22  Ch.  D.  221  : 
52  L.  J.,  Ch.  108  ;  47  I..  T.  510;  sec 
also  Metropolitan  Hoard  of  Worn*  v. 
Undon  and  X.  If.  lily.,  17  Ch.  D.  246, 
ante,  pp.  164—188. 

1  Llandudno  Urban  District  Council, 
( 1 899)  2  Ch.  705. 

s  JCdlcston  v.  CrostUy,  18  L.  T.  15. 

3  Ash  worth  v.  Browne,  10  lr..  Ch.  R. 
421.  In  Daly  v.  Murray,  L.  R.,  17  lr., 
185,  196,  lands  adjoining  the  sea  shore 
were  granted,  by  a  patent  of  Charles  IT., 
to  the  predecessor  in  title  of  the  plaintiff 
D.  The  patent  did  not  expressly  grant 
the  foreshore,  but  from  the  year  1806 
downwards  the  patentee's  representa- 
tives were  proved  to  have  constantly 
exercised  acts  of  ownership  over  it,  and 
their  title  had  from  time  to  time  been 
recognized  by  their  adjacent  tenants 
and  others  in  the  locality.  They  had 
also,  at  various  times  l>etweeii  1849  and 
and  1874,  obtained  convictions  at  petty 
sessions  against  trespassers  for  removing 
the  sand  and  seaweed.  In  1882  the 
present  defendants — twenty  in  number, 
some  of  whom  had  been  among  the 
parties    so    convicted  —  claiming     an 


immemorial  right  as  licensees  of  the 
Crown,  organized  a  series  of  tres}>asses 
on  the  premises,  carrying  off  the  sea- 
weed. &c.  D.  then  brought  an  action 
against  them  and  the  Attorney -General, 
seeking  an  injunction,  and  to  have  his 
}K>ssession  quieted.  An  order  made  on 
the  usual  summons  to  fix  the  mode  of 
trial  directed  that  the  cause  should  he 
heanl  before  the  judge  alone,  and  the 
evidence  given  by  affidavit,  and  this 
order  was  unappealed  from.  The  cause 
having  come  on  for  hearing  accord- 
ingly, Chatterton.  V.-C,  granted  the 
relief  sought.  The  Attorney-General 
acquiesced  in  the  decision,  but  the  other 
defendants  having  appealed,  and  con- 
tending that  the  plaintiff's  title  should 
have  been  first  established  by  the  verdict 
of  a  j  ury  : — livid,  by  the  Court  of  A  ppeal 
(affirming  the  decision  below),  that  the 
previous  verdict  of  a  jury  in  the  plain- 
tiff's favour  was  not  necessary  in  such  a 
ease,  and  that  the  circumstances  fullv 
justified  the  relief  that  had  been  granted. 
See  Tenham  v.  Herbert*  2  Atk.  483: 
York  (brjtoration  v.  Pilkiugion*  1  Atk. 
282. 

4  Cloice*  v.  Beeh,  20  L.  J.,  Ch.  505 ; 
see  Bradbury  v.  Manchester,  &  and  L. 
Ely.,  15  Jur.  1167. 

*  Rochdale  Omal  Co.  v.  Radrliffe. 
18  Q.  B.  287  ;  Rochdale  Canal  v.  King, 
20  L.  J.,  Ch.  675;  2  Sim.,  N.  8.  78; 
Skand  v.  Henderson,  2  Dow.  H.  L.  C. 
519 ;  14  H.  R.  202 ;  and  cases  in 
note  1,  p.  303,  ante. 

6  Oldaher  v.  Hun/,  19  Beav.  425,  and 
cases  ante.  pp.  171  et  *eq.,  268  et  seq.; 
Goodxon  v.  llichard*on.  L.  R.,  9  Ch.  221. 
A  local  board  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  causing  a  nuisance  by  any  act 
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legislature  is  of  opinion  that  certain  acts  will  produce  injury 
it  is  enough,  and  active  injury  need  not  be  proved.1 

If  the  effect  of  granting  an  injunction  would  have  the  effect  of 
inflicting  serious  damage  upon  the  defendant,  without  restoring 
or  tending  to  restore  the  plaintiff  to  the  position  in  which  he 
originally  stood,  or  doing  him  any  real  practical  good,  or  if  the 
mischief  complained  of  can  be  fully  and  adequately  compensated 
by  a  pecuniary  sum,  an  injunction  will  not  issue.2  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  mischief  complained  of  is  of  so  material  a  nature 
that  it  cannot  be  properly,  fully  and  adequately  compensated  by 
a  pecuniary  sum,  and  the  granting  an  injunction  will  restore  or 
tend  to  restore  the  parties  to  the  position  in  which  they  formerly 
stood,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Court  to  interfere  by  perpetual 
injunction,  notwithstanding  the  serious  damage  caused  thereby 
to  the  defendant.3 

The  Court  will  not  hold  its  hand  upon  the  ground  of  a  decision 
being  appealed  from,  unless  it  has  some  doubt  of  the  justice  of 
that  decision.4 

The  Court  will  not  interfere  by  injunction  in  a  case  of  merely  Prospective 

.  iniurv 

prospective  injury;  but  although  the  fact  of  prospective  nuisance 
is  not  of  itself  a  ground  for  the  interference  of  the  Court,5  yet  if 
some  degree  of  present  nuisance  exists,  the  Court  will  take  into 
account  its  probable  continuance  and  increase.6 

Where  the  plaintiff  has  proved  a  right  to  an  injunction,  it  is  No  part  of 
no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Court  to  inquire  in  what  way  the      e  uyo 


which,  independently  of  the  statute, 
would  have  given  a  cause  of  action  to 
any  person,  may  be  liable  in  damages,  or 
be  restrained  by  injunction,  unless  they 
can  show  a  justification  under  the 
powers  of  the  statute.  But  if  a  local 
board  do  not  act  themselves  so  as  to  cause 
a  nuisance,  but  neglect  to  perform  their 
duty  of  providing  a  satisfactory  and 
healthy  system  of  drainage,  it  is  no 
ground  of  action  by  an  individual  for 
damages  or  an  injunction,  but  the 
remedy  is  by  prerogative  writ  of 
mandamus  :  and  semble,  this  jurisdic- 
tion, notwithstanding  the  25th  section 
of  the  Judicature  Act,  1873,  ought  not 
to  be  exercised  except  by  the  Queen's 
Bench  Division.  Glossop  v.  Helston 
and  Isleworth  Local  Board,  12  Ch.  D. 
102;  see  A.-G.  v.  Dorking  Union,  20 
Ch.  D.  595 ;  A.-G.  v.  Acton  Local 
Board,  22  Ch.  D.  221 ;  52  L.  J.,  Ch. 
108  ;  47  L.  T.  510  ;  Peebles  v.  Oswald- 
whistle  District  Council,  (1897)  1  Q.  B. 


384,  ante,  p.  178. 

1  A.-G.  v.  Cocker  mouth,  L.  R.,  18  Eq. 
172. 

2  Wood  v.  Sutclife,  2  Sim.,  N.  S.  163  ; 
Bankart  v.  Houghton,  27  Beav.  431. 

3  Pennington  v.  Brinsop,  5  Ch.  D. 
769;  A.-O.  v.  Birmingham,  4  K.  &  J. 
328 ;  Spokes  v.  Banbury,  L.  R.,  1  Eq. 
42  ;  Wood  v.  Sutclifie,  2  Sim.,  N.  S.  166  ; 
Bankart  v.  Houghton,  27  Beav.  431  ; 
A.-G.  v.  Bradford,  L.  R.,  2  Eq.  71. 

4  A.-Q.  v.  Bradford,  L.  R.,  2  Eq.  71. 
8  A.-G.  v.  Kingston,  13  W.  R.  888. 

6  Goldsmith  v.  Tunbridge.  L.  R.,  1 
Eq.  349  ;  A.-G.  v.  Sheffield,  3  D.,  M.  & 
G.  304 ;  A.-G.  v.  Leeds,  L.  R.,  5  Ch. 
583  ;  A.-G.  v.  Halifax,  39  L.  J.,  Ch. 
129  ;  Elliott  v.  North  Eastern  Ely.,  10 
H.  L.  333  ;  A.-G.  v.  Hackney,  L.  R.,  20 
Eq.  631  ;  Earl  Ripon  v.  Hobart,  3  M. 
&  K.  169;  41  R.  R.  40;  Color  v. 
Lewi  sham,  11  Jur.  340  ;  Elwell  v. 
Crowther,  31  Beav.  163. 
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defendant  can  best  remove  the  nuisance.     The  plaintiff  is  entitled 
to  an  injunction  at  once,  unless  the  removal  of  the  injury  is 
physically  impossible ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  defendant  to  find 
his  way  out  of  the  difficulty,  whatever  the  inconvenience  and 
expense  he  may  be  put  to.     Where  the  difficulty  of  removing  the 
injury  is  great,  the  Court  will  suspend  the  injunction  for  a  time 
to  render  its  removal  possible.1    Where  an  injunction  was  granted 
to  restrain  defendants  from  pouring  sewage  into  a  river,  and 
execution  of  the  order  was  stayed  till  July  1st,  and  the  defendants 
did  not  subsequently  to  July  1st  stop  the  nuisance,  alleging  that 
they  had  not  yet  found  a  way  of  deodorizing  it,  and  that  com- 
pliance with  the  order  was  physically  impossible;  it  was  held 
that  this  was  a  gross  and  wilful  contempt  of  Court,  and  seques- 
tration was  ordered  to  issue.3    In  cases,  however,  where  impor- 
tant public  interests  are  involved  the  Court  will  protect  the 
private  rights  of  individuals,  but  will  at  the  same  time  have 
regard  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  injury  and  nuisance,  and 
to  the  balance  of  inconvenience.8 

The  Courts  will  grant  injunctions  to  restrain  the  diversion  and 
obstruction  of  water  in  a  natural  stream ;  and  though  merely 
nominal  damages  may  have  been  recovered  for  the  diversion, 
the  Court  will  interfere  and  vindicate  the  right  by  perpetual 
injunction,  if  the  act  complained  of  will  cause  irreparable 
mischief  or  permanent  injury,  or  would  have  the  effect  of 
destroying  a  right,4  or  is  calculated  to  found  a  claim  which 
may  ripen  into  a  right.5  If  necessary  the  injunction  will  be 
in  a  mandatory  form.6 

So  the  Courts  will  restrain  the  fouling  and  pollution  of  water 
to  the  injury  of  a  riparian  owner,  even  where  the  damage  is  only 
nominal,  upon  the  ground  of  the  inconvenience  of  leaving  the 
parties  to  repeated  and  successive  actions  for  damages  ;7  but  it  is 


1  A.-G.  v.  Colney  Hatch,  L.  R.,  4  Ch. 
UG,A.-G.  v.  Halifax,  39  L.  J.,  Ch. 
129  ;  Pennington  v.  Brin*op,  5  Ch.  D. 
769  ;  A.-G.  v.  Birmingham,  4  K.  &  J. 
328. 

*  Snvkcsv.  Banbury  Board  of  Health, 
L.  R.,  1  Eq.  42. 

8  Lilly  white  v.  Trimmer,  36  L.  J.,  Ch. 
525;  16  L.  T.  318;  and  cases  ante, 
pp.  1 64  et  seq. 

4  Swindon  Water  Co.  v.  Wilt*  and 
Berh*  Canal,  L.  R.,  7  H.  L.  697; 
Grand  Junction  Canal  v.  Shvgar, 
L.   R.,  6    Ch.    483;    A.-G.   v.     Great 


Eastern  Rly.,  L.  R.,  6  Ch.  677 ;  Elwcll 
v.  Crowther,  31  Beav.  163;  Rochdale 
Canal  v.  King,  2  Sim.,  N.  S.  79 ; 
Tipping  v.  EckertUy.  2  K.  &  J.  264; 
Robinson  v.  Lord  Byron,  I  Bro.,  C.  C. 
588  ;  Weller  v.  Smeattm,  1  Bra,  C  C. 
572. 

*  Young  v.  Bankier  Distillery  Co.. 
(1893)  App.  Cas.  691  :  69  L.  T.  853— 
H.  L.  (Sc). 

•  Harrop  v.  Hirgt,  L.  R.,  4  Ex.  43. 

7  Pennington  v.  Brinxop,  5  Ch.  I>. 
769  ;  Clotoe*  v.  Staffordshire,  L.  R.,  8 
Ch.  125. 
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right,  in  an  order  for  an  injunction,  to  insert  the  words  "  to  the 
"  injury  of  the  plaintiff,"  to  prevent  the  authority  of  the  Court 
being  invoked  for  trivial  reasons.1 

The  Courts  will  not  grant  an  injunction  unless  some  perceptible 
pollution  exists;  and  in  the  case  of  A.-G.  v.  Cocker mouth^ 
Jessel,  M.  B.,  refused  to  grant  an  injunction  at  the  suit  of  a  local 
board  to  restrain  the  defendants  from  discharging  sewage  into  a 
stream  eight  miles  above  the  intake  of  the  plaintiffs'  waterworks, 
the  evidence  showing  that  chemical  analysis  failed  to  detect  any 
pollution  in  the  water  at  the  intake  of  the  waterworks,  though 
it  was  polluted  at  the  point  of  discharge.  In  the  same  case, 
however,  the  Master  of  the  Bolls  granted  an  injunction  at  the 
suit  of  the  Attorney-General,  on  the  ground  that  The  Local 
Government  Acts,  1858  and  1861,  rendered  it  illegal  for  the 
defendants  to  discharge  the  sewage  by  an  outfall  out  of  their 
district,  so  as  to  affect  or  deteriorate  the  water  at  the  point  of 
discharge.  * 

In  Weeks  v.  Howard?  Wood,  V.-C,  refused  to  grant  an  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  the  defendant  from  draining  the  water  out  of 
a  gravel  pit,  which  water  the  plaintiff  alleged,  being  muddy,* 
hindered  the  growth  of  his  watercresses,  on  the  ground  that  the 
defendant  had  as  much  right  to  use  the  stream  for  such  discharge 
as  the  plaintiff  had  to  grow  his  watercresses  there. 

Where  actual  substantial  damage  is  shown,  the  Courts  will 
interfere  by  injunction  to  prevent  its  continuance.6 

In  granting  injunctions  to  restrain  pollution  by  sewage  matter, 
the  practice  is  to  grant  an  immediate  injunction  restraining  any 
new  communications  with  the  river ;  but,  as  to  existing  drains, 
to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  order  for  a  time  to  enable  the 
defendants  to  comply  with  the  order,  by  altering  their  works.6 

In  the  case  of  injury  to  riparian  rights,  the  Courts  will  not, 


1  Ling  wood  v.  Stowmarhet,  L.  R.,  1 
Eq.  77.  For  form  of  order,  see  ibid. 
336. 

*  L.  R.,  18  Eq.  172. 
>  10  W.  K.  567. 

4  Making  water  muddy  is  not  pollu- 
tion. See  Tayler  v.  Bennet,  7  C.  &  P. 
329  ;  39  &  40  Vict.  c.  75,  s  20.  See 
ante,  pp.  175  et  set/, 

•  A.-G.  v.  Leeds,  L.  R.,  5  Ch.  589 ; 
Crowley  y.  Lightowler,  L.  R.,  2  Ch. 
418  ;  Goldsmid  v.  Tunbridge,  L.  R.,  1 
Ch.  349 ;  35  L.  J.  Ch.  382 ;  14  L.  T. 
154  ;    A.-G.  y.  Birmingham,  4  K.  & 

L.W. 


J.  528;  Bidder  v.  Croydon,  6  L.  T., 
N.  S.  778  ;  A.-G,  v.  Luton,  2  Jur.,N.  S. 
180 ;  Manchester  v.  Worksop,  23  Beav. 
198  ;  Wood  v.  Sutclife,  2  Sim.,  N.  S. 
163 ;  Tipping  v.  EckersU-y,  2  K.  &  J. 
264 ;  Oldaker  v.  Hunt,  6  D.,  M.  &  G. 
376. 

6  Goldsmid  v.  Tnnbridge,  L.  R.,  1 
Ch.  349  ;  A.-G.  v.  Colney  Hatch,  L.R., 
4  Ch.  146  ;  A.-G.  v.  Leeds,  L.  R.,  5  Ch. 
583  ;  A.-G.  v.  Halifax,  17  W.  R.  1088  ; 
A.-G.  v.  Birmingham,  19  W.  R.  561 ; 
Pennington  v.  Brinsop,  5  Ch.  D.  769  ; 
and  ante,  pp.  164  et  stq. 
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REMEDIES  FOR  THE  INFRINGEMENT  OF  RIGHTS  OF  WATER. 


Purpresture 
and  public 
nuisance  to 
navigable 
rivers. 


Procedure. 


except  in  special  cases,  award  damages  in  lieu  of  an  injunction.1 
The  injunction  may  be  in  a  mandatory  form.9 

Any  invasion  of  the  right  of  the  Crown  to  the  bed  of  the  sea  or 
navigable  river  is  a  purpreature,  and  may  be  restrained   by 
injunction  at  the  suit  of  the  Attorney-General,  whether  it  be  a 
nuisance  or  not.    If  the  act  complained  of  be  merely  a  trespass 
on  the  property  of  the  Crown,  and  not  a  nuisance  to  the  naviga- 
tion, the  Court  will  generally  direct  an  inquiry,  whether  it  is 
more  beneficial  to  the  Crown  to  abate  the  purpresture,  or  to  suffer 
it  to  remain.    But  if  it  be  also  a  public  nuisance  this  cannot  be 
done,  for  the  Crown  cannot  sanction  a  public  nuisance.3     Erec- 
tions on    the    bed    of    navigable    rivers    are    not    necessarily 
nuisances,  but  if  they  obstruct  the   navigation   they   may  be 
abated  by  information  and  injunction,  or  by  indictment.     The 
true  question  in  each  case  is,  whether  or  not  a  damage  accrues 
to  the  navigation  in  the  particular  locality.4 

In  questions  of  title  to  the  foreshore  between  the  Crown  and 
a  subject  the  question  can  be  brought  before  the  Court  by 
English  information ;  and  it  is  then  a  matter  for  the  discretion 
of  the  Court  whether  it  will  try  the  question  itself  or  direct  an 
issue  before  a  jury.  Such  informations  were  formerly  exhibited 
in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  on  its  equity  side,  which  had  power  to 
send  any  questions  that  might  arise  upon  the  title  to  a  trial  at 
law.6  The  jurisdiction,  however,  passed  from  the  Exchequer 
Court  to  the  Exchequer  Division,  and  thence  to  the  King's 
Bench  Division  and  is  not  touched  by  the  Judicature  Acts 
(Order  LXXII.),6  nor  by  the  Crown  Suits  Acts,  1855—1865, 
18  dc  19  Vict.  c.  90,  24  d  25  Vict.  c.  62, 28  dt  29  Vict.  c.  104  ;7  and 
the  Crown  has  the  same  right  as  formerly  to  have  any  question 
affecting  its  right  decided  by  this  Division  only,  (See  A.-G.  v. 
Constable*  where   a   case   by   a   lord   of    the   manor   against 


1  Pennington  v.  Brinsop,  5  Ch.  D. 
769  ;  Kerr  on  Injunctions,  pp.  39,  40. 

2  Sjwkes  v.  Banlntnj,  L.  R.,  1  Eq.  42  ; 
35  L.  J.  Ch.  105 ;  13  L.  T.  428  ;  affirmed 
13  L.  T.  453. 

8  A.-G.  v.  Terry,  L.  R.,  9  Ch.  423; 
A.-G.  v.  Lonsdale,  L.  R.,  7  Eq.  388 ; 
A.-G.  v.  Johnston,  2  Wils.  Ch.  87 ;  18 
R.  R.  156;  Parmeter  v.  A.-G.,  10 
Price,  412;  24  R.  R.  723,  745;  A.-G. 
v.  Parmeter,  10  Price,  378;  24  R.  R. 
723,  745  ;  A.-G.  v.  Burridge,  10  Price, 
350 ;  24  R.  R.  705  ;  Bristol  Harbour 
case,  cited  18  Ves.  214;  A.-G.  v. 
Richards,  2  Anstr.  603 ;  3  R.  R.  632  ; 


see  also  Gann  v.  Free  Fishers,  11  H.  L» 
292. 

4  A.-G.  v.  Terry,  L.  R.,  9  Ch.  423; 
A.-G.  v.  Lonsdale,  L.  It.,  7  Eq.  388; 
Beg.  v.  Betts,  16  Q.  B.  1023;  B.  v. 
Ward,  4  Ad.  &  E.  386 ;  43  R.  R.  364. 

*  A.-G.  of  Prince  of  Wales  v.  St. 
Aubyn,  Wightw.  167  ;  12  R.  R.  718  n. : 
A.-G.  v.  Richards,  2  Anst.  607  ;  3  R.R. 
632. 

6  A.-G.  v.  Emerson,  10  Q.  B.  D.  191 ; 
A.-G.  v.  Reeve,  1  T.  L.  R.  675. 

7  A.-G.  v.  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  (1897) 
5  Q.  B.  284. 

8  4  Ex.  D.  172. 
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trespassers  was  removed  from  the  Chancery  to  the  Exchequer 
Division.) 

Any  interference  with  the  right  of  access  which  a  riparian  Right  of 
owner  has  to  a  navigable  river  for  the  purposes  of  exercising  acce88' 
the  public  right  of  navigation,  is  an  injury  to  a  right  of  property, 
and  actionable  without  proof  of  special  damage,  and  may  be 
restrained  by  injunction.1  It  is  a  question  of  fact  in  each  case, 
whether  an  obstruction  in  a  river  amounts  to  an  interference 
with  the  right  of  access  to  a  river  frontage.2 

An  action  will  lie  for  the  breaking  and  entering  a  several  or  a  Fishery, 
free  fishery.3    The  owner  of  a  several  fishery  may  maintain 
trespass  for  taking  his  fish,  but  the  owner  of  a  free  fishery  has 
not  such  a  property  as  to  enable  him  to  maintain  trespass  for 
taking  fish,  such  fish  not  being  his  property  until  caught.4 

The  obstruction  of  the  passage  of  fish,  as  by  weirs,  is  actionable 
by  the  owner  of  a  fishery  prejudiced  thereby.5 

The  pollution  of  a  river,  which  has  the  effect  of  killing  or 
driving  away  fish,  may  be  restrained  by  injunction.6 

In  a  case  where  a  man,  by  making  an  embankment  and 
enclosing  the  bed  of  a  river,  shut  out  and  prevented  the  tide  from 
reaching  a  mussel  bed  and  breeding  ground,  the  Court  granted 
an  injunction  to  restrain  this  encroachment  on  the  principle  of 
irreparable  damage  to  the  fishery,  without  entering  on  or  deciding 
the  question  as  to  the  right  of  ownership  in  the  soil.7 

For  remedies  by  and  against  water  companies  see  cases  collected  Water 
ante,  pp.  816  et  seq.,  and  Canal  Companies,  ante,  pp.  290  et  se^.     companiM 


1  Lyon  v.  Fishmongers'  Co.,  1  App. 
C.  662  ;  Rose  v.  Grove*,  5  M.  &  G.  613 
Dobson  v.  Blackmore,  9  Q.  B.  991 
Hubert  v.  Groves,  1  Esp.,  N.  P.  C.  148 
Ftneun  v.  Haveden,  Cro.  Eliz.  664  ;  ante 
pp.  93  et  *eq. 

2  Bell  v.  Corporation  of  Quebec,  41 
L.  T.,  N.  S.  451  (P.  C). 

3  Holford  v.  Bailey,  13  Q.  B.  426. 

4  Blow  field  v.  Johnson,  Ir.  R.,8  C.  L. 
68  ;  Child  v.  Greenhill,  Cro.  Car.  553 ; 
Gipps  v.  Woollicott,  Skin.  577  ;  Upton 
v.  Dawk 'nix,  3  Mod.  97.  For  proceed- 
ings under  the  Fishery  and  Poaching 
Acts,  see  ante,  Chap.  VI.  ;  and  under 


the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act, 
ante.  Chap.  III. 

&  Weld  v.  Hornby,  7  East,  195 ;  8 
R.  R.  608 ;  Marquis  of  Donegal  v. 
Hamilton,  3  Ridg.,  P.  C.  267  ;  Lecon- 
field  v.  Lonsdale;  L.  R.,  5  C.  P.  726  ; 
39  L.  J.,  C.  P.  305  ;  23  L  .T.  155,  per 
Bovill,  C.  J. 

6  A.-G.  v.  Birmingham,  4   K.   &  J. 
528  ;  A.-G.  v.  Luton,  2  Jur.,  N.  S.  181 
Bidder  v.  Croydon,  6  L.  T.,  N.  8.  778 
Oldaker  v.  Hunt,  6  D.,  M.  &  G.  376 
Aldred's  case,  9  Rep.  59  a. 

7  Bridges  v.  Highton,  11  L.  T.,  N.  S. 
653. 
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APPENDIX  I. 


BYE-LAWS  FOR  THE  REGULATION  OF  THE  RIVER 
THAMES  AND  THE  NAVIGATION  THEREOF,  AND 
FOR    OTHER    PURPOSES. 

The  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames  in  exercise  of  the  powers  and  authority 
vested  in  them  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  Act  1894  do  make  the 
following  Bye-laws  that  is  to  say : — 

1.  All  bye-laws  rules  and  orders  for  the  regulation  management  and    Former  bye- 
improvement  of  the  River  Thames  and  the  navigation  thereof  and  of  the   laws  repealed, 
lands  appertaining  thereto  and  for  the  government  good  order  regulation 

and  registration  of  vessels  in  or  upon  the  said  river  and  of  persons  navigating 
the  same  or  using  the  towing  paths  piers  landing  places  or  any  of  the  looks 
thereof  except  the  bye-laws  of  the  26th  day  of  August  1893  for  the  protection 
preservation  and  regulation  of  the  fisheries  and  the  Tower  Bridge  Navigation 
Bye-laws  for  the  time  being  in  force  shall  after  these  present  bye-laws  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  be  and  the  same  are  hereoy  repealed. 

2.  These  bye-laws  may  be  cited  as  "The  Thames  Bye-laws  1898  "  and   short  title  and 
shall  come  into  operation  the  day  after  the  same  are  confirmed  by  the  Board  commence- 
of  Trade.  ment  of 

3.  These  bye-laws  shall  be  applicable  to  the  Thames  as  defined  by  the  operation  of 
Thames  Conservancy  Act  1894  and  to  all  places  over  which  the  Conservators   bye-laws, 
have  jurisdiction  to  make  bye-laws  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  Application  of 
except  where  the  same  or  any  of  them  are  expressly  limited  to  any  particular  bye-laws, 
part  or  parts  of  the  river  or  place. 

4.  In  these  bye-laws  the  words  and  expressions  hereinafter  mentioned  Interpreta- 
ahall  have  the  meanings  hereby  assigned  to  them  respectively  unless  there  tion  clause, 
be  something  in  the  subject  or  context  repugnant  to  sucn  construction  viz. : — 

The  expression  "The  Thames"  or  " river " means  and  includes  so  much 
of  the  Rivers  Thames  and  Isis  respectively  as  are  between  the  town  of 
Cricklade  in  the  County  of  Wilts  and  an  imaginary  straight  line  drawn 
from  the  entrance  to  Yantlet  Creek  in  the  County  of  Kent  to  the  City 
Stone  opposite  to  Convey  Island  in  the  County  of  Essex  and  so  much  of 
the  River  Kennet  as  is  between  the  common  landing  place  at  Reading 
in  the  County  of  Berks  and  the  River  Thames  and  so  much  of  the  River 
Lee  and  Bow  Creek  respectively  as  are  below  the  south  boundary  stones 
in  the  Lee  Conservancy  Act  1868  mentioned  and  all  locks  cuts  and 
works  within  the  said  portions  of  rivers  and  creeks  Provided  that  no 
dock  lock  canal  or  cut  existing  at  the  passing  of  the  Thames  Conser- 
vancy Act  1894  and  constructed  under  the  authority  of  Parliament  and 
belonging  to  any  body  corporate  established  under  such  authority  and 
no  bridge  over  the  River  Thames  or  the  River  Kennet  belonging  to  or 
vested  m  any  county  council  or  municipal  authority  or  to  or  in  any 
railway  company  shall  be  deemed  to  form  part  of  the  Thames. 

The  word  "person  "  includes  a  corporation  whether  aggregate  or  sole. 

The  word  "  horse  "  includes  all  draught  animals. 

The  word  "vessel"  includes  any  ship  lighter  keel  barge  launch  house- 
boat pleasure  or  other  boat  randan  wherry  skiff  dingey  shallop  punt 
canoe  yacht  raft  float  float  of  timber  or  craft  whatever  whether  navigated 
by  steam  or  otherwise. 
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The  word  "  lighter  "  means  any  dumb  barge  or  other  like  craft  for  carrying 
goods  or  any  sailing  barge  with  her  mast  and  gear  lowered  on  deck. 

The  expression  "steam  vessel"  includes  any  vessel  propelled  by  machinery. 

The  expression  "  steam  launch"  includes  any  vessel  propelled  by  steam 
electricity  or  other  mechanical  power  not  being  used  solely  as  a  tug  or 
for  the  carriage  of  goods  and  not  being  certified  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
as  a  passenger  steamer  to  carry  two  hundred  or  more  passengers. 

The  expression  "  pleasure  boat"  includes  any  ship  launch  houseboat  boat 
randan  wherry  skiff  dingey  shallop  punt  canoe  or  yacht  whether  navi- 
gated by  steam  or  otherwise  not  being  used  solely  as  a  tug  or  for  the 
carriage  of  goods  and  not  being  certified  by  the  Board  of  Trade  as  a 
passenger  steamer  to  carry  two  hundred  or  more  passengers  whether 
private  or  for  hire. 

The  expression  "  pleasure  boat  for  hire  "  means  any  pleasure  boat  let  for 
hire  or  used  or  intended  to  be  used  for  any  purpose  of  profit  except  such, 
pleasure  boats  as  are  let  for  hire  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  four 
weeks  continuously  to  one  and  the  same  person. 

The  expression  "  private  pleasure  boat"  means  any  pleasure  boat  other 
than  a  boat  for  hire  and  includes  such  as  are  let  for  a  period  of  not 
less  than  four  weeks  continuously  to  one  and  the  same  person. 

The  expression  "steam  whistle"  includes  any  efficient  sound  signal 
approved  by  the  Conservators. 

The  word  "  master  "  when  used  in  relation  to  any  vessel  means  any  person 
whether  the  owner  master  or  other  person  lawfully  or  wrongfully  having 
or  taking  the  command  charge  or  management  of  the  vessel  for  the 
time  being. 

The  word  "harbour-master"  means  and  shall  apply  to  each  of  the  har- 
bour-masters and  the  deputy  harbour-masters  and  to  anv  person 
authorised  by  the  Conservators  to  assist  them  or  to  perform  tie  duties 
of  a  harbour-master. 

The  expression  "permission  of  the  Conservators"  or  "consent  of  the 
Conservators"  means  permission  or  consent  of  the  Conservators  in 
writing  signed  by  the  Secretary. 

The  words  "in  writing"  applied  to  any  document  include  documents 
wholly  printed  or  wholly  written  or  partly  printed  and  partly  written. 

The  expression  "under  way"  applied  to  a  vessel  means  when  she  is  not  at 
anchor  or  made  fast  to  the  shore  or  aground. 

The  word  "visible"  when  applied  to  lights  mean  visible  on  a  dark  night 
with  a  clear  atmosphere. 

The  word  "Secretary"  means  the  person  for  the  time  being  acting  as 
Secretary  to  the  Conservators. 

The  expression  "  due  notice  "  means  a  notice  in  writing  given  by  the  Con- 
servators or  by  any  person  duly  authorised  in  writing  by  them  to  act  in 
their  behalf. 

The  word  ' '  certificate  "  means  certificate  in  writing  signed  by  the  Secretary. 

The  word  "officer"  means  any  officer  of  the  Conservators  or  any  person 
employed  by  them  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  these  bye-laws. 

The  words ' '  the  register"  means  the  register  kept  by  the  Conservators  in  pur- 
suance of  sections  138  139  and  140  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Act  1894. 

Words  importing  the  masculine  gender  only  shall  include  females  and 
K     «mbl  words  importing  the  singular  only  shall  include  the  plural. 

DatBaffe  for  ^  There  shall  be  maintained  as  far  as  practicable  between  London  Bridge 

TO^elsbe-  &nd  the  Tower  Bridge  a  navigable  passage  not  less  than  two  hundred  feet  wide 
tween  London   for  vessels  passing  up  and  down  the  river. 

Bridge  and  the  8.  There  shall  be  maintained  as  far  as  practicable  between  the  Tower 
Tower  Bridge.  Bridge  and  Barking  Creek  a  navigable  passage  not  less  than  three  hundred 
Width  of  *ee*i  ^^e  *or  ye8se^s  pacing  up  and  down  the  river  and  in  all  parts  of  the 

passage  be-       river  where  the  navigable  passage  shall  be  in  the  stream  between  tiers  of  vessels 
tween  the         tne  space  for  the  navigable  passage  shall  be  reckoned  from  the  vessel  in  each  of 
Tower  Bridge  the  said  tiers  nearest  to  the  other  or  opposite  tier, 
and  Barking 
Creek. 
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7.  No  float  or  floats  or  raft  or  rafts  of  timber  either  singly  or  together  As  to  floats  or 
exceeding  sixty  feet  in  length  (excepting  timber  in  one  length)  and  twenty  rafts  of 

feet  in  width  shall  be  permitted  to  go  into  or  pass  along  any  part  of  the  timber, 
river  nor  shall  any  following  float  or  raft  of  timber  go  within  the  distance  of 
three  hundred  yards  of  any  other  such  float  or  raft. 

8.  All  vessels  navigating  Qravesend  Beach  are  to  keep  to  the  northward  of  Course  of 

a  line  defined  by  a  skeleton  beacon  erected  upon  the  India  Arms  Wharf  and  vessels  navi- 

with  the  high  chimney  at  the  Cement  Works  at  Northfleet  and  all  vessels  gating 

intending  to  anchor  in  the  Beach  are  to  bring  up  to  the  southward  of  that  Gravesend 

line.    A  lantern  is  placed  on  the  above  beacon  which  shows  (at  night)  a  Beach, 
bright  light  to  the  northward  of  the  same  line  and  a  red  light  to  the  south- 
ward of  it  over  the  anchorage  ground.      All  vessels  so  anchoring  and 
remaining  beyond  a  period  of  twenty-four  hours  are  to  be  moored. 

9.  Any  vessel  slipping  or  parting  from  her  anchor  shall  leave  a  buoy  to  Left  anchors 
mark  the  position  of  sucn  anchor.  to  be  buoyed. 

This  bye-law  shall  not  apply  to  vessels  belonging  to  the  Conservators 
employed  in  raising  a  wreck  or  to  any  wreck  in  charge  of  the  Conservators. 

10.  No  anchor  shall  be  allowed  to  lie  or  remain  in  the  river  outside  of  the  line  As  to  anchors 
of  the  tiers  and  if  any  anchor  of  any  vessel  shall  be  so  allowed  to  lie  or  remain  in  the  stream, 
in  the  river  outside  of  the  line  of  any  of  the  tiers  the  harbour-master  may 

deliver  or  cause  to  be  delivered  on  board  the  vessel  from  which  such  anchor 
is  put  out  a  notice  in  writing  signed  by  him  requiring  the  master  of  such 
vessel  forthwith  to  remove  such  anchor  and  if  the  same  be  not  so  removed 
after  the  delivery  of  such  notice  the  harbour-master  may  remove  or  cause  to 
be  removed  such  anchor  and  the  expenses  of  such  removal  shall  be  recoverable 
from  the  owner  or  owners  or  the  master  of  the  said  vessel  to  the  use  of  the 
Conservators  as  provided  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  Act  1894. 

11.  No  vessel  shall  navigate  or  lie  in  the  river  with  its  anchor  or  anchors  Anchors  a 
a  cock  bill  nor  with  its  anchor  or  anchors  hanging  by  the  cable  perpen-   cock  bill  or 
dicularly  from  the  hawse  unless  the  ring  shall  be  awash  except  during  such  hanging  up 
time  as  may  be  necessary  for  fishing  or  catting  such  anchor  or  anchors  or  for  by  a  cable, 
getting  such  vessel  under  way  or  for  bringing  up. 

12.  No  steam  vessel  shall  be  worked  navigated  or  placed  upon  or  anchored   steam  vessels 
or  moored  in  the  river  within  three  hundred  and  sixty  feet  of  Her  Majesty's  not  to  be 
dock-yard  or  arsenal  at  Woolwich  or  of  Her  Majesty's  victualling-yard  at  navigated  or 
Deptford  except  steam  vessels  belonging  to  or  employed  in  the  service  of  moored  near 
Her  Majesty  her  heirs  or  successors  and  no  vessel  shall  be  anchored  in  the  Woolwich 
river  within  a  similar 'distance  of  the  powder  hulk  "  Thalia"  belonging  to  Arsenal  or 
Her  Majesty  lying  off  the  said  arsenal  except  for  the  purpose  of  loading  or  Vi2jUai ,    £" 
discharging  explosives  out  of  or  into  such  powder  hulk.  r^ni    l>ePt- 

13.  The  engine  or  engines  of  any  steam  vessel  shall  not  be  set  in  motion 

during  the  time  such  steam  vessel  is  moored  in  the  river  except  with  the  No  steam 

permission  of  the  Conservators  or  their  harbour-master.  vessel  while 

14.  The  master  of  every  steam  vessel  navigating  the  river  shall  be  on  one  attacPed  to 
of  the  paddle  boxes  or  on  the  bridge  of  such  steam  vessel  and  shall  keep  or  JJSJ^^-f^eg 
cause  to  be  kept  a  proper  look-out  during  the  whole  of  the  time  it  is  under  .    j,^^ 
way  and  shall  remove  or  cause  to  be  removed  any  person  other  than  the  crew 

who  shall  be  on  the  paddle  boxes  or  bridge  of  such  steam  vessel.  Master  of 

Above  Teddin^ton  Lock  this  bye-law  shall  apply  only  to  steam  vessels  j!*?™  vessel 

used  for  the  carriage  of  passengers  or  for  purposes  of  excursions  which  are  Dad(jle-1box 

not  steered  from  the  bows  or  bridge.  bridge " 

15.  No  master  of  any  vessel  shall  take  in  or  discharge  ballast  unless 

canvas  or  tarpauling  be  affixed  below  the  ballast  port  and  extended  down  "^*u"ons 
inside  the  lighter  so  as  to  prevent  the  ballast  falling  into  the  river.  or  d^scharehis 
18.  No  lighter  or  sailing  barge  shall  be  navigated  on  the  river  below  ^11^     g   * 
Battersea  Bridge  without  having  a  freeboard  of  at  least  fifteen  inches  such  _  .  ,     '        1 
freeboard  to  be  measured  amidships  and  coamings  (if  any)  may  be  included  aajffog^JigL 
in  such  measurement  but  in  no  case  must  the  top  of  the  deck  or  gunwale  be  to  na  °Q  fif^n 
less  than  three  inches  above  the  water's  edge  when  such  craft  is  decked  and  incnes  free- 
hatched  or  less  than  six  inches  above  the  water's  edge  when  such  craft  is  open,  ftoard. 
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Penalties  for 
intoxication 
ami  use  of 
abusive  or 
indecent 
language,  &c. 


As  to  pay- 
ment of  ton- 
nage dues  on 
vessels  not 
entered  at  the 
Customs. 


Piers  to  be 
lighted  or 
marked. 

No  vessel  to 
be  moored  to 
piers,  &c, 
without  per- 
mission. 

As  to  adver- 
tisements on 
vessels  or 
river. 

Vessels  to  be 
navigated 
singly  except 
when  towed. 

Not  more 
than  six  to 
be  towed  at 
one  time 
below 

Albert  Bridge, 
Chelsea. 


Not  more 
than  six  to 
be  towed  at 
one  time 
between 
Albert  Bridge 
and  Kingston 
Bridge. 

Above  King- 
ston Bridge 
four  only  to 
be  towed  in  a 
single  line. 


17.  Any  person  engaged  in  navigating  or  employed  on  or  using  or  beinpr 
in  upon  or  about  the  river  or  the  bunks  or  towing  paths  thereof  or  any  land 
of  the  Conservators  who  6hall  be  intoxicated  or  make  use  of  obscene 
scandalous  abusive  indecent  or  improper  language  to  any  officer  of  the 
Conservators  whilst  employed  in  the  }>erformance  of  the  duties  of  his  office 
or  to  the  annoyance  of  any  person  who  shall  be  in  upon  or  about  the 
river  or  the  banks  or  towing  paths  thereof  or  any  land  of  the  Conservators 
or  who  shall  obstruct  any  officer  of  the  Conservators  in  the  execution  of  his 
duty  shall  be  deemed  to  have  committed  a  breach  of  these  bye-laws  and  be 
liable  to  the  penalty  hereinafter  mentioned. 

18 >  The  master  or  owner  of  any  vessel  entering  or  leaving  the  Thames 
subject  to  the  payment  of  duties  of  tonnage  and  which  has  not  been  entered 
at  the  office  of  tier  Majesty's  Customs  and  on  which  the  duties  of  tonnage 
have  not  been  paid  to  the  receiver  there  shall  furnish  to  the  Conservators  for 
the  purpose  of  registration  with  full  particulars  of  the  name  tonnage  and 
owner  of  such  vessel  and  the  port  to  which  she  belongs  and  shall  send  a 
return  once  in  every*  month  of  the  arrival  and  departure  of  such  vessel  during 
the  preceding  month  to  the  office  of  the  Conservators  and  shall  pay  to  the 
Conservators  the  duties  of  tonnage  which  are  then  payable  for  each  time  of 
arrivol  in  and  departure  from  the  river  pursuant  to  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Act  1894. 

19.  Any  pier  or  jetty  in  the  river  or  on  the  shore  thereof  shall  be 
lighted  or  marked  in  such  manner  as  the  Conservators  may  from  time  to  time 
direct. 

20.  No  vessel  shall  be  moored  to  or  remain  at  any  pier  or  premises 
belonging  to  the  Conservators  without  the  permission  of  the  officer  in  charge 
of  such  pier  or  premises  being  first  obtained  and  shall  move  away  when 
ordered  by  such  officer  so  to  do. 

21.  No  advertisement  or  advertising  notice  shall  be  exhibited  upon  or  by 
means  of  any  vessel  or  otherwise  on  or  over  the  river  except  advertisements 
or  notices  by  the  owner  of  any  vessel  on  such  vessel  for  the  purposes  of  or  in 
reference  to  his  trade  or  business 

The  expression  "owner"  in  this  bye-law  shall  mean  the  person  whose 
name  appears  in  the  certificate  of  registration  of  such  vessel. 

22.  All  vessels  navigating  the  river  shall  be  navigated  singly  and  sepa- 
rately except  small  boats  fastened  together  or  towed  alongside  or  astern  of 
other  vessels  and  except  vessels  towed  by  steam. 

23.  Vessels  towed  by  steam  navigating  the  river  below  the  Albert  Bridge 
at  Chelsea  shall  if  more  than  two  in  number  be  placed  two  abreast  (except 
vessels  trading  on  any  canal  and  not  exceeding  fourteen  feet  nine  inches  in 
width  which  may  be  placed  three  abreast)  and  not  more  than  six  of  any  such 
vessels  shall  be  towed  together  at  the  same  time  and  no  tow  of  vessels  shall 
exceed  in  limits  the  following  limits  namely : — 

Above  London  Bridge 

Between  Jjondon  Bridge  and  the  landing  place  / 
at  the  end  of  Trinity  Street  Charlton         .        ,  j 

Below  the  said  landing  place         .        .        .        . 
to  be  calculated  from  the  stern  of  the  vessel  towing  to  the  stern  of  the 
aftermost  vessel  towed. 

24.  Vessels  towed  by  steam  navigating  the  river  between  the  Albert 
Bridge  at  Chelsea  and  Ivingston  Bridge  may  if  more  than  two  in  number  be 
placed  two  abreast  (except  vessels  trading  on  any  canal  and  not  exceeding 
fourteen  feet  nine  inches  in  width  which  may  be  placed  three  abreast)  or 
may  be  placed  in  a  single  line  but  not  more  than  six  of  any  such  vessels 
shall  be  towed  together  at  the  same  time  and  the  distance  between  any  two 
of  the  vessels  so  towed  shall  not  exceed  fifty  feet. 

25.  Vessels  towed  by  steam  navigating  the  river  ab  ,ve  Kingston  Bridge 
shall  be  placed  in  a  single  line  and  not  more  than  four  such  vessels  shall  be 
towed  together  at  the  same  time  and  the  distance  between  any  two  of  the 
vessels  so  towed  shall  not  exceed  forty  feet. 


400  feet 
320  feet 
400  feet 
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26-  No  vessel  exceeding  throe  hundred  and  one  feet  in  length  and  in  the  case  No  passenger 

of  a  paddle  wheel  steamer  exceeding  sixty-five  feet  in  width  measured  from  or  excursion 

the  outside  of  the  paddle  boxes  and  in  the  case  of  other  vessels  exceeding  vessel  above 

thirty-six  feet  in  width  which  is  used  only  or  principally  for  the  carriage  of  three  hundred 

passengers  or  for  the  purposes  of  excursions  shall  be  navigated  in  the  river  an<J  one  feet 

above  Blackwall  Pier.  £  len8th  to 

For  the  purposes  of  this  bye-law  the  length  of  a  vessel  shall  be  deemed  to  °*  n  g7^^. 

be  the  length  appearing  in  her  Certificate  of  Registry.  ^°^ 

27.  Any  lighter  navigating  the  river  shall  when  under  way  have  at  least 

one  competent  man  constantly  on  board  for  the  navigation  an<l  management  ^^^JJ 

thereof  and  all  such  craft  exceeding  fifty  tons  but  of  not  more  than  one  ?      t  £!jy 

hundred  and  fifty  tons  burden  shall  when  under  way  have  one  man  in  [^ave'two 

addition  and  all  such  craft  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burden  shall  ftn(j  aDOveone 

when  under  way  have  two  men  in  addition  on  board  to  assist  in  the  naviga-  hundred  and 

tion  and  management  of  the  same  with  the  following  exceptions : — When  fiftv  j^ns 

being  towed  by  a  steam  vessel  or  when  being  moved  to  and  fro  between  any  burden  three 

vessels  or  places  a  distance  not  exceeding  two  hundred  yards.  persons  to 

The  word  "  burden  "  in  this  bye-law  shall  have  the  same  meaning  as  the  navigate 

•expression  "burden  tonnage"  defined  by  the  Thames  Watermen's  and  them. 
Lightermen's  Act,  1893. 

LIGHTS  AND   SIGNALS   STEERING   AND  SAILING. 
•  Preliminary. 

In  obeying  and  construing  the  following  bye-laws  relating  to  lights  and 
.signals  and  steering  and  sailing  due  regard  shall  be  had  to  all  dangers  of 
navigation  and  of  collision  and  to  any  special  circumstances  which  may 
render  a  departure  from  them  necessary  in  order  to  avoid  immediate  danger. 

Nothing  in  the  following  bye-laws  shall  exonerate  any  vessel  or  the  owner 
master  or  crew  thereof  from  the  consequences  of  any  neglect  to  carry  lights 
or  signals  or  to  keep  a  proper  look-out  or  of  any  precaution  which  may  be 
required  by  the  ordinary  practice  of  seamen  or  by  the  special  circumstances 
of  the  case. 

^The  bye-laws  as  to  lights  shall  be  complied  with  in  all  weathers  from 
-sunset  to  sunrise  and  during  such  time  no  other  lights  which  may  be 
mistaken  for  the  lights  prescribed  by  the  bye-laws  shall  be  exhibited. 

In  the  following  bye -laws  every  steam  vessel  which  is  under  sail  and  not 
under  steam  is  to  be  considered  a  sailing  vessel  and  every  vessel  under  steam 
whether  under  sail  or  not  is  to  be  considered  a  steam  vessel. 

Lights  Required  between  Yaktlet  Creek  and  Teddington  Lock. 

28.  A  steam  vessel  other  than  a  steam  launch  when  under  way  shall   Steamers'  * 
-carry  : —  lights. 

(a)  On  or  in  front  of  the  foremast  or  if  a  vessel  without  a  foremast  then 
in  the  forepart  of  the  vessel  at  a  height  above  the  hull  of  not  less 
than  twenty  feet  and  if  the  breadth  of  the  vessel  exceeds  twenty  feet 
then  at  a  height  above  the  hull  not  less  than  such  breadth  so  however 
that  the  light  need  not  be  carried  at  a  greater  height  above  the  hull 
than  forty  feet  a  bright  white  light  so  constructed  as  to  show  an 
unbroken  light  over  an  arc  of  the  horizon  of  twenty  points  of  the 
compass  so  fixed  as  to  throw  the  light  ten  points  on  each  side  of  the 
vessel,  viz. : — from  right  ahead  to  two  points  abaft  the  beam  on 
either  side  and  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  visible  at  a  distance  of  at 
least  two  miles.  Provided  that  steam  vessels  which  navigate  both 
above  and  below  London  Bridge  shall  not  be  required  to  carry  their 
lights  at  a  greater  height  than  twelve  feet  above  the  hull. 

Steam  vessels  navigating  above  London  Bridge  only  may  carry  Above 
the  white  light  at  anv  convenient  height  above  and  in  line  with    London 
the  stem.  "  Bridge. 

{!>)  On  the  starboard  side  a  green  light  so  constructed  as  to  show  an 
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Steamers 
when  towing 
to  have  two 
white  lights. 


Sailing 
reesels'  lights. 


Vessels  at 
anchor  or 
moored. 


Lights  for 
lighters  below 
London 
Bridge. 

Lights  for 
lighters  in 
tow. 

Overtaken 
vessels. 


unbroken  light  over  an  arc  of  the  horizon  of  ten  points  of  the  compass 
so  fixed  as  to  throw  the  light  from  right  ahead  to  two  points  abaft 
the  beam  on  the  starboard  side  and  of  such  a  character  as  to  be 
visible  at  a  distance  of  at  least  one  mile. 
(c)  On  the  port  side  a  red  light  so  constructed  as  to  show  an  unbroken 
light  over  an  arc  of  the  horizon  of  ten  points  of  the  compass  so  fixed 
as  to  throw  the  light  from  right  ahead  to  two  points  abaft  the  beam 
on  the  port  side  and  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  visible  at  a  distance 
of  at  least  one  mile. 
(</)  The  said  green  and  red  side  lights  shall  be  fitted  with  inboard  screens 
projecting  at  least  three  feet  forward  from  the  light  so  as  to  prevent 
these  lights  from  being  seen  across  the  bow. 
(e)  A  steam  vessel  when  towing  another  vessel  shall  in  addition  to  her  side 
lights  carry  two  bright  white  lights  in  a  vertical  line  one  over  the 
other  not  less  than  four  feet  apart.  Each  of  these  lights  shall  be  of 
the  same  construction  and  character  and  shall  be  carried  in  the  same 
position  as  the  white  light  which  other  steam  vessels  are  required 
to  carry. 

Such  steam  vessel  may  carry  a  small  white  light  abaft  the  funnel  or 

aftermast  for  the  vessel  towed  to  steer  by  but  such  light  shall  not  be 

visible  forward  of  the  beam. 

29-  A  sailing  vessel  under  way  and  any  vessel  being  towed  other  than  a 

tighter  shall  carry  the  same  lights  as  are  prescribed  by  bye-law  28  for 

a  steam  vessel  under  way  with  the  exception  of  the  white  lights  mentioned 

therein  which  they  shall  never  carry. 

30*  With  the  exceptions  hereinafter  named  a  vessel  under  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  in  length  when  at  anchor  or  moored  shall  carry  forward  where 
it  can  best  be  seen  but  at  a  height  not  exceeding  twenty  feet  above  the  hull 
a  white  light  (hereinafter  called  the  riding  light)  in  a  lantern  so  constructed  as 
to  show  a  clear  uniform  and  unbroken  light  visible  all  round  the  horizon  at  a 
distance  of  at  least  one  mile. 

A  vessel  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  or  upwards  in  length  when  at  anchor 
shall  carry  in  the  forward  part  of  the  vessel  at  a  height  of  not  less  than 
twenty  and  not  exceeding  forty  feet  above  the  hull  one  such  light  and  at  or 
near  the  stern  of  the  vessel  and  at  such  a  height  that  it  shall  be  not  less  than 
fifteen  feet  lower  than  the  forward  light  another  such  light. 
The  exceptions  are  as  follows : — 
(ft)  Where  masted  vessels  are  lying  in  tiers  the  outermost  off  shore  masted 

vessel  only  of  each  tier  shall  carry  the  riding  light. 
(A)  Lighters  lying  at  the  usual  barge  moorings  in  the  river  above  Graves- 
end  are  not  required  to  exhibit  the  riding  light. 
(r)  Every  steam  vessel  sailing  vessel  or  lighter  moored  permanently  head 
and  stern  in  the  river  shall  in  addition  to  or  in  lieu  of  the  riding' 
light  exhibit  such  light  or  lights  as  the  Conservators  shall  from  time 
to  time  order  or  direct. 
The  length  of  a  vessel  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  length  appearing  in  her 
Certificate  of  Registry. 

A  vessel  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  or  upwards  aground  in  or  near 
a  fairway  shall  carry  the  above  light  or  lights. 

31.  Every  person  in  charge  of  a  lighter  when  under  way  and  not  in  tow 
shall  between  sunset  and  sunrise  when  below  London  Bridge  have  a  white 
light  always  ready  and  exhibit  the  same  on  the  approach  of  any  vessel. 

32.  The  person  in  charge  of  the  sternmost  or  last  of  a  line  of  lighten 
when  being  towed  shall  exhibit  between  sunset  and  sunrise  a  white  light 
from  the  stern  of  his  lighter. 

33.  A  vessel  below  London  Bridge  which  is  being  overtaken  by  another 
vessel  shall  show  from  her  stern  to  such  other  vessel  a  white  light  or  a 
flare-up  light. 

This  bye-law  shall  not  apply  to  boats  wherries  punts  or  canoes  nor  to* 
lighters  navigating  above  Barking  Creek. 
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34.  All  vessels  when  employed  to  mark  the  positions  of  wrecks  or  other  Lights  to 
obstructions  shall  exhibit  two  bright  white  lights  placed  horizontally  not  less  mark  posi* 
than  six  nor  more  than  twelve  feet  apart.  tions  of 

35.  Every  steam  dredger  moored  in  the  river  shall  exhibit  three  bright  wrecks, 
white  lights  from  globular  lanterns  not  less  than  eight  inches  in  diameter  Dredgers' 
the  said  three  lights  to  be  placed  in  a  triangular  form  at  right  angles  to  the  lights, 
keel  and  to  be  of  sufficient  power  to  be  visible  at  a  distance  of  at  least  one 

mile  and  to  be  placed  not  less  than  six  feet  apart  on  the  highest  part  of  the 
framework  athwartships. 

Fog  and  Steam  Whistle  Signals. 

38.  All  signals  prescribed  j  by  this  bye-law  for  vessels  under  way  shall 
be  given : — 

(1)  By  steam  vessels  on  the  whistle. 

(2)  By  sailing  vessels  and  vessels  other  than   lighters    towed    on    the 

fog-horn. 

The  words  "prolonged  blast "  used  in  this  bye-law  shall  mean  a  blast 
of  from  four  to  six  seconds  duration. 

A  steam  vessel  shall  be  provided  with  an  efficient  whistle  sounded  by  steam 
or  some  substitute  for  steam  so  placed  that  the  sound  may  not  be  intercepted 
by  any  obstruction  and  with  an  efficient  fog-horn  to  be  sounded  by 
mechanical  means  and  also  with  an  efficient  bell.  A  steam  launch  shall 
be  provided  with  a  similar  whistle  or  other  efficient  sound  signal  to  be 
approved  by  the  Conservators.  A  sailing  vessel  of  twenty  tons  gross 
tonnage  or  upwards  shall  be  provided  with  a  similar  fog-horn  and  bell. 

In  fog  mist  falling  snow  or  heavy  rain  storms  whether  by  day  or  night  the 
signals  described  in  this  bye-law  shall  be  used  as  follows,  viz. : — 

(a)  A  steam  vessel  having  way  upon  her  shall  sound  at  intervals  of  not 

more  than  two  minutes  a  prolonged  blast. 

(b)  A  steam  vessel  under  way  but  stopped  and  having  no  way  upon  her 

shall  sound  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  two  minutes  two  prolonged 
blasts  with  an  interval  of  about  one  second  between  them. 
(<)  A  sailing  vessel  under  way  shall  sound  at  intervals  of  not  more  than 
one  minute  when  on  the  starboard  tack  one  blast  when  on  the  port 
tack  two  blasts  in  succession  and  when  with  the  wind  abaft  the  beam 
three  blasts  in  succession. 
(<l)  A  vessel  when  at  anchor  shall  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  one  minute 

ring  the  bell  rapidly  for  about  five  seconds. 
(e)  A  vessel  when  towing  and  a  vessel  under  way  which  is  unable  to  get 
out  of  the  way  of  an  approaching  vessel  through  being  not  under 
command  or  unable  to  manoeuvre  as  required  by  these  bye-laws 
shall  instead  of  the  signals  prescribed  in  sub-sections  (a)  and  (<)  of 
this  bye-law  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  two  minutes  sound  three 
blasts  in  succession,  viz. : — one  prolonged  blast  followed  by  two  short 
blasts.    A  vessel  towed  may  give  this  signal  and  she  shall  not  give 
any  other. 
Sailing  vessels  of  less  than  twenty  tons  gross  tonnage  and  lighters  shall 
not  be  obliged  to  give  the  above  mentioned  signals  but  if  they  5o  not  they 
shall  make  some  other  efficient  sound  signal  at  intervals  of  not  more  than 
one  minute. 

37.  Eveiy  vessel  shall  in  a  fog  mist  falling  snow  or  heavy  rain  storms  go 
at  a  moderate  speed  having  careful  regard  to  the  existing  circumstances  and 
conditions. 

A  steam  vessel  hearing  apparently  forward  of  her  beam  the  fog-signal  of 
a  vessel  the  position  of  which  is  not  ascertained  shall  so  far  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  admit  stop  her  engines  and  then  navigate  with  caution 
until  danger  of  collision  is  over. 

38.  All  steam  and  sailing  vessels  when  in  the  fairway  of  the  river  and  not 
under  way  shall  at  intervals  of  about  one  minute  ring  the  bell  rapidly  for 
about  five  seconds. 
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When  Rteam 
vessels  are 
Approaching. 


Vessel*  not 

under 

command. 


Vessels 
coming  out  of 
dock. 


3.  When  two  steam  vessels  are  in  sight  of  each  other  and  are  approaching 
with  risk  of  collision  the  following  steam  signals  shall  be  intimations  of  the 
course  they  intend  to  take : — 

(ft)  One  short  blast  of  the  steam  whistle  of  about  one  second's  duration  to 

mean — "  I  am  directing  my  course  to  starboard." 
(h)  Two  short  blasts  of  the  steam  whistle  each  of  about  one  second's 

duration  to  mean — "I  am  directing  my  course  to  port." 
(r)  Three  short  blasts  of  the  steam  whistle  each  of  about  two  seconds 
duration  to  mean — "My  engines  are  going  full  speed  astern." 

40.  When  a  steam  vessel  in  circumstances  other  than  those  mentioned  in 
bye-law  36  is  turning  round  or  for  any  reason  is  not  under  command  and 
cannot  get  out  of  the  way  of  an  approaching  vessel  or  when  it  is  unsafe  or 
impracticable  for  a  steam  vessel  to  keep  out  of  the  way  of  a  sailing  vessel 
she  shall  signify  the  same  by  four  blasts  of  the  steam  whistle  in  rapid 
succession  each  blast  to  be  oi  about  one  second's  duration. 

41.  A  vessel  coming  out  of  dock  shall  signify  the  same  by  a  prolonged 
blast  of  the  steam  whistle  of  not  less  than  four  seconds  nor  more  than  six 
seconds  duration  except  in  the  case  of  a  vessel  coming  out  of  the  St.  Katharine's 
Dock  requiring  the  bascules  of  the  Tower  Bridge  to  be  raised  in  order  to  get 
into  }M>sition  in  the  liver  which  shall  signify  the  same  by  a  prolonged  blast 
of  the  steam  whistle  of  not  less  than  five  seconds  duration  followed  by  three 
short  blasts  in  rapid  succession. 

In  the  case  of  a  vessel  not  under  steam  the  tug  boat  in  attendance  shall 
make  the  foregoing  signals. 


Signals  by 
whistle  to  be 
made  by 
ordinary 
steam  whistle 
or  approved 
sound  signal 
and  not  to  be 
used  for  any 
other  purpose. 

Sailing 
vessels 
approaching. 


Steam  vessels 
to  keep  out  of 
the  way  of 
sailing  vessels. 


Sound  Signals  for  Vessels  in  Sight  of  One  Another. 

42.  The  words  "  short  blast "  used  in  this  bye-law  shall  mean  a  blast  of 
about  one  second's  duration. 

When  vessels  are  in  sijjht  of  one  another  a  steam  vessel  under  way  in 
taking  any  course  authorised  or  required  by  these  bye-laws  shall  indicate 
that  course  by  the  following  signals  on  her  whistle,  viz. : — 

One  short  blast  to  mean  "  I  am  directing  my  course  to  starboard." 

Two  short  blasts  to  mean  "  I  am  directing  my  course  to  port." 

Tli roe  short  blasts  to  mean  "  My  engines  are  going  full  speed  astern." 

43.  The  signals  by  whistle  mentioned  in  the  preceding  bye-laws  shall  not 
be  made  by  means  of  a  siren  or  any  instrument  other  than  an  ordinary  steam 
whistle  or  other  efficient  sound  signal  previously  approved  by  the  Conservators 
and  shall  not  be  used  on  any  occasion  or  for  any  purpose  except  those  therein 
mentioned  and  no  other  signal  by  whistle  or  sound  signal  shall  be  made  by 
aii}r  vessel. 

Steering  and  Sailing. 

44.  When  two  sailing  vessels  are  approaching  each  other  so  as  to  involve 
rink  of  collision  one  of  Uiem  shall  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the  other,  viz. : — 

(a)  A  vessel  which  is  running  free  shall  keep  out  of  the  way  of  a  vessel 

which  is  close-hauled. 
(h)  A  vessel  which  is  close-hauled  on  the  port  tack  shall  keep  out  of  the 

way  of  a  vessel  which  is  close-hauled  on  the  starboard  tack. 
(<;)  'When  both  are  running  free  with  the  wind  on  different  sides  the  vessel 

which  has  the  wind  on  the  port  side  shall  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the 

other. 

(d)  When  both  are  running  free  with  the  wind  on  the  same  side  the  vessel 

which  is  to  windward  shall  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the  vessel  which 
is  to  leeward. 

(e)  A  vessel  which  has  the  wind  aft  shall  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the  other 

vessel. 
46.  If  a  sailing  vessel  and  a  steam  vessel  are  proceeding  in  such  a  direction 
as  to  involve  risk  of  collision  the  steam  vessel  shall  keep  out  of  the  way  of 
the  sailing  vessel. 
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48.  When  two  steam  vessels  or  two  steam  launches  proceeding  in  opposite  All  steam 

directions  the  one  up  and  the  other  down  the  river  are  approaching  each  vessels  to  pass 

other  so  as  to  involve  risk  of  collision  they  shall  pass  port  side  to  port  port  side  to 

side.  P°rt  side- 

47.  Steam  vessels  navigating  against  the  tide  shall  before  rounding  the  Steam  vessels 
following  points  viz.   Coalhouse   Point  Tilburyness   Broadness   Stoneness  rounding 
Crayfordness    Cold    Harbour    Point    Jenningtree   Point   Halfway  House  certain  points. 
Point    or    Crossness    Margaretness    or    Tripcock    Point    Bull    Point    or 
Gallionsne^s  Hookness  and  Blackwall  Point  wait  until  any  other  vessels 

rounding  the  point  with  the  tide  have  passed  clear. 

48.  Steam  vessels  and  steam  launches  crossing  from  one  side  of  the  river   steam  vessels 
towards  the  other  side  shall  keep  out  of  the  way  of  vessels  navigating  up   crossing  the 
and  down  the  river.  river. 

49.  Eveiy  steam  vessel  and  steam  launch  when  approaching  another   steam  vessels 
vessel  so  as  to  involve  risk  of  collision  shall  slacken  her  speed  and  shall  stop   when 

and  reverse  if  necessary.  approaching 

50.  Steam  vessels  and  steam  launches  navigating  against  the  stream  above  each  other  to 
Richmond  Lock  shall  ease  and  if  necessary  stop  to  allow  vessels  coming  down  slacken  speed, 
with  the  stream  to  pass  clear  particularly  when  rounding  points  or  sharp 

bends  in  the  river. 

51.  Steam  launches  navigating  above  Richmond  Lock  shall  where  the 
channel  or  depth  of  water  permits  bo  navigated  in  mid-river. 

52.  Every  vessel  overtaking  another  vessel  shall  keep  out  of  the  way  of   Overtaking 
the  overtaken  vessel  which  latter  vessel  shall  keep  her  course.  vessel  to  keep 

Every  vessel  coming  up  with  another  vessel  from  any  direction  more  than  out  °*  t"e 
two  points  abaft  her  beam  i.e.  in  such  a  position  with  reference  to  the  vessel  wa^' 
which  she  is  overtaking  that  at  night  she  would  be  unable  to  see  either  of 
that  vessel's  side  lights  shall  be  deemed  to  be  an  overtaking  vessel  and  no 
subsequent  alteration  of  the  bearing  between  the  two  vessels  shall  relieve 
the  overtaking  vessel  of  the  duty  of  keeping  clear  of  the  overtaken  vessel 
until  she  is  finally  past  and  clear. 

As  by  day  the  overtaking  vessel  cannot  always  know  with  certainty 
whether  she  is  forward  or  abaft  this  direction  she  shall  if  in  doubt  assume 
she  is  an  overtaking  vessel  and  keep  out  of  the  way. 

53.  Where  by  the  above  bye-laws  one  of  two  vessels  is  to  keep  out  of  the 
way  the  other  shall  keep  her  course  and  speed. 

Lights  Required  above  Teddington  Lock. 

54.  Every  steam  vessel  and  steam  launch  shall  when  navigating  in  or 
above  Teddington  Lock  carry  and  exhibit  the  following  lights  and  no  other — 
that  is  to  say : — 

(a)  On  or  before  the  foremast  or  if  there  be  no  foremast  on  the  funnel  or 

on  a  staff  at  the  bow  in  either  case  at  a  height  above  the  hull  of  not 
less  than  four  feet  a  bright  white  light  so  fixed  as  to  throw  the  light 
ten  points  on  each  side  of  the  vessel  viz.  from  right  ahead  to  two 
points  abaft  the  beam  on  either  aide  which  light  shall  in  the  case  of 
a  steam  launch  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy Act  1894  be  behind  a  glass  shade  or  slide  upon  which  the 
registered  number  of  such  steam  launch  shall  be  legibly  and  con- 
spicuously painted  in  black  figures^  and  in  the  case  of  any  other 
vessel  the  glass  shall  be  perfectly  plain  and  clear. 

(b)  On  the  starboard  side  a  green  light  so  fixed  as  to  throw  the  light  from 

right  ahead  to  two  points  abaft  the  beam, 
(r)  On  the  port  side  a  red  light  so  fixed  as  to  throw  the  light  from  right 

ahead  to  two  points  abaft  the  beam. 
(</)  Every  such  light  shall  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  visible  at  a 

distance  of  at  least  one  mile. 

55.  The  master  of  the  vessel  shall  be  responsible  for  the  due  carrying  and 
exhibiting  of  such  lights  and  no  other. 
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Obstructions 
on  towing 
paths. 

Trespassers 
on  towing 
paths. 


Removing 
stones,  &c. 

Vessels  not  to 
be  moored  or 
placed  in 
front  of  tow- 
ing paths. 

Channel  not 
to  be  ob- 
structed above 
Richmond 
Lock 

As  to  removal 
of  obstruc- 
tions above 
Teddington 
Lock. 


58.  No  person  shall  in  such  a  way  as  to  interfere  with  the  navigation  or 
towing  unload  ou  the  bank  or  towing  path  of  the  river  any  sand  gravel 
timber  or  other  material  or  place  any  rubbish  boat  cart  or  other  article  or 
thing  upon  such  bank  or  towing  path. 

57.  No  person  other  than  the  occupier  of  land  adjoining  the  towing  path 
shall  allow  cattle  to  pasture  on  the  towing  path  and  no  person  shall  ride  or 
drive  any  horse  thereon  except  when  towing  a  vessel  or  drive  anv  cart 
wagon  or  other  vehicle  over  or  upon  any  part  of  the  towing  path  unless 
there  be  a  public  right  of  way  for  such  cart  wagon  or  other  vehicle. 

58.  No  person  shall  remove  any  stone  clay  or  other  material  from  the 
banks  weirs  tumbling  bays  towing  paths  lands  or  other  works  of  the 
Conservators. 

59.  No  vessel  shall  be  moored  to  or  placed  in  front  of  the  towing  path  so 
as  to  cause  an  obstruction  to  or  interference  with  either  the  navigation  or 
the  use  of  the  towing  path. 

80.  The  navigable  part  of  the  channel  of  the  river  above  Richmond  Lock 
shall  at  all  times  be  kept  clear  for  the  passage  of  vessels  navigated  thereon 
and  no  vessel  shall  be  stopped  in  the  navigable  part  of  the  said  channel 
so  as  to  impede  or  obstruct  the  free  and  clear  passage  of  any  other  vessel  and 
no  ryepeck  or  punt  pole  shall  be  left  fixed  in  any  part  of  the  bed  of  the 


river. 


Vessels  not  to 
stop  in  locks. 


As  to  vessels 
passing  locks 
without  pay- 
ing tolls. 

Passage  of 

vessels  

through  locks.   Con'servators^ 
Sails  not  to 
be  used  in 
locks. 

Vessels  to  be 
made  fast  in 
locks. 


81.  If  any  vessel  or  thing  shall  be  stopped  be  aground  or  sunk  or  placed 
in  any  part  of  the  river  above  Teddington  Lock  so  as  to  impede  or  obstruct 
the  free  and  clear  navigation  thereof  the  owner  or  any  person  having  the 
care  of  such  vessel  or  thing  shall  immediately  on  the  request  of  any  person 
impeded  or  obstructed  thereby  or  of  any  officer  of  the  Conservators  remove 
such  impediment  or  obstruction  so  as  to  clear  the  channel  and  on  the  refusal 
or  neglect  of  such  owner  or  other  person  to  remove  such  obstruction  forth- 
with any  officer  of  the  Conservators  may  remove  or  cause  the  same  to  be 
removed  and  if  necessary  cause  any  such  vessel  to  be  unloaded  and  the  costs 
of  such  removal  and  unloading  shall  be  paid  by  the  owner  of  such  vessel  or 
thing. 

82.  No  vessel  shall  enter  any  lock  unless  there  be  sufficient  water  to  float 
and  carry  such  vessel  through  such  lock  and  the  channel  or  cut  leading  to  or 
from  the  same  and  no  vessel  shall  stop  in  any  lock  longer  than  is  necessary 
for  the  filling  or  emptying  the  lock  and  passage  through  the  same. 

63.  If  any  vessel  shall  have  passed  through  any  lock  and  the  toll  for  the 
passage  thereof  shall  not  have  been  duly  paid  such  toll  may  be  demanded 
and  taken  at  any  other  lock  through  which  such  vessel  is  to  pass  before  the 
same  be  permitted  to  proceed. 

64.  The  passage  of  vessels  through  locks  shall  be  regulated  by  the  lock 
keepers  in  accordance  with  the  directions  given  from  time  to  time  by  the 


As  to  towing 
lines  and 
mooring  of 
vessels. 


Ferry  boats. 

Injury  to 
banks. 


85.  No  vessel  shall  enter  any  lock  with  sail  up  nor  hoist  any  sail  during 
the  time  it  continues  in  the  lock. 

88.  When  any  vessel  used  for  carrying  goods  or  merchandize  steam  tug 
or  steam  launch  enters  a  lock  a  rope  or  chain  shall  be  immediately  put  out 
from  the  bow  and  stern  of  such  vessel  and  made  fast  on  shore  in  order  to 
prevent  the  vessel  from  running  foul  of  the  gates  or  works  or  other  vessels  in 
the  lock. 

67.  When  any  vessel  is  stopped  between  the  towing  path  and  the  navigable 
channel  the  mast  or  towing  mast  or  the  funnel  (if  any)  shall  be  lowered  so  as 
to  permit  the  towing  lines  of  any  other  vessel  to  pass  without  obstruction  and 
when  any  vessel  shall  be  moored  at  any  wharf  or  elsewhere  in  the  river  the 
same  shall  be  securely  made  fast  at  both  ends  thereof  and  shall  be  laid  as  close 
to  and  along  the  side  or  front  of  such  wharf  or  mooring  place  as  conveniently 
may  be. 

({8.  No  person  shall  without  the  consent  of  the  ferryman  first  obtained 
take  away  or  use  any  ferry  boat  or  any  pole  or  tackle  belonging  to  such  ferry. 

89.  No  person  employed  on  board  any  vessel  shall  without  actual  necessity 
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place  or  hold  a  pole  or  boat  hook  against  any  bank  or  towing  path  or  works 
on  the  river  bo  as  to  injure  or  damage  the  same. 

70.  No  owner  of  a  towing  horse  or  his  servant  or  driver  shall  permit  or  As  to  tres- 

suffer  the  horse  to  go  out  of  the  towing  path  or  to  trespass  graze  or  trample  passers  on 

on  land  adjoining  or  leave  any  gate  on  the  towing  path  or  bridge  open  or  towing  paths 

leave  any  swing-bridge  open  or  suffer  the  towing  line  to  tear  away  or  damage  an(*  injuries 

any  rail  gate  post  bridge  or  works.  to  works. 

7L  No  person  shall  without  the  previous  consent  of  the  Conservators  erect  As  to  erecting 

any  new  buck  or  weir  or  drive  or  affix  any  pile  or  stake  or  make  any  hedge  bucks  or 

or  plant  any  willows  or  osiers  in  the  river.  planting 

72.  No  person  without  the  previous  consent  of  the  lock  keeper  shall  use  osiers, 
interfere  or  meddle  with  the  gear  at  any  lock  or  weir  or  with  any  sluice  Persons  not  to 
belonging  to  the  Conservators.                     _  meddle  with 

73.  No  vessel  shall  be  towed  upon  the  river  from  the  bank  otherwise  than  sluices, 
from  a  mast  of  sufficient  height  to  protect  the  banks  gates  and  works  from  Mode  of 
injury  by  the  towing  line  except  in  places  where  the  strength  of  the  stream  towing, 
renders  it  necessary  that  the  line  should  be  brought  down  to  the  vessel  and 

made  fast. 

74.  No  owner  or  occupier  of  a  mill  shall  except  in  case  of  sudden  necessity  Mill-owners 
draw  down  the  water  at  the  mill  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  works  of  to  give  notice 
such  mill  or  for  cleansing  the  mill  stream  unless  he  shall  have  given  notice  before  draw- 
in  writing  of  his  intention  so  to  do  to  the  Conservators  at  their  office  seven  in8  down 
days  previously  thereto.  water  for 

75.  Two  flashes  and  no  more  shall  be  penned  for  or  drawn  in  a  week  and  rePalrs* 
those  only  on  such  days  and  at  such  hours  as  the  Conservators  from  time  to  Flashes, 
time  appoint.    Previously  to  the  drawing  for  such  flashes  all  the  flood-gates 

and  sluices  and  shuttles  at  all  mills  and  weirs  affected  thereby  shall  be  close 
shut  in  and  be  kept  close  shut  in  till  the  flash  is  at  best  and  such  flash  shall 
then  be  drawn  and  all  the  flood-gates  and  sluices  and  shuttles  at  the  several 
mills  and  weirs  shall  be  opened.  And  all  the  flood-gates  sluices  and  shuttles 
at  the  said  mills  and  weirs  shall  be  kept  open  to  permit  such  flash  to  pass 
without  obstruction  until  the  water  is  drawn  down  to  low  water  mark  if 
necessary  and  be  kept  so  for  three  hours  if  necessary  after  the  opening  or 
drawing  thereof.  Immediately  after  sufficient  water  has  been  drawn  for  the 
navigation  the  flood-gates  sluices  and  shuttles  shall  be  close  shut  in  and  kept 
close  shut  in  until  the  water  shall  have  risen  to  the  low  water  mark  affixed 
at  the  adjoining  locks. 

78.  No  sewage  or  any  other  offensive  or  injurious  matter  whether  solid  or  No  sewage, 
fluid  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  or  be  put  or  thrown  into  the  river  from  any  &c.  to  pass  or 
vessel  on  the  river  above  Teddington  Lock.  be  put  from 

77.  Every  houseboat  and  steam  launch  used  on  the  river  above  Teddington   vessels  above 
Lock  shall  be  provided  with  such  sanitary  appliances  as  shall  have  been   Teddington 
approved   by  the  Conservators   or  their  duly  authorised    officer  and  no    Lock, 
certificate  of  registration  shall  be  granted  to  the  owner  of  any  such  vessel   Vessels  above 
who  does  not  snow  upon  the  form  to  be  furnished  to  the  Conservators  when   Teddington 
applying  for  the  registration  of  such  vessel  that  a  satisfactory  method  exists  Lock  to  be  pro- 
there  on  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  and  other  refuse.  vided  with 

78.  The  preceding  bye-laws  76  and  77  shall  not  apply  to  the  vessels  of  the  approved 
Victoria  Steam  Boat  Association  Limited  or  their  successors  certified  by  the  8amtAry 
Board  of  Trade  as  passenger  steamers  to  carry  three  hundred   or  more  ftPPlianoe8- 
passengers  whilst  such  vessels  are  bond  fide  engaged  in  the  business  of  the   Exception  to 
said  Association  or  their  successors  below  Molesey  Lock.  bye-laws  76 

79.  Any  vessel  being  on  the  river  on  the  occasion  of  any  boat  race  regatta  an(*  77, 
public  procession  or  launch  of  a  vessel  or  on  any  other  occasion  when  large  Vessels  at    - 
crowds  assemble  thereon  shall  not  pass  thereon  so  as  to  obstruct  impede  or  boat  races, 
interfere  with  the  boat  race  regatta  procession  or  launch  or  endanger  the   regattas,  Ac. 
safety  of  persons  assembling  on  thea  river  or  prevent  the  maintenance  of 

order  thereon  and  the  master  of  every  such  vessel  shall  observe  the  directions 
of  the  officer  of  the  Conservators  engaged  in  superintending  the  execution  of 
this  bye-law. 
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As  to  offences 
against 
decency, 
bathing,  &c. 


Owners  or 
persons  in 
charge  of 
vessels  to 
obey  direc- 
tions of 
officers  of 
Conservators. 

Houseboats 
and  steam 
launches  not 
to  lie  in  any 
part  of  the 
river  marked 
off  by  Con- 
servators. 


(6) 


(») 


80.  No  person  shall  while  using  or  while  in  or  upon  or  about  the  river  or 
the  banks  or  towing  paths  thereof  or  any  land  of  the  Conservators  do  or  cause 
or  incite  any  other  person  to  do  any  of  the  acts  specified  in  the  following 
sub-sections  of  this  Dye- law. 

(1)  Commit  any  offence  against  decency  or  be  otherwise  disorderly. 

(2)  Bathe  without  proper  bathing  dress  or  drawers. 

(.'})  Bathe  or  prepare  to  bathe  between  the  hours  of  eight  in  the  morning 
and  nine  in  the  evening  during  the  months  of  June  July  and  August 
or  during  the  remaining  months  in  the  year  between  the  hours  of 
eight  in  the  morning  and  eight  in  the  evening  except  at  bathing- 
places  authorised  by  the  Conservators  and  except  in  the  river  above 
Molesey  Lock  when  wearing  rowing  costume. 

(4)  Bathe  or  prepare  to  bathe  at  any  place  where  or  between  any  hours 

when  bathing  is  for  the  time  being  prohibited  by  the  Conservators. 

(5)  Do  any  act  which  may  cause  danger  to  any  person  or  property  or 

occasion  a  nuisance  obstruction  or  annoyance  to  the  public  or  to  any 
person. 
Cast  or  throw  into  or  upon  or  place  or  cause  or  suffer  to  fall  or  flow 
into  or  upon  any  of  the  places  specified  in  this  bye-law  any  sewage, 
rubbish  or  other  offensive  or  injurious  matter  or  thing. 

(7)  Destroy  or  injure  any  flowering  or  other  plant  or  any  shrub  vegetation 
tree  wood  or  underwood. 

(8)  Light  maintain  throw  down  place  or  leave  any  fire  or  any  naming 
smouldering  or  burning  substance  or  any  matter  or  thing  in  any 
place  where  the  same  may  cause  danger  or  damage  to  property  of  any 
xind  or  annoyance  to  any  person. 

Kill  injure  take  catch  or  trap  or  attempt  to  kill  injure  take  catch  or 
trap  any  animal  or  bird  or  the  young  of  any  animal  or  bird.  Provided 
always  that  this  sub-section  shall  not  extend  to  prevent  any  person 
employed  by  the  Conservators  or  acting  with  the  consent  of  the  Con- 
servators from  killing  vermin  or  shall  affect  any  right  of  fowling 
shooting  hunting  or  sporting  existing  on  the  14th  day  of  August 
1885. 

Take  destroy  search  for  or  disturb  the  nest  of  any  bird. 
Destroy  injure  disturb  or  take  out  of  or  remove  from  the  nest  whether 
permanently  or  temporarily  the  egg  of  any  bird. 

(12)  Move  injure  or  deface  anv  notice  notice-board  work  or  thing  whatso- 

ever the  property  or  in  charge  of  the  Conservators  or  set  up  by  them 
or  with  tneir  consent. 

(13)  Do  any  act  injuriously  affecting  the  safety  or  amenity  of  the  river. 

81.  The  owner  or  other  person  in  charge  of  every  vessel  on  the  river 
shall  obey  and  conform  to  the  directions  of  every  officer  of  the  Conservators 
and  of  every  person  for  the  time  being  in  their  employ. 

82*  No  houseboat  or  steam  launch  shall  lie  or  loiter  in  any  part  of  the 
river  from  time  to  time  marked  off  by  the  Conservators  or  defined  by  notice 
given  by  the  Conservators  or  by  notice-boards  set  up  by  them  as  being  a  part 
of  the  river  in  which  no  houseboat  or  steam  launch  shall  lie  or  loiter. 
IVovided  always  that  nothing  in  this  bve-law  shall  prevent  any  pleasure  boat 
from  remaining  during  any  regatta  Doat  race  procession  or  other  special 
occasion  at  such  place  and  for  such  length  of  time  as  may  be  sanctioned  by 
the  Conservators  or  their  officers. 


REGISTRATION. 

83.  Every  pleasure  boat  used  or  intended  to  be  used  upon  the  River 
Thames  above  Teddington  lock  shall,  be  registered  and  marked  as  in  these 
bye-laws  provided. 

84.  No  person  shall  use  or  assist  or  le  concerned  in  using  or  cause  or 
suffer  to  be  used  upon  the  river  above  Teddington  Lock  any  pleasure  boat 


(10) 
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unless  such  boat  shall  be  registered  and  marked  as  in  these  bye-laws 
provided. 

85.  No  person  shall  hire  or  let  for  hire  or  hold  out  or  offer  for  hiring  or 
suffer  or  permit  to  be  let  for  hire  any  pleasure  boat  to  be  used  upon  the  river 
above  Teadington  Lock  or  ply  for  hire  with  any  pleasure  boat  upon  the  river 
above  the  said  lock  unless  the  same  shall  be  registered  and  marked  as  in  these 
bye-laws  provided. 

86.  The  preceding  bye-laws  83  84  and  85  shall  not  apply  to  steam 
launches  required  to  be  registered  under  the  Thames  Conservancy  Act 
1894  nor  to  any  vessel  required  to  be  registered  under  the  "  Thames 
Fisherv  Bye-laws  1893." 

87.  "Every  person  applying  to  the  Conservators  for  registration  of  a  house- 
boat shall  furnish  to  tne  Conservators  in  writing  upon  a  form  to  be  obtained 
at  the  office  of  the  Conservators  Victoria  Embankment  London  E.C.  or  from 
such  of  the  officers  or  servants  of  the  Conservators  as  may  be  from  time  to 
time  supplied  with  such  forms  correct  information  as  to  the  particulars 
following  that  is  to  say  : — 

(a)  The  length  from  head  to  stern  of  such  houseboat. 

(h)  The    method    of  disposal  of  the   sewage  and  other  refuse  in  such 

houseboat, 
(r)  The  true  name  and  usual  residence  of  the  owner  thereof. 
(1)  At  the  time  of  making  such  application  for  registration  the  applicant 
shall  pay  to  the  Conservators  the  sums  following  that  is  to  say : — 

(a)  For  a  houseboat  not  exceeding  thirty  feet  in  length  the  sum  of  five 

pounds. 
(/>)  For  a  houseboat  exceeding  thirty  feet  in  length  the  sum  of  five  pounds 

and  in  addition  thereto  the  further  sum  of  two  shillings  for  every 

complete  six  inches  of  length  by  which  such  houseboat  shall  exceed 

thirty  feet  in  length. 
(c)  Houseboats  kept  stationary  throughout  the  year  and  used  only  for 

purposes  in  connection  with  boating  such  as  for  dressing  places  or 

store  rooms  for  boat's  gear  shall  pay  11.  Is.  annually  in  lieu  of  the 

payments  fixed  by  articles  (a)  (6)  such  reduced  payment  to  be  in  the 

discretion  of  the  Conservators. 
(</)  Houseboats  kept  by  boat  owners  and  boat  builders  to  be  let  for  hire 

shall  be  exempt  from  payment  of  registration  fees  if  neither  let  nor 

used  during  the  year. 
(2 J  The  Secretary  may  if  he  shall  think  fit  before  complying  with  any 
application  for  registration  of  a  houseboat  require  such  nouseboat  to  be 
measured  by  such  person  in  the  employment  of  the  Conservators  as   he 
shall  think  fit. 

(3)  Upon  registration  a  number  shall  be  appropriated  by  the  Conservators 
to  each  houseboat  and  such  number  together  with  the  length  of  such 
houseboat  and  the  full  name  and  address  of  the  owner  thereof  and  the  date 
of  registration  shall  be  entered  in  the  register. 

(4)  Upon  registration  of  a  houseboat  there  shall  be  furnished  to  the  person 
registering  the  same  a  certificate  containing  the  name  in  full  and  the  residence 
of  the  owner  the  register  number  and  the  date  of  such  registration  and  such 
other  particulars  as  the  Conservators  shall  think  fit. 

(o)  The  registration  of  any  certificate  for  a  houseboat  shall  become 
void  immediately  upon  the  expiration  of  twelve  calendar  months  from 
the  date  of  registration  but  may  be  renewed  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
mentioned. 

(6)  Eveiy  houseboat  registered  under  these  bye-laws  shall  have  legibly 
and  conspicuously  painted  upon  each  side  thereof  either  the  register  number 
or  the  name  thereof  subject  to  such  conditions  as  the  Conservators  may 
require. 

88.  Every  person  applying  to  the  Conservators  for  registration  of  a  private 
pleasure  boat  other  than  a  houseboat  or  steam  launch  shall  furnish  to  the 
Conservators  in  writing  upon  a  form   to  be  obtained  as  in  bye-law  87 
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mentioned  correot  information  as  to  the  particulars  following  that  is  to 
say: — 

(a)  The  true  name  and  usual  residence  of  the  owner  thereof. 

(/>}  The    number   of   such    private    pleasure  boats    belonging   to    such 

owner. 

(<-)  The  class  to  which  each  of  such  private  pleasure  boats  belongs  as  for 
example  skiff  or  sculling  boat  pair-oar  four-oar  eight-oar  canoe  or 
punt  or  otherwise  as  the  case  may  be. 

(1)  At  the  time  of  making  such  application  for  registration  the  applicant 
shall  pay  to  the  Conservators  the  sum  of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  for 
every  Doat  to  be  registered. 

(2)  Upon  registration  there  shall  be  appropriated  by  the  Conservators  to 
the  owner  of  every  such  boat  a  number  to  be  called  the  owner's  number  and 
such  number  shall  be  entered  in  the  register  together  with  the  date  of 
registration  and  shall  be  appropriated  to  such  person  in  respect  of  every 
such  boat  which  shall  be  registered  in  his  name. 

(3)  Upon  registration  of  every  such  boat  there  shall  be  furnished  to  the 
person  registering  the  same  a  certificate  containing  the  name  in  full  and 
residence  of  the  registered  owner  and  the  owner's  number  and  the  date 
of  such  registration  and  such  other  particulars  as  the  Conservators  shall 

think  fit. 

(4)  The  registration  of  and  certificate  for  every  such  boat  shall  become 
void  immediately  upon  the  expiration  of  thirty-six  calendar  months  from 
the  date  of  registration  but  may  be  renewed  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
mentioned. 

(5)  Every  such  boat  shall  have  fixed  in  a  conspicuous  place  inside  such 
boat  a  plate  with  the  registered  number  of  the  owner  such  plate  to  be  made 
in  accordance  with  a  pattern  approved  by  the  Conservators. 

89.  Every  person  applying  to  the  Conservators  for  registration  of  a 
pleasure  boat  for  hire  other  than  a  houseboat  or  steam  launch  shall  furnish 
to  the  Conservators  in  writing  upon  a  form  to  be  obtained  as  in  bye-law  87 
mentioned  correct  information  as  to  the  particulars  following  that  is  to 
say:— 

(a)  The  true  name  and  usual  residence  of  the  owner  thereof. 

(b)  The  number  of  such  pleasure  boats  for  hire  belonging  to  such 
owner. 

(r)  The  class  to  which  each  of  such  boats  belongs  as  for  example  skiff 
or  sculling  boat  pair-oar  four-oar  eight-oar  canoe  or  punt  or  other- 
wise as  the  case  may  be. 

(1)  At  the  time  of  making  such  application  for  registration  the  applicant 
shall  pay  to  the  Conservators  the  sum  of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  for  every 
such  boat. 

(2)  Upon  registration  there  shall  be  appropriated  by  the  Conservators  to 
the  owner  of  every  such  boat  a  number  to  be  called  the  owner's  number  and 
such  number  shall  be  entered  in  the  register  together  with  the  date  of 
registration  and  shall  be  appropriated  to  such  person  in  respect  of  every 
such  boat  which  shall  be  registered  in  his  name. 

(3)  There  shall  also  at  such  time  be  appropriated  by  the  Conservators  to 
every  such  boat  a  number  to  be  called  the  boat's  number  and  a  separate 
number  shall  be  appropriated  to  every  such  boat  and  shall  be  entered  in  the 
register. 

(4)  Upon  registration  of  any  such  boat  there  shall  be  furnished  to  the 
person  registering  the  same  a  certificate  containing  the  name  in  full  and 
the  residence  of  the  owner  the  owner's  number  the  boat's  number  and  the 
date  of  such  registration  and  such  other  particulars  as  the  Conservators 
think  fit. 

(5)  The  registration  of  and  certificate  for  every  such  boat  for  hire  shall 
become  void  immediately  upon  the  expiration  of  thirty-six  calendar 
months  from  the  date  of  registration  but  may  be  renewed  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  mentioned. 
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(6)  Every  such  boat  shall  have  fixed  in  a  conspicuous  position  inside 
such  boat  the  owner's  and  boat's  numbers  which  numbers  shall  be  in 
plainly  legible  black  figures  on  a  white  ground  on  a  plate  of  an  oval  shape 
not  less  than  four  inches  by  three  inches. 

90.  The  members  of  any  rowing  club  or  canoe  club  may  apply  to  the 
Conservators  to  register  the  club  colours  badge  or  mark  as  the  distinctive 
mark  of  rowing  boats  or  canoes  belonging  to  such  club  and  by  these  bye-laws 
required  to  be  registered. 

(1)  Every  such  application  shall  be  in  writing  and  signed  by  the  secretary 
of  such  club  or  other  authorised  person  and  shall  specify  particularly : — 

(«)  The  name  and  headquarters  of  the  club. 

(b)  The  name  and  description  of  every  rowing  boat  or  canoe  used  upon  the 

Thames  and  at  the  time  of  such  application  owned  by  the  club. 

(c)  The  colours  badge  or  mark  used  by  the  club  and  where  proposed  to  be 

painted  or  placed  on  the  rowing  boats  or  canoes  or  on  the  oars  or 
paddles  thereof. 

(2)  The  Conservators  mav  if  they  shall  think  fit  and  subject  to  such 
conditions  (if  any)  as  they  shall  think  fit  register  such  club  colours  badge  or 
mark. 

(3)  The  Conservators  may  in  their  absolute  discretion  refuse  any  such 
application  whether  in  respect  of  any  particular  club  colours  badge  or  mark 
or  in  respect  of  any  club  generally. 

(4)  The  Conservators  may  at  any  time  if  they  shall  think  fit  to  do  so 
cancel  any  such  registration. 

(5)  Every  such  registration  shall  if  not  previously  cancelled  become 
void  immediately  upon  the  expiration  of  thirty- six  calendar  months 
from  the  date  of  registration  but  may  be  renewed  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
mentioned. 

(6^  Every  such  rowing  boat  or  canoe  shall  be  marked  in  such  manner  as 
the  Conservators  may  from  time  to  time  determine. 

91.  The  members  of  any  sailing  club  may  apply  to  the  Conservators  to 
register  a  burgee  as  the  distinctive  mark  of  sailing  boats  belonging  to 
members  of  sucn  club  and  by  these  bye-laws  required  to  be  registered. 

(1)  Every  such  application  shall  be  in  writing  and  signed  by  the  secretary 
of  such  club  or  otner  person  authorised  in  that  behalf  and  shall  specify 
particularly : — 

(a)  The  name  and  address  of  every  member  of  the  club. 

(b)  The  name  and  description  of  every  sailing  boat  used  upon  the  Thames 

owned  by  every  such  member. 

(2)  The  Conservators  may  if  they  shall  think  fit  and  subject  to  such 
conditions  (if  any)  as  they  shall  think  fit  register  such  burgee. 

(3)  The  Conservators  may  in  their  absolute  discretion  refuse  any  such 
application  whether  in  respect  of  any  particular  burgee  or  in  respect  of  any 
club  generally. 

(4)  The  Conservators  may  at  any  time  if  they  shall  think  fit  to  do  so 
cancel  any  such  registration. 

(5)  Every  such  registration  shall  if  not  previously  cancelled  become  void 
immediately  upon  the  expiration  of  thirty-six  calendar  months  from  the 
date  of  registration  but  may  be  renewed  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
mentioned. 

(6)  The  owner  of  every  such  sailing  boat  shall  also  cause  such  sailing  boat 
to  be  registered  under  these  bye-laws  as  a  private  pleasure  boat  but  such 
sailing  boat  shall  not  be  required  to  be  marked  otherwise  than  as  is 
hereinafter  specified  that  is  to  say  : — 

(7)  Such  sailing  boat  shall  be  distinguished  by  flying  the  registered  burgee 
of  the  club  and  by  having  her  name  painted  horizontally  across  the  stern 
thereof  in  white  or  gilt  letters  of  a  black  character  not  less  than  two-and-a- 
half  inches  in  length  and  proportionately  thick.  Provided  always  that 
nothing  in  this  bye-law  contained  shall  exempt  the  owner  of  any  sailing  boat 
which  shall  not  be  registered  and  marked  in  accordance  therewith  from 
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having  the  same  registered  and  marked  in  accordance  with  such  of  the 
provisions  oi  bye-laws  88  and  89  as  may  be  applicable  thereto. 

92.  Every  person  applying  to  the  Conservators  for  renewal  of  the 
registration  of  or  certificate  for  a  pleasure  boat  shall  furnish  the  same 
information  and  make  the  same  payments  as  are  hereinbefore  prescribed 
with  reference  to  the  first  registration  or  certificate  and  every  such  renewed 
registration  and  certificate  shall  if  not  previously  cancelled  have  effect  for 
twelve  calendar  months  or  for  thirty-six  calendar  months  as  the  case  may  be 
from  the  date  thereof  and  no  longer  but  may  again  be  renewed  in  like 
manner. 

93.  Upon  every  transfer  of  the  ownership  of  a  pleasure  boat  registered 
under  these  bye-laws  the  transferor  shall  ana  the  transferee  may  forthwith 
give  to  the  Conservators  notice  in  writing  of  such  transfer  and  the  Conserva- 
tors shall  in  either  case  thereupon  without  charge  §rant  to  such  transferee  a 
fresh  certificate  for  the  period  for  which  the  existing  certificate  shall  be 
unexpired  and  shall  cause  his  name  and  address  to  be  inserted  in  the  register 
in  the  place  of  those  of  the  transferor  and  until  such  notice  shall  have  been 
given  the  transferor  shall  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Act  1894  and  of  these  bye-laws  and  of  all  other  bye-laws  rules  orders  and 
regulations  of  the  Conservators  for  the  time  being  in  force  be  deemed  to  be 
the  owner  of  such  pleasure  boat. 

(1)  Upon  every  such  transfer  of  ownership  the  person  previously  registered 
as  the  owner  of  such  pleasure  boat  shall  return  to  the  Conservators  at  their 
office  Victoria  Embankment  London  E.C.  the  certificate  for  the  time  being 
in  force  in  respect  of  such  boat. 

(2)  Immediately  upon  the  granting  of  a  fresh  certificate  the  certificate 
previously  in  force  in  respect  of  the  same  boat  shall  become  void. 

(3)  From  and  after  the  granting  of  a  fresh  certificate  the  person  to  whom 
the  same  is  granted  shall  have  the  boat  in  respect  of  which  the  same  is 
granted  marked  as  if  such  fresh  certificate  were  the  first  certificate  in  respect 
of  such  boat. 

94.  Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  the  preceding  bye-laws 
relating  to  registration  the  Conservators  may  if  in  the  case  of  any  particular 
pleasure  boat  they  shall  think  fit  by  writing  under  the  hand  of  their  Secretary 
require  or  sanction  the  marking  of  any  such  boat  in  some  manner  different 
from  that  required  under  the  foregoing  bye-laws  and  in  such  case  such  boat 
shall  be  marked  according  to  such  writing. 

95.  All  names  numbers  or  other  distinctive  marks  or  things  by  these  bye- 
laws  required  to  be  placed  or  kept  in  upon  or  about  any  pleasure  boat  shall 
be  placed  in  a  conspicuous  position  and  if  outside  the  boat  above  the  water 
line  and  shall  be  kept  and  maintained  by  the  respective  owners  of  every  such 
boat  in  a  cleanly  and  plainly  distinguishable  condition  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Conservators  or  their  officers. 

(1)  No  person  shall  knowingly  conceal  or  cause  or  suffer  to  be  concealed 
any  name  number  or  other  distinctive  mark  or  thing  by  these  bye-laws 
required  to  be  kept  in  upon  or  about  any  pleasure  boat. 

(2)  No  person  shall  display  or  cause  or  suffer  to  be  displayed  upon  or 
about  any  pleasure  boat  t>y  these  bye-laws  required  to  be  registered  any 
number  other  than  is  required  by  these  bye-laws. 

(3)  Every  certificate  of  registration  when  issued  shall  be  subject  to  the 
condition  that  the  owner  or  other  person  in  charge  of  the  vessel  to  which  the 
same  relates  shall  on  demand  either  produce  the  certificate  or  show  the 
registration  plate  or  owner's  or  vessel  s  number  club  colours  burgee  badge 
mark  or  name  as  the  case  may  be  to  any  officer  of  the  Conservators  to  any 
Proctor  of  the  University  of  Oxford  any  Marshal  or  officer  acting  under 
such  Proctor  any  officer  or  constable  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  and  to  any 
police  officer  or  constable  acting;  for  any  of  the  counties  of  Surrey,  Berks, 
Wilts,  Gloucester,  Oxon,  Buckingham  or  Middlesex  or  the  city  of  Oxford 
or  any  borough  the  police  jurisdiction  of  which  extends^to  any  place  upon 
the  river. 
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TOLLS  FOR  FERRIES. 


96.  The  following  tolls  shall  be  paid  for  the  use  of  the  Conservators'  ferry 
boats  above  Teddington  Lock  for  every  time  of  passing  namely : — 
For  everj''  horse  not  engaged  in  towing  taken  across  by 

ferry  boat  the  sum  of 3d. 

For  every  carriage  wagon  cart  or  other  vehicle  in  addition 

to  the  toll  on  the  horse 3d. 

For  every  passenger Id. 

For  every  bicycle  tricycle  or  velocipede       .        .        .        .  Id. 


TOLLS  FOR  PLEASURE  BOATS. 

97.  Persons  in  charge  of  pleasure  boats  passing  through  by  or  over  any  of 
the  locks  on  the  River  Thames  shall  pay  to  the  lock  keepers  or  other  persons 
authorised  to  receive  tolls  the  following  sums  that  is  to  say : — 

For  every  steam  launch  and  passenger  steamer  .  .  .  1«.  6d. 
Class  1.     For  every  sculling  ooat  pair-Oared  row-boat  and 

skiff  and  for  every  randan  canoe  punt  and  dingey  .  3d. 
Class  1.    For  every  four-oared  row-boat  (other  than  boats 

enumerated  in  Class  1)  and  sailing  boat  ...  6d. 
Class  3.     For  every  row-boat  shallop  over  four  oars  (other 

than  boats  enumerated  in  Classes  1  and  2)  .         .         .  la.  Od. 

For  every  houseboat  under  fifty  feet  in  length  .  .  .  la.  6d. 
For  every  houseboat  over  fifty  feet  in  length      .        .        .2a.  6d. 

The  above  charges  to  be  for  passing  once  through  by  or  over  a  lock  and 
returning  on  the  same  day. 

In  lieu  of  the  above  tolls  pleasure  boats  may  be  registered  on  payment  to 
the  Conservators  of  the  under-mentioned  sums  and  shall  in  consideration  of 
such  payment  pass  the  several  locks  free  of  any  other  charge  from  the  1st 
day  of  January  to  the  31st  day  of  December  in  each  year. 

Per  annum. 
£    a.   d. 

For  every  steam    launch  and  passenger  steamer  not 

exceeding  thirty-five  feet  in  length  .        .        .        .500 

For  every  steam  launch  and  passenger  steamer  above 
thirty-five  feet  in  length  and  not  exceeding  forty- 
five  

Ditto  exceeding  forty-five  feet  in  length 

For  every  row-boat  of  class  1 

For  every  row-boat  or  sailing  boat  of  class  2 

For  every  row-boat  of  class  3  .        .        . 

For  every  houseboat  not  exceeding  fifty  feet  in  length 

Ditto  exceeding  fifty  feet  in  length 

In  computing  the  tolls  every  number  less  than  the  entire  numbers  above 
stated  is  to  be  charged  as  the  entire  number. 

The  plate  with  the  registered  number  thereon  is  to  be  fastened  on 
to  the  boat  for  which  it  is  issued  and  is  not  transferable  from  one  boat 
to  another. 

Every  vessel  carried  in  or  upon  another  vessel  through  by  or  over  any  lock 
will  be  charged  as  if  separately  navigated  through  by  or  over  such  lock  to  the 
extent  of  one-third  of  tne  above  tolls. 

98.  Any  person  acting  in  contravention  of  any  of  these  bye-laws  shall  for  Penalty  for 
every  such  act  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £10  and  in  the  case  of  a   breach  of 
continuing  offence  to  a  further  daily  penalty  not  exceeding  the  like  amount   bye-laws. 
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which  said  penalties  shall  be  recoverable  enforced  and  applied  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Act  1894. 

The  Common  Seal  of   the  Conservators  of  the  Biver  Thames  was 
hereunto  affixed  by  order  of  the  said  Conservators  in  the  presence  of 


JAMES  H.  GOUGH,  -      ^ 

Secretary  of  the  said  Conser tutors*     * 


1th  March  1898. 


In  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Board  of  Trade  by  the 
Thames  Conservancy  Act  1894,  the  Board  of  Trade  do  bv  this  order 
confirm  the  Bye-laws  made  by  the  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames 
on  the  7th  day  of  March  1898,  under  their  Common  Seal  and  the 
Signature  of  their  Secretary,  and  which  Bye-laws  are  hereunto 
annexed. 
Dated  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  April,  1898. 

By  the  Board  of  Trade, 

COUBTENAY  BOYLE, 

Secretary  Boartl  of  Trade. 

Whitehall  Gardens,  London. 


BYE-LAWS  FOR  THE  REGULATION  OP  THE  PASSAGE  THROUGH 
THE  TOWER  BRIDGE  OF  SUCH  VESSELS  AS  REQUIRE  THE 
RAISING  OF  THE  BASCULES. 

The  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames  in  exercise  of  the  powers  and 
authority  vested  in  them  by  the  "  Thames  Conservancy  Act  1894,"  and  of 
every  other  authority  them  hereunto  in  anywise  enabling,  do  order  and 
direct  as  follows,  that  is  to  say : — 

1.  The  master  of  every  vessel  intending  to  pass  up  the  river  through  the 

Tower  Bridge,  and  requiring  the  oascules  to  be  raised  shall,  not- 
withstanding anv  previous  bye-law  or  regulation,  and  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  lights  to  be  carried  by  such  vessel  when  under  way, 
exhibit  before  arriving  at  Cherry  Garden  pier,  and  shall  continue  to 
exhibit  until  such  vessel  shall  have  passed  through  the  said  bridge, 
the  following  signals : — 

(a)  By  day,  viz.,  between  sunrise  and  sunset,  one  black  ball  not 

less  than  two  feet  in  diameter,  placed  in  such  a  position  on 
such  vessel  where  it  can  best  be  seen  at  a  height  above  the 
hull  of  not  less  than  20  feet. 

(b)  By  night,  viz,,  between  sunset  and  sunrise,  two  red  lights  in 

globular  lanterns  of  not  less  than  eight  inches  each  in  diameter 
placed  vertically  six  feet  apart  at  a  height  of  not  less  than 
twenty  feet  above  the  hull  and  in  such  a  position  where  they 
can  best  be  seen,  and  so  constructed  as  to  show  a  clear 
uniform  and  unbroken  light  visible  all  round  the  horizon  at 
a  distance  of  at  least  one  mile  on  a  dark  night  with  a  clear 
atmosphere. 

2.  The  master  of  every  vessel  intending  to  pass  down  the  river  through 

the  said  bridge  and  requiring  the  bascules  to  be  raised,  shall,  not- 
withstanding any  previous  bye-law  or  regulation,  and  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  lights  to  be  carried  by  such  vessel,  exhibit  the  signals 
prescribed  by  the  preceding  bye-law  until  the  vessel  has  passed 
through  the  said  bridge,  but  such  signals  shall  not  be  exhibited  until 
the  vessel  is  ready  and  in  position  to  proceed  through  the  said  bridge. 

3.  The  master  of  every  steam  vessel  intending  to  pass  up  the  river  through 

the  said  bridge,  and  requiring  the  bascules  to  be  raised,  shall  in 
foggy  weather,  in  addition  to  the  signals  prescribed  by  bye-law  1, 
give,  when  passing  Cherry  Garden  pier,  a  signal  by  one  prolonged 
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blast  of  the   steam  whistle  of  not   less  than  5  seconds  duration, 
followed  by  three  short  blasts  in  rapid  succession  and  shall  continue 
to  give  such  signal  at  moderate  intervals  until  the  vessel  is  in  sight 
of  the  said  bridge. 
This  signal  shall  not  be  used  in  clear  weather. 

4.  The  master  of  every  steam  vessel  intending  to  pass  down  the  river 

through  the  said  bridge,  and  requiring  the  bascules  to  be  raised, 
shall,  both  in  foggy  and  clear  weather,  in  addition  to  the  signals 
prescribed  by  bye-law  1,  give  the  sound  signal  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  bye-law  when  such  vessel  is  ready  and  in  position  to 
proceed  through  the  said  bridge. 

5.  These  bye-laws  shall  be  in  addition  to,  and  not  in  substitution  for  any 

bye-laws  now  in  force,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  made  by  the 
Conservators  under  their  general  powers,  and  which  shall  apply  to 
the  navigation  of  the  river  below  London  Bridge,  and  nothing  in 
these  bye-laws  shall  diminish  or  affect  the  powers  of  the  Conservators 
with  regard  to  the  regulation  of  vessels  on  the  river  below  London 
Bridge. 

6.  The  word  "master"  in  these  bye-laws  shall  have  the  same  meaning 

and  interpretation  as  in  section  3  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Act 
1894. 

7.  The  master  of  any  vessel  or  any  person  committing  any  breach  of  or 

in  any  way  infringing  any  of  these  bye-laws  shall  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  and  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  which 
said  penalty  may  be  recovered  and  enforced  summarily,  and  shall  be 
applied  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Act  1894. 

8.  These  bye-laws  may  be  cited  as   "  The  Tower   Bridge  Navigation 

Bye-laws." 

The  Common   Seal  of  the  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames  was 
hereunto  affixed  by  order  of  the  said  Conservators  in  the  presence  of 

JAMES  H.  GOUGH,  /^\ 

Secretary  of  the  said  Conservators.   .  y^     J 

Confirmed  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Trade  this  23rd  day  of  April,  1896. 

T.  H-  W.  PELHAM, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
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THAMES    CONSERVANCY. 

BYE-LAWS  FOR  THE  PROTECTION,  PRESERVATION,  AND  REGU- 
LATION OF  THE  FISHERIES  IN  THE  RIVER  THAMES,  FROM 
CRICKLADE,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTS,  TO  YANTLET,  IN 
THE  COUNTY  OF  KENT.— (Order  in  Council  of  August,  1893.) 

The  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames  in  exercise  of  the  powers  and  authority 
vested  in  them  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  Acts,  1857  and  1864,  the  Thames 
Navigation  Act,  1866,  the  Thames  Conservancy  Act,  1867,  the  Thames 
Navigation  Act,  1870,  the  Thames  Conservancy  Act,  1878,  the  Thames 
Act,  1883,  and  the  Thames  Preservation  Ad,  1885,  and  of  every  other 
authority  them  hereunto  in  anywise  enabling,  do  order  and  direct  as  follows, 
{that  is  to  say) : — 

1.  These  Bye-laws  may  be  cited  as  "The  Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws 
1893." 

2.  These  Bye-laws  shall  come  into  operation  the  day  after  the  same  are 
allowed  by  Her  Majesty  in  Council. 

3.  Except  when  the  application  of  any  Bye-law  or  Bye-laws  is  expressly 
limited  to  any  particular  part  or  parts  of  the  River,  or  to  any  particular 
or  specified  class  of  fish  or  mode  of  fishing,  these  Bye-laws  shall  extend  and 
apply  to  the  Rivers  Thames  and  Isis,  hereinafter  called  "  The  River  Thames," 
as  herein  defined,  and  to  all  creeks,  inlets  and  bends  between  Teddington 
Lock  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  Yantlet  Creek  in  the  County  of  iLent, 
so  f ar  as  the  tide  flows,  and  refiows  therein  at  ordinary  tides,  and  to  every 
class  of  fish  and  every  mode  of  fishing. 

Modes  and  Instruments  of  Fishing. 

Upper  River. 

The  following  Bye-laws,  numbered  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  and  11,  shall  only 
apply  to  so  much  of  the  River  Thames  as  is  situate  above  London  Bridge. 

4.  The  following  instruments,  nets,  and  apparatus  shall  be  the  only 
instruments,  nets,  and  apparatus  that  may  lawfully  be  used  for  taking 
fish : — 

1.  Rod  and  Line. 

2.  A  flew  or  stream  net. 

3.  A  seine  or  draft  net. 

4.  A  single  blay  net. 

5.  A  smelt  net. 

6.  A  flounder  net. 

7.  A  minnow  net. 

8.  A  hand  or  well  net. 

9.  A  lending  net. 

10.  A  casting  or  bait  net. 

11.  Grig  Wheels. 

And  such  nets  and  apparatus  shall  only  be  used  in  the  places  at  the  times 
and  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed. 
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5.  No  rod  and  line  shall  be  used  except  when  fished  with  either  a  natural 
or  artificial  bait  in  a  proper  manner,  and  no  person  shall  fish  with  more 
than  two  rods  and  lines  at  the  same  time. 

6.  No  person  shall  allow  any  rod  and  line,  or  line  to  which  any  bait  or 
hook,  natural  or  artificial,  is  attached,  to  be  drawn  or  trailed  from  any 
vessel  on  the  River  Thames. 

7.  No  person  shall  fish  for  pike  with  any  device  or  tackle  that  does  not 
admit  of  the  pike  taken  therewith  being  returned  to  the  water  without  any 
serious  injury. 

8.  No  Flew  or  Stream  net  shall  be  used  of  a  greater  length  than  sixteen 
fathoms,  measured  along  the  head  rope,  nor  with  a  mesh  of  less  than  three 
inches  from  knot  to  knot,  the  measurements  to  be  made  when  the  net 
is  wet. 

No  Seine  or  Draft  net  shall  be  used  of  a  greater  length  than  sixteen 
fathoms,  measured  along  the  head  rope,  nor  with  a  mesh  less  than  two-and- 
a-half  inches  from  knot  to  knot,  the  measurements  in  each  case  to  be  made 
when  the  net  is  wet. 

No  Blay  net  shall  be  used  of  a  greater  length  than  thirteen  fathoms, 
measured  along  the  head  rope,  nor  with  a  mesh  less  than  two  inches  from 
knot  to  knot,  the  measurements  in  each  case  to  be  made  when  wet. 

No  Smelt  net  shall  be  used  of  a  greater  length  than  sixteen  fathoms 
measured  along  the  head  rope,  nor  with  a  mesh  other  than  the  following : 
for  five  fathoms,  measured  along  the  head  rope  from  each  end  thereof,  with 
a  mesh  not  less  than  one-and-a-quarter  inches  from  knot  to  knot,  and  for 
the  remaining  six  fathoms,  measured  along  the  head  rope  which  shall  join 
the  two  portions  of  five  fathoms,  with  a  mesh  not  less  than  one  inch,  the 
said  measurements  to  be  made  in  all  cases  when  the  net  is  wet. 

No  Flounder  net  shall  be  used  of  a  greater  length  than  sixteen  fathoms, 
measured  along  the  head  rope,  or  of  a  greater  depth  than  nine  feet  or  with 
a  mesh  of  less  than  two-and-a-half  inches  from  knot  to  knot,  the  said 
measurements  to  be  made  in  all  cases  when  the  net  is  wet. 

No  Minnow  net  shall  be  used  with  a  greater  diameter  than  three  feet 
in  any  part  of  the  net. 

No  Landing  net  shall  be  used  with  a  greater  diameter  than  two  feet  and 
a  greater  length  than  three  feet  from  the  ring  and  the  end  of  the  net,  nor 
with  a  mesh  of  less  than  one  inch  from  knot  to  knot,  such  measurements  to 
be  made  when  the  net  is  wet. 

No  Casting  or  Bait  net  shall  be  used  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  circum- 
ference, nor  with  a  mesh  of  less  than  one-half  inch  from  knot  to  knot,  nor 
with  a  sack  or  purse  of  more  than  six  inches  in  depth  when  fully  extended, 
the  measurements  in  each  case  to  be  made  when  the  net  is  wet. 

9.  The  following  nets  and  no  other  may  be  used  by  all  persons  for  all  fish. 
A  Minnow  net,  a  Landing  net,  and  a  Hand  or  Well  net. 

The  following  nets  may  not  be  used  except  in  that  part  of  the  River 
Thames  as  lies  between  Isleworth  Church  Ferry  and  London  Bridge,  and 
except  by  the  persons  who  used  such  nets  during  the  year  1892.  A  list 
of  such  persons,  with  their  full  names  and  addresses,  is  contained  in  the 
Schedule  hereto : 

A  Flew  or  Stream  net,  a  Seine  or  Draft  net,  a  Blay  net,  a  Smelt  net,  and 
a  Flounder  net. 

10.  The  following  nets  shall  only  be  used  by  the  following  persons,  and  in 
the  specified  way : 

A  Landing  net  by  a  person  angling,  or  by  an  assistant  to  a  person  angling, 

and  as  auxiliary  to  angling  with  a  rod  and  line,  to  land  fish  hooked  on  a 

line  by  the  person  fishing. 
A  Minnow  net  by  a  person  angling  or  about  to  angle,  or  his  servant  or 

agent,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  Minnows  for  bait,  to  be  used  for 

angling  in  the  River  Thames. 
A  Casting  or  Bait  net  may  only  be  used  by  Assistant  River  Keepers  in 

obtaining  bait,  to  be  used  by  persons  for  angling  in  the  River  Thames. 
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11.  No  night  hook,  night  line,  nor  fixed  hook  or  line  shall  be  used  in  the 
River  Thames  above  London  Bridge. 

Modes  and  Instruments  of  Fishing. 

Lower  Hirer. 

The  following  Bye-laws,  numbered  12,  13,  and  14,  shall  only  apply  to  so 
much  of  the  River  Thames  as  is  situate  below  London  Bridge. 

12.  The  following  nets,  implements,  and  apparatus  shall  be  the  only 
implements,  nets  and  apparatus  that  may  be  lawfully  used  for  taking  fish  :— 

1.  Rod  and  lino, 

2.  Hand  lines  fished  with  bait, 

3.  Trim-tram  or  Four-beam  nets, 

4.  Trawl  nets, 

5.  Flounder  nets, 

6.  Stow-boat  nets  until  the  1st  day  of  July,  189o,  and  such  nets  and 
apparatus  shall  only  be  used  in  the  places  at  the  times  and  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  prescribed. 

13.  No  Trim-tram  or  Four-beam  net  shall  be  used  with  a  weighted  beam, 
of  a  greater  length  than  twenty-one  feet,  or  with  a  mouth  of  a  greater  total 
circumference  than  sixty  feet,  measuring  in  each  of  the  sides.  The  netting 
of  any  such  net  shall  not  be  of  a  greater  length  than  thirty  feet  from  the 
beam  to  the  extreme  end  of  the  cod  of  the  net,  and  shall  not  be  less  than 
three-auarters  of  an  inch  from  knot  to  knot,  the  measurements  to  be  made 
when  trie  net  is  wet. 

14.  No  Trawl  net  shall  be  used  with  a  beam  of  greater  length  than  thirty 
feet,  and  the  netting  of  such  net  shall  not  be  of  a  greater  length  than 
seventy-five  feet  from  the  beam,  nor  with  a  mesh  of  less  than  three-quarters 
of  an  inch  from  knot  to  knot,  the  measurements  to  be  made  when  the  net 
is  wet. 

GENERAL. 

15.  No  net  in  any  part  of  the  River  Thames  shall  be  fixed  or  attached  to 
the  soil,  or  made  stationary  in  any  way,  and  a  net  held  by  any  person  or 
persons  in  a  boat  or  boats,  that  is  or  are  moored  or  anchored,  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  a  fixed  net  for  the  purposes  of  this  Bye-law. 

16.  No  person  shall  put  down  in  any  part  of  the  River  Thames  at  the 
mouth  of  any  brook,  creek,  river  or  backwater,  communicating  with  the 
River  Thames,  or  running  into  the  said  River,  or  at  any  mill,  sluice,  race, 
or  branch  of  the  said  River,  any  net  or  device  whatever  to  stop,  catch  or 
hinder  any  fish,  spawn,  or  fry  of  fish  from  coming  into,  or  going  out  of  the 
River  Thames. 

17.  No  spear,  gaff,  strokehaul,  hook,  or  other  instrument  of  a  like  nature, 
or  any  other  device,  used  in  the  manner  such  instruments  are  usually 
employed,  shall  be  used  in  any  part  of  the  River  Thames.  Provided  that 
this  Bye-law  shall  not  apply  to  any  person  using  a  gaff  as  auxiliary  to 
angling  for  pike  with  a  rod  and  line. 

18.  No  person  shall  use  any  rod  and  line,  hook,  wire,  snare,  or  other 
device,  either  alone  or  in  connection  with  a  rod  and  line,  or  in  any  other 
way  so  as  to  take  fish  by  means  of  foul  hooking,  snatching,  or  snaring  w 
any  part  of  the  River  Thames. 

i9.  No  wheel,  or  basket  for  taking  eels  or  other  fish,  shall  be  used  in  the 
River  Thames  except  Grig  wheels  not  laid  or  placed  near  any  dam,  or  weir, 
and  having  a  diameter  not  exceeding  six  inches,  and  such  wheels  shall  only 
be  used  in  such  part  of  the  River  Thames  as  lies  below  the  City  Stone, 
Staines. 

Times  in  whicii  the  taking  of  Fish  is  Prohibited. 

20.  No  Salmon,  or  Salmon-trout,  may  be  fished  for,  taken,  or  attempted 
to  be  taken  in  the  River  Thames  between  the  1st  day  of  September  and  the 
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3 1st  day  of  March  following,  both  inclusive,  and  no  Trout  or  Char  may  be 
fished  for,  taken,  or  attempted  to  be  taken  in  the  River  Thames,  between 
the  11th  day  of  September  and  the  31st  day  of  March  following,  both 
inclusive. 

21.  No  Smelts  may  be  fished  for,  taken,  or  attempted  to  be  taken  between 
the  25th  day  of  March  and  the  27th  day  of  July  following,  both  inclusive. 

22.  No  Lamperns  may  be  fished  for,  taken,  or  attempted  to  be  taken 
between  the  1st  day  of  April  and  the  24th  day  of  August  following,  both 
inclusive. 

23.  In  that  part  of  the  River  Thames  as  is  situate  above  London  Bridge 
no  person  shall  fish  with  or  use  any  rod  and  line  between  the  loth  day  of 
March  and  the  loth  day  of  June  following,  both  inclusive,  except  a  rod  and 
line  for  taking  Trout,  and  fished  with  an  artificial  fly  or  with  a  spinning  or 
live  bait. 

24.  No  fish  found  in  the  part  of  the  River  Thames  above  London  Bridge 
may  be  taken  between  the  15th  day  of  March  and  the  15th  day  of  June 
following,  both  inclusive,  except  Trout  and  Roach,  Dace,  Gudgeon,  Bleak,  and 
Minnows  taken  as  herein  provided  as  bait  for  Trout. 

25.  No  person  shall  fish  for,  take,  or  attempt  to  take  by  any  means  what- 
ever in  that  part  of  the  River  Thames  as  lies  above  the  City  Stone  at  Staines, 
nor  from  any  vessel  in  that  part  of  the  River  Thames  as  lies  between  the  Oity 
Stone  and  London  Bridge,  any  fish  between  the  expiration  of  the  first  hour 
after  sunset  and  the  last  hour  before  sunrise. 

Places  in  which  the  taking  of  Fish  is  Prohibited. 

26.  The  places  hereinafter  mentioned  are  places  staked  and  marked  out  by 
the  Conservators  for  the  preservation  and  incubation  of  the  fish  in  the  River 
Thames,  that  is  to  say : — 

Richmond — From  Richmond  Bridge  upwards,  a  distance  of  about  700 

yards  in  length  or  thereabouts  to  the  building  known  as  Buccleugh 

House. 
Twickenham — From  the  upper  end  of  the  Lawn  at  Pope's  Villa  to  the 

Island  at  Cross  Deep,  a  distance  of  400  yards  in  length  or  thereabouts. 
Kingston — From  Broom  Hall,  Teddington,  through  the  Backwater  (the 

Crowlock)  up  to  the  South-Western  Railway  Bridge  at  Kingston,  a 

distance  of  1,960  yards  or  thereabouts. 
Thames  Ditton — From  Long  Ditton  Ferry  for  512  yards  or  thereabouts 

westwards. 
Hampton — From  Molesey  Lock  to  the  upper  end  of  the  Lawn  at  Garrick 

Villa,  Hampton,  a  distance  of  1,514  yards  or  thereabouts. 
Sunbury — Froin  the  "  Magpie"  Inn  for  683  yards  or  thereabouts  to  the 

westward  to  Sunbury  "Weir. 
Walton — Walton  Sale,  a  length  of  250  yards. 
Shepperton— The  Upper  Deep,  a  distance  of  240  yards. 
Shepperton — The  Lower  Deep,  a  distance  of  200  yards. 
Wey bridge — From  Shepperton  Lock,  along  the  course  of  the  River  to  the 

Weir,  a  distance  of  about  830  yards  or  thereabouts. 
Chertsey — From  a  point  80  yards  below  the  Bridge  to  the  Weir,  a  distance 

of  445  yards  or  thereabouts. 
Penton  Hook — From  the  Weir  round  the  Island  and  up  to  the  Lock  at 

Penton  Hook,  being  a  distance  of  1,150  yards  or  thereabouts. 
Staines — From  a  point  below  the  Road  Bridge,  Staines,  to  the  City  Stone, 

a  distance  of  210  yards  or  thereabouts. 

27.  In  any  of  the  above-mentioned  places  no  person  shall  do  or  aid  or 
assist  in  doing  any  of  the  folio  whig  things  : — 

(«)  Take  up,  remove,  injure,  or  destroy  any  stake,  burr,  boat,  punt,  or 
any  other  thing  placed  for  the  purpose  of  impeding  fishing  or  the 
protection  of  fish. 

(6)  Disturb  the  said  preserves  or  the  fish  therein,  or  any  spawning  bed  or 
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place  to  which  fish  resort  before,  during,  or  after  spawning  in  any 
of  the  said  preserves. 
(r)  Fish  for,  take,  or  attempt  to  take  fish  in  any  of  the  said  preserves  by 
any  mode  whatsoever  except  angling  with  a  rod  and  line.  Provided 
that  any  duly  registered  fishermen  may  use  in  such  preserves  grig 
wheels  for  taking  eels  during  the  time  the  same  may  be  lawfully- 
used. 

Sizes  of  Fish. 

28.  No  fish  of  the  species  hereinafter  mentioned  shall  be  taken  in  or  out 
of  the  River  Thames,  or,  having  been  taken,  shall  be  had  in  possession  ox 
exposed  for  sale  on  the  River  Thames  or  on  the  shore  thereof,  or  on  any 
lands  adjoining  or  near  to  the  River,  of  less  than  the  sizes  and  dimensions 
hereinafter  respectively  mentioned  (that  is  to  say) 


Pike  or  Jack 

Extreme  length 

IK  inches 

Perch 

•          i »            » i             •        < 

8       „ 

Chub . 

•          » »            «t             •         « 

10       „ 

Roach 

•                        »  •                            n                               •                   < 

1                 «1 

Dace  . 

>                   .                       .  •                            •  «                              •                   i 

6       „ 

Barbel 

•                        »i                            • »                               •                   ■ 

16       ., 

Trout. 

•                   •                       i  «                            «  •                              • 

16       „ 

Grayling 

•                   •                        » ,                            .« 

■       12       „ 

Bream 

«                   •                       i  i                            %i                              •                   < 

10       „ 

Carp  . 

•                   •                        >«                            .  <                               •                   < 

10       „ 

Tench 

•                        ■  i                            »»                               •                   « 

8       „ 

Rudd . 

•                       i »                            »  «                              .                   < 

6       „ 

Gudgeon    . 

•                       •  »                            .  i                              • 

4       .. 

Flounders 

•                        »i                            •  «                              • 

i                  11 

Smelts 

•                       » »                            i •                              « 

6       ,i 

Lamperns  . 

•                        •  *                            « »                              • 

< 

Soles  or  Slips 

•                        » »                            >  %                              • 

8       „ 

Whiting      . 

»                        •                              >  «                                   M                                      •                        < 

"                   >! 

Plaice  or  D 

abs 

•                        •                              !•                                   11                                      • 

8       ., 

All  shrimps  to  l>e  sifted  when  alive  through  a  sieve  of  fths  of  an  inch 
between  the  wires,  all  which  wires  shall  be  placed  either  vertically  or  hori- 
zontally, and  no  shrimp  that  will  pass  through  such  sieve  shall  be  kept  or 
retained. 

But  this  bye-law  shall  not  apply — 

(a)  To  any  person  who  takes  any  undersized  fish  accidentally  and  at  once 

returns  such  fish  alive  to  the  water  without  injury. 

(b)  To  any  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  bleak  or  minnows  taken  for  use  as  bait, 

provided  that  except  for  the  purpose  of  baiting  eel-baskets,  no 
person  shall  be  entitled  to  have  in  his  possession  or  under  his  control 
more  than  50  of  such  fish  for  use  as  bait  at  any  one  time,  or  to  take 
by  himself,  his  servants  or  agents  more  than  50  of  such  fish  on  any 
day. 

29.  Any  person  who  shall  have  in  his  possession,  on,  near,  or  adjoining 
the  River  Thames,  any  fish  of  less  dimensions  than  those  specified  in  the 
last  preceding  bve-law  shall  be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  an  offence  against 
such  bye-law  unless  he  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  before  which 
he  is  tried  that  he  was  lawfully  in  possession  of  such  fish.  Provided  that 
this  bye-law  shall  not  apply  to  the  person  in  charge  of  any  boat  entering 
Hadleigh  Ray,  in  order  to  land  at  Leigh,  fish  on  board  such  boat  which 
have  been  taken  outside  the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Conservators. 

GENERAL. 

30.  Any  person  following  the  business  of  a  fisherman  on  the  River 
Thames,  or  letting  for  hire  for  fishing  any  boat,  punt  or  other  vessel  to  be 
used  on  the  River  Thames,  shall  be  subject  to  the  following  regulations : — 

(a)  His  name  and  place  of  abode  shall  be  duly  registered  in  a  book  kept 
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for  that  purpose  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Conservators  oi  the  River 
Thames  at  their  London  office  for  the  time  being,  which  office  is  now 
situate  at  41,  Trinity  Square,  Tower  Hill. 

(b)  On  the  registration  of  his  name  he  shall  pay  a  fee  of  one  shilling  in 
respect  of  each  boat,  punt  or  other  vessel. 

(f)  The  Secretary  shall  give  to  every  such  person  on  his  registration  a 
certificate  thereof,  such  certificate  shall  contain  the  number  of  every 
such  boat,  punt  or  vessel. 

(d)  Such  person  shall  cause  to  be  painted,  and  keep  painted  and  legible, 
in  characters  not  less  than  two  inches  long,  and  half-an-inch  broad, 
on  the  starboard  bow  and  on  the  port  quarter  of  eveiy  such  boat, 
punt  or  vessel,  such  number,  together  with  his  name  and  place  of 
abode.  Any  person  neglecting  to  have  such  number,  name,  and 
address  painted  on  each  such  boat,  punt  or  vessel  and  to  keep  the 
same  so  painted,  or  shall  permit  the  same  to  be  defaced  or  removed, 
shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  against  this  bye-law,  and  shall,  in 
addition  to  any  other  penalty  on  conviction  for  such  offence,  forfeit 
his  certificate  of  registration.  Provided  that  this  bye-law  shall  not 
apply  to  cases  in  which  any  vessel  is  already  marked  in  accordance 
with  any  existing  law  or  regulation  in  force  in  the  River  Thames. 

31.  No  person  shall  follow  the  business  of  a  fisherman  nor  shall  let  or 
use  any  boat,  punt  or  vessel  for  hire  for  fishing  on  that  part  of  the  River 
Thames  as  is  situate  above  London  Bridge  without  being  registered  in 
respect  thereof  and  without  having  the  same  marked  with  the  registered 
number  and  his  name  and  place  of  abode,  as  provided  by  the  last  preceding 
Bye-law. 

32.  Nothing  in  these  Bye-laws  shall  prevent  any  person  provided  he  has 
the  previous  consent  in  writing  of  the  Conservators  under  their  Common  Seal 
from  obtaining  fish  for  the  purpose  of  artificial  propagation  and  other 
scientific  purposes  from  any  part  of  the  River  Thames,  or  from  having  in  his 
possession  salmon  roo  or  trout  roe  for  any  of  these  purposes,  or  from  taking 
or  attempting  to  take  salmon  or  trout  when  spawning  or  near  the  spawning 
beds. 

33.  Nothing  in  these  Bj-e-laws  except  the  provisions  relative  to  the  fence 
season  and  to  the  sizes  of  fish  shall  take  away  or  abridge  the  right  of  the 
owner  or  occupier  of  a  private  fishery  or  any  person  having  authority  in 
wnting  from  any  such  owner  or  occupier,  to  do  any  of  the  following  things 
within  the  limits  of  such  private  fishery  only :  that  is  to  fish  for  or  to  take  or 
attempt  to  take  fish  and  eels  by  means  of  nets  commonly  called  cast  nets  and 
crayfish  nets,  or  by  grig  or  ground  wheels  for  eels,  or  by  night  lines  or  by 
means  of  eel  bucks  or  stages,  so  far  only  as  the  same  or  any  of  them  can  be 
legally  used  irrespective  of  these  Bye-laws.  Provided  that  on  a  special 
license  being  obtained  from  the  Conservators,  in  writing,  under  their 
Common  Seal  and  not  otherwise,  such  owners  or  occupiers  or  persons  having 
authority  as  aforesaid  may,  in  such  private  fishery  only,  take  fish  by  means 
of  a  net  commonly  called  a  hoop  net,  having  a  mesh  of  not  less  than  two 
inches  from  knot  to  knot  when  wet,  or  eight  inches  all  round,  and  not 
being  more  than  six  yards  long,  or  by  means  of  a  net  commonly  called 
a  drag  net,  and  having  a  mesh  of  not  less  than  two  inches  from  knot  to 
knot  when  wet,  or  eight  inches  all  round. 

34.  If  any  net,  engine,  apparatus,  or  device,  the  use  of  which  is  prohi- 
bited by  these  Bye-laws,  or  if  any  fish  during  the  time  at  which  the  capture 
of  the  same  is  prohibited,  or  of  a  size  of  less  than  that  permitted  to  be  taken 
by  these  Bye-laws,  is  found  in  the  possession  or  under  the  control  of  any 
person  on  the  River  Thames  or  on  the  shore  thereof,  or  on  any  lands  adjoin- 
ing to  or  near  the  River  Thames,  such  person  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  an 
offence  against  these  Bye-laws,  unless  he  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Court  before  which  he  is  tried  that  the  same  was  legally  in  his  possession  or 
under  his  control.  And  if  any  such  net,  engine,  apparatus,  device,  or  fish 
has  been  seized  under  the  provisions  of  the  Thames  Acts  or  any  of  them  or  of 
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these  Bye-laws,  the  Court  may  either  before  or  after  such  trial  order  the 
same  to  be  destroyed,  but  without  prejudice  to  the  infliction  of  a  penalty 
or  any  other  remedy  against  the  person  charged,  or  to  the  rights  of  such 
person  if  such  charge  shall  be  dismissed. 

35.  Any  person  acting  in  contravention  of  the  foregoing  Bye-laws  or  any 
of  them,  shall  for  every  such  act  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £5,  and 
may,  on  the  direction  of  the  Court  forfeit  any  net,  engine,  device,  apparatus, 
or  fish,  found  in  his  possession  or  control.  Every  such  penalty  shall  be 
recovered  in  manner  prescribed  by  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  and  shall 
be  applied  in  manner  directed  by  the  Thames  Acts,  1857  to  1885. 

36.  In  these  bye-laws,  unless  there  is  something  inconsistent  or  repugnant 
in  the  context,  the  words  and  expressions  hereinafter  mentioned  shall  have 
the  following  meanings,  that  is  to  say : — 

"  Person  "  shall  mean  any  number  of  persons,  or  any  body  of  persons 
corporate  or  unincorporate. 

"Court  shall  mean  any  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  whether  con- 
sisting of  two  or  more  Justices,  or  of  a  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

"  Fishing    includes  oyster  and  shell  fishing. 

"Fish"  includes  oysters,  shrimps,  crabs,  lobsters,  crayfish  and  shellfish, 
and  the  spat,  spawn,  brood,  ova,  or  fry  of  oysters,  shrimps,  crabs, 
lobsters,  crayfish  or  fish. 

44  Vessel"  means  and  includes  any  ship,  lighter,  keel,  barge,  boat,  punt, 
wherry,  raft,  or  craft,  or  any  other  kind  of  vessel  navigated  bv  any 
form  of  motive  power. 

"Fisherman"  means  any  person  registered  as  a  fisherman  or  the  owner 
of  a  boat  or  vessel  used  for  fishing,  or  let  for  hire  for  fishing  on  the 
River  Thames. 

"  Measurement  of  Nets,"  except  as  provided  in  Bye-law  33,  when  in 
these  bve-laws  the  measurement  of  nets  is  referred  to,  such  measure- 
ment snail  be  made  from  knot  to  knot  across  the  diagonal  of  the 
mesh,  when  such  net  is  wet  and  the  mesh  is  extended  to  the 
utmost. 

"  River  Thames  "  shall  mean  and  include  (1)  the  Rivers  Thames  and  Isis 
from  Cricklade  in  the  County  of  Wilts,  to  Yantlet  in  the  County  of 
Kent.  (2)  All  back-waters,  creeks,  side  channels,  bays  and  inlets 
connected  with  or  forming  part  of  the  said  Rivers  or  either  of  them, 
as  defined  by  the  Thames  Preservation  Act,  1885.  (3 )  All  creeks, 
inlets,  channels  or  bends  between  Teddington  Lock  in  tne  County  of 
Middlesex,  and  Yantlet  Creek  in  the  County  of  Kent,  so  far  as  the 
tide  flows  and  reflows  therein  at  ordinary  tides. 

37.  AH  Rules  and  Bve-laws  now  in  force  for  the  protection,  preservation, 
and  regulation  of  the  fisheries  in  the  River  Thames  are  repealed  from  the 
day  when  these  bye-laws  come  into  operation. 

The  Schedule  referred  to  in  Bye-law  9. 
George  Pearce       .        .        .        The  Hollows,  Brentford. 


George  Pearce 
Henrv  Pearce 
Charles  Pearce 
Richard  Pearce     . 
Thomas  Odell,  Sen. 
Thomas  Odell,  Jun. 
James  Gibson 
Louis  Gibson 
Charles  Gibson 
Moses  Gibson 


Back  Lane,  Strand-on- the-Green. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Chiswick  Ferry. 

Ditto. 
Spring  Gardens,  Putney. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
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ABANDONMENT.     See  Extinguishment. 

ABATEMENT, 

of  nuisances.  623,  625,  626 

in  the  sea  and  public  rivers,  40,  437,  445—447 
in  private  streams,  103,  458 
See  Nuisances  ;  Remedies. 

ACCESS,  right  of, 

on  the  sea  shore,  40 

shore  of  a  navigable  lake,  41,  97 
shore  of  a  tidal  navigablo  river,  87,  93,  436,  437,  447 
right  to  land  and  cross  the  shore  is  incident  to,  97 
no  right  of  the  public  over  private  lands  on  the  sea  shore  or  navigable 

rivers  for  the  purpose  of  bathing,  46 
is  a  private  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  land,  436,  643 

the  invasion  of  which  may  form  ground  of  an  action  for  damages,  or 
of  an  injunction,  93,  436,  643 
the  obstruction  of,  is  actionable  without  proof  of  special  damage,  94,  447, 
643 
and  is  an  injury  to  property  quite  distinct  from  injury  to  the  public 

right  of  navigation,  94,  447,  643 
whether  such  obstruction  amounts  to  interference  with  the  right  is  a 
question  of  fact,  to  be  determined  by  the  circumstances  of  each 
case,  95,  447,  643 
See  Sea  ;  Tidal  Navigable  River  ;  Lake, 

ACCRETION, 

property  in  land  formed  by,  29—31,  69—76,  101 
if  gradual,  belongs  to  owner  of  land  added  to,  69,  101 
from  the  sea,   whether  natural  or  artificial,   annexed  by  sect.   27  of 
31  &  32  Vict.  c.   122,  to  adjoining  parish  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  the  common  boundary,  15 
and  being  incorporated  therewith  for  all  civil  and  parochial  purposes, 
rateable  to  the  poor,  15,  595 

ACQUIESCENCE,  equitable  doctrine  of,  with  regard  to  the  acquisition  of 
easements,  208,  209 

ACQUIRED  RIGHTS  OF  WATER.     See  Easements. 

ACT, 

of  God.     See  Vis  Major. 
of  Parliament.    See  Statute. 

ACTION, 

remedy  by,  for  infringements  of  rights  of  water,  626,  643.     See  Remedies. 
interfereuce  with  public  rights  is  the  subject  of,  on  proof  of  special 
damage,  18,  177,  346,  634 
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ADMIRALTY,  COURT  OF, 

criminal  jurisdiction  of,  over  English  ships  on  the  high  seas,  2,  409,  410 

origin  and  jurisdiction  of,  409,  n. 

jurisdiction  of  the  admiral  transferred  to  the  Central  Criminal  Court  by 

4&5  Will.  4,  c.  36... 2,  S,  409 
jurisdiction  of,  over  foreign  ships  under  41  k  42  Vict.  c.  73... 8,  9,  409 

over  wreck,  44 
has  no  cognizance  of  offences  committed  on  the  sea  shore  forming  part  of 
an  adjoining  county,  15 
the  justices  of  which  have  cognizance  thereof,  15 
the  various  duties  and  powers  of,  as  to  ports  transferred  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  by  25  &  26  Vict  c.  69. ..52,  411 

ALLUVION, 

property  in  land  formed  by,  in  the  sea,  29 — 31 
in  tidal  rivers,  69 — 75 
in  private  streams,  101 
See  Tidal  XavigabU  River  ;  Private  River* 

AMERICA, 

law  of,  as  to  lakes,  107 

riparian  ownership,  110 

ANCHORAGE, 

the  right  of,  included  in  the  right  of  navigation,  5,  409,  432—434 
dues  for,  may  be  claimed  in  a  port  which  is  a  natural  roadstead,  not 
artificially  formed,  55—57,  433,  444 
immemorial  user  of  foreshore  of  tidal  rivers  by  fixing  moorings 

for  fishing  boats  in  soil,  how  supported,  433 
the  right  to  take,  in  a  port  implies  a  duty  in  the  owner  to  keep 
it  iu  repair,  55 
decisions  as  to,  565 — 569 
See  Toll*. 
and  beaconage  dues,  rateability  of,  605.     See  Rates. 

ARTIFICIAL  WATERCOURSE, 

casement  of,  108,  109,  112,  248—264 

the  most  important,  viz.,  canals  and  sewers,  Ac,  are  the  creatures  of 

statute,  109 
rights  in,  are  acquired  solely  by  grant  or  prescription,   and  are  not 
natural  rights,  109,  112,  236,  248—250,  253 
are  incorporeal  rights,  112,  205 
effect  of  grant  of,  210—215 
ownership  of  soil  of,  108 

right  of  fishery  in,  is  primd  facie  incident  to  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  376 
rights  in,  depend  on  the  character  of  the  watercourse  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  was  created,  112,  251,  258,  262 
diversion  and  obstruction  of,  248 — 264 
pollution  of,  161—16*,  264,  259,  264 
diversion  of  a  natural  stream  by,  127,  254 

liability  of  landowner  for  escape  of  water  where  an  artificial  has  been 
-  substituted  for  a  natural  watercourse,  145 — 147 
easement  to  discharge  water  by,  205,  254 

to  receive  water  by,  254,  255 
right  of  servient  owner  to  compel  dominant  owner  to  continue  discharge 
of  water  by,  255—264 

See  Canal ;   Watercourse  ;  Diversion  ;  Polhttion. 
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AVON  (THE  HAMPSHIRE)  NAVIGATION  ACT,  467,  n.  (1),  474,  n.  (3) 
AVON  (THE  WARWICKSHIRE)  NAVIGATION  ACT,  467,  n.  (1) 

BAILIFF.     See  Water  Bailiff. 

BALLAST,  rubbish,  &c, 

throwing  into  rivers,  prohibition  against,  under  54  Geo.  3,  c.  159... 488 
into  the  Thames,  481 
is  a  nuisance,  and  indiotable,  438 

BANKS, 

of  a  watercourse,  definition  of,  61.    See  Watercourse. 
of  a  tidal  navigable  river,  ownership  of,  87 
right  of  landing  and  towing  on,  87,  419 
of  private  rivers,  property  in,  100,  102 
of  canals,  duty  of  owners  of,  to  repair,  304 
duty  of  conservators  to  repair,  471 — 478 
See  Tidal  Navigable  River;  Private  River  ;  Canal. 

BARGE,  A  FLOATING, 

rateability  of,  604.    See  Rates. 

BATHING, 

no  common  law  right  of,  in  open  sea  or  tidal  rivers,  46 

and  the  public  is  not  justified  in  passing  over  private  property  to 
gain  access  to  the  water,  46 
custom  of,  gives  no  right  to  use  machines,  46,  48 
laws  of  decency  must  be  respected  in  enjoyment  of,  46,  48 

BEACH.    See  Foreshore. 

BEACONAGE  AND  ANCHORAGE  DUES, 
rateability  of,  605.     See  Rales. 

BED  of  a  watercourse, 

definition  of,  58 
of  the  sea,  property  in,  1,  8,  15,  24 
of  tidal  navigable  rivers,  property  in,  65,  82,  87,  89 
of  private  rivers  and  streams,  property  in,  100,  102 
of  lakes,  property  in,  105 
of  canals,  property  in,  277 
See  Sea  ;  Tidal  Navigable  River ;  Private  River  ;  Canal. 

BOARD  OF  TRADE, 

powers  of,  as  to  ports,  50 — 58,  411 

rights  and  interests  of  the  Crown  in  the  foreshores  transferred  to, 

18 
Arbitrations  Act,  1874  (87  &  38  Vict,  c  40),  provisions  of,  as  to  navigable 

rivers  and  canals,  495 
canal  companies  required  to  report  annually  to,  under  Railway  and  Canal 

Traffic  Act,  1888...496,  497 
powers  of,  as  to  abandonment  of  derelict  canals,  497 
powers  of,  as  to  pilotage  authorities,  426 

BOATABLE, 

distinction  between  navigable  in  American  law,  430,  n.  (2) 

l.w.  43 
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BOUNDARY, 

of  the  realm  of  England,  1,  5—9,  13 

of  counties  on  the  sea  and  tidal  rivers,  14,  15,  76 

of  parishes  on  tidal  rivers,  15,  76 

of  the  sea  shore,  14 

of  grants  by  the  Crown  on  the  sea  shore,  23 

on  tidal  rivers,  68,  81 
of  lands  on  non-tidal  waters,  100,  104 
of  lands  on  large  navigable  lakes,  105 — 107 
international  rights  as  to,  on  rivers  bounding  two  States,  77,  n.  (1) 

BRIDGES, 

are  incidents  to  rights  of  water,  501 

definition  of,  516 

prerogative  of  Crown  as  to  owners  of,  similar  to  that  as  to  owners  of 

ferries,  513 
in  early  times  repair  of,  was  part  of  the  trinoda  necesritcu,  as  in  Roman 
law,  516 
and  was  included  in  the  repair  of  roads,  which  fell  and  is  still  cast 

on  the  parish,  516 
but  repair  of  bridges  has  now,  for  the  most  part,  passed  to  the 
counties  in  which  they  are  situate,  516 
incident  to  river  conservancy,  which  might  prove  a  nuisance,  placed 

under  Commissioners  of  Sewers  by  23  Hen.  8,  c.  5... 462 
statutory  provisions  as  to,  516 — 522 
Magna  Charta,  516 

applies  only  to  making,  and  not  to  repairing,  516 
22  Hen.  8,  c.  5  (The  Statute  of  Bridges),  516,  517,  526,  k  n.  (5) 
5  &  6  Will.  4,  c  50  (Highway  Act,  1885),  517—519,  526 
1  Anne,  st  1,  c  12  ;  43  Geo.  8,  c  59,  and  other  Acts,  617,  n.  (2) 
Malicious  Injuries  to  Property  Act  (24  k  25  Vict.  c.  97),  519 
33  k  84  Vict.  c.  78  ;  88  &  39  Vict,  c  65  ;  40  k  41  Vict,  cc  14  k  77... 

520 
Local  Government  Act,  1888... 620,  521 
Highways  and  Bridges  Act,  1891... 521 
liability  of  the  county  to  repair,  522 — 538 

a  bridge  of  public  utility  is  to  be  repaired  at  public  expense,  522, 

529 
as  a  general  rule  extends  to  all  bridges  built  by  individuals  before 
43  Geo.  3,  c.  59,  if  the  public  use  them,  522—525,  529—532 
but  if  rendered  necessary  by  an  authorized  interference  for  private 
purposes  with  a  highway,  the  parties  so  interfering  must  repair, 
518—521,  522—526,  529—582 
what  is  a  public  bridge,  525 

"  riding,"  meaning  of,  under  22  Hen.  8,  c.  5,  as  to,  526 

"  hundred"  meaning  ot,  under  5  &  6  WiU.  4,  c.  60,  as  to,  526 

county  only  bound  to  repair  bridges  over  water  answering  description 

offiumen  vel  cursus  aquas,  526  and  notes 
a  floating  bridge,  propelled  by  steam  from  one  side  of  a  river  to 

another  is  in  substance  a  ferry,  and  not  a  bridge,  527 
sect.  7  of  the  Locomotive  Act  does  not  apply  to  county  bridges, 

529 
a  bridge  may  be  a  street  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute,  529 
an  indictment  does  not  lie  for  not  repairing  a  bridge  unless  it  be  on 
a  highway,  525,  n.  (6),  529 
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BRIDGES— continued. 

what  is  a  public  bridge — continued. 

highway  is  a  general  term  including  all  public  ways,  529 

a  bridge  built  on  a  public  way  without  public  utility  is  a  nuisance, 

529,  n.  (5) 
or  if  built  colourably  in  an  imperfect  way  so  to  throw  the  onus  of 

rebuilding  and  repair  on  the  county,  529,  n.  (5) 
powers  of  rural  district  councils  as  to,  under  Local  Government  Act, 

1894...  520 
persons  building   bridges   under  special  authority  for  their  own 

benefit  are  primarily  liable  to  repair  them,  529 
but  not  where  special  authority  to  do  works  for  public  benefit 

only,  531 
or  where  it  can  be  shown  that  the  particular  liability  has  been 

shifted  by  statute  or  otherwise  on  to  the  public,  531,  532 
duties  of  canal  companies  to  construct  and  maintain  bridges,  306, 

307,  592.     See  CanaU. 
provisions  as  to  construction  and  management  of,  under  Railway 

Clauses  Act,  1863.. .490,  491.     See  Navigation. 
statutory  limitations  as  to  the  liability  of  the  county,  533 — 538 

bridges  built  in  counties  by  individuals,  Ac,  to  be  erected  to  satis- 
faction of  the  county  surveyor,  &c.,  533,  534,  and  notes 
the  county  not  bound  to  widen  bridges  by  force  of  the  obligation  to 

repair,  534,  535 
justices  of  county  may  widen  and  make  commodious  bridges  or 

roads  at  end  thereof  repairable  at  expense  of  county,  535 
but  this  section  is  permissive  and  not  imperative,  535 
county  liable  both  at  common  law  and  under  2  Hen.  8,  c.  5,  to 

repair  approaches  to  bridges  to  extent  of  300  feet,  536 
no  liability  on  a  county  under  Railway  Clauses  Act,  1845,  to  repair 

approaches  to  a  railway  bridge  over  a  highway,  537 
even  though  company  have  lowered  level  of  old  highway,  537 
where  two  parts  of  a  bridge  are  in  different  counties  the  liability  is 

divided  between  the  two,  537 
in  absence  of  words  in  7  &  8  Vict.  c.  61,  determining  boundary 

between  two  counties  separated  by  a  river,  the  middle  of  such 

river  continuously  is  such  boundary,  538 
liability  to  repair  ratione  tenurce,  538 — 543 

at  common  law  owner  of  land  is  ultimately  liable  though  primarily 

occupier  may  be,  538 
liability  of  proprietor  of  a  navigation,  539 
of  infant  seised  of  lands  in  possession  of  guardian  in  socage,  539 
right  to  erect  a  new  bridge,  539 

how  far  covenant  to  repair  binds  when  damage  is  done  by  an  extra- 
ordinary flood,  540,  541 
where  a  bridge  is  built  by  an  individual  and  dedicated  to  the  public 

the  ownership  of  fabric  remains  in  builder,  541 
form  of  indictment  for  non-repair,  ratione  tenures,  541 
liability  of  tenants  of  parcels  of  a  manor  held  by  service  of  tenure  ot 

repairing  a  common  bridge  or  highway,  542 
liability  to  repair  must  be  immemorial,  542 
liability  to  repair  foot  bridge  part  of  a  carriage  bridge,  542 
what  evidence  will  negative  an  immemorial  liability,  543 
evidence  of  reputation  admissible  in  proof  of  liability,  543 

43—2 
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BRIDGES— continued. 

liability  to  repair  by  prescription,  543—545 

extent  of  territory  chargeable  is  to  be  ascertained  by  usage,  543 

and  in  default  of  usage  the  larger  territory,  i.e.  the  county,  is 
liable,  543 
immemorial  custom  may  be  pleaded  in  defence  to  an  indictment 

against  a  county,  544 
a  parish  may  be  indictable,  544 
so  too  a  hundred,  544 
or  a  prescriptive  corporation,  544 

in  absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  prescriptive  liability  to  repair 
extends  to  300  feet  of  the  approaches,  545 
and  bridge  tolls,  rateability  of,  619—621.     See  Rales. 
remedies  for  non-repair  of,  635,  636.     See  Remedies. 

BULWARKS,  ripce  muniendce  causd, 

right  of  riparian  owners  to  erect,  82—87,  154—156,  438.    See  Riparian 
Owner;  Overflow. 

BYE-LAWS, 

for  the  regulation  and  navigation  of  the  Thames.     Appendix  /.,  p.  645 
for  the  passage  through  the  Tower  Bridge  of  vessels  requiring  raising  of 

the  bascules.     Appendix  /.,  p.  662 
for  the  protection,  preservation,  and  regulation  of  the  fisheries  in  the 

Thames.    Appendix  IT. ,  p.  664 
under  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act,  383 
under  Salmon  Fishery  Acts,  when  ultra  vires,  386,  n.  (6) 

CALEDONIAN  CANAL  ACT,  THE,  474,  nn.  (1),  (8) 

CANAL  BOATS  ACT,  1877  (41  Vict.  c.  60),  the  provisions  of,  as  to  canal 

boats  used  as  dwellings,  498,  499 

registration,  authority  under,  499 

enforcement  of  Education  Acts,  1870,  1873,  1876. ..499 

definition  of  "  canal"  under,  499 

"  canal  boat"  under,  499 
CANALS, 

definition  of,  275 

under  the  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888...497 
Explosives  Act,  1875... 498 
Canal  Boats  Act,  1877.. .499 
how  distinguished  from  a  river  navigation,  275,  474 
plans  for  construction  of  must  be  deposited  with  the  Admiralty  or  Board 

of  Trade,  474 
public  may  only  navigate  them  on  payment  of  tolls,  474 
general  statutes  regulating  traffic  and  navigation  on,  488 — 500 
are  real  property,  275 

and  tolls  are  profits  arising  from  use  of  the  land,  275 
fishery  in,  280,  876 
status  of  proprietors  of,  defined,  274 
rights  of  proprietors  or  undertakers  are  defined  and  limited  by  the  Act 

creating  the,  275,  276 
general  tenour  of  Acts  incorporating,  276 

ownership  of  soil  vested  in  undertakers,  but  only  for  purposes  of  Act, 
277—280 
undertakers  may  have  mere  possession  without  being  owners,  277 
but  this  possession  entitles  them  to  maintain  trespass,  277 
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CANALS — continued. 

ownership  of  soil  vested  in  undertakers,  &c. — continued. 

undertakers  cannot  acquire  an  easement  to  water  for  other  purposes 
«  than  those  authorized  by  their  Act,  277 

and  easement  to  use  water  to  fill  a  caual  ceases  when  canal  ceases  to 
exist,  278 

undertakers  cannot  grant  right  to  take  water  for  uses  not  sanctioned 
by  their  Act,  nor  can  such  rights  be  acquired  against  them  by 
prescription,  60,  61,  231,  n.  (8),  235,  278,  279,  298—301 
reservations  of  rights  of  proprietors  on  lands  adjoiuing,  216, 278,  279 — 287 

right  of  support,  reservations  as  to  mines,  281 — 287 

as  to  transport  of  minerals,  280 

of  the  right  to  use  pleasure  boats  on,  216,  278 

of  fishery  in,  279,  280,  386 
See  Fishery* 
ordinary  rules  of  construction  as  to  conveyances  binding  on  undertakers, 

295,  296 
powers  of  undertakers  to  take  leases  and  give  them,  296 
liabilities  of  undertakers,  287—295 

for  injury  to  mines,  287—289,  292 

as  to  making  compensation  under  their  Acts  for  injuries,  287 — 290 

at  common  law  for  negligence,  290 — 292,  306 

not  liable  for  injuries  caused  in  due  execution  of  their  works,  292 

vis  major,  how  far  an  excuse,  293,  294 
remedies  against  undertakers,  how  enforced,  302,  303 
rights  of  adjoining  proprietors  to  surplus  water,  60,  231,  n.  (8),  235,  278, 

279,  297—300 
claim  against  undertakers  to  have  water  diverted,  801 
undertakers  are  entitled  to  ordinary  remedies  at  law,  302 

but  must  use  due  diligence  in  bringing  actions,  303 
duties  of  undertakers  as  to  navigation,  303 — 307 

duty  of,  to  maintain  the  navigation,  303,  304,  466,  470 

must  take  reasonable  care  that  navigation  is  safe  so  long  as  it  is 
open,  303,  304,  470 

duty  of,  to  remove  obstructions,  303,  304,  470 

right  of,  to  recover  for  damage  to  navigation,  304 

works  necessary  to  maintain  the  navigation,  305 

duties  as  to  roads  and  bridges,  208,  306,  307,  530.     See  Bridges. 

power  of  undertakers  to  deepen  and  widen,  305.     See  Navigation. 
navigation  of,  open  to  public  on  payment  of  tolls,  307 

by  steamers,  307 

and  on  Sundays,  307 
powers  of  undertakers  to  make  bye-laws  as  to  navigation,  807 
tolls  on,  307,  308,  587—594 
regulation  of  traffic  on,  provided  for  by  statute,  308 
mortgagee  of  toils,  how  far  a  proprietor,  308 

See  Tolls. 
shares  in,  308,  809 

are  not  an  estate  and  interest  in  land,  308 

but  have  been  held  to  be  real  estate  and  subject  to  dower  under 
special  Act,  309,  n.  (1) 

are  deemed  personal  property  under  Canal  Acts,  309 

probate  of  will  of  shareholder,  309 

calls  for,  808,  n.  (5) 

rateability  of,  608—618.    See  Rates. 
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enactments  regulating  traffic  on,  493 — 498 

provisions  in  the  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888,  as  to  terminal 
charges  and  through  rates,  496,  497 

companies  must  make  annual  returns  to  registrar  of  joint  stock  com- 
panies stating  name  and  place  of  office,  496 

and  to  Board  of  Trade  as  to  capacity  of  canal  for  traffic  revenue  and 
expenditure,  &c.,  497 

provisions  as  to  abandonment  of  derelict  canals,  497 

carriage  of  explosives  on,  498 

if  used  as  dwellings  must  be  registered  under  Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877— 
1884...498,  499 

provisions  of  Education  Acts  as  to  children  dwelling  on,  499 

CANALS,  INTER-OCEANIC,  77,  n.  (1) 

CANALS  PROTECTION  (LONDON)  ACT,  1898,  provisions  of,  500 

CARRIER, 

powers  of  a  canal  company  to  act  as,  under  8  &  9  Vict  c.  142,  aud  10  &  11 

Vict.  c.  94...49S,  494 
definition  of,  under  the  Explosives  Act,  1875... 498 
a  common,  by  water  is  on  the  same  footing  as  one  on  land,  514 

and  does  not  insure  against  the  irresistible  act  of  nature,  149,  514 
trade  profits  of  a  canal  company  arise  from  its  duties  as,  613 
See  Ferry  ;  Canal, 

CENTRAL  CRIMINAL  COURT, 

jurisdiction  of  Court  of  Admiralty  transferred  to,  as  to  the  high  seas,  2, 
3,  409,  410 
and  tidal  navigable  rivers,  76 

CHAR,  enactments  as  to  protection  of,  378,  389,  394,  395,  404.    See  Fishery. 

CISTERN,  statutory  restrictions  as  to  fouling  a  public  or  private,  178,  182, 
n.  (2) 

COLLISIONS, 

at  sea,  rule  as  to,  418,  423,  n.  (1) 

rules  of  Admiralty  and  Common  Law  Courts  now  identical  as  to,  423,  n.  (1) 

international  law  as  to,  423,  n.  (1) 

in  navigable  rivers,  427,  460 — 453 

local  rules  as  to,  428,  n.  (1) 

in  the  Thames.     Appendix  I.,  pp.  652,  653 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  SEWERS, 
origin  of  commission^,  32,  461 
derivation  of  "sewer,"  461 
duties  and  powers  of,  32,  334,  462,  465,  466 

now  vested  partly  in  sanitary  authorities,  450,  463,  466 
partly  in  inclosure  commissioners,  463,  466 
and  in  conservancy  boards,  464,  466 
may  be  created  by  Act  of  Parliament  independently  of  any  general 

commission,  464 
bodies  corporate    authorized    by    egisiature    to   do   matters    properly 

cognizant  by  commissioners  are  thereby  constituted,  467 
saving  clauses  in  modern  Acts  preserving  rights  of,  463,  464 
property  in  embankments  or  sea-walls  not  vested  in,  83 
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COMMISSIONERS  OF  SEWERS— continued. 

their  powers  limited  to  parts  of  coast  not  vested  in  conservancy  or 

harbour  authorities,  33,  34 
acting  for  a  number  of  land  owners,  may  erect  defences  if  necessary, 

though  injurious  to  adjoining  owners,  89 
liability  of  landowners  under  authority  of,  to  keep  sea-walls  at  a  certain 

height,  151, 152 
had  powers  to  remove  obstructions  in  navigable  rivers,  465,  466 

but  not  to  make  rivers  navigable  which  were  not  formerly  so,  466 
jurisdiction  of,  confined  to  such  rivers  as  are  necessary  and  useful  to 
navigation,  88,  n.  (1),  466 
See  Sea-  Wall. 

COMMON  OF  FISHERY, 
definition  of,  342 
generally  used  to  express  right  of  tenants  of  manor  to  fish  in  waters  of 

the  lord,  342 
in  private  waters,  370 

See  Fishery. 

COMMON  OR  PUBLIC  FISHERY, 
definition  of,  340 

in  the  high  seas,  is  common  to  all  the  world,  310,  344 
in  territorial  waters,  only  to  the  subjects  of  the  realm,  344 
in  tidal  waters,  844 
See  Fishery. 

COMPANIES  CLAUSES  CONSOLIDATION  ACTS,  1845,  1863,  1869, 
incorporation  of  in  special  Acts  of  water  companies,  309,  310,  312 

CONSERVANCY  OF  NAVIGABLE  RIVERS,  88,  460.     See  Navigation, 
Conservancy  of. 
authorities,  definition  of,  under  40  &  41  Vict.  c.  16...411,  n.  (9) 

CONSERVATORS  OF  RIVERS,  88,  92,  460—500 
are  guardians  of  navigation,  88 
ownership  of  bed  and  banks  not  usually  vested  in,  89 
not  bound  at  common  law  to  keep  navigation  open  or  in  repair,  92,  470 
but  bound  to  take  care  that  persons  navigating  run  no  undue 
danger,  92,  470 
See  Navigation. 

CONVENTION 

as  to  fisher}'  between  England  and  France,  12,  379,  380 

between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  as  to  fishery,  12,  379 

and  as  to  fur  seals,  12,  379 
between  Great  Britain,  Holland,  Germany,  Belgium  and  Denmark  as  to 
police  of  fisheries,  12,  379 
and  as  to  liquor  traffic  in  the  North  Sea,  12,  379,  381 
between  Great  Britain  and  Belgium,  as  to  differences  between  fishermen, 
12,  379 

CONVEYANCES  to  canal  companies,  how  construed,  295.    See  Canal. 

CORNWALL,  custom  of  tinbounders  in,  240,  n.  (3),  254,  n.  (5). 

CORPORATION,  a  prescriptive,  indictable  for  non-repair  of  a  bridge,  544 
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COUNTY, 

extends  to  low  water-mark,  where  high  seas  begin,  13 
creeks  and  arms  of  sea  within  body  of  a,  are  subject  to  law  governing 
inland  tidal  waters,  13 
but  those  not  within  form  part  of  territorial  waters,  13 
question  as  to  what  portion  of  sea  is  within,   must  be  decided  by 

evidence,  13 
an  arm  of  the  sea  lying  intra  fauces  terra  is  or  may  be  within,  13 
sea  shore  forms  part  of  the  body  of  adjoining,  15 
bed  of  public  navigable  river  presumably  within  and  subject  to  justices 

thereof,  76 
where  tidal  river  forms  the  boundary  between  two,  boundary  line  will 

presumably  pass  through  centre  of  stream,  77,  538 
liability  of,  to  repair  bridges,  522—538.     See  Bridges, 

COUNTY  COUNCILS, 

powers  of,  under  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  to  enforce  Rivers  Pollution 

Prevention  Acts,  186,  n. 
powers  of  in  Scotland  under  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act,  188,  it.  (1) 

COUNTY  COURTS, 

extent  of  jurisdiction  of,  under  the  County  Courts  Act,  1888... 627,  628. 
See  Remedies. 
under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Acts,  186 

COVENANTS, 

conferring  easements,  run  with  the  land,  215 

to  build  or  repair  a  bridge,  how  far  binding,  when  damage  is  caused  by 
extraordinary  flood,  540 
See  Bridges, 

CRABS, 

enactments  as  to  protection  of,  382,  884 

CRAY  FISH, 

taking  in  a  private  fishery  not  an  offence  under   the   Larceny  Act, 
405,  n.  (6) 

CREEKS  AND  ARMS  OF  THE  SEA, 

within  body  of  a  county  are  governed  by  law  relating  to  inland  tidal 
waters,  13 
but  if  not  within,  form  part  of  the  territorial  waters  of  the  State,  13 
and  are  governed  by  the  laws  relating  to  such  waters,  13 
in  order  to  be  "navigable"  must  be  affected  by  ordinary  tides,  13,  u.  (8) 
"  The  King's  Chambers"  jurisdiction  with  respect  to,  18,  n.  (6) 
three  mile  limit  with  respect  to  bays  under  conventions  with  foreign 

countries,  13,  n.  (6) 
grant  by  Crown  of  lands  bounded  by  a  uon -navigable,  held  to  pass  soil 
ad  medium  filum  aquce,  100 
See  Sea;  Sea  Shore. 

CRIMINAL  LAW  OF  ENGLAND, 

foreigners  on  foreign  ships  passing  within  three  miles  of  English  coast  are 
subject  to,  under  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  73... 8 

CROWN, 

title  of  the,  to  soil  below  low  water-mark,  5 — 9 

to  mines  below  low  water-mark,  as  against  the  subject,  10 
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CROWN  —continued. 

questions  of  title  to  foreshore  between  Grown  and  subject,  procedure  as 

to,  642.     See  English  Information. 
jurisdiction  of,  over  the  territorial  waters  of  the  realm,  5 — 9 

over  "  the  king  chambers,1'  13,  n.  (6) 
ownership  of  soil  of  sea  shore  between  high  and  low  water-mark,  by,  15 — 29 
is  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  15,  19,  40,  72 
and  therefore  grants  by  it  are  const  rued  strictly,  19 
but  same  rules  of  common  sense  apply  in  construing  grants  from 
Crown  as  from  a  subject,  19 
power  of,  before  1  Ann.  c.  7,  to  grant  portions  of  shore  to  a  subject,  is 

now  prohibited,  19,  81 
prerogative  of,  to  take  royal  fish  and  wreck,  18,  44,  46 

and  before  Magna  Charta,  to  create  a  several  fishery,  on  sea  shore 
and  tidal  waters,  18,  43,  98 
property  of,  in  land  formed  by  alluvion  or  dereliction,  29,  30 

and  in  islands  arising  in  the  sea,  31 
is  not  the  universal  occupant  of  unclaimed  dry  land,  3,  n.  (7),  66 
Tights  of,  over  lands  lost  by  encroachments  of  the  sea,  30 
prerogative  of,  to  protect  from  inroads  of  the  sea,  31 — 85 
liability  to  repair  sea  defences  is  not  enforceable  against,  34 
power  of,  to  prevent  destruction  of  natural  barriers  from  the  sea,  34 
rights  of,  in  ports,  50.     See  Ports. 
is  conservator  of  all  ports,  havens,  and  arms  of  the  sea  in  virtue  of  office 

of  Lord  High  Admiral,  50,  411,  461.     See  Sea ;  Sea  Shore. 
rights  of,  in  tidal  navigable  rivers,  65—67,  78,  103,  110,  346,  461 
property  in  soil  of,  may  be  granted  to  a  subject  by,  78 
limits  of  such  grants,  81 
rights  and  interests  of,  in  fort-shore,  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  18 
has  no  right  to  soil  of  rivers  above  the  flow  of  the  tide,  65—67,  99,  346—349 

See  Private  River. 
has  no  dejure  right  to  soil  and  fisheries  of  large  non-tidal  lakes,  66, 105,  848 
grant  from,  when  owner  of  soil  of  lake,  of  free  iisbery,  lands  adjacent,  &c, 
not  sufficient  to  pass  soil,  107 
See  Lakes. 
public  right  of  fishery  in  tidal  waters  possibly  derived  from  the,  98,  349 
but  has  now  no  longer  power  to  create  a  several  fishery  on  the  sea  shore 
or  in  tidal  waters,  19,  43,  98 
See  FisJicry. 
a  ferry  mny  be  established  b}*  grant  or  licence  from,  501 
rights  and  duties  of,  as  to  ferries,  501,  507,  509,  513 

See  Ferry. 
exemption  of,  from  payment  of  tolls,  575 
and  of  ships  of,  576 
See  Tolls. 
dockyards  in  occupation  of,  exempted  from  payment  of  rates,  or  occupied 
for  government  purposes,  601 
but  tenants  of,  holding  for  private  benefit,  are  not  exempt,  601 
See  Rates. 

CUSTOM, 

of  nations  as  to  fisheries  in  the  high  seas  must  be  respected  by  other 

nations,  5,  344 
acquisition  of  easements  by,  239 
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C  USTOM— continued. 

evidence  of,  admissible  as  to  repair  of  bridges  by  prescription,  543 

See  Bridges. 
evidence  of,  as  to  payment  of  tolls,  rules  as  to,  551 — 553 
See  Tolls. 

DAM.     See  Weir;  Mill;  Fishery. 

DECREE, 

obstructions  to  navigation  may  be  restrained  by,  437 

DEED, 

necessary  for  tbe  creation  or  assignment  of  an  easement,  206 
rules  as  to  construction  of,  the  same  in  grants  by  the  Crown  as  in  grants 
by  subjects,  19,  81 

"DEFINED  CHANNEL," 

with  respect  to  percolating  water,  definition  of,  198 

DERELICTION,  land  lost  by,  property  in,  69,  101 

DERRICK  HULKS,  ratability  of,  604 
See  Rates. 

DISTRESS, 

the  right  of,  incident  to  every  toll,  555,  594 

and  may  be  made  on  the  thing  itself,  or  any  portion  of  it,  555,  594 

power  of  implies  an  antecedent  right  of  action,  555 

DIVERSION  AND  ABSTRACTION, 

of  a  natural  stream  by  a  riparian  owner,  121 

must  be  reasonable,  122 

and  for  uses  of  his  tenement,- 123 

for  supplying  a  town  with  water,  not  a  reasonable  riparian  use,  122. 

for  irrigation,  125 

for  mills,  126 
of  a  natural  stream  by  artificial  means,  127,  237,  238,  254 
of  subterranean  water  from  a  well,  1S9 
of  water  actually  in  a  well,  196 

actually  in  a  surface  channel,  196 
easement  of,  241 

is  within  the  Prescription  Act,  231,  n.  (8) 

cannot  be  materially  increased,  242 

mere  alteration,  does  not  destroy,  242 
claim  to  be  relieved  of  water  by,  258 

contiriuauce  of,  301 

against  a  canal  company,  301 
injunction  to  restrain,  640 

See  Easement ;  Remedies  ;  Riparian  Owner. 

DOCKS, 

dock  companies  are  bodies  possessing  statutory  powers,  268 

See  Statutory  Powers,  Bodies  possessing. 
definition  of,  329 
ownership  of,  329 

provisions  of  Harbours,  Docks  and  Piers  Clauses  Act,  1847,  as  to,  329 
are  usually  primarily  governed  by  special  Act  incorporating  them,  329,  330 
right  to  take  dues  derived  entirely  from  the  Act,  329 
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DOCKS— continued. 

which  is  regarded  in  light  of  a  bargain  with  public,  and  most  be  construed 

strictly,  330 
liability  of  dock  companies,  272—274,  331—336 
for  negligence  generally  at  common  law,  331 
even  where  tolls  are  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  the  works,  272, 

273,  331 
to  repair,  334 

for  compensation  under  Acts  to  persons  injured  by  their  works,  334 — 
336,  530 
dues,  576,  580—586 

See  Tolls. 
rateability  of,.  598—602 
See  Rates. 

DOMESTIC  PURPOSES, 

right  of  a  riparian  owner  to  use  water  of  a  stream  for,  121 

what  are,  121,  316,  n.  (2) 

taking  water  for  an  engine  by  a  railway  company  is  not  a,  121 

owners  and  occupiers  entitled  to  demand  a  supply  of  water  for,  under  the 

Waterworks  Clauses  Acts,   315,   316.    See  Riparian  Owner;  Water 

Supply. 

DRAINS, 

right  to  make  for  agricultural  purposes  is  unqualified,  188,  189 

no  easement  to  the  continuance  of  the  flow  of  water  from  such  drains  can 

be  acquired  by  prescription,  189,  262 
implied  grant  of  existing,  on  conveyance  of  tenement,  216 — 227.     See 

also  Pollution. 

DRIP,  or  EAVES-DROPPING,  easement  of,  143,  262,  264 

DUES,  dock.    See  Docks  and  Tolls. 

DYNAMITE,  use  of,  to  kill  fish,  is  illegal,  397,  404 

EASEMENTS  OF  WATER, 

embrace  all  acquired  rights  of  water,  204 

definition  of,  204 

must  be  used  in  connection  with  a  tenement,  204,  234 

are  incorporeal  rights,  205 

classification  of,  205 

how  acquired,  205 — 240 

by  express  agreement,  205 — 209 

can  only  be  created  and  assigned  by  deed,  206 
equitable  doctrine  of  acquiescence,  title  to,  by,  208 
extinguishment  of,  by  parol  evidence,  209  . 
construction  and  effect  of  express  grant  of,  210 — 215 

extent  of,  determined  by  express  words  of  grant,  210 
benefits  of  right  to  an  easement  run  with  the  land,  215 
not  so  rights  unconnected  with  the  land,  216 
no  particular  words  of  grant  necessary,  216 
by  implied  grants  216—227 

on  severance  of  tenements,  21 7 

there  is  an  implied  grant  of  necessary  easements  to  grantee  but  no 
corresponding  reservation,  217 
except  of  ways  of  necessity,  217 
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EASEMENTS  OP  WATER— cow* inued. 
by  implied  grant — continued. 

reciprocal  easements,  226,  227,  255 

easements  not  of  necessity,  words  necessary  to  pass,  227 

secondary  easements,  229 

the  burden  of,  cannot  be  increased,  229 
easements  are  limited  by  words  of  grant  or  by  the  extent  of  user 

proved,  229,  266 
a  mere  alteration  doe*  not  destroy,  226,  242,  255 
by  prescription,  229—240 
See  Prescription. 
by  lost  grant,  231 

under  the  Prescription  Act,  281—233 

what  easements  are  within  the  Prescription  Act,  231, 298—302,  889 
the  common  law  not  superseded  by  the  Act,  233 
by  and  against  whom  claim  to,  by  prescription  may  be  made,  234 
cannot  be  claimed  when  the  servient  owner  is  under  a  disability  to 
grant,  235,  236 
enjoyment  must  be  nee  vi,  nee  clam,  necpreeario,  236,  237,  262 
and  uninterrupted,  287 
and  adverse,  238 
partial  interruption  may  qualify  without  destroying,  287,  n.  (1) 

claims  to,  by  custom,  289,  240 
particular  easements  of  water,  240 — 264 
easement  of  watercourse,  205 

See  JVatercoursc. 
easement  of  diversion  and  obstruction,  241 
See  Diversion  and  Obstruction. 
of  pollution,  243 

See  Pollution. 
of  artificial  watercourse,  248 

See  Artificial  Watercourse. 
to  discharge  water  and  receive  flow  of  water  by  artificial  means, 

254,  262 
right  of  servient  owner  to  compel  dominant  owner  to  continue 

discharge,  255 
of  drip,  or  eaves-dropping,  262,  264 

See  Drip. 
to  draw  water  from  a  well,  205,  231,  n.  (8),  289 
to  take  water  to  fill  a  canal,  277,  278 

to  take  water  from  a  canal  for  purposes  not  sanctioned  by  Act, 
cannot  be  acquired  by  grant  or  prescription,  60,  61,  231,  n.  (8), 
235,  278,  279,  297 
to  have  water  diverted  by  a  canal,  241,  301 
See  Canal  and  Diversion. 
extinguishment  of,  264 — 267 

if  granted  by  statute  for  a  particular  purpose,  easement  ceases  when 

purpose  is  accomplished,  265,  n.  (1) 
by  express  release,  265 
by  merger,  265 
by  licence,  209,  266 
by  abandonment,  265 
by  non-user,  266 
by  alteration  of  dominant  tenement,  229,  242,  244,  266 
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EASEMENTS  OF  WATER— continued 
extinguishment  of — continued, 

by  encroachment,  242,  244,  267 

remedies  for  disturbance  of.     See  Remedies. 

EAVES-DROPPING,  easement  of.     See  Drip. 

EDUCATION  ACTS,  1870,  1878,  1876,  provision  to  enforce  under  the  Canal 
Boats  Act,  1877. ..499 
See  Canal  Boat*  Act. 

EELS,  statutory  provision  as  to,  895 

EMBANKING  and  inclosing  evidence  of  ownership  of  sea  shore,  25,  27,  29. 
See  Sea  Shore. 
under  Improvement  of  Land  Act,  to  defend  from  sea,  is  "  an  improve- 
ment of  land,"  463 

ENCROACHMENT  of  sea,  land  lost  by,  30.     See  Sea  Shore  and  Dereliction. 
extinguishment  of  easements  by.    See  Easement. 

ENGINES, 

"  fixed,"  399—403 

what  are  "fixed  engines/1  402 
what  are  illegal,  under  Salmou  Fisheries  Acts,  399,  400 

privileged,  403,  404    • 
railway,  taking  water  to  supply,  is  not  a  "domestic  purpose,*'  121,  124. 
See  Fishenj. 

ENGLISH  INFORMATION, 

questions  between  Crown  and  subject  as  to  title  to  foreshore  can  be 
brought  before  Court  by,  642 
and  Court  may  try  question  itself,  or  direct  an  issue  before  a  jury,  642 
jurisdiction  now  in  King's  Bench  Division,  and  is  not  touched  by  Judica- 
ture Acts,  642 

ERECTIONS  on  bed  of  a  tidal  navigable  river,  when  permissible,  82 — 87, 
154—158 
See  Tidal  Navigable  River. 

ESTUARY, 

power  of  Secretary  of  State  under  Salmon  Fishery  Acts  to  define  limits  of, 
385,  386 
See  Creek. 

EXCHEQUER,  COURT  OF, 

English  informations  respecting  title  to  foreshore  between  Crown  and 
subject  formerly  exhibited  in,  642 
but  jurisdiction  passed  to  Exchequer  Division,  and  thence  to  King's 
Bench  Division,  642 

EXPIRING  Laws  Continuance  Acts,  provisions  under,  as  to  salmon  fisheries, 
inspectors  and  commissions,  889,  n.  (3) 

EXPLOSIVES  ACT,  1875,  the,  provisions  of,  as  to  carriers  on  canals  and 
navigable  rivers,  498 
definition  of  carrier  under,  498 
canal  company,  498 
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EXTINGUISHMENT  OF  EASEMENTS.    See  Easements. 

FERRY, 

franchise  of,  an  incident  to  possession  of  rights  relating  to  water,  501 
definition  of,  501,  507,  515 

may  be  created  by  Act  of  Parliament,  royal  grant  or  licence,  or  by  prt- 
•  scription,  501 

incidents  to  the  ownership  of  the  franchise  of,  501,  502,  515 
the  right  to  take  tolls  is  usually  part  of  privilege  of,  502 
but  must  be  founded  on  adequate  consideration,  502 
and  burden  must  be  reasonable  in  amount,  502 
rights  of  action  and  liabilities  of  parties  entitled  to  franchise  of  a,  502 — 515 
against  parties  evading  payment  of  toll,  502,  515 
for  disturbance  of  franchise  by  setting  a  new  ferry  so  as  to  diminish 

custom,  502,  503—513 
owners  of,  liable  to  criminal  indictment  if  they  wilfully  or  by  neglect 
of  duty  obstruct  subjects  of  realm  in  use  of,  502,  513,  514 
description  and  limits  of  a,  504 — 506 

right  to  ply  on  Sundays,  under  the  Watermen's  Acts,  does  not  con- 
stitute an  ancient  ferry,  505,  506 
existence  of  an  ancient,  does  not  preclude  persona  from  using  river 
as  highway  from  or  to  all  places  on  boats  not  in  a  line  leading 
from  one  terminus  to  the  other,  506 — 513 
owner  of,  is  proprietor  of  a  particular  species  of  monopoly  for  public 
advantage,  509,  513 
but  has  not  a  grant  of  exclusive  right  of  carrying  by  any  means 

whatever,  509 
but  only  by  means  of  a  ferry,  509 
conditions  of  grant  from  Crown,  509 
protection  of  Crown  to  grantees  does  not  extend  to  future  discoveries 

of  entirely  new  means  of  transit  superseding  a,  510 
no  actions  against  persons  violating  rights  otherwise  than  by  means 

of  boats,  510 
how  far  owners  are  entitled  to  compensation  for  loss  arising  from 

creation  of  new  highways,  510,  511 
prerogative  of  Crown  respecting,  similar  to  that  respecting  bridges, 
513 
liabilities  of  lessees  and  owners  for  injury  by  negligence,  513,  514 
common  carriers  by  water  on  same  footing  as  those  by  land,  514 

and  do  not  insure  against  irresistible  acts  of  nature,  514 
what  constitutes  a  contract  between  owners  of  ferries  and  passengers, 
514 
a  floating  bridge  propelled  across  a  river  by  steam  is  not  a,  527 — 529 
saving  of  legal  rights  of  on  the  Thames  under  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Act,  1894... 483 
or  within  the  Mutiny  Act,  527—529 
tolls,  515 

alteration  of,  no  answer  to  an  action  for  disturbance,  514,  515 
lie  in  grant  and  not  in  tenure,  515 
an  agreement  to  lease  must  be  under  seal,  515 
"passage"  defined,  515 

the  individuals  or  inhabitants  of  a  particular  town  may  have  cus- 
tomary right  of  passage  over  a  ferry  without  paying  toll,  515 
rateability  of,  606,  607.     See  Bates. 
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FISH.     See  Fishery. 

shell     See  Shell  Fish. 
royal     See  Royal  Fish. 

FISHERMEN,  British  have  exclusive  right  of  fishing  within  distance  of  low 
water  mark  on  the  British  coast,  12,  344,  345 

FISHERY, 

the  various  rights  of,  defined,  337 
a  territorial  fishery,  337,  363 

right  of,  when  not  connected  with  soil  is  a  profit  A  prendre,  337,  838 
but  not  an  easement  within  the  Prescription  Act,  389 
not  an  interest  in  land  sufficient  to  give  claim  to  compensation 
under  Land  Glauses  Consolidation  Act,  339 
common  or  public  fishery  in  the  sea  or  tidal  waters,  340 
a  several  fishery,  340 
free  fishery,  341,  342 
effect  of  grant  of  fishery,  342 
common  of  fishery,  342 

See  Territorial  Fishery ;  Free  Fishery ;  Common  or  Public  Fishery  ; 
and  Common  of  Fishery. 
licence  to  exercise  exclusive  right  of,  must  be  by  deed,  104,  343 
effect  of  licences  to  fish,  343 
in  the  high  seas  : 

primd  facie  common  to  all  the  world,  2,  5,  344 
exclusive  right  of,  how  acquired  by  one  nation  as  against  another,  5 
customs  of  other  nations  as  to,  must  be  respected,  5,  344 
conventions  with  foreign  states  as  to,  379 

no  restrictions  on,  either  as  to  season  or  means  of  catching  fish, 
except  as  provided  in  conventions    between  States,   344,   858, 
391,  392,  396 
a  prescription  for  a  fishery  in  the  sea  is  bad,  345 
in  the  territorial  waters  of  the  realm : 

common  to  all  subjects  of  the  realm,  12,  345 

who  have  an  exclusive  right  within  three  nautical  miles  of  low  water 

mark,  12,  345 
conventions  with  France,  Holland,  Germany,  Belgium  and  Den- 
mark as  to,  annexed  to  the  Sea  Fisheries  Act,  1868. ..12,344,  379 
regulations  as  to  fishing  and  boats  under,  380 
conventions  with  America,  Belgium,  Denmark,  Holland  and  Ger- 
many as  to,  12,  379—381 
and  with  respect  to  liquor  traffic  and  fur  seals,  379—381 
provisions  of  the  Sea  Fisheries  Act  as  to  oyster  and  mussel  beds, 
381—384 
as  to  crabs  and  lobsters,  884 
as  to  herrings,  384 

sea  fishery  districts  under  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act,  383 
restrictions  as  to  season  for  taking  or  mode  of  capture  of  sea 
fish  in  sea  fishery  districts,  392 

in  ti  dal  waters  : 

public  right  of,  exists  primd  facie  in  all  subjects  of  the  realm,  43, 

98,  345 
subject  to  legal  restrictions  as  to  season  and  means  of  capture,  43 

391,  396 
extends  to  the  sea  shore  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  43  845 
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and  to  estuaries  and  tidal  rivers  so  far  as  the  tide  flows  and  reflows, 

98,  345 
does  not  exist  in  non-tidal  waters  which  hare  been  made  navigable, 
or  been  immemorial ly  so,  65,  67,  346,  350 

or  in  inland  non-tidal  navigable  lakes,  348 
semble,  depends  on  proprietorship  of  bed  bj  Crown,  65 — 67, 69, 847, 348 
which  prior  to  Magna  Charta  had  right  to  exclude  public  and  create 

several  fishery,  43,  98,  350 
the  Crown  cannot  now  interfere  with  the  right,  by  grant  or  charter, 

43,  98,  345 
the  right  is  subservient  to  that  of  navigation,  43,  99,  359 
includes  right  of  fishing  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  and 

taking  shell  fish  there,  43,  345 
bqt  not  of  nsing  adjoining  land,  except  by  custom,  345,  358 
the  public  may  take  all  the  fish  they  can  by  lawful  means,  346,  362 
interference  with  right  is  indictable  and  actionable  on  proof  of  special 

damage,  346 
right  does  not  include  that  of  taking  royal  fish,  346 
right,  how  affected  by  change  of  bed,  69,  70,  71 
a  several  fishery  in,  how  claimed,  98, 99,  350,  858 
is  subject  to  the  public  right  of  navigation,  99 
by  grant,  350 
by  prescription,  350 

what  evidence  is  necessary  to  support  claim  to,  by  prescription, 
350-352 
as  appurtenant  to  a  manor,  340,  353 
semble,  cannot  be  claimed  as  appurtenant  to  land,  353 
is  a  royal  franchise,  and  does  not  merge  on  forfeiture,  353,  354 
effect  of  grant  of,  354—358 
does  not,  in  absence  of  other  evidence,  pass  the  soil  beneath 

water,  43,  99,  355 
but  grant  of  sea  grounds,  oyster  layings,  shores,  and  fisheries  held 

to  pass  it,  355 
and  also  grant  of  several  fishery  exercised  by  kiddles,  356,  357 
effect  where  river  changes  its  course,  857,  858 
a  free  fishery  in,  is  a  co-extensive  right  enjoyed  by  two  or  more 
persons,  858 
user  of  fisheries,  358,  359 
rise  of  soil  per  te  not  sufficient  to  support  claim  for  toll  from  Teasels 

anchoring  in  limits  of  fishery,  359 
obstructions  to,  359—362 

weirs  obstructing  navigation  are  illegal,  unless  granted  by  Crown 
prior  to  reign  of  Edw.  I.,  359,  360 
and  are  indictable,  359,  360 
so  semble,  if  obstructing  fishery,  360 

obstructions  to  fishery  and  the  passage  of  fish  are  actionable  by  the 
owners  of  the  fishery,  361 
in  private  streams,  66,  67,  70,  104,  362—372 

belongs  primd  facie  to  the  owners  of  bed  ad  medium  filum  aquae,  66, 
362 
as  a  territorial  right,  363 
where  a  man  possesses  land  on  both  sides  of  a  stream  he  has  sole 
right  of,  104,  863 
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right  is  vested  in  occupier  of  lauds,  363 

opposite  proprietors  are  liable  to  actions  of  trespass  for  throwing  net 

or  line  beyond  centre  thread,  363 
lord  of  a  manor  must  make  out  his  claim  to  right  by  evidence  of  his 

own,  as  by  deed,  104,  364 
lords  of  manors  are primd  facie  entitled  to  fisheries  over  waters  of  the 

waste,  104,  364 
where  right  is  claimed  in  auother's  water,  onus  of  proof  is  on  claimant, 

365,  366 
claim  by  the  public  to  fish  in  private  waters  cannot  exist  in  law,  66, 
366,  367 
or  by  custom,  367,  368 
licences  to  the  public  to  fish  are  revocable  at  any  time,  368 
several  fishery  in,  apart  from  ownership  of  soil,  104,  368 — 372 
semble,  grant  of,  passes  the  soil  by  implication,  368 — 370 
may  be  appurtenant  to  a  manor,  368 
but  semble,  not  to  a  tenement,  368 
free  fishery  in,  370 

does  not  import  ownership  of  soil,  370 
right  of  fishery  in,  subordinate  to  rights  of  navigation,  871 
obstructions  to  fishery  in,  371 

statutes  prohibiting  weirs  only  relate  to  navigable  rivers,  371 
so  a  claim  to  a  weir  in  private  waters  may  be  established  by 

grant  or  prescription,  371 
but  obstructions  to  fishery  m  primd  facie  actionable,  872 

though  not  a  public  nuisance  or  indictable,  372 
pollution  of  a  stream,  rendering  it  unfit  for  fish  to  live  in,  is 
actionable,  372 
and  ground  for  interference  by  the  Court  by  injunction,  872 
in  lakes  and  pools,  66,  67,  105—108,  372—877 

in  small  pools  and  ponds  which  aie  included  in  one  property  or 

manor  is  primd  facie  \\\  owner  thereof,  108,  372,  873 
where  boundary  of  two  properties  passes  along  it,  it  coincides  with  the 

medium  filum,  and  fishery  follows  such  line,  105,  373 
fish  are  fercc  naturae,  and  cannot  be  subject  of  larceny  at  common 
law,  373 
except  in  small  ponds,  tanks  or  stews,  373 
in  large  inland  navigable  lakes  the  law  as  to  the  right  is  doubtful, 
66,  67,  105—107,  373—376 
the  Crown  has  no  dejure  right  to  it,  105,  873 — 376 
semble,  the  public  have  no  right  in  such  lakes,  108,  873,  376 
or  in  the  Norfolk  broads,  which  are  non-tidal,  376 
grant  of  free  fishery  in,  held  not  to  pass  the  soil  of  the  bed,  369, 
373 
in  canals  and  artificial  waters,  279,  376,  377,  386 

is  primd  facie  incident  to  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  376 

and  canal  proprietors,  &c,  may  let  it  if  they  think  fit,  376 
reservations  of,  to  land  owners,  279 
is  in  many  cases  regulated  by  the  Act  incorporating  a  canal  company, 

and  is  then  dependent  on  its  construction,  876,  377 
boards  of  salmon  conservators  must  not  injuriously  affect  canals,  4c, 
386 

l.w.  44 
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statutory  regulations  affectiug,  877 — 407 

general  enactments  for  protection  of  fish,  877 — 391 

special  Acts  relating  to  Scotland  and  Ireland,  878,  n.  (1) 

as  to  salmon,  877,  885—889,  893.    8ee  Salmon  Fisheries  Ads  ; 

Salmon. 
as  to  freshwater  fish,  378,  889—891 

formation  of  conservancy  districts  and  boards  for  protection  of 
salmon  fisheries,  385 — 889 
and  of  fishery  districts  for  freshwater  fish,  889—891,  404 
as  to  sea  fish,  379—384 

provisions  as  to  oyster,  mussel,  and  cockle  fisheries,  881,  382 
as  to  crabs  and  lobsters,  384 
as  to  herrings,  384 
statutory  provisions  as  to  the  season  during  which  it  is  illegal  to 
catch  fish,  391—896 
in  the  high  seas  and  territorial  waters,  891,  392 
power  of  Board  of  Trade  to  create  sea  fishery  districts  in  territorial 

waters  on  application  of  county  and  borough  councils,  883 
and  to  appoint  local  committees  who  may  make  bye-laws  re- 
specting close  time  for  fishery,  383,  392 
in  inland  waters,  893—896 
as  to  salmon,  393,  394 
trout,  394,  395 
eels,  395 
lamjierns,  395 

freshwater  fish  other  than  trout  and  char,  895 
as  to  the  sale,  exposure,  or  purchase  for  sale  of  sea  fish,  393 
of  salmon,  trout,  or  char,  395,  396 
of  freshwater  fish,  395,  396 
as  to  the  means  by  which  it  is  illegal  to  catch  fish,  396 — 404 
oyster  beds,  disturbance  of,  397 
salmon,  disturbance  of,  397,  898 

using  dynamite  to  kill  salmon,  trout,  or  other  freshwater  fish, 
397,  398,  404 
or  lime  or  noxious  materials,  397,  398 
licences,  provisions  as  to,  398,  399 
obstruction  of  fish  descending  a  stream,  398 
using  snares,  lights,  spears,  &&,  398 
size  of  mesh  of  net  to  be  used,  398 
seine  or  draft  nets,  399 
dams,  weirs,  and  fixed  engines,  899—404 
what  dams  and  weirs  are  privileged,  400,  403,  404 
privileged  fixed  eugines,  what  are,  400 — 403 

evidence  necessary  to  support  a  claim  to,  401,  402 
what  is  a  fixed  engiue,  402 
as  to  prevention  of  poaching  fish,  373,  404—407 

stealing  fish  in  ponds  is  larceny  at  common  law,  373,  404 
taking  or  destroying  fish  in  waters  adjoining  or  belonging  to  a 
dwelling-house,  405 
or  in  other  private  waters,  405,  406 

or  in  a  several  fishery  in  tidal  waters,  405,  n.  (6) 
what  is  evidence  of  a  private  fishery,  405,  n.  (6) 
"  adjoining,"  definition  of,  405,  n.  (3) 
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statutory  regulations  affecting — continued. 

as  to  prevention  of  poaching  fish — continued. 
taking  or  destroying  fish,  &c. — continued. 
or  in  other  private  waters — continued. 
"  unlawfully,"  definition  of,  406 
at  night,  405,  406 

or  in  the  daytime,  405,  406 
where  a  bond  fide  claim  is  set  up,  406 
seizure  of  nets  and  tackle,  406 
maliciously  destroying  dams  of  fish  ponds,  406 
or  putting  lime  or  other  noxious  material  therein,  406 
in  the  Thames,  bye-laws  of  the  conservators  as  to,  Appendix  II. ,  p.  664 
ratability  of  a,  607,  608.     See  Hates. 
what  remedies  will  lie  for  infringement  of  rights  of,  643 
See  Remedies;  Trespass. 

FLOODS, 

right  of  riparian  owners  to  protect  their  lands  from,  39,  154 — 158 

is  not  so  extensive  in  the  case  of  inland  waters  as  in  that  of  the  sea, 
154.     See  Sea  Wall;  Overflow. 
proprietors  may  build  bulwarks  ripce  muniendce  causd  to  avert,  155,  156 
ordinary  and  extraordinary  channel  for  waters  of,  distinguished,  155,  156 
rights  of  riparian  owners  to  avert  ordinary,  154,  155 

and  extraordinary,  157,  158 
an  extraordinary,  is  a  common    enemy,  in  providing  against  which 
riparian  owners  may  exercise  reasonable  selfishness,  157 
to  avoid  a  common  danger,  157 
liability  for  escape  and  overflow  of  water,  136 — 154 
in  mines,  188—147.     See  Overflow;  Mines. 
duty  of  railway  companies  as  to  building  sufficient  bridges,  531 
extraordinary,  how  far  an  excuse  for  damage  at  common  law,  147 — 150, 

319,  n.  (1) 
where  liability  is  imposed  by  contract  or  Act  of  Parliament,  150, 152, 153 
in  cases  of  negligence,  150,  151 
See  Overflow  ;  Vis  Major  ;  Riparian  Owner. 

FLOTSAM,  definition  of,  44,  n.  (11) 

FOG  SIGNALS, 

rules  of  the  sea  as  to,  413,  n.  (1)  (Art.  15) 

in  navigable  rivers,  427 

in  the  Thames,  Appendix  /.,  651 

FOOTBRIDGE,  632,  n.  (4),  535,  542.     See  Bridges. 

FOREIGNERS, 

on  English  ships  are  subject  to  English  law,  3,  n.  (1),  409 
on  foreign  ships,  when  subject  to  English  law,  3,  8,  12,  409 

FORESHORE, 

of  the  sea  and  tidal  rivers,  14—49,  405,  n.  (7),  596 
definition  and  limits  oft  14,  65 

comprises  only  that  portion   lying  between  high  and  low-water 

mark,  at  ordinary  tides,  14,  68 
but  this  line  varies  as  the  sea  recedes  from  or  encroaches  on  the 
land,  14,  68,  69 

44—2 
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definition  and  limits  of— continued. 

land  beyond  this  line  is  not  shore,  14 

though  overflowed  by  high  tides*  14 

forms  part  of  body  of  adjoining  county,  but  not  primd  facie  of 

adjoining  pariah  or  manor,  14, 15,  76,  596 
justices  of  adjoining  county  have  cognizance  of  offences  committed 

thereon,  15,  76 
whether  shore  is  or  is  not  covered  with  water,  15 
incorporated  by  31  k  32  Vict  c.  122,  witli  adjoining  parish  for  all 
civil  and  parochial  purposes,  15,  76,  596,  597,  n.  (1) 
and  is  rateable  to  the  poor  there,  15,  76,  77,  596,  597,  n.  (1) 
so,  too,  all  artificial  or  natural  accumulations  from  the  sea,  15, 
76,  596,  697,  n.  (1) 
was  held  to  be  extra-parochial  within  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act 
(18  k  19  Vict.  c.  121,  s.  22),  15 
property  in,  1 5 — 40 

is  primd  facie  in  the  Crown,  15,  65,  106,  429 

but  subject  to  public  rights  of  navigation,  15,  40,  65,  82,  429 

and  of  fishery,  15,  43,  65,  340,  345 
may  belong  to  a  subject  by  ancient  grant  or  charter  from  the  Crown, 
15,  78 
or  by  prescription,  16,  20 
right  of  Crown  appears  to  extend  to  whole  area  affected  by  tides, 

15,  16 
construction  and  effects  of  grants  of,  by  the  Crown,  19,  81 
of  lands  adjoining,  21,  81 

alienation  of  Crown  lands  prohibited  by  1  Ann.  c.  7,  s.  5. ..19,  81 
grantees  of  Crown  take  subject  to  public  rights,  17,  40—43,  79,  80, 434 
and  cannot  make  any  claim  or  demand  interfering  with  them, 
17,  40—43,  79,  434 
interference  with  public  rights  on,  is  a  nuisance,  18,  40,  68,  82,  346, 
437,  529,  n.  (5),  623,  642 
with  rights  of  the  Crown  on,  is  a  purpresture,  18,  83,  438,  642 
title  of  a  subject  to,  as  against  Crown  by  prescription,  20 
questions  as  to  title  between  Crown  and  subject,  procedure  as  to,  642 
may  form  parcel  of  a  manor,  23 — 29 

what  acts  of  ownership  are  evidence  of  title  to,  20 — 29,  48,  49 
property  in  land  formed  by  alluvion  and  dereliction,  29,  68 — 76 
duty  of  the  Crown  to  protect  from  the  sea,  31 
right  of  riparian  owners  to  protect  from  the  sea,  35,  39,  151 

from  river  floods,  82—87,  154,  438 
right  of  owner  of  tenement  adjoining  as  regards  access  to  sea  similar 
to  that  of  riparian  owner  on  tidal  river,  97 
See  Sea  Wall ;  Overflow. 
public  right  of  navigation,  40 

includes  the  right  to  cross  at  low  water,  40,  87,  !>3,  !>7 
right  of  bathing,  tmxble  does  not,  46 — 48 
public  right  of  fishery  on,  40,  43,  98,  345 
several  fishery  on,  43,  98,  350 
See  FisJury ;  Serrral  Fisiliery. 
the  right  to  take  wreck  on,  18,  27,  44 
See  Wreck, 
to  take  sand,  seaweed  and  shells  on,  48,  49 
See  Sand ;  Seaweed. 
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FOUNTAIN,  statutory  provision  against  fouling,  182,  n.  (2) 

FREE  FISHERY,  A, 
definition  of,  341 

when  an  incorporeal  hereditament,  cau  only  pass  by  deed,  104,  337 
distinguished  from  a  several  fishery,  341,  342 
effect  of  grant  of,  342,  370 
in  tidal  waters,  358 
in  private  waters,  370 

does  not  import  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  370,  371 
See  Fishery ;  Several  Fishery, 

FRESHWATER  FISHERIES  ACT,  1878,  the  (41  k  42   Vict.  c.  39),  878, 
389—891,  895,  397,  404 
See  Fishery, 

FRONTAGERS,  rights  and  liabilities  of,  as  to  sea  defences,  84—40. 
See  Sea  Wall ;  Commissioners  of  Sewers  ;  Overflow. 

FUR  SEAL  FISHERIES, 

convention  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  respecting,  379, 
380 


GAS, 

statutory  prohibition  against  pollutions  by,  180 
washings,  liability  for  pollution  caused  by,  180,  n.  (1 ) 

GOIT,  127, 164,  254.     See  Artificial  Watercourse  ;  Mill, 

GRAND  JUNCTION  CANAL  ACT,  the  (33  Geo.  3,  c.  80),  474,  n.  (1) 


HARBOURS, 

definition  of,  50,  411 

under  40  k  41  Vict  c.  16. ..411,  n.  (9) 
tolls  in,  4,  53,  574,  577.     See  Tolls. 
rateability  of,  595 — 598.     See  Rale*. 
conservancy  of,  51,  411,  412 
obstructions  in,  40,  433,  434,  487,  438 
facilities  of  authorities  for  keeping  in  good  order,  52 

See  Ports  ;  Xavigali-m. 

HERRINGS, 

enactments  as  to  the  protection  of,  384 

HIGH  SEAS.     See  Sea. 

HIGHWAY, 

on  water, 

the  sea  is  the,  of  all  nations,  1,  2,  409 

a  public  navigable  river  is  a  public,  81,  434 

on  land, 
is  a  gene  ml  term  for  all  public  ways  common  to  the  King's  subjects,  529 
no  indictment  lies  for  repairing  a  bridge  unless  it  be  situate  in  a,  525, 

n.  (6),  529 
at  the  extremity  of  bridges,  repair  of,  517,  536,  545 
provisions  of  5  ft  6  Will.  4,  c.  30,  as  to  repair  of,  518,  519,  526 


694  INDEX. 

HIGHWAY— continued, 
on  land — continued, 
definition  of,  under  5  ft  6  Will.  4,  c  50,  includes  bridges  not  county 

bridges,  519 
law  as  to  toll  for  passage  along  a,  on  land  applies  equally  to  that  along 
sea  or  navigable  waters,  546 

See  Navigation;  Bridges;  Toll. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  LAND  ACT,  1864, 

powers  of  Inclosure  Commissioners  under,  463 
meaning  of  term  improvement  of  land,  468 

INCIDENTS, 

accompanying  possession  of  rights  relating  to  water. 
See  Bridges;  Ferry;  Bates;  Tolls. 

INCLOSURE  COMMISSIONERS, 

jurisdiction  of  Commissioners  of  Sewers  transferred  to,  463 
powers  of,  under  Improvement  of  Land  Act,  1864,  and  the  Land  Drainage 
Act,  463 

INDICTMENT, 

interference  with  public  rights  is  the  subject  of  an,  18,  68,  82,  177,  346, 

437,  529,  n.  (5),  542,  634,  642 
pollution  of  streams,  when  amounting  to  public  nuisance,  punishable  by, 

177,  634,  635,  641 
for  obstruction  of  navigation,  68,  82,  440 

of  fishery,  346 
for  non-repair  of  bridges,  524,  n.  (1),  525,  n.  (1),  529,  632,  n.  (4),  538, 
539,  542,  543,  544 
See  Pollution  ;  Nuisance  ;  Fishery  ;  Bridges  ;  Remedies, 

INFORMATION, 

at  suit  of  the  Attorney-General, 

interference  with  public  rights  the  subject  of  an,  18,  40,  82, 177,  437, 
635,  642 
for  pollution  of  a  stream,  177,  245,  246,  635 
for  obstruction  of  navigation,  2,  40,  82,  438 
individual  sustaining  injury  may  join  as  plaintiff  and  relator,  635 

See  Remedies  ;  Pollution ;  Nuisance ;  Fishery;  Navigation. 
English..   See  English  Information. 

INJUNCTION,  remedy  by, 

Courts  of  Chancery  and  Common  Law  and  County  Court  have  now  equal 

powers  as  to  grauting,  626 — 628 
when  granted  in  cases  of  nuisance  and  injury  to  property,  636 
interlocutory,  636 
perpetual,  637 
mandatory^  637 

not  granted  where  damages  are  sufficient  compensation,  637 
principles  on  which  Courts  will  grant,  504,  636—643 
granted  to  prevent  repeated  actions,  637 

and  acquisition  of  rights,  123,  124,  637,  638 
granted  where  an  action  lies  by  riparian  owner  for  interference  with 
stream,  even  where  no  actual  damage  is  proved,  637 
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damages  not  generally  awarded  in  lieu  of,  for  injuries  to  riparian  rights, 
165,  041 
and  balance  of  convenience  and  inconvenience  cannot  be  considered, 
165,  504,  n.  (2) 
no  part  of  duty  of  Court  to  inquire  how  nuisance  may  be  removed,  165, 

639,  640 
Courts  will  not  interfere  in  cases  of  merely  prospective  nuisance,  174,  639 

however  strong  apprehension  of  injury  may  be,  174 
but  probable  continuance  and  increase  of  uuisance  will  be  considered, 

175,  639 
acquiescence  in  nuisance,  how  far  a  bar  to  obtaining,  173 
Court  will  not  hold  its  hand  on  ground  of  a  decision  being  appealed  from, 

unless  it  doubts  justice  thereof,  639 
to  restrain  interference  with  right  of  access,  93,  436,  643 
diversion  and  abstraction,  122,  124,  200,  208,  259,  640 
interference  with  a  ferry,  504 — 506 
injuries  to  fishery,  346,  371,  643 

to  navigation,  359,  371,  437—446 
pollution,  130,  159. 160,  164,  177,  201,  244,  372,  640—642 
purprestures,  18,  83,  626,  642 
statutory  bodies  from  exceeding  their  powers,  171 — 173 

INLAND  WATERS,  definition  of,  under  the  Explosives  Act,  1875...494,  n.  (4) 

INTERNATIONAL  LAW, 

as  to  the  sea  washing  the  shores  of  states,  1,11,  409 

as  to  fishery,  5, 12,  344,  379—381 

as  to  merchant  shipping,  410,  413 

as  to  rivers  forming  the  boundary  between  two  states,  77,  n.  (1) 

as  to  inter-oceanic  canals,  77,  n.  (1) 

INTRUSIONS.    See  Purprestures. 

IRELAND,  Fishery  Acts  specially  relating  to,  379,  n.  (1) 

IRRIGATION, 

right  of  a  riparian  owner  to  use  water  for,  121,  123,  125,  238,  239 

in  India,  duty  of  zemindars  to  maintain  tanks  in  their  zemindaries  for, 

160,  u.  (1) 
easement  of,  238 

See  Riparian  Owner  ;  Diversion. 

ISLANDS, 

in  arms  of  the  sea,  when  private  property,  31 
arising  in  the  sea,  property  in,  81 
•     in  private  waters,  property,  in,  102 


JETSAM,  definition  of,  44,  n.  (12) 

JUSTICES, 

jurisdiction  of,  on  the  sea  shore,  15 

as  to  offences  on  shores  of  tidal  navigable  rivers,  76 
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LAKE8  AND  POOLS, 
definition  of,  105 
ownership  of  soil  of,  105—107 

small  ponds,  105 
large  and  navigable,  question  of  ownership  is  doubtful,  105 — 107 
the  Crown  has  no  dejure  right  to  soil  and  fisheries  of,  105,  349 
American  law  as  to  such  lakes,  107 
where  there  are  several  adjoining  proprietors,  rule  as  to  ownership 

vague  ad  medium  filnm^  difficult  of  application,  106,  349 
grant  from  Crowu  as  owner  of  soil  of  lands  adjacent,  of  islands 

therein,  and  of  a  free  fishery,  held  not  to  pass  soil  of,  107 
whether  grant  of  a  several  fishery  in,  passes  the  soil,  107,  368 
right  of  navigation  in,  107,  373,  460.    See  Navigation. 
right  of  fishery, 

in  small  ium-navigabte  lakes  and  pools,  108,  372 
in  large  navigable  lakes,  108,  348,  349,  372—376 
See  Fixhcnj* 

LAMPERNS,  law  as  to  catching,  395 

LAND  CLAUSES  ACTS,  1845,  1890,  1869, 

incorporation  of  iuto  special  Acts  of  water  companies,  309,  311,  312 
a  ferry  is  land  for  which  compensation  can  be  given  under,  508,  n.  (8) 
a  right  of  fishery  is  not,  339 

• 

11  LANDED,*'  meaniug   of  term    as  regards  goods  shipped  into  harbour, 
580,  n.  (2) 

LANDING,  the  right  of,  as  incident  to  the  right  of  access,  40,  87,  97 

LARCENY  offish  in  small  ponds,  373,  404 
See  Fishei'y, 

LARCENY  ACT,  the  provisions  of  as  to  poaching  fish,  404,  405 

LEE  CONSERVANCY  ACTS,  the,  467,  n.  (1) 
provisions  of  as  to  restriction  of  pollution,  181 
Conservancy  Board  constituted  under  may  enforce  the  Riven  Pollution 

Prevention  Act,  185,  186 
savings  of  rights  under  from  provisions  of  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention 

Act,  187 

LICENCE, 

to  divert  water,  effect  of  a,  206,  210 

a  parol,  may  extinguish  an  easement,  209,  265 
to  fish,  revocable  at  will,  343,  368 

in  order  to  be  binding  on  grantor,  must  be  by  deed,  104,  343 

LIGAN,  definition  of,  44,  n.  (13) 

LIGHTHOUSES, 

ami  lmoys  and  beacons,  regulations  as  to  under  Merchant  Shipping  Acta, 
4*26 

tolls  taken  for,  576 

and  lighthouse  tolls,  rateability  of.  605 
See  Tolh;  lltttrs. 
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LIGHTS, 

rules  of  the  sea  as  to  vessels  using,  413,  n.  (1) 
in  navigable  rivers,  rules  as  to,  427,  428 
in  the  Thames,  Appendix  /.,  p.  649 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC, 

convention  between  Great  Britain,  Belgium,  Denmark,  France,  Germany 
and  Holland  respecting  the,  in  the  North  Sen,  12,  379 

LOBSTERS,  enactments  as  to  the  protection  of,  382,  384 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1888  (51  &  52  Vict,  c.  41), 

powers-of  county  councils  under  to  enforce  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention 

Act,  186,  n.  (1) 
powers  as  to  bridges  exercised  by  justices  transferred  to  county  councils 

by,  520 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1894, 

powers  of  parish  councils  under,  with  respect  to  water  supply,  326 
transfers  to  rural  district  councils  powers  of  urban  authorities  as  to  bridges 
under  Public  Health  Act,  1875.. .520 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD, 

powers  of  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Acts,  184, 185, 186,  n.  (1), 
187 
the  Canal  Boats  Acts,  499 

LOCK  DUES, 

rateability  of,  612 

are  a  local  earning,  and  locally  rateable,  612 
See  Rates. 

LOCOMOTIVE  ACT,  the  (24  &  25  Vict.  c.  70),  s.  7,  does  not  apply  to  county 
bridges,  629 
See  Bridges, 

LORD  OF  MANOR.     See  Manor. 

MALICIOUS  INJURIES  TO  PROPERTY  ACT,  the,  182,  n.  (2),  489 
provisions  as  to  restriction  of  pollution,  182,  n.  (2) 
protection  of  navigation,  489 
as  to  fishery,  182,  406 

MANDAMUS, 

remedy  by,  626 
See  Remedies. 

MANOR, 

the  sea  shore  may  form  parcel  of  a,  23 — 29 
on  the  sea  coast,  23 

effect  of  grant  of,  23 

acts  of  ownership  admissible  to  prove  extent  of  grant  of,  23 — 27 

a  port  may  be  parcel  of  a,  51,  55,  567 

right  to  take  wreck  is  frequently  attached  to,  27,  44 
claim  by  lords  of  to  fish  in  waters  of,  104,  364 
"  waste  lands  of,"  meaning  of,  280 
right  of  lord  of  to  fish  iti  waters  of  waste,  364 

See  Sea  Shore  ;  Fishery  ;  Ports. 
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MARINE  PROPERTY, 
ratability  of,  395—606 

where  not  actually  occupying  soil,  603—605 

MASTER,  definition  of  under  the  Canal  Boats  Act,  1877... 498,  n.  (6) 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894, 

jurisdiction  of  English  courts  over  foreign  vessels  under,  3,  409 
regulations  as  to  the  navigation  of  the  sea  under,  412—427 

of  inland  waters,  427 
Acts  on  the  subject  passed  since  passing  of  the,  428,  n.  (1) 

See  Sea,  the  ;  Navigation. 

MERGER, 

natural  rights  of  water  are  not  extinguished  by,  265 
extinguishment  of  easements  by,  216,  265 

MERSEY  CHANNELS  ACT,  1897,  the,  428,  n.  (1) 

MERSEY  AND  IRWELL  JOINT  COMMITTEES   ACT,    1892  (55  k  56 
Vict  ch.  cxci.),  provisions  of,  186,  n.  (1) 

MILL  DAMS  AND  WEIRS, 

obstructing  navigation,  359,  445 
fishery,  360,  371,  399,  403 
powers  of  Conservancy  Boards  and  Commissioners  of  Sewers  over,  in 

navigable  rivers,  462,  465 
property  in,  in  the  Thames  vested  in  the  Conservators,  479,  480 
See  Riparian  Owner;  Easement;  Fishery. 

MILLS, 

right  of  riparian  owners  to  use  water  for,  121,  122,  126 

for  a  mill  newly  erected,  113,  114,  116,  126 
the  use  of  the  water  for  must  be  reasonable,  121,  122 

and  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  other  riparian  owners,  113,  114, 
121,  122,  126 
right  to  divert  the  water  of  a  natural  stream  to  by  artificial  means,  127 
easement  to  divert  water  to,  242 

water-courses  constructed  solely  for,  are  for  a  temporary  purpose,  262 
liability  of  owner  of  to  repair  a  bridge  used  by  the  public,  625 

See  Riparian  Owner ;  Easement. 

MINES, 

below  low-water  mark,  title  of  the  Crown  to,  as  against  a  subject,  10 

the  working  of,  evideuce  of  ownership  of  the  sea  shore,  27 

liability  of  owners  of,  for  escape  of  water,  136 — 14i,  143 — 147 

the  right  to  work,  if  duly  exercised,  begets  no  responsibility  for  injuryby 

escape  of  water,  143 
liability  for  throwing  water  on,  which  would  not  naturally  have  come 

there,  144 
where  an  artificial  is  substituted  for  a  natural  channel,  145 
no  liability  on  owner  of  for  draining  away  percolating  or  surface  water, 
189—191 
or  for  intercepting  water  which  would  have  percolated  into  a  well, 

191 
or  for  abstracting  water  actually  in  a  well,  196 
liability  for  abstracting  water  nctnally  in  a  surface  channel,  197 
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MINES— continued. 

no  right  to  support  from  water  in,  199 

prohibition  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Acts  as  to  drainage  into  streams 
from,  182,  183,  185,  187 

claim  by  custom  to  use  a  stream  to  carry  away  refuse  from,  240 

claim  to  use  an  artificial  watercourse  by  the  owners  of,  240,  n.  (8),  254,  256 

claim  to  use  by  tinboundera  under  custom  of  Cornwall,  240,  n.  (3),  254, 256 

claim  to  continuance  of  flow  of  water  from,  256,  259,  260 

right  to  work  under  canals,  152,  153,  279,  286,  287 

reservations  as  to,  in  Canal  Acts,  279,  281—287 

rights  of  water  companies  to  interfere  with  under  the  Lands  and  Water- 
works Clauses  Acts,  312—314 

owners  of,  rateability  of  for  a  watercourse,  614 
See  Overflow  ;  Riparian  Owner ;  Canal. 

MOORINGS  in  the  Thames, 
rateability  of,  604 
See  Rates. 

MOUTH  OF  RIVER,  definition  of,  68,  n.  (8)  ] 

MUSSEL  FISHERIES, 

law  as  to  protection,  &c.,  of,  381—384,  393 
See  Fishery  ;  Oysters. 

NAR  NAVIGATION  ACT,  the  (24  Geo.  2,  c.  19),  467,  n.  (1) 

NATURAL  rights  of  water.    See  Riparian  Owners, 

NAVIGABLE, 

distinction  between  and  "boa  table,"  in  American  law,  430,  n.  (2) 

NAVIGABLE  RIVER.     See  Tidal  Navigable  River. 

NAVIGATION,  and  therein  of  the  conservancy  of  navigation, 
definition  of,  408 
in  the  sea,  2,  12,  40,  408 

the  sea  is  the  highway  of  all  nations,  2,  409 
jurisdiction  over  ships  on  the  high  seas,  2,  409 

in  the  territorial  waters  of  the  realm,  5,  8,  9,  12,  409 
over  pirates,  4,  410 
treaty  or  acquiescence  may  give  sole  right  of,  1,  410 

qtuere,  whether  obstruction  of  is  inconsistent  with  international 
law,  2 
right  of,  in  territorial  waters,  12 
right  of  includes  right  to  anchor  free  of  toll,  5,  40,  54,  55,  410,  565, 

566 
right  is  paramount  to  ownership  of  Crown  and  its  grantees  in  soil  of 
seashore,  14,  40 
includes  the  right  to  pass  over  shore  at  low  water,  40,  97 
no  toil  is  demandable  for  navigating,  except  in  ports  and  harbours, 
or  where  benefit  is  done  to  navigation,  4,  54,  55,  410,  547,  556, 
559,  565,  576 
iu  ports  and  harbours,  53,  411,  412 

the  regulations  for  under  the  Merchant  Shipping  Acts,  412—427 
as  to  rules  of  the  sea  in  sailing,  steering,  &c,  413 — 426,  and  notes 
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NAVIGATION—  continued. 
in  the  sea — continued. 

the  regulations  for,  Ac. — continued. 

foreign  countries  which  have  adopted  the  rules,  413 

rule*  of  the  sea  as  to  lights,  fog  signals,  distress  signals,  sailing 

and  steering,  413,  n.  (1) 
as  to  collisions,  423,  n.  (1) 
as  to  pilots  and  pilotage,  423 — 426 
as  to  lighthouses,  buoys,  and  beacons,  426 
as  to  the  duties  of  the  Trinity  House,  426 
as  to  passengers,  427 
as  to  lifeboats,  427 
in  inland  waters,  40,  65—68,  81,  82,  87,  88,  99,  111,  359,  371,  427—460 
on  rivers  forming  boundary  between  two  states,  international  law  as 

to,  77,  n.  (1) 
rules  as  to  lights,  signals,  and  collisions  in,  under  Merchant  Shipping 

Acts,  427,  428 
exemption  in  favour  of  certain  places  where  local  rules  are  in 
operation,  428,  n.  (1) 
iu  tidal  waters,  429—453 

the  general  right  of  is  common  to  all  the  subjects  of  the  realm,  65,  429 
and  extends  to  all  waters  navigable  at  any  state  of  the  tide,  67, 

430 
and  to  the  whole  of  the  navigable  channel,  81,  82,  87,  359,  432, 

489,  453 
and  includes  the  right  of  grouuding  and  anchoring  free  of  toll, 

82,  433 
unless  some  benefit  to  the  navigation  can  be  shown  as  a  con- 
sideration for  the  toll,  433 
and  of  stopping  for  a  reasonable  time  to  unload  and  for  a  wind, 

82,  435 
immemorial  user  of  foreshore  by.  owners  of  fishing  boats  by  fixing 
moorings  in  soil  may  lie  supported  as  an  ordinary  incident 
of  navigation,  433 
or  on  presumption  of  a  legal  origin  by  grant  from  Cjrown, 
433 
and  in  the  Thames  on  presumption  of  regulations  prescribed  by 
Port  of  London,  433 
what  is  evidence  that  a  river  is  navigable,  67,  480 
change  of  course  of  a  river  does  not  destroy  the  right,  432 

which  can  only  be  extinguished  or  abridged  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, by  writ  ad  quod  damnum,  or  by  natural  causes,  68,  82, 

437 
the  right  is  paramount  to  the  property  of  the  Crown  and  its  grantees, 
82,  111,  434 
and  to  the  right  of  fishery,  99,  359,  871 
the  right  of  passage  is  simply  a  right  of  way,  and  involves  no  rights 
of  property,  87 
includes  the  right  to  pass  over  the  shore  at  low  water,  87 
but  not  of  landing,  mooring  or  towing  on  the  hanks,  in  the 
absence  of  custom,  87,  435 
right  of  access  enjoyed  by  ripariau  owners  superadded  to  the  public 
right  of,  93,  111,  435,  436 
includes  the  right  of  passing  over  the  shore  at  low  water,  486 
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NAVIGATION— continued. 
in  tidal  waters — continued. 

obstructions  to  navigation,  68,  82,  359,  371,  437—450 

obstruction  of  the  public  right  a  public  nuisance,  and  indict- 
able, 68,  82,  437 
and  public  right  is  not  barred  by  an  artificial  obstruction, 

68,  82 
but  erections  on  bed  of  a  public  navigable  river  are  not 
necessarily  a  nuisance,  83,  87,  438 
whether  they  are  so  is  a  question  for  the  jury,  438 
public  benefit,  how  far  a  justification  for  obstruction,  440 
private  benefit  too  remote,  441,  445 
weirs  obstructing  navigation  illegal  unless  granted  by  Crown 

prior  to  Edw.  I.,  859,  371,  445 
abatement  of  nuisances  to,  446,  625 

obstruction    to    navigation  is  actionable  on    proof  of  special 
damage,  82,  83,  437,  447 
but  obstruction  of  the  right  of  access  is  aetionable  without 

such  proof  of  special  damage,  94,  447 
whether  obstruction  of  a  river  amounts  to  interference  with 
right  of  access  is  a  question  of  fact  to  be  determined 
in  each  case,  95,  447 
liability  of  persons  erecting  or  keeping  obstructions  in  a  navi- 
gable river,  447 
where  authorized  by  a  statute,  449,  450 
duties  and  liabilities  of  persons  navigating,  450 — 453 
are  bound  to  use  reasonable  skill  and  care,  450 
the  duty  arises  out  of  the  control  of  the  vessel,  and  ceases  when 

the  vessel  ceases  to  1)0  under  control  of  owner,  450 
where  vessels  are  sunk  by  accident,  450 
liability  for  injuries  caused  in  carrying  on  traffic,  451 
in  non-tidal  waters,  103,  453 — 460 

right  of  not  a  public  franchise  paramount  to  all  rights  of  property  in 
bed,  453 
but  can  only  be  acquired  by  grant,  or  prescription,  or  Act  of 

Parliament,  103,  453,  454 
Semite,   does  not    extend  primd  facie  to  passage  over  whole 
navigable  channel  as  in  tidal  rivers,  453 
but  is  limited  to  extent  of  right  grauted  or  user  proved,  453 
semble,  claim  to  right  must  be  treated  as  if  it  were  a  claim  to 
establish  a  highway  on  dry  laud,  454 
right  of  recreation  by  custom  cannot  exist  in  the  public, 
but   must  bo  confined  to  inhabitants  of  a   particular 
district,  454—458 
query,  how  far  a  cul  de  sac  may  be  considered  a  highway,  457,  458 
obstructions  to,  illegal  and  a  nuisance,  103,  458 
semble,  Crown  may  grant  by  charter  to  a  subject  who  has  made 
river  navigable  exclusive  right  of  carrying  goods  thereon, 
458—460 
and  owner  is  bound  to  maintain  and  work  the  locks,  468 — 460 
it  is  doubtful  whether  large  iuland  navigable  lakes  are  navigable  by 
the  public  at  common  law,  460 
but  such  rights  of  navigation  have  been  and  may  be  acquired 
even  where  soil  is  private  property,  460 
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NAVIGATION-  continued. 

the  conservancy  of  navigation,  88,  460—500 
origin  of  conservancy,  460 

duty  formerly  vested  in  Crown  as  the  representative  of  State,  461 
delegated  to  various  authorities,  of  which  Commissioners  of 
Sewers  were  chief,  461 
meaning  of  "  sewer,"  461 
duties  and  powers  of  Commissioners,  462—464 
their  jurisdiction  as  to  nuisances,  now  vested  in  sanitary 
authorities,  and  as  to  land  drainage  in  inclosure  com- 
missions, 463 
in  navigable  rivers  transferred  to  conservancy  boards,  464 
conservancy  of  Thames  vested  in  Mayor  and  Corporation  of 

London  by  17  Ric  2,  c.  9... 465 
general  powers  of  Commissioners  of  Sewers  to  remove  obstruc- 
tions in  navigable  rivers,  465 
all  rivers,  ports  and  harbours  now  entrusted  to  conservators  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  466 
who  are   made  guardians  of  navigation,  performing  in  a 
fuller  manner  the  powers  of  commissioners,  466 
the  statutes  relating  to  inland  navigation  are  of  three  kinds,  467 

1.  Such  as  restore  or  improve  navigation  of  rivers  formerly  navi- 

gable, 467 

2.  Such  as  make  navigable  rivers  not  formerly  so,  467 

3.  Such  as  provide  for  construction  of  an  inland  navigation  or 

canal,  467 
under  first  two  classes  of  Acts  care  and  conservancy  is  vested  in  com- 
missioners, with  certain  powers,  467 
but  soil  of  bed  is  not  generally  vested  in  them,  89,  467,  606 
and  in  such  cases  they  are  not  in  occupation  of  bed  or  towing 
paths,  but  merely  an  easement,  606 
and  are  not  rateable  therefor,  606 
distinction  between  rivers  of  which  navigation  is  restored  and  those 

made  navigable  for  first  time,  467,  n.  (1) 
conservators  are  not  liable  for  damage  to  adjoining  lands  in  absence 
of  negligence,  468 — 470 
nor  bound  at  common  law  to  keep  navigation  open  or  in  proper 

repair,  470—473 
though  so  long  as  they  take  toll  for  its  use  they  are  bound  to 
take  reasonable  care  that  persons  using  it  are  not  exposed  to 
undue  danger,  470 — 473 
even  where  the  tolls  are  taken  solely  for  maintenance  of  the 

navigation,  470 — 473 
no  duty  exists  where  no  tolls  are  taken,  478 
duty  of,  to  maintain  towing  paths,  471 — 473 
provisions  of  third  class  of  statutes  respecting  preservation  of  naviga- 
tion identical  with  those  of  the  other  two,  but  liability  for 
injury  by  escape  of  water  more  extensive,  474 
plans  for  construction  of  navigation  to  be  approved  by  Admiralty 

or  Board  of  Trade,  474 
public  only  entitled  to  use  navigation  on  payment  of  tolls,  474. 
See  Canals. 
specimens  of  Conservancy  Acts,  474,  n.  (1) 
the  Thames  the  best  example  of  a  complete  system  of  Conservancy,  477 
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the  conservancy  of  navigation — continued. 

The  Thames  Conservancy  Act,  1894... 477— 484 

places  the  whole  river  under  a  single  authority  and  consolidates 

the  law,  477 
definition  of  Thames,  477 
definition  of  shore,  477 

property  powers  and  duties  of  conservators,  477 — 488 
bed  under  sect.  58  means  foreshore,  478,  n.  (1) 
and -no  person  other  than  conservators  or  their  agents  can  dredge 

or  raise  gravel  there  without  licence,  478,  n.  (1) 
but  conservators  are  owners  of  the  soil  and  foreshore  for  certain 

specified  purposes  only,  479,  n.  (1) 
and  not  for  purposes  of  the  Public  Health  (London)  Act,  1891, 

and  so  liable  to  abate  nuisances  not  caused  by  their  own  fault, 

479,  n.  (1) 

soil  and  bed  of  river  above  Teddington  lock  belongs  primd  facie 

to  riparian  owners,  479,  n.  (1) 
but  conservators  have  acquired  certain  rights  as  to  locks  and 

towing  paths  therein  by  Act  of  Parliament,  479,  n.  (1) 
dredging  powers  of  conservators  limited  to  improvement  of  bed 

of  river  as  prescribed  by  statute,  480,  n.  (8) 
and  their  licensee  is  not  entitled  to  dredge  for  profit  where  soil 

of  the  bed  and  right  of  fishery  are  property  of  private  owners, 

480,  n.  (3) 

limitations  of  rights  of  conservators  as  to  tolls  from  piers, 

482,  n.  (1) 
powers  of  metropolitan  water  companies  under  Act,  483 
repealed  Acts  relating  to  the  Upper  Thames,  483,  484 
Thames  Watermen's  Acts,  484 — 488.     See  Watermen, 
general  enactments  relating  to  the  protection  of  inland  navigation^ 
488—500 
boards  of  salmon  conservators  must  not  injuriously  affect  any 

navigable  river,  canal  or  inland  navigation,  886 
prohibition  against  casting  ballast,  &c,  into  navigable  rivers, 

488 
prohibition  against  injuries  to  banks,  walls,   &c,   under  the 

Malicious  Injuries  to  Property  Act,  489 
Railway  Clauses  Act,  1863,  provisions  of,  489 — 492 
as  to  construction  and  management  of  bridges,  490 
as  to  access  to  tidal  lands  and  tidal  waters,  491 
as  to  railways  skirting  tidal  and  navigable  rivers,  491 
as  to  abandonment  of  works,  492 
as  to  surveys  of  works  over  tidal  lands  or  tidal  waters  by 

order  of  Board  of  Trade,  492 
definitions  under,  492 
police  regulations  as  to  navigable  rivers  and  canals,  492,  493 
regulations  as  to  tolls  and  rates,  493—496,    See  Tolls. 
regulations  as  to  traffic  on  navigable  rivers  and  canals,  493 — 500 

earlier  enactments,  493,  494 
Regulation  of  Railways  Acts,  1873  and  1874... 

495 
Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888...495- 
497 
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NAVIGATION— continued. 

the  conservancy  of  navigation — continued, 
gt ncred  enactment*,  4c. — continued. 

regulations  as  to  traffic  on  navigable  rivers  and  canals — continued. 

Act  consolidates  law  and  reconstitutes  Railway 

and  Canal  Commission,  495,  406 
requires  uniform  classification  of  merchandise 

and  uniform  tolls  and  rates,  496 
provisions  as  to  terminal  charges  and  through 

rates  and  tolls,  496,  497 
special  provisions  as  to  canals,  496,  497.    See 

Canals, 
the  carriage  of  explosives,  498 
boats  used  as  dwellings,  &c,  under  the  Canal 

Boats  Acts  1877  and  18 84... 498,  499 
provisions   under   the    Education   Acts  with 
respect  to  children  dwelling  on  board  canal 
boats,  499 
8ee  Sea  ;  Tidal  River  ;  Private  River  ;  Commissioners  of  Sewers  ;  Canal. 

NECESSITY,  easements  of,  216—229 

NEGLIGENCE, 

definition  of,  137 

vis  major t  no  excuse  in  cases  of,  86,  151 

liability  of  canal  owners  for,  290,  803,  306 

water  company,  153,  314,  n.  (1),  819,  n.  (1) 
with  regard  to  navigation,  303,  447,  450,  470,  554 
of  owner  of  ferry,  513 
conservators  of  rivers  for,  470—473,  554 
See  Statutory  Powers,  Bodies  possessing. 

NETS, 

kind  and  size  of,  permissible, 

no  restriction  for  sea  fish  other  than  salmon,  396 

size  of  mesh  for  catching  salmon,  393 
stop  net,  what  is  a,  402 

is  a  fixed  engine  within  the  Salmon  Fisher}'  Acts,  402,  403 
draft  or  seine,  regulations  as  to,  under  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Acts,  899 
using  a,  not  peculiarly  an  instrument  for  taking  salmon,  not  an  offence 

within  24  &  25  Vict.  c.  109.. .403 
and  tackle,  are  forfeited  by  persons  poaching,  406 

NORFOLK  and  Suffolk,  fisheries  of,  regulated  by  40  k  41  Vict.  c.  98  (local), 
379,  n.  (1),  389 
Freshwater  Fisheries  Act  extended  to  by  47  Vict.  c.  11  v. 389,  890,  n.  (3) 
Broads,  public  no  claim  to  fish  in  where  not  tidal,  349,  876 

NUISANCE, 

any  interference  with  a  public  right  is  a,  18,  68,  82 

and  the  subject  of  indictment  or  information,5l77,  846,  437, 529,  n.  (1), 

623,  642 
or  of  an  action,  on  proof  of  special  damage,   18,  82,.  177,  361,  487, 
447,  635 
so  pollution  of  a  stream  amounting  to,  may  be  proceeded  against  by 
indictment,  information  or  action,  177 
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a  bridge  built  in  a  public  way  without  public  utility  is  a,  529,  n.  (1) 
persona  empowered  by  statute  to  construct  works  must  do  so  so  as  not 

to  cause  a  public,  530 
a  public,  may  be  abated  in  a  peaceable  manner,  446,  625 

but  a  private  individual  cannot  abate,  unless  it  does  kirn  special 
damage,  446,  625 
all  infringements  of  rights  of  water  are  either  trespass  or,  622 
abatement  of  private,  623 — 625 

previous  demand  to  remove  when  necessary,  625 
remedy  by  action  for,  626 

as  to  bridges,  529,  n.  (1),  635,  636 
by  injunction,  636—643 
See  Remedies, 


OBSTRUCTION.     See  Diversion. 

an  artificial,  on  a  navigable  river  will  not  bar  the  public  right  of 

navigation,  68,  82 
to  navigation,  68,  82,  87,  n.  (1),  359,  371,  437,  445,  447 
to  fishery,  346,  360,  372,  399 

See    Navigation ;     Fishery ;     Tidal    Navigable   River ;     Riparian 
Owner. 

OVERFLOW  and  escape  of  water,  liability  for  injury  caused  by,  136—158, 

314,  n.  (1),  319,  n.  (1) 
no  liability  where  land  is  used  in  its  ordinary  manner,  137 
same  principles  apply  to  underground  as  to  surface  water  in  cases  of,  138 
liability  only  extends  to  direct  consequences,  137,  143 
liability  for  throwing  on  a  mine  water  which  would  not  naturally  have 

come  there,  144 
liability  where  an  artificial  is  substituted  for  a  natural  water-course, 

145—147 
from  extraordinary  rainfall,  how  far  vis  major  is  an  excuse  for  at  common 

law,  138,  139,  147—150 
how  far  vis  major  is  an  excuse  where  duty  is  imposed  by  contract  or 

statute,  150 
where  caused  by  negligence  vis  major  is  no  excuse,  151,  152 
liability  for  where  works  are  authorized  by  Act  of  Parliament  for  bringing 

or  storing  up  water,  152—154,  268—272,  314,  n.  (1),  319,  n.  (1) 
negligence  in  cases  of,  defined,  137 
rights  of  riparian  owners  to  protect  their  lands  in  cases  of,  of  the  sea, 

31—40,  151 
of  inland  waters,  82,  87,  154,  438 
See  Floods ;  Riparian  Owner  ;   Vis  Major  ;  Sea  ll'att. 

OYSTER  FISHERY, 

claim  to,  by  prescription,  352,  n.  (2) 

"  layings,"  grant  of,  held  to  pass  the  soil,  355 

claim  to  take  toll  for  anchorage  on,  55 — 57,  359 

damage  to,  by  vessels  navigating,  359 

provisions  of  31  &  32  Vict.  c.  45,  as  to  powers  of  Board  of  Trade  for 

establishment  or  improvement  of  mussel  or,  on  sea  shore,  estuaries  or 

tidal  rivers,  381 

l.w.  45 
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provisions  of  convention   between    England    and    France    annexed  to 

31  k  32  Vict  c.  45,  as  to  season  daring  which  it  is  illegal  to  catch  \ 

oysters,  392 
disturbance  of  oyster  beds,  397 
fishery  boards  constituted  under  51  k  52  Vict.  c.  54,  may  regulate,  383,  392 

PARISH, 

the  sea  and  estuaries  and  arms  of  the  sea  are  not  primd  facie  within,  595 
nor  the  sea-shore,  15 
nor  the  shore  or  bed  of  tidal  rivers,  76 
the  sea-shore  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  the  bed  of  rivers  and 
accretions  from  the  sea  incorporated  by  31  k  32  Vict  c.  122,  for 
all  civil  and  parochial  purposes  with  the  adjoining,  15,  76,  597,  n.  (1) 
part  of  a  pier  below  low  water  mark  held  not  to  be  an  accretion  from  the 

sea  within  31  k  32  Vict.  c.  122,  but  without  the  realm,  15,  596 
extending  along  shores  of  a  tidal  river,  rateability  of,  596 
may  be  indictable  for  non-repair  of  a  bridge,  by  prescription,  544 
See  Sea ;  Foreshore  ;  Bridges ;  Tidal  Navigable  River ;  Bate*. 

PARISH  COUNCILS,  powers  of,  with  respect  to  water  supply  under  Local 
Government  Act,  1894... 326 

PASSAGE,  definition  of,  515.     See  Ferry;  Toll. 

PASSENGERS,  provisions  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  respecting 
rights  and  obligations  of,  427 

PERCOLATING  WATER, 

is  not  a  watercourse  or  subject  to  the  law  of  watercourses,  111,  143, 

188 
water  percolating  towards  a  pond  is  not  water  in  any  stream  leading 

thereto,  195,  196 
liability  of  mine  owners  as  to,  143 
abstraction  and  diversion  of,  not  actionable,  188 
right  to  drain  for  agricultural  purposes,  188,  189,  262 
right  of  landowner  to  use  of,  not  affected  by  statutory  rights  of  water 

company  to  whom  it  subsequently  passes,  195 
abstraction  of  subterranean  water  from  wells,  189 
long  user  gives  no  further  right  of  action  as  to,  191 
abstraction  of  water  actually  in  a  well,  196 
and  of  water  in  a  defined  surface  channel,  196 
water  actually  in  a  defined  underground  channel,  197 
definition  of  "defined  channel"  198 
and  of  "known,"  198 

support  from  subterranean  water,  199,  200 
pollution  of  percolating  water,  161,  200 
See  Subterranean  Water;  Pollution. 

PIER, 

part  of  a,  built  on  iron  piles  extending  below  low -water  mark  on  sea 

shore  not  rateable  under  s.  27  of  31  k  32  Vict  c.  122... 15,  596 
tolls  for,  575—580 
rateability  of,  596—598 
floating,  rateability  of,  603,  604 
See  Tolls;  Bates. 

PILCHARD  FISHERIES  in  Cornwall,  regulations  as  to,  896,  n.  (6) 
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PILOTS, 

duties  of,  under  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894.. .423 — 426 
definition  of,  under  Act,  425 
definition  of  pilotage  authorities,  424 
Board  of  Trade  may  constitute  new  pilotage  authorities,  425 
Trinity  House  the  chief  authority  with  respect  to,  426 
compulsory  pilotage,  provisions  as  to,  424,  425 

exemptions  from  compulsory  pilotage  partially  abolished  by  Merchant 
Shipping  Act,  1897...428,  n.  (1) 

PIRATES,  are  the  common  enemies  of  mankind,  and  may  be  seized  on  the 
high  seas  and  tried  anywhere,  4,  410 

POACHING  OF  FISH, 

stealing  fish  in  ponds  is  larceny  at  common  law,  378,  404 
penalty  for  unlawfully  taking  or  destroying  fish  in  waters  adjoining  or 
belonging  to  a  dwelling  house,  405 

or  in  other  private  waters  at  night  or  in  day-time,  405 
definition  of  "unlawfully,"  406 
where  a  bond  fide  claim  is  set  up,  406 
arrest  of  persons  fishing,  406 
seizure  of  nets  and  tackle,  406 
penalty  for  maliciously  destroying  dams  and  fish  ponds,  406 

See  Fishery. 

POLICE  REGULATIONS  as  to  canals  and  navigable  rivers,  492,  493 

POLLUTION, 

of  water  in  a  natural  stream, 

is  actionable  at  suit  of  a  riparian  owner,  without  proof  of  actual 
injury,  159,  160,  636,  640 
though  actual  pollution  of  some  kind  must  be  proved,  175,  641 
what  amounts  to  actual,  175 
law  as  to,  in  Scotland,  with  respect  to  primary  and  secondary  pur- 
poses of  a  stream,  159,  n.  (5) 
no  defence  to  an  action  for,  that  fouling  was  also  caused  by  others, 
159,  160,  633 
or  that  trade  causing,  is  carried  on  in  a  lawful  manner,  160 
is  in  itself  an  unlawful  act,  and  thus  differs  from  diversion  and 

obstruction,  160 
by  water  raised  from  mines,  144 
of  surface  and  percolating  water  is  actionable,  161,  200 
of  subterranean  water,  200 
of  wells,  180,  n.  (1),  182,  n.  (1),  201 
of  artificial  watercourses,  161 — 164,  264 

action  for,  will  not  lie  at  the  suit  of  a  mere  licensee,  117, 118, 161, 162 
where  an  action  for  damages  by  a  riparian  proprietor  lies  for,  Courts  will 

interfere  to  restrain  by  injunction,  164,  636,  640,  643 
in  case  of  damage  to  riparian  rights  by,  Courts  will  not,  except  in 

special  cases,  award  damages  in  lieu  of  injunction,  164,  641 
practice  of  Courts  as  to  granting  injunctions  to  restrain,  165,  641 
the  Courts  will  restrain  bodies  possessing  statutory  powers  by  injunction, 

where  powers  are  exceeded  or  abused,  171,  635 
acquiescence  in  existing  cases  of,  how  far  a  defence  to  actions  for,  178 
the  Courts  will  not  interfere  by  injunction  in  cases  of  merely  prospective 
iujury  from,  174,  639 

45—2 
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the  Courts  will  not  interfere  by  injunction,  Ac. — continued. 

and  injury  must  be  actual  and  existing,  and  not  future,  174,  689,  641 
however  strongly  apprehension  of   injury  may  be  supported  by 

scientific  evidence,  174 
value  of  scientific  evidence  in  cases  of,  174,  n.  (3) 
if  some  degree  of  present  nuisance  exists,  Courts  will  take  into  con- 
sideration its  probable  continuance  and  increase,  174,  639 
various  sources  of  which  have  been  held  actionable,  176,  177 

under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Acts,  183,  n.  (2),  184, 

nn.  (1)  (2) 
under  other  Acts,  177 — 182 
of  wells,  178 
of  a  stream,  when  amounting  to  a  public  nuisance,  may  be  prosecuted  by 
indictment,  or  proceeded  against  by  information  at  suit  of  the 
Attorney-General,  177,  635 
and  an  action  will  lie  therefor  on  proof  of  special  damage,  177,  635 
by  escape  of  gas  washings,  liability  for,  180,  n.  (1) 
of  a  stream,  so  as  to  render  it  unfit  for  fish  to  live  in,  is  actionable,  169, 
177,  372 
and  ground  for  interference  by  injunction,  372,  643 
statutory  restrictions  upon,  177 — 188 
in  the  Waterworks  Clauses  Act,  1847. ..177 
Public  Health  Acts,  177—180 
Gasworks  Clauses  Act,  180 
Nuisances  Removal  Act,  1 855 ...  1 81 
Thames  Conservancy  Act,  1894. ..181,  481 
Lee  Conservancy  Act,  181 
Salmon  Fisheries  Acts,  181,  182,  397 
Malicious  Injuries  to  Property  Act,  182,  406 
Other  Acts,  182,  n.  (2) 
Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Acts,  182—188 
See  Pollution,  Riven,  Prevention  Act. 
the  easement  of, 

the  right  to  pollute  is  an  easement,  and  within  the  Prescription  Act, 
231,  n.  (7) 
and  may  be  acquired  by  Act  of  Parliament,  grant,  or  prescription, 
240,  243 
can  only  be  gained  by  continuance  of  perceptible  injury  for  twenty 

years,  243 
must  not  be  considerably  increased,  244 
mere  change  in  quality  of,  does  not  destroy,  247 
of  artificial  watercourses,  248 

See  Riparian  Owner;  Easement ;  Nuisance ;  Artificial  Watercourse  ; 
Remedies. 

POLLUTION,  RIVERS,  PREVENTION  ACTS,  THE  (39  k  40  Vict  c.  75  ; 

56  &  57  Vict.  c.  81),  182—188 
prohibition  as  to  putting  solid  matters  into  streams,  182,  183 
prohibition  of  drainage   of  sewers  or  any  solid  or  liquid  sewage  into 

streams,  183 
saving   of  persons   using   best  means  of  rendering  sewage  harmless, 

185 
proviso  as  to  channels  constructed,  or  in  process  of  construction,  at  passing 

of  Act,  183 
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POLLUTION,  RIVERS,  PREVENTION  ACT— continued. 
duties  of  Local  Government  Board  as  to  making  orders,  184 
persons  not  to  bo  guilty  of  offence  as  to  sewage  passing  along  drains 

sanctioned  by  sanitary  authorities,  184 
proviso  as  to  sanitary  authorities  under  56  k  57  Vict  c.  31...  182,  n.  (8) 
prohibitions  of  drainage  from  manufactories  and  mines  into  streams,  183 

restrictions  on  proceedings  as  to,  185 
duties  and  powers  of  sanitary  authorities,  185 

who  must  obtain  consent  of  Local  Government  Hoard,  185 
and  of  the  I^ee  Conservancy  Board,  186 
legal  proceedings,  how  regulated,  186 

offences  may  be  restrained  by  summary  order  of  the  county  court,  186 
appeal  to  High  Court  by  special  case,  187 
certificate  of  inspector   of  Local  Government  Board  as  to  means  for 

rendering  sewage  harmless  conclusive,  187 
orders  as  to  costs,  187 
saving  of  existing  rights,  &c.,  187 
as  to  rights  of  impounding  and  diverting  water,  187 
as    to  rights   under   certain   Conservancy   Acts  and   of  certain  local 

authorities,  187 
definition  of  stream,  185 

county  councils  may  enforce  provisions  of  Act  in  streams  passing  through 
their  county  under  Local  Government  Act,  1888...  186,  n.  (1) 
and  Local  Government  Board  may  constitute  joint  committees  of  all 
administrative  counties  traversed  by  a  stream,  186,  n.  (1) 
provisions  of  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee  Act,  1892. ..186,  n.  (1) 
and  of  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  (Border  Councils)  Act,  1898...186,n.  (1) 
modification  of  law  as  to  Scotland,  188,  n.  (1) 
application  of  law  as  to  Ireland,  188,  n.  (2) 

PONDS  and  Pools, 
definition  of,  105 
ownership  of  soil  of,  105 
ornamental  artificial,  liability  for  injury  caused  by  bursting  of  dams 

forming,  147 
fishery  in,  372,  373 

polluting,  so  as  to  kill  fish  in,  182,  n.  (2),  372 
larceny  of  fish  caught  in,  373,  404 
breaking  down  dams  of,  406 

jurisdiction  of  Commissioners  of  Sewers  over,  462,  463 
Sec  Lakes;  Fishery ;  Overflow. 

POOLS.     See  Ponds. 

PORPOISE  is  "  royal  fish,"  46,  346.     See  Royal  Fish, 
PORTS, 

definition  of,  50,  411,  581 

privilege  of  erecting,  part  of  the  prerogative  of  Crown,  50,  411,  560 

but  may  be  granted  to  a  subject,  51 
ownership  of  soil  of,  27,  51,  560 
limits  of,  51,  578,  579,  581 
franchise  of,  evidence  of  ownership  of  sea  shore,  27 
what  is  evidence  of  the  existence  of  an  ancient,  55,  565 — 569 
conservancy  of,  51,  411 

originally  was  in  Crown,  but  now  is  transferred  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  51,  411 
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removal  of  wrecks  ill,  53,  411 
duty  to  repair,  55,  559 

English,  foreign  vessels  sailing  to,  liable  to  English  law,  12 
foreign,  foreign  vessels  sailing  to  and  having  right  of  passage  within 
three  miles  of  English  cosst,  not  subject  to  English  law,  12 

unless  by  express  provision  of  Act  of  Parliament,  12 
tolls  in,  4,  53—57,  559 

tolls  for  anchorage  may  be  taken  in,  5,  53,  55,  565 
ratability  of,  595,  597—602 

See  Tolls;  Pates;  Sea. 

PRESCRIPTION, 
definition  of,  230 

liability  to  repair  sea  walls  by,  35 — 39 
claim  to  easements  by,  178,  n.  (4),  230 — 241 

by  lost  grant,  231 

under  the  Prescription  Act,  231 — 233 

at  common  law,  not  superseded  by  Act,  233 
by  and  against  whom  claims  may  be  made,  234 — 239 
necessary  elements  of  enjoyment  by,  234 — 239 
rights  in  artificial  watercourses  may  be  acquired  by,  248 
rights  to  a  ferry  by,  501 
liability  to  repair  bridges  by,  543 
and  immemoriality  as  to  tolls,  551 

See  Easement ;  Ferry ;  Toll ;  Prescription  Act. 

PRESCRIPTION  ACT,  THE  (2  &  8  Will.  4,  c.  71), 
claim  to  a  watercourse  under  the,  231 — 233 

by  twenty  years1  enjoyment,  231,  232 
forty  years'  enjoyment  gives  an  absolute  right,  232 
claim  to  pollute  water  of  a  natural  stream  is  within,  231,  n.  (7),  243 
and  claim  to  go  on  a  man's  close  and  take  water  from  a  well, 

231,  n.  (8) 
and  the  right  to  keep  an  opening  from  a  ditch  into  a  stream  closed, 
231.  n.  (8) 
claim  to  have  water  diverted  under,  231,  n.  (8),  232,  n.  (3),  258,  301 
claim  to  waste  water  allowed  to  pass  from  a  canal  to  another  canal  is  not 

within,  60,  61,  281,  n.  (8),  298 
claim  to  an  easement  under,  by  forty  years1  enjoyment  can  only  be 

defeated  by  proof  of  licence  by  deed  or  writing,  232,  237 
a  claim  to  a  fishery  in  gross  is  not  within,  339 
does  not  supersede  the  common  law,  233 
now  governs  the  question  of  immemoriality  as  to  tolls,  551 
See  Easement ;  Prescription. 

PRIVATE  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS, 

all  streams  above  the  flow  and  reflow  of  the  tide  are  primd  facie,  99 

even  though  subject  to  the  public  right  of  navigation,  65,  66,  99 
the  right  of  navigation  gives  no  right  of  property  or  fishery  in,  66,  99, 

103,  453,  454 
ownership  of  soil  of  bed  of,  is  primd  facie  in  the  owners  of  the  adjoining 
lands,  ad  medium  JUum  aquce,  66,  67,  100,  362 
and  the  share  of  each  belongs  to  him  in  severalty,  100,  362 
presumption  that  grant  of  riparian  land  passes  soil  ad  medium  JUum 
holds  good  in  copyhold  as  well  as  freehold  grants,  101 
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PRIVATE  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS— continued. 
ownership  of  soil  of  bed  of,  &c. — continued, 

construction  of  conveyances  of  land  described  as  bounded  by  a  river, 

100,  101 
a  river  running  along  watte  of  a  manor  may  be  waste,  101 
award  under  Enclosure  Act  of  waste  bordering  on  a  river,  effect  of,  101 
where  a  stream  changes  its  course,  -70,  101,  102 
where  same  owner  is  proprietor  of  soil  on  both  sides  of  a,  he  is  primd 

facte  proprietor  of  the  whole  channel,  100,  363 
the  more  than  ordinary  breadth  of,  does  not  affect  the  limits  of 

grants  on,  100 
islands  in,  ownership  of,  102 
effects  of  shifting  islands  on  right  of  fishery,  102 
presumption  of  ownership  may  be  rebutted,  102 
soil  of  land  covered  by,  and  the  right  of  fishery  therein,  may  be 
specially  conveyed  to  a  third  person,  whether  he  have  land  on 
borders  thereof  or  not,  102,  263 
rights  of  owners  over  bed  of,  83—87,  102,  137,  n.  (1) 

to  protect  lands  from  floods,  83,  103 
the  right  of  navigation  on, 

may  be  acquired  by  the  public  by  express  grant,  103 
or  by  immemorial  user  or  Act  of  Parliament,  103 
aud  where  such  right  has  been  acquired,  the  obstruction  of  it  is 

a  public  nuisance,  and  indictable  as  in  tidal  rivers,  103,  453,  458 
differs  from  the  same  right  in  the  sea  and  tidal  waters,  in  that  the 
right  of  passage  is  limited  to  the  extent  of  the  grant,  or  the  user 
proved,  108,  453 
the  public  acquire  no  right  of  proprietorship  in  the  bed  thereby,  65, 

66,  99,  103,  453,  454 
nor  does  it  carry  with  it  the  right  of  fishery,  66,  74,  106 
claim  to  a  highway  for  boats  over,  must  be  treated  as  claim  to 

establish  a  highway  on  land,  454  / 

and  right  of  recreation  upon,  by  custom  must  be  confiued  to  inhabi- 
tants of  a  particular  district,  454 
the  Crown  has  no  right  to  property  in  such  rivers  when  made 

navigable  by  Act  of  Parliament,  66,  103 
or  the  public  to  the  fishery,  66,  103 

but  the  Crown  has  an  interest  of  jurisdiction  to  reform  and 
punish  all  nuisances  in,  103,  458 
weirs  in,  are  not  illegal,  unless  they  obstruct  navigation,  360,  371 
the  light  of  fishery  m  : 

owners  of  land  on,  have  exclusive  right  of  fishery  in,  104,  362 
as  a  territorial  light,  337,  363 
See  Fishery. 
tolls  on,  546,  547,  556 

rateability  of  property  occupying  soil  in,  604 
rateability  of  rivers,  605,  606 

See  Riparian  Owner ;  Navigation;  Fishery;  Tidal  Navigable  River. 

PROFIT  A  PRENDRE, 

how  distinguished  from  an  easement,  204 
a  right  of  fishery  in  alieno  solo  is  a,  337 

a  right  to  draw  water  from  a  well  is  an  easement,  and  not  a,  231,  n.  (8), 
239 
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PROTECTION  from  inroads  of  the  sea,  31—40,  151 

See  Floods  ;  Sea  Wall  ;  Commissioners  of  Sewers  ;  Over/low. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  THE, 

provisions  against  pollution  under,  177 — 180 
what  are  public  wells  under,  178,  n.  (4) 

powers  of  urban  authorities  as  to  bridges  under  Act  of  1875  transferred  to 
rural  district  councils  by  Local  Government  Act,  1894. ..520 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1867,  powers  of  local  authority  as 
to  public  wells  under,  178,  n.  (4) 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1878,  what  are  public  wells  under, 
178,  n.  (4) 

PUMP,  statutory  restriction  against  fouling,  182,  n.  (2) 

PURPRESTURE, 

any  unauthorized  intrusion  or  encroachment  on  soil  of  sea  shore  or  a 
navigable  river  is  a,  18,  39,  83,  438,  642 
and  may  be  abated  by  the  Crown  or  owner  of  the  shore,  IS,  438, 

625,  642 
or  restrained  by  injunction  at  the  suit  of  the  Attorney -General, 
whether  it  be  a  nuisance  or  not,  1 8,  83,  642 
whether  a  nuisance  to  navigation  is  a  question  of  fact,  18,  83,  87,  438 
the  punishment  of,  is  evideuce  of  the  ownership  of  the  sea  shore,  27,  29 

RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACTS,  1873  AND  1888,  THE 
provisions  as  to  traffic  on  canals  and  navigable  riven,  494,  497 

RAILWAY  COMPANIES, 

when  riparian  proprietors,  right  of,  to  water  engines,  121,  124 
liabilities  of,  as  to  navigation  under  Railway  Clauses  Act,  1863  (26  &  27 

Vict.  c.  92),  489—492 
liabilities  of,  for  compensation  to  owners  of  ferries,  &c.  for  loss  of  traffic, 

under  Railway  Clauses  Consolidation  Acts  (8  Yict.  c.  18  ;  8  Vict  c  20), 

503,  508—512 
duties  of,  as  to  management  and  repair  of  bridges,  under  Railway  Clauses 

Consolidation  Act,  1845  (8  Vict.  c.  20),  530,  537 

RAINFALL,  an  exceptional,  how  far  an  excuse  for  injury  caused  by  overflow, 
146,  147 

See  Vis  Major;  Overflow;  Watercourse ; Artificial  Watercourse. 

rain-water, 

liability  of  landowner  for  bringing  on  to  lands  of  another  by  artificially 
raising  the  surface  of  his  own  soil,  141 
or  discharging  it  from  roof  of  a  house  by  means  of  a  spout  or  drip, 
141,  142.     See  Drip. 
exemptions  from  liability  where  damage  results  from  neglect  or  default 
of  third  party,  142 

RATES  for  the  poor,  payment  of,  incident  to  rights  of  water,  501,  546 
arising  from  the  improvement  in  value  of  land  thereby,  546 
rateability  of  piers,  harbours,  docks  and  marine  property,  595 — 605 
estuaries  and  arms  of  the  sea  are  jtrimd  facie  extra-parochial,  595 
but  presumption  may  be  rebutted,  595 
and  there  is  no  distinction  between  the  sea  shore  and  the  shore  of 

a  tidal  river  as  to  extra-parochiality,  595 
parish  extending  along  the  shores  of  a  river,  596 
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RATES— continued, 

rateability  of  piers,  &c. — continued. 

occupiers  of  land  covered  with  water,  how  rated  under  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  1858,  8.  55. ..596 
of  piers,  596—598 

part  of  a,  below  low-water  mark  beyond  the  realm  and  not 

extra-parochial  within  s.  27  of  31  ft  32  Vict.  c.  122.. .15,  596 
nor  an  accretion  from  the  sea,  and  therefore  not  rateable,  15, 

76,  596,  597 
built  on  piles  in  bed  of  a  river  in  a  palish  extending  along  the 

shore  thereof,  how  rateable,  596 
land  occupied  by  pier*  from  which  occupiers  had  no  benefit,  not 
rateable,  597 
of  docks,  598—603 
wet  dock 8,  598 
profits  of  docks,  if  rated  at  all,  were  formerly  rated  where  they 

were  earned,  598,  599 
but  such  properties  are  now  rated    parochially  for  earnings 

collected  elsewhere,  599 
apportionment  of  earnings  where  docks  extend  through  several 

parishes,  599 
occupiers  of  property  capable  of  beneficial  occupation  liable  to 
be  rated  at  full  rateable  value  without  regard  to  benefit 
derived  therefrom,  600 
test  of  beneficial  occupation,  what  is,  600 
rule,  how  affected  by  statutory  prohibition  from  earning  rent,  600 
persons  to  whose  use  certain  accommodation  in  docks  is  appro- 
priated not  rateable  as  occupiers,  600,  601 
exemption  of  the  Crown  from  rates,  601 

dockyards  for  government  purposes  are  exempted,  601 
but  not  tenants  of  Crown  holding  for  their  private  benefit, 
601 
deductions  allowable  in  the  assessment  of  docks,  601,  602 
dock  projierty  must  be  valued  in  communibus  annis,  602 
of  marine  property  not  actually  occupying  the  soil,  603 — 605 

rateability  dependent  on  whether  such  property  is  in  permanent 

taneficial  occupation  of  the  soil,  603 
and  whether  the  floating  bodies  have  increased  rateable  value  of 

the  moorings,  603 
floating  piers  and  docks,  603,  604 
barges,  604 

permanent  moorings  in  the  Thames,  604 
of  wharves,  605 

of  anchorage  and  beaconage  tolls,  605 
of  ligJUhouses  and  lighthouse  tolls,  605 

occupier  is  rateable  in  respect  of  annual  value  of  lighthouse, 

machinery,  &c,  605 
unless  lighthouse  be  in  occupation  of  the  Crown,  605 
but  is  not  rateable  in  respect  of  the  tolls,  605 
rateability  of  rivers  and  ferries,  605 — 607 
of  rivers,  605 

where  rivers  are  entrusted  to  trustees,  conservators,  &c,  they 
are  not  rateable  unless  the  incorporating  Act  vests  soil  in 
them,  605,  606 
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RATES— continual. 

rateability  of  rivers  and  ferries — continued, 
of  rivers— -continued. 

surveyor  of  a  navigation  held  rateable  as  occupier  of  a  house, 

though  tolls  exempted  from  rating  by  statute,  606 
interest  on  a  loan  paid  to  commissioners  of  a  navigation  by  a 

lessee  is  a  rent  on  which  a  rate  should  be  calculated,  606 
conservators  empowered  to  improve  navigation  of  a  river  and 
make  a  towing  path  have  merely  an  easement,  and  are  not 
rateable  in  respect  of  the  bed  or  towing  path,  606 
of  ferries,  606,  607 

tolls  detached  from  local  real  property  not  rateable  per  se,  606, 

607 

lessee  and  occupier  of  an  ancient  and  exclusive  ferry,  not  being 

an  inhabitant  resiant,  not  rateable  for  a  share  of  the  tolls,  606 

nor  the  owner  of  a  ferry,  resident  in  a  different  parish,  but 

taking  profits  thereof  on  the  spot  by  his  servants,  for  such 

tolls  in  the  parish  where  they  are  collected,  607 

rateability  of  a  ferry  between  two  townships  occupying  land  in 

each,  607 
distinction  between  ferries  worked  by  hand  or  steam  or  wind 
freely  over  surface  of  water  and  those  worked  by  chains  or 
ropes  lying  on  bed  of  river,  607,  n.  (4) 
rateability  of  fisheries,  607,  608 

not  formerly  rateable  at  common  law,  unless  connected  with  use  of 
land,  607 
but  now  rateable  under  8.  6  of  37  &  38  Vict.  c.  54... 60 7,  608 
rateability  of  canals  and  canal  tolls,  608—613 
canals,  608 — 610 

were  originally  partially  exempted,  608 

and  lands  taken  for  canals  were  rateable  as  other  lands  in 
parish,  609 
value  of  adjoining  lands,  how  far  to  be  considered,  609,  610 
canal  must  be  rated  at  value  of  adjacent  lands  at  time  of  making 
rate,  609 
but  quocre,  whether  value  of  uncovered  land  must  be  taken 
where  adjoining  land  has  been  covered  with  buildings,  609 
or  the  average  value  of  whole  adjacent  lands  should  be  the 

true  criterion,  609,  610 
"property"  what  is,  as  distinguished  from  "land"  for 
purposes  of  rateability  of  canals,  610 
of  canal  tolls,  610—612 

originally  held  rateable  per  se,  610,  611 

but  now  are  not  so  rateable,  611,  612 
lock  dues  ore  a  local  earning  and  locally  rateable,  612 
trade  profits  are  not  rateable  per  se,  but  must  be  taken  iuto  con- 
sideration, 613 
deductions  allowable  in  assessing  canals,  613 
rateability  of  water  companies,  618 — 619 

where  there  is  a  profitable  occupation  of  a  public  highway  by  private 
persons  or  companies,  occupiers  are  rateable,  613 
but  profits  are  not,  unless  incident  to  the  occupation,  613 
water  companies  rateable  for  land  occupied  by  their  pipes,  mains  and 
reservoirs,  613,  614 
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RATES— continued. 

r.iteability  of  water  companies — continued. 

water  companies  rateable  for  land,  &c. — continued. 

and  by  engine-houses,  pumping  stations  and  wharfs,  614 

but  not  for  their  sewers,  614 
how  rateable  value  is  to  be  calculated  where  works  are  in  excess 
of  existing  requirements,  and  odaptod  to  increased  supply  in 
future  years,  614 
for  laud,  over  which  an  artificial  watercourse  has  been  made,  614 
for  land,  value  of  which  is  enhanced  by  a  spring,  615 
where  reservoirs,  works,  &c,  are  outside  a  parish,  615 
principle  of  apportionment  where  works   extend  through  several 

parishes,  615,  616 
under  the  Valuation  of  Property  Act  (Metropolis)  (32  k  33  Vict, 
c.  67),  ss.  43,  46  and  47... 61 6 
raieability  of  urban  authorities  and  oUier  public  bodies  supplying  water, 
616—619 
are  now  assessed  only  for  profits  actually  earned,  617 
on  the  principle  that  occupiers  are  rateable  on  rent  of  a  tenant  from 

year  to  year,  618 
land  occupied  by  a  local  authority  for  public  purposes  is  to  be  assessed 
at  the  rent  which  a  tenant  subject  to  similar  restrictions  would 
pay,  616 
in  assessing  a  local  authority  in  respect  of  their  reservoirs  and 
pipes,  &c,  the  amount  collected  by  a  water  rate  should  be  taken 
into  account,  619 
assessment  whore  local  authority  has  acquired  waterworks  by  advances 
from  general  district  rate,  61 9 
ratability  of  bridges,  619—621 

lessee  of  bridge  tolls  not  rateable  as  such,  619 

toll  house,  rateability  of,  620 

the  principle  that  profits  must  be  rated  where  earned  applies  to,  620 

with  regard  to  assessment  the  parochial  principle  holds  good,  620,  621 

bridges  in  different  parishes,  620,  621 

exemption  of  the  Crown,  620 

a  bridge  company  whose  revenue  was  raised  from  tolls  held  rateable 

although  such  revenue  was  absorbed  by  mortgage  debts,  621 
interest  on  a  loan  for  construction  which  is  paid  out  of  profits  not 
allowed  as  a  deduction,  621 

REALM  OF  ENGLAND,  the  extent  of,  1,  5,  11,  13,  15,  596 
See  Foreshore ;  County  ;  Territorial  Waters ;  Sea. 

REGULATIONS  OF   RAILWAY   ACTS,  1873,  1874,  provisions  of,  as  to 
navigable  rivers  and  canals,  495 

REMEDIES,  for  infringement  of  rights  of  water, 

all  infringements  of  rights  of  water  either  trespass  or  nuisance,  622 
public  nuisauce,  what  is  a,  623 
remedy  by  act  of  party,  623 — 626 
private  nuisance,  623 — 625 

may  be  abated  by  party  aggrieved,  623 

if  no  more  damage  be  done  than  actually  necessary,  623,  624 
the  least  mischievous  way  must  be  chosen,  624 
previous  demand  to  remove  when  necessary,  625 
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REMEDIES— continued. 

remedy  by  act  of  party — continued. 

public  nuisance  may  be  abated  in  peaceable  manner,  446,  625 

but  private  individual  not  justified  in  abating  it  unless  it  does 
him  special  injury,  625,  626 
remedy  by  act  of  law,  626 — 643 

is  now  by  action  in  one  of  the  first  four  divisions  of  High  Court  of 

Justice,  626 
effect  of  Judicature  Acts,  627 

prerogative  of  intervention  of  Crown  not  affected  by  Judica- 
ture Acts,  627 
and  of  County  Courts  Act,  1888.. .627,  628 
appeals,  628 
private  nuisance,  626—634 

powers  of  Chancery  and  Common  Law  divisions  similar  as  to 

grunting  injunction  or  mandamus,  626,  627 
extent  and  limits  of  jurisdiction  of  county  courts,  627,  628 
powers  of,  as  to  specific  performance,  628 
mandamus  and  injunction,  628 
parties  entitled  to  sue,  628,  629 
joinder  of  plaintiffs,  630 
parties  liable  to  be  sued,  631 
parties  liable  for  continuance  of  nuisance,  631 

owner  of  land  not  responsible  for  acts  of  a  stranger,  632 
whether  proof  of  actual  damage  is  necessary  as  foundation  of 
action,  632—634 
public  nuisance,  634,  635 
when  actionable,  634 
when  indictable,  634 

infonnation  at  suit  of  the  Attorney-General  when  available, 
635 
remedies  as  respects  canal  companies, 
for  injuries  against,  296,  297,  629 
for  injuries  by,  302,  303 
indictment  for  non-repair  of  bridges,  635,  636 

no  action  against  county  for  injury  from  non-repair,  635 

or  against  county  surveyor,  635 

an  indictment  will  not  lie  unless  bridge  be  in  a  highway,  529,  636 

highway  is  a  general  terra  for  all  public  ways,  529,  636 

if  a  way  be  in  decay  an  indictment  lies,  636 

no  action  on  the  case  will  lie  without  special  damage,  636 

and  will  not  lie  against  the  inhabitants  of  a  county,  because  they  are 

not  a  corporation,  636 
evidence  admissible  on  indictment  for  non-repair,  636,  n,  (3) 
powers  of  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  as  to,  636 
remedy  as  to  tolls,  555 

a  right  of  distress  is  incident  to,  555,  594 

and  may  be  made  on  thing  itself  in  respect  of  which  toll  is  doe,  555 
or  any  portion  of  it,  as  on  a  ship  or  any  part  of  it,  555 
power  of  distress,  implies  antecedent  right  of  action,  555 
injunction*,  rules  as  to,  636 — 643 

when  granted  in  cases  of  nuisance  and  injury  to  property,  636 
interlocutory,  when  granted,  636 
perpetual,  when  granted,  637 
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REMEDIES— -continued. 

injunctions,  rules  as  to — continued. 
mandatory,  when  granted,  637 
See  Injunction, 
procedure, 

in  questions  of  title  to  the  foreshore  between  Crown  and  a  subject, 
642 
remedies  for  infringement  of  rights  of  fishery,  643 

an  action  lies  for  breaking  into  a  free  or  several  fishery,  643 

or  obstructing  the  passage  of  fish,  643 

pollution  which  kills  or  drives  away  fish  restrainable  by  injunction, 

643 
and  also  erection  of  au  embankment  shutting  out  tide  from  a  mussel 

bed,  643 
injunction  to  restrain.     See  Injunctions. 
See    Action;    Indictment;    "Information"  ;    Injunction;    Trespass; 
Nuisance. 

REVENUE, 

nations  entitled  by  international  law  to  take  measures  for  the  protection 
of,  10 
and  such  provisions  recognize  the  three  mile  limit,  10 

RIPARIAN  OWNERS,  rights  and  duties  of, 

how  regulated  by  international  law  where  a  river  forms  the  boundary 
between  two  states,  77,  n.  (1) 
on  natural  water-courses,  110 — 120 

exist  jure  naturce,  64,  92,  113,  115,  116,  250,  257,  258 

founded  not  on  ownership  of  the  bed  but  on  the  right  of  access  to  the 

water,  92,  110,  118 
law  as  to,  in  America,  110 

exist  only  as  to  water  flowing  in  defined  channels,  59,  111,  188 
above  or  below  ground,  59,  111,  188 
not  as  to  percolating  or  surface  water,  59,  111,  188 
rights  on  navigable  and  non-navigable  rivers  identical  save  where  con- 
trolled by  the  public  right  of  navigation,  73,  92,  102,  103,  111 
which  the  riparian  owner  on  tidal  navigable  rivers  enjoys  superadded  to 
his  riparian  rights,  73,  111 
which  are  subordinated  to  it,  111 
but  he  can  acquire  an  interest  in  the  water  power  by  means  of  a 

reservoir,  111 
nnd  sell  such  interest  as  appurtenant  to  his  land,  111 
contact  necessary  to  the  existence  of,  92,  112,  118 
lateral  contact  is  as  good  as  vertical,  92,  112 
contact  in  tidal  waters,  92,  112 
such  rights  corporeal  hereditaments,  112 
and  not  easements,  but  parcel  of  the  inheritance  and  pass  therewith, 

112 
are  liable  to  be  abridged,  modified,  or  enlarged  by  acquired  rights  or 

easements,  112,  204 
rights  to  enjoyment  of  a  stream  in  its  natural  state  in  flow,  quantity,  and 
quality,  113,  121 
and  without  obstruction,  113,  121 
right  to  water  is  not  publici  juris,  113 — 116 
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obstruction  of  rights  actionable  without  proof  of  special  damage,  94,  116, 

124,  125,  159,  160,  436,  437,  447,  632,  642 

and  may  be  retrained  by  injunction,  116,  124,  159,  160,  437,  636, 
640,  642,  643 
right  to  compensation  for,  under  Lands  Clauses  Acts,  96 

under  Waterworks  Clauses  Acts,  314,  n.  (1) 
right  is  not  an  absolute  right  to  the  flow  of  all  the  water,  116 

but  subject  to  the  rights  of  other  riparian  proprietors,  116,  117, 121, 

125,  175,  250,  257 

not  limited  by  present  enjoyment,  116,  126,  159 

a  new  mode  of  enjoyment  gives  at  once  a  right  to  sue  for  injury  done 
thereto,  116,  159 
limited  only  by  rights  of  proprietors  in  a  similar  position,  117,  118,  126, 

159 
mere  jiossession  of  water  by  one  who  is  not  a  riparian  owner  will  not 
enable  possessor  to  maintain  action  for  its  diversion  or  pollution,  117, 
118,  127,  128,  164,  254 
the  grantee  of  a  riparian  proprietor  must  take  water  as  he  finds  it,  118, 

131—134 
and  must  not  take  water  and  return  it  in  a  state  so  as  to  do  injury  to 

those  below  him,  118,  119,  131—134 
sole  right  to  water,  119 

special  statutory  property  in  water  of  stream,  120 
the  right  to  waiter  in  Us  natural  quantity,  121 — 158 
ordinary  use  for  domestic  purposes,  121 
extraordinary  use,  121 — 125 

roust  be  reasonable,  and  connected  with  tenement,  122,  123 
unreasonable  use  a  confiscation  of  rights  of  lower  owner,  123 
right  of  a  railway  company,  if  a  riparian  proprietor,  to  water  engines, 

121,  124 
local  authorities  may  not  alter  flow  of  stream  for  water  supply  without 

consent  of  lower  riparian  proprietors,  125 
right  of  irrigation,  121,  122,  123,  125 
right  to  use  water  for  mills,  126—134,  240—243 
right  of  diversion  by  natural  means,  121—127 
artificial  means,  127—136,  162,  254 
rights  as  against  mere  trespassers,  134 — 136 
liability  to  receive  flood  water,  121,  136,  154,  292,  293 
negligence  defined,  137,  13S 
for  escape  and  overflow  of  water,  136,  137 
only  extends  to  direct  and  proximate  consequences,  137,  143 

none  for  using  land  in  the  ordinary  manner,  91,  137,  188, 189, 

269,  270,  468,  469 
for  interfering  with   the  course  of  a  stream,  84,    137,   154, 
196 
where  authorized  by  statute,  152—154,  269,  819,  n.  (1) 
as  to  mining  and  underground  water,  138,  281 
water  accumulated  by  natural  user,  139 

by  non-natural  user,  140 
same  principles  of  law  apply  both  to  surface  and  underground  water, 

138 
the  right  to  work  mines,  if  duly  exercised,  begets  no  liability,  143, 
152—154,  281 
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the  right  to  water  in  its  natural  quantity — continued, 
liability  to  receive  flood  water  —continued. 

liability  of  mine  owners  for  throwing  on  a  mine  water  which  would 
not  naturally  have  come  there,  144 
for  escape  of  water  where  an  artificial  is  substituted  for  a.  natural 

watercourse,  145 — 147 
for  draining  surface  water,  188 
and  water  from  a  well,  196 
and  water  in  surface  channel,  196 
how  far  vis  major  is  an  excuse  for  injury,  36,  147 — 152,  157,  293, 
294,  319,  n.  (1),  450,  452 
at  common  law,  147 — 150 
where  such  duty  is  imposed  by  contract  or  Act  of  Parliament, 

150—154,  45*1,  452 
vis  major  no  excuse  in  cases  of  negligence,  36,  151 
liability  as  to  storing  water, 
for  bringing  on  laud  anything  likely  to  do  mischief,  140,  141 
limited  to  allowing  things  per  se  injurious  to  pass  to  a  neighbour's 
property,  141 
or  causing  things  per  se  harmless  to  do  injury  by  passing  to  such 
neighbour's  property,  141 
liability  for  bringing  sewage  on  to  another's  land,  141,  160,  161,  169, 
172,  175,  176,  182—185,  201—203,  267,  623,  632 
or  discharging  rain  water  thereon  by  drip,  or  means  of  spout,  143, 
264,  629 
the  right  to  protect  land  from  overflow, 
on  the  sea,  31,  39 
on  inland  waters,  83,  103,  154 

owners  may  build  bulwarks  ripas  muniendce  causd,  103,  154 — 158 
but  not  so  as  to  injure  in  any  way  lands  below  them,  103,  154 
mere  apprehension  not  sufficient  to  found  a  complaint  of  acts  done 

by  opposite  proprietor,  83,  84, 154 
no  right  to  build  a  mound  which  in  times  of  ordinary  flood  would 
throw  water  of  river  on  laud  of  the  opposite  proprietor,  154, 
155 
in  extraordinary  floods,  may  exercise  a  reasonable  selfishness  in 
protecting  themselves,  157,  293,  294,  319 
the  right  to  water  in  its  natural  quality,  158 — 188 
incident  to  land  through  which  water  flows,  159 
if  infringed  so  as  to  occasion  damage  in  law,  though  not  in  fact, 

gives  a  good  cause  of  action,  159,  166 — 169 
can  restrain  fouling  of  water  without  proof  of  actual  injury,  159, 160 
but  must  prove  actual  pollution,  175 
law  as  to  pollution  in  Scotland,  159,  n.  (5) 

lower  proprietor  entitled  to  complain  of  such  pollution  as 

renders  water  unfit  for  primary  purposes,  159,  n.  (5) 
several  sufferers  may  combine  and  bring  joint  action  against 
several  authors  of  nuisance,  159,  n.  (5) 
no  defence  that  water  is  also  polluted  by  others,  159;  160,  167 
caso  of  pollution  of  a  stream  illustrates  difference  between  injury 

and  damage,  160,  167 
pollution  itself  an  unlawful  act,  and  thus  distinguished  from  diver- 
sion and  obstruction,  160,  161 
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the  right  to  water  in  its  natural  quality — continued. 

rights  of  licensees  who  are  not  riparian  owners  to  sue  for  pollution, 

162—164,  264 
injunctions  to  restrain  pollution,  when  granted,  165 — 177,  636,  640 
See  Injunction  ;  Pollution  ;  Remedies, 
right  of  access  to  lands  on  navigable  rivers,  a  right  of  property  distinct 
from  public  right  of  navigation,  93 — 98,  436,  643 
injury  thereto,  actionable  without  proof  of  special  damage,  94,  436, 

447,  643 
compensation  for,  under  Lands  Clauses  Acts,  96 
See  Navigation;  Access. 
right  of  fishery  not  strictly  a  riparian  right,  99,  363 

See  Fishery. 
right  of  navigation  of,  111 
See  Navigation  ;  Access, 
rights  and  duties  of,  on  artificial  toatercourses, 
are  acquired  and  incorporeal  rights,  112 

depend  entirely  on  words  of  the  grant  originating  the  right,  108, 109,256,257 
either  proved  or  presumed,  250,  251 

See  Artificial  Watercourse ;  Easement ;  Canals. 

RIVERS, 

definition  of,  under  Salmon  Fisheries  Acts,  385 

and  of  "tributary"  885,  u.  (6).     See  Tidal  Narigable  Hirers;  Private 

Rivers;  Watercourse. 
conservancy  of.     See  Navigation. 
rateability  of.     Sec  Rates. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION  PREVENTION  (BORDER  COUNCILS)  ACT,  1898, 
61  &  62  Vict  c.  34,  provisions  of,  186,  n.  (1) 

ROTHER  RIVER  NAVIGATION  ACT,  THE,  474,  n.  (3) 

ROYAL  FISH, 

right  to  take,  a  prerogative  of  Crown,  but  may  be  communicated  to  a 

subject  by  grant  or  charter,  18,  46 
taking  of,  evidence  of  ownership  of  the  sea  shore,  27 
whale,  sturgeon,  and  porpoise,  whether  thrown  on  shore  or  caught  in  sea 
within  the  realm  are,  46 
are  property  of  Crown  and  not  of  the  finder,  46,  346 

but  by  grant  or  prescription  may  be  property  of  a  subject,  46 

RULES  OF  THE  SEA,  1896, 

under  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894. ..413 — 423,  and  notes. 

See  Navigation. 
definition  of  "  Ueam  vessel,"  413,  n.  (1) 
"  sailing  vessel,"  413,  n.  (1) 
under  way,  413,  n.  (1) 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCILS,  powers  of,  as  to  bridges  under  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  1894. ..520 

SAILING  AND  STEERING, 

rales  of  the  sea  as  to,  413,  n.  (1) 

as  to,  in  navigable  rivers,  428,  n.  (1) 

in  the  Thames,  Appendix  I.,  p.  649 
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SALMON, 

definition  of,  under  24  k  25  Vict.  c.  109. ..393,  n.  (7) 

statutory  restrictions  as  to  poisouing  water  containing,  181,  182,  397 

provisions  of  Salmon  Fisheries  Acts,  1861—1886,  as  to,  377,  385—389, 

390,  393—404 
formation  of  conservancy  boards  and  districts,  385 
regulation  of  proceedings  of  boards,  386 
powers  of  boards,  386 
may  do  nothing  to  injuriously  affect  any  navigable  river,  canal  or  inland 

navigation,  386 
powers  as  to  making  bye-laws,  886 
powers  of  water-bailiffs,  "387 
regulations  as  to  gratings,  388 

general  superintendence  of,  vested  in  Board  of  Trade,  388 
appointment  and  duties  of  inspectors  and  commissioners,  888 
provisions  as  to  the  season  during  whicfi  it  is  illegal  to  catch,  393 — 395 

restrictions  as  to  sale  of,  895,  896 

and  capture  of,  during  close  season,  396 

do  not  apply  to  fish  caught  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Salmon  Fisheries 
Acts,  893 

penalties  as  to  contravention  of  provisions,  394,  396 

ignorance  of  distinction  between  samlets  and  trout  a  good  defence, 
394,  n.  (7) 

provisions  prohibiting  obstruction  of  passage  during  the  close  season,  394 

as  to  the  measuring  of  unseasonable,  396,  n.  (5) 
provisions  as  to  the  means  by  which  it  is  illegal  to  catch,  396 — 404 

the  use  of  dynamite,  provisions  as  to,  397 

use  of  lime,  Ac,  397 

as  to  lights  and  spears,  &c.,  398 

as  to  roe,  398 

as  to  mesh  of  nets,  398 

as  to  dams,  weirs  and  fixed  engines,  399 — 404 
claim  to  use  privileged  fixed  engines,  401 — 403 

weirs  and  dams,  403,  404 
licences  required  for  catching,  898 

See  Fishery. 

SALMON  FISHERIES  ACTS,  THE  (1861—1886),  provisions  of,  181,  182„ 
352,  377,  885—891,  393—404.     See  Salmon. 

SAND, 

digging  or  taking  of,  evidence  of  ownership  of  sea  shore,  23,  27,  28 
right  to  take  by  prescription  and  custom,  48,  49 
See  Sea  Shore. 

SANITARY  AUTHORITIES, 

jurisdiction  of  Commissioners  of  Sewers  as  to  drains  and  sewers  trans- 
ferred to  various,  461 — 463 
matters,  principal  Acts  relating  to  metropolis  as  to,  463,  n.  (1) 

to  kingdom  at  large  as  to,  463,  n.  (1) 
SCOTLAND, 

law  of,  as  to  pollution,  159,  n. 

modification  of  law  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act  as  to, 

188,  n.  (1) 
Fishery  Acts  specially  relating  to,  878,  n.  (1),  397,  n.  (2) 

l.w.  46 
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SEA,  THE,  and  rights  therein,  1—57 
high  seas,  the,  1 — 13 

definition  of,  1 

ownership  of  bed  of,  1,  8 

right  of  navigation  on,  1,  2,  409 — 427 

jurisdiction  over  ships  navigating  on,  2,  12,  409 

fishery  in,  2,  5,  12,  340,  344 
territorial  waters,  6 — 13 

limits  of,  5,  10,  n.  (5),  13,  n.  (6) 

dominion  of  the  Crown  over,  6 — 8 

recognition  of  territorial  waters  of  foreign  states,  5,  n.  (5) 

title  of  Grown  to  soil  of,  8 

powers  of  protection  and  self-defence  of  Crown,  9 
as  against  a  subject,  10 

provisions  of  41  k  42  Vict,  as  to  jurisdiction  over,  8,  12,  409 

provisions  as  to  protection  of  revenue,  10 

navigation  on,  12 

dominion  of  legislature  over  foreign  ships,  3,  4 

power  to  arrest  foreign  ship  that  has  occasioned  damage,  3 

fishery  in,  12,  42,  344,  880—384,  391—393,  396,  397 
creeks  and  arms  of,  13,  595.     See  Creeks, 
sea  shore,  14 — 49.     See  Foreshore* 

protection  from.  See  Sea- Walls;  Overflow;  Commissioners  of  Sewers. 
land  gained  from,  and  lost  by.  See  Alluvion  ;  Dereliction  ;  Accretion. 
tolls  on,  556—586.     See  Tolls. 

See  Ports  ;  Harbours ;  Docks  ;  Navigation  ;  Fishery. 

SEA  FISHERIES  ACTS,  THE,  12,  379—384,  391,  392,  397 

conventions  between  England,  the  United  States,   Holland,  Germany, 

Belgium,  Denmark,  and  France  annexed  to,  12,  379 — 381 

all  restrictions  on  kinds  and  sizes  of  nets  used  for  taking  sea  fish,  except 

salmon,  repealed  by,  396 

power  of  Board  of  Trade  on  application  of  county  and  borough  councils  to 

create  sea  fishery  districts,  383 

and  to  provide  for  constitution  of  local  committees  for  regulating 

them,  383 

local  committees  may  make  bye-laws  as* to  close  time  in  sea  fishery  districts 

in  tidal  waters,  392 

provisions  of,  as  to  protection  of  oysters  and  mussels,  381 — 384, 392,  393, 

397 

crabs  and  lobsters,  382—384,  392,  398, 

396,  397 

herrings,  384,  896,  397 

shrimps,  prawns,  and  cockles,  &c,  383 
See  Oyster. 

SEA-WALLS, 

prerogative  of  the  Crown  to  erect,  32,  34 

powers  and  duties  of  Commissioners  of  Sewers  as  regards,  32,  462 

property  in,  33 

right  of  way  along,  33 

liability  to  repair  not  enforceable  against  the  Crown,  34 

nor  at  common  law  against  a  frontager,  34 
the  Crown  may  prevent  destruction  of  natural  barriers,  34,  35 
liability  to  repair  may  be  imposed  on  an  individual  by  prescription,  35 
even  in  an  extraordinary  tempest,  86,  38,  151 
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negligence  in  not  repairing,  36,  151 
liability  of  tenant  for  life  to  repair,  88 

and  of  mortgagee,  38 
presentments  by  juries  as  to  repair,  38 
all  occupiers  benefited  rateable  to  repairs  in  absence  of  prescriptive 

liability,  39 
when  necessary,  may  be  erected,  though  injurious  to  adjoining  owners,  39 
liability  at  common  law  to  keep  a  wall  at  a  height  prescribed  by  Com- 
missioners of  Sewers,  36,  151 
and  for  damage  caused  through  negligence  in  not  doing  so,  36,  151 
See  Vis  Major  ;  Commissioners  of  Sewers  ;  Overflow. 

SEAWEED, 

the  right  to  take,  evidence  of  ownership  of  sea  shore,  23 — 27 

belongs  prima  facie  to  the  Crown  and  its  grantees,  48 

when  thrown  on  land  by  extraordinary  tides  belongs  to  owner,  49 

SEVERAL  FISHERY,  A, 
definition  of,  388 
in  the  sea  and  tidal  waters, 

prerogative  of  the  Crown  to  create  and  grant  to  a  subject,  18,  43,  98, 

350,  353,  354 
is  a  royal  franchise  independent  of  the  ownership  of  the  soil,  18,  43, 
350,  353 
which  does  not  merge  on  forfeiture,  354 
semble,  right  to  grant,  is  derived  from  ownership  of  the  soil  by 

the  Crown,  69,  98,  850,  358 
can  now  only  be  claimed  by  prescription  or  implied  grant,  18, 
43,  98,  350 
what  evidence  will  support  a  claim  to,  350,  853,  401,  402 
may  be  appurtenant  to  a  manor,  840,  353 

but  not  to  land,  840,  353 
grant  of  soil  will  not  pass  fishery,  nor  grant  of,  pass  the  soil,  27,  43, 
99,  356 
though  coupled  with  grant  of  a  manor,  it  may  be  evidence  that 
soil  was  intended  to  pass,  43,  99,  356 
owner  of,  can  maintain  trespass  for  breaking  into  his  fishery  and 
taking  fish,  340,  643 
and  has  a  property  in  fish  before  they  are  caught,  340 
is  subject  to  the  right  of  navigation,  43,  99,  359,  445 

and  grantee  takes  subject  to  that  right,  99,  859 
weirs  appurtenant  to,  369,  445.     See  Weirs. 
poaching  fish  in,  405,  n.  (6) 
in  private  waters t 

helongpprimd  facie  to  the  owners  of  the  bed  as  a  territorial  right, 

362 
and  as  such  is  vested  in  the  occupier  of  the  land,  363 
may  be  granted  by  owner  to  another  apart  from  the  ownership  of  the 

soil,  104,  106,  840,  368—370 
claims  of,  by  lord  of  a  manor,  104,  364 
in  the  waste  lands  of  the  manor,  364 

may  be  appurtenant  to  a  manor  but  not  to  a  tenement,  340,  341 
grant  of,  primd  facie  passes  the  soil,  107,  368 — 370 
See  Fishery. 

46—a 
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SEVERN  RIVER,  The 

local  Acts  as  to  fisheries  in,  379,  n.  (1) 
conservancy  of,  466,  n.  (8) 

SEWAGE, 

liability  of  landowners  for  bringing  on  to  lands  of  a  neighbour,  141, 160 
161,  169,  172,  175,  176,  182—185,  201—208,  267,  628,  632 
for  pollution  by.    See  Pollution  ;  Riparian  Owner. 

SEWER, 

meaning  and  derivation  of  term,  461 
definition  of,  in  modern  statutes,  462,  n.  (1) 

drains,  &c,  formerly  under  jurisdiction  of  commissioners  of  sewers,  462 
but  now  placed  under  various  sanitary  authorities,  463 
See  Commissioners  of  Sewers  ;  Pollution. 

SHANNON  NAVIGATION  ACT,  The,  467,  n.  (1),  474,  n.  (3) 

SHELL  FISH, 

right  to  take,  between  high  and  low  water  mark  included  in  the  public 

right  of  fishing,  43,  93,  845 
protection  of  development  of  fisheries  for,  under  57  &  58  Vict.  c.  26.    See 
Crab  ;  Lobster;  Sea  Fisheries  Acts,  The. 

SHIPS, 

foreign,  jurisdiction  of  English  courts  over,  3,  8,  12,  409,  410 

causing  injury  to  property,  power  under  Merchant  Shipping  Act, 

1894,  to  arrest,  3 
navigation  in  territorial  waters  by,  12 

on  voyage  to  foreign  ports  with  right  of  passage  within  three  miles  of 
English  coast  not  primd  facie  subject  to  English  municipal 
law,  12 
in  absence  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  12 
but  if  seeking  an  English  port  are  subject  to  English  law,  12 
foreigners  on  board  English,  subject  to  English  law,  3,  n.  (1) 
foreigners  on  board  foreign,  subject  to  English  criminal  law  by  41  k  42 

Viot.  c.  73. ..12,  409 
regulations  for  English,  under  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  413 — 427 
duties  and  liabilities  of  persons  navigating  arise  out  of  control  of, 
148,  n.  (1),  460 
and  cease  when  control  ceases,  450 

if  sunk  by  accident  no  indictment  lies  against  the  owner,  450 
liability  of  owner  where  abandoned  during  extraordinary  storm,  148,  n. 
(1),  450 

See  Navigation  ;  Collision  ;  Wreck. 

SHORE  OF  THE  SEA.     See  Foreshore. 
of  a  river.     See  Bank. 

SPRING,  A, 

definition  of,  58 

limits  of,  59,  60 

may  be  formed  into  a  well,  60 

effect  of  grant  of,  210—215 

right  to  search  for  under  local  Act,  215 

claim  to  take  water  from  on  anotheriman's  land  as  an  easement,  231,  n.  (3) 

rateability  of  land,  value  of  which  is  enhanced  by,  615 

a  mineral,  615,  n.  (1) 
See  Well ;  Watercourse. 
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STATUTES, 

for  making  rivers  navigable,  general  nature  of  provisions,  474,  n.  (1) 

for  constructing  canals,  474,  n.  (1) 

for  improving  the  navigation  of  rivers,  474,  n.  (1) 

STATUTORY  POWERS, 

bodies  possessing,  are  substitutes  for  individual  enterprise,  268 

not  responsible  for  injury  caused  by  due  exercise  of  their  powers, 

152,  268,  269,  449,  470 
but  responsible  in  case  of  negligence  or  exceeding  their  powers,  252, 
268,  269,  449,  470,  554 
whether  they  take  tolls  for  their  own  benefit  or  that  of  the 
public,  91,  92,  272,  278,  554 
and  are  bound  to  take  reasonable  care  with  regard  to  their  works, 

152,  269,  272,  273,  449,  554      m 
but  may  exercise  powers  to  fullest  extent,  provided  they  occasion  no 

needless  injury,  268,  269 
if  exercise  of  powers  occasion  inconvenience  or  injury,  may  be  treated 
as  bound  to  take  measures  to  prevent  its  recurrence,  269,  319,  n.  (1) 
canal,  water  and  dock  companies  are  such,  being  incorporated  to 
supply  public  wants  for  their  own  profit,  268 
or  invested  with  powers  for  the  public  benefit,  268 
courts >ill  restrain  by  injunction  the  abuse  or  excess  of  powers  by,  171 
See  Canals  ;  Water  Companies ;  Docks. 

STEAM  VESSEL,  definition  of  under  Rules  of  the  Sea,  1897.. .418,  n.  (1) 

STORM,  liability  of  owner  of  a  ship  abandoned  on  account  of,  148,  n.  (1), 
151,  448,  451 

STREAMS, 
*    definition  of,  58,  59 

under  Waterworks  Clauses  Act,  310,  n.  (4) 
jurisdiction  of  commissioners  of  sewers  over,  462 

of  Inclosure  Commissioners  under  the  Drainage  Acts,  468 

See   Watercourse;   Tidal  Rivers;  Private  Rivers;  Easements; 
Subterranean  Water, 

SUBTERRANEAN  WATER, 

in  defined  channels,  governed  by  same  rules  of  law  as  streams  above 
ground,  58,  111,  189—208 
but  if  not  flowing  in  known  channel  is  not  the  subject  of  property,  195 

or  capable  of  being  granted,  195 
definition  of  "known  and  defined  channel,"  198 
diversion  of,  189—200,  260—262 
pollution  of,  161,  200—203,  259 

owner  of  land  has  no  right  at  common  law  to  support  from,  199,  200 
percolating,  law  as  to,  58,  111,  188—203 
See  Percolating  Water;  Wells. 

SURFACE  WATER.     See  Percolating  Water. 


TANKS, 

statutory  provisions  against  fouling  public  or  private,  182,  n.  (2) 
in  India,  law  as  to.     See  Zemindar. 
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TERRITORIAL  FISHERY,  A, 
definition  of,  337,  340 

exists  primd  facie  in  the  owners  of  the  bed  of  non-tidal  waters,  862,  363 
See  Fishery. 

THAMES,  The, 

ownership  of  soil  of,  up  to  high  water  mark,  88,  466,  467,  478,  479,  n.  (1) 

of  banks  of,  471,  478 
above  the  tide  soil  and  bed  belong  prima  facie  to  riparian  owners, 

479,  n.  (1) 
bat  conservators  have  acquired  large  rights  as  to  locks,  towing-paths,  &c. , 

479,  n.  (1) 
meaning  of  "bed  "  in  tidal  portion  of  river,  478,  n.  (1) 
"  bed  "  includes  the  foreshore,  478,  n.  (1) 
right  of  towing  on  banks  of,  88,  435,  471—473 
custom  of  mooring  barges  on,  435 
duties  of  conservators  as  to  towing-paths,  471—473 
fishery  in, 

local  Act  as  to,  379,  n.  (1) 

bye-laws  as  to,  Appendix  II.,  pp.  664  et  seq. 

conservancy  of, 

entrusted  to  mayor  and  corporation  of  London  by  17  Ric.  2,  c.  9,  465 
conveyed  to  the  conservators  appointed  under  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  cxlvii., 

467,  479,  n.  (1) 
this  Aot  and  all  previous  Acts  relating  to  the  river  repealed  by  the 

Thames  Conservancy  Act,  1894. ..477 
repealed  Acts  relating  to  the  Upper  Thames,  483,  484 
all  the  estate  right,  title,  and  interest  in  the  bed,  soil,  and  shores 

vested  in  the  conservators  prior  to  the  Act  of  1894  are  preserved 

to  them  thereby,  478 
definition  of  the  Thames,  447 

of  store,  447,  478,  n.  (1) 
of  bed,  478,  n.  (1) 
bed  includes  foreshore,  478,  n.  (1) 
qualifications  and  appointment  of  conservators,  477 
their  powers  and  duties,  477 — 483 
as  to  towing  paths,  locks,  weirs,  and  ferries,  480 
as  to  fishery,  480,  Appendix  II.,  p.  664 
as  to  removal  of  sunken  vessels  and  obstructions,  480 
as  to  dredging  and  altering  the  bed  and  channel,  480,  481 
dredging  powers  are  limited  to  improving  the  bed,  480,  n.  (3) 
and  their  licensee  may  not  sell  proceeds  of  dredging  for  profit  where 

soil  and  right  of  fishery  belong  to  a  private  owner,  480,  n.  (3) 
may  grant  licences  to  owners  and  occupiers  below  Teddington  Lock 

for  the  erection  of  docks,  piers,  embankments,  &c.,  466 — 481,  482 
as  to  the  appointment  of  harbour  masters,  482 
as  to  regulation  of  pleasure  boats,  482 
as  to  pollution,  481,  483 
Metropolitan  water  companies  may  require  conservators  to  alter  or 

desist  from  works  injuriously  affecting  river  above  their  intakes,  483 
as  to  beacons  and  lights,  482 
as  to  tonnage  duties  and  pier  tolls,  482 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Trade  required  for  erection  of  works  below 

Teddington  Look,  482 
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THAMES,  The— contintied. 
conservancy  of— continued. 

prohibition  of  use  of  fire-arms  on  river  or  banks  between  Barking 

Creek  and  Margaretness,  482 
power  to  make  bye-laws  regulating  elections,  482 
navigation,  482 

bathing  and  prevention  of  nuisances,  482 
imposition  of  penalties,  482 
saving  of  rights  of  the  Crown,  Trinity  House,  &c,  483 

rights  and  privileges  of  owners  or  occupiers  of  lands  on  the 

banks  of  the  Thames,  483 
legal  rights  of  ferry,  483 
financial  arrangements  under  Act,  183 

rules  governing  watermen  are  framed  by  the  Watermen  and  Lighter- 
men's Company,  484 
Watermen's  and  Lightermen's  Acts,  484 — 488 

THAMES  BYE-LAWS  for  regulation  of  navigation,  Appendix  II.,  665 
THAMES  CONSERVANCY  ACT,  1894,  The,  477—483 

TIDAL  LANDS, 

definition  of,  under  Railway  Clauses  Act,  1863... 492 
duties  of  railway  companies  as  to  access  to,  491 

TIDAL  NAVIGABLE  RIVER, 
definition  of,  65,  68,  n.  (8),  430 

under  Railways  Clauses  Act,  492 
according  to  French  law  in  Canada,  430,  n.  (2) 
of  navigable,  16,  n.  (4),  65,  n.  (1),  430,  n.  (2) 
of  tide,  65,  n.  (2) 

evidence  of  navigability  of,  67,  430 
bed  of,  presumably  within  the  county,  and  subject  to  jurisdiction  of 
justices  and  the  common  law,  76 
jurisdiction  of  Central  Criminal  Court  over,  76 
not  presumably  within  adjoining  parish  or  manor,  76 

though  it  may  be,  76 
and  accretions  thereto  incorporated  with  adjoining  parish  for  civil 

purposes  by  31  k  82  Vict.  c.  122.. .10,  15,  76,  597,  n.  (1) 
construction  of  "bank"  and  of  "riven"  under  31  &  32  Vict.  c.  122 

...77 
practice    of   Ordnance   Survey    Department   in    fixing    parochial 
boundaries  on,  77 
forming  boundary  between  two  counties,  77,  537 

two  parishes,  77,  596 
international  rights  on,  when  bounding  two  states,  77,  n.  (1) 
ownership  of  soil  of  bed,  65,  429 

vested primd  facie  in  the  Crown  for  the  benefit  of  the  subject,  65,  429 
may  belong  to  a  subject  by  grant  from  the  Crown,  78 
effect  and  limits  of  Crown  grants  on,  81,  434 

subject  to  the  public  rights  of  navigation  and  fishery,  65,  80,  346,  429 
property  and  rights  of  Crown  on,  confined  to  tidal  waters,  65 

and  limited  by  line  of  ordinary  tides,  67,  68 
do  not  extend  to  the  banks,  which  remain  private,  87,  435 
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TIDAL  NAVIGABLE  RIVER— continued. 

change  of  course  of,  how  affecting  ownership  of  bed,  69,  73,  482 
rights  of  Crown  and  its  grantees  to  build  on  bed  of,  82,  n.  (1),  137,  154, 
438—445 
provided  no  injury  is  done  to  navigation,  82,  154,  438 — 445 
riparian  rights  on,  similar  to  those  above  the  flow  of  the  tide,  92,  111 
but  controlled  by  the  public  right  of  navigation,  92,  111 
but  riparian  owner  can  acquire  interest  in  its  water  power  as  derived 

from  a  reservoir,  111 
and  sell  such  interest  as  appurtenant  to  his  land,  111 
right  of  access  to  lands  on,  93,  435,  436,  643 

distinct  from  right  of  navigation,  93,  435,  643 

interference  with,  actionable,  without  proof  of  special  damage,  94, 

437,  643 
compensation  for,  under  Lands  Clauses  Acta,  96 
right  of  landing  as  accessory  to,  97,  436 
See  Foreshore* 
right  of  navigation  on,  81,  111,  408,  429 
belongs  by  law  to  all  the  subjects  of  the  realm,  82,  429,  432 
at  all  times  and  states  of  the  tide,  82,  432 
and  is  a  right  to  pass  and  anchor  free  of  toll,  82,  431,  482 
the  Crown  and  its  grantees  cannot  interfere  with  the  right,  82,  83, 

429,  431,  432,  434 
does  not  extend  to  use  of  banks  for  mooring,  landing  or  towing,  87,  435 
in  the  absence  of  prescription,  87,  435 
change  of  course  of  river  does  not  affect  the  right  of,  82,  432 
if  the  river  remain  navigable,  82,  432 
See  Navigation. 
conservancy  of, 

formerly  in  the  Crown,  32,  461 

but  now  transferred  to  Conservancy  Boards,  34,  88,  463,  464 
See  Navigation — Conservancy  of. 
rights  of  fishery  in, 

primd  facie  common  to  all  subjects  of  the  realm,  98,  340,  345 
either  as  a  common  right,  or  derived  from  the  Crown  as  owner  of 

the  bed,  98,  345 
several  fishery  in,  98,  340,  850 
free  fishery  in,  341,  358 

See  Fishery  ;  Several  Fishery  ;  Free  Fishery. 
tolls  on.     See  Tolls. 
rateability  of.     See  Rales. 

TIDAL  WATERS, 

definition  of,  under  Railway  Clauses  Act,  1863.. .492 
duties  of  railway  companies  as  to  access  to,  under,  491 
as  to  abandonment  of  works,  492 
as  to  surveys,  492 

See  Navigation  ;  Sea,  The  ;  Tidal  Navigable  River. 

TIDE, 

limits  of  shore  of  the  sea  and  tidal  waters  determined  by  line  of  medium, 

14,67 
extraordinary  overflow  by,  86,  88,  151 

as  applied  to  tidal  rivers,  includes  fresh  water  ponded  back,  65,  n.  (2) 
See  Sea,  The  ;  Tidal  Navigable  River  ;  Vis  Major. 
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TITHES, 

owner  of,  from  land  taken  for  purposes  of  the  navigation,  not  entitled  to 
compensation  nnder  a  Canal  Act,  289 

TOLLS, 

incident  to  rights  of  water,  501,  546 

right  of  Crown  to  authorize  collection  of,  viewed  with  jealousy  by  courts,  502 
must  be  founded  on  adequate  consideration,  4,  53,  433,  502,  551 
right  to  take,  exists  only  by  Act  of  Parliament,  4,  53,  551 

by  express  grant  from  Crown,  58,  551 
or  immemorial  usage,  58,  551 
payment  of,  enforceable  by  Act  of  Parliament  within  its  operation,  4 
definition  of,  546 

law  as  to  highways  on  land  applies  to  those  on  all  navigable  waters,  546 
toll  thorough  defined,  547 
toll  traverse  defined,  547 

distinction  between  toll  thorough  and  toll  traverse,  547 — 551 
the  right  to  take,  how  supported,  551 
by  prescription  and  immcmorialUy, 

prior  to  the  Prescription  Act,  551 

now  is  governed  by  that  Act,  551 

definition  of  prescription,  551 

where  rights  are  claimed  by,  jury  are  warranted  to  presume  right 
immemorial,  552 

long  enjoyment  a  foundation  for  good  consideration,  55,  552,  566 

custom  by  which  claimed  must  be  reasonable,  57,  564 

tolls  may  be  good  under  a  custom  of  which  a  grant  could  not  now  be 
made,  552 
the  right  to  vary  tolls, 

a  toll  reasonable  but  varying  with  value  of  money  is  valid,  553,  554, 
587,  591 

but  equality  clauses  are  expressly  introduced  in  modern  Acts,  808, 
493,  553 
liability  of  bodies  incorporated  by  statute  and  empowered  to  take  tolls, 

where  tolls  are  received  for  beneficial  or  fiduciary  purposes,  272,  278, 
470,  554 

of  conservators  of  rivers  taking,  92,  468,  554 
extinguishment  of,  554 
lease  of,  must  be  by  deed,  555 
right  of  distress  is  incident  to  every  toll,  555,  594 
on  the  sea  and  navigable  rivers, 

none  demandable  except  where  a  benefit  is  done  to  community  at 
large,  4,  53,  54,  410,  433,  556,  558,  559 

or  where  a  toll  is  created  by  statute,  4,  58,  556 

powers  of  Thames  Conservators  as  to,  482 
on  ferries, 

alteration  of,  no  answer  to  action  for  disturbance  of  ferry,  514 

lie  in  grant  and  not  in  livery,  515 

an  agreement  to  lease,  must  be  under  seal,  515 

inhabitants  of  particular  place  or  individuals  may  have  by  custom 
right  of  passage  over  a  ferry  without  paying,  515 
in  ports, 

formation  of  a  port  is  sufficient  consideration  for,  4,  54,  559,  567 

ancient  ports  free  of  toll  to  subjects  of  the  realm,  559 
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TOLLS— continued. 

in  porta— continued. 

law  as  to  erection  of  ports,  60,  560,  561 

what  consideration  is  sufficient  to  support  claim,  53,  563  • 

taking  of,  implies  a  duty  to  repair  even  where  there  is  no  beneficial 

interest,  55,  563 
arise  from  ownership  of  property  or  franchise  in,  53,  561 
dues  incident  to  ownership  of,  4,  53,  559 — 569 
anchorage,  5,  55 — 57,  562 

no  toll  can  be  taken  for  anchorage  except  in,  5,  54,  563 
but  anchorage  dues  may  be  claimed  in  a  port  which  is  a 

natural  roadstead,  55 — 57,  567 — 569 
even  though  there  is  no  obligation  to  repair,  55 — 57,  567— 

569 
claim  for  anchorage  dues  cannot  be  made  merely  in  respect 

of  the  use  of  the  soil,  55,  356,  565 
but  immemorial  payment  is  evidence  of  existence  of  a  port 
and  that  tolls  have  a  legal  origin,  55,  567 
ballastage,  562 
dues  incident  to  owner  by  usage,  562,  569 
buaselage  and  keelage,  562 
primage,  562,  569 
shore  duties  dependent  sometimes  on  custom  and  sometimes  on 

statute,  571 
owners  entitled  to  wharfage  and  cranage  at  common  law,  571 
amount  of,  may  be  fixed  by  prescription  or  grant,  331,  571 
amount  claimed  must  be  reasonable,  57,  573,  574 

but  in  private  wharves  rates  are  a  bargain  between  the  parties,  57 
See  Wharf, 
in  harbours,  and  for  lighthouses,  docks  and  piers, 
are  statutory  tolls,  574,  575 
exemption  of  Crown  from,  575 

statutes  imposing,  must  be  construed  in  favour  of  the  subject,  575 
lighthouse, 

can  only  be  taken  when  vessels  benefit  thereby,  576 
ships  belonging  to  the  Crown  exempt,  576,  577 
pier  and  harbour, 

"  shipped  for  exportation,"  meaning  of,  577 — 579 
"owner  and  shipper,"  meaning  of,  579,  580 
"landed,"  meaning  of,  580 
dock  dues, 

depend  entirely  on  Act  of  Parliament,  580 

and  when  it  is  silent  as  to  amount,  dues  must  be  reasonable,  580 
"reasonableness"  is  a  question  for  the  Court  and  not  for  the  jury, 

581 
meaning  of  term  "  port  "  as  applied  to,  581 
assignment  of,  581 
duty  of  company  to  deliver,  581,  582 
duties  as  to  unloading  of  ships,  583 
meaning  of  "duty  outwards  and  inwards,"  584,  585 
"  same  voyage  out  and  home,"  584,  585 
"  ad  valorem  charge,"  585 
"  keelraen's  dues,"  liability  to  pay  in  the  Tyne,  585 
right  to  distrain  for  toll,  586 
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TOLLS— continued, 
on  canals, 

right  to,  derived  solely  from  the  Act  of  Parliament,  307,  587 
obligations  as  to  equality  and  varying,  308,  n.  (3),  493 — 496,  553, 
687,  591 
no  obligation  on  companies  to  impose  equal  tolls,  587 
Acts  imposing,  most  bo  construed  strictly,  588 
no  general  rules  applicable  to,  588 

beneficial  interest  in,  renders  company  liable  for  negligence  in  works, 
470,  554,  594 
rateability  of,  605—607,  610—612,  619—621 
See  Navigation  ;  Rates. 

TOWING, 

no  right  of,  at  common  law,  on  banks  of  navigable  rivers,  87,  88,  435 

right  of,  dependent  on  custom,  87,  88,  435 

right  of,  on  banks  of  Thames,  88 

paths,  ownership  of,  89,  471 — 478,  479,  n.  (1),  480 

may  be  dedicated  to  public  if  use  not  inconsistent  with  use  for  tow 

ing,  88,  n.  (1) 
duty  of  river  conservators  to  repair,  90,  471 — 473,  480 
See  Navigation. 

TRADE  PROFITS,  ratability  of,  598,  601,  613.    See  Hates. 

TRAFFIC,  statutory  regulations  as  to,  on  navigable  rivers  and  canals,  493— 
498.     See  Navigation. 

TRENT  RIVER  NAVIGATION  ACT,  The,  467,  n.  (1),  474,  n.  (3) 

TRESPASS, 

all  infringements  of  rights  of  water  are  either  nuisance  or,  622 
right  of  owner  of  canal  to  maintain,  277 

several  fishery  to  maintain,  840,  643 
free  fishery  to  maintain,  provided  he  is  owner  of  the 
soil,  341,  643 
Commissioners  of  Sewers  have  no  right  to  maiutaiu,  33 
See  Remedies;  Nuisance. 

TRIBUTARY,  definition  of  under  the  Salmon  Fishery  Acts,  385,  n.  (6) 

TROUT, 

statutory  enactments  for  the  protection  of,  377,  389,  394  —396,  404,  405 

close  season  for,  394 

in  the  Thames,  895,  n.  (2) 

measuring  of  unseasonable,  396,  n.  (5) 

using  dynamite  to  kill,  404 

lights,  spears,  &c. ,  404 
licences  for  taking,  404 
no  restriction  as  to  size  of  nets,  404 
See  Fishery. 

TTNE  IMPROVEMENT  ACT,  1850,  The,  474,  n.  (3) 


UNDER  WAY,  definition  of,  under  Rules  of  the  Sea,  1897.. .418,  n.  (1) 
USAGE.    See  Prescription. 
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VALUATION  OF  PROPERTY  (METROPOLIS)  ACT,  1869,  rateability  of 
water  companies  under,  616 

VIS  MAJOR,  or  the  act  of  God, 

definition  of,  149,  n.  (2) 

how  far  an  excuse  for  liability  at  common  law,  36,  140,  147,  150,  293, 
294,  319,  n.  (1),  451—453 

how  far  an  excuse  where  liability  is  imposed  by  contract  or  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, 36,  150,  453,  540,  541 

is  no  excuse  in  cases  of  negligence,  36,  151,  269,  319,  n.  (1) 

WATER, 

sole  right  to,  119 

special  statutory  property  in,  64,  n.  (2),  120 

waste,  from  a  canal,  is  not  a  watercourse,  or  subject  to  the  law  of  water- 
courses, 60,  61,  281,  n.  (8),  298—301 
right  to  draw  from  a  well,  205,  229,  231,  n.  (8),  239.     See  Well. 
in  a  defined  course.     See  Watercourse. 
percolating  and  surface.    See  Percolating  Water. 
subterranean.     See  Subterranean  Water, 
natural  rights  of.     See  Riparian  Owner. 
acquired  rights  of.    See  Easements. 
land  covered  with,  how  rateable  under  the  Local  Government  Act,  597 

WATER  BAILIFF, 

under  Salmon  Fishery  Acts,  powers  of,  387 

must  produce  his  appointment  before  exercising  his  authority,  387,  n.  (6) 

WATER  COMPANIES, 

diversion  by,  for  supplying  a  town,  not  a  reasonable  riparian  use,  122 

See  Riparian  Owner. 
duties  of,  as  to  cleansing  and  maintaining  reservoirs,  channels,  Ac ,  and 

other  works,  268,  319,  n.  (1) 
rights  of,  312—314 
rigLts  of  the  public  against,  315 — 319 

the  London,  rights  and  duties  of  under  Metropolis  Water  Acts,  326 — 328 

under  Thames  Conservancy  Act,  1894... 
483 
See  Water  Supply  ;  Rates. 

WATERCOURSE, 
definition  of  a,  58 

extent  and  limits  of,  58—60,  197,  198 
must  flow  in  a  regular  and  well-defined  channel,  60,  111 
definition  of  "known  and  defined"  198 
but  it  is  not  necessary  that  water  should  flow  continually,  60 
an  arm  of  the  sea  held  to  be  a,  for  purposes  of  a  Drainage  Act,  58 
waste  water  allowed  to  pass  from  a  canal  is  not  a,  60,  61,  231,  n.  (8), 

298—301 
consists  of  fad,  banks  or  shore,  and  water,  61 
definition  of  "bed,"  61,  478,  n.  (1) 

"bank,"  61 
"bed"  and  " water "  are  correlative  terms,  61 
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right  to  use  of  water  in,  does  not  arise  from  ownership  of  soil,  62, 110, 118 

but  from  the  right  of  access  thereto,  63,  110,  118 
owner  of  soil  of  bed  may  grant  lands  through  which  it  flows,  reserving  to 
himself  the  soil  of  such  bed,  64 
and  grantee  in  such  case  will  have  the  full  use  of  the  waters  of,  64 
water  in,  is  not  bonum  vaccina  according  to  Romau  law,  64,  115 
and  none  can  have  any  property  in  it,  64,  115 

save  by  statute,  64,  n.  (2),  120 
but  it  is  publici  juris  only  so  far  that  all  who  have  a  right  of  access 
thereto  may  have  a  reasonable  use  of.it,  62,  64,  115,  116 
meaning  of  grant  of,  in  law,  108,  109,  210,  211 

must  be  shown  by  the  context,  109,  211 
may  be  either  a  real  or  incorporeal  hereditament,  205 
easement  of,  includes  right  of  going  on  land  to  clear  and  repair,  229 
constructed  solely  for  purposes  of  a  mill  is  for  a  temporary  purpose,  262 
natural  rights  on.    See  Riparian  Owner;  Tidal  River;  Private  River. 
acquired  rights  on.     See  Easement. 
artificial.     See  Artificial  Watercourse. 
subterranean.    See  Subterranean  Water. 
jurisdiction  of  commissioners  of  sewers  over  pools,  streams,  and,  462 

of  the   Inclosure   Commissioners  under  the  Land  Drainage 
Acts,  468 

WATERMEN  AND  LIGHTERMEN  in  the  Thames, 

rules  governing,   framed  by  Company  of  Watermen  and  Lightermen 

incorporated  by  7  &  8  Geo.  IV.  c.  lxxv.,  484 

which  is  repealed  except  as  regards  the  incorporation  and  property 

of  the  Company  by  the  Watermen  and  Lightermen's  Amendment 

Act,  1859...485 

provisions  of  Act  of  1859  as  amended  by  the  Thames  Conservanoy  Act, 

1894... 485 
definition  of  "  lighterman  "  and  "  waterman"  485 
company,"  485 
[ passenger  boat,"  486 
constitution  and  election  of  the  company,  486 
rules  as  to  plying  on  Sundays,  486 
all  owners  of  barges  and  lighters  to  be  registered,  486 
freemen  of  the  company  may  employ  apprentices  on  certain  conditions,  486 
persons  other  than  freemen  or  qualified  apprentices  navigating  wherries, 
lighters,  &c.  within  limits  of  Act,  liable  to  a  fine  of  forty  shillings,  486 
watermen  and  lightermen's  licences,  486 

no  barge,  lighter  or  boats  for  goods  or  merchandize  to  be  navigated 
within  limits  of  Act  unless  in  charge  of  a  licensed  lighterman   or 
qualified  apprentice,  under  a  penalty  of  51.,  487 
unlicensed  persons  rowing,  steering  or  navigating  for  hire  within  limits 

of  Act,  liable  to  penalty  of  51.  for  each  offence,  487 
no  passenger  boat  to  carry  more  passengers  than  licensed,  under  penalty 

of  40s.  for  each  extra  passenger,  487 
regulations  as  to  fares  charged  for  passenger  boats,  487 
bye-laws  may  be  made  under  Act  if  not  inconsistent  with  bye-laws  of 
the  Thames  Conservators,  487 
and  no  bye-laws  valid  until  approved  by  the  Conservators,  487 
proceedings  for  penalties,  savings,  &c,  487,  488 


1 


784  INDEX. 

WATER-RATE, 

liability  for,  814,  n.  (1) 
definition  of,  816,  n.  (3) 

WATER  SUPPLY, 

companies  with  Parliamentary  power*,  309—820 
generally  established  by  private  Acta,  809 

which  incorporate  the  Waterworks  Clauses  Acta,  809 — 311 
the  lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Acta,  311,  312 
and  the  Companies  Clauses  Consolidation  Acts,  312 
rights  and  liabilities  of  companies,  312 — 328 
rights  of  the  public,  816—320 

duty  to  supply  water  for  extinguishing  fires,  314,  n.  (4),  319,  n.  (1) 
rates  and  charges  of  companies,  814,  n.  (1),  316,  n.  (8),  318,  n.  (4) 
"domestic purpose*,'9  what  are,  316,  n.  (2) 
water  rate,  definition  of  under  10  k.  11  Vict  c.  17... 31 6,  n.  (3) 
"  annual  value  "  and  "annual  rack  rent,"  definition  of,  316,  n.  (3) 
owner  compounding  for  rates,  decisions  as  to,  316,  n.  (3) 
recovery  of  rates,  decisions  as  to,  316,  n.  (3) 
liabilities  of  companies  for  escape  of  water,  314,  n.  (1),  319,  n.  (1) 

vis  major,  how  far  an  excuse,  319,  u.  (1) 
duty  as  to  compensation  under  the  Lands  Glauses  Consolidation 

Acts,  319,  n.  (1) 
decisions  as  to  duties  of  companies,  319,  n.  (1) 
companies  having  no  parliamentary  powers, 
rights  and  liabilities  of,  320—322 

under  the  Gas  and  Water  Facilities  Act,  321,  322 
local  authorities  empowered  to  supply  water,  322 — 326 
under  earlier  Acts,  322,  323 
under  the  Public  Health  Acta,  1875  and  1878... 323,  324,  325 

meaning  of  "able  and  willing  to  supply,"  under  s.  52  of  the 

Act  of  1875,  323,  n.  (5) 
meaning  of  "  reasonable  cost,"  under  Act  of  1878... 325,  326 
under  the  Labouring  Classes  Lodging  House  Act,  1851... 325 
under  the  Municipal  Corporations  (Borough  Funds)  Act,  1872... 825 
protection  of,  under  the  Conspiracy  and  Protection  of  Property  Act, 

1875.. .825 
under  the  Limited  Owners'  Reservoirs  and  Water  Supply  Further 

Facilities  Act,  325 
under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894... 326 
London  water  companies,  provisions  of  Metropolis  Water  Acts,  1852 

and  1871,  respecting,  326—328 
definition  of  company  under  Acts,  327 

Public  Health  (London)  Act,  1891,  provisions  of  respecting  water 
supply,  328 
rateability  of  companies  supplying,  618—615 

of  urban  authorities  and  other  public  bodies  supplying,  616 — 619 

WATERWORKS  CLAUSES  ACTS,  1847  AND  1863, 
provisions  as  to  restriction  of  pollution,  177 
incorporation  of  in  special  Acts  of  water  companies,  309 — 811 
See  Wafer  Supply. 

WEIRS, 

where  obstructing  navigation  are  illegal  and  a  nuisance  unless  granted 
prior  to  Edw.  I.,  359,  401,  445 
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even  if  obstructing  only  part  of  the  navigation,  445,  446 
the  statutes  prohibiting  them  relate  to  navigable  rivers  only,  371 
and  a  right  to,  in  a  non-navigable  river  may  be  established  by  prescrip- 
tion and  is  an  easement  within  the  Prescription  Act,  231,  n.  (8),  371 
where  obstructing  fishery  in  public  waters,   scmble,  are  illegal  and  a 
nuisance,  360 
and  are  actionable  by  owners  prejudiced,  360,  372 
what  kinds  of,  are  actionable  as  obstructing  passage  of  fish,  372 
enhancement  of,  such  as  the  conversion  of*  an  ancient  brushwood  passable 

by  fish  into  a  stone  weir  not  passable,  is  actionable,  372 
fisjung,  and  dams,  what  are  illegal  within  the  Salmon  Fishery  Acts, 
399—404 
fish  passes  in,  399,  400 
privileged,  what  are,  401,  402,  403 
what  evidence  will  support  a  claim  to,  401 
taking  salmon  within  50  yards  above  and  100  yards  below,  399 

WELLS, 

definition  of,  under  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1867,  s.  89...  178,  n.  (4) 

under  the  Public  Health  (Ireland)  Act,  1878,  178  n.  (4) 
abstraction  of  water  percolating  into,  is  not  actionable,  189 — 196 

nor  of  water  actually  in,  196 
long  user  gives  no  further  right  of  action,  191 
pollution  of,  200 
statutory  restrictions  on  polluting,   178,  179,  n.  (1),  180,  n.  (1),  182, 

n.  (2) 
right  to  go  on  another's  land  to  draw  water  from,  205,  229 

is  an  easement  within  the  Prescription  Act  and  not  a  profit  A  prendre, 
204,  205,  229,  231,  n.  (8) 
effect  of  grants  of,  212,  213—215 
right  of  water  companies  to  sink,  312,  313 

See£i>rwt0;  Percolating  Water;  Subterranean  Water;  Easetnent. 

WHARF, 

right  of  access  of  owner  to  a*  93,  94,  436 
owner  is  entitled  at  common  law  to  remuneration  for  use  of,  571 
rates  chargeable  at  a  private,  are  a  matter  of  bargain  between  the  parties, 
67 
amount  may  be  fixed  by  prescription,  571 
custom  as  to  wharfingers  in  London,  573 
amount  claimed  at,  must  be  set  forth  with  certainty,  573 
rateability  of  a,  605 

WHARFAGE  AND  CRANAGE,  571 

are  shore  duties  dependent  sometimes  on  custom  and  sometimes   on 

statute,  571—574 
definition  of,  571 

See  Wharf;  Tolls. 

WRECK, 

right  to  take,  is  a  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  18,  44 
in  virtue  of  office  of  lord  high  admiral,  44 
but  may  be  granted  to  a  subject  apart  from  the  shore,  18,  44 

right  to  take,  evidence  of  ownership  of  sea  shore,  27,  44 
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is  not  appurtenant  to  ownership  of  shore,  44 

bat  frequently  exists  as  a  franchise  attached  to  a  sea-coast  manor,  44 
light  to  take,  implies  right  of  orossing  shore  for  the  purpose  of  taking,  44 
grant  of  shore  alone  does  not  pass  the  right,  44 
nor  is  the  shore  passed  by  a  grant  of,  44 
meaning  of,  within  Statute  of  Westminster  1st,  c.  4. ..44 
under  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  52. ..45 
17  k  18  Vict.  c.  104.. .45 
owners  may  olaixn  goods  within  a  year  and  a  day,  44 
if  not  claimed,  goods  to  be  delivered  to  officers  of  the  Crown,  44 
where  goods  are  perishable,  they  may  be  sold  to  prevent  loss,  44 
where  belonging  to  other  than  the  king,  he  is  to  have  them  in  the  same 

way,  44 
JUtoan,  jetsam  and  ligan,  being  on  the  land,  pass  by  grant  of  wreck,  44 

but  only  where  ship  perishes  or  owner  of  goods  is  not  known,  44 
goods  cast  into  the  sea  for  fear  of  tempest  not  forfeited  unless  ship  be 

lost,  44 
grantee  of,  has  a  special  property  in  all  goods  stranded  in  his  liberty,  45 
and  may  maintain  trespass  for  taking  them  away,  45 
even  though  such  goods  are  part  of  a  cargo  of  a  ship  from  which 

persons  escaped  alive,  45 
and  though  owners  identified  them  within  the  prescribed  time  and 
before  seizure  by  the  grantee,  45 
removal  of,  by  harbour  and  conservancy  authorities  when  obstructing 
navigation,  under  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894... 53 

ZEMINDAR,  duty  of  a,  to  maintain  tanks  on  his  zemindary  according  to  the 
laws  of  India,  150,  n.  (1) 


THE  END. 
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Mercantile    Law.— Smith's  ■ 

Compendium  of  Mercantile  LawJ 
By  J.  Maodonbll,m.a.  2  vols.  24 

Merchant  Shipping.— A  Tx 

the  Law  of  Merchant  Shipping. 

By  David  Maclachlan,  m.a.  2li 
Marsden's    Digest    of     Cases    relating    to 

Shipping,  Admiralty,  and  Marine  I usurance 

to  the  end  of  1897.     30*.  1899. 

Pullinq's  (A.)  Shipping  Code;     being   the 

Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  with  Notes. 

7*.  6d.  net.  1894. 

Mining. — MacSwinney  (R.  F.)  on  the 
Law  of  Mines,  Minerals  and,  Quarries.  2nd 
Edit.     21.  1897. 

Mortgages.  —Bobbins'  (L.  G.  G.)  Trea- 
tise on  the  Law  of  Mortgages,  Pledges,  and 
Hypothecations.     31.  1897. 

Municipal    Corporations.— Rawlin- 

M)n'«  Law  relating  to  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions. 9th  Edit.  By  J.  F.  P.  Kawlinsov, 
k.c.  and  J.  A.  Johnston.         [In  Uw,  Press. 

Nisi  Prius.— Roscoe's  (H.)  Digest  of  the 
Law  of  Nisi  Prius  Evidence.  1/th  Edit. 
2  vols.     21.  2s.  1900. 

Parish     Law.— Steer's    Parish    Law. 

6th  Ed.     20*.  1899. 

Partnership. —A  Treatise  on  the  Law 

of  Partnership.      By  the  Right    Hon.   Sir 

Nathaniel  Lindley,  Knt,  Master  of  the 

Rolls.     6th  Edit.,  by  W.  B.  Lindley,  m,a. 

Sfo.  1893. 

Patents. — Terrell's  Law  and  Practice 

relating  to   Letters    Patent  for  Inventions. 

By  Thos.  Terrell.    3rd  Edit.  25a.     1895. 

Personal  Property.— Goodeve's  Mo- 
dern Law  of  Personal  Property.  3rd  Edit. 
By  J.  Herbert  Williams.    18*.         1899. 

Kelke's  Epitome  of  Personal  Property  Law. 
6*.  1901. 

Williams*  (Joshua)  Principles  of  the  Law  of 
Personal  Property,  intended  for  Students. 
15th  Edit.    21*.  1900. 

Privy  Council.— Practice  of  the  Privy 
Council  on  Appeals  from  British  and 
Colonial  Courts.  With  Forms  and  Prece- 
dents. By  F.  Stafford  and  G.  Wheeler. 
21.  10«.  1901. 

Probate.  —  Powles  <fc  Oakley.  A 
Treatise  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
the  Court  of  Probate  in  Contentious  and 
Non-Contentious  Business.  Being  the  3rd  Ed. 
of  Browne  on  Probate.  1vol.  30a.     1892. 

Procedure.— High  Court  Procedure 
with  reference  to  Firms,  Corporations,  Com- 
panies, and  other  Associations.  By  R.  E. 
Ross.     tte.  1 902. 

Real  Property.— Principles  of  the  Law 
of  Real  Property.  Intended  as  a  First  Book 
for  the  Use  of  Students  in  Conveyancing. 
By  the  late  Joshua  Williams,  Esq.  19th 
Ed.    By  T.  C.  Williams,  ll.b.  21s.    1901. 

pooDEVE's  Modern  Law  of  Real  Property,  with 
an  Introduction  for  the  Use  of  Students.  4  th 
Edit.  By  Sir  H.  W.  Elphinstone  and 
J.  W.  Clark.     21  s.  1897. 

An  Epitome  of  Real  Property  Law,  for  the  Use 
of  Students.  By  W.  H.  Hastings  Kelke, 
m.a.     2nd  Edit.     6s.  1899. 

Carson's  Real  Property  Statutes.  10th  Edit. 
By  Thomas  H.  Carson,  assisted  by  Harold 
B.  Bompas.  In  th-  Press. 
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jjd  by  the  Court  of 
By  P.  F.  Wheeler 
.  105.     1900. 
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Sale. — Benjamin's   (J.  F.)  Treatise  on 

the  Law  of  Sale  of  Personal  Property,  with 
reference  to  the  American  Decisions  and  the 
French  Code  and  Civil  Law.     5th  Edit. 

In  preparation, 

Ker  (W.  C.  A.)  and  Pearson  Gke's  (A.  B.) 

Commentary    on   the  Sale  of    Goods  Act, 

1893  ;  forming  a  supplement  to  Benjamin  on 

Sale.     18*.  1894. 

Settled  Land  Acts.— The  Law   and 

Practice  under  the  Settled  Laud  Acts,  1882 
to  1890.  By  Aubrey  St.  John  Clerks, 
b.a.     2nd  Edit     9*..  1891. 

Sheriff  Law.— Mather's  (P.  E.)  Com- 
pendium of  the  Law  relating  to  the  Office 
and  Duties  of  a  Sheriff.     25s.  1894. 

Statutes.— Chitty's  Statutes  of  Practi- 
cal Utility.  New  Edit.  By  J.  M.  Lbly. 
Magna  Charta  to  1001.  14  vols.  l.U  15s. 
Continued  by  Annual  Supplements. 

'Maxwell  on  the  Interpretation  of  Statutes. 
3rd  Edit.    21*.  1896. 

Support  and  Subsidence.— Banks. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Law  of  Support  for  Land, 

Buildings,  and  Public  Works.  By  G.  Banks. 

.  12*  1894. 

Title. — Hints  as  to  Advising  on  Title. 

3rd  Edit.    By   W.  H.  Gover.     8*.      1896. 
TortS.— The  Law  of  Torts.     By  J.   F. 

Clerk  and  W.  H.  B.  Lindsbll.     2nd  Edit. 

_  25*-  1896. 

Frasek'8  Compendium  of  the  Law  of  Torts. 

5th  Edit.    8*.  1902. 

Trade  Marks.— A  Treatise  on  the 
Law  of  Trade  Marks,  Trade -Name,  and 
Merchandise  Marks.  By  D.  M.  Kerly. 
2nd  Edit.     35*.  1901. 

Trade  Unions.— Trade  Union  Law  and 

Cases.     By  H.  Cohen  and  G.  Howell.     6*. 

_    neL  1901. 

Trusts.— Lewin's    (Thomas)    Practical 

Treatise  on  the  Law  of  Trusts.     10th  Edit. 
2'-  25-  1898. 

Romer's  Judicial  Trustees'  Guide.  Com- 
prising Synopsis  and  List  of  Trustees*  In- 
vestments, and  the  Law  and  Practice  on  the 
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